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Plymouth resident
will travel south, 3B

Boo Readers share their
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Curtain about to fall on a newsy 1986

Hy Doug Funke
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Former trampoline artist

what’s inside pniortainment business beckons U- M grad

By Susan Buck
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Yes, folks, the zoo stays open in winter

By Lynn Pellertio
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can boa

Repules are one of the few species
that do nol receive any syinpdthy
from people even though thes are
the most popular exhibit at most
rous, sald Austin

The tendancy s for the lay per
son tu be casually Judgmental They
will give money for 4 non threaten
ing anmimal or eye-appraling bird but
not for 4 venemous snake.  ex
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Other ways o gel involved withy
the oo 1> by Juining the Detroit Zoo
loga al Society or taking part in the
Adopt An Anumndl  program The
muney 1n the adoption prograrm s
used to help feed the amimals

We ve placed the animals in jeop

ardy we owe L Lo save Lthem now
said Austin
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volunteers

® SENIOR TAX COUNSELORS

The Plymouth-Canton Northyille
hranch of the American Association
of Retired Persons 1s offering cless-
es for volunteers for Tax Counseling
for the Elderly The classes will be
for two weeks from 1030 am to
330 pm Monday-Friday Jan 5-1s,
at Plymouth Township Hall. 42350
Ann Arbor Road at Mill The volun
teers, once trained. will help prepare
tax returns for senior citizens - low
income and shut-ins Tax prepara-
ton will be Feb 2 through April 15
al sites in Canton. Plymouth and
Northville Volunteers must agree to
volunteer a minimum of four hours a
week for 10 weeks. Some knowledge
of tax preparation is helpful and a
sincere desire to help others 1s a
must. For information call 474-1645
or 397-1000, ext 278

@ FISH NEEDS HELP

Plymouth-Canton FISH needs new
volunteers. For information. call
420-2046.

@ CEP VOLUNTEERS

Teachers at Plymouth Salem and
BPlymouth Canton high schools need
volunteers tc type, make bulletin
bpards, help in the reading lab, input
for computer circulation in the li-
brary, or serve as speakers and re-
source people in the areas of social
studies, German and French. Native
French and German speakers also
are needed. If vou can donate an
hour a week, call Cyndi Burnstein 1
10 pm at 459-9435.

® AMATEUR PERFORMERS
The Plymouth Community Arts
Council is updating its list of ama-
teur performers who are willing to
share their time and talent with stu-
dents The resource list 1s provided
by the PCAC to all elementary
teachers 1n Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools. Particularly needed
this year are dancers, singers and
musicians. If vou or someone you
know has a special skill they are

willing to share, call Pat Maclsaac

at 453-8051

@ VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT
Canton Care Counci), an affiliate

of the Ann Arbor-based Community

Councils Association. is seeking vol-

unteers interested in enhancing the
quality of life for nursing home resi-

dents
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Volunteers serve on the council,
which meets unce a month to plan
seclal. service or educational activi-
ties fur residents at Canton Care
Center  The time commitment 1s
three to six hours per month For
more information, contact Kathy
Belisle at Y81-2382

@ HOSPICE TRAINING

‘Hospice Volunteer Training” will
be -4 pm or 6 30-9 30 p m. on Mon-
days, Jan 12 to March 23, at Madon-
na College. Livonia. The training 1s
designed lo prepare volunteers for
the Angela Hospice Care Program.
Participants will be expected to vol-
unteer a munimum of one hour a
week for six months. There i1s no
charge for this non-credit course
For information, call 591-5157

® EMERGENCY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Plymouth Township Office of
Emergency Preparedness needs vol-
unteers to be trained in skills that
will be used during an emergency or
disaster Training includes damage
assessment, shelter management,
first aid. emergency operating cen-
ter support and service weather
spotting.

Training meetings are held from 9
a.m. to noon on the fourth Saturday
of each month in Plymouth Town-
ship Hall at Ann Arbor Road and
Mill. Township residency is not re-
quired All tramning is free

® HELPING SKILLED TRADES

Focus: HOPE needs active retired
toolmakers. pipefitters, millwrights,
machine repair, electricians and
auto mechanics for full-time. part-

tme and temporary  positions  at
Focus HOPE Industry Mall a 29
acre industrial center for high skiil
traimng, new employment and cre
atton of munority ownership in ma
chining and manufacturing

Retired master craftsmen. who
want to remain dactive, make use of
vears of knowledge and pass their
skills on to another gencration, can
become involved tn passing on their
skills and work hahbits to others
Those interested can contact Focus
HOPE. 1200 Oakman Blvd . Detroit
48238 or call 883-7440 from 8 30
am toipm Monday-Friday

® WANTED: CIVIC
RADIO HELP

Plymouth Area REACT Team 1s
looking for members for emergency
radio communication (no experience

necessaryl and other community
programs All residents from Plyvm-
outh, Carton. Northville and sur-

rounding areas are nvited The
group meets at 8 pm the second
Thursday of each month at Plym
outh Township Hall. Mill at Ann Ar-
bor Road For more infermation.
call 455-9609 or 453-7641

@ ‘RIDE WITH Us

Plymouth Area Citizens Team
program is mude up of volunteers
from Piymouth and surrounding
communtties who patrol the Plym-
outh area. The organization is look-
tng for volunteers to devote one
night (four-five hours) per month to
be the “eves and ears” for the com-
munity Those interested tn going on
an observation ride with a PACT
member should call 459-2075

Pl mouth
158). 3 3.0

P2 LN

359 5831

s2. 00 OFF
OIL CHANGE

or °4.00 OFF
OIL CHANGE & AIR FILTER

Coupon Expires 1-15-87

i..-;-;;,

el B R

® HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Volunteers  are needed  at  the
Plymmonth Historical Museum  Are
vou interested in antiques and Plym-
outh histors™ Come in and visit your
museurnt and see what s there The
museurn needs volunteers for chang:
ing displavs helping in the gift shop.
tvping printing. sewing and helping

In the  educational program for
school childres ©all $55-8940 or stop
tv 4 pm Wednesday

o frivenm Y o4
or Thursdasy ¢
to help

4>k whal vou can do

® DELIVERING MEALS

Residents are encouraged to vol-
unteer their time to deliver meals
one day per week to the homebound
elderly in the city of Plymouth and
in Plymouth Township Delivery
takes about one hour, 1145 am to
1245 pm Drivers are needed daily
except  Thursday Mileage reim-
bursement of 23 cents per miie s
available  For information. rcall
Margaret Foster, 453-9703. 10-11
am Mondav-Friday

® MEALS ON WHEELS

The Senior Nutrition Program,
“Meals on Wheels.” needs clerical
volunteers for its main office at Five
Mile and Sheldon roads in North-
ville To volunteer. call 453-2525

® TEEN VOLUNTEERS

Teens can volunteer vear-round at
Catherine McAuley Health Center
and not just during the special sum-
mer program as in the past

Teen volunteers can help out at
the Arbor Health Building in Plym-
outh, St. Joseph Hospital. Mercy-
wood Health Building, Maple Health
Building and at Reichert Health
Building working directly with pa-
tienls or in non-patient contact posi-
tions during weekday. evening and
weekend hours. Orientation and
traimng is provided to all volun-
teers. For information, call the vol-
unteer services department at 572-
4159

@® MEDICAL HELP
Henrv Ford Hospital is looking for

men and women 18 and older as vol
unteers at the Plymouth Center on
Main Street east of Penniman. Need-
ed are people with all types of skills
to help with patients or to perform
clerical and other tasks. Nurses also
are needed for blood pressure
screening. For information, call the
volunteer services department at
876-1876 from 8:30 am. to 430 pm
Monday through Friday

® MCAULEY VOLUNTEER

Volunteers are needed at the Ar-
bor Health Building in Plymouth and
other Catherine McAuley health fa-
cilities. Volunteers can work directly
with patients or in non-patient-con-
tact positions. Weekday, evening and
weekend hours are available, Com-
plete orientatien and training are
provided for all volunteer programs
To sign up to attend an information
meeting, or for more information,
call the volunteer services depart-
ment at 572-4159.
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By Bonnie
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Plvcee: s sin 8 RS
ther Ne
Soaens ol Liereer
gother Exervone was so
tugether
Fave Mom and

us getting
happs and
alid espe RS gl 1o
Dadd there too

As tradilion goes we alwavs have
dinner and then we open our gifts
Well iy Giest gift was from Mom
and Dad When 1t was handed to me
1 beeked Dihe ot didn t weigh much at
atl 1 grabbed onto it and I could tell
right aowan that | needed both hands,

vxcated toe be

becanse it was s heavs' As [ started
Lo e ot | remember saving to
Mo i Dad - Thank You, 1 needed
4 photo album © As [ fimished

uwrapping at, 1 thought it was
ticker and heavier than a photo al-
bum that you'd buv at the store ]
trned open the cover and 1 saw my
borth announcement  Below  that
there wus a picture of the house I
was born in

I knew right awayv what Mom and
Dad had done' They put together a
phioto ilbum of pictures they had
takes o mie and my brothers and sis-
ters when we were little and as we
grew up I started to ery as 1 hugged
Mom and Did so hard [ was so hap-
py' Just knowing Mom and Rad took
the tme to put that all together
raeant so much to me. As [ was logk-
g through 1t, all the menwgss
came back of all the (fhnstma}i)oys
and other good times that 1 have
shared with Mom and Dad and my
hrothers and sisters

After that Christmas Mom and
Dad moved back to Michigan for

Remember when:
ome Christmases past will remain with us forever
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CONVINCING CHRISTMAS BELLS

By John Blake
special writer

Three years ago my brother and |
were  at my  grandmother's  and
grandfathers for Christmas In the
muddle of the might my brother sud-
denly woke me up and told me to
hurry  He was so excited [ could
hardly understand him as he whis-
pered 1n my ear. [ stumbled after
him as [ put on my robe and shippers
We stopped on the landing

