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City considers new ambulance carrier

By Doug Funke
staff writer

Concerns about the response time
of the ambulance company that pro-
vides advanced life support/trans-
portation services in Plymouth has
city officials looking at changing
carriers.

Figures prepared by Fire Chief
Alan Matthews for a 3% -month peri-
od May through mid August indicate

that CEMS of Novi averaged nine
minutes to get o the site of an emer-
gency medical call ;
Studies show that the survival rate
of heart attack vicums incredses

dramatically if an advanced Lig sup-
port unit arrives and tre t be-
gins within eight minutes ws

said.

“Basically, theyre providing a
very good service,” Matthews said of
CEMS. “Our concern Is time in

~

excess of eight minutes."

City officials have monitored
CEMS'’ performance since last Octo-
ber

“THE GOAL is to provide quality
service to residents,” said Paul Sin-
cock, assistant to the city manager.
“We feel that, perhaps, it's time for
a change. We've got a service, it's
working well, but we'd like to im-
prove upon it.”

City officials are looking into
switching to Huron Valley Ambu-
lance of Ann Arbor for advanced life
support services. The city commis-
sion is expected to consider the mat-
ter during its regular meeting Tues-
day at 7:30 pm.

Now, city firefighters and CEMS
are notified of all emergency calls
for ambulance. Firefighters provide
initial first aid. CEMS provides ad-
vanced life supports such as IVs, air

ges and cardiac defibrillation.
CEMS also transports to hospitals.

GREG BEAUCHEMIN, CEMS
president, disputes the city’s figures
on response time.

‘“There is a tremendous variance
between Chief Matthews' records
and what our records show,”
Beauchemin said. “The mere fact
that every single response of the city
shows two minutes raises concerns

about the validity of the survey it-
sell.”

Beauchemin said his records show
that arrival time took longer than 10
minutes on 15 runs June 1 through
Aug. 23 compared to 24 such inci-
dents indicated by city records.

The average CEMS response time
for 1,439 calls from January 1986
through this June was just a hair

Please turn to Page 2

City officials
say 3 buildings
are eyesores

By Doug Funke
staff writer

Thousands of people who pour into
downtown Plymouth this week will
be greeted by the sights, sounds and
smells of Fall Festival — plus a cou-
ple of buildings some say have be-
come eyesores.

The Farmer Jack store at 705 S.
Main, closed last December, remains
vacant. Large sheafs of paper placed
over the windows have started to
peel away. A window is broken and
weeds are sprouting in the parking
lot.

The city has issued a citation to
the owner of a building at 448-450
Forest for, among other things, inad-
equate roof covering, inadequate
gutters and downspouts, inadequate
siding and inadequate sidewalks and
parking.

That owner, Tom Corey, who lives
in California, has 30 days to make
repairs or face those charges in dis-

10 years

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

It is the anniversary of a revolu-
tion.

Ten years ago last week, 833 peo-
ple institutionalized at the Plymouth
Center for Human Development
were ordered into group homes.

The federal District Court order
meant the end for the controversy-

Blackout
turns off
5 schools

An early-morning power fail-
ure Tuesday gave some students
in the Plymouth Canton school
district an extended Labor Day
holiday.

Classes were called off at Can-
ton and Salem high schools, Pio-
neer Middle School and Isbister
and Gallimore elementaries, said
Richard Egli, community rela-
tions director for the schools.

Students and teachers are ex-
pected to return Wednesday, he
said.

“Some transformers malfunc-
tioned,” said Carl Berry, Plym-
outh Township pollce chief.

“Wires are down. About 1,400
customers are affected,” said
Lorie Kessler, an Edison spokes-
woman.

The affected area was bounded
by Ann Arbor Road, Sheldon, Joy
and Canton Center Road, Kessler

6:10 a.m. Some
seeing flashes and hearing explo-
sions.

No injuries were reported, Ber-

ry said.

“They told us it shouldn’t be
more than a couple of hours once
they started working on it. That's
so Indefinite, we had to close,”

Egli said.

trict court. He couldn't be reached
for comment.

A city building official said last
week that he was preparing a viola-
tion notice for the owner of an auto
repair shop at 584 S. Main.

PROBLEMS ‘THERE include
peeling exterior paint, a crumbling
parking lot and improperly stored
cars outside, said Jim Penn, city en-
gineering aide.

