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Silent auction

How would you like to treat
yourself and three people you love
to lunch with Ernie Harwell; a
first-row seat at a Pistons’ game; a
private suite at the Palace to see
the Moscow Circus or a three-night
stay in Las Vegas?

You can bid on such pleasures
and benefit a local school at the
same time.

New Morning School will stage
its 15th annual auction, The Great
Escape — a Tropical Adventure, 5
p-m. to.midnight Saturday, March
23, at the Hellenic Cultural Center,
36375 Joy Road in Westland.

Featured will be a live auction
by Dan Stall Inc., silent and super
silent tables, a buffet dinner with
open bar and a late snack.

Tickets are $45 per person.
Corporate tables are available.
Registration is required.

For information and tickets, call
420-3331.

Take a bow

Kudos to the Canton and Salem
High School Science Olympiad
teams and science coordinator
Jerry Morris. The teams qualified
for state competition at the Wayne
County regional March 2. Canton
took first and Salem finished
second among 15 teams.

State competition will be April
13 at Michigan State University.

A team consists of 15 students
who compete in 21 events testing
science skills. Events included
Balancing Equations, Bridge
Building, Physics Lab Designer
Genes and Tic Toc.

Memorial
design contest

A design contest is under way
for the the Canton Veterans'
memorial.

The memorial will encompass
all branches of the service
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
and Coast Guard. All wars and
conflicts will be commemorated

General landscaping and site
design should be included in your
entry. The memorial likely will be
60 feet in diameter

Outgoing mayor: ‘I let people down’

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

After serving six years on Plym-
outh’s city commission — the last
two as mayor — you'd suspect
Dennis Bila would have some good
feelings about his tenure.

But on Friday, two days after re-
signing, Bila described his mood as
“a feeling of sadness.

“It's a feeling that I let people
down. I wasn’t able to keep the com-
mission together,” he said, during
the ongoing controversy over the
city’s involvement in Mettetal Air-

port.

Since resigning, “Only one com-
missioner called me — Jerry Vor-
va,” Bila said Friday.

But while he’ll no longer be joining
Vorva and other commissioners at
their bi-weekly meetings, Bila said
he'll have more free time to spend as
an author. He's written or collabo-
rated on 10 college math textbooks.

Bila, 49, moved to Plymouth from
Livonia in 1971. He had just assumed
a math teaching job at Washtenaw
Community College in Ann Arbor.

“Sally (his wife) didn't want to live

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Process of reconstruction has begun

candidates. “I'd rather not until I go through the list,”

he said.

last week

Plymouth's new mayor said he plans to name a re-
placement March 18 to fill the commission seat vacat-
ed upon the resignation of former mayor Dennis Bila

Ralph (Jack) Kenyon, former mayor pro-tem who be-
came Plymouth mayor when Bila resigned Wednesday,
said he plans to submit a name to city commissioners
for their approval at the next commission meeting.

The process to name a new commissioner “has al-
ready begun,” Kenyon said Thursday. He's asked cur-
rent commissioners to submit names of candidates
they'd support for a commission seat.

Kenyon said he has a list of three names, adding
“One name is predominant.” He declined to name the

1989

Also at the March 18 commission meeting, Kenyon
said commissioners — as provided in the city charter
— will elect a new mayor pro-tem

Kenyon said he's also asked commissioners for their
preferred candidates for that position.

The two most recent ex-commissioners are Robert
Jones and David Pugh, both currently serving as plan-
ning commissioners

“I would be interested if I'm asked,” Jones said
Thursday. He was narrowly defeated for re-election in

Pugh, who chose not to seek re-election to the com-
mission in 1989 after serving for eight years, said he's
not interested in returning to the commission.

He now serves on the planning commission and
Downtown Development Authority

in Ann Arbor, and we picked Plym-
outh,” he said. “I always thought it
was a delightful community.”

He was elected president of the
college’s faculty association, a post
he held 13 years. “I can say with as-
suredness I never had as much grief

as | had in two years in the city of
Plymouth,” Bila said.

His involvement in Plymouth gov-
ernment began in 1982, when he was
appointed to the planning commis-
sion. “Most of us at one time or an-
other were planning commission-
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Sewer saga

Sewer construction continues along Edward
Hines Drive in Plymouth Township. Workers

Friday.

laid pipe near the Plymouth Road overpass
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City to hire Walters

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

Plymouth city commissioners
voted Saturday to begin contract
talks with Northville City Manager
Steve Walters, in an effort to hire
him as city manager here

The vote followed an interview of
Walters by the commission in the
commission chambers at city hall,
with about 30 citizens looking on.

