Nature walks help
fight doldrums, 1B
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CALLING SANTA: A
special opportunity to call Santa
toll-free is being offered by the
Plymouth Jaycees 6-8 p.m. on
Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 8.
9. To talk with Santa on those two
days merely dial 453-1200. If the
line is busy, dial again.

ON DISCIPLINE: Jeanne
Knopf DeRoche of Plymouth will
lead a discussion on discipline
beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 9, to the Parent
Support Group of Steppingstone
Center for the Pontentially Gifted
at 15525 Sheldon Road near 5
Mile.

The issues to be discussed are
age-appropriate discipline,
matching consequences of
behavior with the child’s
personality and choesing which
situations need disciplinary
actions and which do not.

DeRoche, a principal in the
Plymouth-based Knopf Company,
is a frequent lecturer and
seminar leader for community
groups on the topics of chemical
dependency, children’s
prevention programs, adolescent
chemical use, dynamics in
chemically dependent families
and community action group. The
Parent Support Group is open to
the public. For ticket information
call Kiyo Morse at 459-7240.

BACK-TO-BACK: For
the third consecutive year,
children from the Plymouth-
Canton area and their families
are participating in the French/
American Back-to-Back
exchange program.

The following children will host
a child from Le Chesnay, France,
during a three-week visit in May
1988: Kristen Atkinson, Lisa
Bares, Jonathan Steuwe from
Isbister Elementary; Meghan
Barresi, Kelly Dunlap, Lynn
MacLeod, Dale Severson, Maria
Grainger, Ann Wilson from Allen
Elementary, Christopher
Buchanan, Jane Darby, Evan
Sabourin, Megan Schikora, Erin
Skene from Smith Elementary;
Rebecca Cesarone, Richard
Dryja from Miller Elementary:;
Julie Coyle of East Middle
School; Brian Darling, Brandon
Moggio, Douglas Swatosh, Beth
Eckerty, Beth Cleland, Ben
Grenyea, Ryan Kato, Katie
Christensen from Bird
Elementary, Melissa Vernon of
West Middle School, and Heather
Yagiela of New Morning Schoal.

In 1986 Smith Elementary
hosted children from
Montmorency, France, and in
1987 Allen Elementary hosted
children from Dreux, France.
This year Bird Elementary will
host children from Le Chesnay, a
town on the outskirts of
Versailles, about 18 kilometers
from Paris, with a population of
28.,000.

In preparation for the arrival
of their French guests, the
children here attend French class
at Bird every Thursday afternoon
to study the language and cuiture.
Their parents also meet regularly
to plan trips and other activities
for the May visit.

In June 1988 many of the
children from the Plymouth-
Canton host group will travel to
France as the guests of the
children from Le Chesnay. For
more information call Sue Bares,
Back-to-Back chairwoman, at
455-5828.

WINNERS: Plymouth-
Canton Omnicom cablevision
programs “VideoTunes Live" and
“The Oasis” recently were top
winners in the Philo T.
Farnsworth Video Competition.

VideoTunes Live won in the
Best Live category while The
Qasis took top honors in the Best
Comedy category. VideoTunes
also won first place in the
Hometown Video USA competion
earlier this year.

Both programs are produced
by David Daniele of Omnicom.
VideoTunes was co-produced by
Jim Leinbach and directed by
Lori Daniele and Peter Smith.
Smith took a second place in this
year's Philo-'87 competition for

his show, “The Grande Beat.”
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Comforted
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Father Rivard {Scott Kimmins) is comforted by Sister Rita
(Cathy Miller) during a scene from “The Runner Stum-
bles,” a Plymouth Park Players production. The play is the
story of a nun's murder in northern Michigan at the turn of
the century. Performances by the 8-member cast are Fri-
day and Saturday evening. See Page 8A for story.
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New requirements OoK’d
for CEP graduates in 92

The computer requirement also can be met by com
pleting such high school classes as beginning typing

B8y Doug Funke
staff writer

Graduation requirements for students entering ninth
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools have been revised to include at least one semes-
ter of computer education and an additional semester of

grade next year in

social studies.

The minimum number of credits necessary to gradu-

ate — 22 — remains unchanged

The school board revised curriculum requirements to
meet standards established by the state department of

cessing

keyboarding computer math and computer data pro

BOARD MEMBERS and administrators said their
biggest concerns about state curriculum requirements

is the conflict that sometimes arises when students

want to experiment with fine arts classes

Classes like band and chorus generally are offered

it electives

education for school financing incentives

PLYMOUTH-CANTON stands

1ors should have
satisfy.”

Homes doesn’t expect that the new requirements will
create hardships for students here. especially where

computer science is concerned.

“1t would have to be a highly unlikely set of circum-
stances to prevent a kid from meeting requirements.”

