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Glass action: Members of

the Michigan Depression

Glass Society, which .

meets in Livonia, sparkle

with.pleasure over the

beauty of the pieces and
‘the memories the items
-evoke./D6

‘Moody Blues: “We've never
been arrested for any-
thing and we’ve always
sung in tune,” jokes
drummer Graeme Edge,
who talks about the

band’s successful journey
through rock history./E1

Cupid’s Night Out: A festi-
val presented by Olupus,
an alternative folk-pop
quartet, on Friday, Feb.
11, will feature Redford
residents Chris Davidson,
lead vocalist, and gui-
tarist/singer Jake
Miller./E1
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Sales keep bubb!lng
Almost every community
has seen the value of
homes rise since last year
at this time. /F1
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As Seedli_ng’s of God, we barely blossom on earth; we fully flower in heaven.’

STAFF PHOTOS BY PALL HURACHMANN

In memory: Nearly 300 students, friends and famzly turned out Mondav for a cand!ellght vigil, sharmg hu;:\ aml memories of Mark
Bolger, who died unexpectedly Friday mght Below, students paid tribute to Bolger on “The Rock.” ‘

Commumty says goodbye

Friends, family
pay final

respects to teen

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER :

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

More than a thousand people, half of
them Plymouth-Canton high school
students, paid their final respects to
Mark Bolger during funeral services at
NorthRidge Church in Plymouth
Township Tuesday morning.

The hour-long memorial was a cele-
bration of the life of Bolger, 16, of Ply-
mouth Township, who collapsed last
Friday evening during halftime of a

Salem basketball game in which hé -

He was pro-
at St.

‘had just competed.
nounced dead a short time later
Mary Hospital in Livonia.

“He will be missed, but never forgot-
ten,” said Pastor Brad Powell. “Every
one of you who have been touched. by
his life, and now tragically torn by his
death, will always be better for having
known him. His life made an impact
and will ge on beyond his years.”

Several of Mark’s classmates paid

tribute by telling stories about him on
the stage where his basketball warm-
ups and school jacket represented No.
30.

“I had him help me with my personal
wardrobe because he was always the
best-dressed kid I ever met,” smid John
Little, a 1999 Plymouth-Salem gradu-
ate and former cross country class-
mate. “Before I left for college, Mark
and I went to the mall to do some shop-

ping.

“When we had team spaghetti din-
ners at Mark’s house ... he would
always volunteer to hold onto the
bread sticks for us. He would al'vays
eat them before we got there

“Mark was admired by his team-
mates, and we all tred to emulate his
confidence,” said Little. “He was a
total team plaver, and would always

In their grief,
frtends family find:
_way to hang on

“We have Ho =
regrets as par
ents We loved
him fully and
deeply and he
knew 1"
Jeft and
Pant Bolger

One by one,
they edged
toward the
microphone,
taking cen- )
ter stage for a few brief moments i
tragedy they can't understand but are
forced to accept

One by one, th
grieving toncs, notwanting t¢ sas
goodbye but determiried to do wt voht
to da him justice

More than a thousand people cro
ed into the auditorium ar North Rid
Church Tuesday to pay tl
and celebrate the life of 16-vear-pld
Mark Jeffrey Bolger. Bolger d {
denly Fraday night after being stricken
during halfume of a Plvmouth Salem
basketball game

Hun\!lul-, of the were kid
just hke Mark. classmates and friends

V. spoke 1n halting

1CIT respects

13
1

visitors

Please see BOLGER, A2

Please sce FAREWELL, A2

Library hopes to be up,

running early next week

BY TONY BRUSCATO .
STAFF WRITER =

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Damages from a broken water pipe
which flooded the Plymouth District
Library on Main Street are oxpoct(-d to,

Winter
cléaning:
Fans,
dehumidi-
fication
tubes and
- disarray
are the
business
of the day
at the Ply-
mouth
District

~ Library
following
a burst
sprinkler

- system.

