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City to hike property taxe

$100,000.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

City residents will pay 2.8 percent
more in taxes during 1996-97, under
the proposed city budget.

That means someone with a house
valued at $100,000 will pay $29.40
more to the city in taxes, if the $5.05
million budget is approved as pro-
posed.

City of Plymouth residents will be pﬁing
2.8 percent more in property taxes. That
translates into $29.40 for a house valued at

A public hearing on the budget is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Monday, June
3, at Plymouth City Hall, 201 S.
Main. The city commission is sched-
uled to adopt the budget at that ses-
sion.

An 11.76-mill rate is proposed for
city operating millage and 1.25 mills
for solid waste. Both rates are the
same as current rates. It’s because
assessment increases can rise only

at our time of grief.

our family.

unbearable.

A FAMILY THANK You

We are blessed with friendship
and caring. Our two lovely ladies,
Donna and Kimberly Rennolds,
were taken from us in the horrible
crash of ValudJet Flight #592.

The astonishment, disbelief,
pain, sorrow and scores of other
human emotions we have experi-
enced this past week have been undescribable.

However, we have been overwhelmed by the unbe-
lievable number of expressions of sympathy and com-
fort received after this traffic accident. 2

Friends, colleagues, neighbors, and people we didn’t
even know have come forward to express their feelings

- Roy and Christopher Rennolds

There have been so many (hundreds) that will take
some time to respond to each one, but we want each of
you who so openly expressed your feelings to know
how much your actions meant to all the members of

Without the strength provided by your support at
this horrible time, the past week would have been

You will be hearing from us personally real soon.

God bless you all.

as high as the inflation rate _ 2.8
percent _ that residents will see a
corresponding raise in taxes paid to
the city.

Under the proposed budget, city
officials anticipate receiving $4.87
million in the budget period from
property taxes, state-shared revenue
and other sources.

The budget anticipates spending
of $5.05 million. The city adminis-
tration anticipates receiving nearly
$2.9 million from property taxes, the
same amount expected in budget
year 1995-96; more than $984,000 in
state-shared revenues, up $34,000
from the previous year; and

$327,450 in charges for city services.

Other revenue categories include
$95,300 from license and permit
fees; $75,000 in federal grants, down
from $80,000 in 1995-96; $327,000
in charges for city services; $121,500
in cemetery revenues; and $52,300
in parking revenues, up from a pro-
jected $44,250 this year.

Top spending categories include
$319,360 for Municipal Services
Department costs; $667,500 for Ply-
mouth Community Fire Department
costs, down from $732,150 in 1995-
96; nearly $1.5 million for police
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‘and friends filled the church

Longtime band director to be honored

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

You could call this Plymouth-Canton Band
Alumni concert “Mr. Griffith’s Opus.”
That's because more than 100 former students

Spring puts chill on sales

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

This cool, wet spring has been a downer for local businesses that

count on warm weather.

“When the days are rainy and cloudy business is slow and when
the sun is shining business is busy,” said Val Saxton of Saxton’s

Garden Center on Ann Arbor Trail.

This spring, “There’s been a general decline all around,” she said.

“Every day they come in and say, ‘When is spring coming? People
don’t like to get out in their yard and work when its cool and its
damp. People who were going to work on their lawns on weekends

have to cancel the rental machines,” she said.

“The germination of grass seed has been very slow this spring due
to the cool weather. We keep telling them it will grow when it

warms up,” she said.

of James Griffith will be on hand to salute the
high school band director, who retired last year
after more than 38 years teaching.

“They’re coming from all over the country; Ver-
mont, Georgia, basically from everywhere,” said

Susan Pocklington, who is helping to organize the
concert.

It's scheduled for 8 p.m. Saturday, May 25, at
the Plymouth Salem High School auditorium.

See BAND, 2A

Getting
ready:

Spri

sales have
lagged due
to cooler
than
normal
weather.
But things
will start
to move
when it’s
warmer,
according
to Allen
Saxton.
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While they're getting some
business from folks bringing in
lawn mowers for start-of-season
service, Saxton said, “It's not the
wild flood we would normally

transition from soups to salads
and we should be selling more
cold beverages,” he said

“We should have a higher vol-
ume of people to enjoy the warm
weather,”

Webster said, adding he sched-
ules more employees for when
weather is warmer to handle
business

At the Dairy King ice cream
parlor on Main Street, owner
Carol Laing also said the weath-
er has kept business down. “I
would say landscapers, construc-

Clippers

(810)478-3828
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

BARKS PER YARD DECORATIVE STONE |

get.”