Now my brother does not bhelieve
i Santa Claus and sull doesn't But
that mght sheuld have convinced
him as it did me As we sat quietly
we could hear bells start and stop It
was the prettiest sound I ever heard
We knew evervone tn the house was
asteep and that the neighborhood
was quiet. Who do vou think it could
have been®”

BAKING CHRISTMAS COOKIES

By Kara Fiegenschuh

special writer
'Y

“Baking Christmas cookies at our
house 1s one of our funnmest
moments. The kitchen looks like the
first snowfall. We ayen get eggshells
and extra ingredients in the batter
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AN OPEN LETTER
1O A GRANDP A

By Carol Roddy

specidl writer

[rear Grandpa

With il the hustle and bustle of
this Christimas season 1t was so niee
Lo chat with you 1n front of the ice
creatn store Saturday

[ believe that God intended for me
Uiy recelve o prresat benetit from our
bref vncaunter

Siee 1y grandfathers
rmy

have all
children s
grandparents hive far away 1
thought  How sweel to sit with a
white-haired grandpa while we eat
Qulb 1Ce credm

However, when we chatted about
shopping  for  Christmas. 1 was
surprised when vou sdaid vou didn't
beheve in Christmas

As we talked, 1 came
stand what vou meant

Christmas to you was 4 religious
hohdav. not a day of expensive gifts,
commercialism, and greed

It was a tune for a big fanuly din-
ner with all the family gathered
around

It was most of all a religious ob-
servance

Thank vou. thank you for remind-
ing me that Christmas is Jesus
God's greatest gift. Without Him we
wouldn't even have a hohday. or
most of all. eternal life

Isn't 1t wronie, grandpa. that 2,000
vears agu, they were too busy for
him, too”

The inn was over-booked and our
Saviour had to be born in a stable

This Christmas [ pray that my
famuly and yours, Grandpa, will take
time to read the Scriptures about
Chrixt’'s birth That we take ume to
pray and thank God for this holy,
season

[».A\\t'd dWdN and

to under-

Much love,
Carol Roddy™

medical briefs/helpline

@® ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT

The Alzheimer's Evening Support
Group will meet 7-9 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 5, and the Day Support Group 1-
3 pm. Wednesday, Jan. 7, at Arbor
Health Building. Ann Arbor Trail at
Harvey in Plymouth. These groups
are open to families and friends of
individuals with Alzheimer's Dis-
ease, a disorder characterized by
significvant  memory lapses and
states of confusion. most common
among the elderly

@ QUIT SMOKING

Dr Arthur Weaver. professor of
surgery at Wayne State U'niversity.
and his Better Living Seminars will
be conducting a Breathe-Free Stop-
Smoking Chinie in the Little Theater
of Plvmouth Canton High School,
#415 Canton Center just south of Joy
in Canton The program consists of
one session on Preparing to Quit ou
Jan R, plus six Stop-Smoking ses-
sions Jan 12-16- Jan 21) 7 30-9 30
pm Caostis by donation, no reserva-
tion necessary For information, call
8827348

® NATURE OF NUTRITION

“The Nature of Nutrition” will be
6 7 pm Wednesdays Jan 14 to Feb
18 or 67 pm Wednesdays, March
11 to April 15, at Madonna College,
Livonia The course deals with and
examines dietary trends in today's
society and looks at whal s neces
sary (o stay healthy The fee for con
tnmng education units s $45 Foran
formation, call 591 5188

® YOUNG ADULT AA

A new Young Adull AA group will
meet at 7 pm cach Sunday in Plym
outh Township Hall 4t 42350 Ann Ar
hor Hoad at Mill The meeting s for
voung adults anly  Foroinformation,
call ALike 459 0176
@® FOOT CARE SERVICE

A foal care service for sentor cita
zens in Plymouth s offered the sec
ond and fourth Thursday of each
month 1 5 pm an the commumty
room of the Arbor Health Bumilding at
Ann Arbor Trail and Harvey an
Plymouth  The treatment ncludes
fool assessment. soaks, nail trimm
INE, PUImICINg. Massage. education
for proper  hygiene, exercise and
footwear  Appomniments nay be
made n advance by calling 455
1908 A norminal fee will be charged
at the tune of the service

® HELP-A-HEART
Barb Kibler of Canton
woman of the Help A Heart, Save a
Label dive heng conducted by The
Ticker Club of Children’s Hospital in
Detroit For each Heinz baby food.
juee and nstant food label turned 1n
§ conts will be donated to the hosp

is chair

tal for medical equipment. Labels
may be mailed to: Barb Kibler, 1127
Canterbury Circle. Canton 48187.
This will be an ongoing project.

® POSTMASTECTOMY
GROUP

ENCORE, the YWCA Postmastec-
tomy Support Group. meets from 9
a.m to noon Thursdays at the Forum
Health Club, Maplewood at Ford in
Westland ENCORE stands for en-
couragement, normalcy, concerns,
opportunity, reaching-out and ener-
gies revived For additional infor-
mation, call Cynthia Nichols at 561-
4110 or Sharon Morris at 722-7329

@® ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT
The Plymouth Family Support
Group for the Alzheimer's Disease
and Related Disorders Association
will meet 1-3 pm. on the first
Wednesday of each month and 7-9
pm on the first Monday of each
month in the Arbor Health Building
al Ann Arbor Trail and Harvey in
Plymouth Meetings arc in the con-
ference room and free to the public

® DRUG USE ASSESSMENT

A new substance abuse assess-
ment servicee 1s being offered by the
chemical dependency program at
Catherine McAuley Health Center
For the assessment a trammed coun-
selor meets with the parents and
their ehild I the child has a drug or
alcohol problem. the parents and the
child will be given assistance in se

leeting the right treatinent For in
formation, call 572 4308
® FOCUS ON LIVING

Focus on laving iwith cancer)
meetings are at 730 pm  the first
Wednesday of ecach month at St

Mary Hospital, Five Mile at Levan,
Livonia The self help group s ta
bring together patients and family
”l“l”h"l"\ who are (‘X[){'T!Pn('lﬂg
problems as a result of hving with
cancer A nurse consultant and other
resource people lead discussions of
mutual problems The meetings are
on the fourth floor of St Mary Hosp

tal

® MOTHER-BABY EXERCISE

Mothers and bhabies can have fun
together at Mother Baby Exercise
sponsored by  Oakwood Canton
Health Center from 10 a m to noon
Wednesdays in St John Neumann
(‘atholic Church n Canton Advance
registration 18 required and may be
done by calling 459 7030 There 1s a
$35 charge

® GROUPS FOR WOMEN
Plymouth Famly Service 1s offer
ing groups for women who either
wish to examine their drug alcohol
use or want lo recover from drug

alcohol problems. Fees charged are
based on the ability to pay. For addi-
tional information, call Judith Darl-
ington at Plymouth Family Service,
453-0890.

@ CUED SPEECH SUPPORT

A cued Speech Support Group will
meet 730 pm. the second Tuesday
of each month at St John Neumann
Catholie Church in Canton. The class
1S sponsored by Oakwood-Canton
Health Center To pre-register, call
459-7030

@ BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS

Free blood-pressure checks are of-
fered by members of the Volunteer
Guild of Oakwood Hospital Canton
Center 6-8 pm Tuesdays in the main
lubby of the hospital at Warren and
{"anton Center roads in Canton

® DIABETIC SUPPORT

A Diabetic Support Group will be-
gin meeting 7-8 pm the third Mon-
day of each month at Oakwood Hos-
pital Canton Center at Warren and
("anton (‘enter roads in Canton

® CPR CLASS

Cardiopulmonary  resuscitation
Heart Saver classes are taught ihe
second Monday of each month 7 10
pm an Oakwood Hospital Canton
Center. Warren at Canton Center
Road This course covers one person
CPR on an adult. and what to do for
a person with an obslructed airway
There 15 a $3 charge Register by
callinig 459 7030

® 'TELE-CARE’

Senior cittizens in Plymouth Can
ton may participate in a “Tele Care”
program senjor citizens are called
evveryday to check on their well
being For more imformation, Canton
residents may call 397 1000 Ext 278
and Plymouth resudents may call
453 3840 xt 37 or 453 2671 Plvm
onth Township Hall

@® MEDICAL RETIREES
SUPPORT

Medical Retirees Support Group
for people forced into early retire
ment because of medical problems
meets al 10 am Thursdays in the
Peoples Commumnity Hospital Au
thority Annex at Annapohs Hospital
4420 Venov, Wayne For anforma
tion, call Dave Brunette at 95 1940

@® RECOVERY OF MALE
POTENCY

Annapolis Hospital, Venoy at An
napolis in the city of Wayne, spon
sors ROMP (Recovery of Male IPo
tency) at 730 pm the third Thurs
day of each month in the hospitals
conference room

To register call 467 4570
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A group recently performed at
Gardern City Junior High School
Performances are pianned for Roo-
sevelt Elementary Redford and
Tvler Elementary (Livoniai January
12 Performances also are planned

Resolve wisely SEAL OF EXCELLENCE

vals of light, sacrificed children and
sometmes indulged in sex orgies

Ceantipueg o7 Bage *

people dont sppruach New Year's

for schools in Farmuington. Farming-
ton Hills, Soutafreid. Plvmouth-Can-
tun. the Bicnungham-Bloomfieid
area.and Troa

We hire actors and train them 48

Mr Wizard s assistants for perfor-

resalutions with the fervor af the pa-
gans who may have started the prac
ticen Fearfizl that the eversshorten-
ing forenld the end of the
world praved tn gods tos
bring back the sun conducted festi-

By

pagans

As uncivilized as these practices
seemed "‘z; had ane thing going for
thern that can’t be said about many

madern resolutions  They worked
Year after vear. the sun kept coming
back
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Pets of the Week

The Westland Kindness Center of the Michi-
gan Humane Sociely is offering these two
pels for adoption. Alf, a nine week old male
puppy, is a mixed, cocker poodle. He will
grow to between 25 and 50 pounds. (Control

BitL HHES|

EH stam photographe

no. 184518). Flash is a two year old female
tortoise shell cat. She housebroken, good
with kids and other pets. (Control no.
184486). The center is located at 37255 Mar-
quette. The phone number is 721-7300.