reach approximately £100,000
That’s the estimate from Frank Bel
lomo, the divigion manager for INRE
CON, a reconstruction company which
is handling the clean-up from last Fr
day’s imcident, which has kept the
library doors closed since

then
“This was a major pro
jecet,” said  Bellomo

“There was three inches
of water on the lower
floor, where most of the
damage occurred ”
Library director Pat
Thomas sad she expects
the facility to reopen
Monday at the earhiest
The clean-up became
a bit more complicated
beeausge some of the dry
wall had to be replaced.
and the environmental
peaple are checking for
any bacteria,” smd
Thomas. “We're trying
to save the damaged car

Please see LIBRARY, AL

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe. homecomm.pet

Plymouth Township Supervisor
Kathleen Keén MceCarthy thinks
competition 18 healthy when at
comes to elections

Good thing, because she's about to
have some company

Keen MceCarthy, the two-term
~U;w|'\.‘|.~"ul‘ whao ,lnnuum'ml recently

~ she will seek a third term. will face

at least one challenger. and could
have others whet the May 16 filing
deadline for local elections passes

Kenneth D, Curme, a recived
banker who now does finineial con
sultiper, saad Tuesday he w
lenge Keen MceCarthy

“[ haven't filed any paperwork vet

)
I chal

but I awm going to be runming,” =axd
Curie, a-20-vear township resident

“T've got a record of smooth transi
tion with growth and a strong record
of financial plannie 1 want to con

Retired banker says
he’ll run for supervisor

T T Plense see SUPERVISOR, A\

—

tinue-to see thy mmunity b
'__'n-x(l ;)! 1Ce L0 WOrte i live

State Rep. Gerry Law (R-Ply
mouth), meanwhil ud rume
about his intenti cek the
SUpervisor s oftice are it least tor
the moment - unfounded

“I"'m- not interested,” Law id
\\‘\‘dlil -‘.i‘\ morninge ]!: not one ot
those people who save Read nmiy
tips' or anything, but T haven’t
planng d on runnming for that oth 1
haven't talked to anyone abou i
ning tor the offies

Keen -McCarthy, -eleeted the {irst
time in 1992, welcomes anv and -all
conmers

“I ithink 1t 12 alwa d for vt
ers to have DROrturty to look at
chiterent perspectives v they can
make an informed chotoe Keon

McCarthy said. “T welecome the chal

fenge’

Currre was president and chiog
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include everyone and make sure
they felt welcome. Mark Bolger
never smd an unkind word about
anyone.”

Much of the same was echoed
by others who spoke.

“When you think about Mark,
his character, his kindness, his
competitiveness, are only part of
the words to describe him,” said
Jeff Baker, Plymouth Salem var-
sity track and cross country
coach.

Baker also told the gat.hering
that Mark “will live on” because
his organs have been donated to
others who need them.

Steve Bernacki, friend and one
of eight pallbearers, said finding
out about Mark’s death was the
worst day of his life, but one in
which he learned to remember
the good times.

“His mom was so comforting ...
and I began to look at the old
times as the best times, and my
emotions became happiness and
joy,” said Bernacki. “He was
always so quiet, but he would
break up the silence by telling a

» joke to make us laugh.”

The service also featured a
video presentation of Mark’s life,
and a song written for Mark
which was performed by three
students.

- Mourners were able to view
the casket, which had notes of

' BOlger from page Al

good-bye and farewell written all
over it, one last time at the end
of the service,

The funeral was the last piece
of an emotional week for high
school students. After Mark’s
death, many paid their respects
at the Vermeulen Funeral
Home, signing the casket and
talking with the Bolger family. A
good number spent time at the
Bolger home, where they were
comforted by the family who had
just lost their son.

Nearly 300 students, teachers
and parents braved windchill
temperatures below zero Mon-
day night to attend a candlelight
vigil at “The Rock” in front of
Plymouth Salem High School.
For nearly 90 minutes many told
stories, read poems, prayed and
cried.

“I moved to Plymouth in see-
ond grade and Mark became my
best friend,” said Brian Hull of
Plymouth Township. “He was a
perfect kid in every way, never
made fun of anyone when every-
one else did. He just had a great
character about him that made
you want to be the best person
you could be.”

The Bolger family attended
the vigil, overwhelmed by the
show of support for their family
and son. .

“This is beyond what we ever
expected,” said Jeff Bolger,

" Farewell -' frém page Al

HEHERREOR

o AR RS RET

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Show of support: Friends and teammates escort the
casket of Mark Bolger from the church following Tues-

day’s memorial seruice.

