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Fifty Cents

Firms could help make airport purchase fly |

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The survival of Mettetal Airport in Canton could de-
pend on the willingness of private companies to pay
some of the cost to buy the airport.

Plymouth Township’s board of trustees has approved
the creation of an airport authority to keep the airport

open.
But governments joining such an authority could be
required to contribute 5 percent of the cost to buy the
airport, if the state is to put up the rest.
Canton, which doesn’t want an authority running the
airport, backs the legislation that the state Senate is

scheduled to vote on today.
Maurice Breen, Plymouth Township supervisor, said
“We would never do that” — use tax money for the

airport purchase.

“That doesn't mean we couldn’t fund it (a 5 percent
contribution) with private funds,” Breen said. s

Breen called Canton'’s effort to hamper creation of an
alrport authority “mean spirited.”

By the legislation before the Senate today, Canton
Township would have to support the creation of an air-
port authority, in order to waive that 5 t contri-
bution. That support is not likely, as Canton backs the

legislation.
The measure came in the form of an amendment to a

capital outlay budget, which passed the state House Ap-
tions Committee on Tuesday.

“We've got 1,000 Canton petition names, from people
not interested in seeing their tax dollars being spent on
; pgvue sector activity,” sald Canton Supervisor Tom

ack.

“It’s not in the best interests of Canton residents to
become involved in that action,” Yack said, adding, pri-
vate ownership of the airport is OK with the township

On Aug. 28, Plymouth Township trustees voted “to
assist in the formation of an airport authority,” as Can-
ton trustees decided not to buy the airport.

Gordon Jaeger, Plymouth city manager, and Breen

met last week. “I asked for some information, I'm wait-
ing to get a copy of authority law,” Jaeger said.

To create an airport authority, Plymouth’s city com-
mission would have to agree to join Plymouth Town-
ship, which initiated the idea.

Breen and officials from the Michigan Aeronautics
Commission and Federal Aviation Agency worked out a
plan in August, detailing how an authority could take
over Mettetal. i

Taxpayers of communities running the authority will’
not be liable for any problems at the airport if an au-
thority is created, state and federal officials said.

Please turn to Page 2

Hobos rode rails {

to Plymouth area
during hard times

Editor’s note: This is the second
story in an occasional series
about the history of railroads in
the Plymouth-Canton area.

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

There was a trick to hopping
freight trains.

You had to swing on to the boxcar
just so. Do it wrong, and you could
end up under the wheels.

And once you made it inside an
empty flat-wheeler, the bouncing
and rattling could just about shake
your kidneys loose.

Actually, just hanging around a
rail yard can be dangerous. “People
don't know how suddenly a car can
just jump — If it jumps, you're dead
or your foot's gone,” a C8X Railroad
official said.

Many railroad men can share a
story or two about how a train-
hopper met a grisly end, or lost an
arm, leg or finger trying to ride the
freights.

So if the life of a train-hopping
hobo was a bit grim, why do we

romanticize it so?

To some, like the “singing brake-
man” Jimmie Rodgers who wrote
“Hobo Bill” in the ’30s, the railroad
bum led a happy life. Even when Bill
died, he “seemed contented 'cause he
smiled there where he lay,” Rodgers
sang.

Folksinger Woody Guthrie sur-
vived boxcar brawls and nearly lost
his grip once while hanging onto a
highballing freight car. But Guthrie
wrote ‘“This Train is Bound for Glo-
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From Tramp’s Hollow, east of Sheldon Road

and south of M-14, one spots

ry” and knew that men of different
races — sharing a smoke or a pull
from a pint in a dusty boxcar —
could get along and hold high hopes
for the future during the Great De-
pression.

By the '70s, Gordon Lightfoot was

the rail yard

lamenting the end of an era. “You
can't hop a jet plane like you can a
freight train,” he sang, in “Early
Morning Rain.”

Popular movies have also cele-
brated the ramblin' hobo life. In the
mid-70s film “Emperor of the

Former DPW chief won’t sit still for long

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Ken Vogras, Plymouth depart-
ment of public works superintendent
since 1966, is retired, but probably
not for long.

