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New Morning School celebrates a dream come true, A4

um

Township hires Troy police chief

Police Department, with 25 officers,
McCarthy said. The position was adver-

B Lawrence Carey, Troy police

chief, is the new Plymouth

Township police chief. He will
start his job Jan. 5 and plans

to move to the township.

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Township police chief.

Plymouth Township Supervisor Kath-
leen Keen McCarthy announced Carey’s
appointment before township trustees at
their meeting Tuesday. He is to begin his

new job Jan. 5.

McCarthy said she and Carey have
begun negotiating his salary and benefits.
She plans to present a five-year employ-
ment contract for Carey at the next town-

ship board meeting Dec. 16.

The Troy position, where Carey manages
127 officers, pays $74,664. He'll take a pay
cut to manage the Plymouth Township

Lawrence Carey, 53,
who has served 14 years
as Troy police chief, has
been named Plymouth

tised at around $65,000.

“One of the main things for me personal-
ly is the fact that it’s still local, it’s not out
of state,” Carey said. “I've lived in south-

east Michigan all my life.”

While residency is not required, Carey
said he will move his family to Plymouth
Township. “I believe in being part of the
community, [ have to live here,” he said.

Upon assuming the post, Carey said, “I'll
do a lot of learning” about the department.
“I want to try to get a feel for what peo-
ple’s needs are, and what level of police

service.”

in Troy.

Asked what changes he might imple-
ment, Carey said goals and mission state-
ments now in place at the township police
“are the same basic philosophy I developed

observer-eccentric.com

“I've tried to be more efficient in use of
technology, in organization of personnel.

“Troy is a police department that has
grown, I've been through that process,” he

Please see CHIEF, A6

Sliding and
slithering

Friends: Joanna
Stark and Todd
Bernard have a
slew of reptiles,
including snakes
and Fred the
iguana. Stark
and Bernard say
that spiders,
snakes and other
creatures that
slither make great
pets, not animals
that people need
to dislike or fear.

CARNEGIE

I don'’t like spiders and snakes,

No, that ain’t what it takes

To love me ...

-Jim Stafford,
Snakes”

“Spiders and

“My neighbor has a snake and a
lizard, and she seems normal ...”

—-Bartender, Don Pedro’s Restau-
rant, Detroit.

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER

Afraid of spiders, snakes, lizards

‘., il

and other things that crawl or slith-
er?

You shouldn’t be, say Ron Romano
of Canton, Joanna Stark of Plymouth
and a lot of others who claim they
make fascinating housepets.

These hobbyists believe what's
wrong isn't their choice of pets, but
people’s ignorance and fear.

Like those who own cats or dogs,
they say they just enjoy the animals.

Romano, 40, and a Ford engineer
who’s been “messing with snakes”
since his youth, finds them “extreme-
ly interesting to watch, extremely

Spiders and snakes - ead!

interesting to breed. They’re beauti-
ful animals” with “beautiful colors
and patterns.”

Children Stephanie, 9, and Antho-
ny, 7, handle them while mom Diane
cares for the chameleons. She also
bathes the snakes to help them shed,
adds the New York City native, who
brought his Burmese python to
Michigan when he came some years
ago to work for Ford.

“I've got pictures of the kids” hold-
ing the 11-foot Burmese, says proud

Please see SNAKES, A8

‘Tis the season

to reach out and help others in need.
The Observer would like to acknowledge
those who give to their community year
around by volunteering for various
charitable organizations or simply
helping a neighbor in need. Do you know

someone who deserves to be
recognized for

their good

deeds? We want unteering
to know about -
them too. Write us >

at 794 S. Main, Plymouth, MI, 48170 or
fax us at (313) 459-4224. Include their
name, phone number and a few short
paragraphs about them.
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Hello: Acting Police Chief Bob Smith, flanked by Fire Chief
Larry Groth and Chief Building Official Charles
Mcllhargy, congratulates new Chief Lawrence Carey
Tuesday night following Carey’s confirmation.

Plymouth
motorist
victim of
road rage

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

A Plymouth man says he was afraid
of a “fatal confrontation” after a high
speed chase along eastbound I-96 in
Livonia, with a stranger who was try-
ing to force him to stop along the free-
way.

“I entered the freeway at Newburgh
and the next thing I know this guy is
hanging out the side of his pickup,
screaming and yelling at me,” recalled
Mark Nadon. “As far as I remember, I
signaled and merged into traffic cor-
rectly. I certainly did nothing to
deserve what happened.”

Nadon, 36, tells the Observer the
bizarre chase began shortly after 7
a.m. Monday for nearly four miles
along I-96, before he was able to escape
at the Telegraph Road exit.

“He tried to force me off the road sev-
eral times as we weaved in and out of
traffic,” said Nadon. “At one point, he
was driving alongside me in the left
emergency lane, with his tires in my
lane, while we were traveling at speeds
up to 65 mph. He slid sideways to a

Please see RAGE, A6

Schools get less than expected

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER

Although it’s not anywhere near
what he feels the school district ought
to be getting, Plymouth-Canton Super-
intendent Dr. Charles Little is happy is
finally getting some money from the
long-running Durant special education
lawsuit.

“It appears we're going to get some-
thing, and for a long time I doubted we
would get anything,” Little said Mon-
day when asked how he felt about the
settlement of the 17-year-old suit.

Fairness guides new
city rec facility policy

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

A new city recreation facility policy
seeks to be fair to all soccer, baseball
and hockey groups by putting in writ-
ing how they can get access to facili-
ties.

Another aim of the policy is to give
priority to city residents’ needs.

City commissioners approved the pol-
icy Monday. It covers use of all city
facilities, including the Plymouth Cul-
tural Ceriter.

The need for some policy changes
was addressed by city commissioners
this fall, when some baseball groups
complained of not getting enough
access to baseball fields administered

by the city recreation department.

“It just gives the perception there's
some type of process, that there’s no
favoritism,” said Tom Willette, city
recreation director, of the new policy.

“It puts it in writing. People are
asked'to do a written request,” he
added. 3

When requests for facilities conflict,
city officials will consider factors
including:

B The extent to which each organiza-
tion provides recreation services to the
city’s residents.

B The extent to which each organiza-
tion provides a recreation service

Please see POLICY, AB

~See related story, page A18

Plymouth-Canton, which was among
the initial 84 districts filing the origi-
nal action in 1980, will get a lump sum
payment of $5,383,350 as its share of
the settlement approved in Lansing
last week, according to John Birchler,
executive director of business for the
district.

The districts claimed in the suit that
the state had mandated special educa-
tion programs, but had underfunded
them down through the years before
1980.

Little said he was “disappointed the
state Supreme Court cut off the dates
for settlement, because we would have
been entitled to $11 million.” The
court’s decision limited the amount of
settlement “to more recent years, not to
the long history” of the underfunding,
he said.

It should have been otherwise, said
Little, because “the state knew it was
going to lose the case since 1985.”

The shortage of funds for special ed
forced the district to use less money to

Please oeem
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IRS raids The Crier

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

The Community Crier published
as usual on Wednesday - the day
after six raiding Internal Revenue
Service agents changed the locks.

The IRS agents also tagged desks
and computer equipment, indicating
government seizure of the business’
assets.