DNR eyes rail tracks for trails

AP The state wants to turn
back the clock and replace a thou-
sand mules of abandoned railroad
orridors with trails for horseback
ng and hiking. an official said
ans for the Discover Michigan
which would hnk cities along
s of both peminsulas, were
last year, said Robert
coordinator for the
t of Natural Re-

state Depa
sources

Officlals had
the 1.00¢-mle trai
problems with gaining
have delayed the project, h

Another site under consi
1s between Jackson and Lakelan
Jackson and Washtenaw counties

‘I think we will be somewhat suc-
cessful.” Tyler said “But we will
need a lot of support from a lot of
people

to complete
1997. but
tracks

ONE STATEWIDE group coffering
its support 1s Michigan Trails Alli-
ance. a coalition of trails crganiza-
tions

“It's a challenge,” Alliance presi-
dent Judy Class said of piecing to-
gether the trail [ say to myself, [
want (o ride my horse that entire
trail. It may take me 10 vears, but
eventually I'll do it.”

The trail. a Michigan Sesquicen-
tennial project, would add to 7,310

miles of trails the state operates
through its forests and parks, includ-
ing 4,200 mules just for snowmobiles.
Tyler said

abandouned land for themselves he
sad

Once the trail 1s developed, DNR
Director Gordon E Guver said he
would Like to turn the project over to
a private management company
Those using the trails would pay a
fee to cover the cost of maintenance

ABOUT 2,000 miles of rail lines
have been abandoned in Michigan
since 1970, and another 387 miles
may become available in the next
three years, according to the state
Department of Transportation.

But the state has acquired only
200 miles so far, all in the Upper
Peninsula, Tyler said

The DNR is close to acquiring the
30 miles of track between Jackson
and Lakeland and another 30 miles
between Kalamazoo and South Ha-
ren, he said.
oney to purchase the corridors
come mostly from the state
Resources Trust Fund,

PINE

CASH Y
LUMBER

which oney earned from the
sale of st ineral rights, Tyler
said
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1T'S PANEL PICKIN" TIME!
Over 40 styles to choose from!

THE STATE ha

praised value for the pro
that’s the easy part. Tyler sai

Complex land titles often makeW§,
next to impossible for the state to %
purchase the land, and adjacent
property owners usually want the
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brevities

AP () Uk E Thasday sanwary | 187

® DEADLINES

Announcerments for Bretities
should be subrnttted by noovn Mun
day fur the Thursduy tssue amud by
noun Thursduy fur the Monday 1s
sue Bring in or madl announce
menls (v the Obsertver 489 S
Muin Plyrmiouth 45170

- @ LIBRARY STORYTIMES

Monday. Tuesday Jan 5-6
Plymouth District Library 1s holding
registration for its storytimes. both
of which will begin the week after

registration and run for four weeks
Registration for the toddler program
for ages 234 will be at 10 am
Monday Jan 5 and for the pre
schoul program for ages 32 5 at 10
am Tuesday Jan 6 in the library
The toddler program will last 20-25
minutes  The preschoul storytime
will run 30-35 minutes and mothers
Mmust remain somewhere 1n the li-
brary

@ FATHERS FOR EQUAL
RIGHTS

Tuesday. Jan 6 The Western

Wayne County Committee of Fa
thers for Equal Rights will meet at
730 pm 1in the Livonia Public Li
brary 32901 Plymouth Road one
block east of Farminglon Road

® CEP PARENT COFFEE
Thursday Jan 8 — A CEP Parent
Coffee will begin at 930 am in the
conference room of Plymouth Can
ton High School Hosts will be Can-
ton principal Tom Tattan, Salem
principal Gerald Ostoin and area
coordinator Ethel Hazelwood Par-

\

for your information

@ KREATIVES

Kreatives, a preschool class to fos-
ter and develop creativity, is offered
for six weeks sessions in First Unit-
ed Methodist Church on N Territori-
al Road in Plymouth. Times are 10
a.m. to noon, and 1-3 pm. Monday
thorugh Friday Parents may choose
any combination of times and days
For ages 3-5, Kreatives develops
creativity through art, crafts, music,
games, and forms of creative ex-
pression. To register, call the Plym-
outh Community Family YMCA at
453-2904.

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

SAVE 20%
TO 60%

SOFAS

LOVE SEATS
CHAIRS
LEATHER
RECLINERS
BEDROOMS
DINING ROOMS
TABLES

SLEEP SOFAS
BEDDING
WICKER
LAMPS & ACCESSORIES

® ADOPTIVE PARENT
CLASSES

Expectant Adoptive Parent Class-
es will be offered at 7 p.m. Fridays
beginning Jan 23 in Botsford Hospi-
tal. Farmington Hills, for families
waiting to adopt an infant up to age
two. Terry Allor of Plymouth, pro-
gram director for Expectant Adop-
tive Parent Classes, says the classes
will provide information on the
physical care of an infant, growth
and development, selecting infant
clothes and accessories, commeon in-
fant health problems and child safe-

re

]
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ANN ARBOR
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L) ey -
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ty The classes also provide the op-
portunity to explore parenthood and
1ts relationship to being an adoptive
parent. For information call 459-
7383

® HELPING ADULTS READ

Plymouth-Canton Community Ed-
ucation can help adults read. For
more information about Adult Basic
Education, call 451-6555 or 451-6660.
Open enrollment. Students can begin
classes at any time.

Please turn to Page 9

ents of high schoul students at the
CEP are encouraged o attend

@® WINTER ANTIQUE sww

Friday-Sunday. Jan 941 - City
of Plymouth Parks and Recreation
In cooperation with the Plymouth
Symphony League will hold a Winter
Antique Show at the Plymouth Cul-
tural Center There will be 21 deal-
ers at the show from Il am to 9
pm Friday and Saturday. and noon
4 pm Sunday There will be a dona-
tion charge of §1 50

@® CANTON CRICKETS
Saturday Jan 10 - Registration
will begin at 8 a m 1in the lower level
of the Canton Townshp TFownship
Adminstration Building for the Can-
ton Crickets preschool program for
ages 3 and 4 Tiunes for Lhe state-
licensed program are 9 30-11 30 am
Mondays through Fridays and 1-3
pm Tuesdays and Thursdays for 19
weeks from Feb 2 to June 12. The
charge 1s $60 per child for one day
session Class 1s imited to Canton
residents only and to 13 preschoolers

Last Chance for

Saving

UP TO 50% OFF

on

TREES and TRIMS
Hurry In!

Closed Thurs. New Years Day
Friday-Saturday 10.00 - 6:00 PM
Closed Sunday Jan. 4th

i

{ TYNER' S

A Ov

CORNWELL pooy

: . . : . . o . 1 .' 9 p.m.
1050 E. Michigan Ave., > mile East of Ypsilanti ® Open Monday & Friday nites 't
90 Days SamgAs Cash ® Tyner’'s Extended Terms Visa or Mastercarq . Phone 483-4505
Our Free Delivery Saves You Even More ® Free Professional Decorating Assistance

&Pl

Christmas World
874 Ann Arbor Rd. » Plymouth

459-7410

per class Acuvities will include
crafts, low-organized games, story
tume, speclal events, field trips and
snack Parenls are assigned snack
umes. For information. call 397

1000

BARGAINS 4.y

33147 Ford Rd.
Btn Venoy & Wayne Rg

522-4944

Mon -Fn 10AM $P M Sat 10AM SPM

42412 Ford Rd.
at Lilley - Canton

881-0218

Mon -Sat 1030AM -9PM Sun 12.5p

ALL
REMOTE
CONTROL
TOYS
20% OFF

Limited quantities.
Allitems subject to prior sala.!

Michigan’s oldest

homasoits Gallery
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Radon

aTA

Discovery of radioactive gas
prompts local home testing

By Carolyn Smith
special writer

Lon Grossman, president of Technihcvse Inspections
Inc. in Bloomfield Hills, may get busier in the months
ahead.

Selected as a professional inspector by the Radon
Testing Corp. of America of Elmsford, N.Y., Grossman
will be looking at private homes for conditions that
could contribute to the presence of radon gas, a deadly
radioactive substance linked to lung cancer.

Radon, which has no odor, color or taste, is a natural
product of decomposed uranium, a radioactive sub-
stance found in soil, rock and water. The gas seeps into
homes through pores and cracks, loose-fitting pipes,
mortar joints, water and exposed soil.

The US. Environmental Protection Agency, which
took notice of the gas two years ago, is about to launch
an $11 million, five-year program to lower the health
threat by strengthening prevention measures. The EPA
guideline for a safe level of radon is below four picocu-
ries (a measure of radiation) per liter of air. Breathing
air this contaminated would give the equivalent of 200
chest X-rays a year.

In a yearlong test concluded in September, the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh sampled air in 52,000 American
homes in 10 states. In 34 of the 348 homes tested in
Michigan, the radon levels were above the EPA safety
guideline. Amounts ranged from four picocuries per
liter in a Farmington Hills home to 58 in a home in Ann
Arbor. Each homeowner paid $12 for the test.

Robert DeHaan of the division of radiological health
of the Michigan Department of Public Health, said 2,700
homes in the state will be randomly selected for radon
tests beginning next month. Of Michigan homes already
tested, he said, “I don’t see any results that are really
alarming.”

THE PART OF the state most likely to have high
levels of the gas is the western Upper Peninsula, where
there is a heavier concentration of uranium than else-
where, DeHaan said.

