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Monday, December 31, 1990

By Diane Gale
staff writer
One by one seven coffins carrying
Martin 'Orco and six chil-
the fire
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Porcari read snmippets Debbie
Dell'Orco wrote about her dead chil-

Bonnie, 11: “Bonnie means sweet
and fair ome,” her mother wrote.
“She was both of these.”

Sara, 9: “She was the little mother.
Whenever the opportunity came she
would take charge of the children
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FILE PHOTO

The environment was news in 1990 in Plymouth. Above, work-
@rs remove gas storage tanks from an Amoco station at Main
Street and Ann Arbor Trial as part of a clean up. Fuel oil from
the station leaked into the ground from the station, contami-
nating the soil. The station closed in 1990,
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Wife says goodbye to husband, six children

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

Debbie Dell’Orco and family
members leave St. Thomas
A'Becket Catholic Church af-
ter ihe funeral mass, above,
At left, palibearers, including
Canton firefighters, take the
casket carrying Martin
Deil’Orco to the hearse wait-
ing in the pouring rain.

1990 brought new manager, recycling

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The biggest local news events in
1990 included a plane crash, changes
in garbage pick-up, a new Plymouth
city manager, and downtown im-
provement plan.

Environmental concerns played a
part in the closing of the longtime
Amoco station downtown. And the
year closed with city and township
officials ready to take over the oper-
ation of Mettetal Airport in Canton.

Here's a month-by-month rundown
of some news highlights for 1990:

JANUARY: A plan to build two
five-story apartment buildings near
Jack Wilcox’ downtown property
was approved by city commission-
ers. Some residents objected, but
zoning provisions allowed a 10-story
structure there. By year’s end, reno-
vation of the Wilcox house exterior
was complete, but no work had be-
gun on the apartments. Meanwhile,
the ice festival survived the usual
meltdown, and downtown shop own-

The ice festival survived the usual
meltdown, and downtown shop
owners reported business was up

during the festival.

ers reported business was up during
the festival

FEBRUARY: From four finalists
for the vacated Plymouth city mana-
ger job — including William
Graham, city finance director and
acting city manager — city commis-
sioners chose Randy Byrne, Grand
Blanc city manager. But on Feb. 27,
Byrne decided not to take the job,
after the city spent $20,000 on a can-
didate search that took three
months.

MARCH: Readings taken by Amo-
co Oil Co. showed that petroleum-
based pollutants from the service
station on Main and Ann Arbor Trail

Program turns kids on
to automobile technology

By M.B. Dillon
staff writer

What began as a in the
mind of Canton’s Ed j at a par-

ent-teacher conference at Plymouth-
Canton High School blossomed into a
one-of-a-kind learning opportunity
for industrial arts students, middle
and high school instructors, and ad-
ministrators this semester.
“Most schools 1 go into, the first
I head is the auto " saild
an engineering/ spe-
clalist with the Cadillac division of
General Motors.

ANTED TO see wha

“1Tw t they
bad, and what they needed” at Cen-

tennial Educational Park, said
Romej, whose daughter is a ninth-
grader at Canton. While talking that
evening with auto instructor G2orge
Bachman, Romej learned that like
many schools, CEP finds the eo:.d
keeping pace with technology to be a
formidable roadblock in teaching
students about industry.

With the hunch that GM could be

coordinator, Mike Copeland,
a Canton resident and a 1974

CEP graduate.
With support from Cadillac,
Romej and Copeland drafted a pilot
program designed to acquaint ste-

Please turn to Page 2

had leaked into sewers..In Califor-
nia, the FBI arrested Michael
Shields of Plymouth for writing
threatening letters to actress
Stephanie Zimbalist of TV's “Rem-
ington Steele.” The city commission
named two new finalists for the city
manager job: Steve Walters, North-
ville city manager, and Gordon
Jaeger, former Battle Creek’' city

manager.

