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Self
enhancement

Women looking for ways to
build their self confidence have a
new opportunity, a modeling and
self enhancement class being
offered through the Plymouth
Parks and Recreation
Department.

The class starts Thursday, Feb.
22, and runs through March 12.
For more information, call the
department at 455-6620.

Tough issue :

The state legislature will be
wrestling with a tough issue if it
takes up a bill introduced by State
Rep. Gerald Law, R-Plymouth.

Law'’s bill would define
profcssional wrestling as an
entertainment event and not a
sporting event. Passage of the bill
would exempt wrestling from a
state law that prohibits fake or
sham contests. The penalty for
engaging in a fake contest is now
loss of license and a possible
$1,000 fine and possibly a one-year
jail term.

Law said the legislation would
make the law consistent with
reality.

We just wonder what Hulk
Hogan would say about all this.

Speaker

Dale Yagiela, executive director
of Growth Works, of Plymouth,
will give a presentation on teen
substance abuse and treatment at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28, at
Borders Book Shop in the Novi
Town Center. For more
information, call 347-0780.

Awards

The Plymouth-Canton
Education Association has been
awarded the E. Dale Kennedy
Award for outstanding public
relations programs by the
Michigan Education Association, a
teachers union.

Marguerite Vollrath and Anne
Massey accepted the award for the
Plymouth-Canton Education
Association.

The 2-A Coordinating Council
also received a E. Dale Kennedy
Award. Lix Van Westenburg
accepted the award.
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Your Observer
Carrler will be

stopping by this week 1o
collect for the month. Please
have the money ready and
be sure to get your receipl.
it's worth a $2.00 discount
on the next classified
advertisement you piace In

.

Tough scrapes

Betty Sonnega of Plymouth did what many of us did for several days last week, scrape ice. For more on the snowstorm, turn
to the story and photos on Page 3A.

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

No school: Kids, drivers told last

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

It was a bit late &hen parents, stu-
dents and school bus drivers got the
word that school had been called off
Friday.

Because of that, school adminis-
trators and police took it on the chin
and a skeleton crew at the school
board office was deluged with tele-
phone calls from parents.

Students waited at bus stops Fri-
day morning, some of them for 15 or
20 minutes, before they got the word
that  Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools were closed because of bad
weather.

There shouldn’t have been a prob-
lem, said Superintendent John Hoben
and Plymouth Police Chief Richard
Myers. The call to close the schools
was made to city police at 6:45 a.m.,
and entered in to the state police
teletype network, which notifies lo-
cal media of school closings.

“Normally if we get it in before

seven, we're guaranteed it’ll be on
(broadcast) by seven,” Hoben said.

MYERS CONFIRMED that the
call was made and entered at 8:45.
“If this message came in and the
media was late in adding it to the
list, well shame on them,” Myers
said.

“There’s no finger-pointing going
on,” the chief added. “They based
their decision on the basis that buses
had rolled and gotten into difficulty
on some of the roads.” The schools
were closed because of safety con-
cerns and “we completely supported
the decision.”

The 6:45 call was too late for bus
drivers, “who were out on the road
already starting to pick kids up,”
said a driver and transportation as-
sociation member who asked not to
be named.

“No one bothered to check the
roads. I left the yard at 6:41. It was
almost 7 when we were notified the
schools were closed.”

Students waited at bus stops Friday
morning, some of them for 15 or 20
minutes, before they got the word that
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
were closed because of bad weather.

THE DRIVER said the decision to
cancel classes wasn't made until “a
bus went out into the western part of
the district and could not maintain
the bus on the roads. She called and
said she would no longer try to at-
tempt it. It was terrible.

“At that point, Dale Goby went out
there,” the driver said. “Right after
that is when the schools were closed.
Whether it’'s a coincidence or not, I
don’t know. Kids were standing out
there. As icy and dangerous as the
roads were, parents were in an up-
roar. No one notified them school

was closed.”

