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=71986 crime statistics mixed

HAPPY NEW YEAR:

You thought celebration of the
New Year was behind us. The

celebration of the Chinese New·

Year will be observed tonight at
the Pagoda Inn, 44515 Ann Arbor

Road at Sheldon, Plymouth.
Besi-des a feast of Chinese food.

the Chinese New Year

celebration features a kung-fu
performer and a dragon dance,
featuring the colorful Oriental
costumes, beginning at 6.30 p.ni
In case you missed it, 1987 is the
Year of the Hare.

A HEALTHY SHOT:

Growth Works, which operates an
alternative education program
for youth in Plymouth-Canton,
received an $18,000 shot in the
arm Monday night. The
Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education allocated the sum to

remedy a budget shortfall in
Growth Works' Learning Options
program.

Learning Options offers
daytime education in basic
subjects to about 40 middle and
high school students who hape
difficulty achieving in a typical
school environment. Budgeted
this year for the program was
$156,085 - money raised from
the local school district, the

i Plymouth Community Fund/
United Way, Wayne County, and '
other sources.

Superintendent John Hoben, a
member of Growth Works' board,

was reluctant to bring the request
to trustees but called the

program a fine one that "gives
kids who can't cope with the
rigors of regular school the
special. individualized attention
they need."

ON OVERTIMIL The
public is welcome to join
Plymouth-Canton school board
members and administrators at a

workshop Fridayat the Holiday
Inn at Six Mile and Newburgh.
Livonia.

On the agenda during the 4 30-
9.30 p.m. session will be district
goals, the upcoming school
election, the construction and

renovation of school building:i, ,
and boundaries.

By Doug Funki
staff writer

Burglaries in Plymouth Township
last year increased by 15 percent but
thefts decreased by 22 percent.

In the city of Plymouth, criminal
mischief increased 49 percent while
burglary declined by 75 percent.

The 1986 crime statistics were

provided by Carl Berry, police chief
in Ilymouth Township, and Richard

Myers, police *ef in the city of
1>lyniouth

Criminal mischief in the township
- which includes vandalism, mali-
cious destruction of property and
suspicious persons - would appear
to have increased 87 percent from
362 incidents in 1985 to 674 last

year.

However, Berry said that result is
a statistical aberration and resulted

from different record-keeping sys-
tems used by the city during the first
half of 1985 and the township the
last half of that year and all of 1986.
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ito action
1 By M.B. Dillon
 staff writer

Joe Bida never dreamed he'd

live this long.
For some unknown reason, I Ighbur:potneiitulittionur?t

years in one plare."

j Plymouth's former mayor, now
: a Canton resident, has seldom been

3 bored on the job. He's done every-
1 thing from flipping hamburgers for

25 cents an hour to manning a
1 cherry picker for the Marines.
1 Right now, he's a custodian for
,Plymouth-Canton Community
r Schools.

In 1980, he left Plymouth and
y Leo Calhoun Ford for a four-year
, stint on an Illinois oil field Calhoun

owned.

IN THE township during 1986

• Burglary increased to 176 inct·
dents from 153.

• Auto theft increased to 91 inct

dents from 84

• Larceny decreased to 500 inci-
dents from 642.

• Assaults of all types decreased
to 61 incidents from 67.

Criminal mischief - including
only vandalism and MI)OP -· rose in

By Doug Funke
staff writer

Opportunity.
That's all someone bent on crimi-

nal activity needs to accomplish the
deed.

All too often crime victims pro-

the city from 157 incidents in 1985 to
234 last year
. Also In the city during 1986

• Assaults increased to 60 inci-
dents from 57

• Burglary decreased to 44 inci-
dents from 178.

• Larceny fell to 293 incidents
from 341

• Auto theft decreased to 25 inci-
dents from 28.

Only a handful of robberies and

vide opportunity through ignorance
or inattentiveness. police say.

Yes, some people still leave their
cars unattended with keys in the ig-
nition. Kids Ieave their bicycles or
toys out front overnight. Darkened
houses with open garage doors send

11*icJ94/0/&I,-17·W/-& 1,1%271 %47·

criminal sexual episodes were re-
ported in each community. No homi-
cides were recorded.

Neither the city nor township had
pockets where a panicular crime
was prevalent, the chiefs said.

Care must be taken when compar-
inK statistics between communities.

Demographics vary significantly
between the city and township of
Plymouth. Also, record-keeping
methods differ between depart-
ments.

out the obvious message that no
one's inside.

And it isn't always the "profes-
sional" who strikes close to home.

Many effective crime prevention

Please turn to Page 2
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Crooks seek opportunity

MYERS attributed the astonishing
decrease in city burglaries to three
factors.

"Number one, in 1985 and early
86, we got some convictions on bur-
glars who were responsible for a
large percentage They're off the
street.

"Another factor is getting out of
the alarm business and enforcing our
false alarm ordinance," Myers add-
ed,

Better alarms are going in and
when police do respond to alarms,
they're more likely to catch someone
in the act, the chief said.

Crime prevention programs have
had an effect, Myers said, but one
that can't readily be determined.

The drop in larcenies probably
goes hand-in-hand with the decrease
in burglaries - "again, identifying a
couple of people who were responsi-
ble for a lot of 'em," Myers said.

