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Police

back

chase

City trying
to sell land

ruling
By M.B. Dillon
st,W writer

I.,}c al police and judges generally
,grer with a l' S Supreme Court rul
.rK that permits police officers to
ch.,st· a person who starts running at
th€ sight of them. even if they have
no reason to suspect criminal con-
dui't

The unanimous decision, the prod-
tict of a Detroit drug case, also said
Michigan prosecutors may use as ev-

Idence the drugs dropped by a man
who began running when he spotted
a police cruiser on a Detroit street.

Writing for the court, Justice Har-
rs A Blackmun said the Detroit offi-

cers pursuit of Michael Mose Chest-
prnut did not amount to seizure as

outlined in the Constitution's Fourth

Amendment

The amendment generally re-
quires police to have a warrant or
probable cause to suspect a crime
before conducting any search or
seizure

The court held in 1980 that a per-

son is seized - as opposed to arrest-
i · I _11 -2 ./L

i
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By Poggy Aulino
staff writer

For about 16 years the city of
Plymouth has been unsuccessful in
its efforts to sell some property it
owns on Beck Road in Northville

Township, but it's going to try. try
again.

The city commission Monday
voted to advertise for bids on a 48-

acre plot of land that was a well
field until the early 1970s.

"They closed the well field down
in 1972 after they started buying De-
troit water," said city manager Hen-
ry E. Graper Jr.

Sale of the land, between Five and

Six Mile, has been hampered by mat-
ters over which the city has no con-
trot, Graper said.

"It all depends on what's happen-
ing in the real estate market," he
said. "Every time we seemed to get
a good bidder... interest rates shot
up."

Graper also placed some blame on
the shoulders of city commission
members, saying the officials
"couldn't make up their mind how
much they wanted for it."

EARLIER THIS year, two bidders
who were turned down sued the city

over the rejection That matter i.

still pending, but Mayor Karl (.,in
sler said the judge handling the <·ase
gave the city permission to contimit·
eeking bids.
The city did manage to sell th,·

property a few years ago. but the
deal fell through when the burr
failed to maintain payments, ( ;art
ster said

"It's genuinely my hope that ·we
can sell this piece of land once aii,1
for all and be done with it," he said

The well site provided water for
all businesses and residences m the

city until the commission voted m
1972 to tap into the Detroit water
system. The well water left much to
be desired, Gansler recalled

"It was full of iron," he said ''Ev-

erybody had water softeners at that
time."

The bid specifications say that the
minimum price to be considered is
$412.000. Income from the sale

would go into the water fund and be
used for maintenance and repair of
water and sewer lines.

Gansler said the property is .'trt·es
and brush. ' It has 1,000 feet of fri,n

tage on Beck Road and goes back
about 1,000 feet, said Graper.

City officials will open bids for the
land Friday, July 29.

Man files suit
ea -- wnen, in View OI an w me

circumstances surrounding the inci-
dent. a reasonable person would
have believed that he was not free to

leave." Adhering to that principle, against police
Blackmun said Chesternut "was not

unlawfully seized during the initial .
police pursuit." ' By M.B. Dillon ment $162 for damaging a squad car

staff writer

WHILE AREA LAW enforcement

officials and judges doubt the deci-

sion will result m more police
chases, they predict it will mean an
increase in the amount of evidence

seized by police and admitted in
court

It clearly would allow more evi
dence in, by the very nature of the
case, said 35th District Judge
James Garber. who views this as an-

other in a series of recent Supreme
Court decisions relaxing the rules
applying to search and seizure and
self-incrimination

The local court serves the town-

ships of Plymouth, Canton and
Northville, and the cities of Plym-
outh and Northville
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Sally DeRoo gets a close look at her friend Pokey, a 3-month-old snail

Pokey pets
Teacher is ' adoptic
By Peggy Aulino
staff writer

Sally DeRoo is responsible for a small population
explosion in the Plymouth-Canton school district.

It al] began a few years ago in the cafeteria of the
Ford Motor Co. It was there that a parent of a West
Middle School student found a snail in a shipment of
lettuce The tiny invertebrate was sent, via the student,
to science teacher DeRoo.

And it was in DeRoo's classroom that that snail be-

came a mother, then a grandmother. and so on. Not
only does DeRoo use the snails as a teaching tool, she
has taken on duties as an adoption agent.

Snails have been sent to classrooms throughout the
district, and DeRoo estimates that she's given away al

BILL BRESLER/stan pholographer

)n agent' for snails
least 100 by now.

"THESE SNAILS have turned out to be an interest-

ing, low-cost, living thing to have in your classroom,"
DeRoo said. She also said they make for "an easy-care
pet - just feed them nice, fresh lettuce and keep them
moist "

The tiny invertebrates, called land or Helix snails,
are "very simple organisms" made up mostly of water,
DeRoo said. But she said they are remarkable in that
they respond to human beings.

