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The Canton Police Department has

been awarded a $125,000 federal grant

Plymouth-Canton Educational Park for
the next three years. :

Since 1997, the police department
has assigned a part-time youth liaison
officer to the school campus. In fact,
the work of Officer Mike Speckle is
credited with significantly reducing
graffiti and gang problems at the high
schools. - - R

However, Public Safety Director
John Santomawto is hoping the cre-
ation’ of full-time school resource offi-
* cers will providé an enhanced level of
policing 6n the campus, which he notes -

Grant puts

th and Plymouth Township Communities for 114 years

full4ime

will be particularly important when

the school is constructed.
“These rs will become involved

with the young people and staff, and I

see a lot of good things coming fr?m A

that,” said Santomaura. “We're looking

—for them to become role models for the —|

kids at the park. They’ll also be able to
handle calls from the high school
instead of sending an additional patrol
car to the campus.” '
While the grant is for three years,.
Santomauro said the commitment will -
go beyond that time frame if the pro-
gram is su . o ;
Officer Scott Hilden, 33, began his
duties Monday. He'll be joined by Offi-
cer Robert Smedley some time next

: ~ Dlease see COPS, A3
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbrumm'oe.hommmm.net :

While many will be toasting the
new millennium and others fretting
over Y2K problems on Dec. 31, Linda
'McDonald of Plymouth plans on hav-
ing a guiet New Year's Eve.

McDonald, an operations officer for
the Detroit branch of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago, will be sit-
ting in her downtown Detroit office
“hoping for a calm and peaceful
evening.”

McDonald is responsible for mak-
ing sure banks, credit unions and
thrifts in Michigan's Lower Peninsu-

1 la have a sufficient money supply for
“§ customers. : .
“We think it will be business as
usual, but we're prepared,” said
. McDonald, responding to Y2K wor-
ries. “If any financial institution
needs money during this Y2K time,
we'll be open 24 hours on New Year's

Y2K ready: Linda McDonald pose
on Fort Street in downtown Detroit Monday. :

Plymouth resident Linda McDonald will be on duty New Year’s
- Eve in case Y2K problems cause anyone to start shouting. . .

' Show me the money!

‘Eve and New Year'n_ Pay. That’s.

Financlal se_cuﬂty

B ‘if nothing happens and
it becomes a non-event, it
means we addressed it
properly.’

Linda McDonald
© —Federal Reserve

operations offtcer

unprecedented.” '

In fact, McDonald said she’ll be
working 12-hour shifts from Dec. 27
through Jan. 8 to make certain every-
one who wants their money will get
it.
~ “Early on there were suggestions
people would take out additional
funds for Y2K, but we're not seeing
that,” said McDonald. “But we did
stock up on currency because we
want the public to be confident there
is enough money in the system to
meet their demand.”

McDonald is not allowed to say

s in front of the Detroit Branch,

_financial institutions have a Y2K

STARY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN
Federal Reserve of Chicago

[

how much money is actually stored,
but did say, “We keep a 30-day sup-
ply of currency for the Lower Penin-
sula. That means all the banks and
financial institutions which get
money from us would have to order
30 times more than normal in a sin-
gle day for us to run out.of money.”

McDonald noted there will be $840
million circulating throughout the
United States and Europe in case of
any Y2K situation.

Normally financial institutions
have one on-site visit by a federal
regulator each year. However,
McDonald said because of the Y2K
scare, this year banks and credit
unions had three visits. And all

contingency plan ready in case of any
problems.

In fact, a trial run for possible
banking problems was completed
Sept. 9, when many predicted 9/9/99
would cause Y2K-like problems.

“Please see WONEY, Ad

BY TONY. BRUSCATO
BTAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

June Wellg, 84, liked to walk to
Bode’s Corn Beef House for breakfast
several times a week from her apart-
ment at Tonquish Creek Manor.

. “She used to come in every day and
_ order French toast and two pieces of
" sausage,” said waitress Sharon Moss.
© “She’s a very nice lady ... she'd talk to

> all of us.”

However, friends were afraid for
Wells because her daily trip to Bode's
would come as early as 5 or 6 a.m,

Woman struck by speeding car

B ‘She's the nicest woman
God ever put on this Earth.’

Vince St. Louis
—Vietim’s friend

“We used to tell her ‘June, don’t walk
so early because it's still dark out.
Wait ‘til it gets light,” said long-time
friend, Vince St. Louis of Plymouth
Township, who called her sharp as a
tack. "But she wauld just tell us that
she was too old to start changing her
habits.”
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Commissioner eyes
change in how
mayor is chosen

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato®oe.homecomm.net

After nearly six weeks on the job,
Plymouth City ,
Commissioner =
Sean FitzGer-
ald wants to
fulfill a cam-
paign promise.

“I would like
to have the
way the mayor
is elected
under the city
charter exam-
ined and
revised,” said
FitzGerald. *“I
think we
should give the
choice to the people of Plymoutk. Dur-

Sean FitzGerald

lot of people agreed with me that there
should be a change.

FitzGerald believes the current way
of electing a mayor, by elected commis-
sioners.is a cause for major concern.

“I think the last two mayoral selec-
tions have demonstrated that a simple
majority can create factions within a
new commission and affect the way
they work together,” added FitzGerald.
“The current system has the potential
to cause commissions to get off on the
wrong foot.”

FitzGerald was referring to the poli-
ticking done to elect former mayor Don
Dismuke on 4-3 vote, and the election
of current mayor Dave McDeonald.

“I think the way Don Dismuke was
elected set the tone for actions by that
commission for two years. The factions .
that arose never died down,” said
FitzGerald. “The risk for that existed
with this commission, but fortunately
this group put the city’s welfare ahead
of individual needs ™

Several newly-elected commissioners
objected to a private meeting called by

then-commissioner McDonald before - -

they were sworn in, which was
designed, in part, lo garner support for
McDonald's bid for mayor. McDonald
was eventually elected mayor on a 5-2
vote.

The issue of haw the mayor is select-
ed was also brought to light by several
commission candidates during this
year's city commission campaign when

Please sec CHARTER, A4

Those same friends are speculating
whether she was heading to or from
Bode's when she was struck shortly
after 7 a.m. Monday by a spfeding
motorist while crossing Harvey Street,
just south of Fleet Street.

Plymouth police say skid marks
show the 1993 Cadillac was traveling
30-36 mph on Harvey at the time of the
accident: The speed limit is 25 mph

Wells suffered head injuries after
being thrown against the windshield.
She was taken to St. Mary Hospital in
Livonia and airlifted to the University

Ploase sce ACCIDENT, Ad
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Salem High School Principal
Gerald Ostoin gives two thumbs
up to the program.

“In today’s day and age, it's nice
to have police officers around as
good role models and helping in

B Thees officess wil
| e
12:00 a.m. staff, and | 00 & ot of
Because timing is everything  peofy """
Propose at the break of a new millennium. Yes, - ‘John Santomauro
right at that very moment. Neither of you will ever’ —Public Safety director

—School police
o T . éstablish a are having conflicts and becoming a guest speaker
. with students so he will be able to in the classroom.
4 conversations and relate to teens. “q1 on talking about alcohol and drug abuse,
. best way to do that is to is to be visible in and w‘ﬂbdnhupodmp,'.ddodﬂmm'
£ end luach reoms, and have a lot of con- “I would like to do p tations on personal
‘inet with them at varicus activities,” said Hilden. safety and awareness for students, parents and
1) be adjusting my schedule to accommodate dif- teachers.® ;
'lrent events.” B 2 Geo ol"ncuriz at P-CEP, has a _
E“M : “It gives the positive on that we're doing
 “A large number of students approach us and what we cen to produce a safe environment,” said
B o e S o T i vt Doy BT I I vemaarias sce:
2§ 88 we come off a8 an ' , not just in adversari tua-
“‘Sfficer, they’ll understand we've got a job to do, tionsafterthefaet” - ° :
Which is making sure students are safe at the  George *“ substations in each high
- Hilden said slong with his normal duties of look- do their week, He aleh foted both officers will con-
g out for viclations at the park, sach as smoking, tinue to-earry th F guns, “though we hope they
' never have
o The officers will alse help security in the early
1 e ing hours with traffic flow,
with the ability to write tickets
for speeding and other traffic vio-
lations.

the ¢lassrooms;” he said. "And;,

forget it. Not the words . . . not the look of love on
each othet’s face . . . and not that moment when you
committed the rest of your lives to each othee .

