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Twenty-flve cents

Hazard task force to begin training

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

So often are hazardous materials transport-
ed by rail and truck through this area that
public safety officials get scared just thinking
about what could happen should an accident
occur.

Shipped daily through Plymouth and Can-
ton are large amounts of propane and ammo-
nia - substances so toxic that a derailment
and fire would "probably devastate Plymouth
in at least a one-mile radius and cause severe
damage to the rest of the city,"” uid Charles
Van Vleck, deputy emergency preparedness
officer for Plymouth Township.

And it's not a matter of if. It': when such
an incident will happen, added VVan Vieck
"Safety standards are never as tight as they
should be."

AREA OFFICIALS admlit that thefrr
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poorly equipped to adequately respond to haz-
ardous material emergencies.

But like other communities, Plymouth,
Plymouth Township and Canton Township
have found the prospect of paying for the nec-
essary training and equipment prohlbitive

The communities are among 22 western
Wayne County municipalities that are doing
something about the situation.

They belong to the Western Wayne County
Fire Mutual Aid Association, a consortium
that has agreed to establish a hazardous ma-
terials emergency team and to buy special-
ized emergency vehicles and equipment.

It'11 cost at least a quarter of a million dol-
lars to finance the effort - a sum translating
to three cents per resident.

The city of Plymouth allocated the money
several months ago. Canton Township did so
Tuesday night, and the matter is upcoming on
Plymouth Townehip's agenda

Plymouth Fire Chief At Matthews is Berv-
ing on a four-member committee charged
with organizing the response team in conjune-
tion with Wayne County's emergency man-
agement division

The committee *s-mbled a 48-member
team representing 22 area cities and town-
ships. Training begins July 22

"Training will provide guidelines about ap-
proaching a hazardous materials incident.
evaluating the scene, determining what chem-
icals are involved, potential evacuation and
security," said Matthews.

TWO EMERGENCY vehicles to be based at
Detroit's Metropolitan Airport will be
equipped with radiation and gas detectors,
computers, a synthesized radio system,
breathing apparatus, high-powered flood-
lights and other equipment.

In urging Canton trustees to allocate the

$1,080 needed to Join the effort, Canton public
safety director John Santomauro said, "Pres-
ently, the Canton Fire Department not
equipped to adequately respond to a hazard-
ous material chemical spill and or fire

"It is urgent we participate in this pro-
gram, as | am sure you are of the frightening
day-to-day happenings with hazardous mate-
rials throughout the county "

Matthews agrees the issue deserves imme-
diate attention.

"From my standpoint sitting at the tracks
in my car - | carry a condensed hazardous
materials book in my car, and looking at the
ID numbers and identifying the contents of
railroad cars, | just do a big gulp as trains go
through," said Matthews.

"Something this important you can't sit
back and talk about You have to do some-
thing. It's better to be prepared than to be
sorry somewhere down the road "

Buzzzzz off!

Mosquitoes making th@ir presence felt

By Doug Funki
staff writer

Does it seem to you that every
mosquito in the neighborhood has

yard?

taken up residence in your back

Do you spend a lot of time slapp-
ing away bugs while working in the
garden or just lounging around?

Mosquitoes are on the march - or
fly, if you will - in the Plymouth-

Canton community.

Dean Krauskopf, commercial hor-
Uculture agent for the Wayne County
Cooperative Extension Service, con-
firms that mosquitoes really have
made their presence felt in recent

days.

"l was just getting eaten alive," he
said during an interview Monday.

"We've had a spell of wet weather.
That's what really determines popu-
lation - standing water around.

That's where they lay eggs. The lar-
vae develop in water and the adults

hatch in water.”
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Mooquitoi, always a peet, have been out in droves recently.

Th, above picture ii a close up of a mosquito about to bite into

thookin on an arm.
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Police

1

Ted Jozwiak, roidmastor for CSX transportation, uld last

Friday thit hi intinds to chick out thi woodi thit block

the sight of oncoming trains from iouthbound motoriste at
the Holbrook crouing. Thi railroad M reepone-lble for

over grown vigetation In its right 01 way but not on private

property, hi Bald.