The state, for example, has allowed Plymouth-Canton
to consider the 10-week computer classes made avail-
able to all sixth and seventh grade students as fulfilling

the computer requirement.

to collect
$475.000 in state aid by complying. according to Mi-
chael Homes, assistant superintendent for instruction

“I think the incentive is to bring conformity and con-
sistency as far as the number of credits graduating sen-
and areas in which they should

only at specific time periods. More required classes Lin

The earlier required classes are completed, the bet-

about

tions."”

year.

ter, Homes advised
“We would hope parents would play a close and sig-
nificant role in making these choices.” Homes said
“We've already had some preliminary talks with mud-
dle school principals and counselors about getting that
type of information to parents

options and implica

One credit equals one hour of daily instruction for a

Students graduating in the Class of '92 will have to
earn two credits in science, two in math, four in English
or language arts, three in social studies. one haif in
health. one in physical education, two in a broad catego-
ry including fine arts, foreign language. vocational edu-
cation and practical arts, one half in computer educa-

tion and seven in electives.

Recent garage fire was set;
3rd arson blaze in 5 weeks

A fire which 125t week damaged a
garagc at a rental property on Har-
vey Street in the city of Plymouth
was the work of an arsonist, accord-
‘ing to Fire Chief Al Matthews.

" “We have suspects. We are inter-
viewing them "

The fire in the detached two-car
garage was set in at least two
places, Matthews said. Samples col-
lected from the debris were sent to
the state police crime lab.

Matthews estimated damage at
$5.500.

Firefighters were summoned at
407 pm. Nov. 25. The last umt
cleared the scene at 6:38 p.m. No one
was injured.

The investigation into an arson
fire Nov. 20 at Lillo's Pizza and Subs
in Charlestown Square continues,
Matthews said.

Multiple fires were set, the chief
said. Damage was estimated at
$3.000

Safety season
Alertness can reduce shopping season risks

By Susan Buck
staff writer

Witness
shopper

Call her Beth

Beth wants to do all her Christmas
shopping 1n one trip. so she darts
from store to store. until her shop-
ping is complete

When she leaves the mall, her
arms are so filled with packages
that they're dropping on the floor

Her wallet and credit cards are
visible in her purse, as she walks
across a poorly lit parking lot, alone

Her mind is on other things: par-
ties, early work deadlines, Christ-
mas commitments.

There's so much to do, so little
time

one harried holiday

AREA POLICE would call some-
one like Beth a prime candidate for
crime

Women, in general. are more sus-
ceptible to assault in malls than men
because they do much of the shop-
ping, police say.

“There's safety in numbers,” said
Plymouth Police Chief Richard My-
ers. “Females should pair up and
married women should shop with
their husbands in order to discourage
crime

“Purses should be held close to the
body. The year-round rule, don’t
drape your purse over your arm, still
applies

Myers advises shoppers to pul
their packages in the trunk so they
won't be visible inside the car. “It's

not as easy to break into a trunk as
into a car.’

Some malls are safer than others
or are perceived to be so, he said. A
confident walk will provide a posi-
tive. not vulnerable, appearance.

FOOT PATROLS are planned in
downtown Plymouth, especially dur-
ing afternoon and evening hours,
Myers said.

Dave Boljesic, public safety infor-
mation officer in Canton, provides
similar advice

“Drive around till you find a good,
well-lit spot. If it takes extra time,
it's OK_It's for your own good.”

Boljesic also warns against credit
card fraud.

“Make sure that when you give
somebody your card it is your card
and not somebody else's card. Stores
are real busy now and it's easy to get
cards mixed up. Charge receipts
should be rnipped up.”

Never count money in front of
anybody

Use caution in using 24-hour bank
machines when you're alone after
dark. Boljesic said a better idea is
using teller machines inside stores.

When large, expensive gifts are
brought home, the worst place to put
them is under the Christmas tree in
front of an open window, he said.

“Be aware of your environment.
Nobody will deter crime completely
but you can make yoursell a less
likely target.”

Fool patrols also will be added in
prime Canton shopping areas.

Thea Howell, assistant manager

BILL BRESLER/stalf photographes

When shopping for gifte dur-
ing the holiday season be
careful getting in and out of
cass in parking lots. Look
around the lot before getting
out, glance In the back seat
before getting in, and put
packages in the trunk — not
on the car seats.

at K mart in Canton advises
shoppers to have keys in hand when
approaching the car, giving one
quick look under the car, before en-
tering.

“Be alert,” she said.

‘It doesn’t appear any of the three are
connected. We have different causes.
They may well be set for revenge,
financial gain, or just because they like

fo set fires.’

— Al Matthews, fire chief

The business was closed when that
fire was reported at 9:59 am..

MATTHEWS HAD nothing new to
repor* about an investigation into a
deliberately set fire that gutted the
Grain Mill Crossing during the early-
morning hours of Oct. 30.

“We're still in the process of inter-
viewing. We won't critique it until
all interviews are done "

So far, three people have been in-

terviewed. with another two or three
to go, Matthews said.

The state police crime lab has pro-
vided some information about that
fire, but Matthews declined to elabo-
rate.

“It doesn’t appear any of the three
are connected,” Matthews said “We
have different causes. They may
well be set for revenge. financial
gain, or just because they like to set
fires.”

A veterinarian in Plymouth, Dr.
Mary Beth Leininger, has been
named the Woman Professional of
1987.

Leininger was honored recently
in Lansing at a special recognition
dinner of the Michigan Association
of the Professions.

A 1967 graduate of the College of
Veterinary Medicine at Purdue
University, Leininger and husband
Steven have owned the Plymouth

Local veterinarian
named top woman
professional of ‘87

Veterinary Hospital in downtown
Plymouth since 1971. The chnic
first was on Harvey between Ann
Arbor Trail and Penniman Avenue
and now is at the corner of Wing
and Deer.