“I'm going back to work,"” said Vo-
gras, 53, who retired from the city
post Sept. 19.

Vogras took advantage of an early
retirement program offered by the
state to municipal employees
through the end of this year, in which
benefits increase slightly.

Still, “I've got a couple of inter-
views,” he said.

Vogras grew up in Almont, a
small town in the thumb. He started
with the Plymouth DPW in 19586, af-
ter his half-brother Don Pinckney, a
Plymouth policeman, suggested he
talk with then city manager Al
Glassford.

Hired by then DPW director Joe
Bida, Vogras did garbage collection
and other jobs.

In those days before plastic gar-

bage bags, “We used to go behind the
houses and get it — the cans used to
quiver,” he said, laughing.

Other DPW operations have also
changed.

“It's modernized so much now. We
used to climb down manholes and set
up bucket machines. Now there's
vactors.

‘Of course, you don’t call them
manholes now, you call them person
holes,"” he said, with a smile.

Of the seven city managers he's
worked for, Vogras said, “The most
aggressive city manager was Henry
Graper. He did more in his tenure
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here than any city managers com-
bined,” and cited Graper’s role in
bringing McCauley Health Center to
Plymouth and creating The Gather-
ing off of Kellogg Park.

Vogras left the city job for six
months in 1965 to work for an as-
phalt contractor, then returned to
become DPW director when Bida
left the post the next year.

Asked to recall anything unusual
during his tenure as DPW director,
Vogras said, “I think the worst one
was when | blew a gentleman off a
toilet."

A DPW crew, he said, was using
pressure to clean out a nearby sew-
er. “There was so much pressure it
blew his newspaper right up to the
ceiling,” he said.

A woman ran out of the house and
told the crew to stop, and the man,
unhurt, called the DPW to suggest
Vogras not show up for a while in the
neighborhood, he recalled.

“I decided I better go and see him.
I was driving over in my car, and I
had to pull over, I got to laughing so
bad,” he said, adding he decided
against seeing the man right away.

When the DPW building was
named after him in 1985, “That was
a total surprise, it was Hank's idea.

“Tears came to my eyes, [ could
hardly speak when I was asked to,”
Vogras said.

When he left that building Sept. 19,
“1 told them we probably have the
best crew any DPW’s got, they're a
good bunch of guys.

“I hope I'm going to be missed but
it will still run,” he said.

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

where men hopped trains bound for destina-
tions around the country.

North,” Lee Marvin played a sea-
soned tramp, known in all the hobo
jungles. Ernest Borgnine played his
opposite — a hammer-wielding rail-

Please turn to Page 3

Talks on
future
planned

Plymouth city commissioners
are scheduled to meet in Friday
and Saturday sessions to discuss
future planning.

In the meetings, scheduled for
Domino’s Farms in Ann Arbor, a
consultant “will be getting us to
see what the city will be like in
five years — what kinds of ser-
vices we're going to be able to
provide, and how do you do it
with the amount of
money that’s going to be there,”
said Mayor Dennis Bila.

The sessions, called a retreat
by the commission, are scheduled
for 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and 9
am. to noon Saturday and are
open to the public.

Bila said the commission
retreat “‘is something we’ve done
before. I'm hopeful we’ll start
doing it on a yearly basis.”

Cost for the sessions is around
$3,000.

BILL BRESLER/stafl photographer

While Ken Vogras has retired from his job as city DPW direc-
tor, he's interviewing for other jobs, saying he's too young to

really retire.

Mediator called in on school contract talks

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

Bargainers for three Plymouth-Canton school
employee groups have called in a state mediator,
having reached an impasse in contract negotia-
tions with the district.

A mediator has agreed to come to the district
Oct. 11 or 12.

“We've met six or seven times and have made
very little progress. The employer has some se-
rious rollbacks on the table; things they want to
take out of the contract for all groups,” said Mar-
yann Ligato-Freydl, Michigan Education Associa-
tion executive director. Ligato-Freyd] represents
food service and custodial/maintenance workers
and para-professionals (educational aides).

