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Player collapses at game, dies
BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth Salem junior Mark Bolger loved being part ·
of the Rocks basketball team. He was far from being
the star player, but he loved the camaraderie with his
teamrnates.

"He was the 12th man, but he loved being a part of
the fight and the strategy," said his father, Jeff. "He'd
only play about 30 seconds or a minute. and that was
generally if the team was in a position that allowed for
him to get in. But he knew and accepted his role.

Today, Bolger's family of Plymouth Township is

struggling to understand why their son collapsed dur-
ing halftime of Friday night's home game with Livonia
Stevenson, before being-pronounced dead at- St. Mary
Hospital in Livonia.

lie was one of my best friends, one of the best people
I know,» said Jeff Bolger. He was very smart, and
while not the best athlete, loved to compete."

Jeff Bolger was called by the public address announc-
er to the boys lockerroom at halftime. When he arrived,
he saw coaches attempting CPR on Mark.

He was grasping for a breath, and then stopped
breathing," said Bolger, who assisted in trying to resus-
citate his son. "I tried as hard as I could, everybody

did."

Canton Township EMS arrived and transported the
16-year-old student to St. Mary's.

"He was at the hospital for about 20 minutes before
he passed away," said his mother, Pam.

Rocks' coach Bob Brodie said Mark collapsed during
his halftime talk.

"He was sitting down and then he slumped over,
said Brodie. "We 'gently laid him down and began ('PR. h
I stayed with him until the ambulance left."

The rest of the team was sent back onto the floor at

See TRAGEDY, A4 Mark Bolger
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Pit stop: A Cessna tbur-seater is backed
into the maintenance hangat Airport activity takes OF with changes

BY TONY BRUSCAm
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The Plymouth District Library. 223 S.
Main. will be closed to patrons for at least
a week because of water damage from a
broken sprinkler system feed pipe.

"A pipe over the fireplace area.exploded,
blew a hole through the plaster, and
sprayed part of the Dunning Parlor," said
Steve Harper, library board treasurer.
"The water sprayed into the room and
soaked some magazines and books.

"However, most of the damage occurred
when the water flowed behind the walls to

the lower level, soaking two-thirds of the
lower level carpet,"added Harper.

Harper did not have an immediate cost
estimate of damages.

The pipe burst about 4:20 p.m. Friday

See UOR4RY, A4
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To borrow a phrase, Canton-Ply-
mouth Mettetal Airport has come a
long way, baby.

Since being purchased by the
Michigan Bureau of Aeronautics in
1993, the 63-acre facility at the cor-
ner of Joy and Lilley roads has
undergone dramatic changes.

From improved maintenance and
runway lighting to state-of-the-art
weather tracking and a new plane
taxiway, Mettetal has received
much more than a cosmetic face-lift„
according to state and local officials.

A great deal of positive things
have happened since the state pur-

_chased it," said Al
Bosonetto president
of Expahiental Air-
craft ssotiation
chapte!6413. "Man.
agementi*.more sta-
ble. Maintenance of

the grounds is better.
I don't think anybody
sees long grass or
things in disarray
anymore. It has
become a first-class

organization."

One of the people
most responsible for
Mettetal's turnaround

is kandy Coller. The Doug Klt:e
bureau of aeronautics

licensing and enforcement manager
acts as supervisor of the airport.

He recently made a state-of-the-
airport presentation to Canton's
Board of Trustees. Coller outlined

work done at Mettetal since 1993.

"I'm pleased with the progress
we've made," he said. "I think we've

done what we said we would do."

The bureau, which is a division of
Michigan's Department of Trans-
portation, has completed more than
50 projects at Mettetal since taking
over.

Improvements

"It was in pretty bad shape when
we bought it," said Coller. "There was
a lot of deferred maintenance. Many

of the· hangars were in bad shape as
well.

Enclosed counterweights for doors,
roof replacement and other repairs
have been done to the airport's

hangars. A 14-unit 1-hangar," which
cost $450,000, was also installed.

