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The architect's drawing of
Ann Arbor Trail, compared to
the photograph of the same
section of the street, iancludes
changes accepted by down-
town planners.

Thanksgiving
celebration
on the burner

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

They want to “postpone” Christ-
mas in Plymouth.

“Let's put it off until the first
weekend in December,” suggested
downtown businessman Fred Hill.

At a Downtown Development Au-
thority meeting Thursday, Hill
unveiled his “Thanksgiving Mall-ter-
native, or whatever,” he said.

Emphasis on a Thanksgiving cele-
bration in Plymouth would be a re-
action to the modern over-celebra-
tion of Christmas, he said.

“It’s too early to celebrate Christ-
mas (in October),” Hill said

By mid-October, the malls that
compete with downtown Plymodth
for business have already erected
Christmas displays.

“Let’s just slow down, and cele-
brate a great American holiday,

ving.
The event would be a good way to

promote down - , by
contrasting Pl th's style with
that of the mallg, he said.

THE HIGHLIGHT of the celebra-

‘Let’s just siow down,
and celebrate a great
American holiday,
Thanksgiving.’

— Fred Hill

tion would be a re-enactment of the
first Thanksgiving in Kellogg Park
the day after Thanksgiving — com-
plete with residents, business people
and even actors dressed as pilgrims
and Indians

Another highlight of the celebra-
tion would involve a 10-minute non-
denominational service in the park
to commemorate Thanksgiving, on
both the Friday and Saturday after
the holiday, Hill said

It would also involve downtown
business owners closing up shop for
10 minutes on Friday, to join the ser-
vice.

“All [ need to do is convince most
of the merchants that they can make
more money during the rest of the

Please turn to Page 2

Kirksey quits

S’craft board

of Detroit with suggestions from
Downtown Development Authority
members, was presented in final
form to the DDA on Thursday
“What this plan shows is a bal-
anced approach to public space and
the need for parking,” said archi-

Amoco site
part of
proposed
project

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

It's not likely to happen, Down-
town Development Authority
members say

Still, officials say they'd love to
see 2 modern, mixed-yse develop-
ment on the corner of Ann Arbor
Trail and Main.

Such a deve t, complete
with atriums and multi levels de-
signed to present a step-down ef-
fect at the corner, would lock a
whole lot better than the aban-
doned Amoco station that sits
there now, authority members
say

But more important, such a de-
velopment could provide a down-
town anchor — important to reju-
venating the downtown business
climate

“It's a potential development
site, we don't have anybody in

Please turn to Page 2

Goodman hopes construction can
begin by this time pext year, he
said

DDA MEMBERS even applaud-
ed the team of architects who
worked on the plan, and made
plans to preview it with the public

The authority members accepted
city finance director Willlam
Graham’s suggestion that the ar-
chitects' posterboard drawings of
planned changes to the downtown
streetscape be displayed in bank
lobbies

“The banks get an awful lot of
traffic from the business communi-
ty,” Graham said

DDA members agreed to move

the steps to get things moving."

The master streetscape plan
should go before the city planning
commission in the next month or so
for approval, Jaeger said. Details
of how to finance improvements,
and which improvements might
come first, have yet to be decided,
he said

The DDA also plans public bear-
ings to present the changes to busi-
nesses and residents.

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS
include

e English style forecourt gar-

Please turn to Page 2

Bil L BRESLER/staf photographer

Downtow: planners say it'c not likely to happen, but
they'd love to see a2 mixed-use development, depicted in
this srchitect's drawing, replace the now abandoned Amo-
co station at Main and Ann Arbor Trail. '
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’ about implementation and taking didn't issue a resignation date That

means he will be free to vote on the
new college attorney, as well as next
year’s college budget and other im-
portant issues.

Kirksey, a former state represent-
ative, said he wanted to leave “as
small a window as possible” between
his resignation and next year’s trus-
tee election. He added he's looking at
leaving the board in early 1891

KIRKSEY GAVE no reason for his
resignation, either in a letter submit
ted to the board, or in statements at
Wednesday's meeting

“T'll give my reasons at my last
meeting, whenever it is” Kirksey
said afterward

Though not a surprise, Kirksey's
resignation adds a new controversy
to the already controversial situa
tion surrounding selection of a legal
representative for the Livonia-based
community college

Jack Kirksey

Initially, Law, Hemming, Essad &
Polaczyk had been recommended for
the job. but Kirksey charged law
firm partner Robert Law and his
friend, Schoolcraft board president
Mary Breen, used undue influence in
attempting to secure college legal
work for the Plymouth firm Both
the firm and Breen called Kirksey's
charges untrue