APRIL: City commissioners
picked Jaeger as new Plymouth city
manager. Two businessmen pro-
posed a teen club for the vacant
Farmer Jack supermarket on Main
Street as city officials urged the
supermarket chain to better main-

tain the site, or sub-lease it. The
teen-club proposal was not pursued,
and by year’s end the site still stood
vacant.

ideas to improve the Kellogg Park
fountain, in response to a Plymouth
Observer contest.

storage unit at Stow
Storage on Ann Arbor Road. A §1
bag-tag program to deal with rising
garbage dumping costs in the city
won initial approval from city com-
missioners. A Baltimore, Md. firm
signed an agreement to locate a re-
tirement home at the St. John's sem-

inary site in Plymouth Township, but

Please turn to Page 2

Plymouth-Canton students inspect one of the donated cars.
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Students check out the cars.

Continued from Page 1
the Catholic church later scrapped
the deal and entered into a new sale
agreement with a yet unnamed firm.
JULY: City Commissioner John
Vos called for a review of the city’s
cobtract with Omnicom Cablevision,
as some residents of bad

complained
™ Amoco Oil Co. agreed
u-mmm
owner
tamination
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oil contamina- OCTOBER: Some lo resi-
dents on Roe Street said they

for their safety and belongings, as

America announced future plans to
build a mosque, schools and other fa-
cilities in Plymouth Township.
NOVEMBER: State Rep. Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth, was re-elected by

Toro snow blower
taken from garage

The serial number of the
snowblower is 0578796, according to
the police report.

TIRES SLASHED: Two tires on
the driver’s side of a 1990 Chevy Ca-
valier were discovered slashed at 8
a.m. Christmas Eve, the car owner
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Fred Hill and others organized the
first “Plymouth Thanksgiving” cele-
bration for Kellogg Park. The state
;iepartment of treasury found that
-former city manager Henry Graper
owed the city $10,532. City commis-
sioners said the amount owed to the
city was closer to $5,000.

Observers speculated that Plymouth
Township could be the site for a new
Tiger Stadium. A majority of Plym-
outh city commissioners said they’d
join Plymouth township in forming a
governing board to run Mettetal Air-
port, and would likely vote to join
that board in January. Some resi-
dents objected to the plan, saying it
could cost taxpayers’ money.

[Beaas— e — S EETE

crime watch

told police.

Damage to the car, parked on
Tavistock, was estimated at $250.

DRUNK DRIVING: Police arrest-
ed eight people on drinking and driv-
ing related charges in the city and
township from Dec. 21-26, according
to police reports.

filed with police.

|

Toyler * Windser + Stanley

| @ WaAnNicURIST WANTED

| Rekis™**

27716 7 Mile Rd., 2 Blocks West of inkster
Mon.-Tues.-Thurs. ONLY OPEN TUES. & FRI. EVENINGS Expires 1-12-81
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HAPPY NOLIDAYS FROM "

Wart st

TAYLOR DOOR CO.

«Trapp - E2-Li0

Chambarisin * Lift-Matfor - Gonio
SALES « INSTALLATION + SERVICE - PARTS
Visit Us Or Call
For A Free Estimate
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mmma Program fuels interest in cars

FILE PHOTO

Recycling became a key word in the vocabulary of Plymouth
residents during 1990. Above, Jay Johnson, left, and Ryan
Kramer, right, collect newspapers.

LEARN TO

CUBA
DIVE

The Great Escape Of The 90s

-~ Sign Up Now—
Novi/Plymouth Area Livonia/F armington Northville/Livonia
Feb. 25th Area Area
10:00 am-2:00 pm Jad. 8th Jan. 7th

6:30 pm-10:30 pm

HIGH SCHOOL YWCA HIGH SCHOOL
Saturdays Tue. & Thur. Mondays
o =va om [ Going On vacation? |
High School SNORKELING PACKAGE I
’69.95
Mask, Fins & Snorkel
" For Information Call:
® 477'7333
PADI DON’S DIVE SHOP _
5§ STAR 29480 10 Mite Ra.
DIVE CENTER Just West of Micdiebent

It's Time To Give Your
Old Carpet The Boot.

That old carpet has seen better days. You need a carpet tough
enough to stand up to your family, yet priced to fit your budget.
And with these standards, Wear-Dated® Carpet is a shoe-in.

