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Inacted, provisions of Gov. John Engler's property
Ickage recently introduced in the state Legislature

stop the Downtown Development Authority from
 state-backed bonds to raise enough money to pay
le three-year, $5 million project, said Gordon
, city manager and DDA director
le wont-case scenario is we close up shop," said
Inember Terri Graham

legislaUve aides available for comment Friday
ing said they were not certain as to how the five
passed, would affect the Plymouth DDA'; ability
downtown project bonds. Nick Smith, R-Hills-

ngler tax bills threaten downtown
dale, chairman of the Senate finance committee, was
unavailable for comment

"We all wanted the first phase done this year/' Jaeger
said.

But as the 141slature considers bijls that could scut-
tle downtown renovaUon plans - it could take months
for the proposed legislation to pass or fail - Jaeger
said it's not realistic to plan on construction to begin
this year.

On Thursday the DDA voted to authorize survey and
design work for the first phase of the project. To act,
said DDA member David Pugh, beats "sitting and wait-
ing around for Lansing to do something."

Jaeger told DDA members, "You've got the fun€is in
yeur budget if you want to proceed with the first phase
of the planning. You can take proposals to do (plan) all

of it, but (only) authorize the first phase."
If we are unable to pursue bonding, it will be on a

pay-as-you-go basis - strtng it out over a great period
of time" suggested Greg Goodman, DDA chairman.

Pugh suggested that if legislation eliminates state
help in selling bonds, the DDA could go to voters with a
bond issue "I'm not saying it would likely pass," he
added

City finance director Bill Graham said it could take
90 to 120 days to have a bond issue sold "and have the
money in our hands" to begin downtown renovation.

But Jaeger said that by one bill proposed in the Legis-
lature, bonds for such a project would have had to have
been sold by March 1

Downtown renovation by the DDA plan would be di-
vided into four phases Phase I. along Ann Arbor Trail

1 991 Suburt,in Commia,Ikat••aa Cor•nt-•

plan
and Main. along Penniman, Phaoe III, along
Harvey; and Phale-IV, along Harvey and Wing

Planned improvements, which backers uy could
boost downtown busineli include:

• EN]lish style forecourt gardem placed between
busines- and sidewalk, along Ann Arbor Trail and
Penniman and some other central busines, district
streets, to improve the look of downtown to draw
shoppers

• New sidewalks flanked by brick surfaces
• "Bumped out" curbs at downtown intenection•,

which set parallel parking areas along some streets off
traffic lanes.

• Adding another paved walkway in Kellogg Park
going toward Main, to better Ue in the park to the busl-
ness district

City close to hiring Northville manager
expansi on

Mettetal
in Brown

rlter

00't want to expand Mettetal
if we buy it, city and Plym-

wnship trustees have said.
on't believe you, several air-
ponents have answered.
e joint city-township airport

on Saturday attempted to
e pledge made by local offi-
not expand the airport.

members of the Mettetal

Board attending Saturday's
meeting approved returning
to a U-3 rating under feder-

classificatioo guidelines
that local officials don't

airport expanded
board does not want expan-

od," mald Tom Kennedy,
chairman Saturday.

member Ed Wendover said
lution passed by the board

given to Federal Aviation
ty officials, who have said
uld likely agree to the down-
in classification, he report-
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By Kevin Brown
staff writer

After talking contract with city
manager candidate Steve Walters
last week, Plymouth City Commis-
sioner Ron Loiselle said 'I'm 99 per-
cent sure" Walters will be hired.

"We reached an agreement which
I committed to, subject to the Plym-
outh commission accepting it,
Walters said

Walters, currently Northville city
manager, would start as city mana-
ger in Plymouth June 1, by the con-
tract ironed out in three hours of

Steve Walters talks Wednesday between Walters,

Warm reception
Group carves out niche
at Moscow snow festival
By M.B. Dillon

Loiselle and commissioner James
Jabara.