Mark’s father. “We loved our
son and thought he was special,
but we didn’t know just what he
meant to other people. It’s just
amazing to see how many people
came to see us.”

Bolger said representatives of
Seaborn Handy, a 16-year-old
Detroit teen who collapsed and
died at the Wolverine Recre-

ational Center in Detroit on the
same night Mark died, brought
flowers and a basketball during
their visit to the funeral home to
express their sorrow.

Mark’s cremains will be
interred on the Massachusetts
beach near his grandparents
home, where his family visits
every summer.
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bound together by feelings, by circumstances
they couldn’t control. Nearly 300 of them
turned out Monday for a candlelight vigil,

gathering in the wicked cold, warmed by

memories of the friend they had lost, of the
love they had gained.

Some of the memories poured out at Tues-
day’s funeral. Jghn Little, a 1999 Salem grad
and a two-year teammate of Mark’s told of
his friend’s confidence, of his sagacity,. of his

‘gifts. Moments of levnty lifted spirits, if only

briefly.
“He was the best dressed kid I ever met,”

" Little said. “Before I went to college, Mark

and I went to the mall. Mark was a winner.
m sports, in school and in life.”

More than 1,000 people sat in rapt atten-
tion, eyes wet, hands shaking a bit, watching
a video presentation that showed Mark in
situations you'd expect to find a kid who'd
lived a scant 16 years: his baby picture, tak-

" ing a bubble bath; playing on the beach with

his dad.
The incongruity, of course, was the setting,

the last place you'd expect to find a 16-year-
‘old boy: a funeral. It's the part we don’t
understand, the part that keeps us up

nights, the stark realization that misfortune
doesn’t just happen to the other guy. -

That realization must have been painful to
teammates gathered at a friend’s house Fri-
day after the game, when the news came of
Mark’s death. :

“When 1 was told Mark died late Fridny, it
was the scariest thing I'd ever heard,” team-
mate Steve Bernacki said. “Then I talked to
his mom, and she calmed me down. Now I
can look back on the old times.” i
* The old times? Sixteen-year-old kids are
supposed to be talking about the future.
They aren’t supposed to have old times yet.
It’s sad when kids are forced to talk about
the old times because there aren’t going to
be any new ones.

‘ There were tales of Mark’s personality.
His-fondness for the “Bench Brigade” and its
dogged determination to get the seating

_order right when the basketball team finally

started winning. His tap on a friend's shoul-
der everyday before sixth period, a tap she
knew without looking, without hesitation,
came from Mark, offering whatever small
gesture that would make her feel better.
Even in death, Mark Bolger found a way.
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to help people. His organs are now helping
others'live healthier lives. He lives on in oth-
ers, and in a world sorely lacking in positive
energy, that has to be a good thing.

“He was a selfless and gifted young- man,”
Pastor Brad Powell said. “All of you who
were touched by his life, ahd are now torn by
hig death, will be better for having known
him.”

Those who love him will realize that even-
tually. Three friends got up and sang a song
of hope, and hope WI“ be there, too. Eventu-
ally.

On this day, though, hundreds of friends
and teammates wondered what there is to
hope for. On this day, amid the tears and the
bright memories of a friend gone too soon.
without answers as to why, they knew one
simple fact: One of their friends is dead.

Their search for answers unsatisfied, they
cling to the one thing they can count on right
now. ;

Each other.

Brad Kadrich is community editor of the
Plymouth Observer. E-matl him at
bkadrich@oe. homecomm.net.

Scholarship
forms now
available

Applieation forms for the
annual Waman's Club of Ply-
mouth scholarship awards are
. now available at the offices ot

the Plymouth Observer; 794 S
-. Main. .
: The applications are open to
students meeting these criteria:
@ Live in the school district.
or parents have a business in
the district, or the student has
been a carrier for the Observer
and lives in Plymouth or Can
ton.

B Must have a cunnl!:ltn'o 3.0
GPA.

@ Must be attending college o
university in the fall.

There are other requirements
explained on the application
forms.

