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Officials probe

deadly mid-air

2-plane crash

ART EMANUELE'*taff photogripli=

These canceled checks were among 300,000 that were being transported by pilot Daniel Starr. Some were •cattered in a field near
the crash site.

Crash shouldn't affect airport sale

O More pictureOA
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The M-14 freeway ts a more likely
place to die.

That'* became every day at 60-70
mph, driven p- and switch lane,
just yards from.,ooe another between
Beck and Ridge roads.

But Monday, just a few hundred
yards Iouth of M-14, the only two
aircraft on the horizon collided in

the sky, killing three men.
"Big sky - little airplanet" said

National Transportation Safety
Board investigator Gene Doub

The victims were Daniel Starr, 34,

of Cedar Sprinp; Robert Gunn, 65,
of Livonia; and Charles Nix, 55, of
Detroit

THE COLLISION occurred at 9:35

am just mouth of M-14 and west of
Beck. While the main wreckage of
each airplane wu »eparated by sev-

eral hundred yardl, debris from the
cra,h wnicattered over a two-mile

area from Hilltop Golf Courie at
Powell and Beck roads to Gotfred

son Road in Salem Township, sald
Plymouth Township Offlcer David
Hayes.

Deputy Chief Chip Snider maid no
one on the ground wu injured from
falling debris.

Officials Investigating the crash
declined to speculate on the altitude
of the two aircraft when the collision
occurred. Ashley Heimbaugh, Mette-
tal Airport opdrations manager, Bald
Gunn and Nix wereo't flying "at a
set alUtude. It could have been any-
where from 1,000 to 3,000 feet"

Hayes said township police spoke
to several witnes- who law at

least one aircraft trailing smoke af-
ter the collidon. Neither aircraft

was on fire when towmhip police ar-
rived about three minutes after the
crash, Snider said.
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A mid-air accident that killed
three pilots Monday,hakes up an al-
ready controversial issue about
whether Canton should buy Mettetal
Airport.

However, township officials said
skiety hasn't been a big concern and
the quesUon centen around how
much township money will be used
to buy and maintain the airport.

"SAFETY HASN'r been an issue
and it still isn't," said Dan Cala-
brese, Canton administration assist-
ant and chairman of a committee

studying the possibility of Canton
buying the airport.

"It'B beyond dispute that crashes
are rare," Calabrese said.

A recommendation from the study
committee to the board of trustees 18

due Aug. 1.
The accident occurred Monday

above a field southwest of Beck
Road and M-14. Charles Nix was tak-

ing advanced flight instruction,
from Robert Gunn. He was flying a
single engine Cherokee owned by a
club that operates out of Mettetal,

'Safety hain't been an issue and it still

ion't. Ws beyond dispute that crashes
are rare.'

according to uu Maitland, aircraft
owner, mechanic and pilot. Daniel
Starr, 34, was flying alone in a twin-
engine Piper Aeroitar.

Between 150 and 200 plane, ny in
and out of Mettetal daily accounting
for about 51,500 flights annually, ac-
cording to Ashley Heimbaugh, who
along with his wife, Susan,owns the
general operations of the airport
About one.third of the flights are in-
structional, he maid

PII.OTS FLYING out of Mettetal

don't uae a control tower where

someone directs pilots. "It'§ all done
by the pilots," uld Larry Butake, a
former Mettetal employee.

The Cherokee was "climbing out
at about 90 mph," Butake maid. And
the Piper can "topdf' at 230 or *o.

- Dan Calabrese

The Piper likely was traveling so
much faster than the Cherokee that

"maybe there wu a bug splotch on
the window and he didn't notice the

plane."
Canton Supervisor Tom Yack said

the accident "would not unduly color
my opinion on" whether the town-
ship buys the airport that opened in
1939.

The accident, however, "under-
lines community concerns" about
potential hazards caused by the air-
port.