The owner of that building is Don
Hickman, according to tax records.
Hickman couldnt be reached for
comment.

Plymouth is so small and compact
that deterioration quickly becomes
apparent and reflects on the city as
a whole, said Mary Childs, a city
commissioner and chairwoman of
the beautification commission.

I think business owes it to resi-
dents just as residents owe it to busi-
ness to keep their place up,” she

Please turn to Page 2

plagued mental health facility.

But it meant much more than that,
said those who brought suit to free
center residents. -

For those placed behind center
walls, for Wayne County communi-
ties and for Michigan itself, the con-
sent decree issued by Federal Dis-
trict Judge Charles Joiner served as
a ringing endorsement of the then-
new concept of adult foster care.
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ereds growing through cracks in the parking lot dominate the former site of Farmer Jack in downtown Plymouth. One of the
windows has been damaged, apparently with a bullet or BB.

after victory, retarded fight for life with dignity

“IT HAD a major impact,” said
Alice Saules, president of the Plym-
outh Association for Retarded Citi-
zens. “The wording (for adult\oster
care) was there but there wasn't
much being done, at least not in
Wayne County.”

The judge’s comments, contained
in the consent order, made it clear
change was on its way.

“All mentally retarded individuals

SHARON LOMIEUX/staff photographer

At 94, “Amazing” Grace Burley drives, plays pinochie; yisits
great-grandchildren and loves dining out. Not surprisingly,
she's a connoisseur of area restaurants. S8he once lived in what

is now the Hiliside Inn.

can and should live in the more nor-
malized environment of the commu-
nity and do not require institutional-
ization,” wrote the judge.

Just one year earlier, state
lawmakers had adopted a law per-
mitting small group homes in resi-
dential neighborhoods. The consent
order put that law into action.

Plymouth Center was considered
one of the worst of the state's “snake

pits” — cold, impersonal places
where mentally impaired individuals
were stored, then ignored.

“The doors swung only one way,”
wrote a Detroit newspaper. “Institu-
tionalization was a life sentence.”

Saules, however, said the problem
was even more severe.

“There was abuse, both physical
and mental,” she said. “Beyond that,

" there was neglect. Often, you'd go in

‘Clean living’ keeps
Grace sprightly at 94

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

They call her “Amazing” Grace
Mae Burley, and it's simple to see
why. .
At 94, the Plymouth Township res-
ident still drives, and not just to the
store and the doctor’s office.

A typical week sees her at the
Elks Club on Tuesdays — “I get a
cup of soup;” at the Cultural Center
on Wednesdays to play pinochle —
“I've kept score ever since I quit
work when | was 63;" — and at Ton-
quish Creek Manor for lunch on
Thursday — ‘'sometimes it’s not so
hot, but sometimes it's gocd."

Burley is moving to Gaylord this
month to be nearer her son Harold, a
72-year-old retired state trooper,
and daughter-in-law Dorothy. She's
rented a “two-bedroom apartment
near all the action downtown. I'll get
my driver’s license up there.”

The folks at the \"I"Wm'ﬁ‘
Gable Post 8695 said to
Burley with no shortage of flair or
fanfare. - o
At a part “coronation”

Bur{oy was given a gold
crown, gold cape and & seat.

“It was a beautiful party,” sald
Burley, who has t grandchildren
and 18 grea , five of
them Korean.

“mmm.WoMItm
side by Evmh:g
food; we had potato salad,

-4

cooked corn, megtballs and sau-
sage.”

The party was a thank you to Bur-
ley for having served as the VFW
auxiliary’s longtime chaplain.

Two of Burley’s children followed
in their mothers’ footsteps.

“My daughter was the first presi-
dent of the auxiliary. My son was the
first commander,” said Burley,

and there would be 25-50 people in a
ward with only one staff person.
While many staff people would try,
others wouldn't. You'd see them off
somewhere away from the patients.”

Patients often sat, naked in their
own excrement, said Elizabeth
Bauer, a mental health care special-
ist hrought in to oversee Plymouth

Please turn to Page 2
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Plymouth's annual Fall Festival.
a mainstay ia the commaunity for
30 years, is set o take place

stage jon of “The
Wizard of Oz” will be beld Satur-
day, Sept. 9 at 11:30 am 1in the
bandshell, followed by a 2 pm. All
Around Gymnastics performance
on Main Street. Saturday's festivi-

Events added
to fall festival

ues will close at 7 pm with the

area at various umes during
day Al 1030 am the bandshell
area will be the site of another All
Around Gymnastics performance

® The Livoma Youth Phulhar-
moaic of Michigan will be on hand
Saturday and Sunday from noon to
4 pm. for individual and small
group concert presentations.