Shale, granite and phosphate-bearing soils are sub-
stances most likely to bear uranium, said Bruce Davis,
assistant director of environmental health for the
Wayne County Health Department. Most of Wayne
County, he said, has a clay foundation, a tight soil that
normally resists formation of uranium. Until test re-
sults are in, Davis said “radon is not a significant prot-
lem.”

County public health departments in Michigan are un-
aware of the criteria the EPA will use to determine
which homes will be tested for radon, he said. Even
when that information becomes available, a county's
role will be limited to delivering a testing device to a
homeowner, picking it up, then sending it to an EPA-
approved laboratory.

GROSSMAN IS the only inspector in Oakland County
to be approved by the Radon Testing Corp. of America,
one of 50 laboratories nationwide on the EPA's “ap-
proved” list.

Treasurer of the Washington, D.C.-based American
Society of Home Inspectors and a Detroit Free Press
columnist on home repairs, Grossman prides himself on
being a home inspector in the private sector.

“There is a big difference between public and private
inspectors,” he said. “Let’s say the city inspector comes
in and inspects only to find that the roof leaks. It's not a
violation unless there's an immediate health risk such
as the roof falling on the inspector’s head. We give peo-
ple peace of mind,” he said of himself and inspector

Stan Ducher, a six-year work associate.

“I've inspected very few homes for radon, but I don't
think homeowners are as aware of it as they should be,”
Grossman said. His company provides a test and a com-
plete inspection at an average cost of $200. He offers
some advice to homeowners who happen to test positive
on presence of too much radon gas:

@ Make sure exhaust fans in the kitchen and bath-
room vent to the outside;

® Caulk interior of basement walls, especially near
utility entrances and cracks, between floors and walls
and over sump-pump openings;

® Ventilate the house by opening windows.

Most radon tests, Grossman said, are done in a home's
lowest level, typically the basement.

BRUCE MATKOVICH, a Westland-based health phy-
sicist of the division of radiological health of the federal
Occupational safety and Health Administration, said,
“There is too little awareness of amounts of radon gases
in Michigan or anywhere else in the country. So the po-
tential health risk is anybody’s guess.”

The EPA has attributed 5,000 to 15,000 lung-cancer
cases per year to indoor radon. About 120,000 lung-can-
cer deaths are recorded annually in the United States
and attributed to all causes.

A survey of home inspectors in Wayne and Oakland
counties supported Matkovich's belief that few people
know about the potential health hazards of raden.
Though some inspectors had received a call or two
about it, none had inspected a home for it.

“It's so new, I really haven't given it much thought,”
said Marty Golden, owner of Total Check International
Inc. in Southfield.

“It’s a question of time,” said Eric Hermann, vice
president of Amerispec Inc. in Livonia, which special-
izes in pre-purchase home inspection. “We don’t have
the time to do radon inspections.”

Depending on the device used, test results take 30 to
90 days and cost $10 to $50 per test.

EPA officials learned about the dangers of radon in
1984 when Stanley Watras, an engineer from Boyerton,
Penn., realized that radon was setting set off sensitve
alarms in the Limerick nuclear power plant where he
waorked. Unlike his neighbors, Watras had a high level of
radon gas in his home.

Information on radon gas,
including a list of
laboratories that test its
levels, is available by
writing the Michigan
Department of Public
Health, 3500 N. Logan,
P.O. Box 30035, Lansing
48909. °

Drawing shows where radon is most likely to seep into a home.

oy

Lon Grossman is the only inspector in Oakland County to

Testing Corp. of America.

BILL PARKER/stalf photographer

DY/lpomved by the Radon

Resolve to start a budget

Amid the flurry of holiday festivities, we have a tend-
ency to let the little things get ahead of us. But no mat-
ter how hectic the season, now is a good time to get your

. financial records in order so you can be properly pre-

pared for the new year.

The first step should be the preparation of a written
budget. This is one of the most effective ways to keep
track of your financial records. Doing this will help you
to organize your income and outflow on a continuing
basis and to direct your spending toward necessary ex-
penses instead of splurging.

Set the pace by outlining your income. This will in-
clude items such as your net salary and that of your
spouse, interest, dividends, Social Security, etc. Make a
list of all these items and total it on a monthly and
yearly basis.

Next, detail your expenses. These will fall into three
separate categories: fixed, variable and optional ex-
penses. Fixed expenses include things.like rent or mort-
gage payments, taxes, insurance, loan payments — any-
thing that you must pay for on a regular basis at a
somewhat fixed rate. Categorize expenses monthly and
annually.

Variable expenses include anything that you must
pay, but the amounts may differ from month to month
such as expenses for food, clothing, utilities, charitable
contributions, savings, club dues and home repairs. To
get a feel for these costs on an annual basis, go through
your checkbook or your credit card receipts. This will
give you a rough estimate for budget purposes.

THE THIRD group of expenses will be items that
could be termed the wish list. They may include such
items as a new car or an expensive piece of jewelry.
These are the expenses that your could forgo to make
your budget balance.

Go over your expenses for the past year and categor-
ize themn in the areas which you have outlined. Separate
outstanding bills from those that have been paid.

If you haven’t done so already, compile receipts, can-
celled checks or yearly statements that would substanti-
ate your claim for a deduction on your income tax re-
turn. After the first of the year, you should receive
statements from your employer, your bank and your
creditors which outline your income or interest pay-
ments for 1986. Compare these to the receipts you have
compiled to be sure they match and save them to pre-
pare your tax return.

Now that your have all the information gathered,
keep it organized by using an accordion file so you can
separate items by category. Once you have filed your
tax return, you can keep them organized for future ref-
erence. You'll need to keep these records for at least
three years in the event you are audited; some may
have te be kept longer.

Now that you have gotten yourself organized, budget-
ing should be handled on a monthly basis. Organizing
your finances will make it easier for yvou to manage
your money throughout the new year.

— Michigan Association of CPAs

P*[esents The

Mabiltronics, Inc.

an authorized 1

CELLNET

agent

$79500*

FOR A GE CARFONE

TAX BUSTER SALE

625FREE

CELLULAR AIRTIME MINUTES "

®aCc30m

v GE QUALITY
v MANY FEATURES
v FULL WARRANTY

Mobilironics, Inc.

MOSH E COMMUNICATRONS
AUTHORITED RESELLER
¢ Over 125 cities in the U.S.A.
& Canada
= More cells for greater call
capacity
e Free roaming in Windsor

re»0

GE CARFONE

FINANCE IT*

3 1920 per month

w/approved credit

585-4520

*Restrictions apply. Offer limited |
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Limited partnerships
are a way to cut taxes

The new tax law is ruthless on
gains and losses generated by invest-
ments.

Unul now, your regular income —
known as active income — could be
reduced by tax-shelter write-offs —
known as passive logsés. Under the
new tax law, passive losses would be
allowed to reduce only passive in-
come, generated by limited partner-
ships.

It’s this change in the tax law that
is making master limited partner-
ships popular.

The units of MLPs are traded pub-
licly just like common stocks, but b
uying them gives you a piece of di-

. rect ownership in the business. Right

now, oil and gas exploration deals
are the most common, but partner-
ships devoted to real estate are prol-
iferating, and the future may find
varibus corporations reorganizing as
MLPs.

Priced usually between $15 and
$30, oil and gas MLPs can offer an
attractive plan of high yield, specu-
lative upside potential, and a modest
amount of tax-deferral. However,
MLPs by nature are subject to all
the inherent speculative risks and
are more volatile than most stocks.

Passive Josses versus passive gains

MLPs help you offset passive loss-
es against passive income. Here is
how.

Say you pay $20 a unit for an oil
and gas MLP that pays $2 a year in

-

finances and you

. Sid
Mittra

distributions. [f you collect tax-free
payments for 10 years, your cost is
reduced to 0.

This income is a return of your
capital and hence is tax-free. Future
distributions are taxed as regular in-
come, but, at that point, you could
sell your unit.

The proceeds are a passive gain,
which you could offest with passive
losses in other partnerships. Then
you buy the unit back and start the
process all over again.

The accompanying table gives you
a sample of MLPs currently avail-
able. Note that several of these
partnerships offer attractive yields.

It should be noted, however, that
the “yleld” on MLPs is really a re-
turn of capital. Technically, most
MLPs (oil and gas) are liquidating
themselves by pumping more oil and
gas than they find or acquire.

Nevertheless, if you choose care-
fully, MLPs could significantly im-
prove your overall investment port-
folio.

As always, in selecting an MLP,
stick to the investment basics. Look
for the ones that have a strong gen-

business briefs

® DIRECT MARKETING

Thursday, Jan. 8 — Direct Mar-
keting Association of Detroit meets.
Information: 721-0990.

@ WORKING WITH WOOD
Thursday-Sunday, Jan.  8-11 —
Working with wood demonstration of
Shopsmith’s Mark V Woodworking
System held at Wonderland Mall in
Livtnia.
@ SMALL BUSINESS HELP
Wednesday, Jan. 14 — “How to
Start or Run a Small Business™ free
intreductory workshop begins at 7
p.nt in Dearborn. Information: 577-
4353. Sponsor: Wayne State Univer-
sity= school of business administra-
tiom

@ SMALL BUSINESS HELP
Thursday, Jan. 15 — “How to
Start~or Run a Small Business” free
introductory workshop begins at 7
p.m. in Plymouth. Information: 577-
435%. Sponsor: Wayne State Univer-
sity school of business administra-

. tion.

- SALEM
LUMBER

©® PREBUSINESS WORKSHOP

Tuesday, Jan. 20 — Workshop for
prospective business owners and
those who have recently started a
venture from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Detroit. Fee: $10. Information: 226-
7947. Sponsors: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Service Corps of Re-
tired Executives.

