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Commission OKs

expansion of D DA

Larry Mowry (background, left) project su-
pervisor, Gil Stafford, business manager of
the Plymouth Christian Academy, and Ro-

BILL BRESLER/staft photographer

land DeRenzo, echool superintendent, check
progres• on a clauroom addition to the fa-
cility.

Christian Academy starts
$150,000 building project

By Doug Funki
staff writer

Plymouth's City Commission Monday overwhelming-
ly approved expansion of the downtown development
authority district.

The approval, with only Donald Keller dissenting,
came after several residents expressed fears about
commercial encroachment into neighborhoods.

The addition of about 35 lots to the downtown devel-

opment district will generate an estimated $175,000 an-
nually in property tax revenue for the district by the
1988-89 budget year.

Initially, that money is expected to be spent burying
all uUlities at the Central Parking Lot deck off Main
Street.

The pre-expanded district this year is expected to
generate $106,000 to pay bonds used to finance a deck
for the parking lot.

State law allows for establishment of special develop-
ment authority districts to renovate or provide services
in downtown areas.

THE PORTION of tax revenue that results from ris-
ing values of existing properties plus all revenue of new
development within a downtown district stays in the dis-
trict.

In Plymouth, properties within and outside the down-
town development district are taxed at the same rate.

Most commissioners said their concerns about expan-
sion of the district had been answered with information

provided by the downtown development authority, an
advisory group, and city administrators.

Residents who spoke to the issue didn't seem nearly
as convinced.

Bob Mundt, who lives on Ann Arbor Trail, presented
the commission with a peUtion he sald contained 446
signatures.

The peUtion cited objection to expansion of the au-
thority, possible diversion of general fund money to the
district and increased property taxes.

"I do disagree with the current expansion of DDA into
residential areas," Mundt said. "It subsequently invites
development."

"We don't want Plymouth to be the commercial cen-
ter for this area," said William McAninch.

HE SUGGESTED that property owners in the devel-
opment district could request an additional tax of $2 per
$1,000 of state equalized valuation allowed by state law
if they wanted more money.

John Moehle maintained that the development dis-
trict as constituted prior to the expansion could pay for
additional improvements in the years ahead.

Larry Kuhns, who lives on Maple, presented the city
commission with a survey that he said already indicated
a healthy downtown business district.

He said that taxpayers throughout the city lose a
voice in how tax dollars are spent when money generat-
ed by downtown development districts stays downtown.

"Controversial items should go to a vote of the peo-
ple," Kuhns said.

City Manager Henry Graper said he may send sum-
maria of a report prepared by the downtown develop- .
ment authority to everyone who signed the petition pre-
sented by Mundt.

By Doug Funke
staff writer
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A $150,000 expansion - two
classrooms, a science lab and a
music room - is under way at
Plymouth Christian Academy.

The addition, upwards of 3,600
square feet, should be finished this
summer, said Roland DeRenzo,
academy superintendent.

Fund-raising efforts already
have netted 25 to 30 percent of an-
ticipated construction costs, he
said.

"We're not looking at a mort-
gage or working on a loan at this
time," DeRenzo said. "This phase
is basically underwritten by our
constituency. It's not a full-blown
capital funding drive, but similar
to that.

"We expect a major push to be
completed by August or September
to make contacts and secure
funds."

Medges probably will be paid
over a two or three-year period, he
said.

PLYMOUTH CHRISTIAN Acad-

emy, one of the larger private
schools in the community, has 480
students in grades K-12, DeRenzo
said. Enrollment is expected to rise
to 500 next year and cap at 750 by
the mid-1990s.

"For our facility, that's the max-
imum we could handle," he said.

The academy, affiliated with
Calvary Baptist Church in Canton,
was established in 1976.

School buildings were rented in
Northville and W6tland before

students began attending classes on
the academy's own property six
years ago.

Grades five through 12 currently
are housed in a building containing
14 classrooms. The addition will be
attached to the south side of that
structure.

Grades K through four are
housed in the former church build-

ing that has been renovated.

FURTHER improvements are
planned to the academy and church
property, although no timetable

has been set, DeRenzo said.

Phase II anticipates construction
of an education wing to the church
for Sunday school classes.

Phase III calls for construction

of a multi-purpose fieldhouse and
Phase IV for renovation of the cur-

rent gym into classrooms and spe-
cialty rooms.

"Our education is a family pro-
cess," DeRenzo said. "The differ-
ence here is involving mom and
dad in the process. We emphasize
the family and family unit."

Some public schools seek that
goal, too, he added, but private
schools can be more selective in

staff they hire and students they
admit. "Our population is much
smaller," DeRenzo said.

Tuition, he said, won't be raised
to pay for the capital improve-
ments.

Tuition this year is *1,800 for
high school students, $1,600 for pu-
pils in grades seven and eight and
$1,200 for children in grades K
through six.

Family discounts are available.

Warm weather spawns
cruisers and tickets
By Doug Funki
staff writer

Summerlike weather last week-

end brought swarms of young people
to downtown Plymouth and the is-
suance of more than 150 tickets for

disorderly conduct, traffic offenses
and parking violations, according to
Police Chief Richard Myers.

