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Inacted, provisions of Gov. John Engler's property
Ickage recently introduced in the state Legislature

stop the Downtown Development Authority from
 state-backed bonds to raise enough money to pay
le three-year, $5 million project, said Gordon
, city manager and DDA director
le wont-case scenario is we close up shop," said
Inember Terri Graham

legislaUve aides available for comment Friday
ing said they were not certain as to how the five
passed, would affect the Plymouth DDA'; ability
downtown project bonds. Nick Smith, R-Hills-

ngler tax bills threaten downtown
dale, chairman of the Senate finance committee, was
unavailable for comment

"We all wanted the first phase done this year/' Jaeger
said.

But as the 141slature considers bijls that could scut-
tle downtown renovaUon plans - it could take months
for the proposed legislation to pass or fail - Jaeger
said it's not realistic to plan on construction to begin
this year.

On Thursday the DDA voted to authorize survey and
design work for the first phase of the project. To act,
said DDA member David Pugh, beats "sitting and wait-
ing around for Lansing to do something."

Jaeger told DDA members, "You've got the fun€is in
yeur budget if you want to proceed with the first phase
of the planning. You can take proposals to do (plan) all

of it, but (only) authorize the first phase."
If we are unable to pursue bonding, it will be on a

pay-as-you-go basis - strtng it out over a great period
of time" suggested Greg Goodman, DDA chairman.

Pugh suggested that if legislation eliminates state
help in selling bonds, the DDA could go to voters with a
bond issue "I'm not saying it would likely pass," he
added

City finance director Bill Graham said it could take
90 to 120 days to have a bond issue sold "and have the
money in our hands" to begin downtown renovation.

But Jaeger said that by one bill proposed in the Legis-
lature, bonds for such a project would have had to have
been sold by March 1

Downtown renovation by the DDA plan would be di-
vided into four phases Phase I. along Ann Arbor Trail

1 991 Suburt,in Commia,Ikat••aa Cor•nt-•

plan
and Main. along Penniman, Phaoe III, along
Harvey; and Phale-IV, along Harvey and Wing

Planned improvements, which backers uy could
boost downtown busineli include:

• EN]lish style forecourt gardem placed between
busines- and sidewalk, along Ann Arbor Trail and
Penniman and some other central busines, district
streets, to improve the look of downtown to draw
shoppers

• New sidewalks flanked by brick surfaces
• "Bumped out" curbs at downtown intenection•,

which set parallel parking areas along some streets off
traffic lanes.

• Adding another paved walkway in Kellogg Park
going toward Main, to better Ue in the park to the busl-
ness district

City close to hiring Northville manager
expansi on
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in Brown
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00't want to expand Mettetal
if we buy it, city and Plym-

wnship trustees have said.
on't believe you, several air-
ponents have answered.
e joint city-township airport

on Saturday attempted to
e pledge made by local offi-
not expand the airport.

members of the Mettetal

Board attending Saturday's
meeting approved returning
to a U-3 rating under feder-

classificatioo guidelines
that local officials don't

airport expanded
board does not want expan-

od," mald Tom Kennedy,
chairman Saturday.

member Ed Wendover said
lution passed by the board

given to Federal Aviation
ty officials, who have said
uld likely agree to the down-
in classification, he report-
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After talking contract with city
manager candidate Steve Walters
last week, Plymouth City Commis-
sioner Ron Loiselle said 'I'm 99 per-
cent sure" Walters will be hired.

"We reached an agreement which
I committed to, subject to the Plym-
outh commission accepting it,
Walters said

Walters, currently Northville city
manager, would start as city mana-
ger in Plymouth June 1, by the con-
tract ironed out in three hours of

Steve Walters talks Wednesday between Walters,

Warm reception
Group carves out niche
at Moscow snow festival
By M.B. Dillon

Loiselle and commissioner James
Jabara.

That contract is scheduled to go
before the commission for approval
at the 7.30 p.m. commission meeUng
today, at Plymouth city hall.

After contract talks on Wednes-

day, Loiselle said attorneys for both
the city and Walters would review
the document.

While Loiselle would not specify
the salary for Walters agreed to by
the parties - that salary is sched-
uled to be made public today - he
said, "It's slightly higher than what
Gordon's (Jaeger, current city mana-
ger) making."

Jaeger, whose contract runs

through May 1, is making a base sal-
ary of $59,500 per year.

WALTERS WOULD also serve as

part-time director of the Downtown
Development Authority, Isiselle
said. The DDA plans to implement a
downtown street-scape renovation
project, to boost business downtown.

DDA members in recent months

had agreed to plans to hire a DDA
director, at a salary ranging from
$30,000 to $40,000

Walters, when interviewed by
commissioners May 9, said he works
60-70 hours per week. "If you like
the job, it's not much of an issue," be
said

The Northville city manager since
1973 said he has an open-door policy.
meaning citizens are welcome to
speak with him at city hall.

Walters, 46, served 3 4 years as
assistant city manager in Plymouth
from 1967 to 1970. He left Plymouth
to serve as city manager in St. Ig-
nace from 1970 to 1973, before as-

suming the Northville post

"It's just a real good professional
opportunity," Walters said Friday

"It's a sobering decision, not a
whimsical one.

"I think it's right for me at this
time," he said, adding, "I'm leaving
a lot after 17 years."

staff writer

It's doubtful the originators of
the Plymouth Ice Sculpture Spec-
tacutar had any idea of just how
spectacular their idea would be-
come for their successors

For five individuals who be-
friended Ruuian carvers and took
honors at the city's 1990 festival.
the experience resulted last month
in a memorable trip to the Moscow
InternaUonal Snow Festival.