That was Tuesday morning. But
by 4 p.m. that afternoon, the tags
were removed and Publisher Ed
Wendover was presented with a new
set of keys - and a bill for locks he
hadn't ordered.

Crier accountant Ted Boloven said
following the raid, “they shut down
our operation for non-payment of

Please sce CRIER, A1D
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BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Work on the new Plymouth
District Library is mostly on
schedule, in preparation for an
anticipated March 1 opening.

Library Director Pat Thomas
said Friday, “in the next couple
of weeks we'll find out what's
realistic,” for an anticipated
construction completion date.

One factor that could affect
the construction schedule is the
recent cold snap. Should the
cold continue, Thomas said
crews could be delayed in finish-
ing what’s left of outside work
to enclose the building.

“The only concern now is how
quickly it’s going to get cold and
stay cold,” she said.

Once enclosed, serious work
can begin inside on drywall and
other interior construction.

Last week, roof top air condi-
tioning units were lifted by
crane and installed Nov. 12.
Duct units are also being
installed.

“Bricks are going up, the roof
is going on, Church Street has
been relocated and reopened,
paving is continuing in the
parking lots,” Thomas said.

The lease for the librar$’s

B ‘it will be less complicated moving back.
We'll probably be able to move books directly

and not have to worry about having shelving
installed like we did when we moved here.’

Pat Thomas
—Library director

temporary facility, the former .

Farmer Jack’s on Main Street,
is up March 1. The library has a
month-by-month option to
extend the lease, up to four
months, Thomas said.

While it took nearly two
weeks to move the contents of
the old Dunning-Hough Library
to the current site, Thomas said
the move to the new library
should be quicker.

“It will be less complicated
moving back. We’ll probably be
able to move books directly and
not have to worry about having
shelving installed like we did
when we moved here,” she said.

Once the new library opens,
Thomas said, “the first thing
they’re going to notice is the dif-
ference in space.

“What they notice most here
is the noise level. In the new

R N . S Y. .. T gy T

be presented to greater Ply-
mouth voters, a proposal is need-
ed on what recreation services

structure would be offered.
Before a recreation millage can

and program administration

That was the consensus of Ply-
mouth city and township govern-
ment representatives who make
up a joint recreation committee.

-
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building there will be more sep-
aration between the areas. Peo-
ple will also notice they can get
at the books more easily, they'll
be more spread out. There will
be more study areas and more
privacy.”

She said the temporary siteé
has worked reasonably well,
adding most patron complaints
are over the noise level in the
former supermarket space.

Library staff won’t miss the
swarm of yellow jackets that
Thomas said recently straggled
out of the foundation at the end
of the season.

“A few straggled into the
back part of building, we've
been kind of dodging dying yel-
low jackets. It makes life inter-
esting, right?”

The committee met Tuesday at
the township offices. New mem-
bers included City Commissioner
Dave McDonald and former City
Commissioner Doug Miller, now
an appointed citizen representa-
tive.

Plymouth City Manager Steve
Walters, before the next recre-
ation committee meeting Dec. 3,
is to prepare a list of options for
administering a joint recreation
program. The list will be pre-
sented for review.

While some committee mem-
bers say a .5 millage issue is an
option for funding an improved
recreation program, not all sup-
port asking the voters to approve
a recreation millage.

STAFF PHOTO BY BILL BRESLER

Working hard: A crane helps construction crews place the air conditioning units in the
new library, which is expected to be completed for a March 1, 1998, opening.

Township trustee Charles
Curmi said voters would reject
it. McDonald disagreed, saying
that when he spoke to citizens
this fall in running for city com-
mission. “I'm telling you that
people I talked to in the city of
Plymouth support it,” he said.

Walters on Tuesday presented
to committee members a projec-
tion of how money raised
through a millage could pay for
potential improvements. He pro-
jected that $440,000 per year for
10 years could:

n Improve 17 existing soccer
fields and pay for 12 new fields.

n Improve 28 existing baseball
fields and pay for six new fields.

n Improve six current tennis

courts and pay for 12 new ones.

n Pay for a new outdoor com-
munity pool.

n Pay for renovations to the
Plymouth Cultural Center.

Some recreation committee
members had initially proposed
that the Plymouth YMCA play a
major role in running the pro-
gram. But committee members
said that before the YMCA's role
can be determined, the national
YMCA organization must pro-
vide information on how the
local YMCA could be allowed to
participate.

Committee members said it
needs to be determined if:

B The YMCA could still get
United Way and private donor

\vaterford

Laure! Park Place

Livonia » (313) 8§01 -7.“.

Jacobsons

lamp

collection
show

meet
Jean Moses

Waterford’s National
Tabletop Director

Friday, November 21
2 pmto 5§ pm and

6 pm to 8 pm

China, Crystal, Silver

Learn from expert
Jean Moses about the
use and care of fine
crystal and china.

Mon-8at 10-8 » Sun Noon-8

Millage proposal must be tied to program listings, officials say

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

contributions while its program
budget is supported with tax
money.

B The YMCA could be con-
tracted to run some level of
recreation programming.

B It would be better for the
city and township governments
to run recreation programs with-
out the YMCA.

The recreation committee was
established after a survey of
greater Plymouth residents this
summer suggested citizens want
a better recreation program.
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dream comes true for New Mornin

STAFF PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH CARNEGIE

Talent: New Morning School music director Sarah Oruvis directs the band as they
play “Conquering Hero” for guests at the dedication of the new multi-purpose room
~that will be used for science, music and Spanish instruction. The project represents
the completion of the first phase of a multi-phase expansion program.

LEVI'S « NIKE « PUNCH « UNION BAY
FRYDAY CLUB « KRAZY KAT « PAZZ0 » BONGO
SANTANA + ON THE BRINK « FILA « NO FEAR
IT'S OUR TIME « GENERATION X « CONCRETE
RAW EDGE « AND MORE!
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BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Twenty-five years ago, the cre-
ation of New Morning School
was a dream come true for Dale
and Elaine Yagiela.

On Monday, Nov. 17, another
dream came true for school staff,
parents and students. A multi-
purpose room for science, music
and Spanish — the first phase of
an expansion program - was
dedicated.

“We're here today to celebrate
another step in the culmination
of our dream,” said teacher Rita
Heaven. “The dedication of this
beautiful new room is proof
dreams do come true.”

New Morning School, 14501
Haggerty, Plymouth Township,
is a pre-kindergarten through
grade eight parent cooperative
and is celebrating its 25th
anniversary this year.

The Yagielas gave people a
choice in education, using the
best knowledge in how kids
learns and involving parents,
Heaven said. “New Morning
School was born from this
dream.”

The school started 25 years
ago with nine kids from six fami-
lies in a church on Five Mile.
The school has moved a number
of times and endured hard times

- one year not having enough
money to pay the teachers
“Elaine would not let the dream
die there,” Heaven added.

Today, the school serves more
than 100 families in Plymouth
and surrounding communities
The school is certified by the
Michigan Board of Education,
licensed by the Department of
Social Services and a member of
AIMS, the Association of Inde-
pendent Michigan Schools.

The expansion is a 1,320-
square-foot room that includes a
science lab and space that will
be used for music and Spanish
instruction, as well as general
meetings with co-op families and
other activities. A movable parti-
tion provides needed flexibility.