Leininger currently serves as
president of the 1200-member
Michigan Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation — the first woman elected
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Dr. Mary Beth Leininger

Veterinarian
honored as

top woman
professional

Continued from Page 1

to that office in the organization’s
104-vear history.

In her year as president, Leininger
has demonstrated leadership to the
veterinary profession and represent-
ed Michigan veterinarians, including
speaking at the commencement ex-
ercises for the College of Veterinary
Medicine at Michigan State Univer-
sity.

Leminger also has been active at
local and national levels of her pro-
fession. In 1980 she was president of
the Southeast Michigan VMA (the
largest local veterinary association
in Michigan), and currently chairs
the Council on Public Relations of
the 42,000-member American VMA.

She also serves on the board of di-
rectors of the Plymouth Community
Federal Credit Union, and is on the
board of the Allied Veterinary
Emergency Service, a regional ani-
mal emergency hospital in
southeastern Michigan.
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library watch

@ HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

The Dunning-Hough Library in
Plymouth will be closed because of
the holidays on Dec 24 25 26, 27 31
and Jan 1. 2.3

@ CHRISTMAS CARD
DISPLAY

The library has Christmas card
samples and order blanks for local
and national non-profit organiza
tions

® CHILDREN'S CORNER
Annual Christmas Programs:

Preschool ages 3-5 730 pm
Monday, Dec 21 Christmas bedtime
stories. Wear pajamas and bring a
toy to cuddle

Ages 5 through 10 at 1 pm. Satur-
day, Dec 19 Stones, films and ac
tvities

Registrations for both programs
can be done by phone at 453-0750

® BESYT SELLERS ON
RESERVE 453-0750

Kaleidoscope by Danielle Steel

Leaving Home by Garnison Keil
lor

Presumed lanoceat by Scott Tu
TOW

Patriot Games by Tom Clancy

A Southern Family by
Godwin

Rubber Legs and Whitetail-Hairs
by Patrick F McManus

The Great Depression of 1990 by
Ravi Batra

Time Flies by Bill Crosby

Viel by Bob Woodward

Gail

@ CHRISTMAS VIDEOS AT
THE LIBRARY

Babes in Toyland

The Bear Who Slept Thru Christ-
mas

The Gift of Winter

A Mirthworm's Merry Christmas

Jimiay Cricket’s Christmas
Nutcracker

Nearly No Christmas

A Very Merry Cricket

One Magic Christmas
Ziggy's Gifu,

and many more

® TELEPHONE THE LIBRARY
AT 453-0750

If you wish to reserve a best
seller

Need to know if a book 1s avail-
able

Quick reference questions

Borrow a book from another li-
brary

Obtain program information

® LIBRARY SERVICES
THROUGHOUT THE
COMMUNITY

@ Service to nursing and retire-

ment homes

® Volunteers at the hibrary

@ Friends of the Library

® (Cassette tapes for the blind and
physically handicapped

@ The Plymouth Community Arts
Council art rental gallery operates
Wednesdays upstatrs at the library

® Plymouth-Northville Lions
Club collects eyeglasses and hearing
aides at the library

@ Latest library information on
cable Channel 18

® NEW LIBRARY HOURS

Effective Monday, Jan 4, 1988

930 am to 9 pm Monday
through Thursday

930am to5pm Friday and Sat-
urday

1-5 pm._ Sunday
through mid-June)

(September

Robbery attempt near supermarket fails

A woman told Plymouth Township
police that a man tried to rob her
last Wednesday night as she stood
near her car in the parking lot of the
Great Scott' supermarket at Ann Ar-
bor Road.

The man, who had what appeared
to be a weapon. according to a police
report, drove off when the woman
quickly entered her car.

She didn’t relinquish any money

The man was described as black,
light complected with short. curly
hair and wearing a light-colored
jacket. He was driving a light-col-
ored, four-door car.

The man pulled along side of her
at 11:30 p.m. with the passenger win-
dow down, the woman told police,
and said, “Excuse me, miss. Put
your purse in the car or I'll shoot
you."”

He took off eastbound on Ann Ar-

e
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bor Road when she jumped into her
car

Livoma Police reported that a
man who matched the description of
the would-be Plymouth robber stole
a purse at a K mart store at Seven
Mile and Farmington Road.

That theft occurred at about 10
p-m
Police are investigating the con-
nection.

Township and city police also re-
sponded to the following complaints

® A red Toro snowblower valued
at $300 was stolen from a shed on
Albert Street.

® A brown tweed 3s-length wom-
an's coat valued at $200 and two
stereo speakers valued at $75 were
among items stolen from a car in a
driveway on Crestwood.

