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Township
straddles

the fence

Neighbors try

Dog is 'best
friend'; saves
teen from fire

to avoid barrier

for Miller Woods

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Some neighbors of Miller Woods in
Plymouth Township have agreed to
delay action to seek a fence around
the 10-acre site.

The controversy over a proposed
fence for the woods, owned by the
Plymouth-Carlton Community
Schools, has pitted two groups of
neighbors against one another.

At a meeting Monday with town-
ship Municipal Services Director
James Anulewicz, both sides agreed
to "work to eliminate some of the

problems out there and negate the
need for a fence," Anulewicz said.

Both sides plan to review the situ-
ation in 90 days, before a final dect-
sion ts made on a possible fence for
the site, off Powell Road east of
Beck.

The Friends of Miller Woods,
joined by the Colonial Kiwanis Club
of Plymouth, wants to enclose the
area with a $16,000 ehain link fence

covered in green vinyl, to prevent
off-road vehicles from entering.

Plant specimens have been ruined
by youths on niotor bikes and by peo-
pie who have dumped appliances and
garbage in the woods, say members
of the friends group.

But another group of Miller Woods
neighbors, the Ridegewood Hills sub-
division homeowners association,

says the fence is not needed, as their
member·s have noticed no off-road
vehicles in the area

"None of our people have ob-
served that - We've asked them,"

said Rudy Blancke, president of the
homeowners association.

"Aesthetically, it would be bad It
would be a deterrent to an other oth-

erwise open area," said Blaneke,
who said he's seen deer in the woods.

Friends of Miller Woods was

scheduled Wednesday to ask the
planning commissjon for approval to
put up the fence, on the wooded area
But at the meeting Monday, both
sides agreed that the motion before
the planning commission would be
delayed for 90 days, Anulewicz said

We agreed to give them a
chance,'' said Evelyn Edgar, of the
friends group She said township offi-
cials agreed to draw up an ordinance
that would give them a way to tick-

et someone that is doing something
wrong m there "

If that doesn't work, the Kiwanis
Club - which plans to pay for the
fence - can return to the planning
commission to Beek approval

The woods need to be protected,
and fencing is the only way I see to
do that," said Bob Evans, a Kiwanis
Club member, before school trustees

in April
We don't want to restrict access,

but knowing all the development
taking place all over, there will be
kids who could damage this with
wheeled vehicles," added Harold

Fincher. another Kiwants Club mem

ber
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By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Good dog, Bo'
Collin Wood, 17, survived a fire

that destroyed her family's Plym-
outh Township condominium Satur-
day morning

And both Collin and township
Fire Chief Larry Groth say Bo, a
16-month-old shelty, probably
helped her escape injury

" If it hadn't been for that dog, I
don't know what would have hap-
pened," she said.

Wood, a senior at Plymouth-Can-
ton High School next fall, added,
I'm almost positive he did save

my life."
Was Bo a hero'

In my opinion he was." Groth
said "She's very fortunate to be
alive today "

At about 10.30 a.m. Saturday,
Wood awoke to the sound of the dog
barking.

I guess it was because the
smoke was coming under the door
he woke me up," she said.

The smoke was caused by a
kitchen fire, started after a coffee
pot was left on in the kltchen of the
Wood family condommium. on Ann
Arbor Road just west of Sheldon
The rest of the family had gone out
for breakfast

It burned through the counter
into the counter top," Groth said.

After waking, Collin said she no-
ticed Bo was shivering, and picked
him up to comfort him

'I kept hearing the house creak,
I thought that people were in the
house But it was probably the fire
that was creaking," she said

Soon, "I opened the door - It
was just filled with black smoke,"
she said. The smoke kept her from
escaping

'I went to the window and

'If it hadn't beeo for

that dog, I donl know
what would have

happened.'
- Comn Woptl

screamed out," blie continued.
First to arrive on the scene was

a Plymouth township policeman.
who couidn't rea< h the second sto-

ry bedroom because of the fire and
smoke, Groth said.

But soon after, firefighters ar-
rived on the scene

'They came and put a ladder up
and I handed them the dog," Collin
said, before coming down the lad-
der herself

One firefighter was overcome by
smoke, and trrafed at McCauley
Urgent Care ard released. "Her
(Wood's) face had the black soot on
it." Groth said. but she didnt re-
quire medical attention.

Five trucks and 14 firefighters
responded to the call, and returned
lo the station at 2 p m. Groth said
the fire caused a ;30,000 property
loss, and another $30,000 loss m the
family's personal possessions.

There was also $10,000 in dam-
age to a condo unit to the west,
damaged by the fire, Groth said.

That's not the first time m the

township a dog has saved a farm-
ly/' the chief said, by barking to
alert them of a fire

On Tuesday, Collin hugged the
dog in the family's room at the
Plymouth Raddison Hotel, as her
mother Jean made phone calls m
search of a har to rent.

Collin stresspd that firefighters
were helpful, and said that in addi-
tion to being active in porn-pon and
student Councit this fall, "I also
want to talk to ctudents about fire

safety "

The barking of Collin Wood's
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Tracked down
Jaion Digin and his dad Robert pose noar the family cir,
one of thi first rocoverld In the stati thanks to a commer-

cially Bold radio tran,mitter that allows police to trick •
stolen car equipped with thi divt•.

out injury Saturday.

City optf
to cover
By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The trash bag-tag program touted
by the oty of Plymouth'9 adminis-
tration has won initial approval
from city commissioners.

On Monday, commissioners direct-
ed city officials to draw up an ordi-
nance to set out how the program
will be implemented in Plymouth,
sometime in September or October

The resolution directs the city
manager and city attorney to contln-
ue taking steps to implement the
bag-lag program for residential and
small commercial users," said City
Manager Gordon Jaeger

The program was touted by the
city administration as a way to deal
with rising costs charged by the Ar-
bor Hills [,andfill in Salem Town-

dog Bo alerted her to a fire,

for bag-
rising tra

'The resolution directs

the city manager and
city attorney to
continue taking steps
to implement the bag-
tag program for
residential and small

commercial users.'

- Gordon Jaeger
ctly manager

ship, where the city dumpe residents'
trash

In the program, resident.8 would
be charged an estimated 01 per tag
or bag accepled by city crews The
tags or bag, will have the city seal

which she narrowly escaped with-

- tag plan
sh costs

and be sold by the city and possibly
by specified outlets, said Paul Sin-
cock, assistant city manager

City officials will seek to educate
residents on the program through fli-
ers and by talking about the pro-
gram with community groups, Sin-
cock said

"The administration will continue

to consider options for the major
commercial (trash) program that
would meet the needs of business

and continue to provide a clean com-
munity," Jaeger said

The resolution passed by commls-
sic,nen cites "the escataling colts of
the collection and disposal of waste,
the inability of the city to continue to
levy the full costs to property own-
ers, and the desire of the city to im-
prove its city-wide recycling pro-
gram "
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