Future expansion plans call
for adding 3,400 square feet and
redesigning more than 6,000
square feet of existing space.
When the plan is cdmpleted, the
building design is expected to
accommodate the school’s indi-
vidualized, interactive program.

The determination to expand
the school dates back as far as
1988. “This day has been a long
time coming,”’ said Mary
Davinich, school president.

A steering committee conduct-
ed schoolwide discussions to
expand the building and the sub-

In charge: Elaine Yagiela, New Morning School
executive director, welcomes guests to the dedication
Monday morning.

g School

ject crept up at meetings and
retreats, Davinich said

Finally in 1993
expand was made, including the
need for a capital campaign to
finance the expansion

The DeMattia
thanked and congratulated dur
ing the ceremony for its role in
making the school’s dream come
true.

DeMattia Associates donated
architectural and design ser-
vices, while R.A. DeMattia Com
pany donated project manage
ment services. R.A. DeMattia
also was the general contractor

DeMattia architects Jim
Zwolensky and Keith Owen, as
well as project manager Ron
Evangelista, were honored by
parents, staff and students with
plagues made in their honor.

“Without them and all of you
who have helped, we would be
outside right now sitting in the
sandbox,” said Elaine Yagiela,
New Morning School executive
director. “You have all worked
very hard. We are very apprecia
tive.”

Owen of DeMattia Associates
told the gathering that, “invest
ment in community is important
to us. It has been our company’s
pleasure to be part of this
endeavor.”

To cap the sense of commit-
ment, collaboration and the ful-
fillment of a dream, DeMattia
representatives, as well as Heav
en, Davinich, Yagiela and stu
dents were asked to leave
imprints of their hands in clay,
which will be fired to become a
permanent wall plaque.

The ceremony mirrored the
student-teacher-parent interac-
tion of New Morning School with
an address by student Eliza
Hutchinson, who explained what
the school is all about

“New Morning is like a family
to me,” she said. “I feel New
Morning is not just a school, it's
an experience.”

Student Billy Guglielmo, who
met developer Bob DeMattia last
year, presented Owen of DeMat-
tia Associates with a book of
resumes of all the students

“We'd like to give you this book
of resumes of what we would all
like to be,” Billy said. “I'd like to
be an architect or a Secret Ser
vice agent.” Architect Owen
responded: “Be a Secret Service
agent, it's less dangerous.”
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Auditor wants more staff to meet county charter rule

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

Wayne County's auditor gener
al is concerned that he will not
meet charter requirements
approved by voters last Novem-
ber because commissioners won't
give him additional staff to audit
county departments or a sepa-
rate budget that could be reim-
bursed with federal grants

County

voters approved a

charter amendment in 1996 to
give the auditor general addi
tional powers. Part of those pow
ers include auditing the opera-
tions of county agencies and
departments at least once every
two years

Auditor general Brendan Dun-
leavy does not believe he has
enough staff to meet those
requirements with only six audi-
tors. On Tuesday, a request from
Commissioner William O’Neil,

D-Allen Park, to
leavy's budget from the
sion budget and add 3!
it was not placed on the agenda
by Commission Chairman Ricar
do Solomon

Dunleavy was frustrated
the meeting

“It's very difficult to meet the
charter requirements,” Dunleavy
said after the meeting. And
unless things change, “1 expect
that I will have to report to the

Dun
COmMmi»
150.000 to

separate

after

commission that we will be in
violation of the charter.”
Solomon told O'Neil, the chair
of the commission’s Committee
on Audit, that he did not place
the item on the agenda because
the budget request faced an
impasse — what Solomon called
a “rejection” — at an earlier
meeting. On Oct. 30, commis-
sioners deadlocked, 7-7, on

whether a separate $350,000
budget should be approved for

Q,vlv('tm leather pd(otk
Req. 400.00 %

accessories. Reg. 2400168(1\
sale 12.00:100.80. in Accessories D31, 173

Men's Polartec® pullovers

0.00 Men's DS
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le 10.50-24.00

SO

Architect golf fleece
shirts and sweatshirts

Reg. 5500 & 60.00

in Men's DA a8 expapt

Downtoein £

Dunleavy

Vice Chair Kay Beard, D
Westland, Commissioners Thad-
deus McCotter, R-Livonia, and
Bruce Patterson, R-Canton were
among the seven suburban com-
missioners who supported such
an action, while the seven
Detroit commissioners opposed
it that day. Outgoing commis
sioner Michelle Plawecki, D
Dearborn Heights, did not
attend that meeting
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Styles vary Dy

Reg 1500
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Here’s a small helping
of the savings you’'ll find
for the whole family!

dresses,
from Jessica Howard, Maggy Lendon and more
In Dresses D86 and The Pansan Room D88

30% off

Infant, toddier and girls holiday dresses.
Reg. 28.00-60 .00 sale 19.60-42 .00
In 'wa:'erstlova&w all locabons
excep! Downtown Alabama

sale 69.99

Paddansvutmmhmre—bbndb!azen
Reg. 138.00-148 00

and Pansian W n
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Andm Bohar wool crepe separates.
Famous-maker velour uparatu
qef 3& 00 h& 00
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Coach & Camel, Union Bay, and more
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¢
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A budget battle

By keeping ‘Dunleavy's budget
in the commission’s budget,
Dunleavy's staff falls under the
usual budget appropriations for
the county commission through
County Executive Ed McNamara
and his Department of Manage-
ment and Budget

O’'Neil said the office of the

auditor general is currently sub-
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stop in the left passing lane, and
I had to come to a complete stop
to avoid hitting him. Luckily,
traffic was traveling at slower
speeds on that portion of the
freeway.”

Nadon, owner of Detroit Fabri-
cation on Telegraph in Redford
Township, said the thought of
getting off the freeway at an ear-
lier exit never came to mind
because he was afraid.

“I figured if this guy was doing
this to me at high rates of speed,
no telling what he would do if 1
got off and he stopped me,” said
Nadon. “I'm 6-2, 260 pounds,

but 1 really felt if he caught up
with me there would be a fatal
confrontation, a him or me situa-
tion.”

Nadon used his cellular phone
to call 911, and got transferred
from the state police to Livonia
police, but not before the chase
ended.

Nadon said he was able to get
off Telegraph, leaving the mad
man in freeway traffic.

According to the police report,
the pickup got so close to
Nadon’s car the truck’s mirror
knocked off the antenna of

DECK THE HALLS

WITH THIS COUPON

59500 -
OFF |

any life-like
Christmas Tree
6.5’ or larger
Extudes sale trees

Offer expires
Novembwer 26. 1997

f THEME OF THE WEEK \

WINTER FROST
ORNAMENTS

Set your eyes on these sparkling.
icy treasures

, 200

(THISTLE SEED |
M. o me 3N

\_ 50 1b. Bag: $32.99 1Y 7

\

Protect your landscape plants and
Chrisimas greens from drying out!

$6.99

REG. $9.99 #2039-016

R 13 _::4_.'_’_75. _ri
VIR W U0 8
CHRISTMAS GREENS
'l now available and all protected
‘l with Wilt Pruf!
Sgwic] 453-5500
FALL HOURS:

= Mon. - Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
= Sun. 11 am - 5 pm
HOLIDAY HOURS BEGIN 11-24-97
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 8 pm
Sat. 9 am - 6 pm + Sun 10 am - 6 pm

Offers expire 11/26/97

B/

‘BIRD FEEDERS

| Come in and see
our large selection
of feeders and

me.’
Mark Nadon

—Motorist

Nadon’'s 1982 Chrysler New
Yorker.