“The bargaining teams are very upset hy it,”
she said. “That's why we've requested a tor
to come in and help us see if we can't get closer to
a settlement. There has been absolutely no discus-
sion of economic issues.
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“It was just at the last bargaining session that
we got an economic proposal from the employer.
The employer has taken the position that any im-
provements in fringe benefits will come out of the
salary package,” she added. “That wasn't done
with the teachers.

‘“They are not claiming they don't have the abil-
ity to pay,” Ligato-Freydl said.

The contracts expired June 30, and employees
have been working under extended agréeements.

“Employees are angry. They're upset. And
they’re pretty united in that they want a decent
and fair contract,” said Ligato-Freydl. ‘“They
made a good faith effort to settle this. They ex-
tended the contract and agreed to be at work."”

An expedited three-year contract was ratified
by teachers and the board last April. Teachers
were granted increases of 5 percent the first year,
4 percent the second and § t the third with
an additional annual cost-of-living adjustment of
a maximum 2 percent.

“What we're asking for is benefits similar to

what the teachers have,” said Ligato-Freydl.

“It was only the last contract that the aides
really got health and dental insurance. We are
seeking to get the same fringe benefit protection
for all employees. The para-professionals, unlike
any other group, get no paid vacations. We're
seeking time for them similar to what the others
receive and they say they don't want to do it. The
answer is no.”

WALT BARTNICK, CHIEF bargainer for the
district, paints a different picture.

“We've settled non-economic items. We've
made economic proposals and they have made
economic proposals. I'm satisfied with the prog-
ress thus far.” s

The district isn't opposed to mediation, Bart-
nick added.

“It can be good to have a third party. It can be
an asset in many ways. This may be one of them,” |
he said. 2
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Educational Office Personnel. There've
been three bargaining meetings, but

has been settled yet. The two sides
meet again‘today and Oct. 3, Banks said.
TRANSPORTATION WORKERS, who
were represented by an union,
recently elected to go with the International
Union of Operating Engineers Local 547
AFLCIO

“We'll probably meet with them (for the
first time) in the next week or so,” said

y the district has been very reason-
able so far. I'm optimistic we will reach

meet that . said Ivers, who bar
gains on of more than 100 school dis-
trict in Michigan.

“T'm

That's not corny; I deal with lots of employ-
ers, and | deal with some who think $5 Is too
much to pay. I don't see that at all here.”

last Saturday. My answer (o them was, ‘|
will go in and get the best possible con-
tract.’ That's all | can say. We want to
mmlwmm-'_'mllﬁ
dollars are tight out there. We're going to
do the best we can.”

The district’s licensed technicians — six
skilled tradesman including electricians
and plumbers — settied before their con-
tract expired June 30. Their W was
“on a par with what the teachers got,” Ivers

‘Township police that at 9:30 p.m. she
noticed two men in a 1988 Ford

Ranger pickup, with material in
their truck bed apparently taken

of ant for labor relations.

from the construction site they were

parked at.
In her car, she followed the truck

left forearm, breaking skin.

The woman was given a victim’s
rights card and was advised that the
dog would be checked on the 10th
day and again on the 20th day.

GUN FIRED: Police responded at
about 9 p.m. Sunday to a report of

Bartnick, the schools’ administrative assist-

an
agreement in a timely fashion. I'd like to
say October, but we're not scheduled to

crime watch

shots being fired on Adams Street.
Upon arrival at the residence, offi-
cers said the suspect walked out his
front door with a rifle in a case. Po-
lice said they challenged him at gun-
point and searched him after order-
ing him to lie face down on the

Officers found the man's $400
Remington loaded with four rounds.
Seven rounds were in his back pock-
et.

Other suspects at the house were
also searched for weapons,

Police said the “freely
stated he shot his gun and had had
five 12-ounce beers.”