Deadline for entry is March
17. For more information, call

the Observer, 459-2700
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o Wbl Pl R ATE Mari-
_his stainless steel sculptures.

a chaplm killed by the secret
police. The Plymouth Commu-
nity Arts Council, as part of its

. ongoing cultural diversity

bration of Art and Culture®
now through Wednesday, -
March 1, at the Joanne Winkle-
- man Hulce Center for the Arts
at 774 N, Sheldon Road Ply~
i mouth :

an Owczarski poses with one of
The sculpture is of Popieluszko,

-series, presents “Poland.: A cele-

P

Township ready

to request waste

hauler proposals

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

With Plymouth Township's
five-year solid waste contract
with Waste Management Inc.
expirtng, the fownship has
decided to seek requests for pro-
posals.

Jim Anu]ewmz director of the
Department of Public Services,
said that about 6-10 companies

exist in the metropolitan Detroit

area that might be interested.

Waste-Management can also
bid, he said.

A pre-proposal meetmg has
been set for March 29 to review
any questions with potential bid-
ders with an opportunity to pre-
pare and mail
any. clarifica-
tions.

is 3 p.m. April

17.
Recommen-

dations to the

timetable.’

B ‘As you can see, it is
Bid opening* @ pretty aggressive

Anulewicz said.

Bidders who want to change
things like the pickup areas will
have to demonstrate in their
bids that there is an economic
savings to making the change
he said.

" The current monthly fee for
single family units and condo-
minium units is broken down to
$5.04 for solid waste, $2.469 for
recycling and $1.09 for compost-

ing.

dential units serviced under the
existing contract.

This figure does not include
- multi-family units that contract

independéntly.

Services include curbside col-
lection and
solid waste
disposal. Recy-
clables include

newsprint,

- Jim Anulewicz slass.  tin,
—Dept. of Public Services

plastic, junk
mail, catalogs,

board will be
submitted
May 12 and the award of the
solid waste contract is set for
May 23.

If a new company is hired, the
township will mail out newslet-
ters to residents June 19.

“As you can see, it is a pretty

-aggressive timetable,” Anulewicz

said. “We_ are making no
assumptions of who, what,
where, and why.”

July 1 will be the first opom
tional day of the new contract.

Solid waste disposal is paid for
by residents.

Service is billed ﬁ{pﬂrﬂulb on
the quarterly water bill. “As vou
know, change brings with it a lot
of anxiety,” Anulewicz said. *My
philosophy is try to be as flexible
as you can without being wishy-
washy. ,

“Flexibility comes n terms ot
recyclables. Pickup, deliver and
get rid of it. Any profits come
back to the township.”

Bidders can give two figures —
one where the township keeps
the revenue and the other where
the company keeps the revenue
and indicates .what savings
there would be to the township,

telephone
books and household batteries.

Composting runs from April to |

November. s

Getting apartments to recycle
is another issue, Anulewicz said.

“Let’s first deal with our con-
tract,” he said. I sce these as
two separate issues. You may
not. The board may want to look
at it. We can always do an
addendum to the contract ”

Apartment dwellers can drop
off their recyelables 24 hours a
day in labeled bins behind the
Department of Public Services
building on Port Street east of
Beck Road, said Chris Haas,
solid waste and public service
coordinator.

“Should we entertain any
thought about lids?” Haas asket..
“I know that Northville has gone
to a lid system.”

“It would just slow down the
guys picking 1t up,” said Trustee
Kay Arnold.

Trustee Chuck Curmi agreed.

“People moving into Plymouth
from Northville always call me
and say, ‘Where's my hd?” Haas
said

B POLICE NEWS

Plymouth Township police received several reports of thefts in the

past week 7
They included:

B A man complained Jan. 26 that he found the rear window of has
vehicle smashed and his $2,000 sander missing after he was in the
Johnson Controls Building on Halyard for about 20 minutes

@ A Bonadeo Builders representative said. Jan. 26 that someone
stole 14 pre-hung interior doors from a home under construction on
Glenmore Court sometime between 11:30 pm. Jan. 24 and 3 pm

Jan. 25

B A representative for Hunter's Homes reported Jan. 29 that
someone stole a dishwasher, nuerowave, and an unknown number
of lighting fixtures from a new home under construetion on Hunter's

Park Drive

B Five barbecue grills were reported stolen Jan. 25 from a storage
trailer behind the Kmart store on Ann Arbor Road
B A Washington Street resident said that when she returned to

her home Jan. 26, her rear door was open and her black chow dog

was missing.’

