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TODA

Local business: Jay Densmore of
Plymouth Furniture Refinishing
relates his 20 years in the busi-
ness./2A

COUNTY NEWS

Smoke-free: As part of a statewide
effort, a Wayne County group is
working to publicize the dangers
of smoking and second-hand
smoke./5A

On the Net: Dr: Robert Iverson
has appealed on the Internet for
support in his bid to find the per-
son who murdered his wife./12A

MALLS & MAINSTREETS

Business boom: Troy’s “Golden
Corridor,” blooms as the Somer-
set Collection shopping complex
draws business to Big Beaver —
big time./10A

Fall fashion: What’s cool for
school? /10A

Harvest time: Michigan fruits
and vegetables are ripe for har-
vesting. Freezing or canning can
help you savor summer a little
longer. /1B

Cutting fat: Vegetable recipes are

not always low in fat. Substitute

ingredients to trim 17.2 grams of
fat from potato soup. /1B

Olympic gymnasts: Krasimir
Dounev, from Bulgaria, was in
town to put his silver medal-win-
ning gymnastics skills on display
Friday./1C

Talking to the boss: Jack Roberts,
the man in charge at the
MHSAA, told members of the
media last week that the areas of

concern remain basically the
same./1C

Classifieds B-D Pets 4D
Announcements 3D Real Estate 5B
Autos 4D | Rentals ™
Crossword 7B Sports 1C
Jobs 9B Movies 4B
Home & Service 3D .
Merchandise 3D

HOW TO REACH US

Newsroom: 313-459-2700

Newsroom Fax: 3134594224
E-mail: newsroom @ oeonline.com
Nightline/Sports: 313-9563-2104
Reader Comment Line: 313-953-2042
Classified Advertising: 313-591-0900
Display Advertising: 313-591-2300
Home Delivery: 313-691-0600

Cable TV Weekly: 313-953-2182
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Plymouth-area community leaders are
spearheading an effort to plan for the

future through an initiative called “Ply-

mouth Vision 2020.” The public will be
asked for input this fall.

ernment and business leaders want

Leaders ponder future needs

ber of Commerce. After one meeting,
the group agrees a public meeting —
probably in October at the Plymouth
Cultural Center — would be a good
way to find out what problems and
goals need to be addressed.

Realtor Pat Pulkownik is chair-
woman of the group, which so far

To head off problems and meet the

needs of residents, community gov-

to start some serious planning.
“Plymouth Vision 2020" is the

name for the planning effort headed

by the Plymouth Community Cham-

ment leaders, school officials and
business people.

includes city and township govern-

a SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS

996 Suburb G

“The chamber board of directorst

came up with the idea we needed to
look 20 to 25 years in the future and
see what we want this whole Ply-
mouth community to look like, so we
can avoid some of the errors of the
past,” Pulkownik said.

Plymouth Mayor Ron Loiselle,

See STUDY, 4A
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PLYMOUTH
PIPELINE

he Plymouth Poets are presenting two
;:,ried programs on public access cable

The show “The Poet and the Power” airs
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
days and at 5:30 p.m. Saturdays. It fea-
tures poets, artists and creative writers

from
“Lift

and metro Detroit.

program of the Episcopal Church.

igh the Cross” airs at 7:30 p.m.
Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 9
p.m. Fridays. It is an evangelical outreach

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

Don’t be alarmed if it seems
that airplanes are leaving Mette-
tal Airport lately and not coming
back.

The pilots are getting the heck
out before the airport closes for
30 days, beginning Monday, Aug.
12, for about $478,000 worth of
improvements.

The Michigan Bureau of Aero-
nautics has scheduled Mettetal
for a long list of enhancements
this year and beyond.

Officials hope that federal
money will be available to pay for
about 90 percent of it.

The big ticket item this year is

~Bee PIPELINE, 2A | the reconstruction and widening
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of the airport’s lone runway.

The runway’s length will
remain the same — 2,556 feet —
but the width will incréase from
45 to 75 feet, making it safer for
planes to land and take off.

Additional taxiways will be
built and new runway lights
installed.

Construction of a new hangar
and rehabilitation of existing
hangars will wait until next year,
said Bureau of Aeronautics
spokesman Pete Bernardo.

Some of the existing hangars
will likely be razed, while others
are scheduled for preservation.