A second controversy erupted a
few weeks later, when fellow trustee
Wendell Smith charged Kirksey was
being unduly influenced by Miller,
Canfield, Paddock & Stone the
college's current legal representa-
tive using contribution records
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Campaign coatributioas te
Schoolcraft College candidates
bave rarely, if ever, been an lssue
That is becamse community col-

o Kirksey raised $47,493 during.
his unsuccessful mayoral cam-
paign, with $550 clearly identified
as coming from Miller, Canfield at-

Campaign funding

during Mber two

single contributor, giving $100 last
year, was Weintstein & Weinstein,
a Southfield law firm that isn't un-
der consideration for the School-
craft job.

Breen's fund shows a §78.65 bal-
ance.

@ Smith’s campaign contribu-
tions, $1813, all came in incre-
ments too small for identification
beyond the contributor’s name. His
campaign fund is now empty.
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action committee.

Kirksey quits, no date
given for resigination

Continued from Page 1

from Kirksey's 1987 Livonia mayo-
ral campaign

ATTEMPTING TO resolve the
first controversy, trustees invited
law firms to submit bids.

Eight responded and, on Wednes-
day, they trimmed the field to four:
Law, Memming Miller, Canfield;

But it was the second controver-
sy that may have prompted
Wednesday’s resignation.

“In spite of what you might think
of me, [ still love this college,”
Kirksey said to his fellow board
members.

Kirbeybsnedhbruimuoulat

duck” and would continue to attend

meetings.

Kirksey was appointed to the
board in 1988 to fill the unexpired
term of Laura Toy. He was elected

its unexpired four years
would be up for election next year.

Merchant proposes
Thanksgiving event

$10,000 to put on the event, and be's
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People Interested in participating
in the event can call the chamber of

commerce office at 453-1540.

‘It's our first shot at it
and not all the things
we’re lalking about are
firmed up at this point.’
— Fred Hill
downtown businessman
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dress, Form 3589) 1o P-O. Box 2428,
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HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
Newsstand per copy, 50¢
Carrier monthiy, $3.00
Mail. . | . /. yearly, $55.00
All advertising published In the Plym-
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Ptymouth Observer, 744 Wing
Street, Plymouth, MI 48170. (313)
459-2700. The Plymouth Observer
reserves the right not to accept an
M«rf'u order. Observer & Ec-
centric® ad-takers have no authority
to bind this newspaper and only

DDA applauds streetscape plan

Continued from Page 1

streets, to improve the look of

¢ “Bumped out” curbs at inter-

dens placed Dbetween businesses downtown to help draw shoppers. sections downtown, which set paral-

and sidewalks along Ann Arbor
Trail and Penniman and some
other central business district

o New sidewalks flanked by
brick surfaces.

lel parking areas along some streets

Mixed-use development
proposed for Amoco site

Continued from P 1
line,” said City Manager Gordon
Jaéger.

“It’s really just a ‘what if you got
this plan,” said Greg Good-
man, chairman. The property,
he said, is “really sitting dormant.”

The DDA asked architects Scherv-
ish Vogel Merz to create on paper a
possible anchor development for the
corner. It’s included in drawings for
a revised downtown streetscape, ac-
cepted by the DDA on Tharsday.

On paper, the development would
replace the Amoco station, May-
flower Meeting House and Box Bar.

Box Bar owner Chip Falcusan said

Friday, “I'm kind of shocked.”

“It's the first I've heard of it. It
seems like the plans they have there
call for the elimination of me.

“l don’t kmow why they didn't
come to me and talk to me about it,”
Falcusan said. “To think about elim-
inating a business that's been down-
town for how many years now — it’s
kind of incredible. I'm going to have
to talk to Gordon (Jaeger).”

Mayflower Meeting House owner
Ralph Lorenz was unavailable for
comment.

Amoco officials have said it will
take 2-5 years to clean up the petro-
leum contamination caused when un-

Gas contamination found

There is contamination
underground at the site of a former
Plymouth Township gas station, ac-

State Police, said the contamination
poses “no imminent life safety haz-
ard.” Stayer said he will soon file a
report on the situation with the De-
partment of Natural Resources. Au-
thorities were alerted to the problem
last week when a gasoline odor was
detected in the area.

Stayer said the DNR could order a
cleanup of the site, at 40600 Ann Ar-
bor Trail.

