Sunday
March 7, 1999

VOLUME 113 NUMBER 54

AH ip

MONDAY

Aging meeting: The Ply-
mouth Community Gun-
cil on Aging will hold its
monthly meeting 1:30
p.m. at Plymouth Inde-

pendence Village, 14707
Northuille Road.

TUESDAY
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Woman, 84, found slain in Detroit

An 84-year-old Pllymouth Township woman

was last seen at ljer regular eating stop at
c b Three Brothers 1| a.m. Tuesday. Detroit police

found her later t]
an alley near Joy

C)2,

BY DUNCAN E. WHITE
81 KY, WR/In
dwhit-oe.homecomm.net

An 84-year-old Plymouth Township
woman was found dead in an alley in
Detroit late Wednesday night and
police are still looking for suspects. The
killing follows a rash of crimes against
the elderly.

It Nlgnt Deaten ana Killled m

nd Telegraph.

The woman, Helen Klocek, lived in
the Carriage House Apartment com-
plex near the intersection of Haggerty
and Joy roads. She was last seen
around 11 a.m. on Tuesday at the
Three Brothers Restaurant on Joy, east
of Lilley.

According to police reports, Klocek
was found in an alley by a Detroit

Thanks a million

Police Department patrol officer later
that night with her purse and vehicle
missing.

Detroit police located Klocek's 1992
white Ford Escort late last week and
had the vehicle under surveillance in
hopes of apprehending a suspect.

<We haven't really established where
she was abducted from but | have a
feeling that it was out in Plymouth.»
said Sgt. ke Smith of the Detroit
Police Department's Homicide Divi-
sion. I'here seems to have been a few
incidents out in that area lately."

Smith said that Klocek suffered from

dementia and got lost quite often.

"In talking with her daughter (a Can-
ton resident) she would have no reason
for being in Detroit,- he said. They
would check on her every 12 hours or
so. And, because of that fact, she (Klo-
cek) would stay relatively close to
home. There's really no reason that she
would have been in Detroit.”

Smith could offer no explanation for
why Klocek's body was found where it
was. The daughter was unavailable for

comment.

1,rhy they dumped her on Joy Road,

Please see MURDER, A4

Mall plan

=2chaool meeting: The my- hinges on

ty Schools Board of Edu-

cation meets at 7 p.m. at
E.J. McClendon Educa-

tional Center, 454 S. Har-

uey.

Township meeting: The
Plymouth Township
Board of Trustees meets
at 7:30 p.m. at the admin-
istratiue offices, 32450
Ann Arbor Road.

WEDNESDAY

Business mixer: The Ply-
mouth Community
Chamber of Commerce is
holding a membership
mixer and business card
exchange at Henry Ford
Health Center, Beck and
M- 14, from 5-7 p.m.
Reservations reg uested.
Call 453-1540.

THURSDAY

Irish classics: It's Irish
Writers Night at the Box

Bar 7:30 p.m. Guest poets
read classic works and

share their ovwn Irish

writings.

Tum back time: Celebrate

the Century with the Pty-
mouth Historical Muse-
um at 7:30 p.m. It's the
1930s, featuring Jazz
Night and a"Bread Line"
by the Breadsmith Bak-

ery.
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Mission control: A dream trip for Isbister Elementao became reality this morning when 96
fifth-graders touched down at US. Space Camp in Titusuille, Fla. All district students will

be given the same opportunity thanks to anonymous benefactors.

ISbister has landed !

First crew of students splashes down at U.S. Space Camp

BY TONY BRUSCATO
=A. WRrTER
tbruicato@oe.homecomm.net

After three-and-a-half weeks of
anticipation, lift-off for 96 Isbister
Elementary students was early this
morning on a once-in-a-lifetime trip
to the U.S. Space and Rocket Center
in Titusville, Fla.

Students, teach :rs and their prin-
cipal left Pioneer Middle School At
approximately 4 a.m. to catch a
Southwest Airlines 5:30 a.m. flight
to Space Camp, where they will
spend six days learning all aspects
of space and flight before returning
home.

| packed the first day | found out
we were going," said Melissa Dietz,
10, of Canton.

Melissa is attending camp with
her twin brother, Brad, who was a
bit more conservative, packing a day
or two before leaving.

-This ia an awesome opportunity,”
said Brad. "l can't wait to get on the
gravity trainer, which gives you
experience of how it feels to move
around on the moon. And the
manned maneuvering unit should be
fun. It allowl you to work in space’

Melissa wants to know how it feels
to be weightless.

-rhere i this chair that you sit in
and it spins you around, but you
don't get dizzy, she explained. N've
been on spinning thing, before and
got dizzy, m I'd be surprised if | did-
n't git sick.»