For further information. contact
Lorna Nitz at 455-4276

Ambulance carrier
change considered

Continued from Page 1

over six minutes, Beauchemin said.
“We have a five-year investment
in Plymouth. We've put time and
money in this,” he said. “We asked
him (Matthews) how many com-
‘plaints you get from residents. He
couldn't acknowledge that was a

problem.”

BEAUCHEMIN ALSO said ser-
vices provided by his company cost
less than Huron Valley, which could
be important when consumers
receive bills.

. The base rate for a hospital trans-
port by CEMS is $115 plus $3.45 per

["ANN ARBOR SKI CLUB

Annual Corn Roast
& Membership Drive

Saturday. Sept. 9th 3-10 p.m.

K of C Picnic Grounds -
3991 Dexter Road
{2 mile West of Wayne)

« Admission - $4.00
Corn, Beverages provided
Bring something to BBQ
(charcoal & grills provided)

*  Volleyball, Picnic Games,
Square Dancing

« Membership Limited to 21 yrs.
{under 21 must be accompanied by adult}

CALL 761-3419

For info from Club Hot Line
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Sun Deer?* campers are
happy campers and It's no
wonder because most
severely asthmatic kids are
forced to spend their
summet s indoors. At Camp
Sun Deer?® asthmatic kids
ages 912 participate in

a variety of outdoor
activities, but they can't do
It without your help. The
limitations and doubts they
face can be diminished by a
volunteer who cares. Your
participation at Camp Sun
Deer® can make all the
difference In an asthmatic
chiid's summer.

For more detalls contact:

AMERICAN * LUNG ASSOCIATION
. orsov

THEAST MICHIGAN

Space contributed by the publisher
a3 3 public service
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mile, Beauchemin said. If any ad-

vanced life support service is provid-
ed, the fee goes to §200 plus mileage.

The base rate for a hospital trans-
port by Huron Valley is $160 plus
$4.20 per mile, said Dale Berry. ex-
ecutive director. The fee goes to
$210 plus mileage for advanced life
support services.

Huron Valley proposes to station
one ambulance within the city limits
around-theclock. A second vehicle
would be in or near the community
50 hours per week.

CEMS now tries to station one am-
bulance within the city limits. Its
farthest coverage point for respond-
ing to city runs is at Eight Mile and
1-275 — ‘“only 3% miles outside the
city limits,” Beauchemin said.

Y PLYMOUTH

Case paved way for group homes

Continued from 1

Center staff training in the wake of
the consent order.

“The feeling om at least some
staff members part was why clean
it up — that person would oaly wet
said

Still, Baver didn't blame the staff
as mach as the system

“IT'S HARD to say whether Plym-
outh Center was better or worse than
any place else.” she said “But what
was clear was that instututionaliza-
tion wasn't working

“The prevalent philosophy was.
‘You're sick and I'm here (o lreatl

you.

“‘But the mentally retarded aren’t
sick; like everyone else they need
their independence. "

The ruling. Bauer said. was a
“booster rocket” o the growing
movement toward adult foster care

“It didn't create the movement.”
Bauer said “But it put it into over-
drive.”

Plymouth Center. which at one
time housed as many as 1,200 adults
and children, saw its population
dwindle to zero over the next five
years. On June 15. 1984, it closed for
good

The ruling came in an atmosphere
of controversy. The 1978 state law
sparked 3 reaction as divisive, and
emotional. as that currestly swr-

i et

r

Just as Judge Joimer's ruling
threw opea the doors of Plymouth
Center, Livonia saw a short-lived
and unsuccessful recall movement
mounted against then-Mayor Ed-
ward McNamara and its seven city
council members for supporting a

group home in that neighboring city

“IT WAS a frightening time, but
very exciling (00, Saules recalled.
"1 think what got people's attention
was that the parents of retarded peo-
ple were finally coming out of the
woodwork.”

passions have cooled.
adult foster care still remains con-
troversial.

In Oakland County, Troy Police
recently arrested a group home resi-
dent who wandered, uninvited, into a
neighboring home and helped him-
self to a pot of coffee.