According to Hoben, who was
drafting an explanatory memo to the
board of education Friday afternoon,
this is what happened:

Goby “drove the country roads
from 3 a.m. to 4 am. and reported
the roads passable and feit buses
could be sent out,” said Hoben.

“At 6:25, I received a second call
from (associate superintendent Ray)
Hoedel, who said two. buses were
stuck and conditions were worse

Please turn to Page 3
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Byrne
mulls
city’s
offer

$250,000 deficit
causing concern

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Is Randy Byrne thinking about
turning down the Plymouth city
manager job?

“I'm not going to speculate,” caid
Mayor Dennis Bila, adding, “I know
he has concerns.”

Asked if he was committed to tak-
ing the Plymouth job, Byrne said on
Friday, I guess at this time I'd pre-
fer not to make any comments.”

Bila said he hoped to present to
the city commission tonight a signed
contract between Byrne and the city.

The commission chose Byrne, 38,
Grand Blanc city manager since
1981, from a field of four finalists
for the job. That field included Wil-
liam Graham, city finance director
and acting city manager.

But Byrne expressed concern over
the city's financial woes last week,
while negotiating a contract with
Plymouth officials.

Byrne was presented with copies
of the city's recent audit report and
the budget, Bila said, while discuss-
ing the contract with Bila and Com-
missioner Ralph (Jack) Kenyon.

On Friday, the mayor said that
Byrne, “said he would call back at
least sometime this weekend,” after
looking at the contract and “at our
state of affairs.”

The city faces an estimated
$250,000 budget deficit, sparked
mainly by steep rises in trash dump-
ing rates levied by the dump used by _
the city, the Arbor Hills Landfill in -
Salem Township.

Some commissioners cited Byrne’s
enthusiasm for coming to Plymouth
in choosing him for the job.

While officials declined to discuss
specifics of the contract being set-
tled between Byrne and the city,
Kenyon said the proposed two-year
contract would pay Byrne “a little
more” than former city manager
Henry Graper.

Graper earned an annual $51,000
base salary.

Nancy Davis, editor of the Grand
Blanc News, said that when she
talked to Byrne last week, “He said
that he's real attached to Grand
Blanc and it would be hard to leave.”

Planning commission OKs school project

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Plymouth-Canton school officials
moved a step closer to getting their
administration building expansion
project, as the city planning com-
mission approved it last week.

At a planning meeting Wednesday
— as at earlier meetings — nearby
residents urged rejection of the plan.

The project, which still requires
city commission approval, calls for
rezoning some residential land to
add a parking lot and remove two
houses just west of Bake Realtors on
Ann Arbor Trail.

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer  °

If and when the I CARE Commit-
tee's donkey basketball game takes
place, the citizens group cap expect
some grief from the very people It
seeks to assist — Plymouth-Canton
students.

About 30 Canton and Salem High

Bul planning commissioners said
while they weren’t wild about some
parts of the plan, benefits
outweighed drawbacks.

“I can see a scenaric where the
school board does leave (Plymouth),”
said Planning Commissioner David
Pugh — if the commission rejected
the plan.

“The building will be an improve-
ment to the area,” sald Planning
Commissioner John Maloney,” add-
ing it's good for school district em-
ployees to stay in Plymouth.

Planning Commissioner Douglas
Miller, along with some other com-
missioners, said he'd prefer that

school officials scrap a driveway off
of Ann Arbor Trail. Still, “I'm sup-
portive of the plan,” he said.

“The activities of this group (plan-
ners) are determined by the master
(zoning) plan,” he said, but added
there is flexibility in that plan.

Michael Pollard, attorney for the
school district, said there were 13
places around town where parking is
adjacent to residential zoned land.

Some residents said they were dis-
appointed that school officials did
not scrap the Ann Arbor Trail drive-
way, as suggested by planning com-
missioners at a January meeting.

“The school board has not made
any compromise with the residents,”
said Craig Morrow of Ann Arbor
Trail.