When warm weather hits,
folks line up at the Penniman
Deli at lunch time to buy sand
wiches and more and head to the
deck outside or Kellogg Park
Has the cold spring affected
business? “Yes 1t has,’
owner Russ Webster

“We should be making the

Pecra:toc

1996 Price List
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Redwood. 30.50 Red Lava $124.50/Ton
Shredded Cedar.............*26.50  Black Lava............. $124.50/Ton
Shredded Hardwood......*19.50  Michigan Boulders...*75.00/Ton

$20.00 Delivery

TOP SOIL LAWN EDGING

Screened Top Soil...*15.50/Yard 20" wiconnectors & stakes.*10.50

Fill Dirt.......oooove. ¥8.50/Yard  Extra Kits.... )
Michigan Peat........*222.50/Yard ~ 90° Corners. $3.50
BSOS e 32250/7ar00  [Teesianinnns .'3.50
SPECIALS
5 Yards 5 Yards

50/50 Mix

*95.50

Michigan Peat

*95.50

JREE 5 Yards  FREE DELIVERY
DELIVERY
100% Cedar Mulch
$
SYards 1 21 025 SYards
Top Soil et Red Wood Mulch
s DELIVERY s
77.50 129.95
FREE DELIVERY FREE DELIVERY
Call Early For 8 Mile Rd =
Guaranteed Delivery 4 29615 - 3
—_ : é ited on 8 Mile E
eal -0 |

tion people and us, we're waiting
for some sunshine,” she said.
“There just haven't been peo-
ple walking around Plymouth, it
hasn’t been nice,” Laing said,
adding she’s cut back on employ-
ees until the weather warms up.
“Everyone that has suppled
me says the same thing, dairies
are down, suppliers are down,
it’s a chain reaction,” she said.
While temperatures were sup-
posed to rise over the weekend,
Laing said, “I hope it isn’t 85 and
raining. I hope its 85 and

sunny.”

Plymouth Municipal Services
Director Paul Sincock said,
“We're running probably two to
three weeks behind in our spring
efforts.”

“We obviously haven't planted
all the spring flowers in barrels
around Kellogg Park and in a
variety of other areas we typical-
ly plant,” he said.

Taxes from page 1A

department costs; and $343,111
for city finance department
costs

In a message accompanying
the budget, City Manager Steve
Walters said the primary focus
of the 1996-97 city budget is the
capital outlay program, for
which $200,000 is being set
aside.

“The city’s aging infrastruc-
ture (streets and sewers)
demands significant financial
resources for renovations and
replacements,” Walters said.

“At the same time, the general
fund 1s limited by the Headlee
amendment to essentially the
current tax levy. This means
that much of the funding for cap-
ital improvements must be found
within current revenue sources,
by finding operating efficiencies
such as the fire department
merger and making hard priority
choices about the funding levels

of existing programs and opera-
tions,” he said.

Walters said one budget area
that officials are looking at is
recreation. While commissioners
have yet to decide, they're con-
sidering raising non-resident
recreation fees by $30-$50 per
activity.

The city manager said the
city’s cost to pay off past bond
projects is declining, but real
savings in this area won't hap-
pen until the 1997-98 budget
year, when the debt will be
reduced by $150,000 compared
to the current budget year.

While the budget shows no
surplus, the city administration
maintains a $450,000 budget
stabilization fund to deal with
emergencies.

Summer is Finally Here!

Last chance for this season's sale

Receive a s350 Rebate on a

plus

Ultra High Efficiency Air Conditioner

MECHANICAL ENERGY SYSTEMS
at our Plymouth-Canton location today!

(313) 453-6746

Call...

With a Home Equity Loan at Community Federal
you can borrow like a BIG PLAYER but still pay
like a Home Ownerl

Through December 31, 1996 you can borrow
against the equity in your home at a low
introductory rate of just 7.95%. After that, the
rate will be the Wall Street Journal Prime
PLUS JUST 1%! At Community Federal, you'll

\ applies 1o lines of credit

1o open your

’

pay no set-up fees, no annual fees and enjoy
fast, personal service. You'll have check writing
privileges and the interest you pay may be fax

deductible.

So don't let your interest rate climb the corporate
ladder - stop by your local Community Federal
Credit Union branch where you'll always get the

most for your money.