@® SAVINGS BONDS RATES

A toll-free telephone service will
make it easier for people to learn the
current interest rate paid on varia-
ble-rate US. Savings Bonds and
other facts about the U.S. Treasury
security. Dial 1 (800) US BONDS.

Send information for business
briefs to business editor, Observer
& FEccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150. Dead-
line is Monday for publication in
the upcoming Thursday issue. If
your item is about something to
happen several weeks in the fu-
ture, it may be run more than
once, space permitting.

30850 ptymouth road
ivonia

422-1000
“homme of old-fashioned service'

AALAE A A LARa

I-lappy Mew Year

As time
draws near,
we’d like to
offer our
thanks for
your business

master limited partnerships
amount snnusl
year avallable cash
partnership formed (in thous) price yleld
BPI 1981 350 $1,18549 8.69%
BPI 1983 119.1 1.059.06 8.88
BPI 1985 11.0 952.68 0.00
CREF 1979 10.0 891.46 3.14
CREF 1985 47.0 801.46 1.25
CREF 1986 5.0 757.61 0.00
. T CREF 1974 175.0 1,141.66 3.50
eral partner committed to maintain-
ing distributions.
Better still, consult your financial i 193 H2.9 366.15 a0
planner, who would advise you on
which MLP is appropriate for you. CPF 1981 35.0 475.61 0.00
Oakland University special semi- CPF 1982 24.0 354.56 0.00
. mar: Sid Mittra of Oakland Universi-
. ty will discuss the Personal Finance | CPF 1984 10.0 651.58 1.53
Planning Program at 7:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 8. Admission is free. CPIP 1985 : :
For details, call 370-3120. . o HE-5e B
“1987 — A Year of Unp i) CCP 1979 23.0 673.94 2011
e i Eot R (Ep 1980 150  646.10 4.25
pers and Coordinated Financial
Planning Inc., will be held from 7- |FCI 1980 5.0 416.88 9.71 .
9:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 13, at the
Kingsley Inn, 1475 N. Woodward, FCI 1984 6.0 802.53 7.48
Bloomfield Hills.
For more information or reserva- HOIF 1981 25.0 129.93 57.26
tions, call 643-8888. )
IMC 1981 3.0 456.52 13.14
Sid Mittra is director of certifi-
catepvogfanainimrsonakﬁnance hﬁREF 1980 10.0 387.74 lloo
at Oakland University and presi-
dent of Coordinated Financial |MREF 1982 89.0 364.30 0.00

description
wraparound & first mortgages

wraparound & first mortgages |¢
wrap & second mortgages
lev. shop cntr & wrap notes
lev. office bidgs. some shop
lev. commercial & residential

lev. 8 resid. 10 commercial
lev 5 resid. 10 commercial
leveraged 9 residential

leveraged 13 residential

lev. residential & wrap mrtgs

lev. commercial & residential

leveraged 12 resid. 8 comm.

leveraged 12 resid. 5 comm.

Planning Inc.

YOUR OLD SHOES

ARE WORTH $15

TRADE-IN AND TRADE-UP TO KNAPP
Bring in any pair of 41d stoes and we'll
take 8138 off the retail price of any pair
of new, comfortable, durable Knapp
shoes or boots. Now's the time to
trade-in and trade-up to Knapp.

Ofter does not
include sale
ilems or canvas
lootwear One
trade-in per
pair

lnau.{‘mlnl”m!

visiT YOUR LOCAL KNAPP RETAIL STORE

WESTLAND 7060 Wayne Rd Tel 722-2040. LATHRUP VILLAQE 268447
Southfield ng&m 39). Tel. 557-8222. E.DETROIT 20909 Gratiot Ave. Tel 773-
7390. TAYL 21107 Eureka Rd. Tel. 287-3833.

To have a shoe salesman visit you, call 383-4435. Over siza 12, add $2.00.

{ COMPLETE \
SHOWER S8YSTEM

$345°
Aeg. 45.95
#410 AC

Alsons DELUXE
BPRAY

SHOWERHEAD
Enjoy the luxury of &

personal shower.

BERGSTROM‘S 4

OEN LAV FAUCET

i

' CHIMNEYS
O&E sports... IMNEY I
. l — 1
your guide to local scores | -cieane Roofs!*
: B - Screened *Repaired g
B - Repaired *Re-roofed g
B -Built New B
_ CELLULAR PHONE OWNERS : ]
STOP IN FOR FREE EQUIPMENT CHECK!!! m [
Are you experiencing any of the following problems? [ |
« Poor Service « Drop Calls [ -

¢ Poor Reception * Less than 100% Satlisfaction ]

LET METRO COMMUNICATIONS CATER TO YOUR EVERY NEED. [ % i
We promote service along with sales. You may have bought your i ]
phone elsewhere but Meto Communications trained technicians are [ |
qualified to service it. l .
OUR ONLY BUSINESS IS CELLULAR PHONES AND WE'RE PROUD OF d B
OUR REPUTATION WITH OVER 11 YEARS IN BUSINESS. B z D B

AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR [ ] M m P 3 ¢
- AMERITECH MOBILE
CALLSM-030 et s B CROWN CONTRACTING, INC. -
AGREEMENT! ALLHK : TUR! 427-3981
@ Amsrrrscs s & METRO Geffﬂtg{s?w ar P’@gg;”' I OVER 34 YEARS , :
— 0 Redtord, Wi 4825 : LICENSED + INSURED » GUARANTEED ]
¥ $10.00 OFF ON CHIMNEY CLEANING WITHTHISAD 1
COUPON +« ¢ cEpresundie?7 o « COUPON I

BERGSTROM'S

Remodeling and Repair Sale

7 BIG DAYS

SALE ENDS SUNDAY JAN. 11

( INSINKERATOR
BADGER |

GARBAGE DISPOSAL

$ 39“

e Reg. '59.95 J

(—nmm
FAUCET

: . "“The ngd :mn “The Good Stutf”
| | THINKING ABOUT A tchan Fauce ﬁ e 339
; : . ’39" Reg. '39“ 2100 Reg *54.85
' A og. *04. # $84.40 ™ N
| NE W F URNA CE rd Reg.'64.25 #7833A 46254 \_ SINGLE HANDiJ
3 OHLER LAKEFIELD DoUs BANNER
f CALL TODAY [ bryant [ kmcuEN sk ) "":f;'\'u INEN arcmune
1 . 3 x22
|| Fon FREE EsTIMATE @;} s 16&" , s7498
. - Reg.'215.20 #5924 ey
i & 476-7022 Savmgs of "WHITE CASTIFUN J \ 4gy, i o e SR e ,?;ﬁ&"g}:‘:
? ' ANYTIME 100/ 0
o to 50%
| WHITE TOILET STEEL o )
1 q;e HEATING & COOLING Ghacse fromone (W ORADE & /g
; FARMINGTON - LIVONIA anada’s largest collections $40Q%5
| ..g:.:’m of Mink coats. Plus Sable, 49
| T Fisher, Lynx, Chinchilla, Seat not
f = Stone Marten...Only Quality Torgus § oo conmy o, ro9.'79.95
‘- . Furs at Gervais!
- ﬁo-n-vounssm nex'é?g'ﬂhﬁ
; YOUR « Duty & Sales Tax Refunded e “EATE“
MONEY i Furnace (s 4oa 1
® remi D i allon
OR YOUR ull Premium on U.S. Funds $379% i _ i Vioh, o8
. 638 00
When you give to the e !HOVI%E."DOORW“ 49

Red Cross, you take on a great
responsibility: saving
thousands of lives. Maybe
even your own.

o i

S

75,000 BTV 58G8075-101

reg.* 146,10

Electronic Bpark Igniiion
Other Models at complablj

\.

_/

10 Year
Limited Warranty
Energy Saver

REDFORD "\BERGSTROM’S\ s

PLUMBD

ING - HEATING

- COOLING

1wt ALt

» A SERVICE (

FMTE

VJ ¥ l\HMle TON MU ¢
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for your information , e
ContinuedfromPage8 ___  they are in their teens Don't miss Russ Crum at 981-3671. ® MINOR HOME REPAIRS while using the computer. ALl pa- library. For more information, cm-3
© PROJECT: COLLEGE the moments of your child's young The Conference of Western Wayne troms must have a library card and  ¢53-0750. . ==
: years. The YMCA Indian Guide Par- @ NEW HORIZONS Minor Home Repair Program has must sign a responsibility card also
% : ent/Child Programs is an opportuni- New Horizons, a sharing exchange been funded through Semior Alliance signed by a or guardian. Once
Tuition assistance, personal devel- ly to spend special time together on for mothers, will meet the second Inc. for fiscal year 1985. Tne pro- ﬁor.vﬂlmﬁ;.m'lﬂﬂhﬂ -ao ey vy
workshops, tutoring and job a one-lo-one basis for ages 5-13 in and fourth Fridays of each month gram assists homeowners 60 and the library, patrons may reserve 0 = = = = COUPON = = § o in
m‘:ﬂﬂﬂ;:‘ being offered neighborhood tribal i 930-11:30 am. at Faith Moravian older with minor home repair tasks. computer time and software. Rules § “Shear-Delight”’ |
to a number of persons age homes. Through the Indian Guide Community Church, 1 Warren For information, call $25-8690 and instructions for using the com- § g A
18-21 who are interested in attending program, you'll be your child west of Canton Center Road. For in- puters, the responsibility card, anda 0 Bellty [
Schoolcraft College for either the as you have fun and learn . formation, call Mary at 455-8221. © COMPUTERS IN LIBRARY list of software are available at the § P |
winter or spring semester. A high For information, call 463-2904, : Four Apple Il computers are g ELLA ‘20 Jel RN
school diploma or GED is not neces- @ CANTON HISTORICAL avallable for public use in the Dunn- ¢ PERM Soptaob Gl
sary for enrollment into Schoolcralt. @ BOY SCOUT TROOP743  SOCIETY ing-Hough , 213 8. Main, ¢ | Yeongd Trtes e s 4
For more information, call Growth ~ Boy Seouts of America Troop 743 Canton Historical Society meets at  Plymouth. Children younger than ' sy 8
Works Inc., in Plymouth at 455-4090. neets at 7 pm. each Monday in the 7:30 p.m. the second Thursday of age 14 will be required to attend a '| HAIRCUT - 0
® PARENT/CHILD GUIDE gym of Allen Elementary School, each month in the Canton Historical training workshop or pass a users (] s E T [
PROGRAMS 3 11100 Haggerty, Plymouth. Anyone Society Museum on Canton Center test. Children younger than age 8 (] 8.00 ] [
One minute they're 5, the next interested in scouting should contact Road at Proctor. must be accompanied by a parent (] WARREN AT VENOY [
' Behind Amantea’s Restaurant § !
M“_ﬁw ' 525-6333 §
' Expires 1-8-07 0 -
.-----cw-----' it |