"The reality of the situation is that
people die on expre-way: each and
every day. It's a fact of life. When
people are Involved with transporta-
Uon there are deaths."

The chances of a plane crashing
Into people are mint,cule, according

to Larry McCartney, Federal Avia-
tion Adminintration operations Bu-
pervisor.

It': probably a lot :afer than
standing on the dde of theroad with
automobile, going by," sald McCart-
Dey

IN FACT, for every 100,000 hours
of pilots flying there were .077 acci-
dents involving planes hitting build-
ing, or residences, according to the
Aircrafta Owners and Pilots A-cia-

tion.

The FAA investigation of the
Plymouth Town:hip crash ts expect-
ed to take at least Bix montl•.

"I don't know if anyone knows why
it (accidents) happens," McCartney
said.

The FAA doem't keep figurm on
where planeB, involved to accident:,
are coming and going.

However, pilots at Mettetal Bald
the most recent fatallty involving
the airport wu in 1967. The pilot
was killed during take-off on the air-
port field.

Heimbaugh, Mettetal manager,
sald he doesn't believe Mettetal Air-
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what's inside Retired area man loved to fly

GUY WARREN/Zon photographer

Todd Miller wa, awakened Monday morning by the sound of
cargo from a craihing plan• plunging through hie roof. The
damaged arll, coverld with a light-colored patch, le visible in
the upper right hand corner.

Bag from plane
falls through roof

Building scene . . . . . 1H ly Mar#' Ch--y

Business. . . . . . . 1C
staff writer

Classifieds. . . C,E-H Robert Gunn wu u well known to local car ownen
Auto ...... C,F,H seeking an honest, competent repatrman u he wu to
Employment . . . G fellow pilots and other loven of flying.
Index,... ....3G Baides his family, the retired Uvonia and Redford
Real estate .. ... E-G Towihip bumine-nan who died loan air crash Monday

Creative living . . . . . lE had two love, In hit life - auto repair and flying.
Crossword . . . . . 7E "All he talked about wu th- two," Bald Nancy

Entertainment .....50 Soper, manager of King BroI. Collision Inc., 27115 Weit

Obltuarles...... 7A Seven Mile, Redford Tow,1.hip.

Opinion ....... 14A
For yun Soper worked aer- the street from Gunn

and got to know him well Before rettring, the 05-year-
old Livonia resident owned an auto repair b„I:in- at
Seven Mile and Poinciana In Redford.

He wu an outgoing, friendly penon, alwa, laugh
ing Our phone: rang here all day long Monday, because
people knew we knew Bob He wal one of the moit hon-
elt men In the busine-."

GUNN WAS the instructor on a flight from Canton
Town•hip'm Mettetal Airport Monday when his •ingle-
engine Piper Cherokee apparently wao *truck by anoth-
er aircraft

Ple-l tum to Page 4
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Todd Miller, 2 1, wi sleeping in
ht: up,tain bedroom ihortly after 9
am Monday when "I heard Bome-
thing hit the roof It wa: mo loud It
woke me up and *hook the whole

"I could hear momething moving
on the roof I could hear winething
shifting My first reaction wu to get
out of the house"

Miller, who had juit flown home
the night before from Florida,
thought a plane might have crashed

into the house off North Territorial
Road, he Mid

'I wam't sure what hit. Can were

rushing by.
1 threw Dome clothe, on and ran

out•ide. I uw a hole In the roof in
the back of the hou,e It w= big
enough that I could stand through it.
You could eully push a basketball
through it."