Among onlookers were Downtown
Development Authority Chairman
Greg Goodman. Because of Walters’
involvement in a successful down-
town renovation in Northville —
Plymouth will begin a similar
project this fall — Goodman said
bringing Walters to Plymouth “is
like a marriage made in heaven."

Commissioners were also interest-
ed in Walters' experience with down-
town renovation. Walters said the
first phase of Northville’s renova-
tion, completed in the early '80s, cre-
ated “an environment that makes
that market force work” to rejuven-
ate a small-town central business
district.

“A residential taxpayer needs
commercial and industrial tax base
to survive,” Walters said. “Every
homeowner who sends a kid to
school is being subsidized by com-
mercial and industrial property,” he
said

Residents should be interested in a
strong commercial and industrial
base ‘“out of personal greed,”

Walters said, smiling. That sparked
laughter from onlookers

When Commissioner Jerry Vorva
asked if Walters favored moving
commercial development into resi-
dential areas, Walters said this was
not necessary, adding current com-
mercial areas are sufficient.

Asked why he would leave North-
ville, where Walters has been city
manager Ssince 1973, he replied,
“Sometimeés a change can be
healthy. . There are a lot of chal-
lenges here, that can be very appeal-
ing. You're going into a DDA pro-
gram, you have a great deal of po-
tential.”

Walters agreed with commission-
ers that seeking shared services with
Plymouth Township is necessary
“There’s a lot of money to be saved
by sharing services,” he said

Walters was also asked about an-
other money-saving plan he imple-
mented in Northville, in which city
employees partially subsidize their
health insurance

Mayor Ralph (Jack) Kenyon said
after the interview that he was im-
pressed “by the innovative things
he's (Walters) done."

Kenyon said he was also pleased
with Walters' “affirmation of his in-
terest in combined services.”

Walters said he could begin as
Plymouth city manager in late May.
Current City Manager Gordon
Jaeger's contract runs through May
1, but Jaeger has said he's willing te
work part-time past that date.

ers,” Bila said. “You learn so much
about the structure of the city, the
ordinances, and you meet a lot of
people.”

Bila said his interest in govern-
ment goes back to his college days.
“Every person should participate to

Church,
to settle

By Kevin Brown
staf! writer

The baitle over an addition to the
city's largest church will hopefully
be resolved out of court, Plymouth's
city attorney says.

Meanwhile, Wayne County Circuit
Judge Richard Kaufman is sched-
uled on Wednesday to hear a motion
for intervention-brought by counsel
for Our Lady of Good Couansel
Church at 1160 Penniman. The
church maintains it should have a
say in any agreement reached on the
church school addition between the
city and the church’s neighbors.

Some neighbors of the church have
taken the city to court over planning
commission approval in January of
the planned two-story addition.

City Attorney Ron Lowe said the
«hat some points raised by attorney
Carol Levitte, representing some
church neighbors, ‘“‘should be
researched by the city "

Levitte has maintained that some
city codes were violated when the
planning commission approved the
addition. If strictly adhered to, those
codes could reduce the size of the
planned addition. she said.

But legal counsel representing the
church said the church should be in-
volved in any settlement. While
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Now that he’s left the city
commission, former Plym-
outh Mayor Dennis Bila says
he'll have more time to work
on writing math textbooks.

some extent in the governmental
process,” he said, adding he's dis-
couraged when there is low voter
turnout for elections

Appointed to the commission in

City try
dispute

Some of the church’s
neighbors have said
they fear late-evening
use of the addition and
increased traffic. The
church maintains it
would do nothing to

disrupt the
neighborhood.
Lowe said the cily agrees Levitte
opposes t! h “ining the dis-
pute between churct , -oors and
the city

Attorney Michae' Peterman, rep-
resenting Our Lady of Good Counsel,
said an agreement between the city
and residents “would in a sense set
aside the site plan.”

He told the city commission
March 4, “I'm not here to threaten
the city with a lawsuit,” but asked
the commission to agree to him join
ing the suit involving the church’s
neighbors and the city

Levitte told commissioners, “In
tervention is not a right," adding the

Please turn to Page 2
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While construction slowed last year in Plymouth Township,
officials predict that low home interest rates and optimisim
following the Gulf War victory will spark construction.

