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These canceled checks were among 300,000 that were being transported by pilot Daniel Starr. Some were scattered in a field near
the crash site.

Crash shouldn’t affect alrport sale

By Diane Gale
staff writer

A mid-air accident that killed

three pilots Monday shakes up an al-
ready controversial issue about
whether Canton should buy Mettetal
Alrport.

However, township officials said
safety hasn’t been a big concern and
the question centers around how
much township money will be used
to buy and maintain the airport.

“SAFETY HASN'T been an issue
and it still isn’t,” said Dan Cala-
brese, Canton administration assist-
ant and chairman of a committee
studying the possibility of Canton
buying the airport.

“It’s beyond dispute that crashes
are rare,” Calabrese said.

A recommendation from the study
committee to the board of trustees is
due Aug. 1.

The accident occurred Monday
above a field southwest of Beck
Road and M-14. Charles Nix was tak-
ing advanced flight instructions
from Robert Gunn. He was flying a
single engine Cherokee owned by a
club that operates out of Mettetal,
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‘Safety hasn’t been an issue and it still
isn’t. It’s beyond dispute that crashes

are rare.’

— Dan Calabrese

according to Lou Maitland, aircraft
owner, mechanic and pilot. Daniel
Starr, 34, was flying alone in a twin-
engine Piper Aerostar.

Between 150 and 200 planes fly in
and out of Mettetal daily accounting
for about 51,500 flights annually, ac-
cording to Ashley Heimbaugh, who
along with his wife, Susan,owns the
general operations of the airport.
About one-third of the flights are in-
structional, he said.

PILOTS FLYING out of Mettetal
don’t use a control tower where
someone directs pilots. “It’s all done
by the pilots,” said Larry Butske, a
former Mettetal employee.

The Cherokee was “climbing out
at about 90 mph,” Butske said. And
the Piper can “top-off” at 230 or so.

The Piper likely was traveling so
much faster than the Cherokee that
“maybe there was a bug splotch on
the window and he didn’t notice the
plane.”

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack said
the accident “would not undaly color
my opinion on” whether the town-
ship buys the airport that opened in
1989,

The accident, however, ‘‘under-
lines community concerns” about
potential hazards caused by the air-

port.

‘“The reality of the situation is that
people die on expressways each and
every day. It's a fact of life. When
people are involved with transporta-
tion there are deaths.”

The chances of a plane crashing
into people are miniscule, according

to Larry McCartney, Federal Avia-
tion Administration operations su-

pervisor.

“It's probably a lot safer than
standing on the side of the road with
automobiles going by,” said McCart-

ney.

IN FACT, for every 100,000 hours
of pilots flying there were .077 acci-
dents involving planes hitting build-
ings or residences, according to the
Aircrafts Owners and Pllots Associa-
tion.

The FAA invuﬁgaﬂon of the
Plymouth Township crash is expect-
ed to take at least six months.

“I don’t know if anyone knows why
it (accidents) happens,” McCartney
said.

The FAA doesn’t keep figures on
where planes, involved in accidents,
are coming and going.

However, pilots at Mettetal said
the most recent fatality involving
the airport was in 1967. The pilot
was killed during take-off on the air-
port field.

Heimbaugh, Mettetal manager,
said he doesn't believe Mettetal Air-

Please turn to Page 2

Retired area man loved to fly

and got to know him well. Before retiring, the 65-year-
old Livonia resident owned an auto repair business at

By Marie Chestney
staff writer

Robert Gunn was as well known to local car owners
seeking an honest, competent repairman as he was to

fellow pilots and other lovers of flying.

Besides his family, the retired Livonia and Redford
Township businessman who died in an air crash Monday
had two loves In his life — auto repair and flying.

“All he talked about was those two,” said Nancy
Soper, manager of King Bros, Collision Inc., 27115 West

Seven Mile, Redford Township.