- Come see us for the diamond as magical as that
moment. And long live your own very spe¢ial magic.
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With recent funding from the
Michigan Campus Compact,
Matonna University students
will have the opportunity to

‘work with families affected by

The primary site/laboratory
for this service learning experi-
ence will be Simon House, a
shelter in Detroit for women and
children with HIV/AIDS.
Developed by Plymouth resi-
dent Mary Mitach, assistant pro-
fessor of nursing, Westland resi-

‘'dent Dennis Bozyk, associate

W A5 AT G AR S R R B a Y vy

Madonna project gets funding

professor of history, and
Northville resident Ernest
Nolan, vice president for aca-
demic administration, the Schol-
arship of Engagement Mini-
Grant is in the amount of
$2,000.

The money received will be
used to fund the project, “The
Life-Altering Impact of
HIV/AIDS: A Service Learning
Opportunity,” in which students
will be recruited for a service
learning experience.
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6(’)me by for a brief visit, and let the
meaning and joy of Christmas come
to life for you and your family.
December 21-23, 1999

On display from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. * Heritage Park, Canton
On Summit Parkway West of Canton Center Rd. Parking near the playscape.

For more information call (734) 451-2100 ® www.cantonfriendship.org
Presented by Canton Friendship Church
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AUTHNORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

¢ Nextsl Direct Connect™ Digital 2 Way Radio
* Bulit in Text & Numeric Pager

o Ons Bicond Bllling twrier the fest misete)

« 4o Resming Charges on the Natienal Netwerk
« Digits! Celiular Phone

o Bullt in Veice Mall
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Far from home

Exchange students deal with
being away for holidays

BY RENER SKOGLUND
STAFY WRITER

For hundreds of area foreign
exchange students, this holiday
season will be their first away
from home. They will think
about family and friends back
home, but, thanks to host fami-
lies, few will be homesick. They
look forward to participating in
American holiday customs and
sharing a few of their own.

Ha uskaa joulua!
If Satu Rehumaki, 17, a for-

eign exchange student at Ply-

mouth Canton High School, were
spending the holidays at home in
Oulu, Finland, she would head
to the sauna on Christmas Eve
morning. It’s a Finnish tradition.
“It’s to get clean for the new
year,” she said.

She would attend church with
her family in the late afternoon
and sit down around 6 p.m. to a
feast of ham and several veg-
etable casseroles. Afterward,
there would be a visit from
Santa Claus, or Joulupukki,
who, according to Rehumaki,
comes from Finland.

“Ya, he lives there, in Lap-
land.”

This year, Rehumaki may play
a few Finnish Christmas carols
for her host parents, Ken and
Mary Beardsley. She has studied
classical music for 10 years, and
the Canton Rotary, which spon-
sored her visit, rented a piano
for her. Or she may attempt once
again to make Finnish meatballs
with her host dad. Their initial
effort for a school project was
less than successful. .

“It was like meatballs with dill
relish in the middle,” said Ken
Beardsley. “After we stiffened it
up to make it stick, I wasn’t sure
it was Finnish.”

Mutlu Yillar!

Melis Mani, 18, a senior at

. Churchill High School in Livo-

nia, comes from Ankara, Turkey.
She has settled into the home of
Ron and Deanna Gaffne, compli-
ments of the Livonia Rotary’s
foreign exchange student pro-
gram. She will be with the
Gaffnes through the holidays
before moving on to two more
host families.

Although Mani is a veteran
traveler — Luxembourg, France,
Italy, Spain, Greece and Bulgar-
ia ~ this is her first stay in the
United States and her first time
away from home for New Year's
Eve. )

Turkey is predominantly a
Muslim country, so the holiday
emphasis is on Dec. 31 rather
than Dec. 25, said Mani. On New
Year’s Eve, after exchanging
gifts and eating a big dinner of
stuffed grape leaves, rice and

spiced chicken, she and her sis-
ter, Bercis, 21, go out with
friends.

“We don't sleep that night,”
she said, smiling.

Sounds like a typwally Ameri-
can way to celebrate, except for
one unusual tradition: . .

“In Turkey, five minutes
before the new year, people
change their underwear for new
ones, like new red ones. They
think it will bring good luck to
them and it will bring them
money in the new i

When told by the Gaffnes that
she had to make a Christmas
list, Mani at first drew a blank.
However, she’s a fast learner,
and certain CDs soon came to
mind by groups such as Scorpi-
ons, Cranberries, Shania 'I‘wam
and Smash Mouth.

“We sat down and came up
with about 30 things,” said
Deanna Gaffne.

Frohliche Weihnachten!

Glaedelig Jull Feliz Natal!-

That's “Merry Christmas” in
German, Danish and Bragilian
Portuguese.

Anne-Katrin Grosse, 16, of
Germany, Soeren Roepstorff, 15,
of Denmark, and Anna Olmera
Camara, 17, of Brazil are foreign
exchange students at Garden
City High School. It's the first
time they have been away from
home for the holidays.

In the Grosse household,
Christmas Eve celebrations
began early in the day with a
birthday party for a cousin,
Afterward, the family visits the
graves of their grandparents. By
5 p.m., they’re in church, where
Grosse plays the flute and takes
part in a Christmas play. Her
oldest brother remains at home
to prepare dinner and trim the
tree.

Upon returning home, Grosse
and her other brother wait out-
side until her parents ring a bell
announcing that all preparations
have been completed. Only then
can the younger children enter
and see the Christmas tree for
the first time.

The evening is filled with
games, story telling, singing and
music, with Grosse playing the
flute and her brother the guitar.
Celebrations continue for a few
days. The family dines at a spe-
cia] restaurant on Christmas
Day, and on Dec. 26, Grosse’s

mother roasts the traditional |,

goose and serves it with red cab-
bage and chestnuts.

Christmas is always festive,
since it’s the only time Grosse’s
oldest brother is home. “That is
the most important thing I'll
miss on the holidays: playing
games with my big brothers.” -

Roepstorff lives in Valloe, an
old, small town south of Copen-

Pavt Humscmear

lhm hosts: Ken and Mary Beardsley, hosts for Ply-
mouth Canton student Satu Rehumak: are pleased to

be involved.

A ‘After wo stiffened It
up to make it stick, |
wasn't sure it was
Finnish.’
Ken Beardsley
—Exchage:tudcmhost

hagen that has a castle and an
ancient church. Uncles, aunts
and cousins come over to share
Christmas-Eve celebrations.

“We pretty much cook all day,”
he said. “We have duck with
potatoes and a special .salad. As
a dessert, we eat ris 4 la 'mande.
That’s rice and cream with cher-
ry sauce. We put an almond or
two in it. We always say, “‘Whose
got the almond? When you have
it, you try to hide it.”

After dinner, the family lights
the candles on the Christmas

Please see STUDENTS, A16
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Finding home: Students Anne-Katrin, Anna Oliviera Camara and Soeren Roepctorﬂ" '
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crossing. :
. railroad bridge is being
-Fhe county will provide a
report at the end of the third
week in January.

“The report will look at options
that were didcussed with the
county relative to the bypass
réad,” said Jim Anulewicz, Ply-
njouth Towmhip director of pub-
lic services. “There are a number
of physical limitations to the

te, such as engineering factors,
soil condition, etc. The report
- will include these factors in the

te and/or redure

poriod for Sheldon l!ud to a
minimum time period. The
cost/benefit ratio will aho be
included in the M
. The Plymouth Township board
is expected to discuss this report
;t its first public meeting in

According to Wayne County
officials, the only potential route
for a temporary bypass road is
along the west side of the pro-
ject, through the parking lot of
the multi-tenant building on
Sheldon Road owned by REDI-

CO Management Inc., which is
in the southwest quadrant of the

project.
REDICO is concerned about

the impact of losing the parking
lot for such a length of time,
according to Kevin Maillard,

Aceident ﬁ-om page Al

T

impact,” said John Roach, public
relations spokesperson for
‘Wayne County Public Services.

. “We are putting forth a good

faith effort.”

The county will look at ways to
stage the construction before it
needs to close Sheldon Road
totally, Roach said.

“If a]l parties don't agree, the
project won't happen,” Roach
said.

The county plans to construct
a railroad bridge at the railroad
crossing. There are 15 railroad
crossings in Plymouth and Ply-
mouth Township and the new
railroad overpass and Sheldon
Road underpass are oxpected to
provide more convenience for
motorists who are frequently

hold up in tuﬂc that backs up
from the railroad croesings.
About 33,000 cars and
between 1,200 and 2,000 trucks
pass over the Sheldon Road

. tracks daily.

