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/ candidates vying for city commission

By Doug Funkl

staff writer

All four incumbents whose terms are ex-
piring, plus a former cornminioner, have
filed nominating peUtions to seek electon
to the Plymouth City Commission.

Two unsuccessful candidates in the 1985
election have also decided to try again.

An August primary election iso't needed
because less than nine candidates filed for
the four seats up for grabs.

In November's general elecuoo, the top
three finishers will win four-year terms, the
fourth-place finisher, a two-year term.

Filing petitions were:

< Mary Childs, 64, a substitute teacher.

- Donald Keller Jdr., 38, a marketing
researcher for Detroit Edison Co.

* Dennis W. Bila, 46, a mathemaUcs
professor at Washtenaw Community Col-

» James M Jabara, 58, a real eitate de-
veloper and property manager.

- Ron lbielle, 43, an accountant at
Loiselle & Herriman

« Gregory Green, 38, a design engineer
for Multi-Feed Inc.

«Jean L Morrow, 64, a retired superin-
tendent in the steel casting industry.

CANDIDATES have until 4 p.m. Friday
to wiuidraw from the ballot

Childs, Keller, Bila and Jabara are in-
cumbents.

Childs won a four-year term in the 1983
elecUon. A former mayor, she served 00 the
city commission 1975-81.

Keller won a twayear term with a
fourth-place finish in the 1985 election.

Bila was appointed to serve the remain-
der of Mary Ellen MeKercher's term in
August 1985 when she resigned.

Jabara wu appointed to finish Mark

lege.

Wehmeyer™* term in June 1986 when Weh-
meyer resigned.

Loiselle has served on the planning com-
mission since completing two terms on the
city commission from 1979 to 1985.

CITY CHARTER limits city commission-
en to two con»ecutlve terms.

"I enjoy being involved," Loiselle said.

"| feel like | get things accomplished. |
feel like | make a difference. Local govern-
ment is one of the few areas that affects so
many areas of our life - like police, fire
and trash pick-up.”

Green and Morrow both sought seats on
the city comminion in the 1985 election.

"I'm not satisfied with the candidates
that have filed so far," Green said. "Specifi-
cally, it's the commission's failure to devel-
op a plan of action not only in land use but
development and stick with it.’

"I think all citizens ought to contribute
something,” Morrow said. "I'm retired so |

can spend a full-time job being a commi,
stoner.”

Childs points to her record of community
service and approachability to advance her
candidacy.

"l belong to a lot of organizations so |
think | have rapport with people. | may not
have the answers but I'll sure look into it. |
listen to people. I'm willing to learn."

Keller said he's enjoyed his first term on
the commission and looks forward to anoth-

"l think I've been effective in the job. |
still think there's work to be done to make

citizens part of the process."

CITING THE cruising problems, Keller
said: "There are still issues I'd like to see

resolved.”

Bila said he believes he brings a moderat-
ing position to the commission table.

"The concern I've had is to provide

moderation in whatever we do. | think my
biggest~currn ...1, prellure from
growth going on around us.

"l think I've done a good job the last two
yun in several areas. | feel I'm qualified,"
Bila added.

Jabara hu had lecood thoughts since
uying last year that be would ooly serve
out Wehmeyer'a term and not Rek re.elec-
tion.

The meetin, are far better organized
and the workload doem't seem as great as
in the past, Jabara said.

"I think | have something to contribute. |
have an extensive background in business
and engineering and | have a deep concern
about this city."

The commission sets policy, annually ap-
proves the city budget and city tax rate, de-
cides proposed changes in the city's land-
use plan, and adopts ordinances.

Commissioners are paid $10 per meeting.

For Canton artist,, work is like play Condo project
for dovwntowvwvn

By M.B. Dillon

staff writer

For Canton's Sharon Lee Dillen-
beck, work is like play.

Mornings at 8:30, she unlocks the
door at )&M Studios quarters in
Plymouth's Old Village that she
shares with fellow artist and bust-
ness partner Bladen McClelland.

