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By Diane Gale
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After Jean and John Zoda's flag was stolen on
President's Day, they replaced Old Glory with a
message on a bedsheet

It says: “On this spot, Old Glory flew. Our pa
triotism in full view, Presidents Day: Flag Stolen
Away We'll miss you Red, White and Blue."

The black-and-green message was a traffic
stopper for folks traveling past the couple’s
house on Leeann Lane on Tuesday

‘They stole our flag, but they can’t steal our
patriotism,” said Jean Zoda

THE THEFT WAS discovered about 5 30 pm
Monday by John Zoda
“He was going to take down Old Glory for col

Travis, 3, and Tyler, 13 months, watch their mom, Jean Zoda, staple a bed sheet to the family’s garage on Leeann.

Flag stolen, but not family’s patriotism

They believe the theft was a prank played by
teenagers

‘My husband was angry at first,” Jean Zoda
said. “We're terribly, terribly disappointed that
someone would stoop so low as to steal a flag
We hope that they will display it with the patriot-
ism that we felt for the flag and for the country.”

Jean and John Zoda both served in the US
Navy, and the oversized nylon flag was a
momento from John Zoda's military days

‘We're terribly disappointed,” she said. “You
know that teens will probably put it in their bed-
rooms or give it to their boyfriends, or something
stupid like that

The bedsheet will come down when the Zodas
find a suitable flag to replace the old one. In the
meantime, she said: “They won't steal the patri-
otism from our hearts

She held her son Tyler, 13 months, with her

BiLL BRESLER/staM photographr

other son, Travis, 3, trailing behind Tuesday af-
ternoon as she stapled the bedsheet to the frame
of the garage Three pins decorated her jacket
lapel. One pin was of the American flag Another
had yellow ribbons and said: " "Til they all come
home” and the third said: “United States of
America Operation Desert Storm

THE ZODAS aren't the only ones displaying
patriotic colors

Other signs are seen throughout the township

Neighborhoods are lined with large yellow rib-
bons, flags are everywhere and businesses have
launched various support campaigns

Canton’s police department employees are
wearing flag pins Yellow bows stream from
squad cars and insignias of troops serving in Op l
eration Desert Storm are on decals stuck to the |
squad car doors |
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Divers find showmobilers’
bodies; thin ice gave way

By Gerald Frawley
staff writer

I'he bodies of a Plymouth man and
brother missing since Satur
day when their snowmobiles went
through the i1ce on a Livingston
(C'ounty lake near Brighton
recovered Monday

Hamburg chief Robert
Krichke said divers recovered the
bodies of Bradley Vargo. 34, Plym
outh. and Gregory Vargo, 33, River
at1015am

his

were

police

vView

The brothers, along with a third
man, were riding snowmobiles on
Strawberry Lake when they plunged
through the ice shortly before 10
pm , Krichke said “One of them, a
Hamburg (Township) resident, was
fortunate enough to land on a sand
bar

The third man was able to get out
of the water and call police, but po
lice were unable to find the others
during the night Livingston County
sheriff deputy divers arrived on the
scene early Sunday and located the
snowmobiles, but were unable to
find the bodies, Kritchke said

Ice in that part of the lake is nev
er very thick because it has the
Huron River flowing through it,” he
said, adding that the ice where the
three broke through was about one
inch thick

‘Ice in that part of the lake is never
very thick because it has the Huron
River flowing through it.’

— Robert Krichke
Hamburg police chief

He said Strawberry Lake isn't a
popular lake for snowmobilers and
ice fishers because it rarely freezes
solid because of the river current
There were several open water
tracts near the spot where the broth
ers went through

Krichke said with the recent tem
perature swings, most of the local
people avoid being on the |ake

CONDITIONS ON the lake at the
time of the accident were poor, he
said, adding "It was snowing and
wind was blowing they probably
didn't know where they were on the
lake

Six divers spent four hours in the
water on Sunday and nearly one hour
on Monday before recovering the
bodies, dive team leader Sgt Fred
Devine said