Mettetal currently has 126
hangars. Coller said
more will be added as

soon as funding allows.
"I'd like to see more

new hangars," added
Fixed Base Operator
Doug Kitze. "We have
a waiting list of 200
plus.

Mettetal's runwav

WaS rebuilt and

widened. Coller said

drainage was improved
and the runway

enlarged from a width
of 45 to 75 feet for safe-

ty.
"Forty five feet 1,4

very narrow," he

added. 'If there were significant
crosswinds, it was difficult to land.

The taxiway adjacent to the run-
way was also redone. Pilots previous-
ly had to steer through several turns
before taking off.

"It's a straight shot now." Coller
said.
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Historical view: The Mettetat

appeared in 1954. Recent imi
facility,

The runway's lighting system was
modernized, too. Precision Approach
Path Indicator lights were installed
to, again. enhanct· sitlety, Coller said

Beyond the runway, a 20.000-gal-
lon fuel farm was installed. It allows

pilot> to fuel planes themselves.
Mettetal's terminal building was

spruced up with new carpeting and
painting. Coller said a key move was
paving the parking adjacent to the
building.

-That was the firgt thing we did.
he snid. "That went n long way to
iniproving the airport's appearance "

Jack-of-all-trades 9
Kitze wears nmny hats at Mene-

tai, including maintenance man
When it snows he's the one who

clearK the runway lIe'll also be the
une who cuts the grass and {lorn. the
landscaping this summer

thanks to an influx of funds from the state.

As fixed base operator. Kitze i 4
responsible ft, r coll*,cting·hangar
rents and repairing airplanes when ·
nerded. In short. if it need.4 to be

di,ne at Mettetal. see Doug
"1'in generally here seven day: a

week." he said.

Kitze. who I)(·came Metti·talk FBO

in 1994. also runs a flight :(·hot,1
lbs aviation school is currenth

working with about 10(} students
Would-be pilots range from pkirly

teens ti, late 70.;. according to Kitze
Le:*ons are conducted every dav at
the airport.

Kitze believes In getting Students
offthe ground - in a hurry

"Many of' our first Ii·.>on··. .irc m

the air," he coniniented. -1 f yon £ 4,8
drive to the miiri,t,rt, you Can fly n

planE·.7
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Students know Marti Coplai as "the
picture lady" who brings art into their
classrooms. The Plymouth arts commu-
nity recognizeg Coplai 88 the tireless
volunteer who is a mainstay at the
Joanne Winkleman Hulce Center for
the Arts on Sheldon Road.

Coplai, a volunteer and board mrm-
ber for the Plymouth Community Arts
Council, is honored this year with the
Ciara Camp Plymouth Citizen of the
Year Award, given by the Plymouth
Community Foundation. The award
recognizes an individual from the Ply-
mouth community for his or her com-
mitment to the betterment of their

hometown during the past year.
Sally Welch, Ray-Muelker, Gordon

Chapin and Richard Swanagan are
finalists. Awards will be presented at
6:30 p.m. Feb. 12 at Fox Hillo Country
Club.

Marti Coplai poses for a portrait
Arts Council ThursdaY.

Patt of making n cammumt> ,·11,rant
requires people to give.,lupport in their
aream of intrremt,' Coplai vaid 1 think
that the key iR to find s,inwilum: vou
are interested in und gn·r n littlr. Tlw
arts round out n commumtv "

Coplai, a Plymouth resitlent for
almoot Mix yearM, who i.11'1 An artist
herself. haa worke•(1 1,1 the cr,wtivt· fie·Id
of advertioing. "1'm irn art,+ wi,ium br."
she Raid

R-7141(m) 11,1411 111 R•• 11%-

at the Pl>·mouth CommunifY

1 )thi·r. spritk Ingh]> iiI her
She Is a me 1,1-1,1'its III-,·.1111  lum'

trut·,7 wri,1,· .|1·111),ter Tohin, dit·Vill,1 i,t

tht· .humne Winkl,·man Iltil,·1· C,·1,11·1
for t}w ArtA. in her ni,Iiliti,Ilion letter
"Marti (Ine•:4 Whal,vin' 11 t.ike, to maki·

a program or event run :montht, Slu·.>
(1(717,· it ;,11 £11 11· 14'AC (otinlinalat

fur th,· Art Volunt,·rr li·021';am. i·,litt,t

Pleawe •re COPLAI, 12

For th,· firht time 1,1 iii·.wh 20 #, al.