Sue Ruck

The township has 7,515 resi- »

items like

Tests give students
chance to earn cash

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

thruscato@oe. homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton seventh
graders have a chance to secure
a $500 state scholarship if they
pass the MEAP tests that are
being given through Feb. 11.

State officials say if the sev-
enth graders score in the two
highest levels, and do the same
in the eighth and 11th grades,
they will be awarded $5006.

It's the first year the state
Treasury Department is hand-
ing out scholarships.

Last year, the state began
handing out 82,500 scholarships
to juniors who pass the Michi-
gan Education Assessment Pro-
gram tests with upper-level
scores.

In all, students can earn
$3,000 in scholarships to be used
at any state college or universi-
ty. :
“The state is trying everything
it can to entice students to take
the test and do well,” said Bob
Hayes, Plymouth-Canton

(The word is out!)

Semi-Annual Clearance

7 0% off*

selected merc

handise throughout th

H ‘The state is trying
everything it can to
ontice students to
take the test and do
well.’

Bob Hayes

—Director of mstructwn

Schools director of instruction. “I
think they're saying to children
that if they give the extra effort
they can get something positive
in return.”

Hayes said last year, Ply-
mouth-Canton high school
seniors earned nearly $1 million
in scholarships.

The window to take this year's
MEAP tests began Jan. 24 and
ends Feb. 11.

Fourth and seventh graders
are being tested in reading and
math, while fifth and eighth
graders are being measured in
science, social studies and writ-
ing. i

v
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that long ago we were asked to
consider a millage increase, and
now it's being reported there’s a
pretty large surplus. That got
me wondering what's going on
with the planning process.”

Law has a history in township
government, having served 18
months filling out the term of
former supervisor Maurice
Breen, who took a post as a

man of what was originally First
National Bank of Plymouth,
which became First of America.
First of America was acquired in
1998 by National City Corp., and
Currie left there after 35 years.

“I retired from the bank, and
I’ve been doing some financial
advising for companies,” Currie
said.

Currie said he’ll seek his first
elected office because he's been
puzzled by what he views as a
township struggling with its
planning.

“I've- had such a great experi-
ence living and working in the
community, and all of a sudden
we're grabbing at straws in the
planning process.”

Sewer problems, the town-
ship’s involvement in the West-
ern Townships Utilities Authori-
ty and the problem with traffic
at the Sheldon Road underpass
all caught Currie’s attention.

_“Why was Sheldon Road such
a surprise?” he asked. “It wasn't

No charges in woman’s death

car driven by a Northville man.
She suffered head injuries after
being thrown against the wind-
shield and died a couple of
weeks later.

Wells was a resident of Ton-
quish Creek Manor-

Law then chose to run for the
state house, rather than seek an
elected term as supervisor.

Law, who is term-limited and
will be out of his seat after this
year, said his future plans are
unsettled at the moment, though
he didn’t completely rule out a
run at Keen McCarthy.

“Frankly, I'm not sure at this
point whether I'm going to run
for any public office,” Law said.
“Would my mind change in three
months? I would say it's very
doubtful.”

Plymouth ' police say no
charges will be filed in the death
of an elderly Plymouth woman
who was killed while crossing

" Harvey Street in the early morn-
ing hours of Dec. 13.

June Wells, 84, was struck

just south of Fleet Street by a

- 4 3 Wt
EOSINOPHILIC GRANULOMA COMPLEX
Easinophilic.granuloma complex (EGC) is a common disorder in cals. The result of a
skin reaction to various stimuli, EGC'is characterized by a group of lesions that typicallz
- develops on the cat's skin, lips, and in the mouth, The Jesions often seen in cats wit
- flea-bite hypersensitivity, inhalant allergy, and food hypersensitivity. In most cases, £GC
" does not seem 1o be contagious. Three different lestons are common in EGC - the
indolent or rodent ulcer, eosinophilic plaque, and the linear granuloma. EGC is typically
treated with early, aggressive doses of glucolorticoids, some cats have no tecurring
lesions, while others require maintenance therapy. In case of solitary, unresponsive
Ieef:ions, surgical excisions, cryotherapy (freezing{, antibioti¢s, or radiation can be

ective. -

_ When your cat needs medical attention, bring it to PARKWAY VETERINARY
CUNIC.,z‘le provide complete veterinary care, including emergency and routine
" treatments that will keep your pet hapﬂy and healthy. Our knowledgeable staff will
take the time to completely explain the diagnosis and recommended treatments
escribed for your pet. Visit either of our two locations at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in

mouth, tel. 734-453-2577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. In Canton, tel. 734-981- 3

