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1 Trustees call joint meeting productive
By Doug Funke
staM writer

Plymouth-Canton school trustees
made it clear to Plymouth Township
trustees Monday that they have no
intention of giving up vacant school
land sought by the township to ex-
pand a park

Township Supervisor Maurice
Breen told school officials that the

township has no direct control over
speed limits and signal devices on
roads

School officials also were told that
developers must install sidewalks at
new projects along major roads in
the township.

However, the process of obtaining
easements to build sidewalks in

areas already built could be costly,
time consuming and aggravating.

Those were the highlights of a
Joint workshop meeting, which last-
ed about two hours.

Participants later expressed satis-
faction with the get-together

"I THINK it's always good to ex-
change views and get to know people
in the decision-making process,"
Breen said. "I would expect what
would come out of it is a better plan-
ning process "

I think the thing we accom-
plished most was clear the air a lit-
tle on constraints under which we all

operate," said E.J. McC]endon,
school board president. "What I liked
most is everyone said we should all
do this again.'

The meeting resulted in great part
from the township's desire to ac-
quire a 17-acre parcel owned by the

school district next to Township
Park near McClumpha and Ann Ar-
bor Trail.

'What the township has done is try
to acquire pieces of land and keep
them open space -- reduce density
of the community," Breen said. "The
only thing we would do with that
land is make sure someone doesn't

develop it."
Township officials say that, from

a planning standpoint, the property

wouldn't be an ideal school site due
to its relative inaccessibility and the
number of buses that would roll
through the subdivision.

School officials then brought op
enrollment patterns.

"WE'RE VERY, very close to
needing another school in the Plym-
outh Township area," McClendon
said. "Does it have to be that site? Of
course not, but it has to be as good a
site "

Winter soccer

gains approval
By Kevin Brown Canton also welcomes -thousands of

staff writer soccer enthusiasts to town for an an-
nual tournament - an indication of

Plans are in the works to make area enthusiasim for the sport.
Plymouth-Canton a winter haven for Graper said some city officials
soccer lovers. visited an indoor soccer complex in

With about 4,000 youth and adults Farmington Hills three years ago,
participating in area soccer pro- and considered building one in Plym-
grams during warm weather, own- outh. Through the city's participa.
ers of the Canton Softball Center tion in the privately owned complex,
plan to build a soccer dome on the "We can make approximately
center's paved parking lot to allow $20,000 plus per year ...," Graper
winter play. said.

And by the terms of a tentative Plymouth City Attorney Ron Lowe

agreement, recreation departments said softball center management
for the city of Plymouth and Canton would assume the majority of insur-
Township will provide leagues and ance liability pertaining to soccer
referees for the center, with center operations, adding the city would as-
staff to maintain the playing area. sume no financial losses by terms of

the agreement.

THE PLYMOUTH City Commis- According to Canton's Department
sion approved an amended version of Community and Economic Devel-
of that .greement at its Monday opment, there are two competing
meeting. Canton Township trustees domes in Oakland County, none in
also must approve the agreement for Wayne County. The Canton dome
it to take effect. would house a full-size soccer court

"It's a very fast-growing sport," and a mini court for pee-wees, and
said Plymouth City Manager Henry would be disassembled each spring
Graper in support of the agreement. before the softball season.
"There are 2,100-2.500 soccer play- Pending final approval, indoor

ers in our city alone." soccer would begin Nov. 3, said
Bob Dates. recreation supervisor Charles Skene, director of Plymouth

with the Canton Recreation Depart- Parks and Recreation.

ment, said nearly 2,000 Cantonites
participate in township soccer ALSO AT the Monday meeting of

leagues, organized by the Canton the Plymouth City Commission:
Soccer Club and the recreation de- • Commissioners approved a

"1 think what we're saying is we
need to reserve the ability to build a
school on that site," said school trus-
tee Roland Thomas.

As for transportation, the district
already buses 12,000 of its 15,500
students, said Superintendent John
M. Hoben.

School and township trustees also
talked about working together to re-
solve, through the Wayne County

to simp
By Doug Funke
staff writer

Bob Kroeger, a history teacher
at Centennial Educational Park,

Public Services Depaftment, what
some perceive is a darigerous safety
situation on Ann Arbor Trair be-

tween McClumpha and Sheldon
roads

Reducing the speed limit and in-
stalling a flashing warning signal
were mentioned as possibilities.

Better coordination of weather-re-
lated alerts between municipalities
and schools also was discussed.
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BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

Bob Kroeger enjoys teaching but longs for the day when he
can live the good life up north.

says he could very easily see him- time job at CEP where he's taught
self living in the 1800s. for 12 years.