MILLER THEN Baw the remains

of a twil,-glne Piper Aeroitar
plane that had noiedived moments

Ple-0 turn to Page 4

Sports . .lD

Suburban life . . . . . 1B
Travel .........68 Witness: crash like
NEWSLINE . . . 591-2300

SPORTSLINE . . 591-2312

CLASSIFIED. . . 591-0900 seeing a war movie
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IN EVERY MONDAY

AND THUMSDAY IUI
 Brian Smith

Witnei- of the mid-air plane
eraah Monday gave the- account,
of what they saw

• Brian Smith, owner of Elite

Carpeetry wal working in a oubdivt-
0100 on Powell and Beck In Hunter'm

Creek,ubdivision three quarters of a
mile Iouth of the accident. Bald: "My
laborer oald tolook atthe plane, be
ca- It wu real low and It wi

coming ove the job *tte.
'lbe omplan/ •alri.110/ andit

'U lobbling 8-nd and It looked
like he dldn't have real good control
of tho aircraft

10 -at bick to work A couple
of -co- ut,r we he- a big
crash I maw the plan- when they
were falling to thi ground. Th-
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M,dair oolision reported / 9.35 im

e ove¢ Plymouth Townsh©, west 01
Beck Floid, eollh ol M·14. Al th-
poop abowd Ihi aircral ari -d

Chafle' Mx Ind Roberl Gurn
depan kom MelloW *pon * bA
thes,07Mlime =Slm 10- Cly
Ai,pon Nix ",d Gurn "on a
ID,Al,0 Irb*, lgl in a **
0*0 4 Cheroll.

}

9
Mid-air collision over

Plymouth Township
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3 die from injuries in rare mid-air plane crash l li
Gon••/d •emp..1 "A =4* coUim b a rai occ ty (a.) Th• Che•ek- 1.8 4

1 r....... abo.t th,"me time."billid. fr-
"In a mid.air e•Uilloa, I- alva, M,ttetal Airpolt im Cant-

Vorva calls crash 'one of the worst'
-           b- to .... "I' ll pilot K the H. de=ibed the til .4,' -
4. Ham IM Thl ./U -" ,Ut-, air,9. *1* W ot- Piper A,fo-r, PUOW » Im· . rlymouth city commlilloilr *ad Maltor Jirry Vom -e came •p

Wuw.G•- U.*0.-0 air,1,.." ho maid - add' th' "twk, alla,t" .thel'*er Che•o· r:'2XDJ'imil"*n.9.2:*9,:4 ulve*it'*deB'<DJ,4/51mlitra-. * .d Nit.-4 -al.b--11 "/4-4 /4 dow". ion 001*diving into th* Fo- aboet Ilght..ea.W.-
DOUB SAID u.-d the I bate to I the word opicticul.r but that's •bat 11 ter th• fint plani crial#. "1 thought It hit the IN.

way," he-dZil:&2:2" Ir- M.-t 14 M" -81 Plymeuth
twealrcraft ,-to'mo•,dto• w*'p ul Voiria s,<10-dial tli t *4 

..1.".le r u a bell" kinr at Mottetal AA,/ft by late Vorva w= leaving thI home wh- his atteatio• wu What looked like white Imoke

Delb =Id the tio m•• Wer• ,*Ii the two -11 p.- coldilid, T-day to be •I•mid ai ovidII. drave upward by tho oo- 01 the ·loid, *ra-1 0- ing- plan• turned out to be mori than„*.Il - 1
t.... IN,n th. air€r•* aller th' maid Heimbaug* h help determine how th• plame• I looked mouthe- and Mw a Imall plane out of the celed checko, a 'bil white *ream 01 U..4 Iatd Vorva.

alid "We're looking at th• mi•, corner 01 my Iye It sounded u U it w. laboring or adding that he can't imagine how the pilot• could.'t..™I .- exacuy -re 19 ==Phi- and the -virooment," climbing with a full load "
w- mppied to be," he maid 01

have I each other

/TARR. MUmNOa red,ral Ar. G.mand Nit, flying lathe,ingle . .....1 Not thinking much of it, Vorva looked back down. Police maid,ome cleck, were,catterld al far U A- 4
mor Air 81••10• Plame. lid inibil ,u. PIP.r (.rok.e Niz wal train- "We'll look at the - 84100 •- took a Ip d "th•d. There w- a lot,d, blunt. c-chy Arbor Road -t 01 Sheldon