® A Sanyo AM FM cassette play-
er valued at $59 and three tapes

’Tis the Season

875 S. Main
2nd Floor
Plvmouth

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION of

Terri’s Treasures

Featuring the most spectacular. but affordable jewelry

in the world - Seen worn by vour favorite stars

December 1th & S5th
10 ADM.-5 PP,

to be Dazzling

)

Plymouth’s
secret Jeweler

I51-0171

Cagpeting
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Savings from 10% to 32%

459-7200

525 Ann Arbor Road - Plymouth §

14 Miles West of 1-275, Va Mile East of Main St.
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Want

Du Pont Cerhfied STAINMASTER® Carpet
offers revolutionary stain proteciion in a
broad range of colors and styles lo meel
your special taste and budget. And Du Pon
cerhficahon assures the beauty will last
Come in today for great prices

*Du Pont cortificalion mark

e MULTI-LEVEL Cut & Uncut »+ PLUSH « TWIST

exp. 12/7/87

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
PLUS

were stolen from a car at Smith
School on McKinley.
@ A 10- by 20- foot awning valued

at $50 was disassembled and stolen
from B&L Radiator on Plymouth
Road

Plymouth
®bseruer
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day by Observer & Eccentric News-
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All advertising published in the Ptym-
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® Twice a week s peller

We’'re Celebrating!

The Grand Opening of our New Salon

Come and join the staff of

Charles & Co.
HAIR DESIGNS

For a bit of conversation and Refreshment
We'll get a chance to know you and to introduce our full service concept

Saturday, December 5, 1987

12:00 'til 6:00 P.M.
Grand Central Station
43717 Ford Road

Canton, Michigan 48187

(313) 981-5811

Bring your friends and family and enter our drawing to win a Canon 35mm Camera

SEE YOU THERE!
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COLLECTION
SHOWING

December 4
Noon to 8 pom.
December

1T am to-d pom.
Fine Jewelny Salon

Livonia

Collect a part of
davs long gone by
trom a sclection

of rings, earrings.
broodhes, pendants,
stickpins, wrist

and pockel watches,
necklaces and
bracelets, tach s

a one-ot-a-kind
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Jacobsons

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 9.

Shop Saturday until 6
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A festive scene filled Kellogg Park Friday night for the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony.

Ho Ho Ho

Santa rides into town in city parade

SANTA ARRIVED in Plymouth Salvation Army and toys for handi- (Christmas Boutique from 11 am. to

Friday night and has taken capped children. The Salvation 1 pm. in.the Mayflower Meeting
up residence on weekends in Army food drive will continue at 1 House.

Kellogg Park. : p.m. Saturday with the telethon on Sunday, Dec 20, will be the Par-

Santa will visit with children 4-8 Omnicom Channel 15. ; ents’ Last Chance Shopping Spree

p.m. Fridays, 10 am. to 5 p.m. Sat- The Christmas Craft Show will be  with free movies for the kids from .

urdays and noon to 5 p.m. Sundays. Dec. 4, 5, 6 at Plymouth Cultural 230t05 p.m.in the Penn Theatre. 4 >
Santa arrived in the annual Giving Center. The Downtown Christmas : L.

Thanks Parade, sponsored by Ford Cordial will be noon to 5 p.m. Sun- During the Christmas season there

Motor Co. Sheldon Road Plant and day, Dec. 6. will be free parking downtown and d

the Plymouth Community Chamber  Sunday, Dec. 13, will be Music the dou:le—decked bu; v(v;ll; r:;t;l be-  staff pholos by BILL ;

of Commerce. Weekend in downtown Plymouth. On.  tween downtown an illage BRESLER SaRte Waves 15 G CaMmDaRY buniber. driven: by
The parade collected food for the that same day will be the Children’s each weekend. Frorm ihe Topaish Cree‘:( ::1: Charri,ie !gel":oe. P
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the yBung individualists

John Flint plays his calliope in the parade.

\|
Emily, 4, Michael, 8, ) | \
and their mom, Ka- i -‘..,.,...—;—'-'.:i &
thy Sharpe, wait for ok - } it W '
Santa in Friday ' | B AP A A AW 4
night’'s parade in .:uﬂk‘:dl\‘icz.ﬂk: By L '
Plymouth. N®
= a4
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. ﬁ
Little ones will delight in classic w len tove b}
entertained children tor genepations 120 piece nat
Rachel Hawranaey, 3, marches ) :
with Girl Scout Troop 683. Ra- building block set complete with durable canister, $&
chel is too young to be a :
scout but marched with her Brightly painted train withh magnetic crane, S{9
sister’s troop.
P \\' e
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f { Happy Holidavs

i N

Jacobsons

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL Y
Shop Saturday Until 6.
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A&P openlng

_ The dedicauion of the A&P at Mor-
ton Taylor and Joy in Canton is a
mulestone for the Great Atlantic &

. Pacific Tea Company

The new store in Canton, and one
. 18 West Bloomfield, represent the

chain's first pair of full-service

_ superstores 1n the state of Michigan

The new facilities, tagged “Fu-
" turestores,” were dedicated this

morning The West Bloomfield store
is at 14 Mile and Farmington Road.

“Al both stores, we've introduced

a full array of boutique departments,
each staffed by knowledgeable food
people,” said Thomas Montgomery,
vice president in charge of A&P's
Mickigan Division, “expanded our
mix of products to include many

. more traditional, already-prepared

- and gourmet foods, increased our

‘levels of service, and create a store

. atmosphere designed around cus-
tomer conveniences — like selling
postage stamps, and fast checkout
service.”

The black and white color scheme
“picto-
that identify each depart-
ment in a wordless universal food
Ianguage and are visible to the
shopper from any point in the store.