In all the mayhem, Nadon was
able to get a license plate num-
ber and is hoping that will help
bring some answers to the latest
incident of road rage on Detroit
area freeways.

“I would like to know what |
did to deserve that, because I
certainly wouldn’t do it again,”
said Nadon.

Chief from page Al

said adding Plymouth Township
is also growing.

Carey was among 83 candi-
dates who applied for the posi-
tion. With the help of a consul-
tant firm heading a nationwide
candidate search, seven were
selected for interviews.

His appointment was approved
by the township board by a 7-0
vote.

“We had really high caliber
people apply,” McCarthy said.
“Ultimately it was the breadth of
his experience.”

“He’s low-key, very profession-
al, but certainly the others were
too,” she said, adding the selec-
tion of Carey over other finalists
came down to a feeling he was
the best choice.

Among the finalists was Ply-
mouth Township Police Lt.
Robert Smith, who has served as
acting chief since Carl Berry's
retirement in the spring.

“I'm disappointed but I'm look-
ing forward to working with

H& she been

-

naughty?

"B Reward the bebavior you want to continue.

lumouth

77—

620 STARKWEATHER ® PLYMOUTH  453-1860

LTau%08

b & arrde 199

Chief Carey,” Smith said. “He
has tremendous credentials and
work experience that will be a
real benefit to this community
and police department. 1 look
forward to learning a lot from
him."”

“I think that with the combi-
nation of Chief Carey and Lt.
Smith we have a win-win situa-
tion,” said Trustee K.C. Mueller.

Carey has a total of 28 years of
experience with the Troy Police
Department. In announcing his
appointment, trustees said the
Troy department is a leader in
community policing, and Carey
has received several awards rec-
ognizing community service
accomplishments.

Carey holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in criminal justice
from Wayne State University
and is a graduate of the School of
Police Staff and Command,
Northwestern University Traffic
Institute. He is also working
toward a master’s degree at
Eastern Michigan University

and has attended a range of
training programs

Carey has also served as chair-
man of the multi-jurisdictional
Auto Theft Team and Communi-
ty Policing Task Force and the
Oakland County Law Enforce-
ment Management Information
System.

He is married with three chil-
dren.

Carey was at odds with Troy
city officials in August over his
retirement benefits. Saying he
planned to retire from the post
in December, he told city officials
he wanted to be demoted to lieu-
tenant, because the retirement
package offered to personnel of
that rank exceeded the package
he was to receive as chief.

In late October, he said
changes implemented by Troy
city officials in employee retire-
ment plans met “90 percent” of
his concerns.

~
Editor’s note: Every week the Plymouth District Po P.?'M
Library staff provides the Observer with their lists of P (7] Ia g
“Best Sellers™ based on the number of requests for " r
titles by library patrons. The books are available by
placing a request with the library 453-0705. %
FICTION B Diana: Her True Story - in Her Own
B Cold Mountain Words
Charles Frazier Andrew Morton
W Flood Tide B Angela’'s Ashes
Clive Cussler Frank McCourt
H Unnatural Exposure B The Man Who Listens to Horses
Patricia Cornwell Monty Roberts
H Violin B The Perfect Storm
Anne Rice Sabastian Junger
H Best Laid Plans B The Bible Code
Sidney Sheldon Michael Drosnin
Conversations 2
W Star Wars: Specter of the Past # With God: Book |
Timothy Z ahn Neale Donald Waish
® Grilling Seasons B Into Thin Alr
Diane Mott Davidson Jon Krakauer
W Plum Island B Book v
Nelson DeMille Whoopi Goldberg
W God of Small Things W Even the Stars Look Lonesome
Arundhati Roy Maya Angelou
B Matarese Countdown B Wait Till Next Year
Robert Ludium Doris Kearns
NON-FICTION

February 1998.

Urgent Care Services-365 days a year.
We know that at times someone in your
family needs to see a doctor NOW. The
same trusted Urgent Care physicians you've
visited on Ford road will be moving here in %

A Pharmacy Right Inside!

Pick up prescriptions after your appointment
without the extra drive! A full-service pharmacy,
staffed with knowledgeable, experienced

(Sneak Peek!)

The New Saint Joseph Mercy Canton Health Building

Family Doctors and Specialists — Right in Your Neighborhood.
The physicians you've visited at our current Ford Road building will be moving
here — all the pediatricians, OB/Gyns, and Internal Medicine physicians — and they’ll

be joined by St. Joe's specialists, giving you access to more services, knowledge, and
expertise while cutting down on your travel time! The Saint Joseph Mercy Canton
Health Building will include cardiologists, allergists and oncologists — to name a few.

Omn-Site Lab and Radiology Services.
You're busy, and you want test results as
quickly as possible— that’s why the new
Canton Health Building will include
complete on-site lab and radiology facilities.

Focus on Women’s Health.

St. Joe's has always played an important role in getting and
keeping women healthy. Our Canton Building will have
specialists, services and educational programs dedicated 1o
helping women of all ages make informed decisions for their

Or
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Ameritech dispute
One year later, CWW still waits for data

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAFF WRITER

Ameritech still cannot provide
accurate numbers of billable
telephone access lines for Wayne
County communities

All an Ameritech official could
tell the community leaders of
the Conference of Western
Wayne on Friday was the fig-
ures would be ready by the first
quarter of 1998. Harry Semer-
Jjian, a vice president with
Ameritech. also apologized for
an underpayment made to the
communities in a reimburse-
ment of an operational sur-
charge.

There are 28 different comput-
er systems used for billing, col-
lecting and distributing funds to
western Wayne County, Semer-
jian said.

“What’s happening in our
industry is they are being modi-
fied to be used by our competi-
tors. That's a major undertaking
for us.”

The CWW is a legislative con-
sortium of 18 western Wayne
County communities including
the cities of Belleville, Dearborn,
Dearborn Heights, Garden City,
Inkster, Livonia, Northville, Ply-
mouth, Romulus, Wayne and

Westland. and the townships of

Canton. Huron, Northville, Ply-
mouth. Redford, Sumpter and
Van Buren

911 service

Doug Ross
to address
area Dems
on Tuesday

Doug Ross, a 1998 Democratic
candidate for governor, will
speak to the Westland Demo-
cratic Club at 7:30 p.m. on Tues-
day. Nov. 25 at the Westland
Historical, Cultural and Com-
munity Meeting House, 37025
Marquette, one block east of
Newburgh.

Ross served as assistant secre-

tary for

employ-
ment and
training in

the U.S.

Labot

Depart-

ment from

1993-95.