Ted Johnson of Ann Arbor Trail,
warned against setting a precedent
for other commercial developers in-
terested in Ann Arbor Trail property
west of Harvey.

“I don’t see this plan as maintain-
ing the area,” he said.

“We're trying to {it in the neigh-
borhood,” said Dean Swartzwelter,
Plymouth-Canton school board pres-
ident. School officials agreed to
more landscaping around the project

Animal lovers bray
Student group calls donkey game ‘cruel,” plans

School students, and 20 residents,
plan to picket the game, said Salem
sophomore Laura Messina.

Messina belongs to a group called
Students Organized for Actiom, re-
cently established at Centennial
Eductional Park to address social
problems.

“Basically concerned citizsens of
the community planned to come out

and protest because they felt it was
cruel toward the donkeys,” Messina
said.

“Donkeys weren't meant to be rid-
den in a basketball game.”

THE GAME, a fund-raiser, was
MMMMM
day night at the Salem High School
gym, but was canceled becawse of

e

bad weather. )
The Michigan Humane Society had
asked I CARE to reconsider staging

the event, on the basis that donkey
basketball exploits animals in the
name of entertainment.

1 CARE is dedicated to education-

perimeters, to help screen it from
neighbors.

“1 don't like the idea of looking
onto a black top area,” said Elaine
Anderson, who lives just west of the
project.

Liz Johnson of Ann Arbor Trail
urged the city to perform a traffic
study. Approval, she said, “would be
a large mistake without further
studying the impact.”

The planning commission voted 7-
0 to approve, with commissioners
David Schaff and David Opple ab-
staining.

to picket

said I CARE's Jack Farrow. “The
problem is we need to get amother

date when the is

e a5 et i
Apri), and as late in April as we can
get 50 we can avold the saow.”

1 CARE is aware of SOFA's podl-
tion and Is trying 0 reach the

Pisase tum to Page &
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Caller threatens
woman'’s husband

Bowman speaks

State Treasurer Robert Bowman was on hand Friday in Plym-
outh to speak to the Plymouth Rotary Club. He told the crowd

that saving money will be one of the trends of the '90s as the of that new trend.

Baby Boom generation starts to age. He pointed to Gov. James
Blanchard’s college tuition guarantee program as an example

BILL BRESLER/stalt photographer

|

After getung calls from a man
claiming he was lrying lo phone a
dating service, a Plymouth Town-
ship woman called Plymouth Town-
ship Police

The woman, 40, and bher husband
got another call on Valentine's Day,
after getting about a half dozen since
Feb. 8, she said.

Once when the woman's husband
answered, the male caller said he
would kill him if he couldn't “speak
with the missus. " she told police

Police suggested that the woman
log calls and file a complaint with
Michigan Bell security

DEER KILLED: A 20-year-old
Livonia man was issued a deer kill
permit by police, after he discovered
a dead deer Wednesday at Napier
and North Territorial roads.

The deer had been shot in the
head, said police, who found a spent
shotgun shell at the scene. The inci-

clarification

An Observer story about student
redistricting in Plymouth-Canton

Community Schools should have said

that Beacon Meadows resident Lynn 0500

Broniak and other residents of the HOME DELIVERY SERVICE

subdivision favor the transfer of stu- Newsstand per copy, 50¢

dents to Bird from Farrand Elemen- Carrier monthly, $3.00
Man : yearly, $55.00

tary, primarily because Bird is clos-
er.

crime watch

dent occurred at about 1030 am
the police report said

PHONE THREAT: A 19-year-old
Canton man filed charges against his
girlfriend's father, after the 19-year-
old said the man told him “l am
going Lo blow your brains out.”

The 19-year-old was in Plymouth
Township when the threat was made,
he said

According to the report he filed
with township police, the man, 39,
also of Canton, 1s angry because he is
seeing his daughter
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- Students plan to picket donkey basketball game | mera

Continued from Page 1

group's faculty adviser, Farrow said.