Come in and walk all over a Wear-Dated Carpet today. The carpet’s
beauty will last for years. But our sale will only last a few weeks,

After Christmas Sale From Dec. 31 - Jan. 2, 1991

WAS NOW
................................ 26.50 yd.  *23.00 yd.
............................................ *21.00 yd.
................................ 24.00 yd.  *22.00 yd.
............................................... *23.95 yd *21.00 yd.
............................................... 23.25yd.  *20.00 yd.
TIPSl TWAIt .ol oecssisissosapeporsessonses '22.00 yd. *19.95 yd.

Open M, T, Th F 998

ACCURATE FLOOR COVERIN

44555 IOY Rd. (at S.W. comer of Sheldon)

454-4140

WEAR-DATED
CARPET

Go ahead, walk all over us.
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Holidays bring mixed emotions
1-A Livonia pilot's family worries

Chi.00."Carr
Inth. Gull

Redford parents tell of fears

S-Mi and Ronald Carr of Red-
ford To-hip are "frightened to
death.”

Christopher Carr, 20, the eldest 01
the couple's three ,om. 1, Itatiooed
with the Army in the Per,ian Gulf u
part of Operation Daert Shield

The elder Cam fear for his wel-

fare

*We're frightened about (Iraqi) bi-
ological capability,” Ronald Carr ex-
plains- 'Ibe gas guit, can't keep out
biological agent, Only d=lical
agenti Thisicarel #

Un the one hand ve - the need
On the other hand, ume Bomeooe

el-"son

Westland woman ‘cried a lot’

| cried a lot | abiolutely hate it'

That .U the to-the-point com-
ment by Sherryl Morris when asked
how - got throigh Christma, Day
dile her Marine reiervilt hu:band.
Sidq, was on kil way to the far
-t for apicial training u part of
Operatioo De,ert Shield

But the We,tland woman admitted
tlit th- lon, 19, and daughter, 16,
I®em to be t.king Morris' at»ence
oK

Morris left three week, ago for
California with his Martne unit

"l cao't believe rm go,ng through
all tNX" sald Mn Morr married
to her hemb- for 21 yean

Milis™i 'O0".1,"

Joining the rmervel was her h-
band's choice and "that's what he

likes doing," she maid

She added that while her husband
in depre-ed at being away from the
family, "but not u much u | am.”

On Christmas Day, Mn. Morris
spent the day with her family, but
they stayed away from me"

lleft early and came borne, but it
eam't the Eame,"” Ehe maid

Something wu mining"

A coastant reminder O1 her h-
band'* abience 1, a familiar lar,
yellow ribbon tied to a tree outside
the Wayne Road Big Boy Restaurant

where she works

Carr, a Michigan native, met and
married wife S-Mi in 1963, while
stationed in Korea

"Very looely," said SumMi of her
eldest Bon's abience

Chris, a 19 graduate of Redford
Union High where he wa, a
swimmer and wrestler, enlisted in
the Army the December after gradu-
ation

-This is the lecood time he isgooe
for the holidays Lait year he w- in
Panama This is the lecood year ina
row | min him- But | Zoe- you
have todo what you ha. to do.”

Chris 1, alio mined by brothers
Alex. 18, and J-00, 10 -The only
thing | -h b for my Wi brother to
come home,"” Jason recently told his

mother

Sklly Merri
Marine W mi-O

Christmas different for wife

It'8 not the lame,"” Kim Rlchar

She wn talking about her first
Chriltmal In five yean O1 marriage
without her husband, William, a Ma-
rine re,enist who left home Dec 10
for ipecial training- part O(Opera-
lim Deiert Shield. Hb -t will
eventually be shipped from Califor-
nia toth,far e-

Mr,Richar ald thet her drist-
mas b different flum other military
famille' WwWhoe, h././. or som
were <hippid over.-

Onemajor re-om *that their two
children are toe T./ to reall-
what'§ happening

Family misses local Marine

"We worry abit himand mimenot ed before enteriN Plymouth Salim
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High School He graduted from Sa-
term 10 Jaaetm

ne Mar who ent-d th 1.-

b a MII* 1-- cporal -tio-d ke a year 81* b in a holboop*
h 10:* Ar:lia u put 01 Operatioe quidron
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T Kirm a ailm. lek-