"I don't know if it's light, touch or just being in the
presence of another living thing," she said. "Even the
tiny ones respond right away. They come right out of
their shell and look around."
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A Plymouth man filed suit in Oak-
land County Circuit Court last week,
charging that police in Wolverine
Lake and Walled Lake subjected him
"to repeated blows with an electric
cattle prod."

Michael Slentz, 1600 N. Territori-
al, is seeking more than $10,000 in
damages. claiming he "still suffers,
and will continue to suffer, pain,
humiliation, mental anguish, embar-
rassment, gross indignity and incon-
venience" as a result.

Wolverine Police Chief Jim Davis

said S]entz was arrested for opera-
ting under the influence of liquor and
resisting arrest around 3 a.m. April
11,1987.

Walled Lake District Court

records show Slentz pleaded guilty
to a reduced charge of impaired
driving. He was fined $500 and sen-
teneed to serve 30 dayB in Oakland
County Jail, or to attend an in-pa-
tient alcohol abuse program.

Slentz also pleaded guilty to re-
sisting arrest. That charge was to be
dropped if Slentz paid $100 and com-
mitted no more violations in six
months' time.

Slentz also was ordered to reim-

burse the Wolverine Police Depart-

THE INCIDENT began when a
Walled Lake resident called police,
saying a man in a ear was ramming
another vehicle in a parking lot,
Davis said.

Davis denied that police used a
cattle prod.

"I would certainly hope not he
said. "At this point we have a writ
ten policy prohibiting the use of any
cattle prod or any other such type of
equipment," he said.

Davis declined to say anything
more about the case. because he

hadn't been able to consult with le

gal counsel.
Walled Lake police also declined

comment.

Slentz' attorney, Ikonard Miller,
filed a four-€ount complaint against
the cities and police depar(ments of
Walled Lake and Wolverine Lake.

charging that officers falsely arrest-
ed and imprisoned Slentz.

Due to the "unprovoked attack" of
four police officers, two from each
community, Slentz "sustained a se-
vere and brutal physical beating and
suffered injuries to his face, nose.
abdomen, genitals and teeth.' ar
cording to the complaint.
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By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

In the Roaring'203, Kenneth Swain was a
young man who went east. At age 79, the
robust Iowan is still here, enjoying his 50th
year of self-employment.

The owner of Kenneth G. Swain Realty
in Plymouth, Swain shares his downtown
office with Merle Hamlin, his son-in-law
and office manager.

The two, along with Swain's son Jerry,
took time out recenUy to reminisce about
earlier days.

It was 1938 when Swain, who graduated
from Cass Technical High School "where
Charles Undber:h's mother wn a teach-
er," opened a radio Bervice store In Plym-
outh.

Findlng accommodation, waim't my
We soon discovered that there wu

nothing to rent for h-ing or bli,in-, ex-
cept an old nindown commercial building
at the corner of Wing Street and S. Main,"
recalled Swain, who 11- in Plymouth
Townihip.

I rented the bullding from Mr. Edward
Hough, then pre,ldent of thi Delmy Air
Rifle Co.

.

IT WAS a gem The entrance faced
Wing Street, which wu unpaved at the
time. There were a few stepping stone, to
keep customers out of the mud during in-
clement weather. There was no furnace

for heat.

A coal stove was provided. There wn
no plumbing or water supply. We had a
pail back of the counter. I imagine you
know what it wal uied for."

Rent was *15 a month
Swain, and Marie Micket,en, his young,

Minnemota-born bride, rolled up their
sleeves

"With not much Ieose but a lot of -1,
we cleaned, paintid, did wme carpenter
work, initalled st/,and opened the shop
for bidne-," he maid. "We had not yet
foundane/pl=tolive."

Swal•, a skilled cr,tal * maker, coo·
tacted automobile dealers, auto parto

"I remember thinking if I make $50 a
week, I'll have it made," said Swain.

"In a matter of • few months, 1 had the

automobile radio installation and repair
business pretty well sewed up in Plym-
outh."

His succe,s surprised the locals.

"IT HAD been rumored up and down the
street that Swain would not last 01 months

in Plymouth. But I remained In that loca-
tion Borne three yeari unul Uncle Sam
gave me the opUon ofloing into the armed
forces or working for a def-e contractor
with World War II getting started

"Having three young children, I cio,ed
up shopand ch- the dif-e work," sald
Swain, who lost hi, wife 10 yean ago alter
49 years of marriage

The Swati, who, owing to "our limited
knowledge of ecooomics", built a home in
Detroit in 1929 at the 0-t 01 the Great

Depr-ion, ha i Plymouth after
learning that wa• building a
new plant to the Plymouth ar••.

THE SWAINg paid th,ir entrepriniu-
rial know-how along tothilr childre•.
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Al- 00 yian ol e,1-employment in Plymouth,
Kon 8-In (le-d) I- earned thi admiration
of,on-In-law -d bu--0 *anne, Merl, Ham-
Hn (1,11)Ind ion J.lry '"lin.