“I've attempted to get a hold of
the faculty adviser for them, but no
one seems to be able to figure out
- who that is,” Farrow said. “We want
to invite them to show up early, ob-
serve the handling of the animals
and decide for themselves if there is
any abuse.

“I'm a little puzzled by all of this
beétduse the Buckeye Donkey Basket-
bal? Company of Westerville, Ohio,
has been doing this since 1934,” Far-
row said.

“It. would seem to me if there
were severe abuse of the animals,
this would have stopped or been
stopped by now.

“I find it hard to believe that se-
rious abuse can go on like that for 50
or 60 years. I find that utterly amaz-

ing.

*1 CAN see where there is the po-
tential for abuse, but-I can see also
where there need not be any,” he
said.

“The point of it all is you're not
trying to hurt the animals. It's not

much different than perhaps a
human being performing a comedy
act of one sort or another. Do we
have people picketing and saying
that comedians are being abused?

“I think this thing is being blown
incredibly out of proportion. I'd be
interested to know if any of the kids
from SOFA have ever seen a donkey
basketball game I don’t believe they
have.”

SOFA also objected to school ad-
ministrators playing donkey basket
ball.

PETITE

B Thursday, February 22
7 p.m., Petites
Livonia
New season...new
freedoms and options
for the woman who
is 54" and under.
See the changes
that make dressing
for spring and
summer easier and
more comfortable
To make your
reservation, please
call 5917636,

extension 268.
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& We welcome Jacobson's Charge and American Exprass’
Shop until ® pm. on Thursday and Friday. Until 8 pm. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday
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ditions stated in the applicable rate
card, copies of which are available

The Plymouth Observer reserves the
animal rights organizations, Messina right not 10 accept an advertiser's
said SOFA is ‘really involved in order. Observer & Eccentric ad-
cosmetic testing,” she said. takers have no authority to bind this

The group plans to send to cosmet- newspaper and only publication of

: So : an advertisemeni shall constitute fi-
ic companies petitions signed by nal acceplance of the advertiser's

“It's humiliating for a school to
have administrators riding donkeys.
They're respected people. bul we
didn't know how they'd look after
doing that,”” said Messina, vo-direc-

people who disapprove of the com- | j 4.,

tor of SOFA's animal rights group.
panies’ use of animals for testing.

Many SOFA members belong to
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) HARVARD SQUARE CENTER
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Ice wal clinging to everything, including berries in Plymouth.
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, Township building boom

photos by BILL BAESLER 51-11 phologiapher

Freeze

frame

Snow news

good news

for some

T WAS:a:bittate: fmtswinter

Canton. forcing schools to
close and motorists to spend plen-
ty of time with Ice scrapers in
hand

But for kids a two-day holiday
from school and several inches of
snow translates into a winter va-
cation with plenty of things to do.

However, for us adults it just
means ' shoveling. acy sidewalks
and above all else, scraping those
car windows

Kevin Felts chops ice from

the-sidewalk at his jewelry

Citizens panel proposed

to study airport purchase

By Diane Gale

staff writer

A citizens committee will be ap-
pointed to study the possible pur-
chase of Mettetal Airport by Canton
Township. if supervisor Tom Yack
gets his way

A board of trustees study session
wi]! be held sometime in March, and

Yack will recommend the commit-
tee be established, he said.

Tom Klochko

YACK AND other township offi-
cials have met with aeronautics
spokesmen pushing for Canton to
take ownership of the airport. listed
on the states endangered airport
list

It's Information gathering time,"
said clerk Loren Bennett "I haven't
formed an opinion yet and | don't
think anyone has "

The Mettetal family owned the
airport from 1939 until December
1987. Today the airport is owned by
the Klochko family under the name
of Desert Sand, Inc

Tom Kloehko. Desert Sand vice-
president. said every effort is being
made to keep the 644 acre land an
airport There are 110 hangars with
room for expansion

"But economics may dictate doing
something other than an airport with
the property," Klochko said.