While arrested the man told
police, “It’s all my fault; I shot the
gun.” He was charged with reckless
and neglectful discharge of a fire-
arm.

LARCENY: A Dairy Mart employ- -

ee told police that two customers
took items valued at $10 from the
store at 885 Penniman without pay-
ing Saturday.

The young men stole two 79-cent
bottles of Mountain Dew, a fistful of
candy and two $2.69 bags of Frito
Lay potato chips. The employee said
they approached the cash register

Township considers asking
companies to help buy airport

Continued from Page 1

Plymouth residents favor joining an authority.

“I want to be convinced of that,” Jaeger said. “I want
to check with the FAA and the aeronautics administra-

tion.

Jaeger said other factors would influence his opinion.
“You've already got one governmental- unit (Canton)
that turned it down,” Jaeger said, adding he wanted to
review information gathered by an airport advisory

committee in Canton.

Jaeger said he also wants to find out how Canton feels
about an outside authority running the airport, and if

Plymouth Mayor Dennis Bila said there are pluses
and minuses to joining such an authority. :

“If you're going to be a complete community, you
offer a variety of services — cultural, athletics, and an
airport for the business community. It wouldn’t be used
by a lot of residents but it could bring a lot of business
to the area,” Bila said.

“A strong negative could be that we don’t want to put
in a lot of taxpayer's money. It has to be a situation
where the airport could support itself.”
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- Your Home
should be insured
with Farmers!
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s insurance in the
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Ypsllanti—3815 Carpenter Road next to Meijer
Canton—Next to Meijer on Ford Road at Canton Center

Ivers to say what terms employ-
ees are seeking.
“We had a meeting with the membership  said

it Plymouth car dealership for tires

and were looking at ice cream in the
cooler when they suddenly ran out of
the store.

The employee is confident he
could identify the suspects if he sees
them again. He wishes to prosecute.
One suspect is described as having
brown medium-length hair, one ear-
ring and a black leather jacket.

BREAKING AND ENTERING:
Shortly before 2 a.m. Saturday, the
alarm at Video Amusement

at 521 S. Mill. Res officers

found the front door glass shattered.
Upon entering, they found no one in
the store but could tell someone had
broken in, as tapes were knocked on
the floor behind the counter. Police

At Sylvan Learning Centers; our Study Skills Program is
custom designed to help students improve the way they study.
We teach good habits like time management and goal setting,
i skills in listening comprehension, organizing,
and test-taking. Our certified teachers offer
attention, encouragement and praise. Just a
couple of hours a week at Sylvan® could make studying one of

while improving
sl

lots of individ

the best habits your

child picks up.

© 1990 Sybvan Learming Carporaoon

6 MILE & 1-275
LIVONIA

COLLEGE PREP - SAT/ACT PREP -

READING - MATH « WRITING * STUDY SKILLS * SCHOOL READINESS

and rims

couldn't find anything missing, but
said a brick had been used to break

the door glass. The brick was found
inside on the floor.

HARASSING PHONE CALLS: A
private investigator In Plymouth
told police her firm received several
strange phone calls Sept. 20-21.

At about 2:30 p.m. Thursday, a
man called inquiring about the com-
pany's copying machines. He hung
up when questioned.

A call on Friday was from a wom-
an claiming she was from the “Self
Employment Association” of Austin,
Texas. She wanted to know how
many people the firm employed and
the location of the business.

Sylvan Learning Center.
Helping kids do better*
462-2750
Karen Benson, Director
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Visit our new store in Ypsilanti

LEVPS
SALE

new Fall Levi's” s on sale!
(GUYS'|

\\Levi's® Instant 0| s
“E\N 550's* and 505's* Slzgsm

512's* and 550's* in blue and black.
Sizes 29-38 s

Levi's® Whitewashed Jeans.
550's* and 505's™ in blue, black and
gray Sizes 29-38

Levi's®Co
Incredible Falrldc:gs" .

STUDENTS'|
Sale 2299.......

Sizes 27-30

Nurry! Sale ends Tuesday, October 2nd!

Our entire stock of
Don’t miss it!