Mettetal Airport will probably
reopen for business in mid-Sep-
tember.
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In the meantime, many pilots
have taken their aircraft to Wil-
low Run Airport and elsewhere.

Kitze Aviation flying instruc-
tion will proceed as usual, but;
from New Hudson Airport. Lo
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Furniture specialist: Jay Densmore has worked in the furniture refinishing business for more than 20
years. Located in Old Village, his business is Plymouth Furniture Refinishing Inc.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER ] |

After 20 years of stripping

¢ age. Everyone has to be

chairs and tables, Jay Densmore ™MAarriage Everyon
isn’t finished yet moving in pace for it to be success-

’ : . ful,” he said
He’s seen thousands of chairs, J ; .

tables, desks and more, and some I learned basically Lhut quality
downturns in business in slow 8 the key, our motto is: Nothing
3 : - is less than the best.” That’s

economic times

But after slow business during
the Carter years in the late *70s, fair
Densmore said, “The Reagan W
years were really, really good
That trickle-down trickled right ﬁ,'v“
into here.” vill

In recent years, business has Der
steadied, and his 10,000-square-
foot, two-level workshop at 331 N
Main is full of items waiting to be
refinished or taken home by their
owners.

“Everything is stripped down by
hand. We run usually six to eight
weeks turnaround,” he said,
before customers can expect to get
the item back. He has five full-
time employees.

It was in the mid-1970s when
Densmore — a 1968 Plymouth
High School grad — got interested
in furniture refinishing. “I started
doing my own stuff when I got
married. We didn’t have any-
thing,” he explained

“I've always been a wood guy,
one of the guys in high school
who’s always in the wood shop,”
he said. -

Then in 1976 he started an Old  YOU
Village business called Furniture S°oMm
Rejuvenation with four other part-
ners. After five years, the partner-
ship dissolved, and he started his St
own business which continues P-m
today, called Plymouth Furniture 9ar

whe

and
an
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feat

coffi

was

brin

Refinishing Inc.

ness with a partner is much like a

niture refinishing shops within a
; blocks of each other in Old

around the area share information
wigged out about competition,” he
said.

more said there's still plenty
of mahogany furniture coming in
for work from the 1930s and '40s
— passed on parents to their baby
that he's been getting in more

Among the unusual pieces that
have come in over the years was a

said, smiling. Another was a
gynecologist’s exam table.

“The nicest thing is you can
actually take people back in time.

parents, when you refinish it, it

store hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5

j ‘

Longtime businessman takes a shine to refinishing

learned that running a busi-

at’s kept us in business, and
pricing.”
'here there were once four fur-

age, now there are two. But
1smore said competitors
even materials at times. “It's

ice network, we're not all

f trends in the business, Dens-

mer children. But he notes
Os “modern” furniture,

uring lighter woods.

n. “The owner assured me he
n’t part of a cult,” Densmore

get a senior citizen who has
ething that belonged to their
he said.

gs back memories,”

Monday through Friday and
m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.
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NEW STORE HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 8pm
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of Canton Last

For the very Best Prices on:
« Carpet * Ceramic Tile * Vinyl Tile » Sheet Vinyl « Wood * Pergo
» Grout » Adhesives * Maintenance Products *
After You Shop the rest... Shop the Best!
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& CARPET of CANTON

“Customer Service is the Difference”

42489 Ford Road at Lilley » Canton Corners Shopping Center
(313) 844-2010

READER SERVICE LINES

Observer Newsroom E-Mail

¥ Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to
the editor or make general comments to any member of our news
staff through E-Mail via the Internet at the following address
newsroom@oeonline.com.

Homeline: 313-953-2020

# Open houses and new developments in your area
® Free real estate seminar information
#® Current mortgage rates

Classified After Hours: 313-591-0900

i Place classified ads at your convenience

Circulation Department: 313-591-0500

B If you have a question about home delivery or if you did not
receive your paper, please call one of our customer service repre-
sentatives during the following hours:
Monday and Thursday:
8am-6p.m.

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday:
8:30a.m. -5:30 p.m.

Fax Line: 313-953-2288

® You can use a MasterCard or Visa
to access the following information
from our classified ads. This service
is available by noon Wednesday and
Saturday:
Item No. 9822:
Vehicles: used trucks, vans and all
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95

OFE On-Line: 313- 591-0903 |

® You can access On-Line with just r]
about any communications software
- PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
* Send and receive unlimited e-mail.
® Access all features of the Internet - Telnet, Gopher, WWW and more.
* Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric newspapers.
¢ Chat with users across town or across the country.