He was

responsi-

ble for
most of
the Job

Corps
apprentice-
ships. the
employment
service and

Stumping:Dou
g Ross is seek-
ing the 1998
Democratic
nomination for unemploy-

ment insur-
ance Ssys-
tem. Ross spearheaded work
force initiatives, including a sys-
tem of schocl-to-wbrk transition
for all students

Ross helped draft the presi-
dent’s GI bill for working Ameri-
cans to provide comprehensive
job training for laid-off workers

Ross also served as the Michi-
gan's commerce director in the
Blanchard Administration from
1984-89. He led that administra-
tion's efforts to révive the econo-
my in the early 1980s. By 1988.
Michigan was again one of the
nation’s leaders in new manu-
facturing investments. In 1989,
he was selected as a Michigani-
an of the Year by the Detroit
News, He also was presented
with the National Governors
Assocgiation Award for Public
Service Excellence in 1988

From 1978-82 Ross served as
a state senator from Oakland
County. Ross also led The Citi-
zens Lobby from 1972-75 and
1976-78, a group he also found-
ed. It organized a successful
petition drive to repeal the sales
tax on food and medicine.

Ross is currently a visiting lec-
turer at the University of Michi-
gan, in the School of Public Poli-
cy. He received a bachelor's
degree from the University of
Michigan and a master's in pub-
lic administration from The Wil-
son School at Princeton Univer-
sily

Few directions or information,
call 729 6245 v 4122-5863

governor.

The CWW has requested that
Ameritech provide reports on
the number of billable lines in
the entire CWW region and the
number of lines in each commu-
nity. That information is impor-
tant because the CWW receives
a disbursement check split
among the 18 communities to
provide revenue for 911 services

CWW members continued to
pressure Ameritech to provide
the statistics by Dec. 2. CWW
representatives will meet with
Semerjian on that day

Semerjian apologized for
underpaying the CWW $3 977 in
July and August in Ameritech's
$372,000 payments. But CWW
director Marsha Bianconi dis-
agreed with his numbers

“We will be continuing to dis-
cuss this with him on Dec. 2,7
Bianconi said

Year has passed

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey,
who chaired the meeting in
Westland Mavor Robert Thomas’
absence, said he was concerned
that the CWW did not receive its
information even though a year
has passed. He asked Semerjian
if Ameritech’s board of directors
or president knew of CWW's
request.

Semerjian said each week he
meets with Ameritech President
Robert Cooper and other top
brass to discuss the report’s
progress

Concerns were raised over the
accuracy of Ameritech’'s 911 sys-
tem. Out of its 7 million cus-
tomers, nearly 10,000 numbers
change every day, Semerjian
said. If anyone knew a database
that size that was 100 percent
Ameritech wanted to see that
system, Semerjian said

“This is a living, breathing
database.” Semerjian said
“While our objective is 100 per-
cent, it is not clear whether that
can be attained.”

CWW ‘not alone’

In a related matter, Wayne
County Auditor General Bren
dan Dunleavy outlined a report
completed by his office for coun-
ty commissioners, which he
shared with CWW officials

“If it makes you feel any bet-
ter, you aren't the only confer-
ence having these problems,”
Dunleavy said

Dunleavy’s report indicated
Ameritech overcharged Detroit
residents for equipment needed
to implement the 911 system
These overcharges exceeded
$136,000 from October 1996
through February 1997.

Those customers will receive a
smaller 911 charge in January
1998. “But again, no one is mon-
itoring these things,” said Odell
Bailey, an audit manager in
Dunleavy’s office

Dunleavy also cited difficulties
faced by the city of Southfield

with the 911 system as that
community had problems
uth:img accurate information

from it

MPS ruling

A recent ruling by the Michi
gan Public Safety Commission
found Ameritech responsible for
the errors and required that
firm to correct it or face stiff
penalties. Dunleavy said Wayne
County leaders had “no assur-
ance” that these 911 problems
will be fully addressed

While the CWW did not act on
Dunleavy’s report, Dunleavy has
filed his audit with the Wayne
County Board of Commissioners
He wants commissioners to ask
Ameritech to provide, at
Ameritech's expense, a billable
lines count for the county’s three
emergency telephone districts

Dunleavy also wants to estab-
lish a mechanism to monitor
Ameritech’s 911 activities, along
with other local telephone ser-
vice providers.

Semerjian tried to appease
the local officials.

“From your position I under-
stand why vou're concerned,”
Semerjian said. “Behind the
scenes we are making tremen-
dous progress.”

Later, Dunleavy said: “I find it
interesting that whenever
there's a rate increase, they get
it right on my bill.”

Read Observer Sports
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Turn-of-the-century designs from our archives
inspire the Tiffany Nature Collection of blue and white
English fine bone china. Offered in sets of four, each piece unique.
Cups and saucers, ¥240. Desserr plates, *150. Dinner plates, 220
Serving pieces also available.

TIFFANY & CO.

TROY + SOMERSET COLLECTION 248-637-2800 « OPEN 10-9, SAT 10-6, SUN 12-6
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white as snow.
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Snakes ;........

papa Romano. The snake is
about four or five inches thick.

Besides the usual household
pets - a dog and cat - the
Romanos have a 7-foot
Burmese, two Ball pythons
measuring three and four feet
and a seven-foot common boa
constrictor, plus the
chameleons, which the
Romanos are breeding for pos-
sible sale.

The snakes and lizards,
which occupy glass tanks in the
temperature-controlled base-
ment, are kept well-fed, as are
the cat and dog. That’s priority
No. 1 for this Ford man, who
says failure to do so is “where
people run into problems.”

He admits “a lot of people at
work think I'm a little off the
wall” because of his pets, “but
too bad.”

Interestingly, “everyone loves
to hear about them,” he said.

Stark, 20, a checkout clerk at
the Plymouth Township Kroger
who also has loved snakes since
childhood, says owning her first

~tarantula helped overcome her

fear of spiders. She now has
three and says the big, hairy
critters are “graceful like a bal-
lerina.”

She’s gotten some pets
through her checkout lane -
from customers who no longer
want them — and it’s also where
she met fellow Plymouth hob-

byist Todd Bernard, 33, a main-
tenance worker at Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.

The two became neighbors
and field-trip buddies: “If it
moves, slithers, flies or crawls,
we're after it,” says Stark. They
catch, identify and photograph
the animals and usually let
them go.

But they're careful: They -

know, for example, Michigan is
home to the Massasauga rat-
tlesnake.

Stark and Bernard keep a
variety of non-poisonous crit-
ters in their apartments,
including kingsnakes, water-
snakes, pythons, a boa constric-
tor, lizards, tarantulas and
opossums, plus more “ordinary”
pets like chameleons, hamsters,
a lovebird, a parrot and a cat.

Stark also has the preserved
remains of another pet — a four-
inch scorpion that she says hurt
no one and died of old age.

One of the snakes gave birth
recently, giving the two hobby-
ists 18 between them.

The snakes, the longest of
which is about five feet, and
other critters are in covered
glass cases to prevent escapes.

Bernard, who has explored
Australia and the rainforests of
Peru and Brazil, admits he’s
“always been into weird pets.
The unique, the unusual -
that’s me.” As a kid, he either
caught or raised inchworms,

STAFF PHOTO BY ELIZABETH CARNEGIE

Reptile: Joanna Stark and Todd Bernard pose with
Fred the iguana, which is only one of a number of
their non-poisonous animals.

praying mantises, lizards, cray-
fish, salamanders, turtles,
guinea pigs, hamsters — and
two dogs. His mother drew the
line at snakes.