Building
upswing
possible

Lower house-loan interest rates
and renewed confidence in the
economy sparked by the end of
the Persian Gulf war could create
a building upswing in Plymouth
Township, the township's chief
building official said

While residential and commer-
cial construction hit a high in the
township in 1989, the valuation of
buildings constructed that year
was nearly $73 million. That fig-
ure fell to $46.1 million last year

While chief building official
Charles Mcllhargey predicted a
1990 slowdown, "I didn’t think it
would be that low,” he said

“It was down because of eco-
nomic conditions. The banks said
‘We're not going to lend you
(builders) money unless you've

someone to rent.’ We're not
going to build spec buildings,”
Mcllhargey said.

But house-lban interest rates
have recently dipped to 9.5 per-
cent. “We noticed that as interest
rates were lowered for single-
family homes, we're starting to
get (house) starts,” Mcllhargey
said.
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Bila expresses sadness in wake of resignation

Continued from Page 1

1985 to fill a vacated term, he was
elected to a four-year term in 1987
“Most of it's been a crisis for the last
two years,” Bila said

“Plymouth is going through a peri-
od of rapid change. Twenty years
ago, the commercial industrial base
was here, there wasn't any strip
malls or shopping centers, or compe-
tition from other communities.”

But because of this competition,
“Plymouth is being forced by exter-
nal forces into a period of change
One of the things | and the commis-
sion have done is to try to address
these changes by keeping the com-
munity in a direction that enables us
to keep up the level of services.

“The taxes in Plymouth go up eve-
ry year, but what (homeowners)
don’t realize is the costs to the city
g0 up even more,” he said.

One way to maintain service and
hold down costs involved the bag-
tag, pay-as-you-go trash program
“That was one of our greatest suc-
cesses,” Bila said.

But something Bila and other
commissioners have viewed as a ma-
jor way to save money while main-
taining good service is consolidating
police, fire and other services with
Plymouth Township. Controversy
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over the airport has slowed progress
on talks about shared services

As to the airport controversy, Bila
said, 1 absolutely can't make any
sense out of it

Bila said he first heard Mettetal
Airport was for sale when township
Supervisor Maurice Breen asked in
August if Plymouth would be inter-
ested in a joint agreement to buy and
run the airport

‘My first comment was that the

only way we could do this is if |
could be assured that it would not
cost the taxpayers one dime,” Bila
said i

Once he was satisfied that was the
case, he proposed it to other com-
missioners. Bila said he “never envi-
sioned”’ the amount of opposition the
airport issue would spark, including
an abandoned recall effort and a
proposed charter amendment to
keep the city out of the airport busi-

City wants parties to
talk in church dispute

Continued from Page 1

addition was approved by ‘certain
steps not consistently performed un-
der the city's code

“For Our Lady of Good Counsel to
intervene at this time is burden-
some,” she said, adding, “I'll tell you
where I'm going to get my costs un-
der the statute” — suggesting she
could seek those costs from the city.

“It boggles my mind that they (the
church) weren’t included in the be-
ginning,” responded Commissioner
John Vos, an attorney.

Despite Levitte’s objection, Lowe
said, “I would be suggesting to the
other parties that we get all the par-
ties to talk. N

“My reading of the court rules
says that if they (the church) could
substantially be affected by the out-
come they have a right to have their
say and intervene."”

Lowe said points raised by Levitte
that the city should consider include

that the project touted as a school
addition would be used for other
than school events, and that only 30
percent of a lot can be occupied by
buildings in a residential area.

If built as planned, the church and
currently planned addition would
cover more than 50 percent of the
lot, Lowe said, which suggests a pos-
sible violation of city code.

Some of the church’s neighbors
have said they fear late-evening use
of the addition and increased traffic.
The church maintains it would do
nothing to disrupt the neighborhood.

The planned two-story addition
would include a partial basement.
Plans call for classrooms and offices
on the first floor, and two school as-
sembly halls and large kitchen facil-
ities on the second floor.

The church counts 2,400 families
as members and has a school enroll-
ment of 600 students in grades one

Men. if you're about to turn 18. it's
time to register with Sefective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

through eight.
=

It's quick. It's easy.
And it’'s the law.

Open your eyes and see just how many subeclts are
covered in the new edition of the Consumer Information

ness

Why the controversy’ “l think
there's some self-interest in it.” he
said, declining to elaborate

“For a number of people, it's gone
beyond the airport issue itself. It's
gone beyond winning and losing
People don't want to be perceived as
losing this great battle.”