é . We're open six days a week for your convenience. 3

PS. Indolent or rodent ulcers can progress into skin cancer or connective tissue cancer.

Wayne County Commissioner.-

Township sets up timetable for census

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth Township will
appeal to the community’s sens-

. es to promate the 2000 census.

Shirley Barney, the township's
liaison to the Census Bureau,
presented a promotional plan to
the township board at Tuesday’s
study session. !

“Traditionally, the township

has had a very high return rate,”
_Barney said. “The last time it
was about 85. percent. An inten-
sive effort should not be needed.”

The questionnaires expected
to reach residents by mid-March
must be returned to the Census
Bureau by April 1.

Barney suggested a proclama-
tion in support of the census,
working with the media, hang-
ing posters, publicizing the cen-
sus help line for questionnaire
assistance and distributing
materials.

Building awareness of the cen-
sus is the first step from mid-

 February to mid-March, Barney

said.

“From mid-March to mid-April
the township will encourage its
community to fill out the ques-
tionnaire and return it, empha-
sizing that all answers are confi-
dential and that foreign lan-
guage assistance is available,”
Barney said.

From March 31 to April 11, a

-“Be Counted” site will open

inside a township building to
provide questionnaires for peo-
ple who either lost or didn’t
receive a form, Barney said. “I
offer the Community Develop-
ment Department,” she said.

If residents do not return
forms, counters will visit those
addresses.

The Census Bureau is asking
local communities to help publi-
cize the census by establishing
Complete Count Committees.
“There is no required structure

“In writing

for the committee,” Barney said.
“It should be tailored to meet
individual needs. For example,
large cities with large homeless
populations and many hard-to-
enumerate areas have had
active committees for some time
to help reduce an undercount.”

The township will review
areas where addresses are most
likely to be missed.

“In Plymouth Township that
would be new construction,” Bar-
ney said. “To that end, I have
reviewed and confirmed the
boundaries, the streets and the
address ranges on the Census
2000 maps.” : '

Scott Regional prison on Five
Mile near Beck and group homes
are areas where counts might be
missed, said Trustee Chuck
Curmi. “How many group homes
are there,- 10?” he asked.

“There’s typically six to eight

people. I want to make sure the
prison gets counted’because
that's a transient population. I

TEw

don’t want to leave it to some
government bureaucrat.”

Nursing homes, homes for the
aged and people who spend win-
ters out-state could also be
missed, Curmi said.

Mueller also suggested con
tacting homeowners’ associa-
tions.

“Isabel Rodriguez, our census
partnership specialist, has been
working with many township
sites to increase awareness, such
as the Friendship Station,” Bar-
ney said.

Completing the census is only
one-half of the equation. The
U.S. Census Bureau is also look-
ing for workers.

Walk-ins are welcome at Ply-
mouth Township Hall, located at
Ann Arbor Road and Lilley, at
10 a.m. every Saturday and at 6
p.m. every Monday.

For more information, call
(734) 632-0300.

'Middle schoolers excel in Rotary essay contest

One school, one teacher, two winners.

That’s how it worked out for the. Plymouth
Rotary Club, which presented the winners of
its-annual Middle School. Four Way Test
Essay Contest at its'Jan. 21 meeting at the

Cultural Center.

East ‘Middle School students Logan Bitter
and.Ya Ya Tang were the top two vote-get-
ters in the contest, during which essays are
judged for grammar, structure and content.

~ The contest asks four questions, which
* should be used when making a decision: Is it

Routson, the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it
build good will and better friendships? Will
DV.M. it be beneficial to all concerned?

All public and private middle school stu-
dents in the Plymouth Canton Schooal Dis-

trict were eligible to participate.