Besides the traditional grocery,
meat, dairy and general mer-
.chandise departments. the new Can-

P

TENNIS ANYONE?

Orin's hand crafted “Tennis Bracelet”

ton supermarketl has many full-ser-
vice departments such as produce,
with more than 350 fruits and vege-
tables, fresh seafood department. a
service delicatessen with cold-cuts,
hot foods and sandwiches to go, an
international cheese island with
more than 100 varieties of imported
and domestic cheeses, floral shop, in-
store bakery, and a gourmet meat
department

The Canton store. managed by
Robert Klein, has 39 700 square feet
and is open 24 hours, seven days a
week The supermarket employs a
total of 300 full-time and part-time
people.

Construction of the Canton and
West Bloomfield are part of an A&P
$450 million capital spendings pro-
gram that will pay for the construc-
tion of 120 stores and the improve-
ment of 200 existing stores through
1988.

The program includes four dis-
tinct types Futurestores, Save-A-
Center, a more “promotional’ store
stressing value, expanded selection,
and one-stop shopping. Food Empo-
rium, a gourmet food market. and
conventional supermarkets

The nation’s fourth largest retail
food center, A&P now operates more
than 1,200 supermarkets in 25 U.S
states and Canada

is available in

Wins national title

Eli Jones, 13, of Canton earned a gold medal in solo dance
and a bronze medal in figures Nov. 27-28 at the Junior
Olympic Roller Skating Nationals in Springfield, Mo. Skat-
ers from all over the United States competed in figures,
free style and dance. Eli, son of Lila and Jim Jones and an
eighth grader at East Middle School, has been skating for
about three years. He first took lessons at Skatin’ Station
in Canton and then from Adolph Wacker of Ann Arbor
Skate Company. He skated at indianapolis at the Junior
Olympic Regionals last May where he took first in solo
dance and first in figures. The Great Lakes region includes
the five surrounding states. First and second place
winners qualify for nationals.

Lofty subject

Balloon race TV topic

A 60-minute documentary on the
Plymouth-to-Plymouth Gas Balloon
Race will be televised next week on
local cablevision

“Where the Wind Blows” is a pro-
gram on the flight of the gas balloon
Windsong on Oct. 12, 18.

The gas balloon, piloted by Gordon
Boring with co-pilot Scott Lorenz,
left Plymouth from Central Middle
School athletic field the evening of
Friday. Oct. 12, and landed Saturday
south of Lexington, Ky.

THE DOCUMENTARY is the
work of Omnicom Producer Richard
Perry. The program is the culmina-
tion of more than three months plan-
ning, production and post-produc-
tion

“Where the Wind Blows" will be
telecast on Omnicom Channel 8 at 5
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 8:30 pm.
Thursday, and at 8:30 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 12.

The video centers on the balloon
Windsong (the lone entry in a race to
Plymouth, Mass.) and its flight com-
memorating the Michigan Sesqui-
centennial and the 30th anniversary
of the sailing of the Mayflower I1.

The event also was a fund-raiser
for Straight, Inc., a drug rehabilita-
tion program in Plymouth.

The major portion of the video
was taped the day the balloon actu-
ally landed. The film includes scenes
from the six-hour period of prepar-

ing the balloon for flight, a hft-off
made possible wilh the assistance of
25 volunteers from throughout Mich-
igan

THE FLIGHT also revived the
two century old tradition of balloon
mail. The Windsong carried with it
2,500 envelopes that were delivered
to Plymouth, Mass, and then mailed
back to the purchaser The envelopes
were sold for $10 with proceeds
going to Straight.

The Windson's original destination
was to be in or near Plymouth. Mass
Due to weather, the take-off was de-
layed three days. By Oct. 12 it be-
came evident to Boring and Lorenz
that if they did not leave soon they
would be delayed for at least a week

Knowing their destination would
be nowhere near the east coast,
Lorenz and Boring took off. In the
program, producer Perry displays
the irenic conclusion to a successful
story. After returning to Michigan,
Lorenz said of the flight: “It was 19
hours of pure bliss followed by 20
minutes of pure terror.”

Perry, sports information director
for Omnicom, is in the process of
distributing the program to cable
stations around the country.

He also is working on a similar
type of program on the second annu:
al Plymouth-in-the-Fall Sports
Memorabilia Show held this past at
the Plymouth Hilton.
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diamond bracelet starts from 1 ct. total weight and up. It
is aiso avatlable with alternating colored gemstones. Let
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County cuts parks, jail, health services

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

Wayne County Execulive Edward
McNamara ordered $12 million in
budget cuts Tuesday  ending specu
lation on what the county would do f
1t fails 1o get financial help from the
state

Cuts will close county parks. re
duce health care services to Lhe
mentally 1l and  force  lavoffs
McNamara said  As many as 80

county workers face layoffs

Ten county prosecutors will be
among those laid off A floor at the
county jail will be closed County nu
trition. drug abuse and job traiming
programs will be ¢eliminated There
will also be cuts in the county pro
bate court system

“"WAYNE COUNTY for yvears has
been borrowing from tomorrow to
pay for todav and now tomorrow's

here. McNamara said 1n announc-
Ing the cuts
Cuts  will begin immediately.