Devine said the bodies were recov
ered about 75 yards from the snow

mobiles The bodies had been swept
along by the current before coming
to a rest on the lake floor 1n 18 feet
of water, Devine said

Services for Bradley Vargo and
his brother were to be held today
Thursday, Feb 21 at 930 am from
the Jarzembowski Funeral Home
18957 W Warren, with burial at Our
L.ady of Hope cemetery

Bradley Vargo is survived by his
wife, Bernadette, and son Jonathon
W . father, Walter, and mother, Pa
tricia, brother, Jeffrey (Sharon), sis
ter, Cheri, and father- and mother
in-laws, Arthur and Delphine Rut
kowski

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Jonathon W Vargo
Trust Fund Gregory Vargo is sur
vived by his father, Walter, his
mother, Patricia, his brother, Jef
frey (Sharon), and his sister, Cheri

|

Airport JOA

up for

vote;

no date se

By Kevin Brown
and Gerald Frawiley
staff writers

City of Plymouth residents will
get a chance to vote on Mettetal
Airport, but the date of that elec-
tion is uncertain.

The Mettetal question will go on
the August primary ballot, or a
special election will be set earlier,
according to Ron Lowe, city attor-
ney

Petitions signed by 1,136 people
seeking a charter amendment call-
ing for a vote on Mettetal Airport
were presented to the city on Mon-
day

‘It's fallen between two legal
areas,” he said, adding that the pet-
itioners needed the signatures of 5
percent of the registered voters to

put the issue on the ballot, and 20 ‘
percent of the voters to call for a |
special election ‘

He said he will consult lawyers |
for Plymouth Concerned Citizens
about a date for the election, but
said he expects to seek a ruling |
from the state Attorney General's |
office

City Clerk Linda Langmesse
has 45 days to check the signatures
She said 360 valid signatures are
needed

The citizen group is opposed to
the formation of a joint operating |
agreement between Plymouth
Township and the city of Plymouth
that would them to buy Mettetal |
Airport in Canton

Please turn to Page
-

Mayor strikes back,
defends airport stand |

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Plymouth’s Mayor Dennis Bila
on Monday struck back at citizens
seeking to recall him and five other
commissioners over the Mettetal
Airport issue, saying “I am not in
anyone’s back pocket.”

Bila’s comments followed the
citizens’ comment portion of the
city commission meeting agenda,
when city resident Ken Wheeler
suggested that a referendum could
put to rest tension resulting from
the commission vote to join a gov-
erning board to run Mettetal

As petition signatures favoring a
binding vote on the issue were sub-
mitted to the city clerk Wednesday,
Bila said. "I'm going to recom-
mend that the city clerk and city
attorney validate these petitions as
quickly as possible so the city can't
be accused of dragging its feet

And I will do everything in my
power to implement the vote that
comes out. whether it's against the
airport or for the airport. ™

He then addressed the recall ef

Dennis Bila
Plymouth mayor
fort against himself and four other
commissioners

‘I've had to have myv son repre
sent me as if | was some kind of |
criminal.” Bila said his voice ris
ing with emotion

Please turn to Page .

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer

The home office

Lois Wolte-Morgan of Plymouth Township gets some work
done on the computer at her home office. For many peo-
ple, working at home offers a great deal of flexibility and
freedom. For the story, see Page 1B of today's Suburban

Life section.
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Plymouth Coacerned Citizens
falled to list the organization
named at the top and bottom of the
petitions, causing the city to reject
them

Lowe has said that if the charter
amendment is passed, it's unclear
if it could stop the city-township ef-
fort to operate the airport.

James Romszek, the attorney
representing Plymouth Concerned
Citizens, has said a citywide vote
on the charter amendment “hope-
fully would be held before acquisi-
tion of the property.”

Romzek filed a motion to have
Wayne County Circuit Court judge
Richard Kaufman reconsider a
Feb. 6 ruling refusing to issue an

the two manicipalities
from moving ahead on plans to ac-

quisition.