# To begin your On-Line exploration, call 313-591-0903 with your
computer modem. At the login prompt, type: new. At the password
prompi, press your enter key. At the key prompt, type: 9508.

On-Line Hotline: 313-953-2266
~J If you need help, call the On-Line Hotline at the number above.
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Live entertainment program finale slated for Aug. 23

Downtown Plymouth’s Friday night enter-
tainment series offers free, live entertain-
ment, as the first season of the series comes
to an end this month.

The season finale Friday, Aug. 23, will fea-
ture two musical acts: Pamela Ransford and
The Plymouth Guitar Band and Perry
Hughes/Bill Reid Trio.

Ransford’s live shows and critically
acclaimed vocal work on the best selling chil-
drens book/tape entitled “The Barefoot Balle-
rina” (by Bloomfield Hills author Dee Heinz-
erling) has won the hearts of all who lis-
tened. She has also performed the theme
“Little Friend” in the feature film entitled

“Running Free,”
and HBO last mc

national jazz/adu
tions, which was

sax/reedsman Da
Orange Lake Driv

Pam takes the sta
George Benson

on cable channels Cinemax
Symphony Orchestra.

Ransford also has a current release of her
composition “Love Nights” in rotation on the

one can always count on a few surpises when

the best Ja
nth, with the Minneapolis He is a ma
devoted to
previously,
It contemporary radio sta- has always
part of a compilation by

vid Reinstein, formerly of hand bass
e and Prismatic Band. And believed.
The final

ge.
once called Perry Hughes p.m.

zz Guitarist in the United States.
jor force on the jazz scene today.

Although a great deal of his time has been

world tours with Earl Klugh and
the Supremes, his first true love
been the old style organ trio —

organ, guitar, drums.
master producer/percussionist Gene Dunlap, In the
on the Avenue Jazz label. Her group brings
former temptations bassist Mark Geddes,

style of the old Wes

Montgomery/Jimmy Smith albums, this trio
will stun first-time listeners Bill Heid’s left-

technique must be seen to be

concert series will be held in Kel-

logg Park in downtown Plymouth from 6-10

Pme'ine from page 1A

Host and producer is Rod
Reinhart. The shows are spon-
sored by the Plymouth Poets, Inc.

Westside Area Council of the

Diocese of Michigan and Albin,

Free music

Paul Ventimiglia performs
jazz from 7-8:30 p.m. at Forest
and Ann Arbor Trail in the Fri-

NEED COUNSELING?

day Nite Freebies series spon-
sored by the Plymouth Down-
town Development Authority.

Call (313) 981-3800

CENTER FOR
BEHAVIOR & MEDICINE

The Friday shows are free.

In a free show for kids, Marc
Thomas and his buddy Max the
Moose perform at noon Wednes-
day in Kellogg Park in the week-
ly Music in the Park series.

This show is put on by the Ply-
mouth Community Arts Council
and sponsored by business and
corporate donations.

Plumouth Dbserver %,

(USPS 436-360)

3569) 1o PO. Box 3004, Livonia. MI 48151_ Telephone 581-0500.
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE

Newsstands per copy. 75¢
Carrier per month, $3 80
Carrier per year, $43 20
Mar . yearly. $55 00

All advertising published in the Plymouth Observer is subject 1o the
of which are available from the advertising
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Vets car wash

The Vietnam Veterans of Ply-
mouth and Canton hold their
Annual Carwash Fund raiser
Sunday at the Lighthouse Car-
wash on Ford Road a half-mile
west of [-275 between Haggerty
and Lilley roads.

Prices remain the same and
proceeds will be donated to the
veterans. Additional donations
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About $1 A Day Can Buy
You A New-Air Conditioner

dollar a day when you apply your energy savings.

enjoying all the savings and benefits of these new ones now.

mnﬁmmﬂﬁmaﬂhmdm

Right now you can buy a new three ton central air-
conditioning unit for only $39 per month. That’s about one

Here’s why purchasing one of these systems at
this price is a smart move for almost any
homeowner with an older air conditioner. Air
conditioners are the single largest consumer of energy in a
home. And the older outdated ones use up far more energy
than is needed. Even the least efficient of the newer
systems cools your home with one half the energy of most

This is the reason that 7 out of 10 systems we replace I |\,
are still operating. Most people don’t wait for their old unit
to die. They know it is a smart move to go ahead and start

So call MECHANICAL ENERGY SYSTEMS at 313-
453-6748 and schedule a free inspection. Check out the

"J '\ ! { l\

F-STOP mmm CENTER
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Want a house?