P'P6 -L *4 to e. aa adva-d HIBI..0 for =71 bok Iki,Ini- 01 the demt"paint *crop-, ..4 youmight have thought ther' wa, acar acct- Vorva ran to thi cruh site to- U hee••EM b. «
"All thr- vere - -- 1-1--ther and instrument flying.

help "But I knew noooe would be alive; It •u all over
tiple 141=7 accidental. Whether it "Both of thein were profeisional pilot In the actual cockpit" Doub The single Ingine plane "fell in three main part•" a except for the *creaming and hollering." 0
(death) occe,r,d while they ""' in piloti, very exper•p,d pilots,·. codtinued. couple hund- yard, from where Vorva .u *taDdIng Vorva then went to the site of the Ncood plane, which
the air or whe thiyhlt thi ground,1 Heimbaugh idi He :ald the aircraft 011 be reat "Small plece, vere falling around I. too. The debris wu "virtually disintegrated. except for the heaviest
can't differiatiate," said a :pok- oembled in the hangar and pod- that fell into the bushel turned out to be bodlel." parts Icould -the wheel as•embly, and I knew that
man for the Wayne County Modical LARRY MCCARTNEY. a Federal tioned u they were upon Impact, to wu where the pilot would be There wam jumt a pile 04 0
Enminer'§ Offle. 00 T-day Aviation Administration operation: aid the investigation. VORVA, A former police officer, told Edie Perlongo flesh

T= COCK.r
Ipervi,or in D••roit, declined to - MB Dillon contrlbuted to thu to call 9-1-1 and uw the lecond planestruggling to suy ··I've seensome nasty car and train accidit•. but thil

olthelingle * 9-AM on whythecral could report. aloft. The twin-engine plane banked to the right and the wa: one of the worst thing» I've ever Iee,1.'
gine plane was empty. Ome- have occurred at a time when condi-
found the mingled bod 01 Guna tiom were clear.
and Niz atmet 40 yardi apart, about "I doo't know ola good rea»on to
200 yards from their plane. give for that happening," he Mid.

On the day after the cruh, Doub By the FAA'i preliminary invelti-
- ht: blue coveralls statoed with ' gation into the cruh, McCartney
mud after spending houri -arching sald, "We think the Aeroitar left De-
the alfalfa fields for debris - Bald. troit City (Airport) at approximately

5%23€)
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(USPS 436-360)

port was involved in the accident
Monday.

-Ibe aircraft had already made
it: departure and that could have

be= any airplane
out of any other
airport" he oald.
"It'i like standing
between two sky,
crapers and in-
stead of lightning
Btriking them it
strikel you. It's
one ina millioo."

Hol*** phy, an grport
Mildred Mur-

itudy committee member, said her
main concern was the amount of tax

money that would be spent on Mette.
tal.

"It (accidents) can happen and we
were all aware that it could," she
-1•1 "That doem't make my decl-
1100 for me. I don't want our tax

mone, going to anairport
'It's lucky it didn't happen over a

mbavidoo. ney docome ove our
No-4" said Murphy, a re•dent of
Pickwick subdiviston, one-half mile
louth of the airport.
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One of the greatest benefits of living or working
in the Plymouth/Canton community is your
eligibility to join Community Federal Credit Union.
At Community Federal, you can take advantage of
interest-bearing checking accounts, low interest
loans, a wide range of savings programs - even Visa
and money machine cards.

Don't miss cut on the benefits you deserve.
Call today.

Community Federal 0IG*:a.
Credit Union ,.ZY-
You deserve our interest.

Plymouth • 500 S. lian'ey 453-1200
Canton • 44570 Ford Road 455-0400

Account4 federalli' in,ured to $100.000 bv the .4 l_ A 0
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GOWNS BY

GALINA

 July 2628, Bridal Salon, livonia

A collection of sophisticated, romantic

gowns for the bride who wants

something very new and exciting.