While that incident rekindled old
fears about the safety of adult foster
care [acilities, Saules said changes
wrought by the 1979 ruling have
been overwhelmingly positive.

“What you have to remember was
that was an isolated incident. what

doesn't make the news are the masy
cases where there's been 3 pasitive
relationship between the group bome
and neighbors,” she said “Our cli-
eats have shown they are much more
responsible than anyose thought
they could be.”

Ten years later, the Plymouth res-
wdent is still involved in the fight for
dignity for the mentally impaired.

“1 JUST became president of the
Plymoyth ARC again,” she said 1
guess it’s ironic. | was president at
the time of the ruling and during the
implementation period. Now. bere I
am again.”

Bauer is now executive director of
Michigan Protection and Advocacy
for Developmentally Disabled Ciu-
zens, Inc, a statewide advocacy
group.

Judge Joiner 1s still a member of
the federal bench for eastern Michi-
gan, though on “senior status.”

“You could describe it as semi-re-
tirement,” a court spokeswoman
said.

What of the people themselves,
those whose lives were changed by
the ruling?

Wayne Community Living Ser-
vices, the agency that eventually
supplanted the Plymouth Center. has
kept track of many formerly institu-

Buildings called eyesores .

Continued from Page 1

said. “When people come. they look
over the whole community "

A national existing structures
code, adopted by the city commis-
sion last spring. is the major weapon
in the arsenal against blight.

ITS PURPOSE — “to provide for
minimum safety standards and in-
crease or at least maintain property
values,” Penn said. “Nobody wants
to live next door to blight.”

Other than citing for the broken

v
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window and cutting the weeds when
they get too high and sending a bill
to the property owner, city officials
can't do anything about the former
Farmer Jack store, Penn said.

"*As an unoccupied building. I sup-
pose we could require them to board
it up, but then I think it would look
worse than it does now.” he said.

Ken Vogras, DPW director, said
his department has sprayed weed
killer in the parking lot and plans to
cut the taller weeds.

STANLEY DICKSON, JR., a
Grosse Pointe resident who owns the
property, said last week that he

wasn’'t aware of problems there.

Farmer Jack/A&P, which still
maintains a long-term lease on the
property, is responsible for mainte-
nance, Dickson said.

“The company will immediately
look at the situation to see if there is
a problem and, if there is a problem,
we'll take immediate-steps to reme-
dy it,” Farmer Jack/A&P spokes-
man Gilbert Borman said last
Wednesday.

Dickson said both he and the gro-
cery chain are working together to
find a new tenant for the store.

‘We've been close, but nothing has
been consummated,” Dickson said.

[ Men. if you're about to turn 18. it's
itime to register with Selective Service

at any U.S. Post Office.

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.

tionalized individuals.

Some 430 former Plymouoth Cen-
ter residents now live in WCLS-eu-

facilities. Of those, 114 now

live in western Wayne County.

They include

® Delcina Crawley, 36 Now ,
resident of a Gardea Cily foster
home, she recenlly completed her
education and 13 a light assembly
worker at Comprehensive Services
for the Developmentally Disabled,
Livonia.

® Leslie Huntsman, 20 Adopted
by loster parents nine years ago, she
attends Bryant School in Livonia

e Richard Morrow. 25 A Com-
prebensive Services employee and
22-yegr Plymouth Center resident,
Morrow now lives in a home in Dear-
born and hopes to eventually move

to a supported independence apart-
ment.

Their feelings may have been best
expressed by Mary Caruso. a Livonia
resident, transferred to an adult fos-
ter care facility several months be-
fore the 1979 ruling.

I have dignity, education, self-es-
teem and love,” Caruso said in a re-
cent WCLS newsletter. "‘What | have
acquired since leaving Plymouth
Center is most commonly known,
simply as, life.”
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the cement five feet from his office
door would be too busy to bother
with day-to-day little things

Not so with Gene Smith.

The Eastern Michigan University
athletic director is as likable a guy
as you'd ever want to meet. The Can-
ton resident greets people, be they
{riends or strangers, with a champi-
onship smile, his large brown eyes
looking dead into theirs.

EMU'’s athletic offices, open, airy
and alive with friendly people, re-
flect Smith’s personality.

One of just two black athletic di-
rectors at Division 1 s¢hools in the
country, Smith injects Eastern with
energy and enthusiasm he’s har-
bored since his days as an all-state
football and basketball player and
track man at Shanel High School
near Cleveland.