That site, now occupied by Plym-
outh Auto Service, was once the site
of a Mobil gas station. The station
was closed in the 1960s, said Larry
Groth, township fire chief, and un-
derground gas tanks were removed
in 1971

Stayer said it could be several
weeks before the DNR completes its
own investigation of the problem.
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derground tanks at the site leaked.
That played a part in the closing of
the station there in June.

DDA members have said the con-
tamination could be a turn off for
potential developers.

Sun Deer* campers are
happy campers and it's no
wonder becausc most
severely asthmatic kias are
forred to spend their
summers inaoors. At Camp
Sun Deer® asthmatic kids
ages 912 participate in

a variety of outadoor
activities, but they can't do
it without your heip. The
limitations and doubts they
face can be diminished by a
volunteer who cares. Your
participation at Camp Sun
Deer® can make all the
difference in an asthmatic
child's summer.

For more detalls contact

AMFRIC A~*n'm ASSOC TATION
OF SOTHEART MM M AN

18860 West Ten Mile Road
Southfield, MI 48075
(313) 559-5100

SDACE CONETIDUTED Dy e puDisher
& 2 pubiic service

walkway in Kellogg Park toward

MﬂinStreet,toUelntheparifur-(\

ther with the business district.

The plan recommends closing
some smaller parking lots in favor
of larger ones, to encourage motor-
ists to park and shop at more than
one store. The number of parking
spaces in the central business dis-
trict would not change, Anderson
said.

The architects are to be paid
$52,000 for their work on the
streetscape plan.

We Want to be Your Dry Cleaner

5% OF

on your next dry cleaning order

Good only on incoming orders
g}:ctuo. suedes, leathers, alterations and shir! isundry

Good Only UntH 10-4-90
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FALL 1990
MATERNITY

FASHION
SHOW

Thursday, October 4

7 p.m., Livonia

Presenting the newest ideas
maternity dressing Some
great options for business,
leisure and after-five
Shown, a rayon dress with

corporate flairr by Libra 11

Sizes PS-M- [, $132
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| Pilots trade sky for brooms

'We can prove to thi community it'™* a

L3

Ar- PUOU tridid a lay tathely
Satirday to BAK, cle,8, r,pla and
60 =bal-= It 181- W br-the hie
tato Mett-1 Airport 1, Ca,to.

More -0 1 W voliwillors *JOU
and othen -ch u Frank F.ter O1
Ltv-1 =ho juK lik- to late”
pla-, carne out demplte threatening
clo-

Tm retired and 1 come out here
to the eventng and watch, Fowler
Mid

Abley Heimbaugh, operator of
Mettetal, *aid he wu encouraged by
the support the vol unteen :howed

‘We're trylng to make thil airport
one of the best in the state, if not the
belt - in Service appearance and
commumty involvemeot,® Helm-
baugh said

11{E WORKERS hoped that their

11

viable airport.’

pa,nt bruihes .od diovels «outd belp
feod 041 a coot,over,y about Ili ther
Plymouth Tow-hip, Cantom or Dome
the airport,
ehlch U at Joy and Lilley roal
[mMmediately after the Canton
board 01 tr,tee, 11:0t down an oc¢ler

other group wall bi,

Ply,nowth Town,hip jumpdO into the
arena Offictal, are trying to get an-
other government to form w author-
tty (hat would run the airport

Tom Ranta of Uvoot, flew out of
Mettetal Airport for the fint time in
1946 "Thu airport wed to be very
busy, and | bope it gets back," Ranta

1 ucation program for airline meehan-

- Joanne Daniels

Ht,son. Cantoe r-sdemt Ton R-
te uld he had / pod feella, ab-
the atrports future

People keep unng .en.=nall
group of people here, the yoager
Rante uid It": a to€ O unall p-
pie that make a bigger comme-ity "

Kevin Kennedy of Plymooth

Township. who urned hi, flight 11-
c€me when be wu 17 Bald there'§

3014-

nolhing quite like flying

'Wheo you re up there, you're like
- little k,d

Jack Gardella of Farmingtoo Hill
sald he'd Like to - Mettetal remain
an airport becau,e it'i "a local alr
port with local people "

Joanne Daniels of Ypillanti kept
nght OO0 painting u 'be explained
her rea,ons for wanting to uve the

e21

airport —

"There': a lot of negativism. but |
think if all thoie people came out we
can prove to the communtty It™* a vi-
able airport

f .4 -4

BILL BAESLERY/,t- photogrie-

Rob Stevene culs grall with one ol two mowers prov,ded by Saxton's in Plymouth
Mitchell of Dearborm - N

ark
Helghts has flown out of Mettetal for - :
six years and keepe , poutive ato
tude that nothing 011 change