C8X railroad traffic will bo
unimpeded by the Sheldon Road
praject, Roach said.

The total project cost for the
railroad bridge is $8.8 million.
Eighty percent is being paid for
by federal funds with the
remainder coming from county
and local shares. The CSX rail-
road may also pick up 6 percent
of the cost.

The township board has
delayed approval of a resolution
approving the township’s portion
of the funding until more
amenable options to closing
Sheldon Road for two years can
be found.

of Mlchngan Hospitals in Ann
Arbor.

“She suffered brain trauma
and is in a coma,” said St. Louis.
“It's hard to believe this hap-
pened to her. She’s the nicest
woman God ever put on this
Earth.” !

‘“She is a strong woman, and
that may help her,” said her
friend of 47 years, Myrtle Pallis-

ter of Plymouth Township. “She
loved the outdoors, and animals
and kids. She's a very trusting
woman and a great lady.”

When Wells moved into the
Tonquish Creek Manor about a
year ago, she disliked it because
there was nothing to do. But
once she was able to help with
the outdoor upkeep, she loved
living there.

“She helped water the land-
scaping and put up corn stalks
and pumpkins during Hal-
loween,” said Sharon Thomas,
executive director of Tonquish
Creek Manor. “She was very
independent and loved walking
around Plymouth. She felt
secure in the community.”

Thomas and.the staff at Ton- -

quish Creek Manor are caring

for Gillie, Wells’ cat ﬁhom

Thomas said is “lonesome with-
out her.” :

“June was so active. She’s a
nice reflection of getting old,”
said Thomas.

Plymouth police say charges
against the 61-year-old driver of
the car that struck Wells are
pending further investigation.
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One company is cleaning up
the reputation of cable tv.

4
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Here's something different: americast® cable tv. Our brand new cable network is built with
fiber optics to bring you'razor.-slmp picture and sound with 99.9% reliability (you'll forget.
outages ever existed). This new system de]ivers over 90 channels, including great family

!  entertainment like Tbon Dzsney and Desney Showcase. '

; How s this for different? When scheduling installaﬁon, we respect your ﬁnw by workmg
withyouto set up az-hom‘arrtvaltimewmdowWe evenvacuumup aﬂer‘theinsmll
So give us a call. From the mimwe we say “hello, you’ll know you' re getdng somet.hmg
diﬂ’erent americast.
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Eeegor bobae R was £o slocted

to the commission. Vos, who
claimed he had the necessary
four votss te become mayor, lost
his bid to stay on the commis-
sion to current commissioner
David Byers.

‘While FitsGerald wants a
charter review to focus solely on
the issue of electing a mayor,
other commissioners would like
to include a review of other
issues pe to the charter.

“My obJocuve with limiting the
charter review to the mayoral

election is 80 it can be placed on_

the general election ballot in
November 2000," he said.
“Then, if it's lppmved it could
be in place for the next commis-
sion election in 2001.”
FitzGerald said the charter

revision needs to be submitted to-

Lansing by April for approval by
the attorney general and gover-
nor before it can be put on the
ballot.

' Monel from page Al

- FitzGerald believes there iare
ssveral ways to elect a mayor
which are from the ¢ur-
rent method. They include hav-
ing a separate vote for candi-
dates who want the maygral
post during the commission qlec-
tions, or having the top vote-get-
ter in the commission race
become mayor.

McDonald, however, beli¢ves
the election of mayor has worked
well, the way it was intended
when the city's charter was
enacted in 1951.

“My philosophy is when'the
people of Plymouth voted for me,
they voted to give me the right
to vote and select the mayor,
said McDonald. “T've talked to a
lot of people who don't want to
go through the expense of a
charter review.”

The Plymouth city commission
is expected to discuss the impan-
eling of a committee to review
the city charter, and what its
focus will be, at Monday night's
regular meeting.

“Absolutely nothing hap-
pened,” said McDonald. “The

. feds started recognizing possible

Y2K problems in 1984 and peo-
ple addressed it. So, if nothing
happens and it becomes a mon-
event, it means we addressed it
properly.

“We've met with the Detroit
Water Board, MichCon, Con-
sumers Energy, Ameritech and
Detrgit Edison. They all say
they’re ready,” said McDonald.
“If they've done their job like
we've done ours, then we should
be ready. I can't say there won't
be any glitches, but we're pre-
pared to handle those.”

However, it you want to take a
large amount of money out of the
bank because of Y2K scares,
McDoanald said it will be there.

“If you decide that you want to
take all your money out of an
institution, that’s your right as
an American,” said McDonald.
“However, walkmg around with
a lot of money is not the safest
thing, and your mattress is not
insured by the federal govern-
ment.”

McDonald also warns of Y2K

talq;hone gcams that have
" cheatsd maiy peop!

1 out of their
bank accounts.

“Some scam artists were sell-
ing a hollowed out book that
could hide $100,000 in cash.
From the sale they were getting
names and addresses of people
who had large amounts of
money. And still others said they
were calling from a bank, claim-
ing they were having Y2K prob-
lems and needed to transfer your
money to a special account ;.. all
they needed was an account
number.

“A bank or credit union would
never call for that information
because they already have it.”

So, come New Year's Eve,
while most of us are ready to
ring in the New Year, or at least
staying up to make sure there
are no Y2K glitches, Linda
McDonald will be working.

“We've set up a communica-
tions center to monitor utilities,
transportation, police and fire ...
and make calls to mgjor institu-
tions to make sure everything is
going well,” she said.

“This will be the first time in
32 years that (husband) Dave
and I have been apart on New
Year’s Eve,” said McDonald. “I'm
hoping for a calm and p e?ceful
evening, and that I'll just be
tired from nothing te do.”

Presented by
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Slamming complaints decline after state crack down

The number of slamming com-

xim received by the
; blic Service Commission

declined significantly, from a
high of more than 500 in March
to 150 or fewer during the last
three months,

“Michigan has become a very
unfriendly state for telephone
slammers to dg business, with

. the commission assessing fines

totaling more than $1.6 million
against several telephone service
providers accused of slamming

customers,” commission Chair-
man John Strand said.
“The commission initiated 13

‘show cause’ actions against com-

tomers and has ordered customer
restitution for as much as
$10,0000. We have approved a
number of settlement agreements
between customers who have
allegedly been slammed and the
telephone service provider
accused of the slamming.”

Slamming is a practice in

yhich telephone customers are
it pnv:on without the 4
vice out cus-
tomers’ permission. On July 16,
1998, Gov. John Engl
into law Public Acts and 260,
which strictly forbid slamming
and authorized the commission to
establish procedures to ensure
that telephone service is not
switched without proper cus-

The acts give the commission
authority to assess severe penal-

ties to protect customers who
remslt of sassming. O Sovt 14,
[0 5 it sl
an ures.
procedures

require:
@ strict standards to verify
Vium to change telephone ser-
B .telephone carriers
offer carrier freeze protection pro-
thom to all customers who want

. tolophon'c service-provider

with the commission;

prompt customer notification

of any changes in the customer’s
service provider.

The commission conﬁnuu to
encourage customers who have

with the commissien.
“While we have cledrly turned
the corner, there are still far too
many instances of slamming in

lndgg.' Strand said.
| staff continue to work

Gourmet goodies from Godiva are
perfect for sending someone special
“straight to chocolate heaven! A
wonderful assortment of six taste
treats nestles in Godiva's distinctive
gold gift basket. $85.

In Fancy Foods.

a gift from
Jacobson's
means more

rresistible

temptations

-~ Jacobson

T

/

Birmirigham ¢ (248) 644-6900 Livonia * (734) 591-7696 _ Rochester o (248) 651-6000
EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS ¢ SUN 11-9 « MON-SAT 9-10

Visit us at www.jacobsons.‘com

s Open today 9 am - 10 pm

|
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Keely Wygonik named assistant managmg edltor

Ksely Wygonik has been pro-
moted to the position of assistant

supervise opera-
tions for the common Observer
feature sections - At Home,
Taste, Arts & Leisure, Enter-
tainment, Health and Business
and leno Community Life. She
will also be a member of the
Observer’s editorial manage-
ment team. : 2
- Wygonik has been the Taste,
Arts & Leisure and Entertain-
ment editor for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers since

PSC warns
to be ready
for Y2K

When Jan. 1, 2000, rolls
around, we all want to know
lights and heat will be working
in our home or business and that
the telephene will generate calls.