Given the obstacles he's had to
hurdle, that's saying something.

Times were tough in 1984, shortly
after Smith left a coaching job at his
alma mater, the University of Notre
Dame, to become EMU assistant
athletic director.

“We were almost being dropped
out of the conference,” he recalls.
“We (Eastern’s football team) were 0
and 27, with the longest losing streak
in the country.

“We were fortunate enough to be
able to come back and create enough
enthusiasm to bring our average at-
tendance up from 5.000 to 17.000
with an extensive marketing and
promotion plan,” said Smith, who-
wields a $3.5 million budget and
oversees 1B sports programs for men’
and women.

“We brought in the Dallas Cowboy
cheerleaders at half time — that
was exciting; a laser light show out
of New York; we had fireworks after
the game; and raffles at half time.
We gave away a donated 1984
Cougar. We did a lot of things to cre-
ate a family atmosphere.”

It worked. -

The Hurons were conference
champions in 1987 and went on to
win the California Bowl. Last year.
EMU finished second in the Mid-
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There’'s no keeping Eastern Michigan University athletic direc-

tor Eugene Smith down. Since

American Conference. Enrollment
has mushroomed to 26.000. "We're
busting out at the seams,” said
Smith.

“Our goal for our athletic pro-
grams is to have all our sports com-
pete in the top third of our confer-
ence,” he said. “We hope to do that
this fall, and position ourselves for
the 90's.” :

SMITH HOPES CANTON and
Plymouth-area residents get in on
the fun — on special days in particu-
lar.

“Plymouth-Northville Night” at
Rynearson Stadium is set for Sept. 9,
when the Hurons battle Youngstown
State.

“Canton Night” will be Oct. 14.
and “Belleville Night” Oct. 21.

“These are feeder areas for stu-
dents, and we have a large humber
of alumni in these communities. We
decided we needed to do a better job

taking the helm at EMU, he'’s

reaching out to them.” Smith said.

“We're hoping people will come
prior to the game and tailgate.

“Part of the revenue from ticket
sales are going to a scholarship fund
the Canton chamber will create for a
student from Canton.

“We realize there are a lot of MSU
and U-M fans in these areas; we're
not competing with that market. But
there might be people interested in
our family.”

Smith's convictions on family took
root at Notre Dame, where, with the
class of 1977, he was a linebacker
under Ara Parseghian and Dan De-
vine. The Fighting Irish clinched a
national championship Smith’s fresh-
man year.

As a 6-foot-2, 245-pound 17-year-

old, Smith was recruited by “more

than 100 schools, including UM,
Southern Cal and Ohio State.
“I fell in love with Bo the first

Monday. September 4, 1980 UGE

to boost EMU involvement

SHARON LeMIEUX/statf photographer

spurred a hapless football team to a conference championship

and ftripled attendance figures.

time I met him,” remembers Smith.
"It wasn’t the schools, it was the peo-
ple 1 pdid attention to. I ended up
narrowing it down to Notre Dame
because of Parseghian. He treated
you like a man. You had responsibili-
ty, and he held you accountable.”
“Notre Dame had a very small
campus and just 8,000 students,” he
said. "I realized I could get individu-
al attention in the classroom there.”
Smith stayed on at Notre Dame,
coaching kickers and defensive ends
under Devine from 1977 (another na-
tional championship year) through
1981 when he went to work for IBM.
Smith sold computers in the South
Bend area for two long years.
“I realized my heart wasn't in it,”
he said. “My heart was in athletics. I

put my name out, and before long I -

got a call from Pail Shoults, athletic
director at Eastern. Paul was my de-
fensive coordinator at ND when [
was playing.”

Smith became assistant athletic
director in 1983, and succeeded
Shoults when he retired in 1985.

“I'm pretty fortunate. I never as-
pired to be here,” said Smith, who
with his wife Paula has three daugh-
ters, all of whom attend Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools. 5
_ “Ilove it here,” said Smith. “Prob-
ably the biggest thril} is to see a
fresh person develop over three or
four years. They pretty much have it
together, but I talk to them about
what they’'re going to,do. And it’s
gratifying to see them win."

See them, he does.

It's no big deal for Smith and his
family to catch a swim meet, a
wrestling match, gymnastics meet
and two basketball games on a given
wm _— —

“It's time consuming, but it's fun.

