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By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

Removing fuel tanks from Plymouth-Canton
schools' bus yard proved more costly than antic-
ipated after contaminated soil was found at the
Mill Street facility.

There are no wells in the area and it appears
that groundwater wasn't affected.

A slight amount of petroleum product was
found. We're not positive how much. We can't
say until the geology reports come back," said
Greg Pirtle, fleet service manager for Plym-
outh-Canton Community Schools.

The schools are liable for up to $10,000 in re-
moval costs Anything exceeding that will be
paid by the state under the financial responsibil-
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this week, Plymouth-Canton school offic

soi I conte
ity act passed by the Legislature in July.

The soil was removed from an area about 75-

100 feet in diameter and 16 feet deep. It was
replaced with pea gravel

The fuel tanks are being replaced to comply
with new federal laws at a cost of $74,580.

Cheryl Wallace, environmelital quality ana-
lyst with the state Department of Natural Re-
sources, is working with the district and Parks
Installation Co.,the schools' contractor. Wallace

was unavailable for comment.

Aladipo Oyinsan, district supervisor of the
DNR's environmental response division, was un-
sure how many cubic yards of soil were contam-
inated. He said that under DNR policy, soil is
removed and tested for benzene, a carcinogen.
toluene; ethylbenzene: and xylene "until it
comes up clean or within the levels we set." The
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tainted material is deposited in a landfill.

Between 1957 and 1975, the district installed

five tanks with capacities ranging from 1,500 to
20,000 gallons. They held diesel fuel and Ieaded
and unleaded gasoline for buses and school vehi-
cles. They're being replaced with three fiber-
glass tanks.

Thomas Rose, Plymouth-Canton schools' pur-
chasing agent, said the district wanted to finish
the job before school started, a goal jeopardized
by uncertainty surrounding state clean up mon-
ies

You never know in the Legislature what's
going to be passed and what isn't. We couldn't
make any movement until the funds were au-
thorized," said Rose "It's nice to get this over
with before school starts."

While replacing fuel tanks at its bus yard :ials discovered contaminated soil.

been removed and replaced with gravel.

Bus yard iminated
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The Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Remouree, and the state attor-

ney general'a office have launched a
joint investlgation of Amoco 011 Co.

Amoco has more contaminated

sites - 54 - than any other compa-
ny in Michigan, uid David Rymph,
DNR environmental quality mana-
ger

That fact came to light as the
DNR grappled with a longtime un-
derground oil spill in downtown
Plymouth. Fuel that seeped from
tanks at the Amoco station at Ann

Arbor Trail and Main has contami-

nated ground water and soil under-
neath the Mayflower Meeting House,
the Box Bar and Grill, Ann Arbor
Trail at Main. The area has been on

a DNR list of contaminated sites
since 1979.

"When we were addressing this
situation, we discovered - !0 and
behold - there aren't any other
companies with as many contami-
nated sltes in the state. We're Inves-

tigating all of Amobo's known sites
and adopting an overall strategy."
said Rymph. Court action is a poast-
bility;Se gaid.

The contaminaled sites dot the

state, and "most are gas st.:tions,"
Rymph said.

WALT BROWN - Amoco's public
affairs office said :tands to reason

Amoco would ' v ie highest num-
ber of contam,. sees "because

we have more seri s.ations in the

state of Michigan th:.n anyone else.
Historically, we are the leading mar-
keter in the state of Michigan. The
odds would be very high then, since
we have the most sites, that we
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might have the most potential prob-
lems.

"We are well aware of these con-
ditions," added Brown. "We are

working on all of these sites, rm
sure, to get the problems resolved.
We have a program in place and
have had, where we are worklng to
eliminate the possibility of these
problems by checking all of the un-
derground storage tanks at our sta-
tions and putting in monitoring and
testing systems so they can't hap-
pen," Brown said.

THE DNR AND property owner
affected by the contamination have
waited for months for Amoco to

come up with a clean-up plan. The
company's initial propowl, submit-
ted in May, was rejected by Ralph
Lorenz of the Mayflower Meeting
House because it would have re-

moved just 75 percent of the con-
tamination.

The DNR has said it won't review

a clean-up plan until Amoco drafts a
proposal acceptable to everyone in-
volved.

"We are working on it" Mid
Brown "We are aware we are sup-
posed to do it, and we are doing it
This iso't easy. If it were easy. it

Please turn to Page 2

Race heating up Officials expect

Commission candidates hitting harc fewer criuisers
By Doug Funke
staff writer

The four non-incumbents seeking
election to the Plymouth City Com-
mission in November say they plan
to start campaigning in earnest after
Labor Day

City elections normally are quiet
and generally devoid of hot issues,
but these aren't normal times.