Stark and Bernard enjoy
watching their animals eat -
the snakes, for example, are fed
either live or dead mice weekly
— and shed their skins, which
both snakes and tarantulas do.

The spiders, says Stark, “lay
on their backs and do, like,
pushups” to cast off their old

exoskeletons.

The two hobbyists go to pet
stores and reptile shows to buy
pets and food and learn about
handling and caring for them.

The snakes, they say, are dry,
not slimy and often have
smooth skin. They are easy to
hold and don’t bite unless
they’re threatened or smell food
- such as the odor of mice - on
their handler’s hands.

Someday, Stark and Bernard
hope to breed them, so that
more people can enjoy them.
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Here is an exciting opportunity to talk with people who have the
answers about traffic, schools and just about anything that’s
happening in the halls of your hometowh government.

Sponsored by The Observer and WXYT-AM-1270, this public
forum is open to everyone interested in the Plymouth area.

Join co-hosts Jimmy Barrett, WXYT on-air personality, and
Joanne Maliszewski, Editor of The Observer as they broadcast live
from John Cleveland’s Water Club Seafood Grill on Ann Arbor

Road, just west of I-275 in Plymouth.

| 207-8606 {

Call in or come in— be
of the Town Meeting!

On Thursday, December 4, you will have a chance to
participate in person or by phone in the live
broadcast of “First Thursday Town Meeting”

" CALL 248-559-1270.

Bring your Thanksgiving
leftovers and house guests to
the Turkey Hoedown contra
dance 8-11 p.m. Nov. 29 at the
Masonic Hall, 730 Penniman.

_ Admission is $6 and includes

ver Strings Dulcimer Society.
All figures are taught and
prompted by callers Karen
Missavage and Tom Allen.
Beginners are welcome. If you
can walk, you can dance.
Traditional American contra
dances include the Virginia
Reel. Also on tap are square,
circle and couple dances. No

Turkey Hoedown caps
Thanksgiving Nov. 29

partner or experience is
required. Partners change
every dance and veterans
always ask newcomers to
dance.

Wear comfortable, casual
attire and soft-soled shoes.
Contra dancing is aerobic so
it’s best to dress in removable
layers. The dance is smoke-
and alcohol-free

Name tags and lemonade
will be provided. Bring a treat
to share, along with your danc-

shoes and happy feet.
m% more information, please
call the dance hotline, 313-332-
9024 or 313-995-1336.

POlicy from page Al

which is not readily available to
the city’s residents from other
sources.

B The extent to which each
organization’s program impacts
the financial and operational
viability of the city’s recreation
program.

B The minimum time needed
to make an organization's pro-
gram feasible.

The new policy also puts in
writing deadlines for groups to
apply, in writing, for use of facil-
ities.

Those facilities and deadlines
are:

B For the ice arena, Jan. 1 for
all ice time in that calender year.

B For baseball and softball
field use, March 1 for spring and
summer programs and July 1 for
fall.

B For soccer fields, deadline is

Jan. 1 for spring season, April 1
for summer and June 1 for fall.

B For cultural center rooms,
winter deadline is Dec. 1, spring
deadline is March 1, summer
deadline is May 1 and fall dead-
line is Sept. 1.

By the policy, new organiza-
tions interested in using facili-
ties owned by the recreation
department or under its control
should submit a facility use
request form by the annual
deadline date.

Inquiries received after the
deadline dates will be considered
only if open time is still .avail-
able, according to the new policy.

Organizations now scheduled
to use facilities are being notified
at least 45 days before the appli-
cable deadline, so they can
review facility use requests.

PrOPLES
STATE BANK

“SPECIAL BUSINESS CHECKING”

A MODEST AVERAGE BALANCE
MODERATE ACTIVITY ACCOUNT

245 N. Main Street * Plymouth

bmmm

(313) 455-1511 dess

Joanne Maliszewski

Take the time to stop in or call in and offer your opinion or ask
questions of a well-known group of Plymouth area civic leaders. -

There is no admission and reservations are not necessary; however
seating is limited, so come on down early, take a seat and enjoy a rousing
exchange of ideas and information. Don’t miss this opportunity to offer
your opinion or ask that burning question in person or by phone!

part

Broadcasting from 10 a.m. until 12 noon in John Cleveland’s Water Club Seafood Grill,

F a7

wAYT

39500 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth (Just East of I- 273) ,

@he ADbserver

A HomeTown Communications Network™ public
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Madonna honors 4 who work

. An active

Steering

Four persons l|1u,'_:hl/r(i

for théwr work in

wWeoert

promoung jus

tice and peace during the Peace
Symposium on Oct. 16
Each awardee was presented

with a San Damiano Cross a
reproduction of the one before
which St as praying
when he recerved his-commis-

ston from the Lord

l‘! HHCIs W

Awardees included the Rey
Gordon Judd. coordinator of cor
porate responsibility for the Sis
ters of Mercy Regional Commu
nity of Detroit. A graduate of
John Fisher College and DePaul
University, he received his pas-
toral theology training at St
Jasil’s College and Chicago
Catholic Theological Union

Judd has published articles,
features. editonals, book reviews
of justice and peace
making in The Canadian
(atholic Review, The Witness
ind Groundwork Publication
member of Michigan
jetreats
he has also

Oon Issues

Resistance
Committee,
participated in fact-finding dele-
Nicaragua and
CGuatemala. Judd’s ministry in
justice

Faith and

gations to

social issues include

and nonviolence, human
rights and conflict resolution.

Sister Mary Giovanni Monge,
a Felician Sister of Livonia,
serves as director of Angela Hos-
pice. Born and raised in West-
land, Sister Giovanni attended
the Felician Academy and
Madonna €ollege where she
completed bachelor’s and mas-
ter's degrees. With 300 volun-
teers and a hired staff of 125,
Sister Giovanni opened the first
free standing hospice facility in
Michigan, Angela Hospice on the
west end of the Felician Sisters’
property. It can accommodate 16
residents, but volunteers serve
over 120 patients and their fami-
lies on a daily basis.

Sister Cecilia Egan, a Sister of
Charity based in Cincinnati, has
been director of the Hospice
Education Program at Madonna
University since 1984 and an
emplovee of the University since
1973. An active member of the
community, Sister Egan serves
as a member of the tribunal for
the Archdiocese of Detroit and
tutor and lecturer for state
board reviews for the American
Nurses Association and the

University seeks families
to host foreign students

Madonna University in Livo
nia 1= searching for host families
Lo give their international stu

uodents an opportunity to experi-

‘ence-a traditional American holi

day
The umiversity is searching for
families during Thanksgiving
ind Christmas

FESPRECNUCRADRNROREILLLUBdNd e
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- Nov. 27-30

AKC Dog Show
and Obedience Trial

2000 DOGS

Michigan State Fairgrounds

Sunday, Nov. 23rd; 8 am - 3:30 pm
Adults $4 * Children $1 * /
Info 1-810-477-8477,,,,

Dec. 24-Jan. 1). Times and
availability are flexible and
based on individual considera-
tion.