Blacks who are interested bave to
have these skills. We realize we're
pioneers, and we have to set an ex-
ample,” said Smith, the son of an
electrical contractor and a retired
nurse.

Winning at all costs isn't the ob-
ject at Eastern, despite the trend at
other schools, said Smith.

“At a national level, things have
gotten out of proportion. We don't
expect to be national champions.
Our goal is to help students with
their personal development. We
work hard at making sure students
have a valuable experience, win or
lose. No. 1 is academics.”

What's ahead?

“We have to improve our facili-
ties. We have good coaches and pro-
grams. But a major goal of mine is
to go to 30,000 (on football Satur-
days), and improve our basketball
facility and practice areas.”

Beyond that, I don't do any long-
term planning.

*““There are good people here, and
we live in a good area. The kids love
it. S

“If something comes along, I'll
weigh it.” :

Huron fans can see their team in
action Saturday nights beginning
Sept. 2. For a schedule or ticket in-
formation, call 487-2282. :

e ks b

served seats $8 (a good deal com-

I think it's important for student ath- *pared to prices at that other stadium

. letes to see administration involved in Washtenaw County, eh?).

Library closed Sept. 2-10

By Keith Postler
staff writer

Plymouth's Dunning-Hough Lj;
brary is growing.

For the first time since 1974, when
carpeting was installed, the library
will be closed for renovations and.
reorganization of the Adult Division
area.

The library, 223 S. Main. will be
closed Saturday, Sept. 2, through

Sunday, Sept. 10.
Renovations will include‘he addi-

tion of eight seats for readers and

shelves for more reference books.
The library browsing and quiet study
areas also will be separated.

“As far as circulation. I think li-
brary users will find service a lot
quicker,” said Gerry Barlage, out-
reach librarian. “‘And as for the peo-
ple looking for materials. I think
they will be able to find things quick-
er now.

“We will also be able to provide
better in-house references services
when the renovations are finished.”

The biggest change users will no-
tice when the library réopens Sept.

11 is the addition of a separate refer-
ence desk staffed by librarians to an-
swer questions. The circulation area
will be enlarged for the inctease in
traffic, she said.

During the four:years since a ma-
jor addition was added, use of the
Plymouth Library has increased by
64 percent, and the book collection
has increased by 11,000 adult books.

The library is open 8:30 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday-Thursday, 9:30 am. to
5 p.m. Friday and Saturday 1-5 p.m.
Sunday.

94-year-old keeps busy

Continued from Page 1

head-on collision in Traverse City
several years ago, and son Robert
died at 58.

I think of them, but what can you
do? It hurt. But you can't bring them
back. Some people just grieve and
grieve. I just put up with it,” said
Burley.

“I'm glad I had children, but I felt
bad I couldn’t keep them. But that’s
the way of the world.

“] was born on a snowbank on a
farm in Oxford, Jan. 27, 1895, Bur-
ley said and laughed.

“] went to school until ninth grade.
I had algebra and I couldn’t work it.
So 1 quit school and worked at the
telephone office. They couldn’t stop
me. They never said anything.

“When 1 was 16, I changed my
name. It was Stechow. I changed it
to Stayhue so people would pro-
nounce it correctly.”

One weekend when Burley was 17,
she accompanied her cousin on the
inter-urban streetcar to visit Aunt
Lu In Flint.

“She had a boarding house in Flint
and cooked for roomers,” said Bur-

ley.
Burley’s husband-to-be, an assem-
bly worker at Buick, was among her

patrons.
“Jt was Sunday morning and Ches-

~ ter went there to eat and I was there.

“l saw him and my heart went

‘I’ve lived a clean life. If someone
offered me a glass of wine, I’d take it,
but that was it. I'm not a smoker, and
I’m not a drinker. I'm just here, alive, |

guess.’

— Grace Burley

loved kids. Some men don't care. But
he often said he’d have one every
year if he could afford them.”

Burley is convinced she knows the
recipe for a happy marriage.

“Just don’t have any more than
two children. You're going to have
your hands full.”

For years, Burley held a job while

raising children. She worked at Bu-
“ick (“they laid me off and I was
glad),” Kelsey-Hayes and at a Ford
facility in Northville “for 12 and
three quarters years. I packed
valves during the war. In Ypsilanti, 1
wired regulators.” .

Burley says she’s not exactly sure
what to say to people “who tell me I
don't look my. age. People can't un-
derstand it. They ask me what I take
and what I do. I can't tell them.