City manager Henry Graper re-
signed in July over differences with
some commissioners about spending
tax dollars on promotions. A search
committee has made little progress
in finding a successor.

Another committee is examining
the city's involvement in all local
special events.

Then there's the matter of devel-

opment of the Jack WIlcox property
overlooking Kellogg Park and other
small parcels in the city.

Some of the challengers have been
buoyed by the uncertainties

"A LOT OF things I've been talk-
ing about in the past have been re-
vealed," said Jerry Vorva, one of the

first candidates to acquire nominat-
ing petitions

"I think taxpayers are very, very
unhappy about what's going on,"
Vorva said.

"If we're going to pay the kind of
taxes that we're paying, are we get-
ting what we're paying for? Are the
monies being spent properly or are
they for what the administration

wants for themselves - expensive
cars, telephones in cars?"

Vorva, 37, is a real-estate agent.
Jean Morrow, a commission

watchdog and a candidate in the last
two city elections, also is hitting
hard at the money issue

"1 THINK we !;ave a lot of money
being spent that's not accounted
for," Morrow said. "We should be

watching closely.
"I Bee by my scanner our police

cars have quite a few miles. We're
going to have to spend some money
on that ioon," he added.

1 at issues
I'd like to see more drastic mea-

sures taken on the cruising prob-
lem," Morrow said. He recommends

placing construction barrels along
Main to limit traffic to one lane in

each direction and providing an
emergency route for police and fire
vehicles.

Morrow, 67, is a retired engineer.
Gregory Green, a former planning

commissioner and perennial com-
misaion candidate, uid his cam-
paign goal is to get more pelple in-
volved in local government.

He couldn't elaborate on how he

proposed to do that.

"WHAT I'M going to emphasize 18
bring more people Into the process.
In the past, it's been the same group
- insiders," Green Mid.

"I really don't have a beef wlth a
lot of things board, and commissions

Please turn to Page 2
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City officials say they hope the
upcoming holiday weekend and the
start of Khool wU] dinipate the
crowds of young people congregat-
ing 00 downtown Plymouth streets
and sidewalks

Police reported *ling fewer
cruiling-related tickets last week-
end than the weekend of Aug. 18.
20 However, more people seemed
to be out, especially Friday

"It was extremely busy, the busi-
est I've Men," Mid Paul Stncock,
11:ebtant to the elly manager

"It •u a lot of traffic, a lot of
people," he added. "It was loud
Then Wal a lot of yelling going
back and forth Icro- the street,
people yelling from can."

WITH THE COMING of a long
hodday weekend wheo many peo-

-t

ple traditionally head north for a
Last blast of summer, both Sincock

and Police Chief Richard Myers
anticipate fewer cruisers

"Usually there's a lot of people
out of town and usually cruising
isn't quite so bad," Myers uid of .
the holiday.

"With school starting, that will .
curtail our weekday crowd to a 
limited number," Mid Sincock

"We start getting into activities at
the high school"

Police last weekend issued 66

tickets for moving traffic viola-
tions, 18 for more Dertous traffic

violations, including alcohol-relat-
ed offenses, and 14 for ordinance '
violattom, mostly trap-ing.

Myen provided the statisties

ONE OFFICER, Robert Neu-
mann, Iustained minor injurie, in a
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Schools to remodel board building
ly M.I. Dillon •
staff writer

If all goes according to plan, the
corner of Ann Arbor Trail and Har-

vey Street in Plymouth will look dif
ferent in a year.

The Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education reviewed plans at its
meeting Monday to refurbilh and
add on to the board office at 484 S

Harvey.
The project, u propoled by Ca roe

Auoelates Inc of Plymouth and
Barton Malow of Southftild, would
be financed with th, 0923,000 re-
malning from a 01: milljoi bond ip
su• approvid » vot- In 1-.

™ tvoitory additioa would pr,
vid, 1,0,0, Imari *4 4 omci

-./

space, 2,500 on each floor. An 1,800- : 1,

,quare-foot basement would have a 1,9,3.4////w/ 2 1

storage room, mald Ray Hoodel, -0-
/./.1 rill.../ . i

ciate Iuperintendent for bulin-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              : 3

THE ADDITION would ho- a ...1 . : 11
board room 60 percent larger than -I'll.---I- . 1

the existing meettl room, al ./U .
1

u offic- for thi mperlntendent and

=:3%=rrinWnd-, an e-•-
Remodiling the exterlor with in-

milaud .1-•0 - brick and adt
ing a doped roof vould give thi
buildint a fideril colonial loot
while making It enirly offlclect and

nearly maintinanee-free, sald ....................... .......... ....'-h-==Carn•.
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