Those interested in learning

more about this experience

should call Madonna Universi-
ty's Student Life Office at (313)
132-5428

S

Intermediate Two-Stage

Rated #|

by a leading
onsumer magazing

LE Single-Stage

SNAP CRI’DIT

Canton
Tourle’s Sales & Service
7775 Sheldon Rd.
313-416-8886

Livonia
H & R Lawnmower
27430 Joy Road
800-261-5161

Southgate
Southgate Bike & Mower
13563 Northline
313-282-3783

Knows Snow

a,‘°‘,Ll79”

SX Single-Stage

[ Starting At |

Westland
Dave's Engine & Mower Shop
8513 Inkster Rd
313-427-6444

Large Frame Two-Stage

Starting At

sermesste B Lirge Frame Ony

Dearborn Heights
Studz Hardware
4457 South Telegraph
313-563-1058

Plymouth
Tony's Mower Shop
40970 Five Mile Rd.
313-420-9083

Trenton
Carefree Lawn Center
2805 Van Horn
313-675-4745

ev. Gordon Judd

Michigan League of Nursing.
She has given'numerous lec-
tures and -authored several cur-
riculum pieces, as well as receiv-
ing numerous recognitions,
including the Mother® Seton
Award from the Sisters of Chari-
ty of Cincinnati; the first ever
awarded Educator of the Year
Award from the Michigan Hos-
pice Organization; and the Fac-
ulty Excellence Award from

for peace, justice

Sister Mary Giovanni Monge

Madonna University.

Gerald Charbonneau,
tant professor of sociology and
social work, has been at Madon-
na University since 1979. He
completed his studies at Port-
land State College and Wayne
State University.

Charbonneau has worked in
numerous service agencies such
as Providence Hospital Day
Treatment Center, St. Patrick’s

As8s18-

Card & Gift
Center

THIS LOCATION ONLY!!!

GRAND RIVER

- HALSTED PLAZA, FARMINGTON

GOING OUT OF
BUSINESS
33%-50% OFF

Prior Sales Excluded * No Coupons Accepted * No Checks
_ Collectibles also on Sale:
Featuring...Disney Classics
* Precious Moments * David Winter
« Lefton Colonial Village & all Hallmark
Products including Christmas Ornaments

B B (248) 478-3871 E
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-9; Saturday 10-6; Sunday noon-5

jrom nou
unte!
November

30,1997

Thanksgiving. .

After seconds of turkey and qtufﬁng After
another helping of yams with mini-
marshmallows. After another slice of mincemeat

pie. After leftovers. .

.doesn’t a down filled 5944
Chair-Wide sound good?

Get it exclusively at Expressions - your design
workshop - during the After Thanksgiving Sale
where you can save up to 35(;/( Off

EXPRESSIONS

C“'TOM llll!ll'l‘llll

HANT CRawTen U ol sy

Fouwann STyirs ¢ Ex ~'—F -

Birmingham ¢ 880 S, Old Woodward *

- 1 \

248-647-8882

M., Th. 10-8; T., W., F 10-6; SAT. 10-5; SUN. 15
FRANCHISES AVAILABLE. CALL 588 222 6076

W W CXpProssions

off MSRP MSRP'«

m sales

Savingx«

are offerimg prices
Opptions are

T R

ot s

Community Services and Colombia from 1964-66. Instru-
Humanistic Psychotherapy Cen- mental in designing a program
ter. of study for nursing, social work

Charbonneau has been and other interested students,
involved in social justice educa- he will once again take a group
tion, awareness and action since to Morelia, Mexico, during thg
his years of service in the Peace 1998 winter term for service-
Corps where he worked in learning experience. }

Sister Cecilia Egan

PxC onsigning Women ‘
l 33475 W. 8 Mile, just West of Farmington Rd.

l LIVONIA (248) 442-8568

!

!

Upscale Resale Ladies Fashions ]
1 Good Selection of Petites and Plus Sizes §
I Check Out Our Furs and Holiday Wear 1

L—----—----—--—--—

VACUUM
TUNE-

ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Reg. Price $24.95 Only

Includes FREE Loaner vacuum with
PARTS NOT INCLUDED

-
gttt oy oy oy S S Sptpatpngnga il

Polish, Wax, Clean or Strip
all Hard Surface Floors or
Dry Clean Carpeting

$15.00 Value

“Offers good only wi. copy of
s ad ang Yor emved teme

.‘,tu.t‘

ﬂ
o]
m
m

*

ANN ARBOR (Colonnode Shoppifty Canrer) 875 W Eisenhower Prwy (313) 669

NOVI (Nov: Town Center] 26156 Ingersol Drive (248) “9-.
ROCHESTER MILLS (Stoples Plozo Shopping Center| 1500 Rocheser R (248) 608

ST. CLAIR SHORES (The Shores Shopping Center] 31019 Horper (810) 415-
WEST BLOOMFIELD (O'd Orchord Shopping Center] 8643 Orchard [k Rz (248) 737
DEARBORN HEIGHTS (The Height's Shopping Center) 26424 Ford Ra (313)3
BIRMINGHAM (The Corners Shopping Center] 17682 W 13 Mile (248) 5%3‘
STERLING HEIGHTS (Sterling Center] 42525 Schoenherr (810) 254

ORECX Corp. 1996 All Rights Reserved Visii us on the internet of hip:/ / www. oreck .

1997 Festival of Tr

- A Benefit for
Children’s Hospital of Michigan

; §\§
= :
.-.u.-‘u.um-m%‘

Event Sponsor Mﬂ]m

November 23-30
Cobo Center

Beauuful Hohiday Trees ® Wreaths ® Gingerbread Village
Festive Gift Shop ® Santaland for the Kids ® Daily Entertainmen

AN VL LA A R 3,

Hours
Nowv. 23, 10 am-6 pm Nov 26, 10 ame-5 pmn Now 28, 10 am S pm
\.\-{ 1I0am _‘|‘\\\ Now :‘-" 1I0am.-3 pm Nawe 29, 10 |1\‘lnn..
Now. 25, 1Qam 3 pan { s Nown: 30, 10
Admission
Adules $6, Seniors $4 (60+), Children $2 (12 and under)

Children under 2 are free

{

csade discovmies avaalable o g wps of ten or mom

Special Events
Sarurday, Nowvember 22
Sunday, November 23

Gala Preview Party
Teddy Bear Tea

.

7
» :
ﬁ Raffle
A Donaced by Ford Moror Conpany
i DPrawing November 22, 1997

HEBFFRCERT L b h E UV % 4 vy

FESTIVAL OF TREES
A o Tbdrer o Meaea < wbagar

CELLULAR * ENGLISH GARDENS * FORD MOTOR COMPANY+ FRIEND OF
OGOEN ENTERTAINMENT + OLDIES 104.3 WOMC + PALMER MOVING & STORAGE

CRVERNTI N & SPeW SETRVRCT S ERPARC BMW

CF ME TALS Wi, s PORD MOTOR COMPANY FUND
OETRON PREE PRESs
DERPLAY GROUS

MOOSTERTAR CATERIG OL UM
e

SOMERSE T COLLECTION
SPE ClAL TED PMARMAC v SERACES

Tickets avaulable ae Cobwr Center, Engdisy Gardens and Meger
For information call: 31 3-966-TREE

$1.00 OFF ONE FULL PRICE ADULT ADMISSION WITH THIS AD
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20A(S,FN10A+)

FREE
MOTOROLA
PHONE

with double

free minutes for
3 months.