That contract is scheduled to go
before the commission for approval
at the 7.30 p.m. commission meeUng
today, at Plymouth city hall.

After contract talks on Wednes-

day, Loiselle said attorneys for both
the city and Walters would review
the document.

While Loiselle would not specify
the salary for Walters agreed to by
the parties - that salary is sched-
uled to be made public today - he
said, "It's slightly higher than what
Gordon's (Jaeger, current city mana-
ger) making."

Jaeger, whose contract runs

through May 1, is making a base sal-
ary of $59,500 per year.

WALTERS WOULD also serve as

part-time director of the Downtown
Development Authority, Isiselle
said. The DDA plans to implement a
downtown street-scape renovation
project, to boost business downtown.

DDA members in recent months

had agreed to plans to hire a DDA
director, at a salary ranging from
$30,000 to $40,000

Walters, when interviewed by
commissioners May 9, said he works
60-70 hours per week. "If you like
the job, it's not much of an issue," be
said

The Northville city manager since
1973 said he has an open-door policy.
meaning citizens are welcome to
speak with him at city hall.

Walters, 46, served 3 4 years as
assistant city manager in Plymouth
from 1967 to 1970. He left Plymouth
to serve as city manager in St. Ig-
nace from 1970 to 1973, before as-

suming the Northville post

"It's just a real good professional
opportunity," Walters said Friday

"It's a sobering decision, not a
whimsical one.

"I think it's right for me at this
time," he said, adding, "I'm leaving
a lot after 17 years."

staff writer

It's doubtful the originators of
the Plymouth Ice Sculpture Spec-
tacutar had any idea of just how
spectacular their idea would be-
come for their successors

For five individuals who be-
friended Ruuian carvers and took
honors at the city's 1990 festival.
the experience resulted last month
in a memorable trip to the Moscow
InternaUonal Snow Festival.

Traveling to the Soviet Union
were Ice Sculpture Spectacular or-
ganizer Pam Kosteva, ice sculptors
Kevin Roscoe, Peter Slavin and Mi-
chael Green, and Plymouth Police
Commander Michael Gardner, who
coordinated the celebrity-charity
carve-off that launched the Plym-
outh ice fat.

By capturing the people'3 choice
award in Plymouth, New Yorkers
Roscoe and Slavin, and Green -
chef at Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
- won the right to represent the
United States in Moscow.

Eight countries took part In Mos-
cow'; festival, which graced Gorky
Park with snow and ice sculptures
of heights up to 30 feet. And unlike
Plymouth's "art for the moment,"
the Russian carvingj weren't
threatened by warm temperatures

"It got up to about 10 degrees in
the daytime," said Gardner "The
week before we got there, it was 35
below during the day It's probably

Unlike Plymouth's 'art
for the moment,' the
Russian carvings
weren't threatened by
warm temperatures.

not above freezing yet '
TW U S. contingent returned

home with Interesting tales out-
numbered only by envelope upon
envelope of color photos

"The Americans who competed
against other eountnes placed
first, and Michael Green of the
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club placed
first in individual competition,"
said Kosteva Green bested 30 indi-
vidual carvers from Russia, Esto-
nia, Finland, Britain, Sweden, Chi-
na and Holland

Kosteva organized the judges at
the Moscow festival an eIpert-
ence she said was "hysterical "

'We'd have a meeting, and I
would say something in English
The Soviet translator would tran-
slate for the Russians, someone
else for the Finnish - the only
ones who could understand were
the British.

But the Plymouth Ice Sculpture
has such prestige and the Russians
enjoyed the trip so much that I was
asked to represent our festival."
she said

Please turn to Page 2

i

KENNEDY said he favored
rt authority buying 500 feet
rty south of the current air-

undary, to provide "a safety

over said the state is consid-
uying a parcel of land just
f Joy Road across from the
The reason, he said, "is to
o building and to cut down

rees. These trees have pre-
mewhat of a visual concern

rt backers, Wendover said,
intention of moving the por-

Joy Road near the airport in
, lengthen the runway.

