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100 ticketed

for violations

IN 'cruise-in’

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

About 100 young people were tick-
eted for disorderly conduct and traf-
fic violations during last weekend's
"cruise-in," a large, weekly gather-
ing of youth in downtown Plymouth
that has the community up in arms.

Three Detroit youth joyriding in a
stolen car were apprehended and
one drunk driver arrested.

More than 50 were Ucketed for
misdemeanors including trespassing,
alcohol possession and urinating in
public, said Plymouth Police Chief
Richard Myers.

The remainder were cited for traf-
fic violations, such as unnecessary
noise, speeding, impeding traffic and
making prohibited turns.

Excluded from the totals are
parking offenses.

Heavily represented among those
ticketed were young people from
Livonia, Westland and Northville,
Myers said.

“"From there it was a whole

smattering, with a few from Plym-

'Ws insignificant trivia,
but when you add it a!!
up, it's serious.’

- Plymouth businessman

onto Main Street from Ann Arbor
Road and closed Harvey Street at
Ann Arbor Road. Parking bans also
were in effect

-That helped us regulate traffic
flow to manageable numbers in a
northbound direction, anyway," My-

ers said.

PLYMOUTH CITY attorney Ron
Lowe has dealt with an "avalanche"
of preliminary exams stemming
from the cruise-ins.

"Wednesday and Friday after-
noon, if they give me a typical load,
I'll have 30-40 pretrials. The after-
noon schedule is new, and 30 we're
keeping the number low."

"Cruisers" pleading guilty are
being assessed a *100 fine, *100 in
court costs and a $5 judgment fee.

outh and Canton," he said.
Police controlled right-hand turns
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Meiljer plans store in township Memorial Day activities

iInclude parade, flyover

By Doug Funki
staff writer

Meijer Inc., known for its large retail outlets in
the metro area, hopes to establish a store in
Plymouth Township.

Meijer, headquartered in Grand Rapids, has an
option to purchase nearly 32 acres of vacant land
at Haggerty and Schoolcraft roads.

"What we've decided is we could build another
store here and service the area,"” said Brian Bres-
lin, a vice president for Meijer. "We think there's
a market to be serviced, a market that will re-

spond.”

THE RETAIL giant has offered to pay $2 mil-
lion for the property subject to a rezoning from
industrial to commercial use. The parcel is owned
by the lafrate Construction Co. in Warren.

Zoning regulations, designed to promote order-
ly growth, determine how land may be used.

Meijer already has stores at Canton Center and
Ford roads in Canton and at Eight Mile and Hag-

gerty roads in Northville Township.
There are no plans to close the Canton store,

Kids on the Block

opened in November 1974, or the Northville
Township store, opened in July 1985, with the con-
struction of a store in Plymouth Township, Bres-

lin said.

THE PLYMOUTH Township Planning Com-
mission will conduct a public hearing on Mei jer' s
rezoning application, probably next month, then
forward a recommendaUon to the township board.

The board will then rule on the request.

James Anulewicz, planning director for the
township, said he hasn't yet reached a conclusion
on the application.

"At quick glince, there could be some very pos-
itive elements from it - upgrading of the area

and removal of some negative land features," he
said.

"Some aspects 00 the other side of the coin
we'll want addressed from Meijer are would there
be an impact on the residential area to the north,
how they think it will be beneficial to tls, traffic
patterns, general upgrading of the site," Anu-
lewicz said.

Meijer has submitted a site plan calling for a

store of 207,000 square feet and parking for at
least 1,100 vehicles.

"Our stores generally offer 18 departments of
general merchandise in addiUon to a full-line food
store,"” Breslin said.

A CONSTRUCTION timetable hasn't yet been
determined, he said.

Meijer projects that a new store would provide
upwards of 400 jobs. Non-supervisory employees
in 39 of 40 Meijer stores in Michigan are repre-
?ented by the United Food & Commercial Work-
ers Union.

Meijer also projects that property tax revenue
in excess of $100,000 would be generated annually
with a store on the site.

The vacant parcel now generates less than
$15,000.

lafrate Construction Co. has offered the proper-
ty for sale because the township won't allow an
asphalt, concrete recycling plant on the site.
lafrate bought the property from Unisys, former-
ly Burroughs, last year.

Meijer, a privately owned company, was found-
ed by Hendrik Metjer in 1934.

