In court: An appeals court

panel heard opening
arguments Tuesday in a
Wayne County Taxpayers
Association lawsuit on
911 charges on telephone
bills./AS

COMMUNITY LIFE

Superstitious? With the
second of three Friday the
13ths on the horizon, you
can chase away your fears
of the unlucky day by
doing something differ-
ent./B1

SPORTS

Hoops: The state high
school basketball tourna-
ment is in full swing, with
a district semifinal battle
pairing Plymouth Salem
against Plymouth Canton
last night. The winner’
plays for the district
championship at 7 p.m.
Fr"day at Novi, with a
berth in the state region-
als (to be hosted next week
by Salem) at stake./C1

= AT HOME

Speaking English: A Troy
designer explains how the
English style of decor can
be anyone’s cup of tea, as
it features a sense of his-
tory as well as fun./D8

ENTERTAINMENT

Music: The 13th annual
St. Patrick’s Day Irish
Fest at the Hellenic Cul-
tural Center in Westland
features 60 musicians
and dancers./E1

Dining: Newly-opened
O’Grady’s in Troy offers
good food an Irish-Amer-
ican twist./E?
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lt's happened to all of us.

You walk ifito the restroom des-
perately needing to use the facility,
only to find it the most disgusting
place you've ever been.

Toilets plugged with all sorts of
imaginable things. Clogged sinks
with cigarette butts strewn about.
A mirror so filthy you're not sure
it's your reflection looking back at
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Student aﬁegely '

raped at school

A 15-year-old girl told police she was raped at
Canton High School during school hours.

Putting you In touch |

R ke Xelly Vonbutten 17,
Satens High School, paints one of th

anvagengnin
f A )

minal or gas station. -
No, not even close.

. If you guessed the restrooms at
Plymouth Canton and Plymouth
Salem high schools, you are cor-
rect.

-Some Plymouth Salem High
School students are hoping a week-

~Please sce RECLAIM, A12

Plymouth communities reach new heights

B ‘This gives us the focal point that

BY KEVIN BROWN

Services Director Jim Anulewicz.

BY VALERIE OLANDER
STAFF WRITER

Parents and police are asking them-
selves how an alleged sexual assault
happened at Plymouth Canton High
School during school hours.

A 15-year-old girl told Canton police
she was raped by another student last
Thursday afternoon underneath a
stairwell near the photography class-
room. Charges are pending against the
17-year-old boy accused of the attack.

“She was scared to the point she
could not yell or say anything,” police
said.

Two students may have witnessed
the sexual assault and nonchalantly
walked away without reporting it to
school administrators.

Bond suit

top of court docket

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The Michigan Court of Appeals has
denied a request by the Plymouth-Can-
ton schools to dismiss the con i
lawsuit which has halted the sale of
$79.6 million in bonds to build two new
schools and make other improvements.

In effect, the court denied a motion
by the school district to affirm the rul-
ing by Wayne County Circuit Court

Judge

Rashid ruled last August fhe Pf'y-
mouth-Canton schools could move for-
ward with the bond sale, striking down
a lawsuit by Plymouth resident Jerry
Vorva. Vorva subsequently stopped
the district’s bond sale in its tracks by
filing an appeal.

With the motions out of the way, the
appeals court will now move forward
and give the case an accelerated hear-
ing, which has also been requested by
the district.

“The motions were delaying the case,
keeping it from having an accelerated
hearing,” said Court of Appeals assis-
tant clerk Kim Hauser. “With the

Charges are pending against the 17-year-old
student accused of

STAFF WRITER

A 130-foot three-sided clock tower with “Plymouth”
emblazoned on each side should be erected by end of
May at Ann Arbor Road and I-276.

“We're basically about two weeks away from sign-
ing an agreement,” said Plymouth Township Public

The agreement involves the township government,
Don Massey Cadillac and Air Touch Cellular.
Anulewicz said Air Touch will pay $650,000-$750,000
to build the tower and Massey will waive the lease
rights the company would normally pay him for use

was suggested along the Ann Arbor
Road corridor.’

e assault. -

“My daughter is involved with a lot
of extracurricular activities so (her
safety) after hours always concerned
me. During school, no. Not really,” said
Ellie Shupra, president of the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community School
Council. lele,

“Sure, there’s issues here that need
to be addressed. 'm not sure how secu-
rity works at the high schools, so I real-
ly can’t comment on that,” she added.

Parent Mara Peterson had a similar | -
response: “I find this a little frighten-
ing, especially because my daughter is
taking a photogra?hy class,” she said.

The 17-year-old attacker has
been suspended while a school investi-
gation continues, said Ken Jacobs,

“Please see RAPE, Ad

jumps to |

So roleted shory page 12

motions taken
care of, the
case can now
be moved to an
accelerated sta-
tus.”

Hauser said
that means the
case wi:}mnow
jump to the top
of the Tist, past "
other cases
which have
been pending.
However, she
still can’t spec-
ulate on when
that will be,
only saying it's
up to the court to decide.

Even when both sides get to argue
their cases in front of the panel of three
judges, there is no timetable as to
when the trio will make their ruling.
The case could very well be months,

Please m

Jim Anulewicz
—Township public services director

Please see TOWER, Ad

Downsizing plans still
on court drawing board

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

A new 35th District courthouse in
Plymouth could cost in the range of
$3.35 million to $8.92 million, depend-
ing on which of five options the court
authority wants to approve.

Option No. 6 is a 53,173-square-foot,
three-story complex which addresses
security issues, courtroom gize, and
ample room to support the court until
at least the year 2020. -

That option was presented to the
authority last month, and jaws dropped
when the price tag was revealed.

The Southfield architectural firm
was asked for more options, and they
will be presented to the authority later
this month,

A meeting of the authority’s finance
subcommittee seems to make option
four, a scaled-down version of the
three-story structure more popular,
especially the price tag issue. That

design is nearly 6,000 square feet
, and nearly $1.3 unﬁion cheap-

er.

The architect h;:‘ubo come up with

a building to replace

mm destroyed by fire

Y ik

July 2. While improvements include
bringing the building up to code and
upgrading some building systems, the
architect doesn’t believe the original
footprint addresses security issues for
judges, prisoners and the public. The
price tag is only $540,000 less than the
three-story structure.

Replacing the original 27,000-square-
foot building and bringing it up to
today’s codes would cost $4 million. An
exact replica of the burned-out struc-
ture would cost $3.25 million. Those
two options appear to be the least
acceptable because they don’t allow for
expected future caseload increases of
the court.

“There’s a big decision to be made on
how much money is to be spent on the
project,” said Steve Walters, Plymouth
city manager. “I think at our next ses-
sion we'll get a much better feeling of
where we're headed ... somewhere in
between is probably where we’ll end
up.”

“We're the big guy on the block
because we have over 50 percent of the
cost, but we need to hear from the
smaller communities because they

Remember-
ing: The Rev.
Roger

i Aumann
leads pall-
bearers,
friends of

Friends say goodbye

Wearing blue varsity jackets and death Monday morning at Christ the
blue team sweat suits, six boys from
the Plymouth Salem High School
| swim team carried the coffin of fellow
swimmer Michael Kilgore, 16.
Dozens of other tearful teens

Burial followed at Glen Eden Ceme-
tery in Livonia.

from emotion, during the funeéral sess

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. }

One student collapsed, lppuentfy‘j
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vice.

The opening hymn was sung by
two of Kilgore's close friends, Ryan
jackets. Those in blue and red Cooley, a member of Good Shepherd
embraced often to share tears and Church, and Jim Piece of the S \
hugs. swim team.

More than a 100 people - of all
ages — gathered to mourn Kilgore's Please see FUR

walked in procession behind the cas-
ket wearing the blue Salem colors.
Others wore red Plymouth Canton
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Where do we go?

R LR

- Committee wants to move school site

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFY WRITER

The 47-member Bond Steering
Committee's recommendation to
move the proposed new high
school closer to Plymouth-Can-
ton . Educational Park sparked
debéte among some school board
members who said it's best to
stick to the plan presented to
. voters lut year.

plan was to build
scheol at the corner of

Joy Roads in Canton.

would be
so that students would
‘major facilities such as the
at P-CEP, which is about a
nfle east.

“2Qur schools are able to offer
nimerous opportunities to stu-
den only because we share
facilities,” committee member

Cindy Burnstein said.
" Now the committee wants to

The
a high
loek
The

three bulldinp would have to
offer. The committee’s presenta-
tion and discussion lasted about
Ihne-lnd-c-h-lfhoun

“If the three schools operated
independently, about 69 elective
classes would have to be can-
_itd because of low enrollment.

list of classes the committee
pn:iocted would be canceled cov-
dred all areas, including
advanced plaeement.

-Plus, the cost of triplicating

programs, particularly band,
would be high. The estimated
cost of triplicating the band pro-
gram would easily be $2 million,
Burnstein estimated.

“We need to position ourselves
80 we're not forced to cut pro-
grams in lean economic times,”
she added.

Board trustee Carrie Blamer
said the P-CEP land was origi-
nally to have four buildings, a
plan of which she disagrees.

“I cannot see four high schools
on one site. I can see two
because we've lived with it,”
Blamer said.

She initially wanted an off-site
high school, mainly because of
parents’ and staffers’ concerns
that the schools are too big.
Other board members echoed
concerns about size.

“I've got a lot of parents saying
they were uncomfortable with
the size of the high schools,”
Blamer said.

But, building an off-site high
school would be “totally unfeasi-
ble” financially, Blamer said.
Because of this reason and the
unavailability of suitable land,
she changed her mind about
wanting an off-site facility.

Superintendent Chuck Little
said change is good.

“Are we going to do it differ-
ently or are we going to do it the
same? I vote we do it different-
ly,” Little said, reacting to the
committee’s proposal.

Little, along with other school

plumnuth @dbserver %}_
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been‘taken by gur staff pho-

board members, said the
Beck/Joy location was well publi-
cized and is what the public was
promised.

Trustee Mike Maloney agreed.

“I get frustrated when public
officials say they’re going to do
something and then do some-
thing differently,” Maloney said.

One school board member said
the size of the schools benefit
some students.

“The bigness has prepared
them for the world,” board mem-
ber Sue Davis said. “I think that
for the most part the majority of
students do very well.” But,
“there are some kids who do not
do well in a big school.”

Board president Mark Horvath
said discussing the issue too
much could be premature. The
plans are tied up in a lawsuit

S O QO QS O
e Rabbit Easter Portruits

e MARCH 9TH -

over the March, 1997, bond elec-
tion,

Discussing a building “I am
unfortunately not convinced
we're going to be able to build, is
a waste of time,” Horvath said,
adding that it was a “moot
point.”

Committee member Sherry
Frazier took offense at Horvath's
statement, in one of the meet-
ing’s heated moments.

“I can't believe that people
have come here and sat for four
hours and have been dismissed
so lightly,” Frazier said.

Horvath said she misunder-
stood what he meant.

“It's only a moot point in that
we can’t build a building today.
Don't become adversarial
because I talked about a moot
point as related to cost. I don’t
believe in ‘can’t’ or ‘never.’ I don't
think I'd ever give anybody the
impression that I'm not willing
to listen,” Horvath said.

In other meeting news the
board approved:

B The retirement of Lucy Mor-
ris, a 40-year district veteran
and Fiegel Elementary teacher.

M Tenure for Dan Young, a
Pioneer teacher.

M Appointing Ken Jacobs, .

assistant principal at Canton
High School to director of main-
tenance and operations.

B Hiring Jan Eggers, now a
Salem High School English
teacher.

APRIL 11TH o
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1. The state winner will

automiatically qualify for entry in the
East Central Division, where the
winner will qualify for entry in the
National DAR Good Citizen
competition in Washington, D.C.
The national winner will receive a
$3,000 scholarship to their school
of choice and a silver bowl
engraved, “DAR Good Citizen

balance (using scientific knowledge
in realworld contexts).

MichCon’s Educational Mini-Grant
Program supports new and
innovative approaches to leaming
that compliment the core K-12
curriculum. The grants heip teachers
pay for special projects that are not
in their school’s budget.

GED testing scheduled in late March

GED testing is scheduled 9 Thursday, March 26 at Stark-
a.m. to 2 p.m. or 5-10 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 25, and

s

weather Education Center, 550

N. Holbrook. Call 416-4901.
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For Summer and Fall Enroliments

Sunday, March 15th » 12-2 p.m.
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Looking back

July 4 parade has ’50s theme

BY KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Get ready, Daddy-o - this
year’s July 4 parade will have a
1950s theme.

“I'm thinking of poodle skirts
and black leather jackets,” said
parade organizer Fred Hill.

It’s not too early to begin orga-
nizing floats, said Hill. After all,
he started organizing this year’s
parade last June.

Floats can depict historic
events of the 19508, or show how
families in that decade celebrat-
ed July 4.

Three top local '50s-theme
bands will perform on parade
floats — Steve King and the Dit-
tlies, the Teen Angels and the
Laredos.

Hill said he got involved last
year “because the parade needed
to be reinvented and rejuvenat-
ed.”

Along with the Plymouth-Can-
ton Jaycees, he recast the parade
as “Good Morning USA.” That
name will return and so will the
unique parade start time, 7:30
a.m.

Hill got the idea for the early
start time in Canton, Ohio, home
of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.
His Briefcase Drill Team has
performed in the Hall of Fame
parade, which draws 100,000 at
7:30 a.m. “If they can do it there,
we can do it here,” he said.

Hill also put to use other

things he learned on the road
with the Briefcase Drill Team,
about how to do a parade right.

Like last year, he’s signing up
a range of entertainment - giant
balloons, Navy F-16 airplane fly-
overs, Detroit Tigers and Pistons
team mascots, skydivers, Miss
Michigan, bqpxpeu and more.

And don't forget the W.P.
Cyclone Magnificent Highwheel
Band, featuring 15 musicians
performing on old-fashioned high
wheel bikes.