“T've lived a clean life. If someone
offered me a glass of wine, I'd take
it, but that was it. I'm not a smoker,
and I'm not a drinker. I'm just here,
alive, I guess.

] don't eat grease or fat. I guess
my blood must be all right. I eat ce-

stay and go to the show. ] and melon, All-Bran and toast. 1
g/ 'omueuwoumn'zw’"

‘T sent
back til morning

“lptmhinlwu 18. 1
mw it. 1 had too short a
life with Life is too short some-
times, but I've enjoyed it. I never
had a boyfriend; one was enough.”

“Wh.nﬂmnrrlldlnms.n
rented a house in Flint for
$30 for three months

"!c were |

don't drink coffee. I drink water. L
have a hunch It helps.” §

Burley says she has 'a man waft-
ing for me to hit 100. He says,
‘Grace, when we get to be 100, we'll
go dance on the streets of Plymouth.’
But that won't go."

Chester, a Cheboygan native, and
Grace Burley moved to the area in
1920. “We lived in the house that's

happily married. He now the Hillside Tan on a dirt road,”

said Burley. “I used to bake beans
and bread every Saturday night. We
had running spring water outdoors
that we'd drink. It was cold and deli-
cious.”

BURLEY JUST wants “to live like
1 am. I'm not looking for a man. I
can'’t be bothered fighting with one."

Burley isn’t big on church. “I be-
lieve in church, but I don’t go. A lot
of people don't live it afterward.”

An avid Tiger fan and PASS sub-
scriber, Burley rarely misses a ball
game.

“The Tigers are doing everything
upside down this year. I feel sorry
for Sparky. It wouldn't surprise me
if he gave it up. But he says he
won't,” says Burley.

“I'm not a reader, but I like Gen-
eral Hospital,” she adds. “I dom't
know how Felicla and Cole are mak-
ing out.”

How does Burley plan to keep
busy before she moves?

“I'm going out to dinner tonight,
and Friday I'm going out for fish to
the VFW,"” she says.

And there's her great-grandson’s
wedding to fook forward to in [llinois
later this month.

God forbid that Burley travels
there in a motor home. *1 one to

was still sore the day after
huuo.luld!’dmphnﬁg

motor home.”
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years ago attempted to
i the historic Plymouth Mills
and tear them down

parks.
When Watkins speaks of efforts to

~_ raze the Plymouth site, her eyes roll
. upward. It was appalling, she said,
galvanized

her into action. She

~ “] poke my nose into a lot of
places,” Watkins said, ‘because my
goal in life . . . is maintaining and
promoting Wayne County’s history,

- preserving it's heritage.”
-~ Donn Werling, director of the Hen-
- "ry Ford Estate and a connoisseur of

historical detail, sympathized with
Watkins effort and offered this idea.

‘Walking

The following sites are included on
the Rouge Valley Tour, one of three
self-guided motor tours included in
the new Ford Heritage Trails.

The tour begins at Fair Lane, the
Henry Ford Estate in Dearborn
where the family lived from 1915 to
1947. The home. is powered by a
hydroelectric plant that was a proto-
type for the village industry mills.’
The tour proceeds to the following
mill sites.

@ Nankin Mills - Built in 1863 in
what was then Pike’s Peak, the mill
was purchased by Ford in 1918 and
restored into a factory that produced
stencils for marking auto parts until
1948. It is now the administration of-
fices of the Wayne County Park Sys-

ship, awoke to a fiery disaster. Their
mill, a huge wooden structure that
for 85 years had dominated the cen-
ter of town, was engulfed in flames.

The mill, originally a gristmill and
later Matthews Distillery, was aban-
doned when it burned. The blackened
remains sat unattended another 17
years, until Henry Ford purchased
the site and coverted it into a facto-
ry, providing much needed jobs in
the area.

Phoenix became part of a bold ex-
periment by Ford, known as the vil-
lage industry plan. During the 1920s
and '30s, he purchased 18 former
mill sites along the Rouge, Huron
and Raisin rivers and converted
them into industrial plants.

Phoenix was particularly unique
because it employed women only,
oné of the nation’s first factories to
do so. A woman, called simply Mrs.
Sullivan, managed the plant,”permit-
ting the women two daily rest peri-
ods (compared to one for men) and
supervising maidens who produced
electrical parts, voltage regulators
and switches.