McNamara said Some layoffs may
be delaved two weeks because of un-
10n contract provisions. he added

Additional cuts involving the coun-
tv's indigent health care program
could be announced today (Thurs-
dav; McNamara added

McNamara denied speculation the
cuts were an attention-getting de-
vice to boost the revenue raising
bills’ chances in the state Legisla-
ture

“We need to balance our budget,”
McNamara said “These were the
only areas we could cut.”” County of-
ficials said 85 percent of the county’s
$229 million operating budget is
spent for programs mandated by

The countly park
system faces 2 $1.7
million cul. Only
minimal maintenance
will occur at county
parks, including Hines,
Bell Creek and Lola
Valley Parks. While the
parks director’s office
will be maintained, 19
park employees will be
laid off.

state law or the county charter

County officials hope to balance
this year's budget and reduce past
debt by having the Legislature ap-
prove a six-cent-a-pack cigarette tax
increase, raise circuit court filing
fees and tax cars parked at Metro
Airport Taxes and fees would be re
turned to the county. under the pro-
posal Thus far. state legislators ha-
ven't acted on the proposals

Part. but not all, of the cuts would
be canceled if the state Legislature
approves the bills before breaking
for winter recess Thursday, Dec 17
McNamara said

OF ALL areas to be cut. health
care for the mentally 1ll and county
parks would face the largest dollar
loss.

County financing for community
mental health agencies 1s being cut
$2 million, McNamara said. The cut
also cancels $18 million 1n additional
state aid Programs for retarded
county residents will also be re-
duced

Local programs
face heavy cuts

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

Jail cuts caused the greatest con-
cern for local county commissioners,
but western Wayne County also
stands to lose mental health services
and park programs as a result of
Monday's budget cutting.

“In a word, this will devastate our
programs,” said Thomas Herzberg,
director of Suburban West Commu-

_ nity Center. County mental health

services are handled through private
agencies.

Suburban West, based in Redford
Township, provides services for the
mentally ill. Its coverage area in-
cludes Redford, Livonia, Plymouth.
Plymouth Township and Canton
Township. It provides services to
nearly 900 patients a year. Herzberg
said.

TWO-THIRDS of the center’s 24
staff workers will have to be laid off,
Herzberg said. Four major pro-
grams, including out-patient care
and care for the non-hospitalized.
will either be eliminated or severely
curtailed.

“There will only be crisis-type in-
tervention'' Herzberg said.

The $2 million county mental
health care cut also cancels a match-
ing $18 million grant from the state.

“‘People see $2 million and think it
isn't much of a cut, but it's actually
much more than that,” he said.

Cuts could be canceled if state leg-
islators approve new taxes and fees
for Wayne County.

The center and families it serves
will be lobbying legislators for quick
approval of the county budget pack-
age, Herzberg said. Approval by
mid-December, as sought by the
county, would allow most services to
continue with limited interruption,
he said. Later approval, he added.
would almost be as devastating as no
approval.

“It would take several months to
bring our operations back to where
they were and there's no guarantee
we could,” Herzberg said. “"Every
year, we face some threat of cuts.
It's like we're a yo-yo. It's impossi-
ble to run a good mental health pro-
gram that way.”

PARKS CUTS mean cancellation
of all supervised winter activities at
Hines Park and other county recre-
ation areas. Skating ponds and tob-
boggan hills won't be maintained
this winter. Only one major activity
will remain: cross-country skiing

‘The proposed 6-cents
a pack increase in the
cigarette tax faces
mounting opposition
by state business
groups. For more on
county finances, see
page 7A.

will continue at Warren Valley Golf
Course, Dearborn Heights

“That's the only activity that
doesn’t come out of the county gen-
eral fund.” parks director R. Eric
Reickel said.

The parks budget has been cut
$1.72 million. “We understand what
the executive had to do.” Reickel
said.

The $500.000 parks budget has
been cut by $2 million over the past
three years

One floor will be closed at the
county jail, causing concern for local
commissioners.

I think the jail has to be the first
thing we look at.” said Commission-
er Richard Manning, D-Redford.

“With Mayor Young's crackdown
on crack dealers, we need the space
We don't want to have our old ‘re-
volving door’ reputation return —
where you could be arrested at mid-
night and back on the streets by 5
am.

Commissioner Susan Heintz. R-
Northville, also listed the jail as a
top priority.

“The only people left in the jail
are pretty bad characters, there's no
space for lesser criminals,” she said.

Both said the commission should
consider jail financing alternatives
if the Legislature fails to approve
the county budget package.

Commissioners Kay Beard, D-Ink-
ster, and Milton Mack, D-Wayne,
were unavailable for comment.

Sheriff Robert Ficano said he op-
posed the $895,000 cut, but added he
was optimistic the Legislature would
pass the county budget package.

“Obviously, I'm opposed to closing
any jail space, especially with the
crisis we have with crack (cocaine)
and auto theft,” Ficano said. “But
this sends home the message that
Wayne County is in serious financial
shape. Before it's a complete panic,
let's see what the Legislature does.”

High 'school bands are sought

High school bands can apply now
to participate in the 1988 National
Cherry Festival, scheduled for July
5-9 in Traverse City.