The Michigan Public Service
Commission (MPSC) believes
that regulated utility companies
are taking the Year 2000 (Y2K)
problem seriously and address-
ing it competently.

Throughout the year, the
MPSC has been working with
regulated utilities on Y2K
issues. Further, the MPSC
believes Y2K will not bring any
significant interruptions in elec-
tric, natural gas, or telephone
services due to computer fail-
ures.

However, if you are concerned
about your utility companies’
ability to provide you with reli-

able service in the Year 2000,

the MPSC recommends you con-
tact the companies directly to
find out more about what actions
they have taken to protect cus-

tomers against significant inter-

ruptions in service.
Even if there are no disrup-

tions on Jan. 1, 2000, it is a good

practice to always be prepared
for power outages of any sort -
ice, snow storm, or a vehicle hit-
ting a power pole. You can be
prepared for power outages by:

W Setting aside and designat-
ing for emergency use:

- Battery-powered radio

~ Extra batteries

- Blankets

~ First-aid kit

~ Bottled water

- Battery-operated lantern

- Candles and matches

~ Non-perishable packaged or

.canned food and a manual can

opener

@l Keeping a list of emergency
numbers near the telephone.

B Protecting electrical equip-
ment such as a TV, VCR,
microwave oven, or home com-
puter with a voltage surge sup-
pressor. A suppressor can elimi-
nate the surge before it enters

the equipment, thus protecting it

from damage. A variety of
devices are available for differ-
ent forms of protection. Unplug
unprotected equipment before a
storm to avoid lightning damage.

When power is lost:

B Check the fuse box to see if a
fuse is blown or tripped. Check
with the neighbors to see if their
power is out.

@ Call your local utility com-

~ pany and let its personnel know

that you have lost power. Also,
advise if there is emergency
medical equipment in the home.
B Turn off and unplug most
lights and appliances to prevent
electrical overload when power is
restored.
" B Keep the refrigerator door
closed as much as possible.
Move milk, cheese, meats, etc.
into the freezer compartment of
the refrigerator. If the freezer is
only partially full, group pack-
ages together so they form an
igloo to keep each other cold.
Purchase dry ice and place in
freezer — it will help keep food
frozen for an extended period of
time. Cover the top of the refrig-

_ erator with a blanket.

@ Make sure you have access
to a telephone that does not
‘require electricity to operate.

Be aware that the telephone

* system is not designed so that

-~

everyone in the United States
can place a call at the same time.
If, for example, everyone tries to
make a telephone call at 12:05
a.m. on January 1, 2000, it 1s

pospible there will be jammed

{ines and the calls w-ll not go -
through.

For more tips, contact lhp
MPSC at (800) 292-9555 or
http:/ cis. state. mi. us/ mpsc to
get a copy of the brochure “Sur-

viving Eleetric Power Outages.”

1001. mm&mm
took second place for all lifestyle
séctions in the 1897 Suburban

. Newspaper Association awards.

is an ou com-

munuy journalist,” said Hugh
Gallagher, Observer

editor. “She is extremely
working and dedicated to urving
the needs of readers. She has
been a friendly and helpful voice
to many Observer readers who
have ealled with questions about
recipes in Taste or to find infor-
mation about where to eat or be
entertained for the weekend. She

has developed our feature sec-
tions to aerve the particular
needs of our readers. I know
she'll continue to make them thc
best they can be.”

Wygonik said she'’s looking fur-
ward to the challenge.

“] have a great team, and
together we'll work hard to deliv-
er the kinds of stories you’ll
want to read,” she said. “Our
goal is to become a resource that
you can rely on for information
about home decorating and
improvement, food, business,
health, community life, dining

out, entertainment, and the arts.
We'll serve you interesting tid-
bits about local restaurants, take
you behind the scenes of local
entertainment venues such as
Josy’s Comedy Club in Livonia,
and paint colorful portraits of
the vibrant role arts play in our
communities. | welcome your
input and suggestions, and hope
to hear from you soon.”

Wygonik joined the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers in 1989
as a copy editor. She was named
the Observer & Eccentric’s Jour-
nalist of the Year in 1984.

the O&E, she

of Business.
Wymlk ‘and her husband,
David, live in Dearborn.

You can reath Wygonik by
phone at (734) 963-2105, by e-
mail at kwygonik@oe.
homecomm.net or by fax at (734)
591-7279.

Kooty Wygonlk

Reg. 260.00.

SALE 39.99 o cim

SALE 179.99 ... PD;"?{

“Showtime” barbecue and rotisserie. Reg. 225.00.

SALE 129.99 ..,.-

Bella Cuisine~ stainless steel ten-piece cookware set.

H

STARTS TODAY! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16!

HOMESTARL

SAVE 50% <o s romon e

styles. Reg. 135.00-450.00, aaie 54.00-180.00. sTVLeS vary B STORE NOT AT SAVANNAM MALL

SEMINOLE TOWN CENTER. FLORIDA MALL, NORTHLAKE MALL AND NORTH POINT MALL

stand mixer. Reg. 270.00.

SALE 19.99 rvooonn

dinnerware four-piece place setting. Reg. 34.00.
Save 30% on open stock Parisian dinnerware.

ACTUAL SAVINGS MAY FXCET) FERCENTAGE SAVINGS SHOWN

HOLIDAY STORE HOURS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16: 9:00 AM TO 10:00 PM.
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20%OFF

1 *10% off small electrics and cookware
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SALE 219.99 coons e SALE 59.99 covorroone.

300-watt grill. Reg. 72.00

SALE 19.99 ...

wine-tasting set includes two each of bordeaux
burgundy and white wine glasses. Reg 33.50."

TAKE 20% OFF* ONE SINGLE HOME SALE ITEM

OF YOUR CHOICE
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_ NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

' PRQPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE '
 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN. -

. 'TALLA REZONING - CONSID!
400 FEET OF PARCEL NO, 08¢
' RESIDENTIAL,

. NOTICE 18 HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public Acts of

1943 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and to the Zoning
Ordinance of the Charter of Canton ~ that the Planming
i Commission of the Chartsr of Canton will hold a Public Hearing’
“on Monday, Jan __thMﬁmMWMmdh
; Canton Township i 1= 'w&&m(}n\uwn
-7:00 p.m. om the following : t to the Zoning Ordinance:

ST TO REZONE THE NORTH

REQUEST
$9 0007 000 FROM R4, SINGLE FAMILY

TO C-1, VILLAGE SHOPPING. Property is located on the

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should be

received at the above address prior

to Thursday, January 6, 2000, in order

to be included in the matsrials submitted for review.

VIC GUBTAFSON, Chairman

LSs1788

" ATTENTION!
* Do you want your jewelry to have that NEW LOOK for the holidays?
L e o it o e b b

CHAINS & CHARMS &
$5.00 en. . +30/inch ea.. 2.00 ea.

If your getting jewelry for Chriscanas, why wait 1 - 3 weeks s get your ring

| | sized or chain or bracelet shortened? You can have your jewelry back THE

Don't miss the TURN OF THE MILLENNIUM becsuse of a dead watch
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- School design

BY Touy BRUSCATO

The Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education Tuesday night got
its first look at schematic
inr for the as-yet unnamed
third high school at P-CEP.
most part, the plans

are getting good reviews.

] like it. I think it answers a
lot of our questions,” said
Trustee Darwin Watts. “I like

- its close proximity to the exist-

w schools. And the design
is :
gize, which is what we wanted.”
“] think it’s a pretty solid
design,” added board member
Steve Guile, “It accomplishes
ing we're for, and

everything . i
I'll be interested in seeing the

final schematic. It meets what
we want in terms of walking dis-

* tance and facilities.”

The first drawings place the
so-called “east” site several hun-
dred feet closer to the existing
high schools than what was pre-
sented earlier to the board. The
board has been insistent that
students be able to reach their
classes in the new building in
the current 10-minute passing

‘*We moved the building to
assure students could walk with-
in the same travel time you have

-now,” said Doug LaFerle, vice-

president of French Associates,

- the district’s architectural firm.

“If students are walking it now,
they will also in the future.”

In meving the building closer,

two baseball diamonds had to be

eliminated and will ‘be replaced

- with new varsity baseball and
softball diamonds north of the-.

_existing baseball comiplex.