In a parade, Hill explained,
“every entry should be entertain-

“We're certainly looking for
groups who want to participate
with floats,” Hill said. “We are
happy to help them with ideas.”

Those interested in participat-
ing or providing parade sponsor-
ships - it costs $30,000 to pay for
the parade — should call (734)
459-3733.

Other entertainment includes
the Just For Kicks line dancing
group, two fife and drum corps
units, the Fred Hill Briefcase
Drill Team and the interactive
parade section.

At bleachers erected at Penn
and Main and Church and Main
- the parade will be announced
at both locations — “bleacher
creatures” who pay $10 for tick-
ets will get a bag of goodies.

The bags are filled with items

Planning: Fred Hill is
again planning the early
morning July 4 parade in
downtown Plymouth.

including masks and noisemak-
ers. Participants pull out items
appropriate for the parade act
that’s passing.

There are about 750 seats.
“We'll take anybody’s reserva-
tion for them right away,” Hill
said.

“My hope is that everyone who
attended last year comes back
and brings a friend or two and
we'll just wow them,” he said.

Trains: ‘No, not again?

Editor’s note: We asked our
readers to let us know their par-
ticular experiences with trains
and train crossings in the Ply-
mouths. The first account is from
Barbara Worosz, a Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools bus
driver. The second is from Kris-
ten Drauss and the third from
Diann Micol.

As soon as it moves ...

Trains are a big part of my
life. Sitting two or three times a
day waiting for the gates to go
up. Just when there is hope the
end is near, a second train starts
going by.

Imagine sitting in a metal hol-
low shape, about a half-block
long, when you look in your over-
head mirror. The sound at times
is like loud machinery piercing
your ears.

As you stare in the overhead
mirror, you gaze at the 70 or 80
precious heads that are bounc-
ing, poking, screaming, writing
on seats, and just plain and sim-
ple being a kid.

You are captain of your ship
and responsible for your crew.
You end up sitting at the tracks,
sometimes over 20 minutes at a
time.

Have you guessed it? I'm a
bus driver! As the crowd gets
loud, you call base and let them
know you're running late
because you're on a tight sched-
ule, which then makes you late
the rest of your trip. You have
several schools to service. Your
dispatcher radios you back.
When are you going to arrive at
the school you service? How
would you know, the train has
now stopped on the track. Seven-
ty-three cars, three engines and
one caboose is stopped dead on
the tracks!

Your dispatcher radios you
again, can you make that half-
a-block long, metal, hollow bus
turn around? (Even though
there is a stream of cars, trucks
and whatever, one inch behind
your bumper).

Bus drivers are capable of
doing amazing things and doing
them safely so they can deliver
their precious cargo. Whatever
you do when your talking to a
Plymouth-Canton bus driver,
Don’t mention trains!!!

A hero

It was a snowy February
night, about two years ago. My
best friend and I were headed
to a local coffee shop to relax
and chat. It had been snowing
for the past few days, and there
was quite an accumulation on
the ground.

As we were driving north-
bound on Haggerty, north of
Plymouth Road, we joined
about a dozen people who were
stopped for a train. The only
problem was that there was no
train, but the gates were down.
My best friend and I had nothing
to do so we waited. A few cars
waited with us, but everyone
else drove around the closed
gates.

About five minutes later, we
noticed a minivan driving in the
wrong lane toward the tracks.
We watched the driver slam on
the brakes, put the van into a
360-degree turn in the snow, and
stop by the control box. A man
jumped out of the van, faced us
and took a bow. Everyone
clapped and cheered!! He was a
hero! A few minutes later the
gates were open and we were
back enroute to the coffee shop.

The best-laid plans

The most recent train story
comes for this previous Christ-
mas season.

I had it all planned: Wash the
vehicle, go to the store, go back
home make Christmas cookies,
in time to go to the show at 1
p-m.

Everything was going like
clockwork, while in the store a
coal train started going by. Just
as I came out of the store, the
train stopped. I went to Ann
Arbor trail crossing, got stopped
there and the main part of town
was backed up to almost Church
Street. So, I went down to Shel-
don and finally across the tracks
only to get stopped at Mill
Street.

A two-minute wait there, and
then home. A 20 minute trip
took me almost 45 minutes!

Kindergarten registration
for the 1998-99 school year
will be held in all elementary
schools the week of March 28,

Children are eligible to
attend kindergarten if they
will be five years old on or
before Dec. 1. While registra-
tion can be made anytime dur-
ing the year, parents are
urged to register their chil-

Kindergarten registration to
begin the week of March 23

dren during this porio;.i:
u‘hbmﬂﬁ\nﬁ
:::.for fall kindergarten

, parents need to
briu fullvwiu items to
the elementary school in the
child’s current attendance
area: (If the attendance area
is unknown, parents should
contact Ginnie Murdoch, pupil

accountant at (734) 416-4842):
Child’s birth certificate,
proof of residency, child’s
security number, child’s
record of immunizations.
Department located on Merri-
man Road near Michigan
Avenue in Wayne. The phone
number for the Wayne County
Health Department is (734)
467-3319.

Court /o pues

Maldmonmrtm-
enues,” said Tom Yack, Canton

T B rdrrioe & the miney

sneh community gets from the

| — —

court in unused operating funds
from tickets, court fees and other
assessments, which can be a sig-
nificant part of a community’s

There is discussion that each
community would give up half
its revenue in order to support
construction of a new court-

timel
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(PCEP).

. “The detectives have finished
their investigation and made a
warrant request to the (Wayne
County) Prosecutor’s Office, It’s
up to the prosecutor to decide
what the c! will be,” said

Laura Golles.

& 17-year-old is considered

;'an adult and could-be charged

- with first-degree criminal sexual

:conduct and/or having sex with a

miner. 'En legal age of sexual

alleged attacker is a new
student to the school district this

IR R RN R )

smmn
L

'
|

semester. The two students
apparently left the lunch room to
talk when the boy coaxed her to
hide under a stairwell so that
they wouldn’t be caught by secu-
rity officers.

The conversation turned to
sexual advances, which the girl
declined several times, she told
police. After a brief struggle, the
boy pinned her arms to the
ground and allegedly raped her.

Even more surprising was the
reaction of two unknown girls
who apparently went to the
stairwell to smoke cigarettes and
saw the sexual assault taking
place. They asked if they could

Funeral /.. ....:

stay there to smoke. The boy told
them to leave, according to police
reports.

After the attack, the victim
went outside and saw the two
girls standing there. One asked

“I don’t know if (the two girls)
realized what was actually hap-
pening,” said Golles,

Jacobs said the school is talk-
ing to various students, but
declined to say whether the two
possible witnesses have been
found.

“This is a big place. If some-
thing like this happened, it's a

real tragedy,” he added.

The district employs two secu-
rity guards for each high school
(four in all) who patrol the hall-
ways. Two others are stationed
in both student parking lots to
enforce the “closed campus” poli-
cy. A seventh security officer
patrols between the two schools
outside.

“Do I think the school is too
big? Yeah. But, do I think the
school is to blame? No ... Yes, it
concerns me, but it could happen
anywhere,” Peterson said.

She added, “If (the victim) had
been following the rules she
wouldn’t have been in that situa-
tion.”

P

, there were three bus-
students from both high
. Cars also lined Cherry

14

Hill Road, between Lilley and
Morton Taylor, and that of a
neighboring subdivision across

from the church. Canton police
officers were on hand to direct
traffic.
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Kilgore was an honor student
and athlete who competed in the
Rocks’ last swim meet of the sea-
son the night before he died of a
heart attack in his home March
4. The results of an autopsy are
pending.

About two years ago, the teen
was diagnosed as having a heart
murmur, but was given a clean
bill of health by doctors last
year. His parents found him on
his bedroom floor unconscious.
He had been there about 45 min-
utes. Numerous attempts were
made to save him, but to no
avail.

“Barb (Kilgore) said to me in
the emergency room that night,
‘Why couldn’t he have fallen into
my arms? He has fallen into the
arms of the Lord,” said the Rev.
Roger F. Aumann.

-l .
» [ ¥

Tall: This is an artist’s
rendering of what the
tower will look like.

Bond from page Al

Tower

from page Al

of his property.

What the township gets is a
long-awaited, powerful visual
symbol to announce entry to the
Plymouth community, at a major
entrance.

“This gives us the focal point
that was suggested alongsthe
Ann Arbor Road corridor,”
Anulewicz said, adding there
will be no cost to residents.

“Having the clock tower on
Massey property gives him some
visibility the expressway,”
Anulewicz said. The auto dealer
has tried and failed to convince
township officials to place signs
facing the freeway.

The design will be coordinated
with Massey’s nearby buildings
and a Cadillac logo is incorporat-
ed in the clock face design.

“That gives him some sense of
visibility and marketing. He can
advertise he is under the clock
tower, but it will say ‘Plymouth,’
* Anulewicz said.

Air Touch Cellular is interest-
ed in the tower to boost cell
phone signals. “This is a poor
reception ‘dead area’ for them,”
Anulewicz explained.

Equipment used to boost cell
phone calls will be not be visible
from outside the tower.

A clock with a sweep hand will
be placed on all three sides,
along with the name “Ply.
mouth.”

Talks to make the tower pro-
ject a reality took place over two
years. While talk was initially
about a brick tower, Anulewicz
the cost was too great, around
$800,000. The structure is to
made of metal in shades of light
and dark brown.

and possibly a year, from being
settled.

Meanwhile, the district will
have to hold up plans to build a
new elementary school and a
new high school.

In his lawsuit, Vorva claimed
that 716 voters were denied
their “fundamental right to vote”
because the touch-screen voting

machines failed to record their
ballots. The special bond issue
passed by only 96 votes.

“In essence, the Court of
Appeals has rejected the school
district’s claims, and instead
desires to hear the case on its
merits,” said Vorva., “I am fight-
ing for the fundamental right to
vote, while they are fighting for

the ability to continue to illegally
manipulate elections.  This will
be a long and expensive fight,
but the people will win.”

Schools Superintendent Chuck
Little said he’s not surprised.

“Maybe now we can move for-
ward,” said Little. “Millions of
dollars are being lost because of
the delays.”
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911 appeal

Judicial panel hears opening
arguments on telephone charges

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
STAF¥ WRITER

Are the 48-cent charges qn
telephone bills for Wayne Coun-
ty residents for 911 services a
fee or a tax?

Three Michigan Court of
Appeals judges will rule on that
question after they listened to
opening arguments Tuesday in
in Detroit.

An attorney for the Wayne
County Taxpayers Association
argued that he believed the
charges were a tax.

“There is no rationalization
here (to allow the fees), because
these persons pay the four per-
cent charge whether or not they
use the service,” said Brian
Richtarcik. Richtarcik repre-
sented the tax group in the
appeal of a suit against Wayne
County and the Wayne County
Board of Commissioners.

The charge represents 4 per-
cent of the highest monthly flat
rate charged by a service suppli-
er — Ameritech — for a one-
party access line within the 911
district or about 48 cents a
month. In western Wayne Coun-
ty, that district’s area is repre-
sented by the Conference of
Western Wayne, including Can-
ton, Garden City, Livonia, Ply-
mouth, Plymouth Township,
Redford and Westland.

Was state law violated?

Richtarcik argued the money
collected by Ameritech in 911

surcharges was a tax, which
would make any Legislative
action raising the surcharge in
violation of the Headlee Amend-
ment since voters were not
asked for approval.

“In present case, if in fact
what is being charged is a true
‘user fee' then persons should
have the option not to receive
the 911 service. However no
such option is available and in
fact, the alleged user fee is real-
ly a mandatory user fee, and
thus, a tax.”

But attorney John Allen, who
represented the Downriver Com-
munity Conference, a party
amended to the lawsuit, one of
the telephone districts that
receives reimbursement from
the surcharge from Ameritech,
argued that Richtarcik had not
met the burden of proof.

“It is a case of private individ-
uals who want to use the judicial
system to change state law to
redefine the term ‘tax’,” Allen
said. He called it a “sincere but
wrongheaded attempt.”

The Wayne County Taxpayers
Association originally filed a
lawsuit in September 1995 seek-
ing an injunction to prevent
Michigan Bell, Ameritech,
Wayne County and the Wayne
County Board of Commissioners
from collecting an “impermissi-
ble tax” outlined in the Emer-
gency Telephone Service
Enabling Act. County commis-
sioners had adopted resolutions

in August 1994 which provided
for an increase in the fee
charged to telephone subscribers
for emergency 911 phone ser-
vice.

In August 1996 a Wayne
County circuit judge sided with
the defendants, so the tax group
appealed that decision.

Tuesday's arguments were
heard by Michigan Court of
Appeals Judges Robert P. Young
Jr., Martin Doctoroff and
Michael Kelly.

Issue called ‘political’

Richtarcik raised issues on
whether the money collected
was a tax, whether that money
collected violated the Headlee
Amendment, whether the tax
group was entitled to a judg-
ment as a matter of the law, and
whether the trial court’s decision
was erroneous.

“Taxes are exactions — or
involuntary contributions — of
money, the payment of which is
mandatory or compulsory by
law, In contrast, a fee is a volun-
tary payment in exchange for a

" special service, benefit or privi-

lege, not automatically conferred
upon the general public.”

Allen called the issue “a politi-
cal, not a legal, question.”

Ernest Essad, an attorney rep-
resenting the Conference of
Western Wayne, a legislative
consortium of 18 communities,

“Please see 911, A7

Candidates gearing up
for state education seats

State conventions are five
months away, but candidates are
lining up for nominations to
statewide education post. Here is
their status:

University of Michigan

Democrats - Phil Power, an
incumbent, announced he will
seek a new eight-year term.
Power, 59, of Ann Arbor is chair-
man of HomeTown Communica-
tions Network Inc., parent com-
pany of this newspaper. He was
appointed in 1986 to fill a vacan-
cy. Twin priorities: “moving
research findings from the lab to
the marketplace” and tuition
aid.