Sale 17 99.....

Levi's® Unwashed Jeans.
505's® and 517's® Sizes 29-42

Sale 19.99.......

Levi’s® Prewashed Denims.
505's* and 517's* Sizes 29-42

Sale 26.99........
Sale 2899.........

2vi's” Electric Wash Denims.

Sale 28.99.........
Sale1999.. ..

vi's® New Age Bleached 505's®

| .

's* Whitewashed 505's?
n blue, black and gray Sizes 27-30.
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Hobos' life on

raills was ofte n

dangerous ride

Con-ad kom PI, 1

road bull who to-d bobol from WI
train

But know that thi world 04 ramb-
lin' mle, freight trati and hobo jun-
81/ *'t just recorded in /00, and
literatere.

Like the railroh, it'8 part 04
Plymouth'§ history.

Many trampi rode the trati Low
the rail yard just northeast of the
city limits in the '301 and ‘409, and
even into the ‘500 before Wir num-
ben dwindled

Down in '1'rampl Hollow" near
the round house east of Sheldon
Road just Bouth of the M-14 freeway,
men in old, patched cloU- med to
congregate, remembers Ralph
Ibrent. Mayflower Meeting House

‘1'here were all kinds of rumon
and *tories," Inrent maid, about the
men who rode In and out of town on
the freights '-rhey Beemed to be a
peaceful kind of people. U far u |
know, they never caused any trou-
ble," Lorenz said.

He recalled that wme of the men
would come into town when they got
hungry. "Some would come to the
(Mayflower) hotel and uk for a
meal, you'd show them a unk and
they'd get lost," he said.

Others might approach a houae-
wife and ask to do a chore for a
meal, Lorenz said, adding some
houses were known to be good place:
to go for food.

"They were from all over," Lorenz
said. "They could go any direcUoo in
the world from here," he said, add-
ing, "When it was cold th«d get out
of town.”

urenz recalled a hobo named
Railroad Jack. "He could remember
any day, an exact date in history
that something happened just off the
top of his head," Lorenz recalled.

Bruce Richard, on the board of di-
rectors of the Plymouth Historical
Museum, remembers the hobos he'd
see in town as a boy during the de-
pression.

"My mother operated a restaurant
called the Garden Tea Room, locat-
ed on the site of the present city hall.
I remember many times seeing
hobos - they were not tramps not
burns, but just down on their luck -
sitting on the back porch of the res-
taurant.

"I never remember my mother
asking any of them to do any work,
my mother would give them a meal

and that was it." The year, he laid,
was 1931 or '32.

While some claim the hobos had a

way of "marking” houses in town, to
show the places that were best to go
for a free meal, Richard said, "l nev-
er knew for a fact they would mark
the house.”

A few years later, Richard sald he
and some friends "spent a lot of time
around the switch yard and Tramps
Hollow.

We would obeerve the,e gentle-
man resting or situng, or cooking
soup We didn't bother them and they
didn't bother us.

'One time we were cooking our

O.. meal aft,r 'fladi a Ca, O1
con w ... hing /MI. the way,"
Richard .AIL "WwWI -ded ... lalt

and borro-d alt from O- oi
the

The trampl "probably wore d-
INn th - -7 ta-red - ton
but will -d,” ho Id, "rd pd thorn
probably la th- 400 or Sh"

Alked 11 bo, t-ded to gladly tli
hobm, Ritliard matdo "1 think - took
them for Fanted. 1My traveled by
train to a very nice wooded place
with a brook, cio- to the railroad
there.

O'be, would be there in tle =m-
mer We were alwa, mirned to Kay
away fromthe switch yard and the
hobot" Richard mald he do-'t re
member any of the hobol being
mean to kidl

Jack Wilcox remember, that be-
cauie the depre-00 wion, home
owners in town wanted to help the
itinerant men who rode the freight
traim, and would give ameal in ex-
change for=ne manual labor

Kids dido't glorify them, bet tend-
ed more to pity them, he Mid. But
one long-time relident dimagreed,
saying kids "were Impr-ed with
the boboi”

Ernie Archer remembers that in
the late '208, "My uncle had a bakery
on Penniman. Uncle would give
them *ome loavel of bread m they
would carry coal from downstairs to
the furnace.”