Phmmith ,% 1]1 h,lic· It. „ 11 1,1,1*·i,i:11
di·nt ommunitv bank

1'4·11(111'\R 1'1'kfill.,ti,i-# .ipprin:,1 thi
111:inI,KI·ment t,•am ot l'poplt-·, >41:11{
liank in the ('11.wir<b,unc Square on
Main Street Hill purili:r« thi .t--,·t.,>t
Ihi· (·1111'1'111. hank .ind It•i m N,·w 1.11,11

1, Hank

Wr'll .,cqi,tre thi·· .1.*rt- tit thi·
4.mt·|} .in,1 -·1 thl· up a..1 brand ]11·
1,=rnk th.it will I„;,im,· til,•-r:111(,It:,1
9„11,·11111,.' In 1:110' .!une 1,1 1·:Ith ·Iul\.

witil Itil! (1111.,m. th,· 1,17·111•'1 &1,, pn .4
-1,|t·lit 1,1 (,prtatttin. .11 P,·•)pit'* Stat•
,It:·ink. H hi, will 4,0.,mi i,11,· ill t|u ,|11'('c
tt,1.. ,In{1 2,lficer> 01 111,· Ii,·u linitril m I

11)41111111#,1 "lht: %·111 be an 111,|11):·Ii
il,int h.ink u ith it. oun 1,0,1,·il ot {bre·c

tt,i'. ultit 11 111 ik, - il '*IA ll'·41,11)11% '111

ull,·11· 11 4 ':4,111R U-,· It look al th,

Plen•r Ner BANK. A:1

7
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Helping hando
If Coller and Kitze are Mette-

tai'o glue, the citizens advisory
board i the backbone.

The seven-person board was
formed shortly after the state
took over. Chairman Mark Mer-

lanti says the board's most
important function ia to provide
a forum for frank discussion

about the airport.
*When airport issues come

up,» he maid, *they can be heard
in a public forum where anyone
can attend."

The board consists of four

state-appointed representatives,
two Canton residents and one

from Plymouth Township. Mer-
lanti said the board is a "proce-
dural animal" that has no bind-

ing authority.
The board meets monthly.

Merlanti said his job is to run a
smooth meeting and make sure
the right federal, state or local
officials are on hand to answer

questions.

"We have the appropriate peo-
ple at the meetings at the appro-
priate times,» Merlanti said.

Numbers up
From all indications, improve-

ment and administrative efforts

have paid off for Mettetal.
Since its takeover, move-

ments,» which encompass take-
offs and landings, have doubled.
Mettetal registered about 30,000
movements in 1993.

That number jumped to about
85,000 by 1998, according to
Coller. He said that's more than

most similar-sized airports and

nearly 20,000 movements more
than Jackson's airport which has
two runways.

Mettetal's activity level could
go even higher in years to come.
While no plans are on the board,
Coller said the possibility of
adding a restaurant to the air-
port exists.

It would provide revenue and
exposure for Mettetal, he

explained. Bownetto said its not
uncommon for a group of pilots
to fly to specific airports for
breakfast or lunch just for the
fun of it.

"We call it the $500 burger,»
hejoked.

Aviation junkies
Bosonetto's Experimental Air-

craft Association chapter has
called Mettetal home for nearly
four decades.

Our organization is for people
that love airplanes," he said.
"We love to talk about them and

work on them.

Besides pursuing their hobby,
EAA members take an active

role at the airport. Bosonetto
said they help with maintenance

and even don a paint-cap when
needed.