Without that consent, the motion
argues, the acquisition and opera-
tion of the airport can’t go forward.

ty voters to decide airport issue

Lawyers for the city and the
township argued they could ignore
the community airport act, and
rely on the Michigan Aeronautics
Code, which does not require the
assent of the community

According to the motion, the
court adopted neither argument
Instead, the court ruled the two
acts were similar and no distine-
tion needed to be made

Romzek’s motion argues the two
acts are not compatible.

Plymouth Concerned Citizens

has maintained that the city com-
mission didn’t follow the wishes of
Plymouth citizens when it voted
last month to buy the airport

Bill McAninch of the citizens
group said the group plans to file
revised recall petitions against five
commissioners who voted to join
the airport governing board. Recall
petitions filed earlier this month
with the county elections commis-
sion were rejected because the lan-
guage was unclear

Mayor strikes back,
defends airport stand

Continued from Page 1 _

tentioned than mine.”

“T've had to explain to my par-
ents that I didn't do anything
wrong, I didn’t misa te any
funds, I hadn't done anything
wrong.”

Saying his decisions as mayor
were geared to the citizens’ best in-
trests, he also struck out at airport
opponents, some of whom are seek-
ing the recall, for holding that
“their intentions are more well-in-

Recall petitions against the may-
or and four other commissioners
were rejected last week by the
county elections commission,
which ruled statements on the peti-
tions were untrue. Plymouth Con-
cerned Citizens, the group is seek-
ing the recall, plans to file revised
petitions.

Also named as recall targets are
commissioners John Vos, Ron
Loiselle, Mayor Pro-Tem Ralph
(Jack) Kenyon and James Jabara.

i§

/ Back in the summer, Mark Dalton
was sitting in the back yard while his
tjro sons, Matthew, 4, and Anthony,
2, were playing. Also present was
Dalton’s cousin, Marine Sgt. Kevin
Russ.

Naturally, the discussion turned to
events of the Persian Gulf.

‘Patriotic Man’
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‘We’re donating our time and our
efforts and our personal money from

these tapes.’

— Ron Miadjan

“My cousin turned to me and said,
“How would you feel if your boys
were going over there?” recalled
Dalton, who lives in Allen Park.

The thought stuck with the musi-

WWWW-FM and WSDS-AM along
with Armed Forces Radio, and has
sold 500 of the 1,100 copies made.

Lyrics of the song are rather

cian. So much so, Dalton got togeth-
er with his collaborator Ron Mladjan
of Livonia to write “Patriotic Man,”

cassette single and is available at
Rick Allen Music in Westland and
Qitfiddler in Northville. Profits
from sales of the tape will be given
td support groups for families with
tfoops overseas.

' Already, “Patriotic Man” has
réceived air play on country stations

: The United Way for Southeastern

Michigan will a photo-

straight-forward, directed to those
who have loved ones serving over-
seas:

‘“He heard the call for duty/and he
chose to serve his land/He has made

~his own decision/He has chpsen (he

will always be my boy) to be a man.”

“It's nothing about the war, sand
or bombs,” said Mladjan, who is a
1977 graduate of Livonia Franklin
High School. “It's a patriotic song
rather than a political one.

“THE SONG is made to soothe the
parents.”

Photo show focuses on

The exhibit, titled “Give a Little
Piece of Your Heart,” features the

Dalton and Mladjan set up shop at

the Gibraltar Trade Center to sell
“Patriotic Man” along with other

Support the Troops memorabilia,
such as T-shirts, sweat shirts and
badges.

A good deal of their time is also
spent visiting family support groups
in the area. Both are quick to point
out that proceeds from the sale of
“Patriotic Man” go directly to the
individual organizations.

“It’s important to make us look
like we're not capitalizing off of
this,” Mladjan said. “We're donating
our time and our efforts and our per-
sonal money from these tapes.

“Our main goal is to get a record
contract, not to make money off of

people

The photographs show ‘“people
helping people” throughout the

Park Place.