While some observers say (he
commission pushed the airport
agreement to show willingness Lo co-
operate with the township, Bila re-
jects this. “Frankly, it never oc-
curred to me as cooperation

“I looked at it in terms of the fu-
ture of the community,” he said,
adding the existence of the alrport

could be a boon in 20 years.

In evaluating his commission ten-
ure, “1 think the greatest satisfaction
was working with the people in the
community,” Bila said

“When | see the level of volunteer-
ism we have in this community
that's far and away the greatest sat-
isfaction.”

SILHOUETTES BY SALLY NEWCOMB

Join us as we welcome silhouette artist Sally Newcomb. Creating gifts to be
treasured for a lifetime, Ms. Newcomb does portraits in the centuries-old art
of silhouette. . .for parents, lovers and friends. Ms. Newcomb’s portraits
are fun to watch being made, fun to collect and fun to give to loved ones.
Heads $14 with copies at $5; Figures $28 with copies at 310.

For your appointment in Livonia, call 5917696 ext. 236.
March 19, 20, 22 and 23, 10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Catalog It's free just for the asking and so are nearly
half of the 200 federal publications described inside
Booklets on subjects like financial and career planming
eating nght. exercising and staying healthy, housing
and child care. federal benefit programs. Just about
everything you would need to know Write today.

Consumer Information Center

Department TD, Pueblo, Colorado 81009

oo

March 21, 12:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. .

Jacobsons

»
We welcome Jacobson’s Charge and American Express?
Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.

ROYAL DOULTON PAINTER: MANUELLA YATES

Saturday, March 16, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Gifts, Livonia

For over forty years, Royal Doulton Studios have been making ceramic
character figures of Beatrix Potter, Brambly Hedge and Bunnykins. Join us
as we welcome Royal Doulton Beswick painter, Manuella Yates. Ms. Yates
will demonstrate the delicate art of figurine painting and she will be
available to answer your questions and autograph your purchases.

Jacobsons

[ HOW MUCH
" DID YOU LOSE
LAST YEAR ON

|

NON-DEDUCTIBLE
INTEREST?

UNLESS YOU ACT QUIKKLY,
THIS YEAR COULD BE WORSE.

As you know, Congress has phased
out interest deductions on most consumer
loans. An exception is a loan secured by
your home. Which makes 1t a great time
to apply for a home equity line of credit at
First of America Bank-Plymouth

A Special 20% Interest
Discount Offer.

When you sign up for a home equity
line by April 15, 1991, you'll receive a 20%
discount for all interest yvou pay this year
If you act now this offer could save you
hundreds of dollars in interest

Put The Deduction
Back In Your Interest.

The Federal tax laws allow you to use
your home equity line of credit for any
purpose you want. And in most cases, on
loans all the way up to $100,000, you may
get to take a tax deduction.*®

Take Advantage Of
Your Tax Break.
(et your tax break with our home equity

line of credit. You may use this line instead
of other loans that are no longer fully tax
deductible

You can also access your credit line

simply by writing a check. And the payment
schedule is flexible, too

However, using the equity in your home
is not something you should do without
careful consideration. Furthermore, there
are some items— like normal living expenses,
for example — for which a home equity line
of credit is definitely not appropriate.

So stop by your nearest First of America
Bank-Plymouth office, or call Pat Travis at
459-9000 for more information. We'll provide
you with a free information brochure and an
application. We'll also help you determine if
a home equity line of credit is right for you.

In no time, we can have your good credit
working in your favor

- We welcome Jacobson's G#mje and American Expres#®
Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.

£} FIRST FAMRICA.

One of the Midwest s biggest banks,
but omly when you want us to be.

o
*Information is based on current federal 1ax laws Consult your 1ax advisor regarding
your interest deductibility Offer available at First of America Bank-Plymouth

Equal Housing Lender @

_




Reading an adventure

Margie Ladzick, librarian at Allen Elementary School, did
lots more than tell students that March is Reading Month.
She transformed the school library into a land of intrigue,
replete with tents, constellations on the blackboard and
reading in the dark. At left: With the help of a flashlight,
she read to students about constellations and the universe
Friday. Above: Second grader Jimmy Kenney checked out

the binoculars.
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Teen faces bone marrow transplant

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Ray Reffitt seems a lot older than
14

His maturity started to build when
he was 9 and began fighting Acute
Lymphocytic Leukerhia.