In addition, Chapter 113 con-
ducts safety seminars and
awards scholarships to aspiring
pilots. Then there's the Father's
Day Fly-In/pancake breakfast.
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Planes sit on the runway outside the main hangar at Mettatal Wednesday.
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for the newsletter, advisory committee, ArtReach
founder, dinner·function chair, DIA trip for fifth
graders, and lots of behind-the-scenes work."

Betsy Calhoun, assistant director of the arts cen-

ter, admires Coplai's enthusiasm. "She's a real go-
getter, Calhoun said. "Some of our programs
wouldn't happen without her assistance. Arts are
something you feel about. It's not just a job. The

arts is something Marti feels."
Coplai began her volunteer efforts when her old-

est son was in kindergarten. Faced with the many
requests from the school district for volunteers she
found her niche as an art volunteer.

She and co-chair Noreen Desilets run the Art

Volunteer Program and have organized 200 volun-
teers, primarily parents, who present art, sculp-

ture, and culture to 20 schools in the Plymouth
Canton Community Schools District.

"We provide portfolios containing art prints and
sculpture boxes," she said.

The portfolios hold about seven poster-size
reproductions with common elements. The sculp-
ture boxes hold tactile reproductions that allow
children to hold and pass the objects around the

classrooms.

She's also active with ArtReach, the group which
schedules quarterly luncheons with artists who
speak about their work. Proceeds from these lun-
cheons go to send all fifth-graders in the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community Schools district to the
Detroit Institute of Arts.

9.-L
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 PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE
W CITY OF PLYMOUTH, M[CHIGAN

**/ WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9,20007.00 PM

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Wednesday,
February 9,2000 at 7:00 PM;in the Commission Chambers of the City Hall
to consider the following:

PUBUC HEARING

AUTOGIASS & ACCESSORI*$

Cantpn WE'VE MOVED TO..

19moutn Store Opens Feb. 7th
605 W Ann Arbor Rd.

Glymouth J

SHURGARD STORAGE CENTER

Notice is hereby given that the following unit(s) will be sold to the highest
bidd- by open auction on February 25,2000 at approximately 9:30 am at
Shur*ard Storage located at 2101 Haggerty Rd, Canton. MI 48187. i 313)
981-0300.

Unit #3032 - Steven Hewer - Bookshelf, Baby Furniture, Misc Toys. Curio
Cabinet, Misc. Boxes

Publi,h· January 27 and 30.2000

(Just East of Main St. ) 1
Proposed resoning from B-3 General Business

to B-2 Central Busine-

 GETA REMOTE START iLegal Description
The property to be considered for rezoning is situated in the block bounded FOR YOUR SWEETHEART St. Raphael Catholic School !
by Main Street on the west, Ann Arbor Trail on the north, Deer Street on 4
the east and Wing Street on the south. More particularly described as: REG. $349 NOW $189 INSTALLED 31500 Beechwood • One block north of Ford Road. 0# Merriman ¥

"-TV--L-

789 W Ann Arbor Trail

777 W Ann AttorTrail

747 W Ann Arbor'I'rail

729 W Ann Arbor Trail

711 W AnnA:bor'hil

471 & Main Street

477 S Main Street

536 S Main Street

LIN.01-4,[D-4,"00
Lot 703 Ae,emaors Pb:mouth Plat Na 20

Lot 704 As,-0,3 Plymouth Plat No. 20

L* 706 A-asors Plymouth Plat No. 20
Lot 706Aase.*o,B Plymouth Plat No. 20

Ii* 7(77 Am-om Pb,mouth Plat No. 20

18& 736 and 737 Also Ely M of l.£* 738
Also Nly 4 ofA,b Vac Street
Asseeaors Plymouth Plat Na 20

Wly MofL*738A1.0 Lot 739
Also Nly K OFA,ti Vac Street
A-eeeors Plymouth Plat Na 20
PartofL*.74010 748