Please turn to Page 2
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Joe Bida, former mayor of Plymouth, has returned to the area and settled in Canton Township. He now works for Plymouth-Please turn to Page 2 Canton Community Schools.
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accident

takes life

A 47-year-old Westland man was
killed Tuesday afternoon in an in-
dustrial accident at Stahl Manufac-

turing Co. on Junction, Plymouth.
Ronald Darrow, pinned under a

hi-]o while attempting to move a
large grate, was pronounced dead
at St. Mary Hospital, Livonia, at 2
p.m. less than an hour after the ac-
cident occurred.

Death was caused by multiple in-
juries, said an investigator for the
Wayne County Medical Examiner.

A witness told police that Dar-
row was attempting to move the

| hethido and extending te fors as
high as they would go. The exten-
sion made the hi-lo top-heavy and
it began to fall on its side

Darrow attempted to jump off,
the witness told police, but the roll
bar surrounding the driver's com-
partment struck him in the head

A second hi-10 had been used to

lift the first vehicle off Darrow be-

fore the fire department arrived.
He was uncon80]ous and not

breathing when rescue personnel 
arrived

Attempts to revive Darrow with
cardiopulmonary resuscitation
failed.

Funeral arrangements, as of

Wednesday morning, were incom
plete

-----

Miranda

Police disagree on challenge to ruling
By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

In a move area police and civil Ii-
bertarians are calling misguided,
U.S. Attorney General Edwin Meese
III is seeking to overturn the Miran-
da rule re·quiring police to read sus-
perts their legal rights.

A Justice Department report pre-
pared for Meese says challenging the
21-year-old decision is "essential."

"everturning Miranda would be
among the most important achieve-
ments of this administration," the

report says. The Miranda rule, it
adds, is "a derelict on the waters of
the law," the New York Times re-
ported.

The attorney general has said
Miranda hampers criminal investi
gations and prevents police from ob-
taining confessions from suspects.

Police chiefs here disagree.
Miranda has "made for much

more humane and professional in-
v,stigative police techniques," said
Plymouth Police Chief Richard My-
ers -Rather than just say it's a bad
thing, let's throw it out, I say let's
takr another look at police depart-
merits' ability to police themselves
and ser if wr ran't be entrusted with
ill(,1,1, '

The Miranda rule requiring police
1„ inform suspects of their right to

remain silent and to legal counsel
became federal law in 1966 "when

we used to beat confessions out of

people," said Myers

"One of the reasons it came about

was because police abused their
power. Miranda has raised the con-
sciousness of police. We have to po-
lice ourselves also."

Myers didn't rule out change en-
tirely.

"I'd prefer a good faith exception
to an outright pitching of the Miran-
da right. I think the feeling of Meese,
and of myself to an extent, is that
maybe it's time to take a look at it.
Instead of coming up with prohibi-
lions, take a look at the spirit of the
Constitution," he added,

CANTON POLICE Chief .John

Santomaurosaid, "Generally, Miran
da warnings have not hindered crim
inal investigations. Where wr have
run into problems is with what I call
abstract opinions resulting from
Miranda

"I think there is a need for police
to advise persons of their rights ron-
stitutionally. But beyond (hat prr-
sons have a right to decide whether
to walve those rights or to remain
silent"

Carl Rerr>, Plymouth Township

police chief. said Miranda ''has cre-
ated some hindrance. We've lived

with Miranda for a lot of years, and
it has made a difference in that the

individual ha, been somewhat pro-
tec ted.

1 don't think it's made a big dif-
ference in investigations and confes-
sions," the chief added.

'No nuitter what the faults are

wilhin mir Judicial system, we still
are working with the philosophy that
people are innocent until proven
guilty That lipholds our Constitution
lind the system we work under."

11()WAR[) SIMON, executive di

rector of the Michigan American
('ivil Liberties Union, called Meese

"a straight-A student in the 'Dirty
Harry School of Criminal Justice.'

"The most absurd thing the attor-
ney general has said is that there is

something to worry at)6ut when the
poll(·e are ic·quired to inform Ameri-
can citizens of their constitutional

rights." sind Simon

l'he ACI,li h,i. c'tillected close to

250.00{) petition signatures cailing
for thu· reniov·,1 of Mrese from off-

ice 11 plans to present them soon to
I're,ident Itpag:·in, Simon said.

Monday night sorne 200 persons
r ,·pri.grwme fhe A('1,11, NO W., and

the NAACP demonstrated to protest
Meece's appearance for a com-
mencement speech in the Rackham
Auditorium for the Detroit College
of Law.

"People may get the impression
that these kinds of decisions, that
have professionalized the work of
police, somehow are responsible for
the crime rate, when an infinitesi-
mally small percentage of cases
ever involve these kinds of issues,"
Simon said.

"The main problem is that police
can catch only a small percentage of
those people who commit crimes If
you can envision a huge funnel and
you compare the number of crimes
committed, reported and the number
for which suspects are apprehended,
charged and punishments imposed,
the whole thing funnels down to a
smaller and smaller group.

"We don't have a problem with
crime because police inform sus-
perts of their rights, or because po-
lire can't seize evidence without a
warrant.

"The attorney general frankly is
an ideological hatchet man, not a le-
gal scholar It is a disgrace that
somebody like Ed Meese is the chief
law enforcement officer of this coun-
try "
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