Plymouth Canton Northville/Novi
500 S. Harvey Street 6355 N. Canton Center 400 E. Main Street
313 453-1200 313 455-0400 810 348-2920

discounted .mauay voriable rate of 7.95% is good fhrough December 31, 1996: Aller that, the rate will be the Wall Street Journal Prime Plus 1%. This offer
e mam“mqubmdywhm’oﬂ. The APRs are vorioble and subject o change monthly and are based on the
Wall Street Journal prime rate phus the applicable margin. Maximum APR is 18%. Offer limited 10 new accounts ond line increases of $5000 or more. There are no other costs
mt. Plecse J your sax advisor regarding tax deductibility. Property insurance required. Equal Housing Lender. '

-

Parent honored by board*

Don Fullerton, a Salem High
School parent volunteer,
received the Volunteer in Public
Schools (VIPS) award at the
Board of Education meeting May
13 at the E.J. McClendon Educa-
tional Center.

A volunteer in the testing cen-
ter at Salem High School, Fuller-
ton has tutored several students
on a one-to-one basis, and assist-
ed with math instruction in
many invaluable ways, said
Judy Evola, Plymouth-Canton
schools’ community relations

Band from page

director.

Tom Salbenblatt, Salem High
School math teacher who nomi.
nated Fullerton, said Fullertén
has volunteered as often as four
times a week, assisting students
with math assignments.

“Don gives selflessly of his
valuable time, is dependable and
pleasant to work with, and
always shows concern for the
social and academic atmosphere
at the Plymouth-Canton Educa-
tional Park,” Salbenblatt said.

1A

There are still openings with the
alumni band for interested
alumni.

Pocklington, a 1976 Plymouth
Salem graduate who played with
the Traverse City Symphony
Orchestra, said Griffith had a
special ability to teach musical
excellence.

“He has the ability to take a
group and hone their skills, he
really got us to perform beyond a
level most people thought possi-
ble for high school,” Pocklington
said. ;

She played flute and piccolo in
the band and still teaches part
time. “We all remember the
thrill of the sound that came
from the band, there was noth-
ing like it,” Pocklington said.

“He got us to the point where
we could feel that, at times it can
give you goose bumps. He gave
us the best he had and in turn
we learned what excellence
meant.”

Former student Bill Lucas, a
1975 Plymouth Salem graduate,
now plays trumpet with the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra.
“We call him Griff,” he said.

“Basically he talked me into~

being a musician. When I left

high school I wasn’t sure what [
was going to do. When you
audition there are 170 other
trumpet players and I'd have to
beat them all to get my job, I
didn’t think I could do that,”
Lucas said.

He then studied engineering at
the University of Michigan, but
didn't do well. “He offered to talk
to me about music and made a
lot of sense, I decided to really go
for it,” Lucas said.

“I think the other thing about
Griff that’s really extraordinary,
is a lot of musicians just play
notes and there’s no feeling
behind it. I can look back to my
early high school years and real-
ize he was teaching music, not
teaching notes. That’s really
rare,” Lucas said.

Pocklington said the recent
movie “Mr. Holland’s Opus”
could almost have been about
Griffith. There's a similarity in
the two, she said, “because in
the movie his students were his
composition.”

“We really want people to
come hear the concert,” she said.

Robert Reynolds, director of
bands at the University of Michi-
gan, has written a fanfare for the
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Crew has better idea for Plymouth, commercial a

In spotlight:
A film crew
turned

Penniman in
Plymouth
into a

Hollywood-
like set on
Friday. The
site was a
scene for a
Ford
commercial
that deals
with a
family that
has worked
at the Ford
Motor Co.
for seueral
generations.
At right, a
member sets
up the
lighting.
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"What are they doing?"

That wai the often-heard comment spoken’
by passers by Thursday along Penniman,

Avenue we,t of Harvey, u crews filmed a Ford
commercial that will be shown nationally.

The crackle of a walkie-talkie brandished by
location manager Tom Jacob also filled the air.

as Michael and Mary Beth Soignet _ owneri of

¥le house chosen as the place to film the corn-
mercial _ smiled and chatted with curious

neighbors and film crew members.
While the film crew was to take over the

house for most of the day, Mary Beth Soignet

said she and her husband were free to go
inside and retrieve items, or even take a show-

Jacob, who is based in the Detroit area, said L

he picked the Soignet's home after scouting -

several locations.

"We were looking for a home that had a -

beautiful old interior, wooden floors, a real
classic all-American look," he said.

Lined along Penniman were dozens of equip-
ment trucks and motor homes for the actors.
There were 60 crew members on hand for the
shoot, many of whom work for a Los Angeles-
based film company.

The commercial, Jacob said, ia called "Gen-
erations.” "It deals with a family where four
generations have worked for Ford," he said.

It features an actor portraying a grandson
who looks through a family photo album, and
recalls family members who worked for Ford.

"My job is the overall coordinator. | make

sure people get fed on time, every aspect, .
Jacob said.

Among his responsibilities was having spe-,

cial lighting on hand to simulate sunlight __

STAFF PHOTO BY BILL BRE,UN

something needed on the cloudy afternoon.