Bitter picked up a $100 U.S. Savings Bond
as the first-place winner, while Tang earned
a $50 bond for her second-place effort. Both
are students of middle school teacher Karen =& : _ e , . -
: Writing winners: Four-Way Test winners Logan Bitter (left) and Ya Ya
ht) pose with East Middle School teacher Karen Fry
ison Franklin (center) and Four-Way

Fry, who alsé received an award.

“In school there are the three ‘Rs,’ reading,
writing. and arithmetic,” said East Middle -
School Principal Ellison Franklin. “We need
to add-one more — respect. We need to teach
respect for others; their feelings and con-

cerns.”

Franklin cited one example of today’s lack
of respect when she told of a local sportscast-
er who repeatedly showed a video of a player
squirting Gatorade on an official because the

Does your
Loved One have

Alzheimer’s?

. SUNRISE

unrise provides a unique
approach to caring for
those with Alzbeimer’s
or other forms of dementia.
Having Alzheimer’ disease
doesn’t necessarily mean that a
person will ultimately require
nursing home care.
Sunrise has created an innov-
ative Remniniscence program that
. focuses on creating p_lcas;int days
and memories. This unique
approach helps each resident live

as full and active a life as possible

EFOLR. oy

Tang (second from rig ; !
(second from left), East Principal Ell
Test chair David Campbell. e

player didn’t like the call the official had
- made. . ; i
. “What are we teaching our children
through this example?” she asked. “If we
don’t have respect for authority, what can

Hil B AR

sions.”

we expect?
:  “If we apply these four questions to a situ-
ation, it helps all of us make better deci-
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ASSISTED LIVING®

Visit or Call Today!
734-741-9500
1901 Plymouth Road

* Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105
- (web site: wuno.sunriseassistedliving.com)

It = tame for a
~hange.

in a home-like environment.

‘To find out more about our

RUSTICS
state-of-the industry Reminiscence
BIRMINGHAMN
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program, visit or call today.
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A home-like quality care alternative for seniors and a spedial
Reminiscence” program for those with memory snpaiment
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Board still takmg names
for 3rd high school

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth Canton
Board of Education has
received seven suggestions for
naming the dxstnct’s third

- high school.

Board members are taking

recommendations through
-March 1.

Wednesday,
Trustees want to have a name
in place before dbreak-
ing this summer. The school
is scheduled to open in time
for the 2002-2003 achool year,

Suggested names for the .

new high s¢hool include Kent
and Lolly Buikema, Beck,

Harmony, Plymouth, Ply- .

mouth Centurion, Plymouth-
Superior, and Plymouth—
Western.

In the past, t.he dutnct has :

adhered to previous stan-
dardg in naming bunldings
Elementary schools are
named for people who have

" made significant contribu-

tions to the district. The mid-
‘dle schools were named for
directions, until Pioneer and
Discovery came along. The

. high schools are named for
. the ‘communities the district -

l‘lllnmwoli

mumu"
'.“““ﬂ“

mth
calied Plymouth.’

. Susan Dauu
—Schoo! board pregident

i'ecoivod recommend.'tionl
from several people that the

~word: “Plymouth” be iiropped

from the names of th! pmt
high schools. :

“It's not a bad suggestmn
considering most students say

 they go to Canton or Salem,”

said Davis. “Then we would

" have to determine if the o]d

school or the new one al\ould

-be called Plymouth.”

Davis said the board’ will
select several of the suggested
names for a short list and
eventually choose cne.

Community members can
submit names to the Board of

Education by mail to: ‘Ply-
.mouth-Canton Community
Schools, Community Rela- -

. which would allow me to grow as a teacher,

tions Department, 454 S. Har-
vey Street, Plymouth, MI
48170. 3

~ encom passes.
School board Presndent
Susan Davis said she’s

_ STAFF PHOTO BY. PAUL HURSCHMANN
What a mess: Funs, dehumidification tubes and disar-
ray are the business of the day at the Plymouth Dis-
trict Library following a burst spnnl.[m system over
the weekend. InRecon, a national insurance.recon-
struction company with offices in Ann Arbor, is han- E
dling the cleanup.