So far, no one has announced
-to be his running mate. Two per-
sons are elected for eight-year
terms. Incumbent Shirley
McFee, R-Battle Creek, is retir-
ing.

Republicans - State Rep.
Jessie Dalman, 64, of Holland
announced she will seek a nomi-
nation. Former chair of the
House Education Committee,
she is being term-limited out.
Priority: making the university
affordable for middle-class fami-
lies. ’

David Brandon, 45, CEQ of
the Livonia-headquartered
Valassis Communications and
GOP fund-raiser, announced his
candidacy for U-M regent during
legislative budget hearings.
Brandon, a Plymouth Township
resident, chairs the board of
Central Michigan €niversity, an
appointive position.

Gov. John Engler has
announced Dalman and Bran-
don will be the nominees,
putting former regent Deane
Baker, 72, on notice not to try a
comeback.

Democrats have a 5-3 majori-

ty.
Michigan State

Demoerats - No announce-
ments yet.

Republicans - Incumbent
Delores (Dee) Cook, 65, of
Greenville, has Engler’s backing
for a second term. The second
incumbent, Jack Shingleton, 75,
i8 retiring.

Engler is backing Dave Porte-
ous, 45, of Reed City; Porteous
received an appointment to the
MSU board in 1996 but lost his
re-election bid in the Democratic
sweep.

Democrats have a 5-3 majori-
ty.

Wayne State
Democrats - No announce-
Please see EDUCATION, A6
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yet.
eans - Incumbent
Eliza Hardy, 42, of
is expected to seek a

m Vernice Davis-Antho-
ny, 53, of Farmington Hills;
she’s a former Wayne Count
and state public health director.
”Dumcmh have a 5-3 majori-

cation Association.
Republicans - Gary Wol-

fram, 47, a Hillsdale College eco-

nomics L 18 to

professor, is expected
seek a full term. He is an Engler
W_mdmzadvmteof

privatization. :

The board is split 4-4 on party
lines. On ideological lines, there
are five supporters of public
schools and three of private and
charter schools.

% CS VAT
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e Court

Officially, the seven-member
high court is nonpartisan offi-
cially. In practice, there are four
Democrats and three Republi-
cans.

Democrats - Justice Patricia
Boyle, 60, of Detroit, announced
she won't seek a new term. Jus-
tice Michael Cavanagh, 57, of
East Lansing, is expected to
seek a new eight-year term.

She hasn't announced, but
look for Court of Appeals Judge
Kathleen Jansen, a Macomb
County resident in her early 40s,
to try again for a Democratic
nomination.

Republicans - For a full
term, Court of Appeals Judges
Jane Markey, 46, of Grand
Rapids, has Engler’s blessing.

Justice Clifford Taylor, 55, of
East Lansing, is expected to run
for the last two years of a term
to which he was appointed
(replacing the retired Dorothy
Comstock Riley). No Democrat
has announced for the post.

line of beautiful wedding products.
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How to improve MEAP

Educators offer feedbac

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

One year the Riverside Mid-
dle School fifth graders scored
70 percent proficient on the
Michigan Education Assess-
ment Program writing test,
and eighth graders scored 76
percent proficient.

Next year the fifth grade
boosted its score to 78.7 per-
cent and the eighth grade to
96.3 percent.

“We took those who weren’t
proficient and sent them to
remediation for five days,”
writing teacher Judi Kulchar
told a state House Education
subcommittee March 9 in Dear-
born Heights. “We diagnosed
their weaknesses and remedi-
ated that. Only one parent
refused (permission for remedi-
al work).”

That remedial group consist-
ed of about 44 fifth graders and
40 eighth graders of about 200
in each grade. “We gave them
strategies in writing,” she said,
such as outlining, following
through and sequence.

Kulchar said she wrote her
own version of the MEAP writ-
ing test, calling it a “pre-
MEAP. I did not copy anything.

It gives the kids practice. This
is the way to go. If you want
proficiency, you've got to spot it
(problems) before.

“This year there were only 20
in remediation,” Kulchar said.

Bill McFarland, assistant
superintendent in Crestwood
School District, told lawmakers
that Kulchar conducted “exten-
sive in-service programs for
teachers” as the western
Wayne County district boosted
its MEAP scores.

Rep. Bob Brown, D-Dearborn
Heights, asked whether she
wasn’t “teaching the test.” No,
she replied, because the district
concentrated on teaching skills
and remedying weaknesses,
not teaching the test.

Added Sam Ewing, MEAP
coordinator for the Wayne
County Regional Service Agen-
cy (intermediate district): “We
make sure we're not teaching
the test but the curriculum
behind the test.”

Some throw up

But Paula Long, a Taylor dis-
trict staff development coordi-
nator for the science and writ-
ing MEAP tests, took a dim

view of the pressures put on
kids by the whole testing pro-
cess. She cited a suicide
attempt, a runaway, gang inci-
dents, and kids “so worried
about taking the test they get
sick and throw up.”

A better evaluation of a
school’s performance, Long
said, would be to ask kids: “Do
you love to read? Do you love
literature? Do you love art?”

“A lot of parents tell me their
children aren’t having fun in
school any more,” Long said.

Subcommittee chair Rose
Bogardus, D-Davison, a former
music teacher, agreed: “We've
heard this in other schools —
children are stressed out by
MEAP.”

Started by the state in 1969
and developed more fully in the
1980s and 1990s, MEAP rates
children three times in read-
ing, writing, science, math and
soon social studies. MEAP tests
are geared to measure student
outcomes rather than how
many. hours a student sat in a
class.

Bogardus’ panel was follow-
ing up on 1996 changes written
into state law. The changes
were designed to shorten the

k on state tests

tests, give faster feedback, and
place them closer to the times
when students were taking the
appropriate courses.

How to improve

Kulchar and a group of
administrators suggested
improvements the state

Department of Education could :

make:

B Detroit gets its MEAP
scores a week later than other
districts. “That causes the
media to distrust us. We have
nothing to hide,” said Bette
McIntosh, a Detroit adminis-
trator.

@ “Cut” scores make many
schools and kids look bad. They
may be one point below a “pro-
ficient” rating, but the labels
make them look as if they've
flunked entirely, said Mcln-
tosh.

B Some schools encourage all
to take the MEAP tests while

others freely grant exemptions

and even solicit exemption
requests from parents. Those

with high rates of participation |~

run the risk of poor overall
scores.
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Appea-i; panel backs court merger

-

LA R I

said it was the nature of the  The appellate court can rule BY TIM RICHARD ing against him was a former _
emergency service that dictated on the iseues at any time. e N The appeliate panel found Oakland County Cir- ¢ ’t b &
the foe be spent around the dis- _ Rose Bogaert, chair of the A state Court of | , cult Court Judge Richard D. Kuhn lacked standing % — P ;
triet ;‘l’ have the 911 system Wayne County Taxpayers Asso- has upheld a law merging to file the suit because he “cannot establish that The appellate panel found -
k. and available. ciation, hoped the panel would  Detroit Recorder’s Court with @ will suffer an injury or that there is a likely Kuhn lacked standing to file the
times rule in faver of her organization. Wayne County Circuit Court. chance of immediate m different from the suit because he “cannot establish

ing the
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*You can’t send out a bill for
user of service,” Essad said.
Doctoroff responded that
that did not respond to question
of whether the 911 charge was a
usér fee or a tax, Essad respond-
ed that the fee was collected to
defray expenses. .

Harretha Jarrett, Wayne

She calls 911 a “necessary and
admirable service” but disagrees
with the way the surcharge was
imposed on county residents.

“It’s illegal without a vote. It's
a tax, not a fee.

“The Legislature passed a law
that is unconstitutional. Nobody

The law took effect last Oct. 1.
The 29 incumbent recorder’s
judges, who heard only eriminal
cases, became circuit judges.
They now hear civil and family
cases as well as criminal cases.

The 29 judges may fill out the
terms of the Detroit court to
which they were elected, but
then must run countywide to

for the election to fill the newly-
created Wayne Circuit Court
Judgeships was within the dis-
cretion ' recognized by the
Supreme Court,” said appellate

circumstances, established that
the Legislature has exceeded its
constitutional authority,” they
added.

Loser was Oakland Circuit

that he will suffer an injury or |
that there is a likely chance of _
immediate injury different from .
“Judge Kuhn, as an Oakland .
County resident, is neither a
Wayne County resident, a voter
registered in Wayne County, nor ~*
a potential candidate for one of
those 29 newly-created judge- -

County’s attorney, concluded should be allowed to le tax i Jud Hilda G M J Richard D. Kuhn, who in ships. s
MEAP : ; vy a keep their posts, the state law ges age, Maureen Judge . , who in ps . ,
= othab that the taxpayers’ group had without a vote of the people.” ”y: Pulte Reilly and Kathleen 1961-62 was a delegate to the “Furthermore, his status as an
es the “ne evidence..to overturn the “We find that the manner in Jansen. Constitutional Convention that Oakland County Circuit Court
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which the Legislature provided

a Warren Consolidated district
administrator, said, “I take
offense. Violence was taught.”
B Students’ sociceconomic and
family backgrounds influence
test results, said Maiorano. So
do pupil-teacher ratios, teacher
experience, teachers with mas-
ter’s degrees and other factors.
Test results should be correlated
with these factors instead of
being reported raw. “District to
istrict comparisons cannot and
shduld not be reported,” he said.
B County administrator would

the routes used to smuggle
slaves out of the pre-Civil War
South. Detroit is shown as a
point, but the map fails to indi-
cate whether Detroit is a point
or origin or a destination. One
question asks why Michigan was
such an important part of the
Underground Railroad. The
answer was that it was close to
Canada, “but the map doesn’t
even show Canada!” McFarland
said.

B Jim Orme, a Romulus sci-
ence teacher, said a geology

Bogardus said her subcommit-
tee has concluded its hearings
and will write a report to the
Legislature.

Meanwhile, if there was any
doubt the MEAP tests are gain-
ing in importance, a legislative
proposal shows they’re here to
stay. On the House calendar is
HB 5096, which would require
the Michigan Higher Assistance
Authority to consider MEAP
high school scores in granting
college scholarships.

Ring's Court Castle Restaurant |

“Plaintiffs have not, under the

designed the court system. Rul-

e many ’ ‘ T
g d R R Your Irish eyes are smiling...
- lat‘:els .1 now given in mid-Jan- be helped if they could receive question discusses a spring and * ! . :
they've uary should be moved back to more than just test numbers. “I groundwater. “Most of our kids
i Meln. March, said Kulchar, because would like to see the (scorers’) have city water,” he said.
“that Christmas break is a annotations on about 20 tests Orme said test results fail to not to

rage all kﬂ-";m By tost st ;ith aﬁgza of scores,” said show h;w maxfxy txmels a stuc(i)ent k

: it question, ayne 's Ewing. was absent from class. “Our CoOoKIng or
"g:):: . _mﬁnn(!sroftbe Society for the B Some questions are poorly (teachers’) heads are 6n the l g
mpt.ion Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- written. Crestwood’s McFarland chopping block,” he said. “A lot cieaning
' mals banged together the heads blistered a social studies ques- of kids go on Christmas vacation doi
cipation ° RS SFVIRED WS s tre tion with a map of the Under- and can't remember their locker b dish
eviarall animals badly. Jerry Maiorano, ground Railroad in Michigan, numbers when they come back.” the dishes.
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BRING THE FAMILY FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH at
King’s Counrt Castle!
Served from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Over 40 items to choose from!
Including Omelettes & Carving Items!
Adults - $14.95
Children Under 12 - $7.95 Children Under 5 EAT FREE!
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Before you have
a baby, talk toa
woman who's
had more
than 1000.

he female obstetricians and certified nurse midwives of Providence
T Hospital and Medical Centers have delivered thousands of babies

between them. And they’ve had a few of their own, as well. So if you
think a woman’s touch would make your birth experience a better one,
then you've come to the right place.

AABEFT R ANAS AR AR i BANSAEYS

Traditionally,
tax relief has come from
the drugstore.

Ane

|
|

Antacids and aspirin are only short-term solutions. Comerica banks offer longer-

SOPORRES: . . e

lasting tax relief in more ways than just competitive rates on time deposit accounts,

R P

Of course, no matter which gender you prefer (for your doctor, that is) all
of Providence’s obstetricians and certified nurse midwives are highly skilled
and experienced. And they work in some of the most accommodating,
comfortable, family-centered birth facilities in Michigan. Providence Park
in Novi and the New Life Center in Southfield offer the comforts of home,
with the reassurance of state-of-the-art equipment standing by. For low-
risk births, the Family Birthing Center in Southfield offers a safer alternative
to home birth, providing queen-size beds, Jacuzzi tubs and sleeping
accommodations for family members.

traditional IRAs and Roth IRAs. Our Private Banking Relationship Managers can help

you understand how the new tax law will impact your tax and estate planning. We can

. even refer you to Comerica Securities for consultation and advice on investment

. emamnaetmag

alternatives for your portfolio or for a Roth IRA. To find out more, call 1-8o0-292-1300

=

1 Or visit your neighborhood Comerica bank branch, instead of the corner drugstore,

: . * COMECTICA
g i

; We listen. We understand. We make it work "

P

b

For your birth experience, Providence has all the choices: the medical
professionals, the accommodations, the technology. Just ask any
woman who’s been there—even just once. For more information,

calt 1-800-968-

5598
.I HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTERS

One of America's top 100 hospitals and close to home.
Wd*mahoyw“mu

P — — e ey

—AMutua; F uﬁds and other investments offered by Comerica Securities are not FDIC insured: |
are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by Comerica banks; and involve risk, including possible loss J

of principal. Comerica Securities is a broker-dealer, member NASD/SIPC and an affiliate of Comerica banks.