‘ premiere
graphic exhibit March 4-11 at Laurel

fessional photographers.

photographic works of 28 area pro-

ties area.

The University of Michigan Health Centers

Steve Koeff, M.
Paula Schlesinger, M.D

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Lauren Zoschnick, M.D

Meri Beth Kennedy, RN, M S
Ob/gyn nurse clinician

Complete health The centers have laboratory  All health center physicians
care services for and X-ray facilities, evening are on staff at the U-M
il and Saturday hours, plenty hospitals which provides you
your fam y of free parking and they're with immediate access
open to the public. Most to the U-M Medical Center's
major insurances are seven hospitals and 110
accepted. specialty clinics
New patients In Plymouth In Northville
,w;k . Internal Medici
niments nternal Medicine Internal Medicine
:’p'e Randall Brand, M.D Judith Behn, M. D
o 3 Christopher Goodman, M.D Christopher Goodman, M.D
U tod Kate Maddox, RN.C M S Kate Maddox. RN.C_ . MS
ca. ay Adult nurse practitioner Adult nurse practitioner
Pediatrics Pediatrics

Susan Laurent. M DD
Paula Schlesinger, M.D

Obstetrics & Gynecology

Jane Nicholson, M.D

Amy Tremper, M.D

Meri Beth Kennedy, RN.. M S
Ob/gyn nurse clinician

University of Michigan

MCARE

9398 Lilley Road
459-0820 ext. 101

Heqlth Centers

650 Griswold
344-1777 ext.505

Wayne, Oakland and Macomb coun-

'Patriotic Man.' "’

Although the song was released
three days after the Persian Gulf
war started, “Patriotic Man" was
written around Thanksgiving. Both
Dalton and Mladjan (who goes by the
stage name Ronnie J. Young) per-
formed as part of a trio for several
years.

During the past few years, they
have been performing private func-
tions such as weddings.

ON “PATRIOTIC Man,” Dalton
sings the lead vocals in addition to
playing 12-string guitar. Mladjan
provides backing vocals, keyboards,
acoustic guitar and bass.

‘Pat Patton of Westland performs
on lead guitar and Rick Jones of Lin-
coln Park helps out on drums and
backing vocals.

Response to “Patriotic Man” has
been extremely positive among sup-
port groups and radio listeners. The
number received a 94 percent rating
based on listener response on

WWWW-FM's “Hit or Miss” seg-
ment.

But the most important reply
came from Saudi Arabia where Dal-
ton’s cousin is stationed.

Said Dalton: “‘He told me, ‘If you
ever want to see 40 grown men cry

prices starting at

79

twin/each piece

Sincel®33

firm opens

has established an office in Suite 425
at the Seven Mile Crossing complex,
38701 Seven Mile east of I-275 in
Livonia.

rary employees in the western sub-
urbs of Livonia, Novi, Plymouth,
Northville, Garden City, Westland,
Redford and Dearborn Heights.

of the Livonia office.

office automation personnel, secre-
tarial and clerical workers. Dynam-
ic also provides staffing services and
special project services.

Canton land
value goes up

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Canton’s property values went up
an average 5 percent this year, the
third lowest rate in Wayne County

Property owners in Detroit and
Highland Park received the lowest
increases in the county, according to
George McEachran, county equaliza-
tion director

Each subdivision in Canton was
assessed individually based on prop-
erty sales, Canton’s assessor, Glenn
Shaw Jr, told the board of trustees
Tuesday night.

Assessments in some areas, like
Canton's northwest quadrant, will go
up as high as 10 percent.

Residents in other subdivisions,
like McIntyre Gardens and Cavalier
Village North, both in the Ford and
Sheldon area, will see no assessment
changes or possibly a slight reduc-
tion.

Final figures will be complete this
week, said John McLenaghan, an ap-
praiser for a private firm that does
work on a contract basis for Canton.

Last year the average assessment
increase in Canton was 10 percent.

New houses in Canton last year, on
average, sold for between $135,000
and $150,000, Shaw said. The aver-
age sale price for existing houses
was $85,000.