Sinith, the -O O1 Mr aid Mn
Jam- Smith, al.-aketh. and

H. cath .me a-t tvw- a

JL ./ m. 4 1l/mi /*1. for ..aad "rib"' frill//1. .41
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The Richard: have a»moothold
daughter and 1-mooth-old ma *on

just a few weeke before the fatilr'i

unit .U activated

Rkhar* a platooo urgeant, and
his wile ari both pdlatis 01 Vilt
High School in Garden Clty

I have b- OOc¢U ploae call
from him every few days,"aid Mn
Rkhar* who | a *mer "pt
mentitive for the Auto Club 01 Micki-

San

SI* and their two chilic= leat
Chrblmal Eve with Mr Rkjarim

family with Qmtmas Day :piet
with her family

O-gih, Bmia
«4-O1L"imli.

Bob Ko-,1,1,1
-

1*11

Kilth Liv#*: 1.3-7 hold H li D-re *ul I-,het *uilili
H <3 Pl e NN —— 3 s B —

te(.1p’'l 1. tor-Id/- te 7." /-—-te" d. 1II/PriRR

Cope . I.——ill.7-4_1lil.

OD'laretry——tul”

.th. O O1L -al.
for

OO'M
Tubho-—

thorn cope with th" Goi- Ili h «9 41-,-0 "

The movement of troope lo 8-dl Arabil -d tho
activation O1 n'lI'*.8 - .Wgnment ovin'll
haidisrupted miny local famIN- Here he
suburbanit- doictibed how thol copld de«1<0
the Ch-,mal hoadly with thek *li,## mon,Don

,—A—rm, L

Bob Kowalk 31, am Air Force pi-
lot. i; pirt 01 the Operatiom De-t
Shield force, in the Peraa Gill and
hi,Uvo- parent*ere worried

"We'm very coaees-d." maid
Bob's mother Nancy Kovabl 01-
and h-band Bob': f-limp abot
their eldest ='s military participe-
tion in the Middle Eut

“rm allo alittle nerve- a-t the
stuatioe Not too happy aboet il 8/
| gue- #th proyer ami ev,ythin,-
you develop faith that thip will
turm - —al

Bob, a 1977 gradate O1 Live-
Churchill High who completed *-
les at Western Michigan University
in 1981, joined the Air Force light

"IN .O A capt. . O1. tank.

aircrafti

la lett.=home to. p.-1.....

writ- O1 1011*in- - =e=tainty.
-Th .-t putbaot An.lowill
t.tblot. Ukappe'™ ..rote’

oae receat letter

Iti imrtant, N./7 10/£.1
*okeep.'emoral, 010>
bo,ov—_ 44949040 .-C
ter,” li b, writ-—a Bob tiot€
tiweetimes weekly dic, lli arriva}
in the Gill In tate October.

h .Pite O1 Bob' able'loe -ini
the boailayg le Ki).val:W kome wa,
aot empty Th- are fir othi
-It chUdren -ad three Badchil€

I=- additi=I. BobY bri,h O1 M.
m=thi, Barbira, O1 Califoraia;
Pilr"oOO0O a ric- a4.lt 1. —a—
Livoeia h./.1

Saks Fifth Avenue

IS open

New Yeafs Day
with storewide

savings of

1/3 to 1/20no#

Int PrK es

Also find special values throughout the store
on merchandise that's both timeless and timely.
For some of the best buys of the new year,
shop Saks Fifth Avenue tomorrow,
New Year's Day, in boy from 11 to 6; k

and in Fairlane from 12 to 6. =

*Thel m hae been in,m,daer pnre *Wom on *ome * --
Ins pnor 1001,5 da,0.,,ir * /im#:ed *dection /<fi/lab*

New Year'§ Day

Register for *1,000
SHOPPING SPREE

11 to 6 in TROY

* Gt

2

New Year's Day -:
Register for '500
SHOPPING SPREE :
12 to 6 in FAIRIANE 1

mml

- EGome,- Aeal,lll...Coo#*t k.v.*. beeCHID-hm