“It's pretty much a day-by-day
thing,” said Ray, a former Canton
resident and Lowell Middle School
student who now lives in Belleville.

“I take it as it comes. Each step is
pretty much difficult.

“When 1 found out, I didn’t know
what it was. I was more scared
about why my mom was So upset.”

Ray knows that his biggest chal-
lenge will be when he receives a
bone marrow transplant at Harper
Hospital in Detroit

A POTENTIAL donor with the
correct bone marrow for Ray was
identified Friday. If the person 1s
willing to complete the procedure,
the operation could take place within
a month

Money to pay for costs that insur-
ance won't cover is the only unfin-
ished detail

And Ginnie Hauck, of Canton, is
handling that. An auction/jamboree

‘t's pretty much a day-by-day thing. I
take it.as it comes. Each step is pretty
much difficult. When | found out, |
didn’t know what it was. | was more
scared about why my mom was so

upset.’

— Ray Reffitt

benefit is planned for April 14 at the
Belleville Moose Lodge. She said she
also hoped to sponsor other benefits.

If she's able to raise more than the
$40,000 Ray needs, the money will
be donated to the National Bone
Marrow Transplant fund.

HAUCK SAID she was introduced
to Ray three years ago by Leah
Johnson, owner of Johnson's Family
Restaurant, in Canton. Johnson met
Ray through his mother, Anna Wade,
a waitress at the restaurant. Her
husband, Briap Wade, works there as
a cook

BiLL BRESLER/staft photographer

Raymond Reffitt, 14, is flanked by his stepfather, Brian Wade, a
cook at Johnson's restaurant; Leah Johnson, restaurant owner;
and his mother, Anna Wade. Support ffom family and friends,
Reftitt said, has helped him fight leukemia.

“(Ray) was real concerned why
God gave him leukemia,” said
Hauck, who at the time was working
as youth minister at St. Michael Lu-
theran Church in Canton.

“I said I didn’t think it was a ques-
tion of why he got it, but how he was
going to deal with having it.”

The bond between the two grew
stronger after Ray asked Hauck and
her husband, Al, to be his god-
parents. Now Hauck’s biggest worry
is raising the money needed for the
operation

Two weeks ago she thought she
needed to raise $300,000. But she
learned his insurance would pay
most of the bill

‘Last week 1 was overwhelmed,
because | didn't think I could attain
it. This week it's attainable.”

Anna Wade said many of her wor-
ries are disappearing because she is
convinced the money will be raised
and her son will have the operation

‘Everything is falling into place,”
she said. However, time is import-
ant, and if they wait too long her son
could die, she added

OVER HIS second hamburger at
Johnson's, Ray said the operation
doesn't frighten him as much as peo-
ple might think

'l know what will happen and I
know I'l] be taken care of "

He learned about the unsightly de-
tails from a video loaned to him by
the University of Michigan Hospital.
Ray knows that he could be in the
hospital anywhere between six
weeks and a year

‘He has a lot of pain and suffering
to go through yet,” Hauck said

The operation will kill off all his
bone marrow. That will render him
100 percent helpless. His mouth will
get so sore that he won't be able to
eat. And he’ll be very sick to his
stomach

‘I believe his attitude will carry
him through,” Hauck said. “I look at
him right now and I'm so proud of
him."

Ray's advice to other people suf-
fering from the disease is: “It's a
very long road and it takes a while
There's a lot of hard work and it
takes the family working all togeth-
er.”

Hauck said she wanted everyone
who donated to the fund to know
“how special they are for caring.”

Donors should wmake their
checks payable to: Belleville
L.0.0. Moose Number 834. Send
them to: Ray’s Life Line, P.O. Box
87948 Canton, Mich. 48187.

For more information about
fund-raising events for Ray Ref-
fitt, call Hauck at 9814231

Anyone interested in being test-
ed to become a bone marrow do-
nor should call the-National Mar-
row Donor Program at 1-800-654-
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Abductor

steals

car from woman

By Tedd Schneider
stal writes

A Canton Township woman es-
caped unharmed Wednesday after a
man abducted her at knife-point
from the parking lot of an Ann Arbor
Road pet store and forced her into a
short drite through Livonia streets,
police said

The assdilant left the woman in 3
church parking lot a few blocks
away before driving off in her car
and stealing her purse, which con-
tained more than $200 cash, police
said

A SUSPECT hadn't been identified
and Livonia police were continuing
their investigation into the incident
Friday. said detective Lt. Mike Mur-
ray