recreation news

® LEARN TO 8KI

City of Plymouth Parks and Rec-
reation, in cooperaiton with River-
view Highlands, will offer a learn-to-
ski program for two sessions, begin-
ning Jan. 5 and Jan. 19. The sessions
are two weeks with individuals re-
celving four lessons. The charge of
$36 includes lift tickets, lessons, and
complete rental equipment. If you
have your own equipment, the
charge is $26. Lessons are split into

two age groups — 15 and younger,
18 and older. The 15 and younger
will be taught at 4 p.m. and the 16
and older at 7 p.m. All lessons will
be taught Monday through Thursday
at Riverview Highlands ski area.
For further information call the rec-
reation office at 455-6620.
® DANCE

Fitness Firm (Dance Slimnastics)
begins a new session Jan. 5. Baby-
sitters are available during 10 a.m.

Monday and Thursday sessions at-

Dance Unlimited, and during 7:30
p-m. Tuesday and Thursday sessions
at Northern Ballet. For more infor-
mation, call 420-2893.
® TEEN SKI TRIP

Canton Parks and Recreation is
sponsoring a Teen Ski Trip to Alpine
Valley Ski area on Friday, Jan. 9.
The bus will leave Canton Township
Administration Building, Canton
Center Road just south of Proctor, at

5 p.m. and return about 12:15 am.

All transporation and supervision is
provided by the recreation staff. All
fees must be paid upon registration;
space s limited. The fee Is $9 for
each person who has his or her own
equipment and $15 per person with-
out equipment. ter at Canton
Parks and Recreation, 1150 S. Can-
ton Center Road, Canton. For infor-
mation, call 397-1000 between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. ‘

just mumble..

wardrobe.

MUSIC. Discuss current trends with vour
son as his stereo blasts awav at full power.
Drop the following names: "“The Boss.”
New Edition, Rush. The rest of the tiQe

SPORTS CAR. Sowhat if he can't pro-
nounce Porsche? Give in and buy him a
sports car. That will get his attention.
SPORTS. Cain his undying love by repair-
ing the garage basketball backboard and
adding overhead lighting for night games.

NEW THREADS. Yoi've heard of
_“Dress for Success?”” Well, today-it's *Dress to
Excess.” Close vour eves and buy him a new

POST OFFiCE. The post office isn't really
an influence, it's a destination—within a
month of every male's 18th birthdayv. Here
he must register with Selective Service.
However, some young men ptit off register-
ing, and a few decide not to register at all.
That's why we're making this direct appeal
to vou. We need vou to help influence your
son to register—and to do so on time. You
see, registration is the law. In addition to -~
prosecution, non-registration could rhean
vour son is disqualifving himself for federal
student loans, federal employment
and job training benefits. Don't let a
young man vou know miss out on any
federal or state benefits. Make sure he
knows about registering with Selective
Service. A complete registration list saves
our country six vital weeks in mobilizing
our manpower in a national emergency.

Selective Service Registration.
It's Quick. It's Easy. Andit's the Law.

[ —
Woodland

Meadows
Sanitary Landfill

Li

R

ing
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L"ooklng for a tailor

dressers. Lapham’s has a complete

State of Michigan

All loads must be covered.

censed by the

Van Born Road.
shop? west of Hannan £
Weight watchers or meliculous 326-0993

alteration department ready to serve
you. Personal fitings for both men and

" LAPHAM'S
120 E. Main, Northville

349-3677

OpenThurs. & Fri. 9109
Mon., Tues., Wed.. Sat. 9-6

Northville's Gourmet

.
@ A Nag'e Maragemen' Tompany

ViLLAGE SWEETS ‘N TREATS

—Featuring Superior Brand Coffee—

Country Store

Hand dipped chocolate, Penny Gasn
¢~ MapleSyrup, Unusu

124 N. Center Street
Northville, Michigan 48167

313-349-4477 -
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ass Door Specials
===wlhcimogiRite

Bring in your fireplace
measurements and choose the
model and finish. Enclosures
save you money by reducing
heat 10ss up the chimney by as
much as 90%.

HAVE IT FOR THE HOLIDAYS

20% piscounT

off Mfg. Sugg. price
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Dream

house

might be a
ig mistake

EE THAT DECK out there - the
one attached 1o the back of vour
house, or mavbe 1t's your neigh-

hor s house that majestically dis-
playvs America s newest status symbol
Mavhe vou've just admired it from
alar attached to the back of a big
nouse being bwidt in g new subdivision
That deck ought to make you think
about the future. Not vours. but vour
children's. anvway. It's a svmbol vour
children could come to regret. y
While vou mayv be a pioneer of the
crabgrass frontier. vour children and
prandchildren will be the generations
that must live with vour decisions —
good and bad

THEY WILL be the ones who know
the suburbs as older communities.
struggiing with all the problems with
which aging suburbs cope — decay,
congestion and outmoded buildings.

Suburban America’'s building of
choice. the home, could be very out-
moded 1n the tuture. In fact. it could be
outmoded right now.

Kenneth Jackson recently penned a
study of suburban America that should
be read by those who care about the fu-
ture of their community. or at least the
tuture of their kids.

“The structures outlast the people
who put them there.” he notes. “and im-
puse constraints on those who have 1o
adapt later to their own use ™ ;

Already restrictions abound. In a
:arge sense. the way we live is cutting
us off from thé rest of the world. when
what we really need to do is stay more
in touch.

While commerce has become inter-
national. we are building subdivisions
with walls. While the future of cheap
energy remains tentative at best, we
strive to build our subdivisions farther
and farther awav from central com-
mercial areas.

crackerbarrel
debate

Steve
Barnaby

AND WHILE neighbors must learn to
work together to meet the needs of our
aging suburbs, we have cut ourselves
off from those very people.

Streets from one subdivision toanoth-
er are blockaded. Subdivisions are built
without sidewalks.

“There are few places as desolate and
lonely as a suburban street on a hot af-
ternoon,”” wrote Jackson.

And he’'s right.

We have retreated to our homes
which. because of modern technology..
have become feudal domains — isolated
from the rest of the world, even our
neighbors’ world.

Before decks were called decks. they
were known as porches. And they were
built on the front of the house. Today
the front of the house very well could be
and often is the entrance to the garage
— a frightening similarity to the
drawbridge across the moit

A porch was built to + .mmunicate.
The deck is built to isol:e. It is our
window on just one thing - our own lit-
tle world.

Sure it’s fun having a deck attached
to a 3,500-square-fcot home regaled
with whirlpool. sauna, central air and
three-car garage.

But by living this way we have en-
dangered our sense of community, the
attribute that enables us to communi-
cate with each other and the rest of the
world — an essential to survival;

Justice? It’s just
negotiating tactics

REMEMBER JESSE Pitts? Now re-
tired from Oakland University, he was
dne of the world's few known conserva-

tive sociologists. I always found him a

tell-it-like-it-is kind of guy who used
plain. blunt English where others used
bureaucratic abstractions.

In the late '70s he taught a Courses by
Newspaper program on crime through
our news columns in which he accom-
panied nationally produced articles
with his own pungent comments.

Pitts debunked the notion that ours is
4 system of trial by jury. It's a system
of negotiation by lawyers, he said. be-
cause 95 percent of all cases are settled
out of court.

WHAT BROUGHT Professor Pitts to
mind was an article in the Dec. 1 Michi-
gan Lawyers Weekly by H. Lee Hether-
ington, visiting professor at Catholic
University of America Law Schoo! in
Washington, D.C. It's solid negotiation
technique.

, Lawyers have four “levers" they can

wge in every negotiation, Hetherington

wrote:

= 1. Uncertainty. The other party’s fear
#-the unknown will make him want to

seltle, so “you should inject as much

uncertainty as possible into any negoti-

ation,” he aqvised.

- “For example, you can feign uncer-

tdinty in your ability to carry out an

apponent’s request for information: . . .

£ 1 have to ask my client for more in-
frmation, he might just say forget the
whole deal.’ " :

- His cynical view is that the judicial
system is “the last resort for failed ne-
gotiations.” If clients hate uncertainty,
the most uncértain thing in the world is
a deliberating jury. So uncertainty is a

reat tool in negotiating.

~ 2. Timing. “Deadlines motivate peo-
ple to take action. Successful negotia-

[ & Tim
~~ - Richard

tors corastently take advantage of ex-
Isting deadlines — or create new
deadlines. . . Concessions once thought
to be out of the question suddenly be-
come workable alternatives.”

3. Opportunity. Look for things of
value to the opponent that are of little
value to you, and offer them. Stress the
value of the offered inducement.

4. Sanction. Simplest example is the
threat: “If you don’t, we'll. . .strike,
sue, sell to someone else.” You must se-
lect a sanction that will move the other
party and communicate it."”

Communication can be an ultimatum
or “news leaks, planted information or
veiled references in correspondence.”