Seven Mile and Poinciana in Redford.
“He was an outgoing, friendly person, always laugh-
ing. Our phones rang here all day long Monday, because

people knew we knew Bob. He was one of the most hon-

er aircraft.

est men in the business."”

GUNN WAS the instructor on a flight from Canton
Township’s Mettetal Airport Monday when his single-
engine Piper Cherokee apparently was struck by anoth-

For years Soper worked across the street from Gunn

Witness: crash like
seeing a war movie

Witnesses of the mid-air plane
erash Monday gave these accounts
of what they saw:

® Brian Smith, owner of Elite
Carpentry was working in a subdivi-
sion on Powell and Beck in Hunter’s
Creek subdivision three quarters of a
mile south of the accident, said: “My
laborer said to look at the plane, be-
cnmaltwumllowmdltwn
coming over the job site.

ﬁmphmwumllowmdlt
was wobbling around and it looked
like he didn't have real good control
of the aircraft.

“We went back to work. A couple
of seconds later we heard a

crash. 1 saw the when they
were falling to ground. There
Pleasd turn to Page 4
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Officials probe
deadly mid-air
2-plane crash

(] More pictures, 3A

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The M-14 freeway is a more likely
place to die.

That's because every day at 60-70
mph, drivers pass and switch lanes
just yards from-one another between
Beck and Ridge roads.

But Monday, just a few hundred
yards south of M-14, the only two
aircraft on the horizon collided in
the sky, killing three men.

“Big sky — little airplanes,” said
National Transportation Safety
Board investigator Gene Doub.

The victims were Daniel Starr, 34,
of Cedar Springs; Robert Gunn, 65,
of Livonia; and Charles Nix, 55, of
Detroit.

THE COLLISION occurred at 9:35
a.m. just south of M-14 and west of
Beck. While the main wreckage of
each airplane was separated by sev-

eral hundred yards, debris from the
crash was scattered over a two-mile
area from Hilltop Golf Course at
Powell and Beck roads to Gotfred-
son Road in Salem Township, said
Plymouth Township Officer David
Hayes.

Deputy Chief Chip Snider said no
one on the ground was injured from
falling debris.

Officials investigating the crash
declined to speculate on the altitude
of the two aircraft when the collision

occurred. Ashley Heimbaugh, Mette--

tal Airport opérations manager, said

. Gunn and Nix weren't flying “at a

set altitude. It could have been any-
where from 1,000 to 3,000 feet.”

Hayes said township police spoke
to several witnesses who saw at
least one aircraft trailing smoke af-
ter the collision. Neither aircraft
was on fire when township police ar-
rived about three minutes after the
crash, Snider said.

Please turn to Page 2

Todd Miller was awakened Monday morning by the sound of
cargo from a crashing plane plunging through his roof. The
damaged area, covered with a light-colored patch, is visible in

the upper right hand corner.

Bag from plane
falls through roof

By M.B. Dilion
staff writer

Todd Miller, 21, was sleeping in
hhupuatnhdmom-boruyafwo
am. Monday when “I heard some-
thing hit the roof. It was so loud it
woke me up and shook the whole
house.

“l could hear something moving
on the roof. I could hear something
shifting. My first reaction was to get
out of the house.”

Miller, who had just flown home
the night before from Florida,
thought a plane might have crashed

Mid-air collision reported at 9:35 am
o over Piymomh Townshup, west! of

into the house off North Territorial
Road, he said.

“] wasn't sure what hit. Cars were
rushing by.

“] threw some clothes on and ran
outside. I saw a hole in the roof in
the back of the house. It was big
enough that I could stand through it.
You could easily push a basketball

through it."

MILLER THEN saw the remains

of a twin-engine Piper Aerostar
plane that had nosedived moments

Please turn to Page 4
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Mid-air collision over
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“It (accidents) can happen and we
were all aware that it could,” she
said. “That doesn't make my deci-
sion for me. I don’'t want our tax
toan

Ypslla

LARRY MCCARTNEY, a Federal
Aviation Administration operations
supervisor in Detroit, declined to
speculate on why the crash could
have occurred at a time when condi-
tions were clear.