“Mr. Ford believed women had su-
perior hand dexterity and were par-
ticularly suited to small, electrical
assembly,” said John Stewart, a
Wayne County parks historian who
has been ferreting out such nuggets
of information for two years.

Ford also had other notions. Only
unmarried _females were hired be-
cause, he reportedly said, married
women had more important duties
than working.

the trail:

tem. Located on Hines Drive west of
Merriman in Westland.

® Ne Mill - Originally the
site of a cider mill, the mill’s damn
was constructed in 1934 by Ford, the
Wayne County Road Commission
and a federal New Deal program.
The following year, a factory began
producing twist drills. Donated to
Wayne County in 1948, it is at Hines
Drive and Newburgh Road in Livo-
nia.

® Plymouth Mills, Wilcox Yard -
Formerly the old Hardenberth Mill,
Ford purchased the [acility in 1920
and replaced the delapidated build-
ing with a new factory that for 25
years produced g ator cut-outs
and taps. Donated to Wayne County

PALMER WERNER

Swapping history about area mills are Palmer Werner of Red-
ford Township and Nancy Watkins of Plymouth at Newburgh
Mills in Livonia. Werner, a history buff who has toured about 200
mills, and Watkins, who works for Wayne County Parks, are

RALPH, A DISABLED World War '

11 veteran who lost a leg in Europe, -
was just learning to walk with
crutches when he slipped and fell on
the polished maple floor at Cherry
Hill, a village industry plant in Can-
ton that offered training and job
placement to disabled vets from
1944 to 1850.

Ralph’s colleagues, young men ra-
vaged by the war and suffering terri-
ble physical and mental disabilities
from the horrors of battle or torture
as former prisoners of war, gathered
around him.

Nobody moved as Ralph struggled

History

parks in 1948, it is at Hines Drive
and Wilcox Roads in Plymouth.

@ Phoenix Mills - Erected as a
gristmill in 1840 in the now extinct
village of Phoenix, the old wooden
structure burned to the ground in
1905. In 1922 Ford bought and re-
built the dam. In 1922 he opened a
factory that until 1948 produced
electrical parts, voltage regulators
and switches. Donated to Wayne

A 3

“County parks in 1948, it is on North-

ville Road, north of Five Mile Road,
Plymouth Township.

® Waterford - The site of Michi-
gan’s largest gristmill, Mead Mill,
the structure was destroyed in 1865
by fire. Purchased in 1920 by Ford,
he opened a factory in 1825 that until

to get up, a tense moment in time
that Frank Reaume, then 28, has
never forgotten.

“Talk about people working to-
gether, the encouragement we gave
him,” said Reaume, who from 1945
to 1947 was an assistant manager at
Cherry Hill, “an ideal spot" for
handicapped vets to readjust to civil-
ian life.

Many were reluctant to return
home because ‘“they weren't like
they were when they left” for war,
Reaume said, in his first public com-
ments about Cherry Hill.

ART EMANUELE/s1all photographer

among the many enthusiasts preserving Michigan’s rich history
of mills, a slice of Americana that until now has been virtually
overlooked. During the 1920s and '30s, Henry Ford converted 18
mill sites into village industries, providing work close to home.

Mike, for example, had “lost his

spirit and had a mental attitude’.

problem from prolonged torture as a
prisoner. Reaume unfairly assigned
him latrine duties two days running,
an unpopular chore shared by the 50
or so men who lived and trained at
Cherry Hill.

When Mike complained about the
additional duty, Reaume ‘“nearly
cried with joy. It was the first time
Mike objected to someone abusing
him."”

Ford checked in twice monlhl&,
sharing lavish breakfasts prepared

by Ford Motor Co. chef Burnell An-
derson who had been ordered to
spare no expense in “feeding the
beat up boys” and thereby nursing
them back to health.

Most, Reaume said, returned to
society, skilled tradesmen able to
care for themselves, their experi-
ence at Cherry Hill remaining virtu-
ally unchartered history until now.

“We were told never to speak to
the press. Mr. Ford did not want a
lot of people around listening to war
stories. recreating the war. He en-
couraged the boys to forget and get
well.”

lives in area’s backyard

1955 manufactured high precision
gauges. The building is now owned
by Adistra Corp. and is used as a
warehouse facility. Located on Mill
Road in Northville Township.

@ Northville Mill - Erected in
1827 as a mill employing crude
grinding stones of split boulders