Assessments must be half of mar-
ket value and are the base to which
tax rates are applied to determine
how much taxes are paid.

It's a good news, bad news story,
trustee Elaine Kirchgatter said.
Someone selling a house would wel-

come the value increase, however,

Employee
Dynamic Temporary Services Inc.

The new office will assign tempo-

Alberta Muzzin is owner/manager

Dynamic specializes in placing

Consumer Information Catalog.

Free Federal

} Puebl 3do 81009

ept

Assessments in some
areas . . . will go up as
high as 10 percent.

taxpayers face higher rates.

Despite a weak esconomy, Shaw
said, Canton’s house sale perform-
ance last year remained strong
About 1,500 houses soid.

The assessment iscreases will
show up on the summer tax bills. No-
tices of the increases will be mailed
Monday

Property owners who plan to ap-
peal should arm themselves with do-
cumentation.

Property owners who believe their
assessment reflects more than $0
percent of true market value should
find out how much houses in their

neighborhood recently sold for, ask a .
real estate agent to do a market *
lysis or get a professional appra- -
]

isal.

Appeals also can be based on hard-
ship. Documentation includes a copy
of last year’s income tax form, unu-
sual medical bills or a death certifi-
cate of a spouse.

Residents who wish to appeal their
taxes can go to the board of review
which meets 9 am. to noon and 1-5
p.m. March 6; 9 am. to noon and 1-5
p-m. March 7; 1-4 p.m. and 5-9 p.m.

March 11; 9 am. to noon and 14

p-m. March 12 and 1-4 p.m. and 5-9
p.m. March 13. The board meets in
the township administration build-
ing.

Call the assessor’s office at 981-
1211 for more information.
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Great day to buy America's No
mattress. while we have stock at the old
prices. Beat the price rise and start to enjoy

ache from sleeping on a 100-sof mattress

Buy Now! Before prices go up

ALL 1990 STYLES MUST GO
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Bag- tag plan trims trash total

Dy Ke- ..M

= T T T

™ _tul pro,ram -ned U
£*©ember -u Ippe* to IN:ILY
the amelilt 01 prbage the clty had
EQI pay to kive hauled off to a land

And thate Just what s happening

. city garbage halled to landfill In
January eas more thao 59 percent
less than the average amount hauled
off each month before the bag Lag
program naMed

Discuistons are occurring «!th
the contractor (Arbor Hills Landfill
in Salem Townihip) in an effort to
negotiate a lower fixed rate," City
Manager Gordon Jaeger reported
last week

There ts al=, some hope of ob-
raining a lower landfill disposat fee

he taid

The before bag tag monthly aver

Fan Hahn, a Clllt

of Plym
toe city's récyc }{ar.

g cen

ale colct/ wa- wa, 1 IM cubt
yar* Jae,ir ruportid compared
W u. '€11-1 U. yar' 11 January
€Perau- b..m Fa m
co=lect- -!'th dorcemell U

.en Jaeger,ald

WHILE SOME obierven predict
ed a rwal 01 re,dents dumping traih
to co,nmercul dumpiten to avold
the 01 per bag dispomal fee As/tot
ant City Manaler Paul Sincock u Ad

We ve had surveillance, we haven't
noticed any illegal dumping, no com
plaints

ANd while some bustnes; owner,
were wary of the commission s ac
tion to end the city-run collection of
commercial garbage in January
thereby forcing businesses to con
tract with private garbage haulers

Jaeger said. Withdrawing from
thts program and opening it up to
competition has also been relatively

smooth

PLAST\1

Thi bilore bag-tag monthly average
collected waste wai 1,438 cubic yards
compared to tho actual 588 yards in

January.

Sincock recalled only one instance
of city officials stepping in to help a
group of businesies find a private
contractor to take their garbage

Midwestern Sanitation will be
providing a metered compactor in
the Fleet Street area in a few
months Jaeger said. to help busi
nesses compact trash going into
dumpsters

Asa reduction in collected trash

would ind,cate. u,e of the recycling

a—a -,

g pro-

percent.