Comerica banks Equal Opportunity Lenders Members FDIC
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IDIANE GALE ANDREASSI
h WRITER
~Garry and Lou Johnson were always the first to
raise their hands when there was a call for volun-
teers to fill a need. Now, friends are trying to make
sure their needs are filled.

Garry Johnson, 51, learned he had colon cancer
almost three years ago. Since then, the cancer has
spread through his stomach, took a kidney and
most recently has manifested as brain tumors that
were removed three weeks ago.

Friends are planning a bowling and silent auc-
tion fund-raiser for Garry, his wife, Lou, and their
daughters, 17-year-old Amanda, a student at Ply-
mouth Salem High School, and Molly 14, a West
Middle School student.

“He's been fighting this fight for 2 1/2 years and
he's been very fortunate,” Lou said. “Up until this
last fall you would have never known anything
was the matter.”

Along with surgeries and the many side effects
of cancer, Garry Johnson has driven weekly to
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit for treatments. “He
worked the whole time,” Lou said. “He was just an
amazing man and he never complained about it.”

: has been unable to work since the begin-
‘ningoftheyur.Sohemdhisfamilywiﬂdepond
' on Social Security benefits, which aren't expected
for at least six months and won't be retroactive.
The fund-raiser is designed to pay bills until he
starts receiving those benefits.
*: “Whenever anyone has a disease like this every-
une says: What can I do?” ” Lou said. “Mostly
 there’s nothing you can do, because you can’t take
' away someone else’s pain, but they came up this
idea to help us out. One of my girlfriends said:
‘Short of making the world right for you, this is

F: Garry Johnson is pictured here with his
daughters %lly, 14, left, and Amanda, 17. His

wife, Lou, is not pictured.
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what we’d like to do."”

Good attitude

After he was diagnosed with cancer,
Garry, a 13-year Plymouth resident,
remained upbeat. “Garry has always been
very, very positive about this whole thing
— that he would be OK and that he could
fight this,” his wife said.

Garry worked for a large company as
an accountant until about eight years ago
when he was terminated during a down-
sizing effort. Johnson worked for a tem-
porary for the last five years and
Lou works full time as a bookkeeper at
Telcom Credit Union.

“The people who I work with have been
very understanding and generous in giv-
ing me time off for the surgeries,” said
Lou, adding that co-workers have been
thoughtful in many ways, like bringing
her meals.

If there’s a bright spot in this ordeal,
Lou said, it’s to see how kind people can
be. The Johnsons are in awe watchi
their friends organize the Bowling/Silent
Auction at 8:30 p.m. Saturday, March 21,
at Vision Bowling Lanes on Ford Road,
just east of Hix. The cost is $15 per per-
son, which includes three games of bowl-

ing.

Terry Kocoloski-Young brainstormed
the idea and has been helped tremen-
dously by the Jerry Gibson family of Can-
ton, the Phil Venables family, the Jim
Hardy family and the Bill Applegate fam-
ily, who came to know the Johnsons

“At this point, he just
breaks down in tears when
he hears about the fund-
raiser,” Gibson said. “Peo-
ple have been very generous
with donations for the auc-
tion and neighbors have brought over
dinners. It's been overwhelming for
him. He’s been one of those people
who has never had to lean on anyone
before and now he does and to see all
this outpouring of giving has been
overwhelming for him.”

Something for all

The fund-raiser includes a 50-50
raffle, mystery game, men and
women’s highest game, highest over
average and more. Some of the items
that will be auctioned are an auto-
graphed picture of Minnesota Vikings
running back Robert Smith; a Red
Wings hockey puck with Kevin Hod-
son’s No. 31 signature; meals at vari-

‘Babies, featuri
ball. Standing,

a Thomas Kinkaid lithograph

ous restaurants; movie tickets; one year free of
basic cable television; and Red Wings, Pistons and
Wperﬁckm.jewdry;mwwk;mmdsofgolf;-ki
trip packages; gift certificates; a handmade
: and Beanie Babies including a $5 raffle for
a Princess Di Beanie Baby, which was donated by
Gabriala’s Shop in downtown Plymouth.
Call Gibson at 453-0555 if you're interested in
attending the fund-raiser.

“My husband and I are so touched by everything
that everyone has done,” Lou said. “A day doesn’t
go by that tears don’t come to our eyes. It's won-
derful to know that there’s that many people in our
lives who care about us.”

Apparently, the Johnsons earned that love.
“Garry and Louie volunteered to be in the (Steeler)
organization and put in ungodly hours,” Gibson
said. “They were always there. Whenever there

S

.
,

STAFY PHOTO BY BILL BRESLER *

A help: Friends hold items up for auction to help the Garry Johnson family. In the fore-

ground, Lou Gibson shows a bear and a handmade

the Princess Di Bear, and Bill Applegate, holds a Lions autographed foot- .

rri Kocobski-Young, a hockey puck signed

son and a photograph of and s/’g::d ‘l‘r'y Minnesota Viking Robert Smith, Karol Hardy has
m Wild Wings, and Phil Venables, a Carhartt jacket.

uilt, Bev Venables with Beanie

by Red Wing No. 31 Kevin Hod- '

was a need for people to come out and do some
work they were the first to put their hands up.
They're a very deserving family and without any
requests. They’re not the typé who have moaned.
and whined and groaned about how tough things
are. But they have always been supportive of other’
people and it would be nice if people would support’
them.”

Lou explained her family’s gratitude simply: “T.
was telling Garry, ‘You krow how the Eskimos.
have 500 words for snow? There should be that.
many words for thank you. There aren’t enough’
words to tell them enough how much we appreci-,
ate that they’re doing this for us. It's a very, very,:
special group of people. Once we are able to get:
ﬁal Security we will be able to squeak through:
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adonna offers summer program for high school grads

pproximately 20 1997-98

igh school graduates, who are
for financial aid at the

level, will have an oppor-

~ tunity to plete six college
M:‘mlluhnnn

Univer-

‘ sity in Livonia beginning in

LSS R

June.
‘g:ition and registration fees

i)()usmns Decisions.

R e e e

Mﬂ
vary depending on s

——

Take your pick when

plan you select. f you terminate service before the
penalty fee. If you terminate service within 120 days of activation, to avoid a §.
- vﬂw’lh'(iﬁumupnpddaih

for these courses will be funded
through institutional funds.

The high school graduates
must be student applicants
interested in attending Madon-
na University in the 1998 fall
term and demonstrate angeco-
nomic need. All participants
must be admitted to Madonna

 EM

Plus, $9.99 Access Until
provided by Weekends for 3 Months.t
-m_n without ) g Fiew activations w o certan rate plans.
—y— xug Free
== '"z:f;'. S e
: i@g‘:}_ﬂ | "ﬁj% =
Plus, FREE Gas four $5 mail-in
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’ RadioShack. g+
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membership with
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& activate a cellular phone.
We'll help you choose the phone & plan best for you.

!umyoumu#/meﬂbemﬂm:
mmmzmmtymrwmmahuwmd
charge RadioShack, you must return the phone

Customer must activate a ceflular and must remain in n\m
Mn!mcmmmsmmm mm%ﬁ-
macﬂmmm 155. Customers in all other states will receive memberships in Cross

University before acceptance to
the Summer Start Program.

“We are proud to offer econom-
ically disadvantaged students a
jump start on their education,”
said Sister Nancy Marie Jamroz,
Madonna University vice presi-
dent for student life. “This is
Madonna University’s second

f

Instant

Gratification?

FREE

*25

RadioShack
Gift Certificate

R v. .‘

R 1
§

A o o 2

BT rTrre
- o,

Over 6.8

PIANO STORE
GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

8 million worth of

pianos must be Ilqunlated'

NEVER BEFORE! NEVER AGAIN!
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity!
ALL major brands! New! Used! Rental

Returns! Floor Samples! Pianos used at

: University of Michigan, Interiochen, Wayne
State University. All subject to prior sale! Hurm

ble offers

IS GOING
OUT OF
BUSINESS
after
4%
years!

"ARNOLDT WILLIAMS MUSIC INC.

5701 N. GCanton Center Rd.

Iﬁ ANT“N

b
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year providing this program. It
is a great opportunity for these
students as they will participate
in learning seminars as well as
develop a learning community
with other first-year college stu-
dents.”

Classes will be held three days
a week from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Students will attend two classes,
English 101 and Computer Sci-
ence 208. The courses will incor-
porate writing and math/eom-
puter skills to assist future aca-
demic success.

Lunch will be included with
the program and one lunch peri-
od each week will be designated

Merger ;.. ...

“Lunch and Learn Session”
which will cover such topics as
time management, self -integrity
and study skills.

For information, students may
contact their high school coun-
seling office, or call Madonna's
Admission Office at (734) 432-
5541.

judge does not grant him stand-
ing because this statute does
not dilute the power or integrity
of his position.”
Kuhn rebuked

The appellate panel even
bawled out Kuhn and friends for
filing his case so late in the
game. “Plaintiffs waited for
almost one year after the statute
was passed to allege that it was
unconstitutional. They filed
their complaint three months
before the effective date of the
merger, after much of the work
necessary to effect the merger
had been accomplished.

“Even after the circuit court
(Judge Robert Colombo Jr.)
issued its opinion and order,
plaintiffs waited two weeks to
file an emergency motion for
leave to appeal, which was filed
only 12 days before the merger
took place.”

For more than 140 years,
Detroit was the only city in
Michigan to have its own crimi-

nal court. In the other 82 coun-
ties, criminal cases were decided
by countywlde circuit court
judges and juries.

Gov. John Engler, fighting the
growing number of courts and
costs, threatened in 1993 to veto
all new judgeships until the Leg-
islature worked out better ways
to deploy resources. Merging
Recorder’s and Wayne Circuit
courts was one of several legisla-
tive responses.

Kuhn and two other plaintiffs
hired attorney Lawrence
Bunting to challenge the law on
two grounds:

First, they objected that the
Legislature transferred judges of
the limited jurisdiction
Recorder’s Court to the general
jurisdiction Wayne Circuit
Court.

Second, they said the 29 new
circuit judges should be elected
by voters rather than trans-
ferred from the lower court.

The Court of Appeals, howev-

mylon, stretch, vinyl, silk -

professional or school room sewing. 25

discounted up to $1,800.

WIFE WANTED

Due to massive overstock situation, the ELNA Sewing Machine
mnnm-mwamwmmwwfvmmmuw
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EVEN SEWS ON LEATHER! No attachments needed for bution
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Warehouse is offering for

without old fashioned cams or
Brand new in factory sealed cartons.
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(734) 425-7699

Store Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-9 3
Sun. 128 g

er, looked into “Convention Com-
ment” from the 1961-62 conven-
tion and found the Legislature
may abolish statutory courts
(such as recorder’s) to transfer
their duties elsewhere.

Kuhn has filed a similar suit
in U.S. District Court for eastern
Reason for hope?

But at one point, the Court of
Appeals gave Kuhn reason to
hope the state Supreme Court
might find in his favor. It cited a
1974 opinion which upheld
grandfathering in Berkley
municipal judges as state dis-
trict judges.

“Were we to decide Schwartz
(the Berkley decision) today, we
would not be so willing to grant
the Legislature the same degree
of discretion” in filling new
judgeships. “Nonetheless, we are
bound by the precedential effect
of this Supreme Court opinion
and obligated to follow it hold-
ing” in deciding Kuhn's suit.

Source: CA case 206199, Kuhn
vs. Secretary of State.
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Safe boating

State lawmakers consider bill package
that toughens safety laws for young boaters

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Young boat and personal
watercraft operators will have to
pass tests, be closely supervised
and obey stricter safety laws
under a package of bills heading
to the House of Representatives.

Details aren't final. For exam-
ple, Rep. Bob Brown, D-Dear-
born Heights, wants to clean up
rules about operating boats in
narrow channels where divers
are at work.

The bills require 200-feet
clearance on either side of a div-
ing marker, said Brown, but
what if the channel is narrower
than 400 feet?

After a three-hour meeting
March 4, the House Conserva-
tion Committee moved the bills
to the House floor with the possi-
bility that many amendments
still could be made. Chairman
Tom Alley, D-West Branch,
explained why.

“We have an agreement with
the Senate (committee). They
won’t let our bills go through
unless there's action on theirs.”

The bills are on the calendar
and could be voted on this week.

The Michigan Boating Indus-
tries Association opposed the
bills, arguing that “the need to
create a license for operation has
never been statistically substan-
tiated or proven to increase safe-

But Rep. Jessie Dalman, R-
Holland, sponsor of two of the
bills, prevailed when she argued:
“Of the U.S. boating fatalities in
1992, 40 percent involved opera-
tors with no formal boating safe-
ty instruction.” Her bills would
require young motorboat opera-
tors to pass a course and carry a
certificate.

Patrick McCullough, former

state senator from Dearborn,
said on behalf of boat manufac-
turers that the Michigan bills
are “very close” to national
model bills the industry is pro-
moting.
McCullough also favored use
of videotape instruction for
youngsters in rural areas who
can’t get parental transportation
to formal boat safety classes.

Sharolyn Zagurny, an Oak-
land deputy representing Sheriff
John Nichols, voiced strong sup-
port for “educating more stu-
dents” on boat safety. Oakland
has 450 lakes.

Dalman’s House Bills 4247
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and 4248 cover motorboats. Here
are some main provisions as of
March 4:

W Effective this May 22, a per-
son 19 or younger would have to
pass a mandatory safety course.
(The bill's earlier version placed
the age at 30 and younger.)

B No fee may be charged for
the course or certificate. (McCul-
lough argued for a small fee.)

M A person under age 14 may
not operate a motorbhoat without
a boating safety certificate and
supervision of someone 16 or
older, and the motor is under 35
horsepower.

B Persons 14-17 may operate
a motorboat if they possess a
boating safety certificate issued
after taking a safety course. The
operator must carry the certifi-
cate and present it on demand to
a peace officer. Peace officers
may stop an operator for “proba-
ble cause” but not just to check
for safety certificates.