Festival activities include two
fiefld competitions and three
parades. Ensemble competitions for
concert and jazz bands also will be

held. o
Trophies and cash awards will be
presented.

Applications are available by
writing Doyle Heffron, executive di-
rector, National Cherry Festival,
P.0O. Box 141, Traverse City, Mich.
49685-0141.

Free holiday concert is offered

Schooleraft College’'s Music Clab
will give a free concert 1:30-2:30
p.m. Wednesday; at the campus Fo-
rum Building, 18600 Haggerty, Livo-
nia.

B e T e R T L N g ., Py Y

Pianist Ken Kelter and the Livo-
nia Stevenson High School Village
Singers will also perform. Refreshe-
menty will be served.

e Sl ol i oxn o |

The cul jeopardizes health care
for at least 21 000 of the 46 VU0 mien
tally ill or retarded county residents
health care officials said

The county park systermn faies 4
$!1 7 mullion cut Only munimal riain
tenance will occur at county parks
including Hines. Bell Creek and Los
Valley Parks Hines Park stretobies
through Livonia Westland Garden
City and Plymouth and Canton towen
ships Bell Creek and Lola Valley are
in Redford Township

Park services are expected to oor
tinue to mud-month due o contract
provisions. McNarmara said

While the parks director s office
will be maintained 19 park employ
ees will be laid off

In other major cuts

® Twenty one deputies will he
laid off by closing the county jaul
floor Space for 128 prisoners would
be eliminated Net savings would be
$895 000 The move s seen as con
troversial 1n hight of court orders to
Increase prisoner space at the janl

MeNamara said jail space has in
creased over the past year even
with the cuts. but joked he himself
might be jailed 1if Chief Circuit
Judge Richard Kaufman finds he vi-
olated the earlier order to increase
Jall space

® The county probate court has
been ordered to cut its awn hudget
by $1 3 million

® By laying off 10 assistant pro-
secutors, MeNamara said the county

- would save $800.000

e Cooperative Extension Service
activites will be trimmed by
$259.000 Layving off four extension
service workers. however will force
cancellation of a $1 3 milhon Michi-

Triursga; Decer e SET & [

STEVE FECHY sta® ohotograpne:
too, uniess the state Legislature approves $12

Wayne County parks are closing this winter,
million in new revenue for the county.

due to a county budget shortfall. These picnic
tables could remain in storage next summer,

gan State University grant @ Special county Library services ® The county s pulling out of se\
MceNamara said That grant was 10 are being eliminated The county Ii-  eral non-profit  organizations t
have neiped finance nutrition and in brarv for the blind and physically  which 1t belongs. including the Mict
fant care programs for 3000 disad- handicapped will be closed Talking  (gan Association of Caunties. Nation-
vantaged mothers a $-H drug abuse  hook centers will also be tnimmed  al Association of Counties and South
education program. urban gardening  Savings areé projected at $123 0000 east Michigan Council of Goverr
programs and skill training and ca- Four ianoffs will also force the coun ments About $420000 10 dues will
reer guidance for 14.000 youths tv Lo lose a $50 000 grant he saved MoNamara seid
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'Tis the season to watch out for animals

By Philip A. Sherman
staff writer

Jacob has no tail

He's a very friendly 1%z vear-old
orange cat He had a tail when his
owners let him out

Kathy Blauet, manager of the
Westland branch of the Michigan
Humane Society. thinks Jacob
crawled up into a car engine to stay
warm

It isn't necessary to describe the
rest of the problem

What was left of Jacob’'s tail was
amputated. He's now one of many
cats, dogs and rabbits waiting for
adoption at the society’s animal shel-
ter

“We don't like people to let their
cats out, period,” Blauet says. “They
can get up into engines, they become
more susceptible to diseases and a
iot of people don't like cats — they'll
burt them.”

This is the season when hurting
anmimals, purposely or inadvertently.
increases, according to the society's
Cruelty Investigation division.

Mary Lucas, division member,

said they get 10-15 calls daily Some-
tumes they get more than 20

The callers describe dogs left out-
side without proper shelter Cats
that end up with frost-bitten paws
Dogs and cats that haven't been fed
It makes animal shelter workers
wonder why some people have pets

IT'S ALSO obvious those people
don't understand cruelty to ammals
can be a felony, Lucas said

That means if the society investi-
gates a case, hands 1t over to a pro
secutor and wins 1n court, the guilty
party could receive a maximum sen-
tence of four vears in jail and a
$2.000 fine, Lucas said

Organizing dogfights carries a
stiffer penalty up to five years
and a $5.000 fine. she added

Jacob represents a case of ne
glect Blauet said he's an unclaimed
stray. he had a lot of company in the
shelter’'s Westland cat room

But along with an increase in ani
mal cruelty investigations. Blauet
said winter historically means a
jump 1n adoptions

Through June of this year 642 dogs

and 340 cats were adoplted. a
marked increase over last years
statistics Blauet said 1t costs $25 to
adopt a dog and $15 to adopt a cat
not including a required sterilization
deposit that ranges up to $25 The
deposil covers the cost of a cat's op
cration. dogs are shightly higher de

pending on sex and weight
BLAUET IS happy people adopt
pets for holiday gifts. but recom
mends taking the pet home a couple
weeks befure or after the holiday
| think 1t can work if people give
it 4 lot of thought [ wouldn't want to
see 4 puppy get put aside for other

presents on Christmas morning, so
sometimes it's better to get them
early ltU's also stressful on the am
mal  she added