CIGARETTE | CLEARPATH™

ADAPTER

PICK-UP & GO
CELLULAR®,_4

& GO
CELLULAR® §

¢ Free phone

* $45 per

* No contracts CARDS g R month service
e No credit checks Cellular airtime . $#%-g @ 125 free
e No monthly bills Great gift idea! Many s

increments.

accessories to choose from.

l:

B e

Michigan’s Largest Amerltech Dealer...24 Metro Area Locations!

CALL 1-888-PAG ETEC for a location near you!

OPEN FRIDAY!

ANN ARBORM “ WALLED
13\ 335-000 . LAKE
(313) 332-0000 (313) 458-6000 103 E. Walled Lake Rd.
CANTON INKSTER Corner of Pontiac Trail
(3‘1“3")" 4?5-?1“00 e (248) 960-4446
DETROIT (313) 359-6400 WESTLAND
Corner Of Grand River & lNKSTER Corner of Ford & Way
1040 Middlebelt (313) 641-8888
(313) 794.8000  (313)595-7100 i
GARDENCITY '28.2‘U;I'HFIEIi“D. Comer of Michigan & Merrman Authorized Cellular Dealer
(313') 4215'530 (248) 827-3000 (313) 728-5000

apply. See p.rm Jocations for details. May be subject to credit approval. Products and prices may vary and are subject to change. Free minutes offers: Contract required.
conditions at point of sale. Nonrefundable. Ameritech not responsible for loss, theft, or unauthorized use. Phone
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Observer wins national, state honors

The Observer Newspapers
recently won several awards in
national and state newspaper
contests.

In the Suburban Newspapers
Association General Excellence
Contest, the Livonia Observer,
the largest circulation newspa-
per in the Observer & Eccentric
division, took second place for
General Excellence. Casey Hans
is community editor of the Livo-
nia edition.Six of the national
honors came from the National
Newspaper Association’s 1997
Better Newspaper Contest.

The Observer Newspapers
took first place for best coverage
of health-related issues. The
Health page appears every Sun-
day in Observers published in
western, Wayne County.

The Observer also took second
place for coverage of performing
arts and an honorable mention
for business and economic
reporting. Assistant Managing
Editor Hugh Gallagher along
with special editor Keely Wygo-
nik and arts reporters Linda
Chomin and Frank Provenzano
comprise the features group
which produces the award-win-

ning Arts & Leisure and Enter-
tainment sections.

Reporter Doug Funke received
the honorable mention for busi-
ness and economic reporting.

Photographer Jim Jagdfeld
took first place for best sports
picture published in the Redford
Observer while the Canton
Observer took third place for
general excellence. Tedd Schnei-
der is community editor of the
Canton edition.

Reporter Darrell Clem
received an honorable mention
for best feature story in the NNA
contest.

“We're pleased to be honored
for excellence in community
Jjournalism by national groups,”
said Observer Managing Editor
Susan Rosiek. “Observer staff
members are committed to
putting out accurate, informa-
tive and interesting community
newspapers. Our goal is to con-
tinue this award-winning tradi-
tion.”

Michigan Press Assn.

In the Michigan Press Associ-
ation 1997 Better Newspaper
Contest, the Observer Newspa-
pers received nine awards

including a first place for local
news reporting by Darrell Clem
of the Westland Observer.

Judges called Clem’s stories on
flooding in a Westland neighbor-
hood “very thorough and tena-
cious reporting backed up by
good photos and easily under-
stood explanations of what went
wrong.”

Other awards included a third
place for general excellence for
the Plymouth Observer and an
honorable mention for the West-
land Observer. The Plymouth
Observer is edited by Joanne
Maliszewski. The Westland
Observer at that time was edited
by interim editor Casey Hans.

Judges cited the Plymouth edi-
tion for good photography and a
good mix of hard news and fea-
tures. “Writing was clear and
easy to read and understand.”

On the Westland edition’s hon-
orable mention, judges wrote:
“The reader gets a sense that
this paper has a good idea of its
community judging by the
breadth of reporting and devel-
opment of a variety of topics.”

The Garden City and Canton
editions tied for third place for

STATE CAPITOL CAPSULES

)

overall design. The Garden City
edition is edited by Leonard
Poger. The Canton edition is
edited by Tedd Schneider.

Sports Editor Steve Kowalski
took first place in the sports
writing category for a preview
story on a Redford Township
high school sports team. Judges
singled out his work for taking
“a great angle in what would be
a routine preview story. Some
fiery quotes included.”

Photographers Jim Jagdfeld
and Tom Hawley took first-place
awards in the sports picture and
feature picture categories,
respectively.

Jagdfeld's winning photo
appeared in the Garden City
Sports section while Hawley was
published in the Garden City
news section.

Hawley also took second place
in the feature picture category
for a graduation photo that
appeared in the Livonia Observ-
er.

Members of the North Caroli-
na Press Association studied
more than 3,000 entries submit-
ted by 148 Michigan newspapers
for the contest.

Helmet vote

By a narrow vote, the House of
Representatives on Nov. 12
voted to repeal a 30-year-old law
requiring motorcyclists to wear
protective helmet.

But the Senate is likely to kill
the bill. and Gov. John Engler
said he will veto it.

House Bill 4284, sponsored by
Rep. Tim Walberg, R-Tipton,
gives motorevelists the choice of
not wearing a helmet if they are
21 years old and have complet-
ed a safety course.

The vote was 58-46, just two
votes more than the 56 mini-
mum needed for passage. Here
i how area lawmakers voted:

0OBS

Yes — Bob Brown, D-Dearborn
Heights, Eileen DeHart, D-

Christmas
Trees by

Westland, Tom Kelly, D-Wayne,
Gerald Law, R-Plymouth, Debo-
rah Whyman, R-Canton.

No - Lyn Bankes, R-Redford.

‘Don’t call me’

Telephone solicitors would be
prohibited from calling your
home if a House-passed bill
becomes law.

Rep. Eileen DeHart, D-West-
land, won 99-0 approval of her
House Bill 4694 on Nov. 13. All
representatives voted yes

It would allow residents to
send a written request to the
Department of Consumer and
Industry Services (CIS). The
department would maintain a
list of names, addresses and
phone numbers of those who

don't want solicitation calls.

Telemarketing firms who vio-
late the law could be fined $250
per call. consumers also could
sue to recover up to $1,000 plus
attorney fees.

“Often the remedy is for con-
sumers to purchase a call i.d.
device or to simply not answer
their phones when they suspect
it is a telemarketing call,” said
DeHart. “My legislation removes
that unfair burden and holds the
telemarketers responsible for
whom they call.”

Non-profit organizations
would be exempt from the bill.

Appointments

Gov. Engler has appointed:
B Eric J. Colthurst, a

Northville attorney in private
practice — to a new term on the
Barrier Free Design Board,
which is responsible for review-
ing requests for exceptions to
Public Act 230 of 1972.
Colthurst will represent
wheelchair users.

B George Illingworth of
Redford - to the Statewide Inde-
pendent Living Council, which
helps the disabled to maximize
employment, economic self-suffi-
ciency and independence. Illing-
worth retired after 41 years as
%ord processor for American
Community Mutual Insurance of
Livonia. He will represent dis-
ability advocacy groups for a
term ending Oct. 14, 1999.
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