Improvements planned at Mettetal Airport in fall

BY RALPH E ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

Mettetal Airport's dilapidated, and in some cases
waterlogged, hangars will begin to be replaced
next year if all goes as planned.

Airport advisory board member John VVergona,

4 state Bureau of Aeronautics representative Randy

Coller and airport manager Doug Kitze met Thurs-

1 day to discuss the fuLu(r)(;J%fy hangars at the state-

wned airport sout an ast of Lilley
They were confident that space in a new hangar
could be rented almost immediately.

“"They'll all be full no matter what you build,"”

Kitze said.

"With (Big Beaver Airport in) Troy closing, |
rwe‘ll.aave any trouble filling a new
er said.

Vergona and Coller debated where the new
hangar should go. Coller favored a spot of "beach-
front property"” next to the runway on the west

1 'With (Big Beaver Airport in) Troy closing, | don't think we'll have any

trouble filing a new hangar.'

side.

Vergona preferred the northeast corner of the
airport behind an existing hangar.
The difference is that Coller's location could

accommodate a "T-hangar" from which planes
would come out on both sides.

In Vergona's location there isn't enough room for
a T-hangar. They'd have to build a "box" hangar
there with planes going in and out on one side
only.

Because of the way airplanes are shaped, more
of them can be stored in a T-hangar. So T-hangars

Randy Coller

-Aviation official

are more cost efTective than box hangars.

Coller estimated that a box hangar would cost
one-third more to build than a T-hangar.

Vergona favors building the box hangar in the
northeast corner because nothing else can be done
with that area.

Once the new hangar is built, at least one of the

most run-down existing hangars would probably be
razed.

Kitze said he would lose some of his current ten-

ants if box hangars are built because they couldn't
afford the rents the airport would have to charge

SINCE
1977

for box hangars. Thd hangars would be filled, but
with corporate planes and planes owned by
wealthy people, he said,.

Coller predicts that a new hangar would cost at
least $100,000, but not more than $200,000. The
hangar would be paid for with airport revenue.
Pilots planning to rent space in the new hangar
would likely be required to pay six months rent in
advance. The rent, Coller said would probably
start at $250 to $300 per month.

"If you want a nice hangar, you've got to pay
more money," Coller said.

The hangars targeted for demolition are Nos. 14
and 15, which together hold 21 airplanes.

"The hangars need to be replaced," Kitze said.
"The walls don't come down to the ground. (The
floor | is heaving. And you've got water in there.

Vergona suggested jacking up these hangars and
pouring new concrete underneath, but Coller can't
see spending that much money on them.
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Formd opetnt. Sister Laura Marie Kendrick dances as a musical group sings
during the reopening of St. John Center /br Youth and Family.

St. John Center marks formal opening

This past weekend marked
the grand reopening and dedi-
cation of the St. John Center
for Youth and Family.

Formerly St. John Provin-
cial Seminary, the center
opened its doori to thousands
of well-wishers for the gala
that began Friday with a 7
p.m. ceremony and ended with
a prayer service and open
houle Sunday afternoon.

Located at 44011 Five Mile
Road just east of Sheldon in
Plymouth Townehip, the een-
ter im being reopened a, a
retreat and conference center
for teene, young adulto, cou-
ples and familiee in th. Anh-
dioce,e of Detroit

The center also housee the
Cardinal Maida Inititute for
l.ader,hip Formation, which
will omr programe and activi-

ties designed to develop and
encourage young adult leader,
in parishes and their commu-
nities.

Cardinal Adam Maida, arch-
bishop of Detroit, dedicated the
center Friday evening. In
attendance were 500 invited
guest: including civic, busine-
and religious leaders, members
of archdiocesan advisory
boardi, and youth,school and
pariah leadership

They were treated to mfheh-
ments, entertainment and
toun of the newly-refurbiahed
Italian Ren,i-ance building.

Saturdayk activitie, were
geared toward teens, young
adulte and their families and

youth minlitere. Tours, enter-
tainment and refreihments

Sunday’, activities - for

families, parish groups and
iNnterested individuals -

focused on the programs,
accommodations and activities
available at St. John Center.

For more information about
St. John Center for Youth and
Family, please contact Fr.
John West, director, at
(313)237-4668.

St. John's educated and
trained men from six dioceses
for the prieithood from 1949 to
1988. It was closed and put up
for sale several years agoafter
enrollment declined. The arch-
diocese considered a few pur-
chase offers, but opted to
instead keep and convert the
seminary for the public's use.
It has been open for several
months on a limited basis for
weekend Engaged Encounters
and Marriage Encounters.
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