The Plymouth District Library
board is willing to give away two
houses to someone who'll move
them at their own expense.

The houses at 226 and 236
Union St. were bought by the
library so they can be moved to
make room for new library con-
struction.

Interested parties should call
Library Director Pat Thomas at
453-0750.

_Elected to board

Richard Friday of Plymouth
has been elected to the National
Kidney Foundation of Michigan.

A senior vice president for
W.B. Doner & Co. Advertising in
Southfield, he brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience to the
foundation.

The foundation is dedicated to
the prevention, treatment and
cure of kidney disease through
programs in research, organ
donation and patient services.

The KODAK Film
Race Car Is
Coming!

Bring your

* * camera and
capture the

excitement

on KODAK
Film!
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1
| Bikers Sage 1A
fun to ride in," he said.
Lavander said the wildest modification he'§ heard of wa
the hot tub someone had on their bike. 1
a busi- Jason Meininger, a Plymouth Salem student from Ply-
h like a mouth Township who also rides with the group,said, -I'he
8 to be chrome catches your \
iuccess- eye. They draw crowds
Will basically, it gets
ualit v ect »
R uy why don't you g.  "He ggrees an attrac-
That's a Car? SOmet|meS they tion im the variety of /’ _
uy *nice bike'... ways you can cus- L J - * "B R
L tomize a |OV\-I rider bike. S R Z —
yur fur- Jason Meininger You can pick what J
ithin a —Plymouth Township rider seat color you want,
in OId the pedals, the chain -
m. But brass or silver, the type
etitors of air caps, mirrors,
mation how long of a sissy bar,
es. "It's the kick stand,” he
iot all said.
n,"” he Some bikes have neon lights under the seats. Lavender F @TA,7 PIOTOm H Bal BR:ma -
has two electronic car horns on his bike. It's hilarious,"
, Dens- Meininger said.
plenty Some have springs on the front, to allow the rider to imi-
ning in tate the bounce of a modified low rider car.
nd ‘408 The reaction to the bikes? "Some people will say why
ir baby don't you get a car? Sometime they say 'Nice bike',”
notes Meininger said.
i more The youths say police hassle them a bit, like the time last
iture, week when an officer told them not to block the sidewalk.
Not long after, another patrol officer swung his car around
es that in front of them as they rode in the street.
i was a "He was boiling mad, he said 'Why are you boys riding in
me he the street'?" Meininger said. Lavander has been ticketed
isrmore twice, once for noise from his stereo.
was o "It seems like they don't think we live around the area,
one guy was telling us to go home,"” Meininger said.
>u can While you ean buy a complete low rider bike, it's common
1 time. to order a bike frame and the other parts separately,
ho has Lavander said. Cost for a basic bike is around $200.
| E— _-— e e—— E m ——
h it, it
aid. e .
Nn. to 5 - _ _
ay and P, 11 T hey like bikes: Mike Lavander (belovw and above

right)) shows off a rear view of his bike with cus-
plate. Above and right, Ryan Freismuth cleans

whitewalls on his bicycle, and at left, Jason

Meininger cuts the supports on his sissybar.

23 A .

ed States

ine today.
has been 1 Most of the bikes have 204nch wheels,
whitewalls and a range of modifications.
Schoolcraft student (Mike) Lavander has a

fatter whitewall tire in the back than In the

true love
an trio -

Id Wwes front, back-up lights on the back, a reabview

, this trio mirror and a car stereo mounted on the han-
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LARGE SEUC,ION OF BEAUTIFUL DOOR & SIDEUGHT
COMBLNKI-!ONS AVAILABLE AT AFK,ROARIE PEICES!

cated to
1 rough
gan
- 64,4 9&
Don't be mislead by
Home Center's low prices
AT EMPIRE ...
WE DO IT ALL!
When we are done with your job
it is 100% maimenance Free
NO PAINTING - - NO STAINING!
Fitm We Keep Eveybody Happy |
h \] 5 1 fl aZ
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era and
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:ODAK

Wi-6ws i. allshapes
and sizes custom built :ofit your home.
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