Please turn to Page 4
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So intrigued were Russians watching Ameri-
can ice carvers at work on their award-win-
ning sculpture (pictured above) at the Mos-
cow International Snow Festival that they
climbed underneath ropes, irritating the art-
ists and jeopard,zing their safety. Plymouth

. lili ' ....'.

Police Commander Michael Gardner, after re-
al,zing the Moscow police were going to be no
help, stood in front of a passing transport
truck and succeeded in getting military troops
to disperse the crowd.

Journalists

from Spanish
television, So-
viet radio and

; TV and CBS in-
' .; terviewed Pam

,9 Kosteva, Plym-
2%, =r ===SE

lar organizer

___* who look parl
in the Moscow

j International
£ Snow Festival

last month.

The delay is due in part to prob.
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By M.I. N"on
staff writer

Amoco Corporation'i Howard Mil-
ler, spoke=nan regarding the oil
company'• abandoned Irvice sta-
tion in downtown Plymouth, layi
he'; very disappointed the area has
not been landicaped upromt,ed

The statli, listed among cootamt-
uted slte, by the *tate Department
of Natural Re,ouree:, wu vacated
In June

Miller announced in November
that the site at Ann Arbor Trail and
Main Street would be landkaped
with ledge rock and shrubbery, cre-

ating "an extension of Kellogg
Park." before the year wal out

I have had a heated exchange
with people in the district offlee. I'm
very upeet that the landkaping
wain't installed prior to Christmas."
maid Miller, whome offices are In Chi-

Cago

"With people walking the streets
and window Bhopping, It would have
been an excellent time to have it
done prior to Chri,tmas, and certain-
ly before the Plymouth Ice Sculpture
Spectacular

'But due to bureaucracies in-
volved, things kind of slid and
slipped in terms of Uming -

fort

When 1 last checked, back about
a month ago, the district informed
me that even though to the best of
their knowledge the utility pole had
been taken care of and thing, were
now re,dy, the landocaper said a lot
of the intended shrubberie. were
now in short supply

Moreover, the attrition rate, be-
cause It'§ 50 late in the Beason, will
mean a very small percentage will
survive Con•equently, the decision
was made to defer unUl ; pringtime
w we'd have a very good chance of
In,tal)Ing healthy plant• from a
wider array that would be available
to us,'' Miller uld

PWN turn to Pago 2

Dy Ke,In Brown
staff writer

Step, that the city and township
can follow to begin sharing Dome ba-
sic aervices provided to relident, are
being identified by Plymouth'* city
manager

City Manager Gordon Jaeger Bald
that after di,cuising *hared lervicm
with township Supervi,or Maurice
Breen 00 Wedne,day, "I'm going to
put together a report that will have
the,te, we need tot•ke "

We'll look at aU of the options.
and figure out who'* going to pay
and how mlch," Jaeger sald

Di,c=,loi on mhaid Iervic-, he

said, will be joined by two to-hip
trustees and two city commt-lonen

Jaeger Mid the plan hei putting
together addr-e• comolidating po-
1 ice, fire, dispatch and emergency
mervica in separate phum

SHOULD POLICE lervic- be
joined, Jae,ir uid the city and
township wouldneed jumt ome polkp
.tation The Plymogth Tow-hip •ta
tion 11 the likely choice

They have more ,opht.Ocated
equipment" including computer
equipment, be mald, adding the city
and townohip don't need two lalls

P,a,e turn /42



 Amoco to keep landscaping promise Microwave ove n
CO"*1 400" Pul 1

lk-'/ /0.-al .lot dothe

...t-C< 18'• * a 9.1.Uon O
*4 M wl- - c- be -ured a

40, In- ratal
laill- IIM h bowl 01 IO target

dat* ht that la-c/04 Ihould be
-01 way oace 'Irs,r- open U, a
Welk Or tie

Mil- ..6-1 Ujat becaule Amoco

perionoel r-poilble for the clean-
up ..re u.vallable, . co.Id offer
no informatloo 00 remedialboa

CHUCK SAN JUAN. district geN
00• in the DNR's envir LI re-

spol- diviBion, matd Amoco submit-
teda cle-up plan March 8

'We 011 review it and glve our

1,•rhnkal C'wnm'nu u Boon U Poin
ble," said San Juan, who estimates

clean-up of the polluted groundwater
and soil will take two to five years,
minimum.