The cost to replace the two

" _diamonds and deal with soil

" issues is listed by project engi-
neers at $370,000. That doesn't
sit well with Trustee Mark

. Slavens.

“I don’t see any reason why we
can’t put the building at the
original east location,” said
Slavens. “I don’t like spending

draw-

draws favorable reviews

Shte location: The third high school is shown in this draiwing as the dark, jagged-

shaped building just to the right of the ballfields in the center of the picture.

$370,000 of the taxpayers money
to move the building. I don’t see
any justification in doing that.”

In their presentation to the
board, architects presented the
new high school in four zones.

The first includes a centrally
located media center with a stu-
dent union, to include the
kitchen facilities, directly to the
east. The two areas are noted as
the largest single components of

To the north are the core aca-
demic areas on two floors. Stu-
dent traffic from the current bus
loop behind Salem: High School
would enter the school into the
academic areas. Each fldor of
the core curriculum configura-
‘tions have eight classrooms,
nearly 300 lockers and a shared
lab facility. - .

*It breaks the school down into
small parts to administer and
monitor,” said Paul Cor-
neliussen, senior associate with
French Associates. .

The southeast corner of the

new high school will house the
gymnasium, with seating for
approximately 1,800 people.
Along with a competition court,
there will be three side practice
" courts, locker room facilities and
_ The southwest section of the
building will be the arts wing,
where the P-CEP Marching
Band will be housed. It will
have a large rehearsal space,
practice area, instrument stor-
age and a loading area to accom-
‘modate the band's large equip-
ment.
- The main entrance to the new
high school will be a boulevard
off Back Road; which will lead to
a circular drive. Administrative
offices will be located at th
front entrance. -
“I can’t believe Wayne County
would’ allow Beck Road to
remain two lanes at that point,”
said Guile, who still expects traf-
fic problems around the high
school complex.
Other amenities on the prop-

erty will include a football field
and track facility, two additional
ball fields, 24 tennis courts
located along Joy Road, and
parking lots for staff, students

Bill Hooting, senior project
manager for McS/EV, said “the
schematic design is on budget.
I'm surprised that after two
years none of the cuts we had to
make were educational spaces.”

John Birchler, executive direc-
tor of business and operations,
said the cuts were minimal
despite the delaya resulting from
a lawsuit by Plymouth resident
Jerry Vorva, which delayed con-
struction. Birchler estimates
the third high school will cost
$44.5 million.

More detailed design work
needs to be completed before
bids for the project go out next
spring. It’s estimated construc-
tion will begin next September
or October. The first classes are
expected to begin in August
2002. :

B e A

B Plymouth police have
_chasged a 33-year-old Plymouth
_ man with prowling in cozinection
with a “peeping tom” incident

Dec. 8. -

Meanwhile, Plymouth Town-
ship police are moving forward
with a warrant request against

the same suspect for prowling

and window peeping on the same

night.
Both police departments say
.‘there have been several inci-
dents in recent weeks concerning
a man looking into homes during

903 W, Ann Arbor Road

| $30 Rebate
on Nokia 5160

Digital One Rate »
Where every call Is a local call
or choose an Advantage Plan with
irtime As Low As .06¢ per minute.

Nokia 5160
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— 30 Maith

734-354-6000

" Extended Holiday Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-6; Sun. 11-4

Hello? *"*99
" Cellular® Wireless ;
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)  Receive A $100
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on the purchase of any twe Sprint PCS Phones™
for $30 rebote oo awy phene)
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Phone 4
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Sprint PCS

evening hours.

B Plymouth police say a down-
town business turned in a coun-
terfeit $10 bill. Recently, police
discovered several fake $20 bills
circulating in downtown busi-
nesses.

Police caution business owners
to be aware of the money they
are taking in during the holiday
season to avoid being cheated.

B A Fox Ridge Drive resident
in Plymouth Township said that
when she returned home Dec. 11
from a week-long trip to Las
Vegas she found her 18-carat
ring missing from her jewelry
box.

B A Greystone resident in Ply-
mouth Township returned home
Dec. 10 to find a 24-by-30-inch
screen, with pry marks, removed
from his bathroom window and
placed against a wall. He told
police that he found nothing
missing.

B The manager at Compuware
Arena located at 14900 Beck in
Plymouth Township said Dec. 10
that he was approached by a
team coach who said 14 of his
players had their wallets stolen
from the locker room.

Team members, who live out
of town, left without filing police
reports, said Jamie Senkbeil,

' community resource officer.

29219 W. 6 Mile
at Middlebelt in Livonia
734-466-9722

Hours: Mon -Wed. 10-6
Thurs.-Frl. 10-7; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 1.5

L BRILDT

1 7
" fdended uauq iday Hours: Mon, - Frl. 10-8; Sat. 10-6; Sun. 11-4
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Westland Police Chief Rmery

Price thinks a Wayne Ceusty

ordinance on alternative, eom-
munity-based programse for loeal
oi);l.innnce violators is a good

But Price believes the ordi-
nance should have more
about the fees for alternative
programs, namely tethering,
before the document is proposed
to the Wayne County Commis-
sion.

“I appreciate that they want
our input on the ordinance, but I
can see we will have problems
with it,” Price told members of-
the Conference of Western
Wayne Friday. The CWW is a
consortium of the cities of
Belleville, Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights, Garden City, Inkster,
Livonia, Northville, Plymouth,
Romulus, Wayne and Westland
and the townships of Canton,

Buren.

Price believes the local district
courts and police agencies ahould
have more of a say in the pro-
gram that will be used on viola-
tors who are sentenced to Wayne
County jail and could be deter-
mined eligible for a community-
based program by the Depart-
ment of Community Justice,
according to the ordinance.

“Once they are placed in the
Wayne County jail, communities
won’t have a say in this,” Price
said of the proposal. The ordi-
nance doesn't mention tethering
at all, nor the costs associated
with tethering and who should
pay, Price said.

James Curran, deputy director
of the Wayne County Depart-
ment of Community Justice,
informed Marsha Bianconi,
CWW's executive director, of the
proposed community-based pro-
gram fee ordinance expected to
be introduced to the Wayne
County Commission early next

B The county collect foes
from communitiss ordinance
violsters who are in programs
that are alternatives to incarecer-
ation.

8 The cost shall be determined
by the lesser of the fees for incar-
ceration or the alternative pro-
gram’s actual costs.

B The county’s chief financial
officer shall annually certify to
the county commission the cost
of each program.

8 The court may collect a fee
from the ordinance violator for
participation in the program.

“The Department of Communi-
ty Justice is working to identify

. programs that can assist ordi-

nance violators, particularly
chronic violators, in breaking
their cycle of criminal behavior,”
Curran stated in a letter to the
CWW.

“The services we are attempt-
ing to identify are both residen-
tial and outpatient substance
abuse treatment, education, life

| Chief éautious on local alternative plan }

chiols and retwrn with s .
mmu:ntthmtﬁ
huu'.‘:c-"z'u i
Committee was ecreated
muthoCWlmnl
ayne County lacked spaeg
to heuse ordinance vidla
Price was on the cemmittes
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that current Wayne County facile
ities are inadequate teo
future needs for jail space
Bianconi said. Twe years age
the CWW asked for an :
before officiale backed thd
ally had eppesed the millagh
until they had discussed con®
cerns over jail usage with county
officials.

County officials assured the

Huron, Northville, Plymouth, year. skill and employment services.
Redford, Sumpter and Van Curran highlighted the follow- To date we have positive feed- CWW at that time an ordinance
: ing items from the ordinance: would be introduced later.

back from the Salvation Army
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Catch the

Transfer
Express
Winter 2000

Transfer Express makes il easy for undergraduate transfers 1o attend
Eastern. How? By allowing you to take care of all that paperwork in one
trip to campus.
Simply bring us your sealed cellege and university transcripts, a
completed application, and a $25 application fee ... we'll do the rest.
With Transfer Express, you'll be able to:

* receive an admission decision,

* get your official student ID card

* find out which of your college credits will transfer

* talk to a financial aid representative

* meet with an academic adviser

* register for fall classes

 WHERE: 401 Plerce Hall, Eastern Michigan University
WHEN: Tharsday, December 16, from 8 a.m. until S p.m.
Friday, December 17, from 8 a.m. until § p.m.
Twesday, December 21, from 8 a.m. untit § p.m.