W Youngsters 7 and under
must wear type I or II life jack-
ets that will hold their heads
above water even if they are
unconscious,

A separate bill, HB 5426, gov-
erns pauonal vutarcnﬁ, or “jet
skis,” and is sponsored by Rep.
William Callahan, D-St. Clmr
Shores. Its main provisions:

B Persons 19 and under must
complete a boating safety course
and carry a certificate. Opera-
tors, passengers and persons
they tow must wear life jackets.

B Hours are confined to 9 a.m.
to one hour before sunset.

B PWC operators may not
cross within 150 behind another

. vessel, operate in waters less

than 2 feet deep, weave through
traffic, jump the wake of another
vessel, or play “chicken.”

B PWC operators must
observe a “slow — no wake” speed
limit within 100 feet of a dock or
raft.

B They may not operate with-
in 200 feet of a submerged diver
or underwater diving activities
that display the international
diving insignia.

Refer to House Bills 4247,
4248 and 5426 when writing to
your state representative, State
Capitol, PO Box 30014, Lansing
48909.
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Madonna Univornty in
Livonia is an open
house for prospective stu-
dents from 1-4 pm., Satur-
day, March 28, in the Take 5

learn about the more than
50 career-oriented programs. -
offered during the day,

and weekends. g

For information, call

Lounge on | Madonna University’s [
Mnmmllw Admissions Office at (734) |
the campus, meet with facul- 432-5339 or e-mail: muin- |

ty, staff and students, and fo@smtp.munet.edu.
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pon’t forget planning session -

i The Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools will hold aware-
ness sessions on the district’s

v bl
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facing the school district over the
next five years.

The first session will be at 10
a.m. Saturday, March 14 at

boudoﬁes,ms.ﬂnzoy&.
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CANTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON ;
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Reclaim ;...,....:

end cleanup project will be the
beginning of the end for bath-
room filth and graffiti in their
school.

More than 40 students spent
last Saturday cleaning and
painting two bathrooms near the
Salem auditorium.

“A lot of kids are disgusted by
the dirtiness of the restrooms in
the high schools,” said Jill Arm-
strong, 17, a Salem junior who
helped organize the cleanup
effort. “We've gotten some com-
pliments from students and
staff. Now, we hope the bath-
rooms can stay clean.”

Armstrong, a member of
Salem’s Executive Forum, which
plans all non-athletic activities,
is hoping the group will be able
to paint the remaining bath-
rooms in the high school if these
two remain untouched by graffiti
artists.

“We painted the girls’ bath-
room dark blue, and used gold
spray paint to make the sun,
moon and stars,” said Arm-
strong. “We also painted the
stalls black to keep graffiti to a

“The boys’ bathroom was
painted Salem blue, with the
stalls painted white.”

There’s no doubt in Arm-
strong’s mind which gender is
the hardest on school bathrooms.

“Girls trash the bathrooms
more than the guys,” admitted

. “Girls plug the toi-
lets, stick makeup down sink
drains, write on the mirrors with
lipstick, and write more graffiti.
Guys, for the most part, just

B ‘Now, we hope the
bathrooms can stay
clean.”
Jill Armstrong
—Student

walk out when they’re done.”

The Executive Forum spent
$300 for the project, which is an
effort to inspire school spirit.

“The students are trying to
make a difference,” said Salem
activity director Gerda Burnside.
“We hope the student population
will respect that.”

Burnside said the project was
the result of an inspirational stu-
dent leadership conference.

“Some of the students went to
the conference and were asked
what they could do to make
things better in their own
schools,” said Burnside. “The
students came away from the
conference motivated to do some-
thing, and they targeted the
bathrooms and teachers’ lounge.”

Their school spirit may have
already been spread.

“There were some students for
a quiz bowl visiting from another
school who saw us painting the
bathrooms, and they were really
impressed,” said Armstrong.
“They were going to take the
idea to their own schools.”

Armstrong has a message for
those who feel the need to trash
the bathrooms.

“We're hoping this will stop
students from writing graffiti all
over the school,” she said.
“Maybe they’ll learn to grow up.”

[PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
‘CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

Canton that the
Commission of the Charter of Canton will hold a Public Hearing
on Monday, April 6, 1998 in the First Floor Meeting Room of the
Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road at 7:00 p.m. on the
following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance:
LOCEARD/JABARA REZONING - CONSIDER TO
REZONE PARCEL NO. 017 99 0018 000 FROM RURAL

RESIDENTIAL, TO R-1, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. Property
located on the north side of Gyde Road between Beck and Ridge Roads.
Rescheduled from March 2, 1998,
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NOTICE OF HEARING
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT IMPROVEMENT
BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
CANTON TOWNSHIP BOARD
TO THE OWNERS OF ALL LOTS AND PARCELS OF PROPERTY
ABUTTING THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY: BETWEEN

KOPPERNICK AND WARREN ROADS AND BETWEEN. [-2756 AND THE
C & O RAILROAD INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING SIDWELL

003-99-0008-713

003-99-0008-714
046-99-0002-001 004-99-0008-001
045-99-0008-001

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Act 188 of the Public Acts of
1954, this Board has initiated proceedings relating to the construction of a
road, sanitary sewer, and water main to benefit the areas described in
herein, and to accomplish this improvement and secure funds therefore by
creating said premises into a special assessment district against which
there shall be levied special assessments; and

WHEREAS, this Board having tentatively declared its intention to make
lucl:mi.?momu and tentatively designated the above described
premi as a special assessment district against which the cost of said
improvement is to be assessed; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board has caused to be prepared plans
showing the public improvements, the location thereof, and an estimate of
the cost thereof which have been filed with the Township Clerk, Canton

Take further notice that the property owner’s included in the special
assessment district have the right to appeal the special assessment levy to
the Michigan Tax Tribunal. In order to protest the levy an appearance by
the property owner, by mail, or by an agent of the property owner must be
made at the public hearing where the roll is confirmed.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the board will meet on
Tuesday, the 24th day of March, 1998, at 7 o’clock p.m., Eastern Standard
Time, at the Township Hall, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton,
Michigan, to hear objections to the public improvements, and to the special
assessment district therefor.

ACT 188, PUBLIC ACTS OF MICHIGAN, 1954, AS AMENDED,
PROVIDES THAT SAID PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS SHALL NOT BE
MADE WITHOUT PETITION IF THE RECORD OWNERS OF LAND
CONSTITUTING MORE THAN TWENTY PERCENT (20%) OF THE
TOTAL LAND AREA IN THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT FILE
THEIR WRITTEN OBJECTIONS THERETO WITH THE TOWNSHIP
BOARD AT OR BEFORE THE PUBLIC HEARING ON Tuesday THE
24th DAY OF MARCH, 1998.

Brush by brush: Eleventh-grader Jill Armstrong
organized friends to clean and paint bathrooms at the
high school.

CANTON TOWNSHIP
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS
Chnrm’lb'nmofCMmll i . a
aids and services, as signers for hearing impaired and audio tapes of

mum being considered at the meeting, to individuals with
isabilities at the meeting/hearing upon two weeks notice to the Charter
Township of Canton. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or
gmeuf = should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or calling
e following:

Publish: March 12, 19 & 26, 1998 P

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

for Proposal documents are are available to be picked up at the

and Budget Dept, 3rd floor, 1150 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, M1

The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
s S in

VIC GUSTAFSON, i g
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CANTON' PLANNING COMMISSION CANTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public Acts of
1843 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the Zoning
Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the Planning
Commission of the Charter of Canton will hold a Public Hearing
on Monday, April 6, 1998 in the First Floor Room of the
MWIIM&M&WM-&7Np&m&,
MWWM&MOM:

mmmﬂ-commmmm
TO REZONE PARCEL NO. 098 99 0028 001 FROM 0-1, OFFICE, TO RP,

RESEARCH PARK. Property is located on the east side of Haggerty Road
between Palmer Road and Michigan Avenue.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
BOARD PROCEEDINGS

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of
Canton was held Tuesday, March 3, 1998 the Canton Public Works
Building, 4847 S. Sheldon Road, Canton, Mi. 48188. Supervisor Yack
called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, McLaughlin,
Shefferly, Yack

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Durack, Machnik, Santomauro, Dingledey, Fox, Mills,
Olson, Voyles, Weyer, Wrublewski

ITEM1 FLEET MAINTENANCE

After a brief tour of the Department of Public Works offices, the Board
moved to the fleet maintenance area. Aaron Machnik, Director of
Municipal Services gave an overview of the Public Works facility. The
facility was first occup’ed in 1980 to service seven vehicles. It has since
grew to service the vehicles of twelve township divisions, Public Safety,
Public Works and Grounds Maintenance being the largest groups in terms
olvahidsmmhnmnuﬁ. Mr. Machnik noted that with the move from

Karen Fox, Finance and Budget Accountant, explained the process for
requesting vehicle maintenance and the charge back billing to the
ting division.

Ed Olson, Fleet Maintenance Foreman, led the group on a tour of the fleet
tenance areas of the facility. He explained how they
.&dmmmmdwwmc,u
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the Rev. David A. Davis officiat-
ing. Burial was at Crestwood
Cemetery in Flint.

He was born Jan. 21, 1923 in
Flint. He died March 5 in Ann
Arbor.

Mr. Symons was a general
foreman with Fisher Body in
Livonia, retiring after 34 years of
service. He came to the Ply-
mouth-Canton community in
1964 from Flint. He was a for-
mer member of First Presbyteri-
an Church in Plymouth. He was
a member of the Plymouth Elks
Lodge No.1780 and the Ply-
mouth Rock Masonic Lodge No.
47 F& AM. He was also a mem-
ber of the Plymouth Mayflower-
Lt. Gamble Post No, 6695 of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He
served in World War lI. He was
treasurer and coach of Little
League baseball in Plymouth.
He played fastpitch softball for
local Plymouth teams.

He was preceded in death by
his brother, William.

i

daughter, Elizabeth Foote of Ply-
mouth; five grandchildren,
Joshua Foote, Jeremy Foote,
Sean Stowell, Emily Stowe]l, and
Danielle Stowell.

Memorials may be made to
Angela Hospice.
WILLIAM CURTIS HANN

Services for William Curtis
Hann, 63, of Northville Town-
ship will be at 4 p.m. Thursday,
March 12, at the Schrader-How-
ell Funeral Home with the Rev.
Steve Baker officiating. Visita-
tion will be 1-4 p.m. Thursday,
March 12.

He was born July 19, 1934, in
Northville. He died March 9 in
Ann Arbor.

He was the owner/operator of
the Mayflower Beauty Salon, the
Total Image Beauty Salon and
the Classy Lassy Beauty Salon.
He was a longtime Plymouth res-
ident, from birth to 1985, then
he moved to Northville.

He was a member of the First
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was born Aug. 17, 1912. She
died Feb. 26 in Ann Arbor.

Mrs. Bentley was a homemak-
er. She came to the Plymouth
community in 1930. She was a
member of the First Presbyteri-
an Church of Plymouth.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Carvell Bentley,
former principal of Plymouth
High School, in 1993.

Survivors include her son,
Michael M. Bentley of Alberta,
Canada.

No funeral services were held.
Local arrangements were made
by the Schrader-Howell Funeral
Home, Plymouth.

IRENE L. TAYLOR

Services for Irene I. Taylor, 82,
of Plymouth were March 7 at the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home
with the Rev. Tamara Seidel offi-

Mrs. Taylor was born July 4,
1915, in Plymouth. She died
March 4 in Ann Arbor. She was

at Riverside Cemetery, Ply-
mouth.

Mr. Schulz was born Jan. 26,
1930, in Saginaw. He died
March 4 in Plymouth.

He was self-employed most of
his life. He was born in Sagi-
naw, then moved to Detroit and
later to Livonia where he lived
until he moved to Plymouth in
1965. He was a member of St.
Kenneth Catholic Church in Ply-
mouth Township. He graduated
from St. Andrew’s High School in
Saginaw. He served in the U.S.
Army during the Korean conflict,
stationed in Panama.

He was married to his first
wife, Roselyn (Rose), Aug. 11,
1956, to December 1981. He then
married Mary Ellen.

He was preceded in death by
his brother, Howard, in 1980.

Survivors include his wife,
Mary Ellen of Plymouth; three
sons, William J. Jr. (Karen) of
Midland, Mich., Stephen L.

Mr. Bellmore was born Sept.
11, 1919, in Houghton, Mich. He
died Feb. 28 at University of
Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor.

He retired in 1987 from Ford
Motor Company after 50 years
of service. He was employed as a
manufacturer’s representative
1987 to 1998. He lived in Ply-
mouth for many years. He was
an Army veteran, serving during
World War I1.