All day long, young artists, paint
kits in hand, come and go from the
old white house on Mill Street. At
newspaper-covered tables, Dillen-
beck's students experiment with
watercolors, tempras and tex-
tures. On paper plates they create
their own palettes.

"l feel excited when | walk in
here, there's so much going on,"
said Dillenbeck, an oil painter just
elected to the Plymouth Communi-
ty Arts Council board.

"We paint along with the chil-
dren, and provide them with the
mechanics to understand how a
particular medium works, and pro-
vide progressive instruction.

"We feel art is a universal gift.
All children have it. You have to
encourage them and make them
feel like a star. Otherwise you Kkill
the joy and cut their creativity
right off.”

PASTELS AND OIL paintings by
Dillenbeck and MccClelland bright-
en the pegboarded walls in the 600-
square-foot studio.

In the collage of color are Plym-
outh scenes, European waterfronts
and city squares, clowns, and kids

As the summer, and students,
progress more and more of the
pieces will be replaced with the
work of budding artists, said DiD

lenbeck, whose 4-year-old daughter
Kristen is enrolled in the "Rem-

N ewvWwerkcorTtimiswe CCdied success

THAT PROBABLY wouldn't have been possible
earlier when cruisers clogged all four lanes of
Main and fewer officers were assigned to crowd

By Doug Funke
staff writer

people

brandt" class for 5- and 6-year-
olds.

Dillenbeck encourages students
to take their easels and water
buckets to the courtyard to work
outside.

"Old Village is an ideal place for
painting - to be free,"” said the
Pennsylvania native, a train rum-
bling and tooting in the distance.

DILLENBECK AND McClelland,
a former Ford Motor Co. designer,
demonstrated oil and pastel tech-
niques on the Artrain that visited
Plymouth in April.

Their paintings are exhibited at
Howland Designs, M-Care Health
Center and the Plymouth Chamber
of Commerce.

McClelland, who's studied with
pastel guru Albert Handell, also
has shown his award-winning work
in galleries in Arizona where he at-
tends workshops.

At D&M, Tuesday morning stu-
dents, up to their elbows in buck-
ets, brushes, salt and sawdust, are
enjoying themselves on the second
day of their texture elam.

Tommy Price of Plymouth, 6, is
busy mixing water colors to make
silver and gray for the UFO he's
about to paint.

"llike topaint because if I'm re-
ally bored, | take up time with
doing art" said Tommy, a winner
in the recent Isbister. Arts Awards
program of the PCAC.

fy<«

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

Sharon Lee Dillenbeclk talks about developing creativity in
children, a prime ge=l of her painting claises lor the very

young - like Emily Gaubatz, shown here concentrating on

Please turn to Page 4 her task,

told them not to go out there and set any records
this weekend, to get to know the sy:tem, become
acquainted with Main Street and each other.

Limiting traffic on Main Street to c ne lane in

each direction last weekend to provide better ac-

"Everybody that was on duty worked very well

control.

cess for emergency vehicles was termei | a rousing together."

success by Plymouth city officials.

Seven police hires who spent their 1 Irst week-
end on duty also gave a good accountin g of them- emergency vehlcles, five police cars were able to

selves, said Police Chief Richard Myers
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sistant to the city manager. "It helped reduce
noise generally caused by cruising.”

Please turn to Page 4

takes new twist

By Doug Funki
staff writer

The Wilcox House condominium
project overlooking Kellogg Park in
Plymouth - much talked about but
never built - has taken a new twist.

Jack Wilcox, owner of the land
where the proposed six-story struc-
ture would arise, says he won't re-
new an exclusive sales option with a
development team that's failed to
break ground for a year and a half.

Wilcox said he was disappointed
by a lack of progress from the Wil-
cox Development Associates.

"Henry Graper said any developer
who knew what he was doing would
be finished by now, | totally agree,"
Wilcox said.

"This group has had the best of in-
tentions but this is the first time they
have been down this path.”

While not closing the door entirely
on future dealings with Wilcox De-
velopment Associates, a five-man
consortium including himself, Wil-
cox intends to look elsewhere.