Traveling to the Soviet Union
were Ice Sculpture Spectacular or-
ganizer Pam Kosteva, ice sculptors
Kevin Roscoe, Peter Slavin and Mi-
chael Green, and Plymouth Police
Commander Michael Gardner, who
coordinated the celebrity-charity
carve-off that launched the Plym-
outh ice fat.

By capturing the people'3 choice
award in Plymouth, New Yorkers
Roscoe and Slavin, and Green -
chef at Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
- won the right to represent the
United States in Moscow.

Eight countries took part In Mos-
cow'; festival, which graced Gorky
Park with snow and ice sculptures
of heights up to 30 feet. And unlike
Plymouth's "art for the moment,"
the Russian carvingj weren't
threatened by warm temperatures

"It got up to about 10 degrees in
the daytime," said Gardner "The
week before we got there, it was 35
below during the day It's probably

Unlike Plymouth's 'art
for the moment,' the
Russian carvings
weren't threatened by
warm temperatures.

not above freezing yet '
TW U S. contingent returned

home with Interesting tales out-
numbered only by envelope upon
envelope of color photos

"The Americans who competed
against other eountnes placed
first, and Michael Green of the
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club placed
first in individual competition,"
said Kosteva Green bested 30 indi-
vidual carvers from Russia, Esto-
nia, Finland, Britain, Sweden, Chi-
na and Holland

Kosteva organized the judges at
the Moscow festival an eIpert-
ence she said was "hysterical "

'We'd have a meeting, and I
would say something in English
The Soviet translator would tran-
slate for the Russians, someone
else for the Finnish - the only
ones who could understand were
the British.

But the Plymouth Ice Sculpture
has such prestige and the Russians
enjoyed the trip so much that I was
asked to represent our festival."
she said
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i

KENNEDY said he favored
rt authority buying 500 feet
rty south of the current air-

undary, to provide "a safety

over said the state is consid-
uying a parcel of land just
f Joy Road across from the
The reason, he said, "is to
o building and to cut down

rees. These trees have pre-
mewhat of a visual concern

rt backers, Wendover said,
intention of moving the por-

Joy Road near the airport in
, lengthen the runway.
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So intrigued were Russians watching Ameri-
can ice carvers at work on their award-win-
ning sculpture (pictured above) at the Mos-
cow International Snow Festival that they
climbed underneath ropes, irritating the art-
ists and jeopard,zing their safety. Plymouth

. lili ' ....'.

Police Commander Michael Gardner, after re-
al,zing the Moscow police were going to be no
help, stood in front of a passing transport
truck and succeeded in getting military troops
to disperse the crowd.

Journalists

from Spanish
television, So-
viet radio and

; TV and CBS in-
' .; terviewed Pam

,9 Kosteva, Plym-
2%, =r ===SE

lar organizer

___* who look parl
in the Moscow

j International
£ Snow Festival

last month.

The delay is due in part to prob.
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lems connetted with a utility pole. Jaeger plots steps for
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Amoco Corporation'i Howard Mil-
ler, spoke=nan regarding the oil
company'• abandoned Irvice sta-
tion in downtown Plymouth, layi
he'; very disappointed the area has
not been landicaped upromt,ed

The statli, listed among cootamt-
uted slte, by the *tate Department
of Natural Re,ouree:, wu vacated
In June

Miller announced in November
that the site at Ann Arbor Trail and
Main Street would be landkaped
with ledge rock and shrubbery, cre-

ating "an extension of Kellogg
Park." before the year wal out

I have had a heated exchange
with people in the district offlee. I'm
very upeet that the landkaping
wain't installed prior to Christmas."
maid Miller, whome offices are In Chi-

Cago

"With people walking the streets
and window Bhopping, It would have
been an excellent time to have it
done prior to Chri,tmas, and certain-
ly before the Plymouth Ice Sculpture
Spectacular

'But due to bureaucracies in-
volved, things kind of slid and
slipped in terms of Uming -

fort

When 1 last checked, back about
a month ago, the district informed
me that even though to the best of
their knowledge the utility pole had
been taken care of and thing, were
now re,dy, the landocaper said a lot
of the intended shrubberie. were
now in short supply

Moreover, the attrition rate, be-
cause It'§ 50 late in the Beason, will
mean a very small percentage will
survive Con•equently, the decision
was made to defer unUl ; pringtime
w we'd have a very good chance of
In,tal)Ing healthy plant• from a
wider array that would be available
to us,'' Miller uld
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Step, that the city and township
can follow to begin sharing Dome ba-
sic aervices provided to relident, are
being identified by Plymouth'* city
manager

City Manager Gordon Jaeger Bald
that after di,cuising *hared lervicm
with township Supervi,or Maurice
Breen 00 Wedne,day, "I'm going to
put together a report that will have
the,te, we need tot•ke "

We'll look at aU of the options.
and figure out who'* going to pay
and how mlch," Jaeger sald

Di,c=,loi on mhaid Iervic-, he

said, will be joined by two to-hip
trustees and two city commt-lonen

Jaeger Mid the plan hei putting
together addr-e• comolidating po-
1 ice, fire, dispatch and emergency
mervica in separate phum

SHOULD POLICE lervic- be
joined, Jae,ir uid the city and
township wouldneed jumt ome polkp
.tation The Plymogth Tow-hip •ta
tion 11 the likely choice

They have more ,opht.Ocated
equipment" including computer
equipment, be mald, adding the city
and townohip don't need two lalls

P,a,e turn /42