Puppets have message for disabled

parent support group, and volunteers were being re-

By Diane Gali

staff writer

Mark Riley loves to show off by popping wheelies in

his "super-duper, swooped up cruiser."

He gits slumped over in his wheelchair and to a slow,

cruited.

"l said I'll do it. I'll do it. I'll do anything to make life

more acceptable for my child."

A TROUPE OF eight started the program.

labored voice the 11-year-old explains. "I'm not sick.
I've got cerebral patsy. | can't walk, and | can't talk so
good either. | go to school just like you do, but my bus
has a lift on it.”

Riley makes a quick swipe across hil mouth with his
hankerchlef to wipe away saliva.

WHEN ONE KID asks why he drools, the two-foot,
red-headed, freekled puppet has a quick answer "It's
because my muscles don't work right."

Dealing with the itares and Isolation from other kids
at the school B tough. But Riley plans to change that by
explaining why he's different than they are.

Riley has the same problems and looks like a child
who was demoralized by the way other kids reacted lo
him on his first day in a Khool 10 years ago.

Barbara Alello, a Washington-based special educator,

developed the puppet Mark Riley to take into the class
to draw out the other kidi' inhibitions. That wu 10

vears.O

Now the concept hu spread aer- the country with a
program called Meet "The Kide on the Block." Riley
and a crew of other puppets with different physical and
mental probbm, - al,o patterned after real kid, -
have been maki appearance, ever since

Cantoo reddect Rhonda Esteshu the heart, perional-
ity and mergy to bring life to the local puppet..

blearned a group eu trying to itart up in Plym-
oit*Cantom in Auguit 1900<hen *he wal attending a

"It's easter for me to talk to people when they feel
comfortable about my son and his disability," she said.

Her son, Vincent, 8, is phynically, mentally and visu-
ally impaired due to an automobile accident in 1979. He
attends classes in Northville Public Schools.

"I get personal satisfaction just knowing the benefits
I'm bringing to disabled children, as well as adults, so
children can realize disabled children are basically the
same as they are.”

Even though she is at ease with the parts and dia-
logue, it wan't always that way for Estes. When she
was in high school and had a solo part in her choir, Estes
rememben an uncomfortable pause when nothing
would come out

Working with the "handicapped" puppets has trans-
formed the mother of three Into a oelf-described ham.

THAT STAGE FRIGHT 11 a long way from the dia-
logue she recite: for the puppet Renaldo, who's blind.
Her accent become, rich with Hilpanic r-rolis.

"The puppets just take over," she Mid. "The puppets
are very humin"

But Elte, 11 worried the program in Plymouth-Can-
too will die for lack of support from people wl]11ng to
volunteer.

The family ts moving to Traverie City this,pring and
although the hopel to join the "Kld, on the Block™" pro
gram there, fe': concerned if more people don't com-
mit their time, the program could fail. For more infor-
mation, eall the,chool district at 4514690.

The annual Memorial Day obser-
vance in Plymouth will begin Mon-
day morning with the parade.

The parade will begin at 10 a.m.
Monday and proceed down Main
Street to Kellogg Park for cererno-
nies.

The parade this year is being
sponsored by Passage-Gayde
American Legion Post 391 of
Plymouth.

Leading the parade will be color
guards from the American Legion
and from Mayflower-Lt. Gamble
VFW Post of Plymouth.

Also appearing in the parade will
be the Centennia] Educational
Park Marching Band, a Civil Air
Patrol unit, Plymouth Fife & Drum
Corps, the color guard of Livonia
American Legion Post 32 and 1coal
dignitaries.

BILL BRESLER/staff photographic

Rhonda Est- 1, a "Kid, on thi Block" volunteer who uses

puppiti to convoy what It le like to bo diubled.

1

The parade route will end at Ann'!
Arbor Trail and the parading
groups and spectators will gather
in Kellogg Park for ceremonies
honoring those who have served in
and died in military service.

Guest speaker in the park will be
35th District Judge John Mac-
Donald. The emcee will be Chuck
Thornell, a Passage-Gayde Legion
member and a major in the U.S.
Army Reserves.

The ceremony will include lay-
ing of the floral wreath on the rock,
a live gun salute, and a flyover of a
C-47 jet and two T-6 training
planes.

Sponsorship of Memorial Day ac-
tivities in Plymouth is rotated
from year to year between the 10-

cal posts of the American Legion
and VFW.
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MEMORIAL
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