From what I can see, they have
made an effort to promote the prop-
er technology. Finally after a num-
ber of years we are back oo track "
The DNR first included the Amoco
station on a list of contaminated

sites in 1979

Earlier clean-up plan• were re-
jected by the DNR and affected
property owners because they ad-
dk-essed just part of the cootamina-
tion and failed to define the extent of

the pollution. Ralph Lorenz, whose
Mayflower Meeting House sits on
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Some weighty issues that need to
be settled are labor related. For ex-

ample, city police work 12-hour
shifts, while township police work
eight-hour shifts.

"There are significant hurdles that
have to be overcome to put this to-
gether," Jaeger said.

"We might need some outside la-
bor help," he said, to work out differ-

meat sy-m -t.til r,mo- aad
treat organd from U. 1011 and
groundwaler . the lite can be
cleaned up '

Filters, air Krippen and other
equipment -11 be ho-d m what
Rrved u the stallon'*service bays

Comphcating the clean-up U the
fact that the cootaminated -1 u

largely clay
Clay u very poroul, but at the

Barne time very Impermeable," Bald
San Juan, who'* bopeful the site will
be under 'active remediation by the
summer

It's a very difficult problem be-
cause other than physically remov-
ing the soil, options are limited
There hasn't beeo a lot of succe- re-

mediating clay soils."
San Juan uys he "frankly can't

understand why it's taken 10 or 11
years for Amoco to get going on the
clean-up I don't understand that, but
we are moving somewhere now

'Clearly they've had a release

arm up to 104
were very cosmopolitan."

For Gardner, a highlight was visit-
ing the Hermitage art museum in
kningrad and the czar's winter pal-
ace

"I'm pretty familiar with the De-
troit Institute of Arts - it's well

known, and a legitimate art muse-
um But the DIA would be lost. They
say that if you looked at each work

t services plan
ences between city and township em-
ployee contracts. Jaeger said this
was the case in Battle Creek, where

he helped implement a full consoli-
dation of that city and its township.

"It may be easier to put together
certain pieces than others," Jaeger
said.

Besides potentially saving money,
shared services could also mean bet-

ter services for city and township
residents. Jaeger said manpower
could "be more strategically locat-
ed."

The Plymouth city commission is
scheduled today to name two com-
missioners to a shared services

study committee.

nall in size,
g in reach.
& E CLASSIFIEDS

there Am- cam Hy What thly
•ant, M they're r./1*-bile 101
cleaa-4 q the Ute W. 9 to then
toge¢ 11 dooe "

Mike 9--1, envir•rn•mtal qual-
tty analy" in enforeem- for the
DNR, •aul Amoco potentially M lia
ble for hefty fines

Civil penaltia could total - for
each underground storage tank ly,
tem 010,000 for each day of 0-
complunce with a corrective actioo
order "Amoco potentially could be
hable for all colts incurred by the
state for taking corrective acuon to
address the problem, damages for
full injury done to natural resources,
along with enforcement and litiga-
tion costs incurred by the state,"
Stenzel laid

Amoco has more than 100 conta-

mined sites in Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb counties alone, according
to DNR records. "Environmentally.
they are one of the worst polluten
I've ever seen," Stenzel said.

ial group
of art for 30 seconds, it would take

four months to see everything. There
are rooms of Monets and Matisses,
and -two I,eonardo cia Vinci paint-
ings.

"We also saw the throne of the

czar. They talk about the czars as
though they were around yesterday,"
said Gardner.