Based on what the victim told po-
lice, “we think he may have been a
mentally disturbed person,” Murray
said

The woman's car, a 1983 Chevro-
let sedan, hadn't been recovered as
of Friday, Murray said

The victim, 42, told police the inci-
dent began shortly after 6 p.m. when
she dropped her son off at Fabulous

:

Fins, 38131 Ann Arbor

Her abductor got in
unlocked passenger door,
what appeared to be a kitchen
to her side and ordered her
your car and start driving
woman told police

AFTER EXITING the parking lot,
the man directed her east on Ann Ar-
bor Road, southbound on Newburgh
and east on Ann Arbor Trail, the
woman said

He then ordered her to pull into
the church lot at 36500 Ann Arbor
Trail and demanded that she get out
of the car but leave her purse on the
front seat, the woman said

He walked around the car to the
driver’s side, got in and drove off,
the woman said

In addition to the purse, the wom-
an told police her son’s school books
and a band instrument were in the
back seat

The woman described her abduc-
tor as white, 30-35 years old and
about 5 feet 10 inches tall. He was
wearing a fishing hat, possibly plaid,
with a red v-neck sweater and was
visibly intoxicated, the woman told
police
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2 |local students named
Coca-Cola semifinalists

Two Plymouth Salem High School
seniors have been named semifinal-
ists in the Coca-Cola Scholars Pro-
gram. They are David J. Donaldson,
son of Mike and Virginia Donaldson
of Canton, and Trisha N. Bansal,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Suresh C.
Bansal of Plymouth.

Each has been selected from more
than 60,000 applicants to be named
one of the 1,800 Coca-Cola Semifi-
nalists for 1991. Both Donaldson and
Bansal have been active in many
school clubs and activities, as well as
community orgahizations.

“(Each) exemplifies the balance of
leadership, character and achieve-
ment, in school and the community,
that we are searching for in our
Coca-Cola scholars

“We are delighted to have two
semifinalists from our area, and
wish them great success in the final
stages of the selection process,” said
James Schultz of Coca-Cola Enter-
prises North.

THE SEMIFINALISTS will com-
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plete additional materials, which
will be screened by the foundation’s
program review committee in
March

After thé selection of 150 Coca-
Cola scholars, these students will at-
tend the National Competition in At-
lanta from April 18-20 to compete
for designation as a national or re-
gional Coca-Cola scholar

The 50 national scholars will
receive awards of $5,000 per year
and the 100 regional scholars will
receive $1,000 per year, both repew-
able for up to four years.

THE LARGEST business-spon-
sored scholarship program in the
country, the foundation is financed
by a $25 million endowment contrib-
uted by participating Coca-Cola bot-
tlers and the Coca-Cola Co.

Building from the first 150 Coca-
Cola scholars selected in spring
1989, the foundation will support 600
scholarships a year by 1992 with an-
nual outlays of more than $1.4 mil-

lion -
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from our readers

Airpark can be

a great asset

To the editor

(hi day taltipring. tio Plymouth
14 bo,=led into their
clailroom, rattling acitedly to their
til,clier about th- weekend alr
plaae ride at Mettetal

The teacher, eyebrows went up,
and - asked a few question: about
the euct nature of thli ride When
they answered, the teacher was able
to conclude, to the studeats' delight
that their pilot had been the teach-
er's son

A small incident. to be sure One
treasured memory of a 100,000 to be
made at Mettetal this year; one of

miillion, she has made in her 50

yean o{ existence

Now that the future of this com-
munity airpark has been assured.
let's forget this nonsense about re-
calls and charter amendments,

which would have no effect on

Mettetal anyway. Let's look to the
future, and forge a community air-
park that the rest of America can
envy

The building of an aviation school
is under way. This school will pre-
pare students for aviation careers,
yes, but the skills its students wiill
learn will be useful in many fields.

The same principles of hydraulics,
pneumatics, mechanics Nd elec-
tronics which keep large ailll small
airplanes flying also keep assembly
lines agembling, stamping presses
stamping, operating rooms opera-
ting; need | go on ? Well, yes .

Airplane exhibitions give children
a chance to touch a dream. Is there a

kid in America who hasn't dreamed
of flight? The first man on the moon
was once a kid in Wapakoneta, Ohio,
gawking through the fence at rag-
wing Cubs ona sod runway.