Incl and Plut of Id 750

De- Beg At SE Cor d
L*748THN5DEG 31M00SE

136FrTH N77DEG 04,4 15SW

302.9 PI'THS5DEGAMBSW
189.92FrTH S 78DEG 51M 349 E

148.24FTTH N9DE(™MOOS E
48.41Fr'Ill 977DEG 2114 0:S E

151.731Ttothe POBALgo Lot 749

Asiegion Plymouth Plat Na 20
TlS R8E I.68 P42 WCR

k WARM
U STARTS

006-100703·000

006-100704000

006-100706000

006-100706000

006-10€,707-000

006-180736000

006-1073802

00610·0740802

YOUR LEASE TURN IN SPECIALISTS

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT  EXPERT DETAILING 
, We Hin,Ii All Iniurance Claim•

Mobili Sorvlce AvaN-• , Four Packages to choose from: 
UP TO P.-0- -*GO 2

$1250Fp
p.-8 -$89DEDUCTIBLE

CALL OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM FOR DETAILS

t.. 734-453-4999 Saturday 8-2
Mon-Fri. 8-6

L.94@82/

.......... HOW TO REACH US --········

*G foR '

BODY 0
BOWL

*4EL sc,SO
CALL

425-9771

OPEN HOUSE

7 pm-8:30 pm Wed., Feb. 2

Non Catholics
Also Welcome

Garden City '
.9

St. Raphael's -
A School With

Something Extra:

• Religious Education ,
• Academic Excellence '

• Work Ethic

• Community Minded

• Art, Gym,
Music, Computers

• Field Trips 1
• Average Class Size - ·

25 Students

• Full and Viday kindergarten
11

• Bus Service Available

506 & Main Street Phrton- 740 743AND 744 00610·074&303

Al,o Sly >5 AA Vac Street
D- M Beg NaDEG 51M 249 E
8.7Fr#unSWarofI,*744
TH N5DEG 511{ 243 E 836FrTH
977DEG 61M 408 E 167.871FI'TH

SEDEX; 02M 069 W 8533 FI'TH

N77DEG 04M 159 W 165.67FI' TO
The POB Ae-ors Plymouth Plat No. 20
TlS R8E L68 P42 WCR

707 Deer Stn,et aut oflnts 744 745 AND 746 006-10-074+304

Aim 84 XM Vac Street
Deec As Beg NGDEG 31M E 46.25
Fr F*m SE Coro,Ii* 746 TH
N77DEG0,M 15SW 13723FTTH

NEDEC]02M0OSE 85.33FTTH
£77DEG 51M 406 E 136.22FTTH
SaDEG 31M E 87.32Fr to the POB '
TlS R8E L68 P42 WCR

575 & Main Street 918FT ofLot 750A1.0 14 751 006-10·0750002

A-e-orm Plymouth Plat Na 20
574 D- Street Lot 752 A.-01 Plymouth Plat Na 20 0(* 160752-000

7«WkStreet 6*753Ae,emeor,Plyn¥]uthplat Na 20 006-10*753000
506 a Main Street I.* 7644,8-orn Plyn,x,th plat No. 20 006-10075+000