Gardner and Kosteva said visiting
Lenin's tomb. patrolled by uni-
formed KGB officers, was another

highlight.
Gardner paid his own expenses

during the week-long trip. Half of
Kosteva's trip was paid for by the
Plymouth Ice Sculpture Spectacular
corporation, and the remainder was
subsidized by the Soviets and Conti-
nental and Scandinavian airlines.
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and .11 I aul Amoco
As for defining th• eileot Od the

cootaminatloa, "if they haven't done stolen in break-in
that, theyre real cIO- It'; one of
the *hing. the DNR -11 be loo•••g
at," u id San Juan

Amoco and the DN R agree under
ground cootaminatioo hu spread
east of the Box Bar, muth of the
Mayflower Meeting Houme, and
across Main Street to the Mayflower
Hotel parking lot

7he only area •e are poisibly
disagreeing 00 13 the northwest
They allege there may have been a
Bourre off to the oorthwemt because
one of their wells showed some low

levels of contamination.

We don't believe that point 13 sig-
mficant or valid," said San Juan.
Clearly they've had a release there,

and clearly they are a r•sponsible
party, if not the responsible party "

Amoco has "a number of pumping
wells and an activated carbon tre«t-

Russians wi M
Continued from Page 1

Kosteva found the Soviet people
very serious, and crazy about
Americans. Strangers would come
ight up to us. The first few days it
,as very uncomfortable. They're
ust so desperate for any informa-
ion about America. They knew an
ieredible amount about us. They

Jaeger maps ou
iontinued from Page 1

While Plymouth Police Chief
tichard Myers is leaving at the end
f the month to take a job in Illinois,
wo fire chiefs remain in greater
lymouth.
"That's another one that has to be

1dressed," Jaeger said. Observer & Eccentric reaches Michigan's Finest Suburbs!

A 74-ye.-oid Detrolt ma# who
over a period 01 -,ILI - b-
movIng biloaCop into h aew
Plymouth residence, told polke
that Iomeoae lote h. microwave

Oveo

The oven, valued at *206, wu
taken from his Maria Striet rmi-

dence between March 10 and 13

The man arrived at hi, home to

find the front door forced open It
u not known whether the door •u

pried or kicked open, but there are
stripe marks near the strike plate
onthedoor jamb The molding •u
broken away from the dead bolt,
officer, uid

The man said he would question
neighbors to find out whether they
saw anything suspicious.

SCHOOL LARCENIES: Two

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools employees reported their
purses stolen recently

An East Middle School staffer

told police that sometime between
10 a. m. and 3 pm March 12, some-
one removed her black leather

handbag from an unlocked cabinet
in the Kym office.

In the pune was $60 in cash,
credit cards, a checkbook and sun-

dries. There are no specific sus-
pects, as the office is accessible to
the entire student body.

A West Bloomfield woman who

works at Smith Elementary School
told police that sometime between
12:30 and 3:40 p.m. March 8, some-
one stole her purse from a file cab-
inet in her classroom.

The purse contained an eelskin
wallet valued at $50 and containing
$75 in cash, about eight credit
cards, a checkbook and a $700 pay-

crime watch
check ™ woman *add th cl--

room wu vacut. -lock* aid
unattended for perb.. 4 tial on
at 1-t t.O occ.d". Ult day

School penoonel reported ,-1
no one or nothing une-al

BAG TAG TUSSLE: A P®-man

Street resident told police that
someone 00 March 7 or 8 removed

the city garbage 14 from hil tral
container that •unear the clrb in
front of his house

The city operate, a bal tag pro
gram requiring remidents to buy 01
bags or tagi in order to have their
trash picked up.

CAR FOUND: A Plymouth
Township man, 52, wu a•akened
at 6:45 a m Wedne,day by Cutoo
police, who telephoned to tell him
they'd found his car, which had
been stolen overnight.