Archer mald hoboi started :trearn-
ing into townduring the depr-on.
'Oh Lordy thooe men were hungry,
they dr-ed rather ragged and not

too warm either.

Kids, be gaid, "were more or tem
afraid of them, they were harmleg
but we were always told to stay
away from them."

Vera Woods' father Emerson
Woods, a long-time railroad employ-
ee, handed out train orders in the
late '208 and early '300 at the yard
office near Tramp's Hollow, which
she said was also called Hobo Hol-
low.

"He never told much about the
hobos except they were always wel-
come. They never r--338 them
away. Workmen would sometimes
gave them money," she recalled.

She alio recalled a story her fa-
ther told, of a hobo who died soon

111

.26

Railroad workin, like thi- photographed near the roundhouse in the Plymouth yard in 1924, respected the hoboi, according to MH
i

a train man's daughtef.

after stepping off a boxcar. Her fa-
ther covered him with newspapers
and walted lora car to come, u the
railroad men "had great respect for
the hobos," she said.

"It was just like a parallel lociety,
it was live and let live, that's the im-
pression | always got "

Lorenz Baid that the railroad bums

started to fade away about 1939
on," as the economy improved.

In e mid-19403, Plymouth Town-
ship Police Chief Carl Berry recalls,

You'd see about 15 hoboi cooking
food or burning a small campfire,”
down in Tramp Hollow. Some he
said, congregated in a wooded area
near the Mission Hills golf course.

Of their dress, Berry said, "Casual
would be an understatement.” Their
clothes were not neat, "nor were
they pressed," he said.

Kids probably saw more of the
railroad burns than did adults, be-
cause the area around Tramp Hol-
low was fun to play in.

"You'd see them," Berry recalls.

Tramp's Hollow was juit a stomA throw from tho old Pere

Marquette roundhouse, phologral)hed in the early part of this

century.

Despite hype, firm doubts

custom Iimo I1s Hussein's

ly Joi humin
staff writer

Geoff Smith naid he has doubts
that a car his company, ACS Rounh
in Livonia, 8 working on 18 the per-
sonal vehicle of Iraqi President Sad-
dam Humein

But the entire country continues to
be intrigued by the ;300,000 bullet-
proof Cadillac limousine bearing
diplomauc license plates.

"Perionally, | don't think the car
11 fancy enough to be the head hon-
cho'§ car," sald Smith, general coun-
,el for the engine engineering spe-
cialist firm

"But the fact that It ts an Iraqi
diplomauc vehicle, coupled with the
US Custom Service press relea,e,
has everyone wanung to believe It it
Hu-in": car.”

SMITH SAID his company
received a blocking order from Cus-
tomi offlciall Aug. 24 impounding
the vehicle,shortly after all Iraqi a,

*ets in this country were fro:en by
President Bush u part of unctions
levied following Iraq'i Invasion and
annexation of Kuwait in the Persion
Gulf region.

On Monday, the U S Customs Ser-
vice issued a preg releue about the
oeizure titled, "I, Siddam Hu-,in
Walking?" which reiulted in a flood
of publicity about the limousine.

The pr- rele- implied, but did
not specify, that the now-Infamou,
Cadillac might have been Hed by
Hus,ein.

All we know b that the car wu
repr-ented to u: u being an lraqi
diplomatic vehicle that was :hipped
to that country a few yean ago and
it wal recently returned for re-
pain,” Smith,ald of the flve-ton car,
which reportedly 11 outfitted with
tear-gal dispensen, bulletproof
gl- and tirel and thick armor plat-
ing

We were subcontracted by a Cio-
cinneU company that built the car to
overhaul the engine, and we took

possession of the vehicle on June
24," Smith Baid.