"I'M HOPING a new entity can
take faster action,” he said. "I have
dates with potential developers."

Wilcox declined to elaborate.

Angelo Plakas, a lawyer and
spokesman for the Wilcox Develop-
ment Associates, said the group isn't
ready yet to throw in the towel.

"We have some hopes for it. All of
us, including Jack, would like to see
that come to fruition.

"We just didn't get enough pre-
sales to get the mortgage we need-
ed,"” Plakas continued. "Whether it
wasn't marketed properly or the
price was too high, | don't know. Had
I known six or seven months ago, it
probably would have been going."

Jerome Delaney, who marketed
the project for Weir, Manuel, Snyder
and Ranke Inc., said 12 units had
been sold when Wilcox Development
Associates decided to take it off the

market two months ago.

INDIVIDUAL units had been

priced from $160,900 to $249,900.

Power named to U-M board

ly Suean Roel,k
staff writer

Creating a stronger bond between
businese and higher education will
be a primary goal of newly appoint-
ed Univer:ity of Michigan Regent
Phtlip H. Power.

Power, chairman of the board of
Suburban Communications Inc., par-
eot company of the Obierver & Ec-
centric Newspapen, wal appointed
Wedne,day to the U-M Board of Re-
gents by Gov. Jame, Blanchard

The 49-year-old newspaper pub-
lisher will fill the unexpired term of
his late wife, Sarah. The eight re-

gents Berve eight-year terms. He
would have to ' decide in 1990

whither to meek re-election

Power's father, Eugene, founder
of University Microfilms Inc.,
served on the board for 10 years.

"l just hope | can be as good a
board member as my father and Sar-
ah," said Power, who graduated
lumma cum laude from the U-M in

1960.

POWER, a Democrat, said he did
not seek the U-M appointment.

"The governor called and asked if
I would be interested in serving. My
immediate response was to think
about it. It's a challenging job; it
consumes a lot of time. | wanted to
be sure | had the time to devote to it
and the physical and emotional ener-
gy needed for the job," said Power.

U-M president Harold Shapiro, in

a statement released by his office
Wednesday, praised the appoint-
ment.

"Since his days as a student here,
Phil Power has demonstrated an
enormous capacity for leadership
and a tireless commitment to the in-
terests of the university and the
state of Michigan.

"We can all expect to profit from
his dedication, wise counsel and long
experience In public affairs. His
presence on our governing board
will be a great asset to the U-M in
the years ahead,"” Shapiro said.

Larry Good, associate director of
the Michigan Job Training Council
of which Power is a member, said:

"The way | looked at it, the financ-
ing source required too many pre-
sales - 50 percent,"” Delaney said
"l thought 25 was good for that prod-
uct in this area.”

Most condominium projects are fi-
nanced and built in phases, with con-
struction and sale of one segment
used to finance the next, Delaney
said. That strategy isn't feasible
with a single, six-story building on a
3 4 -acre site.

Some customers want to see a
model before they commit to a hous-
ing purchase, he added.

Wilcox, a lifelong Plymouth resi-
dent, said he's "embarrassed” by the
condition of the family house on the
site. It was built in 1901.

However, he doesn't expect to
make major improvements.

"Nlumber one, | don't have any
money. It's all gone into the ven-
ture,” he said. U it appears it will be
some time before development oc-
curs, Wilcox said he would try to
touch up some of the worst places.

A COMPLETE job would cost
about $10,000, not including prelimi-
cary work on the roof, eavestroughs
and gutters, Wilcox said.

There are no property mainte-
nance laws on the books in Plym-
outh, said Kenneth West, city engi-

"l don't know of any ordinances
he's in violation of presently,” West
said.

Wilcox said he wants to stay close
to any project built on the site rather
than just sell the land and bail out
because he's concerned about growth
in the community.

"My reason for being part of a
venture group was not financial mo-
tivation, but to make sure what is
developed here is in the best interest
of Plymouth."

Wilcox's property, land and build-
ing, now has an assessed valuation
- theoretically, half of market val-
ue - of just more than $200,000,
said a spokeswoman for the city
treasurer's office.
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