The 1986 Mercury LynI was
found near Denton Road, the Plym-
outh Township police report laid
The man told police the car was
last seen at his home at 10 p.m. the
day before.

WINDOW WRECKED: Nine
holes were shot in a half-inch thick
6-by-6 foot window at Quicksilver
Photo, 1313 Ann Arbor Road, late
Tuesday or early Wednesday

The vandalism occurred between
6 pm. and 8:45 a.m., the report
filed with Plymouth Township po-
hee said.
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THM YEAR COULD BE WORSE

"1 got
my son
back-,

As you know, Congress has phased
out interest deductions on most consumer

loans. An exception is a loan secured by
your home. Which makes it a great time
to apply for a home equity line of credit at
First of America Bank*Plymouth

ASpecial 20% Intere,;t
Discount Offer.

When you sign up for a home equity
line by April 15,1991, you'll receive a 20%
discount for all interest you pay this year.
If you act now this offer could save you
hundreds of dollars in interest.

Put The Deduction
Back In Your Interest.

The Federal tax laws allow you to use
your home equity line of credit for any
purpose you want. And in most cases, on
loans all the way up to $100,000, you may
get to take a tax deduction. '

Take Advantage Of
Your Tax Break.

Get your tax break with our home equity
line of credit, You may use this line instead
of other loans that are flo longer fully tax
deductible.

You can also access vour credit line

simply by writing a check. And the payment
schedule is flexible, too.

However, using the equity in your home
is not something you shr)uld do without
careful consideration. Furthermore, there
are some items -like normal living expenses,
for example-for which a home equity line
of credit is definitely not appropriate.

So stop by your nearest First of America
Bank-Plymouth office, or call Pat Travis at
459-9000 for more information. We'll provide
you with a free information brochure and an
application. Well also help you determine if
a home equity line of credit is right for you

In no time, we c an have your good credit
working in your favor.

1601 thi· 71,11711}114 4,11(n Scandinaro, M.D.

e Medical Director'111'j 11„ll·,11 1,1,1/71„,1..
Child and Adolescent

\No ht' 1.4,t 1,1 1„11,1,11· Services

t,·ith th,· 14,i, , l A,wi , 14 ' f,

Many Noung people u·hose'
8'1·1'd ht'Ip." s)'inptoms are chalked up m

1,1,01 ( i. the 'normal' adjusnnena,4
ath,leicence do 714,1 get the

pr(,tcwconal mental health
treatmem thi"v need.

Connie Jahnke,

Adolescent Chemical

Dependency Counselor

"There'% nothing more
Eu·(irding tor me than to give
kid, and their familte# help in
dcahng with 10#tic# chat lead m

a lt/c free ki,m drug and
alcohol u IC . "

Center for Mental Health

and Chemical Dependency

If your child is troubled with behavior (313) 572-5636
Recovery program.,problems, drugs or alcohol, call us.
that change lives

We can help.

f
4

¤ FIRSFFAM Eli CA.
One of the Midwest § biggest banks,

buton& when,u u.mt us to be.
i. -' j i• b-ed on current federal tax lawl. Con•ult your t= advimr regarding
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In so many words 1 1
'Salami' spells victory in area bee 7....le
ly Julle Brown
Staff writer

It'd be pretty easy to undentand
why Sarah Packard might want a
salami undwich for lunch.

"Salami" is the word that won the

area spelling bee for Sarah, 12, a
seventh grader aL West Middle
School in Plymouth.

"I still don't really believe it," said
Sarah, the daughter of Kathy and

Dennis Packard. She was one of 28

students who competed in the event,
Wednesday, March 13, in the gym at
Our Lady of Good Counsel School in
Plymouth.

She'll represent the area at the re-
gional competition next month at
Lawrence Technological University
in Southfield. Sarah prepared for the
area spelling bee with the help of her
mom and aunt. She got a list of
words and spent considerable time

and effort studying.