"I'm glad to see that the airport 13

going to survive | wanted to take
part " o

,9-T,
ya4a4a ... .2

21.-,1k

INMFAAONAS J KKEEININED Y a T \W\\vre A — E et

captain wbo lives in Plymouth i
Township, has plans to launch an ed-

| ics and pilots at Mettetal

BILL BAESLER/llaM photogral,ne,

Alan Farash removes signs before he paints the side of

a hanger.

Education secretary to

U S Secretary of Education Lauro
Cavazos and senatorial candidate
U.S Rep Bill Schuette will address
government students at the Canton
Little Theater at Plymouth-Canton
High School at 6 30 p.m today

Up to 300 students are expected,
so seaung will be limjted But if you
don't mind a crowd, youre welcome
to attend, said Mike McCauley, who
teaches Close Up, a Canton govern-
ment class that stresses hands-on
learrung

Bill Gretzinger who teaches Close

Candidates to

By A 01,011 B-ord

staff writer

In light of Ibe upcoming Nov 6
election, the Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerre 13 sponsoring
a series of breakfasts to meet the
candidates

They will answer prrdetermined
questions regarding the business
community, according to Fran To-
ney executive director for the
chamber The breakifiets are open
to everyone and membership in the

Up at Salem, said tudents will be
asking "some very serious questions
about education They want to find
out where he (Cavazos) is lending his
emphasis

'Kids are worried about their fu-
ture, where they'l] be going to col-
lege and what education will be like
when they, and their little brothers
and sisters, get there "

Among Cavazos' priorities are im-
proving academic standards and im-
proving teaching, Gretzinger said

Cavazos, appointed by President

Ken Martin, a Plymouth flight in- ;
structor, said four of his 10 students

use the airport for training to be- ° -
come pilots at major airlines gl he - -
oOother students learmning to ny for - - ——
pleasure
'We want a college at the airport
- make it an aviation air park." i
Kennedy said "Certainly everyone
else gets to use it "
Ajrplane mechanics ar

enn said, and once

traingd Y.can. make ;Egg)fqujeﬁqu Vi kil

airlines Kennedy said be's trymg 1o YR
encourage more women to lign up
for the mechanics positions

airpgort, " Heimbaugh said. "We ask

them to come here (Mettetal) and

scarce,

1/22.

BILL BRESLER/staff phologaph-

see what it's hke It's an open invita-
tion Robert Welsh spent Saturday painting the main hanger at Mettetal.

Visit area

George Bush, was born in King,ville
Texas in 1927 A graduate of Texas
Tech, he as the f ather of 10 children
and has been a classroom teacher
Schuette ts challenging incumbent 1
Sen Carl Ikvin in the Nov 6 elec

won

Republican gubernatorial hopeful
John Engler also may attend. e
Mc€auley said

For more information, call Tom
Tattan, executive director of second
arv education. 451 3120

share ideas over breakfast

chamber 13 not a prerequesite Re*-
ervations are needed in advance

The dates and candidates are as fol-
low

« Jahn Engler, Republican candr
date for governor will appear 8am
until 9 30 a.m on Tuesday, Oct 9, at
the Plymouth Radinon The cost ts
$ 15 and lhe event il co-sponsored by
the Livonta Chamber of Commeree

= A candidate forum will be held
from 730am until gamon Fri
day. Oct 26 at Ernesto’'s Candi-
dates present will be, for US Con

Festival core

Felicity String momber, Pat Tall Ind Donna
Koll»kie on the himm- dulcimofi,
Hutchinion on thi guitar Ind Jim Tail on thi

Renzo
Ville9O -

bass provkled Intirlainrnint during thi Ap-
plifeit Saturday in Plymouth’;

gress second district, Carl Pursell
and Elmer White, for county corn-
mlision, Susan Heintz for State Rep-
resenta U ve 36tb diIstnct, Gerald
Law and Dennis Shrewsbury. and for
State Senate, sixth distnet, Robert
Geake and Patnck Mci)onald The
cost 13;10

T—="C”UJIL__

e Gov James Blanchard will ap-

pear from 7 30 a m unul9 a m . Oct
31 at Laurel Minor The coit of the

event co-sponsored by the Livonia
Chamber of Commerce u *15
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