I BRING UP this tender subject be-
cause the Michigan Legislature is still
wrestling with the problem of tort re-
form — the lawsuit craze that is dis-
torting our economy, draining our road
funds and forcing cancellation of cities’
holiday parades. '

Our legal system doesn’t necessarily
produce justice. Much of the result is a
matter of loose rules and negotiation
technique.

We pay for it — in our own insurance
premiums, in the taxes we pay to road
authorities and government, in the
health insurance we work for to cover
hospital costs.

Keep that jaundiced view in mind the
next time a propagandist from the
Michigan Trial Lawyers Association
gives you the line, "‘Let the jury decide.”
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Resolved in 1987, .
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CAMILLE McCOY/statf photographer

Like it or not the new year is here and so is the time for resolutions. Whether you're of a mind to eliminate a bad
habit or reach a goal, it's time to pen your resolutions for 1987. Whatever you resolve this coming year, our wish
to you is that this holiday be a safe one and the new year cne of peace and prosperity.

USED TO BE you could pretty much
stay out of trouble if you watched your
step, stayed out of the wrong side of
town, kept your tongue in check, and
minded your own business.

But,more and more you read and
hear about incidents where motorists
are randomly stopped and robbed, oc-
cupied homes are broken into and their
occupants terrorized. and shoppers are
robbed at gunpoint.

It's gotten to the point where some
people are getting defensive about the
publicity.

Two public officials recently told me
that they thought their community got a
bad rap when it came to crime news.
People, they said, got the impression
that there was a lot of erime in their
streets and shopping malls when, in
fact, the percentage of criminal of-
fenses was not out of line with neigh-
boring towns.

“Your chances of being robbed are
just as great in downtown Birmingham
as in our city, but that's not the percep-
tion,” they argued.

I agreed that was the perception, but
I wasn’t sure I bought the rest of their
argument.

But then, in an eight-day period,
there were two armed robberies in
downtown Birmingham. In one case, the
thief took a fur coat off a young wom-
an's back.

Perlberg

So their point may be well taken. but
it still bothers me. As does the mall
spokesperson quoted recently in the
wake of a series of assaults on shoppers
at Eastland Mall.

“Risks are everywhere today.” she
said. “I don’t think they are greater or
less (at shopping malls) than being in
the center of a city.”

SHE'S PROBABLY right. but does
that mean we have to accept such risks
as a part of everyday life?

Simple question. No simple answer.

I'll be the first to admit that I wince
when I hear law:and-order types gel
excited about capital punishment,
harsher sentencing and less coddhng of
criminals. 1 think their arguments are
essentially emotional, simplistic and
shortsighted.

But [ also tire of bleeding hearts who
say social ills are the cause of all crime.
There may be some truth in some of
their arguments, but that neither legi-
timizes crime nor makes life any easier
for victims.

'Risks are everywhere

I lose most patience with those who
actively encourage crime. If cars are
stolen right and left because they can be
resold in whole or in parts, that's only
because someone is willing to buy them.,

If drugs are behind thefts and shoot-
ings, then how can drug abuse be called
a victimless crime? And how can af-
fluent. suburban cocaine users call
their habit recreational drug use?

If the infiltration of drugs from other
countries is a national epidemic, then
why can banks, in violation of the law,
deal in large cash transactions with
hardly more than wrist-slappings when
they are caught?

THIS 1S aimless blathering, I realize.
But I think we keep sticking our heads
in the sand until somebody sticks us up.
We move out of the city because it is
dangerous, but crime eventually follows
us. You can run, Joe Louis said, but you
cannot hide.

There are, of course, no easy solu-
tions. But one step in the right direction
is realizing that we are all in the same
community. We can't be secure in our
home or our neighborhood and Bretend
that crime happens somewhere else.

Today's problems in a crime-ridden
part of the city are tomorrow's worries
in suburbia. But if we wait until tomor-
row, as we have in the past, it will be a
long time before the day when crime
takes a holiday.
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messages and eats

CONTAMINATION ALERT:

'ﬂnTSodety of Humans Allied to
Fight Terrorism (SHAFT), in a special
newsletter alert, claims that thou;’:cnds
of Bibles produced by Z Publishing Co.
have been found to contain contami-
nants. The Society states that con-
sumers throughout the Midwest are re-
porting that newly purchased Bibles
haye had ham sandwiches stuffed be-
tween the pages of the Old Testament.
Asked to comment on the announce-
ment, a SHAFT representative dis-
closed that in recent weeks several Z
Publishing Co. warehouses have been
broken into. He believes that elements
of a dissident Palestinian group may
have deliberately contaminated the
Bibles in order to foment bad feelings
between Christians and Jews in the U S..

Meanwhile a spokesman for Z Pub-
lishing Co. has challenged the SHAFT
statement, claiming he has no knowl-
edge of the alleged break-ins. He fur-
ther declared that the report of “thou-
sands” of contaminated Bibles is a gross
exaggeration. To date, he said, only 143
such Bibles have been discovered in
three states — New York, Wisconsin
and Utah. He pointed out that their in-
formation indicates that these are “iso-
lated” cases that may have resulted
from customers inadvertently carrying
their lunches and their Bibles in the
same container.

In addition, reports reaching the pub-
lisher from the field do not substantiate
the fear that the alleged “contamina-
tion” resulted from terrorist activity. If
this were so, the representative stated,
all sandwiches would have been uni-
form. However, from its contact offices
in three states, Z Publishing Co. has
learned that the so-called sandwiches
were in fact not uniform. Some were
plain ham on rye, some with mustard,
some with horse radish and three were
ham and cheese. Also, the publisher’s
data showed that in one locality there
were a number of salami sandwiches.

The spokesman apnounced that while
" the company plans no further action,
any person who may have a newly pur-
chased Z Bible that he suspects has been
contaminated may return it to the place
of purchase for refund. The publisher
agrees to make such refunds only for
validated purchases returned within
three days. Otherwise, it was felt the
bam may develop salmonella. With
salami an additional day will be al-
lowed.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

(After an evening out, it’s just dandy
to come home and find a slip of paper
clipped to the phone with a bobby pin):

“Dad, a man named Herb (or Henry?)
called. Didn’t get his last name. Figured
you'd know who it was. Said his compa-
ny is coming out with a health product
known as . . . ? Anyway, he’ll drop off
a sample soon. It’s supposed to cause
cancer, or maybe cures, not sure. But it

has something to do with cancer, so this

man knew you would want to get start-
ed on a big promotion. Love, Diane.”

SPORTS AWARENESS 101:

For those of you anxious to learn the
results of last night’s hockey game, Doc
Jamison has prepared a summary: one
fracture of the fibula, two facial contu-
sions, a separation of the scapula, acute
laceration of the rib cage, and an invol-
untary hockey,stick implant in the re-
gions of ower body. Final score:
Blue Cross 3, Independence Health Plan
2.

FINICKY PALATE:

Being something of a picky eater, I
looked long and hard at the salad the
waitress had brought me. With its over-
lapping leaves of lettuce, curled carrot
sticks and towering stalks of green
onions, there was no doubt that the chef
had gone to great lengths to create a
veritable jungle of culinary temptation.
I couldn’t help but watch as the dressing
coursed its way down the leaves of let-
tuce, spilled over the carrots, tomatoes,
mushrooms and came to rest at the feet
of a large black beetle. I could only as-
sume that he was dead. Summoning the
waitress over to my table, I pointed out
the creature who lay so still and uncar-
ing in the midst of such a savory de-
light.

“Why, that’s a dead beetle!” she re-
marked. “Please forgive us for serving
you such a salad.” Her face was crim-
son.

I hoped I hadn’t hurt her feelings.

“You just wait,” she said. “I’ll rush
this right back to the chef.”

With that she was gone and I resumed
my solitary repast. It wasn’t long, how-
ever, before the waitress returned, this

.time with a much larger salad.

“We wanted to make it up to you, sir,
30 we added some anchovies and cu-
cumbers.”

As she disappeared once more within ¢

the confines of the kitchen, I again
poured the dressing across the lettuce
and watched, fascinated, as the stream
of vinegar and oil made its way through
the forest of lettuce leaves, green
onions and mushrooms, submerging the
anchovies and surging on past a strand
of lettuce hearts. Shortly from the
clump emerged a large black beetle
who wasted no time plunging into the
torrent of dressing. With masterful
strokes and great alacrity he made his
way to the other side. Again I waved a
summons to the waitress, indicating the
presence 31( the beetle with my index
finger. -

She shook her head. “That chef of
ours is a wizard. Would you believe he
had to give that beetle mouth to mouth
resuscitation? He certainly got him
back in shape.”

I asked her to convey to the chef my
regards. :

Roy Denial
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A bit of R

THE UNLIKELY melding of flowers
and football into matchless New Year’s
Day pageantry has made the California
city of Pasadena familiar to millions of
Americans, many of us from the Mid-
west having been lured there at least
once by appearance of a Big Ten team
in the Rose Bowl game.

However, there are fascinating back-
ground details in the history of this
world-famed spectacle that escape at-
tention of the once-in-a-lifetime tour-
ists, or go untold by modern telecasters.
Maybe I can enhance your appreciation
of what you will see on the tube by
mentioning a few. )

If you think I am unduly assuming the
mantle of authority, let the record show
that there was a period in my-checkered
past when I was very close to all this as
editor of the official Tournament of
Roses program published by the Pasa-
dena post of the American Legion. That
same span also brought election as
president of the Southern California
Football Writers Association.

On the chance that you are a football
addict, perhaps you can win a saloon
wager from a sucker some day on
whether all Big Ten schools have had
teams in the Rose Bowl. Yes, they have
— two of them before the contract be-
tween the Pacific Coast and Western
Conferences was signed in the mid-'40s.

Those two were Michigan (49-0 over
Stanford on Jan. 1, 1902) and Ohio State,
a 28-0 loser to California on New
Year’s Day, 1921. Neither game was
played in the Arroyo Seco site where the
stadium now sits, but they are accepted
as official bowl lore.