The biggest hope in keeping it an
airport hes in federal and state
grants that would be available to the
township if it decides to take owner-
ship

THE GRANTS would pay between
90-95 percent of the land purchase.
according to Bob Addy, Michigan

Department of Transportation 11~
reau of transportation

Klochko declined to identify tae
property value He did say. howerer,
that it is worth more than $3 millbn.

Offers have come in from devebp-
ers interested m building the lid
for something other than an airpal

‘The numbers weren't good." said
Klochko. a pilot and flight Inst,e-
tor

‘Our first goal is to try and keep it
an airport’

Mettetal. In Canton on Lilley and
Joy roads on the hmits of Plymath.
ts often referred to as P]lymo,th's

Mettetal Airport in state and other
documents

Mettetal is a general aviation air-
port meaning that it deals with per-
sonal and business air travel, traffic
reporting and emergency recue
flights. usually not seen at Detroit
Metropolitan Airport or other major
airports

Area pilots are concerned that the
airport will Mose to make wa, for
another development.

Escalating expenses pushed the

Klochkos into deciding to sell inore
than a year ago, K]lJochko Mid

Stolen rare bird needs care

ly Todd lohnel-

Maff writor

Where": Sam Spade when you need
him?

The fictional detective:-might have
=ne ideas on eher, to look for a
rare bird dolen from a Witland pit
store during a bruk-In Ir!, Friday

Untlk' the 1egendary, 1ee1-
«tifted Malt- Falcon statue

thoulb, th bird 11 811'. and H.
owner hars it could de from lin

Pre,er carl Orn*God
"At thte pol li'd j* Uke to
hal himback, ativeaadkeelubm

questions asked." Mid Pat Stocker,
owner of Sea Port Pet Shop "1'm re-
ally worried that he won't survive.”

Stocker uid the 7-week-old Afri-
can Gray Parrot must be fed a spi-
cial formula brhand, with a,yriali.
The bird won't eat otherwl,e, she
1d

Expoiure to cold, damp winter
weather could al,o harm the frqgile
bird, Stocker sald

™ parrot, val- at 01,100. --R
-only thing Kole in the br-k-*
at the store, 2020 N Wayne Roid.
police Mid

POLICE WERE called to the
store at 2:13 a m Friday by a
pailerby who reported uie front
door open

Of lleen reported a 28-inch base-
ball bat, appirently uled to break
the lI= in the fr- door, wa. lying
onthe -refloor andaop. bit
cqi w. Bearby.

Stocker IM the blol an ....1
br- and rare beca- not m..
aribrid in captivity

It - M eray O4 ..n
with a 14hter -d and b.O# no
parrot: tall I a brilliant r.1 1.

expected to continue

stam -1-

Al,O filed with the building de
partment were 202 permits for addi

tions or con.er.ions 01 .ingle famil>

Bidding in Plymouth Toesn<hip houha

eest* 45 percent in 1989
Ve 4 had such a tremendou,

yead: said Chdrles Mcilharge>
chid township building offic ial

yd with 135 building permit,
grmted in Januar, this year - corn-
paled to 145 in January 1989
Mdlharge> predict another boom
>e,r for township building

THE BIl ILDIM, department

earned §757 801 from building and
related fees in 1909 the report sald
The fees generally pay for opera
ting the building department town
ship Supervuor Maurice Breen said

While the townihip gains tai mon
ev from ne« home or busines, own

don not load up the Ber, A., r®901/09
n,ent, 11 cof,tribita a loud tal
dollar to the community Bree.
..id

It keeps the tai rate flat

. stead>p

MAU AE# homes bullt m the
township art wlling In th, 120.0UU.
$400 000 range Mellharge, said

Me ve been able to get the cream
uf the crop he satd

Abu Mdlhargey s department

unt, rec-or€led tio or three at the

lut possiblm In 1991 thal nurnber eh Breen said the extra money must building (-fvnplaints last vear.

of permits could drop he said. as de-
& dopment puthes west toward Na-
per Road, the township s limit with
S,lem Township

