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Citizen groups blast

rail line safety record

Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Yot
Plymouth last Thursday at i
meeting, said suburban leadei

Young:
By Kilth Postler
staff writer

Detroit Mayor Coleman A.
Young's message last Thursday to
the 200 persons who heard him speak
at the Mayflower MeeUng House
was simple but powerful.

The big city and its suburbs are
dependent on one another and need
to emphasize the commonalities be-
tween each, not the differences.

During his opening remarks,

Ig, speaking in size common,

Young said of Detroit and the sub-
urbs, "There is a mutual dependence
between us that far outweigh: any
difference, we havt"

Reaction among thoee in the audi-
ence after the mayor's speech was
generally positive.

"Impres,ive," said Plymouth fire
chief At Matthews. "It was the first

Ume I've heard him speak, and I was
very impressed. I think he has some
very good ideas."

Said Kay Arnold of Plymouth, "I

JIM JAGDFEL[)/staff pholographer

lies their communities have

felt it was very posiUve. It made us
aware that we do connect with the

city. I felt he gave u all a lot to
think about Nlardiog •ducation
being the responsibility not of each
city, but for all of m al parents and
taxpayers."

YOUNG TOUCHED on a variety
of subjects, including the impact of
technology on the demise of the auto
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m Kiwanis Club with Detroit, not the differences.
rs should empha.

Emphasize unity

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

Three citizens' groups, including
Citizen Action, the largest public in-
terest organization in the nation,
blasted the safety record of the rail-
road industry, specifically CSX
Transportation, ata press confer-
ence at the Novi Hilton last week.

CSX was the rail line involved in
the toIiC train derailment in Free

land, a rural community near Sagi-
naw on July 22. CSX rails and trains
traverse the Plymouth-Canton area.

"CSX Transportation has the
worst accident record of the nation's
major railroads," said Robert
Creamer, spokesman for Citizen Ac-
tion, which is affiliated with the

Michigan Citizens Lobby.
"Given the appalling safety record

of CSX and the complete inability of
the Federal Railroad Administration

to effectively enforce rail safety
standards, the type of accident we
have just experienced was inevita-
ble."

The Freeland accident "demon-

strata the need for strong new fed-
eral rules governing railroad safety
in general and stricter regulation of
hazardous material transportation in
particular," added Creamer.

CSX trains "are Bhopals on wheels
waiting to happen, and people are
beginning to understand that,"
Creamer said.

In the past five months, CSX has
had three derailments in Michigan.

A fourth occurred in Chatham, On-
tario, last week.

Creamer cited findings from the
United States General Accounting
Office: "In 1987, CSX reported 410
major train accidents and 58 acct-
dents involving hazardous materiall,
both the highest of any rail carrier in

America. Adjusted per million train
miles, CSX had the highest accident
rate of the large Class I railroads.

"GAO found that CSX under-re-

ported accident numbers by 43 per-
cent," Creamer added.

REACHED AT THE Freeland de-

railment command headquarters,
CSX spokesman R. Lindsay Leckie
defended the company.

"It is absolutely incorrect to say
we have the worst record in the in-

dustry"
The accident rate has plummeted

in fact since 1979, he said.
"In 1979, we had 1,600 reportable

train accidents. In 1988, we had 332,

so that in a 10-year period we've had
a continuing decline not only at CSX
but on the rallroads throughout the
United States.

"You can cook these things any
way you want. You have lies, damn
lies, and statistics.

"All of our maintenance and in-

specUon standards either meet or
exceed federal regulations," Leckie
added.

Citizen Action, Citizens Against
Toxic Trains and the Mlchigan Right
to Know Task Force are calling for
stronger federal standards for all
hazardous material transporters and
stricter rail safety regulaUon.

There's already been response
from Washington

Sens. Donald Riegle, D-Flint, Carl
Levin, D-Detroit, Reps. John Dingell
D-Trenton, and Bob Traxler, D-Bay
City, have asked U.S. Transportation
Secretary Samuel Skinner for a safe-
ty audit of CSX 00 the dland-To-
ledo rail corridor.

U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plym-
outh, is calling on the National
Transportation Safety Board "to
continue its efforts to ensure that

trains are safely maintained and op-
erated.

"Living in Plymouth, you can't
avoid seeing the types of chemical
cars which regularly travel through
our communities.

The potential damage and loss of
life posed by such cars should re-
quire railroad companies to main-
tain the strictest safety guidelines
and procedures," Pursell said.

GREG MCKEON, FORMER
Wayne County safety director, wu
one among those attending the press
conference. A retired Detroit fire

marshal, McKeon is lending ex-
pertise to the Northville-based Citi-
zens Against Toxic Trains.

"As a firefighter, I've picked up
dead bodies. I'm emotional, because
I have grandchildren who live near
the tracks in Westland, Wayne and
Livonia. I don't want them hurt. It's

as simple as that."
MeKeon also is concerned for fire-

fighters. "They're the ones on the fir-
ing line; they're going to get killed
because they don't have the protee-
tive clothing to begin with."

MeKeon says he wants "people to
get acUve. Let 141slators know that
we as citizens have a right to at least
sleep at night. Corporations can't
come in and take over with chemi-
cats."

DR. Mn.TON WEISS, a Redford

dentist, also attended the confer-
ence. He told of an incident two

Meeks ago in which "my wife was
awakened by the screeching of rail-
road brakes at 4:15 a.m.

"We turned on our police radio.
They said there was a train stopped
involving six tank cars. So we woke
up our kids - we have two Viet-
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Teacher gets a look at the future of space industry
By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

For two weeks this summer, Bar-
bara Church of Plymouth saw the fu-
ture of the space industry laid out
before her, compliments of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration.