1 Inspection-asked

for RR Crossings

Plymouth's city engineer said he
has requested an inspecOon of all
railroad grade crossingB within the
city limits by the state transporta-
Uon department.

- Kenneth West wants a ruling or-
dering improvements by the rail-
road.

West, who has waged a cam-
paign for several months to get
CSX Transportation to make grade
improvements throughout the city,
said he anticipates the inspection
within three weeks.

"They might tell the city to do
something They might tell the rail.
road to do something."

Tom Frost, resident engineer for
CSX, said the city 11 within Its
rights to request an inspection All
crossings eventually are rebuilt on

a regularly scheduled basin, he
added

The railroad intends total re-
building at only two grade cro-
ing: in the Plymouth community
this year - at Sheldon road in the
township and Ann Arbor Trail In
the city, he added.

Traffic will be limited to one
lane in each direction on Sheldoo

beginning July :0, Mid Ted

weeks

WwWW-t laid ho believes

that railroad grade
croi,ings have

diterlorated oven

more during thi last
couple of months.

Jozwlak, roadmaster for CSX. He

estimated that the grade recon-
struction project will take two

"l have to raise tracks to the
oame elevation We take every-
thing out ... lay down a fabric un-
derneath, new stones, new Ues, new
rails and black top between
tracks,"” Jolwiak said.

AnNn Arbor Trail will be cloied to
traffle near that railroad croising
in the city about Aug. 1, perhapi
earlier, be added. That reconstr-
tion work <110 Ihould take abo,t
two weekl.

Plan, call for le- intenlive Im-
provements - replacing defective
Ue, In croning gridel - at Main

Mill and Farmer later this yeir,
Joiwiak -«<L

By Doug Funke
staff writer

react to

slayings

Police in Plymouth and Canton
last week joined law enforcement of-
ficials throughout metropolitan De-

troit in mourning the slaying of three

"It certainly extends beyond Ink-
ster,"” said a somber Richard Myers,
police chief in the city of Plymouth.
“We first think about their family

and co-workerv

"The thing we have to do in the
police community is come together,

Inkster officers who were gunned

down while trying to serve a bad-
check warrant at a motel.

Madonna Contest

Midonna le returning to hee native metro Detroit Aug. 7 for a
concirt al thi Pentlac Sllvifdome, and thi Ob-vof and Ec-

contrk nowlpapors are commemorating thi evint with a

tick.1 cont'.1. It'. opirked by thi notion m.1 lom' low thi

display our support and affections,

and go back and pick up the job
where we left off Sometimes, that':

hard to do," Myers uid

Chip Snider, deputy police chief in

been us. We have a drawer full of

thole (bad check warrants)."

JOHN SANTOMAURO, police
chief in Canton, describid the inci-
dent u traume-Uc to the law-en-
foreement community.

'We have ex-Inkster people bire
There 1, a certain amount of grief

- all expertence, Llpecially tho.e

who,erved In Ink»ter.

No new proced,r- had b- Im-
plamented In dther Mmouth or
Cantoe polki dipartment lo ioon al-

Plymouth Townohip, described the
mood around that department Fri-
day as "quiet and,olerno.”

"It': hard not to listen to reports
like that and unme it couldn't have

Index. . .

Auto . . .

Employment ....
Croisword Puzzle ...

Obltuaries . . ....

Sports .....
Str-t scene. .

IH'WILINE ...

Ple- tum to Page 7

Brevitles . .". ...
Classified . Sections C,E,
= v HOME 1.5 7

. Sections C,E
Real Estate _ _ _ _ _ _

Section D
Tute ..... Section B

rock Itar from Rocheeter - and some can': stand her. 11,0
our St,- Scono Nction for ditalle.

what's inside

*E., LL ..3.*

1IWIERE THE®

1=
5E C HEART IS O
2E *rt- ., __A>>
2A

(NBIH: &.irfrmyIlE

UL ETATE

ILIMymi:9:0

411-2700

OPORTIUNE . . -1--12 IN EVERY
WANTS A1l ..001.0100 THURSDAY EDITION
DIUVERY .... -1-0100