Questions? Call us for details:

734.487.2222 or 800.GO-TO-EMU

cas .

mwltatlovgaegrtg@Poewn v
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- \& Topics were as varied as the
'oulhnut selection Tuesday
at Tim Horton's on Ford
: in Canton during U.S. Rep.
’ Riverl, D-Ann Arbor, cof-
:#ee hour with constituents. They
.#anged from health care to Yas-
\Bar Arafat.
> A question about the escalat-
-ing costs of prescription drugs
m pharmacies selling customer
rmation to pharmaceuticals
trailed into a discussion about
privacy rights. Rivers said the
'—Teeentl):)dpu-ed Financial Ser-
ernization Act, S. 900,
was a boon to the financial
industry, specifically mortgage
and insurance companies. How-
‘ever, it may be a threat to con-
sumers’ privacy.

“Between these compames,
information can flow.” (Rivers
voted against the bill. See relat-
ed story.)

Chris Ravert, 17, who attend-
ed the coffee with a small contin-
‘gent of students from Faithway
‘Baptist School in Ypsilanti,
asked how safe it was to do holi-
day shopping on the Internet.

** Ask them about their privacy

policy, Rivers warned. “You take’

ivers coﬁ'ee klatch draws
a wide range of questions

lﬂbpolﬂedmhwhupwuydoddonb

wiade.’

U.S. Rep. Lynn Rivers
D-Ann Arbor

a risk just as you do when you
make a telephone purchase.”

Joyce Harrington of Plymouth,
a senior citizen, offered some
practical advice when faced with
disclosing your Social Security
number for an e-mail purchase:
“Just fill in 111 11 1111.7

Rivers gave the students a
quick lesson on campaign contri-
butions and the high’costs of
financing a congressional cam-
paign in the United States: “One
million dollars on each side.”

An advocate for campaign
finance reform, Rivers favors
moving to publicly financed cam-
paigns with even playing fields
for all candidates. “It's silly to
argue that money doesn’t make a
difference,” she said. Rivers has
a no-gifts policy in her office.

Talk gradually turned toward
getting citizens involved in the
pohtlcal process. “The pohtlcal
arena is where every decision is

made,” said Rivers. If the public
doesn’t pay attention to mailings
and television spots, and parents
often resent teachers talking pol-
jtics in school, how do you edu-
cate people, asked Rivers.

“As far as people being
involved in government, that
may have happened in Seattle.
That may have been our Boston
Tea Party,” said Art Sutton, a
genior citizen from Belleville,
referring to the upheaval at the
recent World Trade Organization

meeting.

Many of 'thos,e demaonstrators
were anarchists, replied Rivers.
Women need to get more

involved in politics, said Rivers.

They represent 52 percent of the
population but make up just 15
percent of elected officials.

Joyce Harrington of Plymouth,
the former president of the

Don’t just impress the neighbors.

cash due
at sugnnng

Impress

2000
mercury
sable Is

premium

vourself.

features include: 24-valve, ZOOhb Duratec V6 engine

» Power-adjustable foot pedals ® Dual-stage Front Airbags**

e Leather seating surfaces * Keyless Entry keypad

(driver‘s door) e
e Perimeter Anti-theft System

-

per

mo./24 mos.

2252 569

(after $1,000 cash back)

Includes refundable security deposit.
Excludes tax, title and license fees.

For Retummg Lessees'***

Mércury '

Live life in your own lane

Electronic Automatic Temperature Control

: STAT? PROTO BY BEYAN MITCHELL
Tddng questions: Lynn Rivers speaks with citizens over coﬂ'ee and doughnuts at
Tim Horton’s in Canton on Tuesday morning.
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'managed to climb
.-aboard this Prouty &
. Glass Portland slezgh

it riage Co. with his son, W. C.
o A §,.Pmlynndhillon-1nlanohn

dzhc khuuh hm.
& gne-horse sleigh ...
In the mid-18 i. hyette :

y..who owned &
§ shop in Detroit, I

bnnn io ﬁounder
m 1915.

umr“

The

.nuccouion nf new ld-ntmu.
including a militnry training -

for boys. World

; academy
-War I, saw mill, belt factory,
v,md ltamnc wheel factory. It
: almost totally destroyed

by,

five _'.ﬁl‘illlm

Tho company s00n was pro-

et d\mn¢ 126 cutters and a 100 .
¢ . carriages a month, with some
'~ - | models available’ throngh the

i Sears and Roebuckcatalog.
! “ Eventually, it became one of the

t manufacturers of sleighs
and cutters in the country.
“Salesman traveled all over

. the United State’s with that cat- *
: alog,” said Virginia Presson,
‘1 | manager of Wayne Historical
1 : Museum, which houses a Prouty -
: & Glass cutter. Orders were
: sent back, and the sleighs were
:  shipped by rail.-

At it's peak at the turn of the

" century, Prouty & Glass manu-
¢ factured 60 different ¢
: sleighs - smgle‘ and
. seaterg, spring and springless,
: and open dnd protected. Howev-
. er, the automobile dealt a death
. ‘blow to the carriage trade, and

es of
uble-

1nmomhuwimnhnﬂi.:

+ 'said Presson. 1 was nine years

y (ﬁ&lndinﬁhm!MWQMd 4

- “in the (school’s) south ‘windows
and watched the smoke.

Memories
A hundred years ago, long

before counties plowed snowy
roads, farmers nntcfled from -

wheell to runnérs come winter.
It was much easier to haul
heavy loads on sleds than on
wagons. After three seasons of

work in the field, farmers looked -
forward to visiting neighbors

during winter. .
It was a time for heavy lap
robes, foot warmers and sleigh

bells.

Jay Richards, 73, of Plymouth

- Tewnship doesn’t know if the

snappy, two-seated cutter he
and his brother and two sisters
rode in was made by Prouty &

Glass. All he remembers is that
“it was a cold, 2-1/2 mile ride

down Haggerty from his family’s
21-acre farm on Joy Road to the
one-room Hough School on War-

.ren Road in Canton Township.

g-gﬁ :

E';i"
i

'Ifyouludtnoluham, :

miiht ® he said:. He recalled
t least one spill. *It sort of
&ahckmttd’u i

*It was jw wmderful In thl
.~slci¢h ‘could hear the bells :
{ You were jult at peace
‘apid Betty

4 Sw of Ypsilanti in a Janu-
ary 1998 Westland. Oburvar S

evéryone,”

uﬁeh on tho eummnmty’l
ﬁtﬂont

She would ride in the family’s
bobsled covered with blankets

- made at the Monroe Woolen

moving to a 163-acre farm in-

w‘up oannrm
y grounds of John
: GknnH:ghSdnolinWenlnnd

AmArborafmyoaanu
ﬁmﬂydﬁh ‘have a

ther grandmother, Anna
.. had one: on her fnn; in th

Rock.

" Back in the "40s, whea Bun- -
_yea and her nbhnp visited
- Grandma Kaiser in the

Y winter,

“‘a ride around ‘the farm and
: down Tol

Road: Th:

Mills from wool sheared from [

her father's sheep.Her family

also owned a snappy two-seater .

cutter, which she donatéd to the
Welthnd Historical Museum

‘several years ago. “My. fnthor

had that sleigh for always,” she
said.Pat Bunyea comes from.a
farming family. She and her
husband farmed at twe locations
in Plymouth Township before

" one are wean

to Gnndma Kmurs bllnh‘.
the children stayed warm.,

'Sheu-dzoannhum
robg, but it wasn't really buffalo.

warm,” said Bupyea.

Today, few barns WW
.more alenghl. lnd fow: Ml‘ 0

have experienced the joy of rif-
ing t.hmugh a whtry m,
side in a ong-horse open sle
But for those who have, ﬂn

of sleigh bells ﬁnpm. s

' W The 50-plus employees of Prouty &

Glass Carriage Co. take a break from work to have

their Picture taken for pos
hots bic

terity. All the men save ;
ture may have been taken

shortly after the turn of the century

It was terribly. picky. lmt m )‘:

m Emnuludll sz
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cash back
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Rivers opposes banking bill,
says it may threaten privacy

the Financial Ser-
ernisation Act helps
services and hunnnea

globally com
poﬁdnhuhu-hudwnbuﬁ
ers between them, it may threat-

Althou
vices M
financial

en personal privacy, says US.

Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann Arbor,
in her monthly newsletter, “Cap-
ital Corner.™

“Domestically, however, the

‘bill means that these affiliated

institutions can share informa-
tion about their customers.
Omnnbly, this will allow com-
pamu to improve customer ser-
vice, but the possibility that it
will also allow them to deny ser-
vice or discriminate is simply too
great. For this reason, I voted
against the bill.”