Speaking of sick, mom is already
kid sick.

"rm going to miss them,-said Lisa
Dietz. Nt'§ hard to think they're
going that far.”

High energy

In Plymouth, Natalie McLaughlin
laughed when discuseing prepara-
tionm for the trip, saying Nhe energy
level was very high thi# week u we

prepared for packing.»

Meanwhile, 11-year-old Nichole
was all set to go.

-rhis is really cool,» she said. I'm
looking forward to going all the way
to Florida to learn things. | really
want to see the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter.”

Nichole said it was tough this
week trying to keep focused on any-
thing but Space Camp.

We tried to keep our normal rou-
tine,’ she said. "But it was like
every two seconds we'd talk about
Space Camp.»

labister students and teachers are
the first of Plymouth-Canton's 14
elementary schools to be headed to
Space Camp, the recipients of a $2.5
million donation by anonymous
benefactors who are paying for
every fifth-grader in Plymouth-Can-
ton, Van Buren and Taylor school
districts to attend.

Great gift

While everyone has been excited
to go, students, parents and teach-
ers have been quick to appreciate
the gift they've received.

"The generosity of those who did
this is both overwhelming and
mind-boggling,O0 said Natalie
McLaughlin. "Thi>» will forever
affect the lives of these kids. And
going as a group will benefit them
more than if they had gone individu-
ally..

-I'hi* is such an awesome opportu-
nity for the kids,"” added Lisa Dietz.
-1 would love to know who gave
them this wonderful gift.

«| want to go in their suitcase, but
they won't do it,0 chuckled Dietz.
«Everything we've done this past
week hae reverted back to Space
Camp."

It'o just unbelievable that some-

Me--O0 -ACE, A4

8.* Off to'.C'" C-P With -
The Plymouth and
Canton Observers
will feature daily
reports of Isbister
Elementary's
landing at the U.S.
Space & Rocket
Center in Titusville,
Florida.
Staff writer Tony Tony Bruicato
Bruscato shuttled
off to Space Camp early this morning
with Isbister's 96 fifth graders. His
first report will be filed 3 p.m. today
on our website at ob,en-
occont,lc.com. Then, visit our website
each day throhout the week for
updated reports and photographs.
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Salem's

growth

BY DUNCAN E. WHITE
STAFF WarTER
dwhiteloe.homecomm.net

Not only have Salem Township gov-
ernment officials not received any
paperwork regarding the construction
of a mall in their community, they hope
they never wiill.

"“"No way,"
Supervisor

1 The site in .
Michael Penn

question isa
22*,cre pa,-
col of land just
west of Got-

said in response
to circulating
rumors about a

land acquisition
by Taubman
fredion Road

between M-14
and North To.

Companies with
the intention of
constructing a
mall. -We don't

ritofial. Itis have the infras-
tructure to sup-
port something

like that. | have

adjacent to the
Fox Hills Golf
Course to the three full-time

west. employees and
that's all. We're
a small commu-
nity."
The site in
question is a
225-acre parcel of 11ind just west of
Gotfredson Road beltween M-14 and
North Territorial. It is adjacent to the
Fox Hills Gol f Course to the west.

- Greg Donovan of Land Company of

Michigan in Plymouth sold the proper-
ty to Taubman Companies for an
undisclosed amount and said that he

doesn't expect to see any development

soon.

They told me it might be five years
before you see any development out
there," he said. "l probably won't see it.
It'11 be after I'm down in hell shoveling
coal.”

Regarding the land's price tag, Dono-
van said, "That's a secret that | won't
tell anyone. | have to have courtesy
with the people | do business with."

Donovan said his company owned the

land for approximately 25 years before
the recent sale.

"We had it for sale for a certain price
and they came in and offered us more
than that figure," he said. "You don't
tell someone like that to go home.
Especially when you have reason to
believe they can pay it."”

The land is currently being farmed
and. according to Penn, should remain
that way since nothing has been turned
in to township offices that would sup-
port a land transaction.

"We have no official documents,” he
said. There is not a single legal docu-
ment to say anything to that effect. No
deed transfers .. nothing."

Taubman Companies has reportedly
been assembling the property for some
time.

"In effect, they're doing what we call
land banking," said Donovan 'In the
next five of 10 years there won't be a
couple of hundrrd acre, of land to be
bought in that area "

Plymouth Townnhip Director of Pub-
tic WorkA .Jim Anulrwicz has al,40
heard the rumors, but didn't know of
anything that was finalized

"I know there's always been a lot of
dicusmon in regard* to that intersec-
tion of M-14 lind Gotfredmon. but noth-
ing that I've heard lately. he Maid

Phone call,4 to Tauhman (‘,mpanies
offices in Bloomfield Hillm were not

returned