Roughb 85 percent 01 the town
stlp ts developed
— =I1tTt._
n*thwest corner of the township Is
sutracted

ACCOR[}r«, TO a building re-
pat presented to township trustees
18 permits for traditional single-
1 am ily houses were approved last
=er

There were 27 permits issued for
:rdustrial proJects. four for commer-
tai and three for office. the report
vid A total 821 permits were filed
a 1989. to cover various phases of
onstruction related to houses or
Uisinesses

Mcllhargey predicted the number
d building permits filed in Plym.
iuth Township should continue to
ise this year. as housing starts are
ip nationwide

actually 90 per-
A2 thh =

maint> pays for increawd police and

from nes homeow- ers over leaks oK

other government services sparked other con,truction problems. he -sald-

by increased development
Our idea was that tf we get a
good mix of industrial development

\}Ple,reseg:r(ih—huqh tech }ype which

c—TCicor

(Yur inspection procedl.res are 6
rigorous he said
Building officials inspect hou,es

beveral times during construcUon
i thh =

New homeowners hit decks

New houses in Plymouth Town-
ship just aren-t shipshape unles6é
builders include a deck or two in the
design

Ninety percent of all new home
buyers are planning on decks. said
Adriano Pactocco. president of Multi
Building Co Inc of Plymouth

The firm has built houses in the
Beacon Meadows and Quall Run sub-

divisions in the township

ACCORDING TO a 1989 building
report prepared by the tovnship
building department. 163 permits
were granted for single-family hous
es - and 129 permits for decks

For houses In the $250.000 and
more range decks can be as large as

750 to ! 000 square feet. Pactorn,
bald-.

They re mainly using cedar
wood a lot of gazebos planter box-
es a lot of benches, he said

New house buyers seek other fan-
c->- design features in their deck. 'to
give it some pizzan." Paclocco said

Cost can range from $8 to $15 a

square foot. he said

We generally try to split th€
decks up i when a house has two),"
with one used for sunbathing and one

used in the evening. Paciocco said

Schools closed; kids told last

Continued from Page 1

than reported My message to
Hoedel was to close the schools If
we were going to err. we should err
on the side of safety

At 645. the fan-out (phone calling
systemi was initiated by Dr Homes.
At 7am.Mr Hoedel called saying
the messages had not been received.
At 715. the first notices were an-
nounced on the media. School buses

returned at 7 30 a.m

RUMOR HAD IT that classes
were canceled because teachers
weren t showing up. But Tom

Cotner. head of the teachers union.

said he arrived at school early 'and
didn't notice very many people miss-
ing They were pretty much all there
by the time school was closed They
were still there when | left at 9 30 or
so

‘Some may have not made it in
because of the weather, but there
certainly was no organized effort to
keep teachers away '

Plymouth's Diane Stamp has three
school-aged children.

My son was at his bus stop from 7
until 7:15 Hoben finally went by and
told him school was closed. That
boggles the mind. doesn't it? Esp-
clally when all the others knew at

5 45 a m Why was ours still open’
| wasn t called until 7 18.- Stamp
said

Said Hoben "It's a tough decision
It s a tough call when you're weigh-
Ing the cost of a day. salaries and a
day of instruction against safety
Safety needs to win out If it iS possi-
ble to have school, that's what we're
in the business of doing "

Diane Daskalakis, spokeswoman
for Citizens for Better Education.
said the organization is filing a for-
mal complaint-

We dropped a letter off that asks
many questions. | just can't under-
stand why they let this thing go by.

CLEARANCE

MANY GREAT REDUCTIONS ON

FURS AND THERE'S NO BETTER

TIME TO SAVE THAN NOW/!

Choose from jackets. coats
and strollers.In a variety
of furs such as mink, fox.
beavet, or raccoon. Don't
miss this unique opportunity
to purchase the fur of your
choice. Come in now lor thi

best selection' Fur Solons

in livonia Ind Birm,nghim.
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