The public ownership of Mettetal
will serve to make her a true corn-

munity recreational feature. There
is, of course, considerable recre-

ational use of the facility, and, as
Canton Supervisor Tom Yack has

lour geurations of service 1

873-8300

642-3000 )

LIMITER.TIME QFFER

Eyebrows or Lip Liner

|106:OF%futtprocedure
Sovlr— U @
MostCredit Card; 64.
d|pt|StIC'«4 ;

S -3 . THAN I¥ COIOR 6410-. 1I°

pooll- out, it | unportalt "to e--
oure thet the Camt- Cad Plymouth)
commilty al.a, N. recreat-
andop- spi,ce

Open :pace, ohirvatioe dicks,
pocnic tabler airplaae exhibluoi,
chanty f und.ratiers, commumty let
tolethen Sitty acr- O1 harmony
bet.- community, bo:,aine, recre-
ation, and education. With no local
tal money spent to get it With no
tai money required to maintain it

What Cantoo didn't have the,eme
to preserve, Plymouth did Good for
you, Plymouth Now get behind it
Drop in Look around Pack a picnic
lunch, if you want, but please, come
on in. And oh yes Bring your

children
William Ken

Our tolerance

Is proof that

freedom reigns

To the editor:

Recently, 1 attended a patriotic
rally in downtown Plymouth. Among
the scores of people who turned out
to support our actions in the Persian
Gulf was a lone protester, holding a
sign which read **Make Peace, Not
war.”

During the entire rally, although
she attracted some curious stares, |
didn't witness a single person at-
tempt to harass her or interfere with
her right to express herself.

No stronger statement of the
strength of our democratic system
could be found. In many countries
around the world, a citizen who
dared express her opposition to gov-
ernment policy would be rewarded
with a midnight knock on her door, a
beating or a bullet.

We sent half a million men and
women to the Middle East to stand
up to a bully. The success of their
mission is something in which we
can all take great pride. Sadly, over
100 names have been added to the
list of Americans who gave their
lives in defense of liberty.

However, our high-sounding ideals
mean nothing, unless, when they are
put to the test, we prove by our ac-
tions that they are more than just
empty words. On that Friday eve-
ning in Kellogg Park, another,

\

1 €5--Butler
r Tray Table
| Reg S949
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.naller battle -- f... for free-

dom We woe again
hel M G"a

My -1

Recycling
Is working
iNn Canton

To the editor

In response to Laurel Beyeri let-
ter of Monday, Feb. 25

Canton Towihip hu no problem
with it, recycling programs now
being tested

In fact, participation rates have
been over 70 percent and with very
few minor problems. There 8 no
reason for Canton residents to dump
their trash anywhere but at their
own curbside Except for the ad¢iD
tion of the curbside pickup of recycl-
ables, Canton residents participating
in the pilot programs are having
their trash picked up as usual.

Your problem is not related to
Canton's recycling program, howev-
er it may be related to Plymouth's
"bag tag" program which started in
mid-December.

Look to the north for the origin of
your problem.

Cindy Burgess, member,

Canton Solid Waste Management
Committee

Reader needs

recycling facts

To the editor:

I think you ought to do another
column to clear up some facts for
folks about recycling.

a) Just what is corrugated card-
board anyway? Egg cartons too?
People throw in stuff like cereal
boxes - why?

b) What happens if you throw in
plastic without the recycling mark?

c) Aren't cans supposed to be flat-
tened?

d) Why doesn't Canton put over-
head lights by the bins so that the
darkness is not so overpowering?

e) Can aluminum foil go into the
canned part if washed?

Sharon Kress

Cantlm

Classic 1

20292 Middlebelt, Li, onia - South of 8 Mile

OPEN SUNDAYS

-9 Z A7A4-6900

Y ack off base

on Mettetal

To the editor

Unb-vabk Tom Yack m to
be a mute at manipulating W
democratic proce- to Bult hu ove
pomt 01 view Or he Il :imply taking
Locredibly bad adv:ci'

While the Supporters 01 the Mette
tai airport JOA have never hidden
their goal O1 preerving the airport
for future leneration*, we have
carefully followed the proper stepl
in achieving that goal, starting (m=t
properly), with Mr Yack and hi: for-
matlon of the Canton airport study
commission, cons:sting of a crog
section of informed citizens of Can-
ton's own choosing.

Soon we found that, u you proba-
bly have read before, thts democrat-
ic proeess was being tainted with the
input of "unbia»ed financial facts"
by a member of that committee that
admittedly had his paychecks signed
by a major stockholder of a compet-
ing airport that had everything to
gain by Mettetal's demise.