PUBLIC HEARING

Propooed rezoning from B-1 General Bu•ines• and RM-1 Multiple
Fhmily Reaidential

1» B-1 General Budne-

Legal Description

The property to be considered for rezoning is the southeamt corner of Ann
Arbor Trail and Mill Street, also known u 138 E. Ann Arbor Trail and
vicant property. More particularly deecribed u:
Part of Leta 890,894,895, and 896 of 'ASSESSOR'S PLYMOUTH PLAT
NO. 24" OF PART OF THE Eut M of Sections 26 and 35, T.1 8., R.BE.. City
of Plymouth, Wayne County, Michigan, u recorded in Liber 69 of Plato, page
46, Wayne County Records, and being more particularly d-cribed u:
Commencing ar the Northweet corner ohaid Lot 898; thence S.58 deg. 31'
360 E. 44.45 feet along the Southerly right of way line ofAnn Arbor Trail (66
f.t wide) to the POINT OF BEGINNING: THENCE CONTINUING
ALONG SAID Southerly right of way line the R,!lowing two (2) cour-0 Ind
di.tane-: 8.68 des. 31' 35" E 167.73 feet, and 123.49 bit along thl amota
euril to thi leA, having a ridii of 2700.00 1* a central angle of 02 44
ST 14", and a long chord bearing S. 69 deg. 88' 47' E. 123.48 f-: thi- 11
24 d., 36' 077 W. 122.47 f- thene, N. 69 de, 33' 21' w. 170.60 f-; theoe,
N. 23 de, 09 27" W. 84.69 feet to • point on the Eaoterly right dway 1160 of
Mill St,-t; and thence N. 02 de, 17 24" W 94.60 f,* 8101, Ild *uterly
right Of mly lino to the POINT OF BEGINNING Codtaining 0.67 .cree of

Circulation Nightline 734-953-2008

Clasillied AdvertIng ..................................734-591-0900

Dliplay Advertising ......................................734591-2300

Home Delivery 734-591-0500

News,oom FAX 734-591-7279

Newiroom 73*953-2104

0&E Online*www.observer eccentr,c.com .............248-901-4716

Photo Rep,Ints** 734-591-0500

Reader Comment Une .................................734-953-2040

Sports Nightline 734-953-2104

* OnLine - www. observer-eccentric.com -can be accessed with

Just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You
gre able to send and receive unlimited e-mail, access all features
of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Canton Observer
and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users
across town or across the country.
* *Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our
staff photographers. Please provide publication date, page number
and description of the picture, which must have been published
within the past Six months. Prints are $20 for the first print, $7.50
for each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or cred,t
card). ,

11- ifi -,

Plymouth ®bserver
A HomeTown Communications Netwbrk™ publication
794 South Main, Plymouth, MI 48170

(Between Ann Arbor Rd. and Ann Arbor Tr., across from March Tire)

SU-CRIPTION RATE.:

CARRIER DFI IVERY MAIL DELIVERY

8 BIBLE STUDY 4
IR FOR k

Each week we will explore down-

to-earth answers for problems
related to.

Making things right with others
Forgiving those who have hurt
you,

Conquering impure thoughts,
Winning the battle with ·pride and
selfish ambition,

Learning to be totally honest and
transparent.

Living as a peacemaker in a

world of broken relationships

And living up to all you know to
be right so lips and ble may

agree

TO REGISTER CALL: ,

(734) 453-1525

. /4kl.

SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

FOR
ORDINARY PEOPLE

God has a plan for changing us frocr, what.
we used to be,nto what we ve become and

linally into everything we could be Find out
how by attending ou,

Women's Bible Study ./, 1 I,on ' Spiritual
Disciplines for
Ordinary People
This ts a Bible Study
for women who want

16 live holy bves ana
are always on the
lookout lor help lo
sptritual maturity

The study will be held ori Wednesday
evenings for 10 weeks from 7 00·8 00 p m
beginning Wednesday, February 2 2000
The cost of the book is $8 00

Mymouth Church ofthe Nazarene
45801 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth

(1/4 Mile West of Sheld,in Roadl 1

B YOURalILD
HAWKi 11OE

MAKiNG TIE GRADE?
Club Z! offers affordable one.on-hne
tutoring in the comfort of your borne!
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One year.........................$47.40 One year.......................$55.00

One year (Sr. Citizen)..$38.00 One year (Sf. Citizen) ......$44.00
Niwitand.............75¢ per copy One year (outof County) ..$65.00

One year {out of State)...$90.00

All-Oftls}fl publlihed in the Canton Obse,ver 1§ lubject to the conditions stated in the
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• Qualified Teachen • All Subjects
• Remedial and Enrichment Programs

• Complimentary Evaluation
Call For More Information:

734-844-0078
www. clubitutoring.com
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