You will appreciate the wotkmanship

in these exquisite designs, made in

the finest silks, laces and satins.

Discover the many romantic options

Galina has for you this fall.
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Catch the biggest savings This Famous Porchon new Fall Levi®m,!
Our entire stock on sale!

505's' and 517's' Sizes 29·42

T'*Saturda.Sole 16.99 Reg 2399 J...Levi's® Unwashed Juis.

Sale 18.99 Elsewhere $31

Livly Prewashed Denlms.
505's' and 517 V Sizes 29-42

Elsewhere $37

 Levir Inst-t Old Jeans.
550's' and 505's' Stzes 29-38

/AdSole 27.99
Elsewhere $40

 W- Levi'§®Elect,ic Wal De#Ims.
512's" and 550's' in blue and black
Sizes 29-38

1 Sale 27.99 Elsewhere $40

L..Al® Wh".9.**J'Ins.
550's* and 505'5*in blue, black and
gray Sizes 29-38

Sale 12.99 $17
Levi® Soil Knit Polos.
Incredible Fall colors, Sizes S-XL

Eim6ria

Sale 22.99 Elsewhere $29

levIYNe" Ale 'lizlied 505 1
Sizes 27·30

Sale 25.99 El-here $35

L.¥1®WhH""'.45051
In blue, black and gray Sizes 27-30
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Vlilt our now store In Ypillantl
Ypillantl-3815 Carpenter Road next to Meijer

Canton--Next to Meijer on Ford Road at Canton Center
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A Onlookers line
lail
r.*

M road near site i

a HE MID-AIR collision
of two small airplanes

0 over western

Plymouth Township on
' Monday killed three men

Ch
li

•t , Daniel Starr, 34, of Cedar
01 Springs; Charles Nix, 45, of

Detroit; and Robert Gunn, 65,
111 1 of Livonia were killed in the

9:35 a.m. collision just south of
M-14 and west of Beck Road

By late Tuesday, wreckage
Of each airplane was to be
transported to a Mettetal
Airport hangar, where a
National Transportation Safety
Board officials planned to
reassemble each plane for

t

•r

clues as to the ct ash under

clear skies.

As local police and Wayne
County Sherriff's Department
deputies sealed off the area,
onlookers lined North 1

Territorial Road and traffic 
slowed to around 25 mph along
M-14

By noon Monday, police
closed North Territorial to

through traffic between Beck
and Ridge roads, to keep
onlookers from jamming the . 9.1.'

area. The road was opened by
mid-morning Tuesday.

The investigation is expected
ii./.13&11-/:

to be completed Friday, a
NTSB spokesman said :Affiwi:Btrf/:'11

Resident• of thi crash ar# Itand noar a wing of the single- engine pline flown by Charles Nix GUY WAAAEN/staft phologrilih-

1'9t'* like standing

skyscrapers and

Pm j r striking them it strikn C
you. It'* one in a
million.'

-Ashley Heunbaugh
Mettetal Airport

GUY WARREN/*t- pholographe,

Ashley Heimbaugh, Mettetal Airport operations chief, gesturie
toward the field where the aircraft flown by pilot Charles Nix
came to rest.

GUY WARFIEN/stall photographer . ,

f.-:
t
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Plymouth Township firefighters scan the area near the wreckage of the plane flown by Daniel
Starr.
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 The shoes fo know

are Wolff Traps

by Van Eli'
These

canceled lightweight
checks were

among 300,000 Ilexible with

that w•r•

being shock absorbing
traniported by

pilot Daniel Wooved rubber
Starr. Some

wire *catterid soles. solt

in a field near

the crash site. leathers Slzes

ART EMANUELE/01- phologr IOher
110AA 5108

Above Nubuc

kiltie fringe

Black brown combo

Below Two eyelet

moccasm lie

Nubuc leathet

Brown lan

faih style $63

Jacobsons
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