Residents fight new sub

My Diane GIN
*aff writer

Residents on large lots in north-
west Canton are fighting a proposed
subdivision they say doesn't meet
neighborhood standards

The area bounded by Warren,
liyde, Beck and Ridge roads ts zoned
rural residential which allows one
house for every five acres

However Canton Township offi
c ials have received plans from de-
veloper Joe Bloch of Southfield for a
subdivision with two houses on each
ac're (‘anton's mabter plan, a blue-
print c,f future development calls
for half-acre lots

But the residents who live on the
two-, four-, five- and even 10-acre
luts in the area known for its woods,

Beeks and wildlife are signing peti
lions in an attempt to block Bloch's
proposed project

This 11 an extremely unique area
with larger lots and larger homes
raid Phvihs Johnson She moved
with her husband William and two
children to a house on Chesire six
months ago

At the time we were making our
investment we were assured by the
<ownghip that it was large tot zon

Nng ' che gaid It's a shame that

with most communities in the metro-
poljun area. when they develop they
develop to the density that appears
to be all concrete with one building
on top of another

We're not against development
Progress has to happen But do you
have to turn the whole countrv into

concrete’

ABOUT 120 residents signed pen
lions that said theY want to limit the
number of houses to preserve the
character of the land

The petition claims the develop-
ment will destroy the rural feel of
the area and lower propert> values
It cites increased population as the
cause

The petition also sald residents
didn t invest in the area t, then have
a subdivision located nearh>

-The existing land use plan has
not tastefully matched the character
of the existing use of the land locat
ed south of Gyde Road Wr respect
fully abk your conhi,irration to hear
the residents due to the ver=- large
Investments the> have made in their
homes for manv vran the petition
said

Residrnts have an alternative 10
Bloch 4 plan Rezone one-quarter
mile #4-*rt of Beck to two units per

acre and the remaining three-quar-
ter mile east of Ridge Road to one
unit per acre, the petition said

Bob Shefferly. Canton planning
commissioner and board member,
said 1 want to go along with the
master land use plan. because that's
what we actually planned on There
would have to be a real good reason
for me to change my mind "

Dave Nicholson, Canton planner,
said it was unlikely Canton trustees
w-111 change the master plan designa
tion of two units for every acre

We spent a lot of time going over
the master plan and we considered
this vi'init>- at great length.” Nichol-
son said

The (‘fanton Planning Commission
15 scheduled to hold a public hearing
for the rezoning at 730 p m March 4
in the township administration build-
inK The planning commission will
make d recommendation to the Can-
ton board of trustees which will

make the final decision

The 1,;sue is bigger than Just our
neighborhood/ Johnson saul [*ve]

opment is *-reeping farther west and
farther north | do believe local of
ficial.4 try to listen to residents But

we have to wonder who has more

clout developers or residents™.

- Godr on Jaeger
City manager

center behind city hall u up some
Sincock sald

1 think the next change you Il lee
u curb-ude recycling. hopefully
sometime thls year, he uid

I'nlike ul Plymouth Township

where recycling u mandatory Sin
rock Laid residents would not be re

quired to put out recyclables He
sald the city 11 e][amining the ccit of
such a program

BILL BRESLER/it.M photographe,

uet}rgy\/(\:/ﬁrﬁléearhg%qgIgt%y,r;ek\)/gsdg%pers at gram have cut the amount of trash generated in the city by 59
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Rebecca Johnson of Plymouth made her first visit to the recy-

cling center on Tuesday.
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ANN ARBOR
410 N Four* Ave. 4liC
a Kerrytown Shop
(313)668-4818

BIRMINGHAM
2 44 S Hunte, Rivo 48009
South 2,1 Mar,l
£3131440357 Z

SOUTHFIELD
26026 W 12 Mlle Ad 48(144

West of Telegraph
(313) 352+1530
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Phyllis Johneon holds petilion, to curtail a pro¢)0O«ed subdivision in northwest Canton. She'l
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