The following are key aspects
of Act. S 800:

" parties. Th:

B The bill requires financial
institutions to “clearly and ¢on-
= ctices au:l.n policies
pra
the disclosure of non-p mdm‘
sonal’ lhfonuﬁon to nﬂm-tu

tion w:th non-affiliated third
e pravision prohibits
banks from releasing informa-
tion only if the consumer has
specifically instructed the insti-
tution not to share information.
Customers cannot opt out of
sharing their information with
third parties contracted to per-
form services on behalf of the
financial institution. Onte cus-
tomers decide not to optaout of
sharing their personal informa-
tion, however, they cannot

Rlvers i oA

chnnpt.lnirnm only switch
financial institutions.

=] Nan-nﬂliaud third parties
given access to customers® per-
sonal information may not pass
this information on to any other
non-affiliated third partiss.

B Unless the firm is eontract-
ed by the finaneial institution,
financial institutions may not
disclose customers’ account num-
bers or similar access numbers
to non-affilisted third parties for
un in direct mail

, or e-mail mrhﬁng

Under Act. 8. 900, it is the
consumers responsibility to pro-
tect personal information from
misuse, warns Rivers. “I encour-
age you to look at the fine print
when dealing with insurance
companieg and financial institu-
tions.”

school district’s Plymouth-Can-
ton Paraprofessional Associa-
tion, agreed. She said many
women in her union didn’t vote
or let their husbands vote for
them. “I'd tell them, ‘Well,

- honey, when you get in that

booth, you’re hubby is not
pulling that lever. You are.” Such
wussie people.”

Several of the nattendees
thanked Rivers for starting her
community coffee hours and said

getting to know your representa-
tive in Congress was the best
way to understand politics.
“You’ve got a firm supporter,”
said Jim Ball of Belleville. “I can
spot a phony from here to the
gas station.”

Ravert inquired about a law

"allowing people to carry con-

cealed weapons. “It won't stop
everything, but it will cut down
on crime,” he said. Rivers
explained that such law refers to

the threat of deadly harm. You
can’t shoot someone for stealing
your car unless your life was.
threatened. “It's a lesson people
would learn after the fact,” she
said.

Rivers predlcted Congress will
deal with proposed bills on erime
and taxes during the upcoming
election year. “Bills not intended
to pass into law but which
inflame the electorate.”

County parks ready for winter

What's the best cure for cabin
fever and wintertime blues?
Head for the friendly hills of
Wayne County Parks for lots of
fresh air and exercise.

Wax those skis and strap on

~ those boots. Cross-country skiing

on groomed trails is available

. this season from dawn until

dusk in a variety of locations,
including: Elizabeth Park in
Trenton; Hines-Park Nankin
Mills area in Westland; Hines

- Drive and Ann Arbor Road, just

aast of 1-275 at Newburgh Lake;
arrd Crosswinds Marsh Wetland
Interpretive Preserve in
Sumpter Township.

In November, the Wayne
County Regional Educational
Service Agency, announced a
new initiative, Operation
Achievement, that makes avail-
able $2 million in funding for
educators in Wayne County’s 34
public school districts. Educators

" interested in applying for grants

of $50,000 to $500,000 must
apply before Jan. 5, 2000.

“The goal of Operation
Achievement is simple: to dra-
matically increase achievement
for ALL students in Wayne

(

Fancy yourself a would-be
Michelle Kwan? The park sys-
tems has several ice rink .loca-
tions to accommedate skating
enthusiasts throughout the
county. Rinks are open at New-
burgh Lake at Newburgh Pointe
in Livonia (designate‘d areas),
Elizabeth Park in Trenton,
Wilcox Lake in Plymouth (desig-
nated areas), Hines Park-Perrin
area, and Hines Park Nankin
Mills area in Westland.

All rinks will be open during
the day, weather permitting. In
addition, the rinks at Elizabeth
Park and Hines Park Nankin

County,” said Mike Flanagan,
county superintendent. “Every-
one at Wayne RESA shares
responsibility with the local

- school districts for the education

of the nearly half-million chil-
dren in the county. We need to
work together to identify new
ways to reach more students,
teachers and administrators and
truly impact learning.”
Applications for Operation
Achievement are available
online at www.resa.net or by
calling (734)334-1311. All pro-

Mills are lighted and will be
open for night skating until 9
p.m.

If you get your thrills from
sledding, Wayne County Parks
has installed two ramps at the
Hines Park-Cass Benton area
just for you. There's also
enhanced parking to provide a
safe experience for children of all
ages. The Hines Park-Cass Ben-
ton sledding hill is-located off of
Hines Drive between Six and
Seven Mile Roads in Northville.

For information on skiing,
skating and sledding conditions,
call (734) 261-1990.

Grants available for county schools

jects submitted for consideration
should demonstrate what impact

the project will have on student’

achievement, mazximize use of
technology, demonstrate capaci-
ty building, link to the Michigan
Curriculum Framework and
must be completed by August 18,
2000. Preference will be given to
applications that reach the
largest potential audience, e.g.
all middle school science teach-
ers in Wayne County or all stu-
dents interested in advanced
placement courses.
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“Senate passes bills to make ‘dangerous animals’ illeg

T TaT——

Rl amh et sfenam b o

Thmwlwm,mw, 1999

BY MIER MALOTT
HoMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mEmeloti@homcosmm.mst

The sale and possession of

dangerous animals, including -

-dog crosses and other “large
carnivores” such as bears or
undomesticated cats, would be
illegal under a set of bills
approved by the Michigan Sen-
ate.

But critics were concerned

some family dogs might be con-
fused for wolf-
Members v 33-2 on Senate

Bill 782, sponsored by Sen. Bill
Bullard (R-Highland), and 29-5
on Senate Bill 208, sponsored by
Sen. Leon Stille (R-Spring Lake),
outlawing the dangerous ani-
mals Thursday, Deec. 2.

Both bills would allow those
who already own such exotic ani-
mals to keep their pets, but they

would be subject to a set of new
rules. Current owners would be
to:;:; tha dlnawu‘:
Warn passe t a
animal is housed there, would
not be allowed to leash their ani-
mals unattended in the yard,
and would have get an annual
permit from local animal control
officers

Both bills allow for destruction
of those animals if they harm a
human,

Sen. David Jaye (R-Macomb)
argued that both bills would
erode personal liberties, but he
was especially concerned about
the ban on wolf-dogs.

“You're going to condemn a lot
of innocent people to lose their
pets, their loyal family dog, and
people with modest incomes will
not have enough money to con-
test the claims by others that

Judge deriies_ motion
to stop deer hunting

BY TRAN LONGMOORE

HomeTown Communications
Network

Deer culls at Huron-Clinton
Metroparks went on as planned
recently. Dec. 3, Oakland County
Circuit Court Judge Barry
Howard denied a motion which
would have stopped upcoming
controlled deer hunts at Hudson
Mills and Stony Creek, and a
plan to use sharpshooters at
Kensington.

“Everything is going to happen
as planned, and as permitted by
state law,” said Steven Roach,
lawyer for the Huron-Clinton
Metropolitan Authority.

Judge Howard ruled that the
metroparks’ plans were in com-
pliance with state laws and that
the overpopulation of deer
threatened vegetation, other
wildlife and drivers on nearby
roads.

“Judge Howard’s ruling was
absolutely correct,” Roach said.

Nearly 600 deer in the three
parks will be trimmed bringing
the population down to.desired
levels. ]

The lawsuit, which sought to
delay the deer hunts until fur-
ther studies were done, was filed
in Federal Court last Wednesday
by the Milford-based Metroparks
Deer Preservation Council and
California-based Animal Protec-
tion Institute. U.S. District
Court Judge Avern Cohn
referred the case to Oakland
County Circuit Court.

Judy Brock, president of the
Metroparks Deer Preservation
Council, was disappointed by
Judge Howard's ruling.

“But during the suit, we've
won several small victories,”
Brock said.

Judge Howard has ordered the
parks to submit reports detailing
the number of deer killed. Since
Stony Creek Park abuts homes,
park officials will now. be
required to notify residents
when hunting is taking place.
Judge Howard also ordered that
all meat from the dear culling
will be donated to soup kitchens
and shelters.

The court will also maintain
Jjurisdiction with regard to the
implementation of the ruling.