"I'm not saying it was a record
crowd, but it certainly was a record
number of tickets we wrote," he
said. "The word will get out."

Of the 147 non-parking tickets is-
sued last weekend, 29 went to Livo-
nians, 21 to Canton residents, 19 to
Plymouth Township residents, 13 to
Westlanders, 10 to Garden City resi-
dents and five to city of Plymouth
residents, police reported.

Eleven officers worked Friday
night, eight Saturday and six Sunday,

Myers said. Normally five officers
are on duty, he added.

They issued.

0 71 misdemeanor tickets for

such offenses as trespassing, urinat-
ing in public and littering.

• 54 civil traffic violations, in-
cluding speeding and most other
moving violations.

• 22 misdemeanor traffic Uckets
for more serious offenses like reck-

less driving and open intoxicants in a
motor vehicle.

• 13 parking tickets.

YOUNG PEOPLE under 17 years
of age are referred to Wayne County
juvenile court. Those 17 and older
will settle accounts in 35th District
Court.

Defendants who plead guilty or
are found guilty of disorderly con-

duet charges in district court can ex-
pect to pay substanUally more for
their trespasses this year.

"Obviously from the judges' per-
spective, we have to evaluate each
case on its merits, but I would say as
a general rule we'll increase fines
and costs," said John A. MacDonald,
chief judge.

He and Judge James Garber will
contemplate a fine of $100, court
costs of *100 and a judgment fee of
$5 for a total assessment of $205,
MacDonald said.

A couple of days on the court's
weekend work detail also could be
included.

LAST SUMMER, fines ranged
from $50 to $100 plus the work de-
tail.
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Evmything you ever
wanted to know about
condos - but dldn't
know who to ask? Now
you do.
Starting today...

condo queries'
by Birmingham attorney
ROBERT MEISNER
Im b..regular
Thuriday feature In our
Criallve Living lectlon.

By Julli Brown
staff writer

When people ask Paul Stanton
about his stamp collection, many
want to know which stamp of his is
the rarest or most expensive.

For Stanton, collecting stamps is a
hobby.

"I like to downplay the monetary
value of stamps," said the Plymouth
Township resident, who works as a
credit analyst for R.S. Electronics in
Livonia.

"It's a hobby. You have fun at it.
The main thing is just a relaxing, en-
joyable hobby."

Stanton, 29, began collecting
stamps some 20 years ago. His fa-
ther collected coins.

Stanton'a mother had a box of
stamps she'd saved for the church
missionaries.

"I looked through those and said,
'I'm going to start collecting these,"'
he said.

He convinced his mother to buy
him a stamp album. The worldwide
album had picture, of *amps, and
Stanton tried to track down the
stan,pi to match the picturl.

OVER THE yean, Stanton'i col-
lectioo hu grown.

Althugh he hu a few good
Ampi "stahed away in the buk
vault," Stanton :Ull considers stamp

collecting something to do primarily
for fun. He has met people at stamp
shows and also has corresponded
with a number of stamp collectors.

"The biggest thing is I've met a lot
of people," he said.

"I've broadened my horizons and
been able to learn a lot."

The 1975 Plymouth Canton High
School graduate earned a bachelor's
degree in business administration
from Michigan's Spring Arbor Col-
lege in 1978.

Last year, Stanton worked full
time for a stamp dealer, fulfilling
one of his drearns. Although he en-
joyed that job, Stanton decided he
didn't want to continue it.

"Then it became work instead of

fun," he said.
While he worked for the stamp

dealer, Stanton met people who
would bring in sheets of stamps.
They were disappointed to learn that
often those stamps weren't even
worth what they had paid for them
in earlier years.

"They'd think we were crooks or
mmething," Stanton laid. "We can
buy them for less than face value.
We'd put them on our mall."

RTANTW ENCOURAGES begin-
ning stamp collector, to collect
whatever it ts they enjoy. The only
requirements are having lome lei-
oure time and di,cretionary Income.

people
L Stimp Ihow scheduled
this weekend -Page 4A

One General Motors executive

Stanton knows collects auto stamps;
some physicians collect stamps with
medical themes.

"Just about anything you want,
you can collect. You can collect
what you want how you want."

Sometimes, stamp collecting is
pushed as an educational activity for
children. Although that's true, a
heavy-handed approach can leave
youngsters not interested, Stanton
said.

Stanton is a member of the Bir-

mingham Stamp Club. That club and
the Birmingham YMCA have started
a youth club for stamp collectors, to
get them interested in the hobby.

Stanton hu stamps from Bhutan,
a small country in the Himalayas.
He's an officer in a club of people
collecting Tin Can Illand Items. The
Asland Ls in Tonga in the,outh Paclf-
ic.
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Plymouth Towlhip'* Paul Stanton le looking forward to thls
v-kind'I Plymouth elamp show.The ehow will be hold trom
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday ind from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday at
Contral Middle School.
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