RUNNER-UP FOR the area spell-
ing bee was Jenna MeWilliams, 13,
an eighth grader at East Middle,
School in Plymouth. "Caucus" was
the word that created some trouble

for Jenna, the daughter of Janet and
Bob MeWilliams of Canton.

Jenna, Sarah and the other stu-

dents earned hearty rounds of ap-
plause for their efforts and determi-
naUon. During the first round, the 28
students faced the spelling challenge
of such words as "illustrate," "fos-

sil," "audible," "demise," "cajole "
and " frugal.

Judges were Jerold Meier, princi-
pal of St. Peter's Lutheran Day
School in Plymouth, and Ted Behn,
principal of Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel School. The pronouncer was
Roeemarie Shilcusky, school librari-
an at Our Lady of Good Counsel

Fifth through eighth graders com-
peted at the area event. A number of
public, private and parochial schools
from the Plymouth-Canton area and
nearby communities participated.

"It's just to encourage the students
to develop within themselves the dis-
cipline of spelling," said Michele
Hanard, area spelling bee coordina-
tor

Competition began at individual
*chools. Each held a spelling bee,
and ooe winner from each school

participated in area competition last
week
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Jonathan Ernst of Our Lady of Good Couniel School spells a word for the judges.

and The Detroit News. It includes re-

gional and state competition, leading
to the national competition in Wash-
ington, D.C.

For spelling bee at individual
schools, teachers and coordinators

come up with lists of spelling words.
said Hazzard. a seventh and eighth
grade teacher at Our Lady of Good
Counsel School.

Sponsors provide word lists for
area competition, although coordina-
ton aren't limited to that list. Use of

one dictionary's recommended by
the sponsors to make the competi-
tien as uniform and fair as possible

Hanard was impressed with the
abilities of students at the spelling
bee. She knows that even in this era

of computer spell-check programs,
spelling skills remain essential.

" I think that it u still an import-

ant skill in our day and age," said
Hanard, a Canton resident "We're
always going to have to write and
expren our ideas." Incorrect spell-
ing and grammar lead to misun<Ser-
standing and confusion about those
ideas, she said.

Spelling bee participants were
able to ask Shilcusky, the pronounc-
er, for word defirutions and exam-
ples of word usage in a sentence. As
the rounds continued. more students
were eliminated until only Jenna
and Sarah remained.

MANY PROUD parents and other
family members came to the compe-
tition, providing an enthusiastic
cheering section for the competitors

Words became progressively more
diffidult, and included "massacre,"
"chalice" "hacienda," "laborious,"

"melancholy," "cranially," "worn-
some," and "centrifuge "

Ted Behn, Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel principal, noticed the students
were a bit nervous

"The first round, they seemed re-
ally tense," he laid. "After that, they '
tightened up a little bit"

Behn, like many adults. relies on:
his computer spell-check program 
He's seen billboards with misspelled·
words, and known there's still a need:
for good spelling in this high-tech '
age

'*The kids seem to know a lot more.

than many adults."
He was impressed with the stu-

dents' performance at the spelling
bee

'They're fantastic," said Behn. a
Dearborn resident "We really had.
the cream of the crop."

Participants faced the •pelling challenge of such words
. "category,. "intricate" and 'lrugal."

THE PROGRAMS sponsored by
Lawrence Technological University

Ford Motor donates $10,000

to schools-business program
Students in Plymouth-Canton

Community Schools received a
$10,000 financial boost last week
from Ford Motor Co.