All ammals up for adoption have
had their first vaccinations, health
checks and dogs have been checked
for heartworm

The shelter 1s on Marquette just
east of Newburgh

Adoption hours are 10 am to 430
pm weekdays and until 330 pm
Saturdays Interested persons may
call the shelter at 721-7300 for other
animal protection or adoption infor-
mation

Area animal shelter to triple space

By Philip A. Sherman
staft writer

This 1s a tale of two shelters One
i~ about the things you can do to
make vour dog's house more com
fortable this winter

The other 1s about the new shelter
Westland’'s Michigan Humane Soci
ety hopes to build next spring to
serve Westland- Plymouth, Canton
and neighboring communities

Kathy Blauet, shelter manager.
said their current shelter s too
small to tend to the more than 14,000

dogs cats, rabbits and other animals
they see every vear

The new shelter, to cost an esti-
mated $25 mullion, will more than
triple the space that's now in the
6000 square-foot building on Mar
quette east of Newburgh

The expansion will mean 20,000
square feet will be available It will
be built adjacent to the existing vet-
erinary hospital The current shelter,
opened in the spring of 1971, will be
demolished and the land under 1t
turned into a parking lot

Plans call for dog and cat reoms

Brenda Bettis and Geoff Taylor
have been named Students of the
Month for December by the Plym-
outh Elks.

Taylor, a senior at Plymouth Sa-
lem High School. has been on the
varsity swimming team for three
years and currently is captain
During his sophomore year Geoff
qualified for the state meet and
received All-Observerland honora-
ble mention.

During his junior year Taylor
was part of a relay team that broke
a school record and qualified for
the state meet. He has received all-
conference status in the 100
breaststroke and the 200 medley
relay.

“Geoff is a highly motivated,
very capable yvoung man. In addi-
tion to being an excellent student
and fine athlete he is an outstand-
ing example for other students at
Plymouth Salem.” says Wayne

Sparkman. “Geoff always strives
to do his best and seems to enjoy
any challenge before him.”

“Brenda Bettis is a well-liked
young lady who has excelled aca-
demically at Salem High School.”
says Byron Richardson. “‘She dem-
onstrates particular aptitude in the
areas of marketing education and
business.

“Brenda is a very self-directing
person in any responsibility she un--
dertakes. Her leadership and de-
pendability are reflected in her
grade average.”

She works as a student assistant
and office aide at Salem, and often
volunteers to serve extra time in
these roles. “Mature common sense
dictates her decisions,” adds Rich-
ardson. “Brenda’s fine sense of val-
ues and emotional stability are
valuable assets that will help her
meet future challenges in the busi-
ness world.”

Students of Month

Plymouth Elks select pair for December honor

Brenda Bettis

Geofi Taylor

Telethon for Salvation

Army starts

The Salvation Army's ‘‘Baskets
Filled With Love” Telethon will be
aired beginning at 1 p.m. Saturday
on Omnicom Channel 15.

Representatives from businesses,
schogls. organizations and churches
from Plymouth. Canton and North-
ville will appear on the live telethon
to give their story of “caring for oth-
ers in need.”

Participants have been collecting
canned goods for the Salvation Army
on Main Street between Joy and Ann
Arbor Road.

Masters of Ceremonies for the
telethon will be Sandy Preblich of
‘The Sandy Show,” Brad Bianchi of
WWJ-FM, Gary Cubberly of “Sunday
Times" on WIBK-TV, Darlene My-
ers of “The Darlene Myers Show" on
WXON-TV, and Greg Lea of The
Grande Befat.

Special guests from WCAR-AM of

} “Shear-Delight” |
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with their own air supplies, a wild-
life room for the occasional horse or
cow that needs a temporary home.
and 1solation rooms where animals
with diseases can be treated

Blauet said the new shelter will be
paid through private and corporate
donations All donations to the Mich-
igan Humane Society are tax deduct-
ible

Taking time away from talking
about the proposed expansion,
Blauet reminded pet owners there
are plenty of things they can do to
protect their dogs and cats during

the upcoming winter months
-

SHE SUGGESTED the following
easy steps to make their winter
more comfortable

® Make sure walks are shorter on
extremely cold days After walks,
dry off the dog, including paws. to
make him warmer and get rid of
rock salt. which can cause irrita-
tions

® Check dog houses for leaks and
gaps Keep the floor dry by elevating
1t four to sixinches off the ground

Acting director is

named at

Doreen Durandetto should quickly
get into the swim of things in new
role of acting director of the Wayne-
Westland Family Y, whose service
area includes Garden City and Can-
ton Township.

The Y's director of physical activi-
ties 1s a former professional
swimmer.

‘Durandetto, 33, and a five-year lo-
cal Y staffer, assumed her addi-
tional, temporary duties after Hwa
Stacy left Nov. 13 to become the new
Royal Oak Y director.

The Metropolitan Detroit Y is so-
liciting applications for candidates.
The director will be eventually
picked by the Wayne-Westland Y
board of directors.

Durandetto was “with the
Weekiwachee Mermaids p