Survivors include three daugh-
ters, Camille (Buzz) Elliott,
Susan (Michael) Mikail, Mary
Lou Ely; one son, Christopher
(Laura Jane); one brother, Ivan
Bellimore of Florida; one sister,
Olive Oldfield of Novi; nine
grandchildren, Jeffrey, Molly,
Max, Amanda, Carl, John,
Christopher, Christine, Zachary;
and many nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to
Karmanos Cancer Institute , Ply-
mouth region, 485 S. Main, Ply-
mouth, Mich. 48170 or as Mass
offerings to the church.
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CARLOS M. SYMONS band, Wendell E. of Plymouth; WILLIAM J. SCHULZ Livonla. Vistiation was st the T

Services for Carlos M. Symons, | three sons, Steven Stowell of 3 ; Vermeulen Trust 100 Funeral #6245 Guidot - 4 folding chairs, § chaire, |
75, of Canton were Monda | lowa, Michael (Kathleen) Stoweil | DORIS M. BENTLEY Services for William J. Schulz, | Home, Plymouth Township. Pri- | weed wecker indder, mise. bones, mise
o Q“;t t.heesrc'hmder-l?l’owell of Plymouth, Daniel (Sandra) Doris M. Bentley, 85, of Ann 68, of Plymouth were March 7 at | vate entombment was at Glen T v N e
Puneisl Homs in Plymouth with | Stowell of Dearborn Heights; one | Arbor, formerly of Plymouth, St. Kenneth Catholic Church, Eden Memorial Park, Livonia. Publish: March 12 and 19, 1998 ot
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ughlin loan amount of $5,000 or more. :
v Borrow up to 80% of your home’s
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equn:ybl8 /; ;2/90/0 e;quny lines
e Board CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON bl b by
i FERNA SUNG v’ No application fees.
' 'linee On Thursday, March 26, 1998, at 2:00 p.m. in the third floor conference
Safety, room, Township Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, the ¢ No annual fees.
i e e A, e S, Gts
con a public Arngs on an Tan
;.“:; (CDIrG) Progmp m. All interested citizens are invited tg attend and / Free telephor;‘e O':\d Internet access
comment on the fo i of Harrison Drain
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I :::';;: reprogramming will not cancel or delay any of the affected projects. It will
ments Bofereate 5 stw prjost. Vinal progras docinions ave mode by the Suard v Interest you pay may be tax deductible,
set-ups, of Trustees. Written comments or requests for information should be " d 4
sebdest directed to: Gerald Martin, Devéioplnem Spacic:l'i‘lt, R;:xhru De‘v;l:{; consuil your tax aavisor.
ment Division, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, ton, Michigan 48188,
ity (734) 397-5392. i sl e We also offer a variety of fixed rate
e 0 b ursh 16, w698 = second mortgages at very affordable rates.
With o term loan you can set your payment
ocess for
to the for up to 12 years.
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purchase Published every Sunday and Thursday by |m pap A, Lvoria, MI Ca" 7:‘ ‘s:-' 200 or visit our
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htln - ok o~ 328 00
y through ummmummum»nmm'nwmn:
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gives CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE 18 HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150
Canton Center 8, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids up to 10:00
am., March 26, 1998 for the following:

1968 LAWN AND CEMETERY MAINTENANCE

Bid specifications are available in the Finance and Budget Dept. Canton
ip reserves the right to reject any or all bids. The Township does

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,

age or disability in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk
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Which season is
it, anyway?

What gives? Hines
Drive near Plymouth
was closed Monday due
to flooding, which is a
common occurence dur-
ing heavy rains. Of
course by Monday
night, the Plymouth
area was hit with
strong winds and blan-
keted with a thin layer
of snow, still much less

’ Fgrrow ch01ce handled poorly

' hﬂnhPlymth—menCom s

' munity Schools board isn't a private
W W club. Now if only some trustees would
‘recognize that as well.

What else can be made of the almost cloak-
: and-dagger last week of Jack Far-
- row, who chose to “announce” his decision to
other board members and school administra-

| toraduringa legally closed meeting? (The

! meeting was held to discuss the expulsion of a than other spots in the
4 student.) | Midwest and western

t ~ Admittedly, Farrow was in a tight spot. He portion of the natior.

] was applying for a position within the district i But you can’t blame

: - executive director for research and technolo- ‘ residents if they’re con-

fused. One day it's
warm, the next day it’s
warmer, the next day
it’s cool, and the next
day winter has
returned to bless us all

gy ~ which meant he had to give up his board
seat by Friday’s application deadline. The
school board had no regular meetings sched-
uled until this week.

. But with a little ingenuity he could have
served two masters well, the district and the

public. : his applica- ]
Farrow could have submitted a letter of res- | tion saying he intended to resign ;‘,f;’;?,,f’;:;f;’;if,if.’;";
ignation at any time, and ask that the district his board seat at the next public March 20. We
: make his decision publi¢. Or he could have | megting, scheduled for Tuesday, hopegythenMother
letter with his application saying | miagch 10 Nature will figure what
. toresign his board seat at the ' ” she wants to do.
hhlit.meehng scheduled for Tuesday, & ; Suns Hisan i e, Sammie
~" So M. the bi‘ deal here? the insider’s ring or the private club. New #
First, think of the message Farrow’s action | blood is needed. New perspective is needed.
g MhMMAnhoolboard Among some of the community residents
mawﬁlbmthanamhnebum who should be considered for this post are e't a ml grant The bottom line is that alternative means
ness matter — one that can be handled behind | those who ran in recent elections, such as are currently available to offset the additional
closed doors, at that, Remember, Plymouth- Carol Bollman and Suzanne Dershem of Can- ccording to recent articles in the Plymouth | cost of increased police staffing rather than
Canton officials are already suspect in the ton, not to mention former candidate Paul Observer the future staffing of the Ply- increased mileage of Plymouth Township resi-
eyes of some with the ongoing legal battle over | Schrauben, also of Canton. Their hearts arein | mouth Township police department is open to | dents.
H’—l’. bond election. the right place. anyone’s “wish list.” The issue dated Jan. 11 Hopefully someone in the “seat of govern-
. Second, there’s a rather short timeline Tapping into PTOs is another good idea. mentioned 18 additional officers, by Jan. 25 ment” along Ann Arbor Road is working the
4 invelved here. The board faces a March 17 Who is more in tune with what's actually hap- | the number nine was being mentioned and by | federal grant issue.
deadline to appoint someone to replace Farrow | pening in the schools? Or how about those | Jan. 29 the numbers ran from 4 to 18. Roger L. Kehrier
_until the June election. The sooner the public | involved in the Class-Size Action Partnership, } As a resident and a taxpayer I sure would Plymouth
becomes aware there is an opening, the wider | such as Sheryl Khoury? There’s also former | like to see a demonstrated need identified for
the field of interested applicants is likely to Plymouth Mayor Bob Jones, a constant audi- | more police officers in lieu of a blanket “nice to
be. Anyone filling the seat capably for the next | ence member, who consistently asks the tough ‘ have” request.
two months would likely gain an advantage in | questions and often prompts the school board | The department previously indicated that a DOSlgnate a dﬂver
“the June 8 election. to think. weighmaster should be added to the depart- it :

Which brings us to the makeup of the There are plenty of community residents ment. After acquiring the necessary equip- t. Patrick’s Day gives everyone a chance to
school board. Three seats will be up for grabs who care about the schools and especially the ment and training personnel my understand- th? Blar:ney Sh?ne and celebrate our
this spring, including the final two years of | children who would make fine board members. | ing is that option is currently not deployed. country’s rich Irish heritage. As many of us

: Farrow’s term and the four-year seats current- Again, we urge the school board to look into One document that has been considered in here in Michigan raise a toast to St. Patrick
' ly held by President Mark Horvath and Susan | the community — rather than in their own peaching an optimum number of officersisa | 0" March 17, we should also take a moment to
' Davis. inside ring — for a new board member to serve Michigan State Police study of current police l;ox;:rdt:el;:&b;::;oﬂhm who volunteer

Wi the school to t ions.
e urge board to appoint some- for a couple of months intil the June election. staffing levels and 1990 census populations Why? Because designated drivers help in

: ?mwbhunothmgtogambyhemgonthe What the community needs on the board of Review of this information provides the follow- D : ;
. . board. Someone who has a lot,to offer, namely | education is a cross-section of residents, with ing township data: Brownstown Township, 35, doing what even the luck of the Irish cannot:
= | interest in students rather their own political | varying interests and strengths. | 18,811, 1.86; Bloomfield Township, 69, 42,473, | Stop drunken driving. In fact, designated dri-
© | career. And someone who is not a member of | 1.62; Redford Township, 75, 54,387, 1.38; vers have contributed to a 36 percent decline
, | in drunken driving deaths nationwide since

Waterford Township, 85, 66,692, 1.27; 1982
Northville Township, 21, 17,313, 1.21; k2 . S
) . ’ Sumpter Townthi, 132.110,891 1.19; North- Thia St. Patrick's Day, Central Distributors
s appreciate SEMCOG | sifammsin vt | gt o otis o
ship, 65, 57,040, 1.14; Van Buren Township, | 3t- Batrick’s Day gathering places in Michi-
23, 21, 010, 1.09; Plymouth Township, 25, 23 gan, will be working to continue that positive
*“% | trend by reminding customers to use a desig-

BE A Vb I

you look at a multi-colored map of south- 648, 1.06. J ¢ ’
: Michigan, you see seven counties and .I m"”-'m| - *‘g‘.‘“ ina The number in the right hand column is the | nated driver and Jrink epossibly, =~
5 ome 400 municipal governments, not to men- \ commute ratio of police officers per 1,000 residents. Patrick with ::;stw ;‘“:, 5 1 . :201- ; K
h m scores of school districts. | from OoF F Town- Taken in the aggregate, the average of the - = mch ath . de ’]a y sepeen s d g
 Politically, local officials view their govern- | ship to the person isn’t think- S iardiioned 10 towiiehi departishnts i | 9% fx sach other and volunteer to'bs desiy-
‘ nts as independent territories with little | ing “locally.” The motorist wants a | 131 This would seem to indicate that Ply- nated drivers.
: to each other. solution h the M mouth Township is short 6 officers and Can- Bill Ventola
: But in fact, those 400-plus municipalities ~ ton is short 10 officers for comparison purpos- Conprlt Dipmmisons ST . |
% from large urbanized cities to small 3% es. Romulus
: W and  town: long-range, mutual problems. Canton and Chesterfield Townships have
| Some of the problems facing the region in recently addressed their police personn el situ- | S —
:_‘ m;&mmm;mﬁn;;:mm :muﬁliﬁngfederdmnt monies avail-
i ith us today. But at least officials on all ugh the 1994 crime bill which Opinions are to be shared: We welcome your
! e et | pevsaioed t w8 100,000 additiousl potics o | (Gaas, 80 do your nelghbors, That's why we
¥ | study the problems, analyze information, dis- cers on the streets of America. =~ * offer this space on a weekly basis for opinions
E cuss alternatives and come up with an action § Ilmmoinﬂynmth'l‘ownah}pexploms in your own words. We will help by editing for
. ; A a fedenl grant rather than a tax increase on clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask that you
i | When a motorist struggles in a traffic jam its citizens? The grant would pay 75 percent | sign your letter and provide a contact telephone
: while trying to commute from Plymouth or of the officer’s first-year salary and lower per- | number.
; Plymouth Township to Trby, the person isn't centages in suceeding years. Additionally the Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The
 § thinking “locally.” mmma solu- state of Michigan also has police grants that | piymouth Observer, 794 South Main Street,
| and SEMCOG, begin the first year at 20.5 percent. Plymouth 48170.
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community newspapers, we think about community
way than our bigger competition. They consider ’
the stories and communities they cover, swooping in to write |
dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as
nm“ufthmm-m:nm P
i — Philip Power 3
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n regard to the tiresome topic of
Lower Town Grill's inconsideration
for their neighbors the judge
remarked “How is somebody to know
what is too loud and what is not too
loud?”” Gee, thanks a lot Solomon.

: Is that like one of those Zen rid-
dhc? With all due respect, straddling
the fence on this is just as uncomfort-
able as it sounds so excuse my pre-
umpuon while I take a stab at it. |
happen to adore peace and quiet along
vnt.h a penchant for some pretty out-
rageously loud music.

: A brief history of my sound experi-
efice would include being born into a
fadmily of five daughters to the sound
of waves along the ocean in a crowded
ne:ghborhood of triple-decker tene-

ments where the traffic and trauma of
c:ty life was inescapable. As if four
sisters were not enough, we are a
musical and melodramatic brood

" r'4 our Feb. 26 column,” said
; the caller, “said Ameritech
had three options (to settle
& customer lawsuit). Option B was to
lay off another 1,560 employees. Well,
it looks like they’re taking Option B.”
My column closed by saying: “The

~ only question is whether Ameritech

given freely to bursting into both song
and tears, comedy or tragedy at any
given moment in time.

Ironically, I would set out on a path
to inner peace that would involve 20
years of physically slamming and
being slammed into a mat. This
sound and sensation combined
would\ not be unlike the chronic
nightclubbing I also enjoyed for a siz-
able chunk of my youth as a dancing
fool.

The soundtrack of my existence is
made up of bombastic opera, joyous
chorus, numbing rock of all sorts, the
soulful blaring of bagpipes, the dron-
ing of television, sickeningly sweet
soaring musicals, somber symphonies,
the rasping of radios, mighty military
musie, and of course, those strange .
voices in my head.

Did I build up a steely tolerance for

chaotic cacophony? Perhaps my being

workers, already half of what I had
predicted.

Customer care workers handle
your changes of address, requests for
change of phone numbers and long-
distance provider requests. Lovrenich
and her friends are pondering demo-
tions and transfers to other states.

DOROTHY MATSU |

blind as a bat has something to do
with it but my husband can attest to
the fact that someone has got to go
when his spoon clanks repeatedly -
against the cereal bowk or when I find
the methodical munching of chips to
produce seizures. We all have quirks,
80 he understands having to pull over
and rearrange groceries because the

will get theirs automatically. Only
former Line Backer customers must
file a claim.

They must use the “proof of claim”
form, write out their name address,
zip code, Ameritech telephone number
with a signature and mail it, along
with a copy of a bill showing a Line

wind is rattling the hateful plastic
bag. I honestly do not believe I have
ever known one decent night sleep
until I moved to Old Village. In fact, |
often found such unfamiliar silence

the day more than made up for it.
Still in awe at having a real home for
the first time in my life it is still
dawning on me the many new respon-
sibilities that come with the rights too
many of us take for granted.

Coming from Salem, Mass., I've got
something fairly bristled with infor-
madtion and opinions about my new
community. I could not help but be
fascinated by the current enthusiasm
which included a cool club such as
Lower Town Grill. How clever and
terrific it would be to stroll over and
enjoy a bit of camaraderie and music
at such a swell place kitty-corner to

Ameritech workers victims of ‘business as usual’

our type. Ameritech designed the
legal notice, under court order, to dis-
courage readership.