ON AUG. 2, company president
Jack Roush ordered all work 0O the
car stopped because of the lituation
in the Middle East, mald Smith, ",0 in
effect we beat the feds by three
weeks "

Both Smith and a Detroit customs
official maid they heant unconfirmed
reports that the limmuine manufae-
turer, O'Gara-Heis & Elleohardt of
Cincinnati, wu,eeking po--100 of
the vehicle beca- of overdue billi
related to wort on the limousine.

A company spoke=nan could not
be reached for comment at press
Ume.

UnUI the Custorn, Service and the
Office of Foreign A-ets Control de
elda what to do with the vehicle, It
will remain in a Roush Brage

I know how Mr Ro- want: to
Dettle the matter,” Smith -d. "He
would like to chop the car Into plece,
and,end It back to Irig CO.D."

Cancer group offers toll-free number

™ Childrm'8 Leukemte Founda-
tion of Michigan, with offliw in
Southfield, now hu two ler,lce,
right at your fingertips offering In-

formation on leukemia, lympboma
and related canoen

CLF offers a toll-free telephone
Imber which provide, ahoit of in-
'moti. about blood-related dis-

ea- and cancers,nippon -vice to

patints and state and IlUonwide
acce- to CLF -tall members who

are available to a=11 Flitio-
The number | 1-0O00-81CLFM
Call= are tak- from *:30 a m. to

4.30 pm Mo-, th-* Friday,

CLF maintal= an information and
referral ellaringlo-, which 1, a

directory of literature, arUclel and
canette, providing up-to-date Infor-
mation on treatment tridg coping
*rate,le, and an ext-ve library
about cancir, leukemi and -Ir
blood di,orden

Both nrvicee an captand 00 a
rveo,arce card available ho of

charge from CLF. To obtain O- free
call the above toll-free number.

"They would just stare back at you.
You were afraid of them but they
were alwa, nice

'Sometimes you'd Bee them carry-
ing an old beat-up suitcase or Borne-
thing," he said.

Berry recalls that Tramp Hollow
was a good place to play all year
round. In the winter, "The wind
could be really blowing up here," he
said, u he overlooked the hollow
froma squad car. "But down there it
would be all quiet and peaceful."

'This was a place where they
wouldn't be bothered and wouldn't
bother anybody."

Berry said he didn't notice
whether or not the railroad bums
were drinking men, adding that be-
cause he was a kid he may not have
been aware. But Ibrenz said some of
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the men in Tramps' Hollow made
their own liquor, or drank canned
heat.

Police tended to leave them alone
outside the city limits. "l don't re-
member crimes being related to
these people," Berry Bald.

In the early 504 whem Berry be-
came a police officer in Plymouth,
the department would lodge hoboo
who loitered in town in the city jail
overnight, under what was called
"the golden rule" - a friendly sort
of arrangement whereby bobos got
shelter and free lodging for a night,
and were sent on their way the next
morning.

Tramps Hollow is easily spotted,
from the east end of Plymouth Oaks

Boulevard just south of M-14. Berry
said that amidst the litter in the

L-1J..

wooded area near the railroa3
tracks - where the quiet is broken
only by the slam of train cars f
crews make up trains - there's stil)
left behind by hobos

CSX officials uy that down South
and occasionally in Plymouth, they 11
still cateh  ggmebody riding tf

trains.

But today, "It's not like the old

hobos," said ooe railroad employam -
who declined to be named

"We've had our employees face
down and somebody (a train hopperj'
poinUng a gun at their heads," bt"
said, recalling an incident out-of,
state

“"There wn a code of cooductr

among the hobos. Today it's e, ,
tremely dangerous."”
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HARD-TO-FIT

NO LONGER
HARD-TO-FIND! F-

Shopping for sho)es —=ar =3

be frustrating .too big, |

too ma//, too narrcit, foo i

wide. Let our hhoe halon 4

profess,onah au,st vou

with a new sen'ice. Pbpi,/ar

b lyles, from wvour tasr,rm-

designers available in those

imposcib/e fo find fi,r4
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