The donation was made to the

Busines:-Education Partnership, a
joint effort of the Plymouth-Canton
business community and the school
district. The program is designed to
better prepare students for the
world of work while enhancing the
community's understanding of the
schools

Paul Pieula, manager of Ford's
Sheldon Road plant, prmented the
check at the Plymouth Chamber of
Commerce office last week to repre-
sentatives from the partnership and
Superintendent John Hot)en

With him were Jon Huneke, Mark
Blair and John Lankford of the Shel-
don Road plant'§ community rela-
thorn committee

"WE MADE an appeal to Ford for
these funds Ford Motor Co does
support their employeel getting in-
volved where they have a presence
at the local level" uid Pietila, vice
president of the Plymouth Commu-
nity Chamber of Commerce and a
member of the Butine-Education
Partnership Leadership Council

The donation represents support
from Ford's salaried and union em-

ployees as well as the Blackwell
Ford dealership

Pietila Iaid $7.500 of the grant is a
"one-Ume grant for the pilot pro-
gram to see if this is something we
would like to continue

"The rest is something we'd like to
continue annually "

THE MONEY is badly needed and
will be put to good use without delay,
partner,hip chairman Jim Danielsk(
Mid

"The grant helps us with an agen-
da item for next week," said Daniel-
ski, who with the chamber helped
launch the program in 1988

"We were going to talk about mon-
ey at our next meeting Not only
does this take us over the top, it also
Bends a message You ain't seen
nothing yet "

The money will help finance
teacher workshops and partnership
projects, u well u aimisting with the
salary of the partnership coordina-
tor.

"You can't get a person the caliber
of our coordinator, Betty Bloch,
without compenution She is giving
triple u it il, and she did it with her
eyes open," Danteliki maid

"The business community is tith-
ing this way."

WHILE DANIELSKI is encour-

aged, "our goal ts to get every busi
ness involved," he said

*The drug dealen are out there
every day targeting kids. so are the
tobacco and alcohol industries Who

are we not to reach out to them eve-

ry day' This is something we can do
that will really affect this communt-
ty

A lot of people are concerned
that America tS becoming second
class

'All of us need to help kids under-
stand how we got where we are
We're going to do it - it's that sim
pie "

BLOCH SAID Ford'; gift ts repre-
sentative of widespread support
received by the partnership, which
strives to use communitywide re-
sources for the development of Btu
dents

"I think it means a lot to kids to

know why they're learning certain
thing»," she maid "And, businesses
want to help students prepare for the
future I think they want to help the
kids channel their education w that

it's goal-oriented '

District test scores top state
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Student; in the Plymouth-Canton
»chool district out-performed their
state counterpart, on the :tandard-
imed Michigan Educauonal A-els-
ment Program tat, according to
newly releued state Icores

The test measurm morne of the el

mential skills expected of Michigan
students in reading, math and mci
er<

The math and reading portions are
given to fourth-graders and seventh-

graders
Fifth-, eighth-, and lith-graders

take the MEAP,clence test

Scoring in the top quartile on the
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Local unemployment rates increase
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Unemployment hu rl,en slightly
in Plymouth, Plymouth Town,hip
and Canton, according to the latelt
figurei compiled by the Michigan
Employment Security Commillion

January unemployment rates
were at 1.0 pe-ot in Plymouth, 4 1
percent in My,nouth Tow„Ihip and
4 1 percent In Canton; up from DI
cember rat- of U percent In Ply,n-
outh, 3 I in Plmith Tow-hip and
4.2 In Cantoe

Thi lirri,Ii- r,portd in January

were al,o op from thole tabulated in
January 1 990, when unemployment
was at 3 5 perrent in Plymouth, 3 9
in Plymouth Township and 47 In
Canton

Sea,on,1 layoffs coupled with job
loo- in the *tate'§ manufacturing
indulur- cauled January'm .ea.on
ally unadjusted jobl- rat- to
climb in each of Michigan': 12 labor
market areas, mald F Robert Ed-
warN, dirictor of the MESC

l'be colitr•ction. retail trade and

Irvice ind-tr* aloa with state

and local education, all reported -
mnal employment declines through-
out Michigan in January," Edwards
Mid

"In addition, the manufacturing
indu,try alio experienced declines
due largely to production adjust-
ment la i in the automotive and

related her Indu,tries," he add-
ed

The state'* unad jited joble- rate
climbed by more than a peruntage
point In January, to 8 6 perrent from
7 1 percent in December
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