FIRST APPEARANCES since the

Viscount

Pools
Has Moved

New Address
28302 Joy Rd.
Livonia
261-8580

8:00a.m.-3:30 p.m.

FURNITURE STRIPPING & REFINISHING

iNSURANCE REPAIRS

StoYe Hours
Mon.-Sat.

FREE Pick-up and Delivery

MICHIGAN RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

542-4110
21620 Coqlidge Hwy.
Oak Park, M| 48237
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inter-conference wedding were Illinois
over UCLA, 1947, Michigan over-
whelming USC in 1948; Northwestern
defeating California, 1949; Ohio State
over California, 1950; Wisconsin losing
to USC in 1953; Michigan State whipp-
ing UCLA in 1954; Iowa beating Oregon
State, 1957; Minnesota as loser to Wash-

Another goodie for bak patrons is
whether Notre Dame ever hys played in
the Rose Bowl. You can win! by betting
the affirmative.

Specifically, Knute Rockne took his
unbeaten 1924 team west — the team
that boasted the Four Horsemen and
Seven Mules — and on New Year’s Day
1925 scalped Stanford, 27-10, Elmer
Layden starring with touchdown runs of
69 and 70 yards.

Save this column in case anyone ever
asks you to name the Horsemen and
Mules. The backs were Layden, Harry
Stuhldreher, Jim Crowley and Don Mil-
ler. In the line were Ed Huntsinger and
Charles Collins, ends; Joe Bach (later
Detroit Lions line coach under Gus
Dorais) and Rip Miller, tackles; Noble
Kizer and John Weibel, guards, and
Capt. Adam Walsh, center. ;

It was on Jan. 1, 1890 that the first
Tournament of Roses was held. The
idea was that of Dr. Charles Frederick
Holder, a noted writer and resident who
had witnessed the Carnival of Flowers
at Nice, France. He suggested his city
do something similar.

The idea was accepted and Pasade-
na's first rose festival was called the
“Battle of Flowers,” Several years later
“Tournament of Roses” was adopted as
more fitting.
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Bowl history

EARLY FESTIVALS were sponsored
by the Valley Hunt Club, but sports pro-
grams as adjuncts to the parades varied
from year to year. Besides the lone stab
at football in 1902, they included chari-
ot races, foot races, greased pig hunts,
races between horses that had appeared
in the parade, pole climbing contests
and the like. ]

Football became a fixture starting in
1916. Then the Rose Bowl stadium was
built at city expense at the foot of a
majestic mountain range in time for the
1923 dedication game when USC de-
feated Penn State, 14-3. :

Although this is the grandaddy of all
bowl games, it has been overshadowed
some years by rival post-season attrac-
tions and 1987 'is supposed to be one of
those times when Miami and Penn State
duel at Tempe for the mythical national
championship.

But when it comes to parades, noth-
ing anywhere matches Pasadena.

The era of the home decorated horse-
drawn buggy or surrey faded into histo-
ry long ago. Now, millions upon millions
of fresh, natural flowers are used in
decorating the elaborate creations that
are designed and constructed by profes-
sional float makers with solid engineer-
ing backgrounds.

Adding to the glamour are dozens of
richly garbed equestrians and marching
bands from throughout the nation
parading before at least a million spec-
tators along a parade route of more
than five miles. No other American
event says “Happy New Year" more
appealingly.

Fred Delano
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No Christmas:
leftovers here.

The best prices are on the things Santa didn't
want. But not at Sherman's.
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Hospitals

By Teri Banas
staf! writer

Behind the once-described “im-
pending” Lakeover of Westland Med-
ical Center by Mercy Health Care
Corp. was a desire by Westland's op-
erators to obtain a better financial
package and retain involvement in
the struggling former county hospi-
tal

Sources said it was that assurance
that pursuaded Southwest Detroit
Hospital Corp. trustees to turn their
attention away from a direct future
buyout by the secure Sisters of Mer-
cy Health Care Corp. and toward
overtures made by a coalition of its
neighboring competitors.

In a final-hour move last week,
Southwest trustees decided against
signing a contract with the Catholic
health care provider after weeks of
serious negotiations. Instead, South-
west turned their attention to a new
coalition of competitors.

The coalition includes the public-
ly-owned People’s Community Hos-
pital Authority, operators of five
hospitals including Annapolis Hospi-
tal in Wayne; Oakwood Hospital
Corp. which operates Dearborn’s
615-bed Oakwood Hospital;, and the
360-bed Garden City Osteopathic
Hospital.

Unlike the Mercy group, which op-
erates five facilities in southeast
Michigan, the nearest at Detroit's
Mount Carmel Hospital and Ann Ar-
bor’s Catherine McAuley Health
Center, the PCHA, Oakwood and
Garden City all share a part of or all
of Westland's service area, placing
them in direct competition with the
former county hospital.

THOUGH A FORMAL offer was
not presented at last week’s meeting,

sources said the compelitors sug-
gested the option of a four-way part-
nership In operating Westland Medi-
cal with Southwest and a better fi-
nancial package )

Southwest and its three regional
competitors would form a new cor-
poration to run the institution. Mer-
cy. on the other hand, offered to set-
tle Southwest’s debts and take over
Its operating lease exclusive of
Southwest.

Sources said Southwest trustees
were not unified in their decision to
sideline Mercy's offer. One trustee,
Charles Arnold, called the new cifer
“seemingly more beneficial if it
comes to fruition.” But trustee Rich-
ard Huegli, who considered Mercy's
proposal “as more solid,” described
the decision as one that everly split
the board.

“They offered some asditional
money and some participa‘ion in a
corporation,” said Arnold, d-:scribing
what appeared to influence a major-
ity of board members.

What is clear, he said, was that the
new coalition acted urgently.

“IU’s interesting they did.’t have
any kind of proposal until we came
out and said we had onc from the
Sisters of Mercy,” said Huegli.

All this, he suggested, appeared to
reflect “a fear on the part of the hos-
pitals of (developm . nt of) a strong
acute care facility which would hurt
them.

“The area Westland sits in is what
PCHA considers a primary service
area and parcs of it are primary to
Garden City and Oakwood Hospital,”
said PCHA chairman Donald Pizzi-
menti, adding that the PCHA has
long been interested in the Westland
operation.

Sources for the three hospitals
said it was too early to describe the
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kind of facility they envision opera-
ting there “How this will all play
out 15 not completely clear as yet,”
said Pizziment

Hospital sources say the picture is
a familiar one in today's high-cost
bealth care industry which is strug-
gling with extreme competition for
patients and staff while under pres-
sure Lo control medical costs by re-
ducing in-patient beds. As a result,
more partnerships and service
agreements are being forged be-
tween competitors.

In the case of the PCHA, which
lost $3 million in its operations last
year, expansion and a need to diver-
sify is an object of its corporate
board and critical for its sustained,
long-term operation.

In a 1988 report by a PCHA steer-
ing committee, members recom-
mended that the hospital needed to
change its public status to a private-
ly-operated one and diversify ser-
vices in ordwu e off losses in
the late 1980 Founded in 1944, the
authority operates Heritage Hospi-
tal, Outer Driver Hospital, Seaway
Hospital and Beyer Memorial, be-
sides Annapolis. In total, there are
1,080 beds with an occupancy rate of
about 65 percent, slightly over the
state average. In addition, it formed
a partnership with the Oakwood or-
ganization to operate a family pra-
tice center in Trenton.

The report noted that the PCHA
recently began losing market share
resulting in decreased admissions
and this has “‘accelerated dramati-
cally in the current fiscal year.” It
estimated losses in 1989 if something
isn’t done.

To summarize, the report noted:
“Survival of the organization is de-
pendent to a critical degree on the
ability of the entity to formulate and
implement strategies that will result
in increased market share and estab-
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Lshment of profitable new pro-
grams.”

PCHA's Punment said that in -

light of the industry’s difficulties
ing for opportunities to cooperate if
they can "

He said his group’s management
views a deal over Westland Medical
as “an opportunity to diversify

In this area of western Wayne
County, be noted, keen competition
is fueled by outmigration of resi-
dents and losses in medical benefits
due lo worker displacement in the
auto industry.

“After the 1950s and into the 1970s
western Wayne County grew rapidly.
There wasn't a need for coalitions
between organizations because there
Was an ever-increasing demand.
Then came high inflation, changes in
the American economy and layoffs.
There is indication that western
Wayne is not growing in near the
manner it was a few years ago and
the profile of the population is
changing (aging).”

On Monday financial advisers for
the three hospitals were expected to
meet to review Westland's finances.
It suffered more than $1 million in
losses last year under Southwest’s
management but while a county hos-
pital two years ago, losses reached
as high as $18 million.

“The discussions going on are cer-
tainly serious and what ultimately
will be recommended will be formu-
lized after a review (of legal and fi-
nancial questions),” said Pizzementi,
noting that they need to get answers
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eye union over Westland Medical

on bow its public status could effect largest employer with a 1,100-mem-
these plans.

Garden City's senior vice presi-
dent, Gary Ley, said it may be a
while before cohesive thinking em-
erges from the various facilities.
“Three hospitals could come up with

Garden City Hospital, the city’s
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The Dunning-Hough Library in Plymouth has a cheery holiday
appearance.

he Plymouth-Canton com-
munity believes in dress-
ing up for the holidays
each year.

Area homes, businesses, churches
and other buildings are festively
decorated for the season. Greens,
wreaths, lights and ornaments com-
bine to send a cheery “happy holi-
days™ message to passers-by.

The decorations help send greet-
ings of the season to one and all.
They're particularly helpful that
way during seascns when there's no
snow on the ground.

With the passing of each holiday
season, the time comes to take down
the decorations and to pack them
away for another year. Somehow,
that task doesn't seem nearly as
pleasant a