"To me, the perfect life would be "I try to interest them in it as
medical science of this century but much as I can so ... it's just not
the simplicity of the last one." names and dates," he said of his

Ah, simplicity. approach. "I try to show them how
The Plymouth resident who an average day was for some peo-

heats his home with a woodburning ple - here's how they ate, here's
furnace also serves as a volunteer how they cooked it. I try to relate
firefighter. * then to today to show them the

He, wife Mary Ann, and son similarities and differences."

Ben are four years into a 10-year
plan to permanently move to the IN KEEPING with his philoso-
Leelanau Peninsula. They own phy of simplicity and self-reliance,
some land and a trailer there now. Kroeger believes that students
And about 1,200 Christmas trees a could do well to learn a little more

couple of years away from harvest- about responsibility.
ing. "I try to tell 'em, 'You're 16

"It's slower, simpler. I think the years old. Two years from now
values are different. When we go to you'll be out on your own. It's time
Empire, I never lock my car. I to start pulling yourself together.'
leave the keys in the car." "I think they've got to be shown

The past shapes an individual or given more responsibility and
and serves as a bridge to the pres- let the chips fall where they may."
ent and future. he said. 'In my opinion, discipline

is a positive, not a negative."
KROEGER, always good with Kroeger said he doesn't really

his bands, served a three-year tour know what prompted him to be-
with the Marine Corps. . come a volunteer firefighter. He

He also worked as a welder and remembers being impressed by the
as a laborer on construction and number of firefighters in St. Louis
railroad crews before graduating who turned out for the funeral of

from college with a major in histo- an uncle, a firefighter.
ry in his late 20s. "I was riding through town

"Actually, I was going into psy- (Plymouth), and I found out they
chology first but I didn't like math were part volunteer. I saw an en-
and you needed a lot of it. I really gine out. I went down. You've got
liked history. I thought, gee, if your to have a little excitement in your
job involved talking all day about life. I get to be right in a fire. How
what you really liked, what a great much more excitement can you get
job that would be." than that?"

Kroeger substitute taught for
two years before landing a full- Please turn to Page 4

partment.
Each Memorial Day weekend, Please turn to Page 4 Narcotics in workplace

under fire from ex-user
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Literature explaining the pitfalls of alcohol and drug depend-
Incy are part of a "Becauie We Cari" package to holp man-
Igiment deal wilh employee •ub•tance abuie.

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Jack Kurtz did drugs.
Now the Canlon resident is selling

a "positive approach" to promoting
drug and alcohol awareness in the
workplace.

"My rehabilitation was to put this
together. I decided to utilize my
marketing talents in an innovative
way and for a good cause."

Beginning next week, the 29-year-
old, who once used drugs recreation-
ally "but not at work," will begin
selling a "Because We Care" pack-
age - containing posters, brochures
and a list of rehabilitation centers -
to businesses with more than 10 em-

ployees in the Detroit area and, soon
after, nationally.

A series of 25 posters show car-
toon characters in every stage of
drug abuse from the time the person
considers using drugs to finally
trying to get help.

"Peo pie can laugh at them ?t first
but then they might see a bit of
themselves in the different charac-
ters," Kurtz said

THE POSTERS are to be hung for
three months, two each week, in a
place where employees would easily
see them

The goal, Kurtz said, is to tell em-
ployees not to be afraid to ask man-
agement for help.

"This is not necessarily a solution
in battling or curbing drug abuse in
the workplace but it's a way to edu-
cate employees and make them
aware of alternative actions," said

Kurtz, president of Promark, a
Southfield-based company.

The blond-haired, blue-eyed West-
ern Michigan graduate adrpits "Be-
cause We Care" is only one of many
programs out in a recent "national
crusade" against drug abuse.

But the difference is that the pack-
age promotes a positive approach by
targeting education and rehabilita-
tion, he said.

And the rehabilitated emplo>le
can become an example for other
employees in the company, Kurtz
said.

Kurtz *rted researching "Be-
cause 'We Care" six months ago after
his last employer fired a number of
people believed to be using illegal
drugs

He resigned his top management
position and started Promark in
partnership with his brother. Scott
Kurtz, a teacher for Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools and Alan
Martin, a Chicago certified public
accountant.

"I resigned because of conflicts,
defining what my job is, what I be-
lieved in and how the problem was
handled in the company.

"Termination is no longer the way
to go. It's bad for morale and it
doesn't solve the drug problem.
There was a pressure cooker atmos-
phere, a desire to succeed and an
availability of drugs. The financial
aspect became a liability because I
could afford it. It could happen to
anyone"

"Because We Care" will cost em-

ployers $225 for the first package of
information and $175 for additional

.

sets. Ten percent of revenue from
the project will be donated to treat-
ment centers, Kurtz said.

Along with the promotion, Pro-
mark is sponsoring two contests. One
letter is hidden in each of the 24

posters that can be arranged into a
slogan and a winner will be drawn
from correct entries.

The second contest involves writ-

ing a verse about drug abuse and
what the employee's company is
doing about the pi-oblem. Winners of
the two contests will receive $2,500
each.
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