In my February phone bill was an
advertisement for Voice Mail 98. It
was on a 7-by-9-1/2-inch sheet with
fewer than 200 words. Compare that
with a 4,000-word payout notice on a

Let’s try reason, resilience and reconciliation

our house! How disappoeinting to dis-
cover that they did not take care of
the proper sound and acoustic logis-
MW‘MWM It

ment of patrons, musicians and per-
haps even the staff. We have the :
room to rearrange and escape it some- i
what, but my heart truly aches for my
less fortunate neighbors. I'd love to

be a patron, but I can not in good con-

|
i
|

E
‘.
Ifi
g
-

_axed 309 workers. That's almost 800

the same time, Ameritech Wisconsin

file a claim to get their money. Actu-
ally, current Line Backer customers

News story hits close to home

m time to time, I devote this column to
Fet;amples of how hometown newspapers
make a big difference in the daily lives of
our readers in ways that other news media
m‘t. Here’s another example:

Last December, the 30 or so senior citizens
irho for some 20 years have been playing
pinochle every Monday morning in Fire Station
No. 4 in West Bloomfield faced eviction. The
wwnshlp Parks and Recreation Department
told the group it would have to move its weekly
game to the Recreation Activities Center.

. Enter the West Bloomfield Eccentric, part of
the HomeTown Communications Network.
Staff writer Greg Kowalski heard about the
problem and started asking questions.

. How come the senior pinochle group had to
lnove" Since 1990, the township has had a poli-
ty of not renting space to groups not directly
associated with township operations. (Rent, in

is case, was $7.50 a week.)

! Did the seniors want to move? Certainly not.
The Recreation Activities Center, near Town
Hall, is a long way, according to Joan Feldman,
spokeswoman for the group. “Many of us are
unable to drive that far, And none are adjacent
to where they can be picked up by buses.”

. So the matter went to the West Bloomfield

‘ Township Board. Kowalski covered the meet-

?'gl:ent.ing space to the pinochle-playing seniors
¢ould force the township into renting space to
all kinds of terrible groups, some trustees said.
i} “I'm not willing to open up that policy. It
¢ould snowball,” said one township trustee. “If
We set a precedent to allow a private group to
lue township facilities, we have a number of
ps who want to use Town Hall. It would be
t to deny them,” said another. To such
, proper public policy is to be determined
precedent, not by common-sense fairness.

+ Like elected officials the world over, others

flisagreed. “Why couldn’t an exemption be
&llowed?” asked another trustee.

| “This group has been in existence since prior

to the policy. I think it's an isolated group, and
l don’t see it coming back to bite us. They're

-l'nnmlhn‘tapayrent

¢ And like program managers the world over,
ip parks and rec officials asserted consol-
the pinochle game into the Recreation
ities Center was good for the seniors. “It’s
been our goal to have senior citizen pro-
under one roof. For the good of the
program, they are much better off cen-

located,” explained one official.

. Late in December, the township board decid-
- 0t] thut the Monday morning pinochle game
il wtay in Fire Station No. 4, at least until
i i

.

PHILIP POWER

the next March. But a continuing power strug-
gle on the township board has paralyzed most
local business, including where the pinochle
game was to take place.

So in February, the pinochle players went on
the offensive. As Kowalski's story put it, “The
30 or so club members have been going door-to-
door and standing at shopping centers collecting
signatures of support. They have 300 so far and
expect to have 600 by the March meeting of the
West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion.”

And what happened? Ta, da!

The commission decided the Monday morn-
ing pinochle club could sgay put in Fire Station
No. 4 for the duration. Parks and rec will pay
the $7.50 a week rent for use of the space. But
the authorities will not have a program coordi-
nator on site, and the seniors will be responsible
for providing their own refreshments and for
setup and cleanup.

As in the world over, the combination of a
bunch of citizens grumpy at pettifogging gov-
ernmental rules, hundreds of petitions and
extensive coverage in the local newspaper got
results.

Is this a big deal, the kind that will change
for ever the course of Michigan history? Of
course not.

But the course of history ultimately is deter-
mined by the outcomes of millions and millions
of little deals just like this one. Certainly, for
the seniors who have been playing pinochle on
Monday mornings in Fire Hall No. 4, staying
put was a big deal.

And it’s exactly the job of home town newspa-
pers like this one to contribute to countless
deals - whether you think them big or little -
because they are relevant and therefore impor-
tant to the daily lives of our readers. It’s a won-
derful job!

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oeonline.com

newspaper’s type, and half as wide -
therefore, about 25 percent of the size

l"m‘(i \l];'li'icd

Employees

[t’s Time
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at Home

fixing its 911 emergency system mess
in Southfield, has gone to the state

i
will cover the $78 million by a) cut- One doubts Ameritech’s business | Backer charge, to: Ameritech/State | similar sheet. :
t.mg its dividend, b) axing another judgment because the staff had just Bell Companies IWMS Settlement; My State Capitol press room mail- :
1 560 workers or c) cutting the execu- | received new computers, training in PO Box 9454; Garden City, N.Y. box is so full of attacks on Ameritech | Court of Appeals to overturn a Public |

‘ tjvepayrollandbonuses I vote for c.” | same, new chairs and a new batch of | 11530-9454. that I junk most, but I saved two Service Commission order requiringa |
Ameritech chose b. hires — a strange series of steps for a Thanks to the callers who pointed | recent ones: fix. Kelley summed it up: “Ameritech |
' The caller was Anne Lovrenich, a company about to trash 395 people. it out. Most thanked me for bringing M The Michigan Competitive has chosen to focus its time and !
Howell resident and 18-year My Feb. 26 column was about the the settlement to their attention. Telecommunications Providers Asso- | resources on court battles instead of |
Ameritech Michigan employee. She class action lawsuit in Madison “You're the only one noticed it,” said a | ciation has a long list of complaints helping to protect the public.” !
used to work in Livonia until that County, Il1., circuit court that gentleman from Birmingham and a against Ameritech’s blocking of com- There is more about how ¢
operation was closed, and she was Ameritech was proposing to settle for | lady from Brighton. petition. I cite just one: “Ameritech’s | Ameritech prefers to hire lawyers to |
trapsferred to Lansing. $76.1 million to Line Backer cus- I missed that fine point because it | charging of $100 per hour ‘escort fees’ | bleed plaintiffs to death in the appel- |
+ Her message: Last week, tomers and $1.9 million for their was the last paragraph in a notice of | when competitors must enter leased late courts, but it must wait for {
Ameritech told 395 workers.in the attorneys’ fees. more than 4,000 words printed on space in an Ameritech central office.” | another day.
Lansing customer care center their In it, I made one small mistake. I | both sides of a 6 1/2-by-12-inch sheet. 8 Attorney General Frank Kelley Tim Richard’s voice mail number is
office would be closed by June 1. At said all Line Backer customers must | The type was half as high as this complains that Ameritech, instead of | (734) 953-2045, Ext. 1881. §
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Call ahead for Metro parking lot information

B Detroit Metro's parking hot line is staffed 24

B et Ao

*. - Air travelers are advised to
‘call Detroit Metro Airport to
check on parking conditions
before driving to the airport.
_ Airport officials cited increases
in pleasure travel during school
winter breaks — coupled with
the normal business travel —
creating crowded parking condi-
tions at the airport.
“Airport staff has researched
the mid-winter break schedules
df the public schools and the

Ex-gov

to address
new group
for young
Democrats

James Blanchard, former
Michigan governor and former.
U.S. ambassador to Canada,.
will gpeak at the inaugural
8 r's forum on Saturday of
the Young Democrats of the
13th/Congressional District.

Blanchard will speak on “The
Role Young People Can Play
and Contributions Young Peo-
ple Can Make to Public Service
and Public Policy.” Young peo-
_. .ple between the ages of 18 and

35 are invited to attend. '

The forum is scheduled from

10-11:30 a.m. at Washtenaw

Community College in the Col-

lege Theater - Liberal Arts

Building, 4800 East Huron

River Drive, Ann Arbor, MI

48106. Coffee and doughnuts

will be served at 9:30 a.m.

Blanc?ard currently is prac-
-.ticing law in Michigan and

Washington, D.C. , and is a
““'partner in the Washington firm

of Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard,

_McPherson and Hand. Blan-
“ chard recently formed a politi-

—==I¢al action committee called

Next Century Michigan in an
attempt to stimulate future
leadership in the state of Michi-
gan.

The 13th District Young

Democrats have instituted a

speaker’s forum to contribute to

. public discourse within our com-

" munity to encourage young peo-
" -ple to engage in public service.

spring break schedules of the
colleges and universities,” said
David Katz, airport director. “We
expect demand will remain

heavy from now. throughout the
Easter holiday period (April 12).”
Barbara Hogan, airport

spokeswoman, said air travel
has increased over the past two
years.

“We're seeing a lot more fami-
lies flying,” Hogan said. “Fares
are affordable and their time
together is at a premium.”

While parking is available

hours a day

most of the time, Wednesdays
and particularly Thursdays, are
peak periods and parking can
reach capacity. Local passengers
are advised to call the airport’s
parking hot line at (800) 642-
1978 before leaving for the air-

Pérking conditions change,

|

“We have the park-

said.
: management firm monitor-

gE
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£
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the surface lots in the deck.
monitor changes constant-
five vehicles leave a full lot,
will let five in. If the lot is

=

full, customers will be directed to
the next lot.

*“We don’'t want them to be sit-

ting in a line in their cars wait-
ing for a place in a parking lot.”

Airport management has
opened two overflow lots. A red
lot is located east of the east ser-
vice drive in a corner of the air-
port near the rental cars. A blue
lot is located almost directly
across the street from the red
lot, on the west side.of the ser-
vice drive.

Detroit Metro’s parking hot
line is staffed 24 hours a day.
Callers can ask for up-to-minute
parking information and learn

which lots are open and avail-
able. Those staffers do not have
flight information, which is
available by the airlines.
Calling ahead will give cus-
tomers time to arrange other

ing that, during this busy time,
d passengers arrive at
the, at least two hours in
advance of their scheduled
departure. Intérnational depart-
ing passengers should allow
&' hours. .
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You Can Imagine.
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Similarities

between teens,
2-year-olds

8 a new mom, I can remember

gently holding my newborn

baby, feeling great joy and hope
for the future. But I encountered
friends, family members and
strangers who warned me to enjoy my
baby now because when she turned 2

" she wouldn't be so easy. I refused to

heed their warnings, believing that
my child would be different.

Then she began to grow and have a
mind of her own. As she approached
2, 1 realized that even the best of
intentions could not prevent us from
experiencing the challenges that come
from a child growing. And as she
approached the teen years, we again
encountered strains on our relation-
ship as she worked toward adulthood.

These very dilemmas of indepen-
dence versus dependence between a
parent and child result in the complex
experience of the terrific twos and
teens. |

“I can do it myself ... but I might
need you to lepd a hand.”

Around thejage of 2, your child
begins to learn that he is capable of
acting independently of you. This
knowledge is a cause for celebration
and a source of fear. He may rejoice
while darting away from you in the
mall to hide under clothes racks until
he is overcome with fear that you may
not find him.

In many ways, a teen experiences
the same phenomena. She feels indé-
pendent as she prepares for her first
day of summer camp, but then wants
you to stay with her until she has
checked in, found her bed and met
her camp counselor.

The terrific twos and teens are chal-
lenging, but they are also times of
tremendous growth and cause for cel-
ebration. With every new achieve-
ment, your children gain confidence
and a stronger sense of their own
abilities. However, the accompanying
defiance of these periods in your
child’s life cam cause struggles, and so
I recommend the following guidelines
for survival,

“Just say no” to saying “no.” As
you attempt to set limits for rebel-
lious 2-year-olds and teens, you may
feel like the “bad guy.” Avoid this
guilt by giving children choices rather
than saying “no.”

Say that your 13-year-old son and
his dad built a skating rink in the
back yard, and the neighborhood boys
play hockey every day after school.
One day, you won't be home. You've
always held a “no friends without par-
ents” rule.

Suggest to your son that he can
have only ne trusted friend over for
hockey or that he makes arrange-
ments with a nearby adult neighbor
to provide supervision. Perhaps your
son will have some acceptable options
as well.

Toddlers also want choices. Your
little one cam decide if she wants to
wear the red shirt or the blue shirt, or
wants a story or a song before nap-

ping. .
By giving your children choices you
Wm.::.ﬂnd yourself always having to
say to their requests.
Choose

which issues are worth fighting for,
and let go of some of the other con-
cerns. Whether or not your 2-year-old
dismantles his peanut butter and
jelly sandwich before eating may not
be as important as whether or not he

i'mplupmddowninmenlippory
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their ay not be worth
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12 plus 1 ways
to overcome your
superstitions

BY CHRISTINA FUOCO
STAFF WRITER

Triskaidekaphobes should take tip
from psychic medium Wendy Fraser-
Bailey.

She doesn’t fear the number 13 or
Friday the 13th. Fraser-Bailey said she
believes 13 gets a bad rap.

“Thirteen is the luckiest day of the
year. People spend too much energy
fretting over the number 13. It’s
always been a lucky number for me,”
said Fraser-Bailey, who works at Mys-
tiques West in Westland Center,

The good news for Fraser-Bailey is
that there are three Friday the 13ths
this year. One — in February — has
already passed, but there’s still ones in
March and November to go.

The Friday the 13th hat trick reflects
the changes that Fraser-Bailey sees in
1998.

“There’s a lot of changes going on

_this year with the planets like with El

Nino. It’s a nine year in numerology.
The Friday the 13ths being here has a

g, S AR R RN N E NN
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TAMMIE GRAVES/STAFF ARTIST
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Road in Redford. Tickets are $10, or $9
for students and seniors. Call (313)
531-0554 for more information.

SEVEN

B Experience the Mexican culture.
Mexicans consider Tuesday the 13th
unlucky, so to avoid the curse eat at a
Mexican restaurant or visit the Mexi-
can Village area of Detroit. Remember,
no meat, if you're Catholic.