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools' science and math coordina-
tor was one of 100 teachers selected

from more than 400 applicants from
across the country to visit the Mar-
shall Space Flight Center in Hunts-
ville, Ala.

NASA scientists briefed teachers

on the space shuttle, space station,
spacelab and other programs.

It was a very exciting experi-
ence," said Church, who plans to
share what she learned with Plym-
outh-Canlon teachers and students
this fall.

"The technology they're using is
just phenomenal. I felt like I was 10
years in the future.

"By chance, they were doing a test
firing of the shuttle's main engine
while we were there. They have a
huge test stand, 17 stories high, that·
they mount the engine on.

"THE NEXT day when they were

finished, we got to climb up and look
at the engine and touch it. That was
exciting."

Teachers met Conrad Dannen-

berg, one of the German rocket sci-
entists who did propulsion research
for Hitler. Dannenberg came to the
United States after World War II

with with Werner Von Braun and

other German rocket scientists who

headed up the United States' space
program.

"The other thing that was really 
exciting was touring the mock-up of
the new space statton, called Space
Station Freedom," said Church, who

earned degrees from McGill Univer-
sity in Montreal, the University of
Michigan and Wayne State Univer,1-
ty.

"It's made of long tubes called
modules that you can walk through.
If you put your arms out, you can
almost touch the sides and the top.
Imagine Quaker oatmeal boxes as-
sembled in space, with nodes in be-
tween each module. The modules

just fit in the bay of the space shut-
tle

"There's going to be a habltation
module where the astronauts will
live, and tabl," added Church. "They
showed us how the astronauts would

sleep, eat, and some of the communl-

caUon faciliOes they'd use.
"We spent a day in the propulsion

lab, and a day in the materials test-
ing lab where they test every mate-
rial used to see what kind of stress it

will handle.

'"They're a little shaky after the
Challenger," said Church. "They've
changed the enttre design of the 0
rings and solid rocket booster"
blamed for the Challenger disaster
in which seven died.

Teacher, learned about the "aero

break," intended for we on the trip
to Mars. The device, shaped like a
giant Frisbee mounded on one end,
will allow space vehicles to slow
down using air instead of rockets.
The aerobreak is designed to slow a

craft down bybouncing itoff the at-
mosphere, Church said

"It': similar to a stone skipping off
water," the said. "This is all re-

search they've modeled 00 comput-
er. They're starting to construct it
now It's hard to imagine they can do
this."

HUNTSVILLE'S SPACE camp
wa, another stop.

"We got to play on some of the
equipment They have thing, like the
gravity chair; it supports five-sixths
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Barbara Church of Plymouth-Conton Commu.
nity Schools eximlne, the flight dook of thi

Ipic• •huttle mock-up al thi Marshall Spic.
Fllght Conter in Huntiville, Ala.
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Plymouth resident Neil Carnes, a
promiling young hockey player
drafted last year by the Montreal
Canadlens. died early Sunday when
the motorcycle be wu riding collid-
ed with an auto in Plymouth Town-
ship.

The cruh happened fortly after
2 a.m when the motorcycle Carnee,
19, wu riding outbound 00 Am Ar-
bor Trail collided with a westbound

vehicle near Brownell Street, ae-
cording to Plymouth To-hip po-
IICI.

Plymouth To-hip Polle. Chief
Carl Berry on Sunday rof-d to
comment oothe accidet, lying he

will 1-ue a statement when the im
vestigatton 11 complete.

Jerry Hill, of Canton, manager of
Gino': Pim, which 18 about 100 feet
north of the cruh •cene, said he uw
the accident.

1 WAS checking out (closing the
store) when I beard tho roar of thi
bike," Hill laid. "I just looked up and
uw a Tnul Am headed ...4 and
the cycle headIng -t eoillded Into
It. T'he gly weet *raight * in thi
alr 10 to lil fiet

"lt wi the wor,t tht! 1-1-
:ince Nam (Vt-am)."

Mootr- Ilicted Carne a c-
ler, in the third r-d 01 the 1-
Na"00,1 Hocke, L"4'0 draft
Carn< - played )Wor J•nlor

"A" hockey the last three years in
Verdun, Que., did not lign with Mon-
treal, but wu invited to Montreal'a
trainimg camp this fall Mid Al
Bak,r, commis,looer of the Metro
Sum-r Hockey Ikague.

Car- r,turned home reciatly
and :Diet the 1- mooth playing in
the NSHL, a amateur lim for
colloge and jolo/Yed playin in
Plymouth and Wayne. Car- played
for the Broaco, ajoq with Il.older
brother, Alan Carn,4 -d "- thi
liqui': primler player," according
to Baker

Game• were pla.d. •ched.led
8-ay at the Plymoith Cultiral
Ce/ar, but Bakll :aid th• le•m
vowt bi th, 11!ne Withqut C-
Baker *ald he played Saturday with

the Carnes brnthers in a three-00-

three hockey to,rnament at the
Wayne Arica kn bolore the fatal
accident.

ACCORDING TO Baker, the
younger Canes left th• Wayne Ari
naafter the to:ir:,11130* icame h.

wanted to p jet *114 •Ith WI bed.
dia We all expected Ilm back.

"He wilareol tlk•able 002atri
m-0,1 hockey t.t" Bal I.
ed. '01/1 wholl .tate klows ... I.

lated like "'41-h/*/B
foot- 10, 100 poundil b wil v.,
stival."

D.v•Cypla,a.0- M-dol
Ala Car-, ed al 4/,Ill e..ch
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