“I don't know of a good reason to
give for that ” he said.

By the FAA's preliminary investi-

' gation into the crash, McCartney

said, “We think the Aerostar left De-
troit City (Airport) at approximately
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30 (am) The Cherckee left at
about the same time,” he said, from
Mettetal Airport in Canton.

He described the twin engine
Piper Aerostar, piloted by Starr, as
“twice as fast” as the Piper Chero-
kee.

DOUB SAID the remains of the
two aircraft were to be moved to a
hangar at Mettetal Airpert by late
Tuesday to be examined as evidence.

To help determine how the planes
collided, “We're looking at the men,
the machines and the environment,”
he said.

“We'll look at the sun angles when
the crash occurred, paint scrapes,
we'll look at the dimensions of the
pilot in the actual cockpit,” Doub
coritinued.

He said the aircraft will be reas-
sembled in the hangar and posi-
tioned as they were upon impact, to
aid the investigation.

— M.B. Dillon contributed to this
report.

Vorva calls crash °

Plymouth city commissioner and realtor Jerry Vorva
was dropping off some papers at the Perlongo farm-
house on North Territorial when he saw the planes go
down.

“I hate to use the word spectacular, but that's what it
was,” said Vorva.

Vorva was leaving the house when his attention was

much of it, Vorva looked back down,
“thud. There was a loud, blunt, crunchy
might have thought there was a car acci-

The single engine plane “fell in three main parts” a
couple hundred yards from where Vorva was standing.
“Small pleces were falling around us, too. The debris
that fell into the bushes turned out to be bodies.”

VORVA, A former police officer, told Edie Perlongo
to call 9-1-1 and saw the second plane struggling to stay
aloft. The twin-engine plane banked to the right and the

one of the worst’ |

nose Came up. N
“I thought, ‘This plane is going to pull out of this,™ ;
said Vorva. The pilot did a “traditional barrel roll” be-
lonnmodlvm‘inwm‘roandnho.lm.conau.
ter the first plane crashed. I thought it hit the free-
ay,” he sald. >
'&mmmmummmmgms
engine plane turned out to be more mmm can- ¢
celed checks; a “big white stream of them,” said Vorva,
adding that he can't imagine how the pilots couldn't
seen each other. .
m;;llce said some checks were scattered as far as Apn
Arbor Road east of Sheldon.
rVorunnwtbecnlhdutom“hmu.'
help. “But I knew no one would be nllv:f, it was all over
except for the screaming and hollering. .
Vorva then went to the site of the second plane, which
was “virtually disintegrated, except for the heaviest
parts. I could see the wheel assembly, and I knew that |
was where the pilot would be. There was just a pile of
flesh. i
“P've seen some nasty car and train accidents, but this

was one of the worst things I've ever seen.”
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and money machine cards.

Call today.

Plymouth * 500 S.

Don't miss cut on the benefits you deserve.

Community Federal
Credit Union

You deserve our interest.

Canton ¢ 44570 Ford Road 455-0400

Accounts federally insured to $100,000 by the NCUA

One of the greatest benefits of living or working fied
in the Plymouth/Canton community is your
eligibility to join Community Federal Credit Union.
At Community Federal, you can take advantage of
interest-bearing checking accounts, low interest
loans, a wide range of savings programs - even Visa
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Visit our new store in Ypsilanti

ntl-—3815 Carpenter Road next to Meijer
Canton—Next to Meijer on Ford Road at Canton Center

Catch the biggest savings
on new Fall Levi's” now!

Our entire stock on sale!