EIGHT el -

B Hear some good music. Matt
Watroba, an English teacher at Ply-
mouth Canton High School and the
host of WDET’s “Folks Like Us,” cele-
brates the release of his CD “Live at
the Ark” with a performance from 7%
9:30 p.m. Friday, March 13, at Bordérs
Books and Music, 34300 Woodward
Ave., Birmingham. Call (248) 203-0005
for more information.

Other options include Marcy Play-
ground at the 7th House in Pontiac,
(248) 335-8100; Third Eye Blind and
Smashmouth at the State Theatre,
(313) 961-5451; Puff Daddy and his
family at Joe Louis Arena, (248) 645-
6666; or the big Elvis show at The
Palace of Auburn Hills, (248) 377-0100.

NINE
B Support the fallen Wings. Sergei

lot to do with resembling those
changes.”

In the spirit of Fraser-Bailey's
thoughts, here are 13 things to do on
Friday the 13th to keep your spirits up.

ONE

B Adopt a black cat. As of Tuesday,
March 10, the Michigan Humane Soci-
ety’s Westland Shelter at 3725656 Mar-
quette had two black and white cats
available — the closest you’ll get to
black. According to James Byrne, the
branch’s assistant manager, black cats
make great pets: “A lot of black cats
are a lot sweeter; that’s just my own
personal opinion.” For more informa-
tion, call (734) 721-7300.

TWO :
B Rent or see horror films. A good

choice is “Scream” or its sequel

The fear of 13 has long been a
superstition, but its roots are vague.

According to Compton’s Encyclo-
pedia, it is based in religion. At the
Last Supper of Jesus and his disci-
ples, there were 13 persons, one of
whom was Judas, the traitor.

The avoidance of black cats also
religion-based. During the Middle
Ages, it was believed that witches

Wendy Fraser-Bailey, a psychic
medium at Mystiques West in West-
land, related a similar story. In the
Middle Ages, there was a goddess
named Fria who was a practicing

Where it all started is unclear

witch. Every Friday, she and 11 fel-
low witches would form a circle.

At one of the cult meetings, a
witch gave her a cat. Because cats
are “very unpeople like” they consid-
ered this cat a witch as well. There-
fore, the circle expanded from 12 to

13 witches.

“Friday is considered an unlucky
day anyway so by having to put the

research is that plays have been

postponed, critical things happen,
accidents, death. Putting the two
together intensifies

Mnatsakanov and Vladimir Konstanti-
nov were sevefely injured in a limou-
sine accident on Friday, June 13, 1997.
Fans can make donations to the Family
Trust Fund for their families, which
will help ensure the financial security
for the purpose of education for their
children and for the expenses incurred
in their further recovery/rehabilitation.
For more information, call the Detroit
Red Wings at Joe Louis Arena, (313)
396-7444.

TEN

could turn themselves into black number 13 makes it doubly unlucky. B Get something pierced. Many cul-
cats. What they have found through past tures believe that spirits enter through

the mouth or the nose. So head over to
a tattoo/piercing parlor and get your lip
or nose pierced to ward off evil spirits.«

ELEVEN
B Take care of those fangs. Visit the

“Scream 2,” both of which purposely

dentist to make sure your teeth are

inject humor into the plots.
THREE

B Scare your friends. Visit a local
costume shop, rent a “Jason” mask and
sneak up on a buddy. At least you'll get
a good laugh.

FOUR

B Carry a good luck charm. Search
through the numerous knick-knack
stores around the area to find a good
luck charm and carry it around on Fri-
day. Remember — rabbit’s feet are un-

politically correct.

FIVE

W Donate blood. Instead of letting the
bad guys get your blood, donate some
to help out those who really need it.
Call or visit the American Red Cross’s
local service center at 29691 Six Mile
Road in Livonia or call (734) 422-2787.

SIX

8 Support the local arts. The Trinity
House Theatre is hosting “Around the
House,” a variety show featuring come-

dians, dancers, musicians, actors, sto-
rytellers and multi-media performers
in a cabaret-style environment. Show-
time is 8 p.m. Friday, March 13, (and
Saturday, March 14), at the theater,
38840 W. Six Mile Road (at 1-275),
Livonia. For more information, call
(734) 464-6302.

The Theatre Guild of Livonia and
Redford is having a Festival of One-Act
Plays at 8 p.m. Friday, March 13 (and
8 p.m. Saturday, March 14, and 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 15, at the theater,
15138 Beech Daly, south of Five Mile

healthy just in case you encounter a
vampire. Don’t forget garlic, crucifixes
and stakes.

TWELVE

W Look at the cards. If you're still
fretting about Friday the 13th, visit or
call a psychic today and find out what
kind of a day you'll have tomorrow.

THIRTEEN

N Go to church. If psychics don’t do
the trick, visit a local church andsp=ay

for your sanity. cede
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Jack Russell pup among ‘stars’

BY CHRISTINA Fuoco
STAFF WRITER

Parents of children who watch the PBS television
show “Wishbone” can buy their kids the ultimate pre-
sent - a Jack Russell terrier puppy just like Wish-
bone - at the Plymouth Christian Academy “Celebra-
tion of Exeellence Auction.”

The eighth annual auction will be 6 p.m. Friday,
March 20, at Burton Manor, 27777 Schoolcraft, west
of Inkster Road, Livonia, The Jack Russell, born
Monday, Jan. 26, will be donated by the school’s
librarian, Jan Walter, and her husband, Plymouth
veterinarian Kermit Walter. Jan Walter said the

make good family pets.
care for, but they're

small; they're easy

said Walter. “They can take a lot of rough
kids. ig enough and tough
real easy. It's not like having a great
They have a lot of energy and they

i

§8

SEF

like to run.

“If someone’s looking for a lap dog, Jack Russells
won’t do that. They do that in the evening. They curl
up next to me and we have a good time.”

Tickets for the black-tie event, dubbed “Puttin’ on
the Ritz,” are $50 and include a dinner of soup, salad,
a duet of beef tenderloin and chicken piccata, oven-
roasted potatoes, buttered baby carrots, warm rolls,
chocolate eclairs and coffee or soft drinks. Tickets are
available by calling Sandra Oswalt, auction secre-
tary, at (734) 469-3505, Ext. 48.

Trips to Mexico and Chicago, fine furniture, elec-
tronics, autographed memorabilia, artwork, the use
of a Jaguar for a week, a signed and framed Charles
Woodson jersey, the 10 brand new Beanies in a col-
lector box, and Princess, the Princess Diana Beanie
Baby, will also be up for bid. Oswalt is setting up
several different packages this year, including a
“Queen for a Day” package where women will be
pampered with a house-cleaning service, a facial and

\
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So cute: Jetn
and Kermsts
Walter
donated one
of their Jack
Russell terri-
er puppiess
for the acad-
emy's aue-
tion.. Bids
will start at
$300 while
the remain-
ing pups,
born Jan.

26, will be
sold for $375
for males
and $425 for

females.

STAFY PHOTO BY JiM JAGDFELD

at auction

a new hairstyle. 2%,

“We have some other things in the works ... Things
are still coming in. It's going to be an elegant, <lery
well-done event,” Oswalt said. . =

New this year is the location of the auction. :

“In the past, we had the auction at Laurel Manpr;
this year it's at Burton Manor,” she said. “Since’it's
newly remodeled we thought it would blend well with
our theme of ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz.’ It's very exciting to
have it at a new place.”

The auction helps fund capital improvement pre-
jects at the 22-year-old private, nonprofit school
located behind Calvary Baptist Church in Canton.
This year’s enrollment will exceed 800 students in
preschool through 12th grade.

During the last seven years, “Celebration of Excel-
lence” has raised more than $750,000, allowing the
school to add a new gymnasium, lunch room and a

-
-
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anchor when they are most out
of control. Clearly set limits
about what behaviors you will
accept and what consequences
:dill occur when limits are violat-

Many teens begin to feel that
they know more than their par-
ents. It may be important to
remind your teen that you don’t
like being corrected in front of
others for every little mistake
you make. The two of you may
agree that you will extend this
respect toward each other and
only correct one another in pri-
vate for the most serious of
errors.

For toddlers, you may want to
set safety limits about how close
he can go toward the street when
he plays outside. If he crosses
that line, immediately put him
in the house. These rules provide
children with a sense of security
that comes from understanding
and respecting boundaries.

Give them rope, but don’t
let go of the other end! Allow
your child to try new experiences
that are age-appropriate. When

| | Parenting o s s:

they have gone past their abili-
ties, help them to learn from
their mistakes and encourage
them to try again when they feel

Asking a girl out and being
turned down may feel awful, but
it doesn’t mean your teenage son
should never try again. Your 2-
year-old may want to pour her
own drink, but misses the cup.
Minimize the problem while
encouraging her to try again
when she is a little bigger.

Be the safety net for your kids
- a place where they can talk
about their experiences without
feeling judged or ridiculed.

Prevention is best. Someone
told me once that you can predict
what teenagers will be like by
remembering them as 2-year-
olds (just factor in years of expe-
rience and improvement of their
physical and verbal skills). In
other words, temper tantrums at
2 can become a few slammed
doors as teens! This may also
mean that a complacent child
gives a parent little trouble as a
teen.

The key is to think about your

child’s characteristics and help
him or her to positively build on
those traits throughout child-
hood.

Work to build a good relation-
ship before the teen years hit,
which surprisingly strikes some
children as young as 10 or 11
years old. A good foundation of
trust, nurturing and support will
go a long way in surviving this
challenging time in your child's
ub. . o

Janet Trost is a local parent-
ing educator and the manager of
After Baby Comes (ABC), a pro-
gram that provides support to
first-time parents who deliver at
Oakwood Hospital Annapolis
Center-Wayne. ABC is a project
of Youth Living Centers, a pri-
vate nonprofit organization serv-
ing children and families from
throughout southeastern Michi-
gan. 3

Jacque Martin-Downs and
Jack Gladdenare on hiatus, so
the Observer Newspapers and
Youth Living Centers can present
a four-part educational series as
part of Parenting Awareness
Month,

‘The money continues the club’s support oféHHCS and its “Walk Home,” an

annual u alkathon “h‘.‘ will be h‘gi on Oct. 3 at ‘he. N¢1 nkin Mills a) 'a,of computer network system, and
Hines Park. For more information about sponsorships for “Walk Home,” call to renovate the library. The
m 522-4244. ‘ - academy needs to add classroom

space for the secondary school
and a large area to support
multi-purpose student activities.

Findout
- what you're missing.
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This year’s goal is to raise
$170,000.

“The school is growing and we
need to keep one step ahead,”
Oswalt said.

To preview the auction-dinner,
the school is holding the “Mini-
Live Auction,” formerly called
the “Thursday Walk-Through,” a
free family event at the PCA
activity center at 6 p.m. Friday,
March 13.

The “Walk-Through” will fea-
ture items made and donated by
each class. The children’s choirs
will provide the entertainment.

“It's shaping up to be a great
event,” Oswalt said. “All the kids
get to participate in it. It gives
the feel of a live auction. It's a
good introduction to auctions.

“There’s something for every-

CRAFTS CALENDAR

one. Last year, a dad made an
Aspen chest and the class filled
it with Beanie Babies.”

Children and parents will also
have the opportunity to be a
principal for a day, have free
lunches in the school cafeteria
for a year, sit in the front row for
the school’s concerts, or to park
in a fronj-row parking space.

In 1996, more than 800 people
attended the preview night.

Since its inception, “Celebra-
tion of Excellence” has become
an increasingly popular event,
Oswalt said. Last year, tickets
sold out prior to the event.

“We have had a lot of fun with
it in the past. It's fun. The pur-
pose is fund-raising, but it's done
in such a fun way that people
really enjoy it.”

Listings for the Crafts Calendar
should be submitted in writing
no later than noon Friday for the
next Thursday's issue. They can
be mailed to Sue Mason at
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150, or by fax at (734) 591-
7279. For more information, call
(734) 953-2131.

ST. SABINA

St. Sabina School’s Parents
Activities Club will have a
spring craft show 9 am. to 4
p.m. March 14 at the school, Ann
Arbor Trail, east of Inkster
Road. For more information, call
Jane Palmer at (313) 953-5914.

LIVONIA CHURCHILL

The Livonia Churchill High
School PTSA will have its juried
spring arts and crafts show 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. March 21 at the
school, 8900 Newburg Road,
Livonia. Admission will be $1;
strollers and wheelchairs wel-
comed. For more information,
call Diane at (734) 422-4507 or
Garrett at (734) 464-7425.

ST. DAMIAN'S

St. Damian’s Church will have a
collector’s sale 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 21, at the
church, 29891 Joy Road, West-
land. Admission will be $1, chil-
dren under age 12 free. Table
space, costing $25, is available.
Proceeds will benefit Christian
Service. For more information,
call (734) 421-6130,

REAL
ESTATE
UPDATE

LIVONIA FRANKLIN

The Livonia Franklin High
School Patriots Club will have a
craft show 10am. to4p.m. '
March 21 at the school, 31000
Joy Road, Livonia. More than
175 crafters will be featured.
Admission will be $1 for those
older than 5 years of age. No
strollers will be permitted, how-
ever, people in wheelchairs will
be admitted at 9:30 a.m.
LIVONIA STEVENSON

Crafters are needed for the Livo-
nia Stevenson High School
Booster Club’s Spring Spectacu-
lar craft show 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
March 28 at the school, 33500
W. Six Mile Road, Livonia.
Spaces ~ 10 feet by 10 feet or 5
feet by 16 feet — cost $50. Limit-
ed electricity is available at no
additional cost, and chairs (no
tables) are available upon
request. For an application or
more information, call (734) 464-
1041 or (248) 478-2395.

CLARENCEVILLE
The Athletic Booster Club of
Clarenceville High School will
have “A Touch of Spring” craft
boutique 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. March
28 at the school, 20155 Middle-
belt Road, Livonia<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>