According to Reoach, this
means that either party can
come back to the court should
there be further dispute.

Brock is also pleased because a
member of her council has been
invited to sit on the Wildlife
Advisory Committee for the
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority.

“So we've made some differ-
ence, and we'll continue to do
80,” Brock said.

Her' council still disputes
metroparks’ deer counts which
show a need for a trim in popula-
tion. She also said there are
more humane ways to trim popu-
lations, such as immuno contra-
ception or sterilization.

But Dave Moilanen,
spokesman for the parks, said
deer counts are about as accu-
rate as possible.

“I invite them to rent a heli-
copter and count themselves,”
said Moilanen.

Hunting remains the most ‘effi-

cient way to trim the population,

{ ~ hesaid.

“We've explored the other
options and they just aren’t plau-
sible,” Moilanen said. “Spotting,
catching and sterilizing one deer
can take 90 minutes. We don’t
have the time, money or people
to attempt something for 400

. e Sm ) e e aam i Gl pake o SR Sl e Gt ak rak e llier g Sl e i e T i

deer.”

Firearms hunts will take place
at Stony Creek Dec. 17-19. A
controlled archery hunt took
place Dec. 10-11 at Hudson
Milfs. At Kensington, park
rangers are currently training to
kill deer at night. The Kensing-
ton cull should take place some-
time in January.

Tran Longmoore can be
reached at
tlongmoore@homecomm.net

thui.dir dog is not a wolf-dog,” he .Mbn'Mmh

“There is no scientific way to

. visually, medically, or any way

through DNA testing to identify
what is 2 wolf dog ... I wonder
how many of you would think
that the Siberian husky is or
isn't a wolf dog? What about an
Alagkan malamute?”

8en. John Cherry (D-Clio)
noted that there are characteris-
tics which can be used to identify

X

o

Society of
St. Vincent de Paul

1-(313) 972-3100
14(800) 309-AUTO (2886)

For Furniture and Applisnce Donations

Call 1(877) ST-VINCENT

VING :
e S Bl
“Help Us Help Others” Q'I,

: &

B R b et
sﬁhmhumovmqr

Sen. David Jaye

R-llmlf

“A wolf tracks in a ltuight
line,” he said. “Hardly any dogs

.’

Please donate your motorized
vehicle directly to the Society of
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL. We help
1,000 of people through job
placement, food deposits and
children's camps. We sre one of
ihie ouly charieabls qegsniset

i that seeks sutomobiles to support
their own programs. This allows
more proceeds 1o go to the needy.

* Free Towing

¢ Any Condition Accepred
® Donation Is Tax Deductible

do that. Is the tail curled or
straight? Dogs’ tails are curled.

TAKE ADVANTAGE
NOW OF THE STRONG

No Duty, No Sales Tax ¢ Full
Premiums on U.S. Funds

s by flepin_

484 Pelingier, Windoor 1-519-253-5612
OPEN Mon. THROUGH SAT. 9-5:00

“Every 'oll-dq isa h?.'
he said, explaining why their
sale should be outlawed.

Both bills now move to the

House for approval. °
All local senators voted for the S

3

sets its own price. Your

2000 Cavalier® Coupe

31,500 cash Back’
or as low as
$199/Month
36-Month Lease

'499 Due at Lease Signing
No security deposit required

GM* Employees only:
31,500 Cash Back’

or
*179/Month"
36-Month Lease

254 Due at Lease Signing
No security deposn required

Make Your Money Count
with these offers on great Chevrolet® cars.

lax, tle, heense and registeation e extra

Tax, tithe, Iwense and registraton are cxtra

as low as

s269/Month
36-Month Lease

‘1;819 Due at Lease Signing
Includes secunity deposit

Tax. ntle, biense and registramon are ot

GM* Employees only:
‘50() Cash Back®

or

s 249/Month™

36-Month Lease

*874 Due at Lease Signing
Includes secunty deposi

Tan, nitle. Iwense and registraton zre extra

MAKE YOUR

MONEY
COUNT

or as low as

s209/Month’

36-Month Lease

or

36-Month 1 ease

v '639 Due at Lease Signing
d Includes secunty deposit

Tax, uthe

See your Chevrolet Dealer or go to www.chevrokct.com/yearend for more mformanon.

<"For Cash Back, you must take retail delivery from participating dealer stock by 1/3/00. Not available with
may vary. Cavalier payments based on 2000 Chevrolet Cavalier
based on a 2000 Chevrolet impala with MSRP of $19,787; 36 monthly payments total $9.684. Malibu
payments total $7,524. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount 10 ba determined at lease signing. GMAC
counties in IL. IN, IA, KY, MO, NE, NY, ND, OH, PA, SD and WV. You must take retail delivery from participating dealer stock by
Impala. Mileage charge of $.20/mile over 38,000 miles. Lessee pays for maintenance. repair and excess wear If lease term
Payments may be higher in some states. Not available with customer cash offers.

*Avaitable only to qualified GM Employees and eligible famity members who are residents of MI, MN. W1 and select
payments are for a 2000 Chevrolet Cavalier Coupe with MSRP of $14,340; 36 monthly payments total $6,444.
monthly payments total $8,964. Malibu payments are for a 2000 Chevrolet Malibu with MSRP of $17.215: 36

monthly payments
tobedetennhedatleasosignm.GMACmstapwoveloase.Ywmtakewddwymwmhgdmstod(
Lessee pays for maintenance, repair and excess wear. f lease terminates earty, lessee is kable for all unpaid monthly payments.

customer cash offers. All current GM-S program nules and restrictions apply. ©1999 GM Corp. Buckle up, Anferica! & 1-800-950-2438

special GMAC finance or lease offers. tExample based on survey

Coupe with MSRP of $14,340: 36 monthly payments total $7,164. Impala payments
based on a 2000 Chevrolet Malibu with MSRP of $17,215; 36 monthly
must approve lease. Available onty to residents of Mi, MN, W1 and select
1/2V00hCavalierCoupemdMaibuandby1/14/(Dfor
mates early, lessee is liable for all unpaid monthly payments.

1000 cash Back’ “

'1,509 Due at Lease Signing

Includes secunty deposit
Tax. nre. Inenw and regstration are extra

GM* Employees only:
1,500 Cash Back® :
s189/Month-

Iwense and registrarwon are ¢

counties in IL, IN. 1A KY, MO, NE, NY, ND, OH, PA, SD and WV. Cavalier
h\pdapawmtsarefaamctwdmlmpdamMSRPofﬂQJB?;SG
total $6.804. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount
by 1/3/00. Mileage charge of $.20/mile over 36,000 miles.

Payments may be higher in some states. Not available with
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Nankin Mills.

Workers at Ford Motor Co.’s
Sheidon Road Assembly Plant
donated $5,000 to the Friends of
Nankin Mills to help fund dis-
plays at the new center which

Mon-Sat. 10-8: Sunday 11-5

! r‘l 1"
VS e Tl T ;‘3.,

Retigerators!

!\&f[!ui d

~ Git: Rodger Caldwell, president of UAW Local 845, acce,

tion of $5,000 to the Sheldon Plant Community Service Committee. Attendi
.~ (left to right) Carol Clements of Wayne County Parks, Denise Johnson, president of
. Friends of Nankin Mills, Caldwell, and Kathy Myers, vice president of Friends of

opens next fall.

The contribution of the UAW
workers at the Sheldon Road
plant through their Sheldon
Plant Community Service Com-
mittee is the largest single con-
tribution made to the Friends of
Nankin Mills in its 10 year his-
tory./The donation was recog-
nizedg by the group and by
Waylte County Parks at their
annual holiday tree lighting on

- Satupday, Dec. 4.
i r Caldwell, president of

Local 845, accepted a certificate
in recognition of the donation. A
plaque will also be on permanent

" dieplay inside the interpretive

center.

As’the holiday season moves
into full swing, Wayne County
LightFest is bringing together
the sights and the sounds of the
season. -

Evbry Wednesday evening at 8
p-m., area choirs will perform at
LightFest as part of the event's
“Light Up the Night with Song”
series. Choirs will offer songs to
celebrate the season at the War-
rendale site.

On Wednesday, Dec. 22, the
Renaissance Choir from Detroit’s
Renaissance High School will
add their voices to the night at

ts acertiﬁcau for a dona-

were

Workers at Sheldon Road Assembly
donate $5,000 to Nankin Mills fund

This is not the building’s first
connection with the Ford Motor
Co. Once a working grist mill,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>