This was glowed over with some
curt remarks at a commission meet-
ing by Dan Calabrese, assistant to
Tom Yack and “steering" chair of
that airport committee.

That same major stockholder's
son prepared a 14-page Mettetal im-
pact study report out of his “"concern
for Canton Township's well-being,”
largely negatively slanted.

In spite of these roadblocks to the
process, the majority of the Canton
airport study commission voted to
pursue the purchase of the airport
after many months of careful 5tudy
and effort.

When it didn't come out the way
Mr. Yack would have liked it to, the
"boss" simply took his stance, and he
and other trustees voted down their
own select committee's vote to buy
the airport.

It was then that we felt we were
being manipulated by Canton and
that our precious time and efforts
were being wasted. We then in-
formed the trustees at several public
meetings that other communities
were interested and that we would
and could, with the blessings of the
state, pursue the preservation of the
airport.

Their smug and curt answer,
which is a matter of public record
was, in effect, "If any other ciUes or
townships are interested, then let
them pursue and acquire it for we
are not interested!”

It =— clear uly *d - -k
0.0.0 01 our-te/to-ry Iim
any turther Th- wi .. « vote
takee, ! bel-vi, to -Dever brt4 up
the Mettetal --ia ill,l ell#li,lllers
Agata" We would have b- Slad 11
Yack'; moddling had -ed there

Nce Mr Yack got it through lis
head that othen really ‘er, later-
Isted in pruervial this la* 0-01 a
kind airport, Yack was ther, Ivory
step 01 the way with kis "road-
blocks" to our goal - with thinly
velled attempt; at resoning the air-
port after 50 years to a noe-con
forming uier, (which would have
killed it for surek with slanted and
biased statements repeated over and
over under the guise of questions
(that had been answered by state and
federal officials at dozens of public
meetings), with intervention at the
congressional level to deny the fu-
ture community airport a percent-
age of state funds to be used in its
purchase, with innuendos concerning
other communities' interests in pre-
serving this important open space
(after his own board of trustees gave
their tacit approval to pursue this
very goal); with insults to respected
business leaders, such as Robert De-
MatUa, a true gentleman and a defi-
nite asset to southeastern Michigan
(even some of Yack's fellow trustees
objected vehemently to that one.)
The list goes on.

My question is "When are you
going to pursue some creaUve town-
ship goals Mr. Yack?" The score is:

Federal government . . for pres-
ervation.

State government... for preser-
vation.

Wayne County Planning Commis-
sion . . .for.

Canton Township Planning Com-
mission... for.

Canton Township airport study

commission... for.
Plymouth Township airport study
commtssion... for.

City of Plymouth . 6 toi...
for.

More than 2,200 Canton Township
signatures gleaned in a four-hour pe-
riod one Saturday afternoon on peti-
tion clearly headed "Preserve
Mettetal airport... and the estab-
lishment of an aviation school ...at
no local property tax or bond issue
expense to the taxpayer... please
reconsider your position Mr. Yack."

for.
Numerous business leaders, edu-
cators, union leaders, Scout troops,
journalists and children of all ages
for.
Tom Yack and a few associates,
along with an embittered, loud and

ceee Plym.O Mul..O11"

(11 Plymoite Coi.- ati...
think .9 .ve prie- «10 their
worthy omciah, th,y 1# tollveta
Cato, Ider the prwait dmin
tratwe Th«d form more th-,

comnuttee.)
ru bet the Gr- Yack think; het,

the majority Come 00 Tom, /t .0
thil energy to =ne creative ..and
do mmething pod for Canton bele,e
you hive office You doe't have fop-
ever, you know, or maybe you don't

know

Bill Herack
CUM, Tow,161,

Home office

articles ' best’

To the editor:
Wow' The articles written by Di-

ane Hanion on the subject of borne
offices, Feb. 21 edition, were abso-

lately fantastic the best | have ever

seen anywhere
Many others in various formi of

newsprint have attempted to cap-
ture the true essence of the home

office and have not quite hit the
mark. Diane Hanson combined bush
ness with the people side of the storv

and was very successful
In addition, Diane has a wonderful

interviewing style - a true profb-
sional in every sense of the word. -

lals Wolfe-Morgan,

director, Wolfe Associates

Plymouth

what do you
think?

The Canton Observer wei-

comes your thoughts on

this article. To express your

view, write a letter to the
editor and send it to the
Canton Observer, 744

Wing, Plymouth 48170.
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