(GUYS’]
SOIQ 16.99 Reg. 23 99

Levi’s® Unwashed Jeans.
505's® and 517's® Sizes 29-42

Sﬂ'e 18.99 cisewnere sa1

Levi’s® Prewashed Denims.
505's® and 517's® Sizes 29-42

' SOIG 25.99Elsewhere$37

Levi's® Instant Old Jeans.
550's® and 505's® Sizes 29-38.

‘ Sﬂle 2799 Elsewhere $40

Levi's® Electric Wash Denims.
512's® and 550's® in blue and black
Sizes 29-38

SU'B 27.99 eisewpere $40

Levi's® Whitewashed Jeans.
550's® and 505's® in blue, black and
gray. Sizes 29-38.

Sale 12.99 ke, 517

Levi’s® Solid Knit Polos.
meredible Fall colors! Sizes S-XL

SO'& 22 .99_Elsmhm $29

Levi's® New Age Bleached 505's®
Sizes 27-30.

Sale 25.99 csewners 135
Levi's®

Whitewashed
In blue, black and gray. Sizes 27-30.

, ®

505’s”

Hurry for best selection!
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GALINA

July 26-28, Bridal Salon, Livonia
A collection of sophisticated, romantic

gowns for the bride who wants
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something very new and exciting.
You will appreciate the workmanship
in these exquisite designs, made in

the finest silks, laces and satins.
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Discover the many romantic options

Galina has for you this fall
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Halker/ Buzenberg
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*PLYMOUTH « 4591 30
Mon ., Thurs., Fri, 10-9 « Tues., Wed.. Sat. 10.¢

////r’

Y1) NORTH MAIN STREET

RIDAY

ONLY!

-

féridrarsananiibibin.

ARSI AN S s I 4 4 T Tda e

Plym
Starr.




1*0.4 4 * 10® 04*

A Onlookers line

Iail

N road near site

||
aHE MID-AIR collision clues as to the ct ash under
of two small airplanes clear skies.
O over vwesterm _ As local police and Wayne
~ Plymouth Township on  County Sherriff's Department
ch Monday killed three men deputies sealed off the area,
. onlookers lined North - - —
Daniel Starr, 34, of Cedar I e=rritaorial FRoad &=arhd _trr affrfrc
01 Springs; Charles Nix, 45, of slowed to around 25 mph along
Detroit; and Robert Gunn, 65, M-14

111 1 of Livonia were killed in the

9:35 a.m. collision just south of
M-14 and west of Beck Road

By noon Monday, police
closed North Territorial to
through traffic between Beck
and Ridge roads, to keep - -
Bylae Twesday, wedkase . oM lookers frorm jarmrrmiing the -+

Of each airplane was to be area. The road was opened by
transported to a Mettetal . .
mid-morning Tuesday.

Airport hangar, where a

National Transportation Safety The investigation_ is expected i/ ameaa -
Board officials planned to to be completed F“d_aY- a
reassemble each plane for NTSB spokesman said = AffiwiBtrf/:'11
Residents of thi crash ar# Itand noar a wing of the single- engine pline flown by Charles Nix GUY WAAAENIStaf phologriin-
A "92t™"N like starhdirnmng
skyscrapers and
. Pm j r striking them it strikn C

you. It"™* one in a

million.’
-Ashley Heunbaugh
Mettetal Airport
GUY WARREN/*t- pholographe,
Ashley Heimbaugh, Mettetal Airport operations chief, gesturie

toward the field where the aircraft flown by pilot Charles Nix

came to rest.
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Plymouth Township firefighters scan the area near the wreckage of the plane flown by Daniel

Starr.
COMFORT
CASUALS
The shoes fo know
are Wolff Traps
by Van EIi'
These
canceled lightweight
checks were
among 300,000 llexible with
that wer-
being shock absorbing
traniported by
pilot Daniel Wooved rubber
Starr. Some
wire *catterid soles. solt
in a field near
the crash site. leathers Slzes
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Above Nubuc

kiltie fringe

Black brown combo
Below Two eyelet
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Nubuc leathet
Brown lan
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