R,

I-i bral'! from page Al

pet.” “This was a fairly big project,
Last Friday. a pipe over the when you consider the books we
fireplace area exploded, blew a  had to dry out, computers that
hole through the plaster, and got wet, and the damage to the
spraved part of the upper floor, drywall and carpet,” said Bel-
soaking some books and nmgu lomo.
zines Thomas said the only losses
Most of the water damage .were the most current issués of
oceurred when the water flowed  some magazines, many of which
behind the walls to the lower can still be purchased at area
level, resulting in flooding stores,

N> Family
Attractions

THE GRATITUDE
STEEL BAND

Live Caribbean Music and Entertainment.
On Stage in the Food Court, 6 pm - 9 pm.

. HEIKEN PUPPETS PRESENTS
) FATHER MILLENNIUM'S
A ZERO SHOW

Showtimes: Sat, Feb 12, Noon, 2pm & &pm.
Sun, fFeb 13, Ipm & 3pm.
On Stage in the Food (ourt.

. SWING
" THE NIGHT AWAY

free Swing Dance Lessons.
Spm - 9pm in the Food (ourt.

WONDERLAND

The Who What Why When Where Mall

Hours. Monday Saturday 109 Sunday 1E 6
& Middlebelt Roads Livoma 136 527 LHOD
www newwondetlandmall com

FEB 12-13

Plymouth &

| Job fair gives schools head start

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Kristen Brannan was teaching in the
Wayne-Westland school district last year
when she began testing the waters for a new

— job.

Her present employer wanted to keep her,
Pinckney schools offered her a job, as did
Plymouth-Canton. An enviable position for
a job applicant,.

Brannan, like many teachers, substitutes
and college graduates, is finding out they
have more choices these days because the
pool of available teachers to fill openings in
metro Detroit is dwindling.

“I noticed there was more interest in me,
and I think part of it was due to the fewer
numbers of teachers looking,” said Brannan.

.Brannan, a 1992 Plymouth Salem grad, is
now teaching first grade at Field Elemen-
tary in Canton, the school she once attended
as a child.

“l was looking for a larger schoal district

”

added Brannan, 26. “I think Plymouth-Can-

ton will give me that professional develop-

ment opportunity. And, I think people want
to teach here because it's a great school sys-
tem for children, and a good community in

H ‘We can't afford to walt and

possibly lose teachers to other
districts. Everybody is starting
to feel the shortage.’

Errol Goldman

—Asst. Superintendent, Personnel

which to live.”

Those are the kinds of attributes the dis-
trict is pushing in its effort to beat other dis-
tricts to the punch with a job fair scheduled
for Feb. 9 at Plymouth Salem High School.

Plymouth-Canton is looking to hire 80-100
teachers next year as many educators are
taking a buyout package. With area school
districts fighting over the same pool of appli-
cants, Plymouth-Canton has to find a way to
stand out. :

“We need to find the largest applicants for
all levels and tell them why they should
come here,” said Errol Goldman, assistant
superintendent for employee relations and
personnel. “We can't afford to wait and pos-
sibly lose teachers to other districts. Every-
body is starting to feel the shortage.”

Plymouth-Canton administrators will be
posting jobs with local colleges and universi-
ties, putting information on the school's Web
site, and handing ott traditional printed fly-

ers.

“It’s a massive undertaking, but it's some-
thing we need to do,” Goldman said. “We're
a great place to be and we have a wonderful
community. That's the approach we're tak-
ing.”

Plymouth-Canton's aggressiveness is gain-
ing the attention of private schools, like Our
Lady of Good Coungel in Plymouth, where
Principal Ted Behn is well aware of the
large number of openings in Plymouth-Can-
ton.

“Our big push now is to raise teacher
salaries,” said Behn, noting his competition
pays more. “The goal for the archdiacese is
to pay our teachers about 70 percent of the
public school salary. We're not quite there
yet.

“However, our teachers have been very
good about staying with us,” he added
“Very few have left in the 14 years I've been
here. I think we give them a reasonable
salary and a nice atmosphere in which to
teach.”

About five years ago, Plymouth-Canton
held a job fair, expecting about 200 appli
cants to attend. They got about a thousand

This time they're preparing for up to a
thousand, and hoping for more.

The Plymouth-Canton job fair will be held
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 9, -at Plymouth
Salem High School.

For hometown news, read.the Plymouth Observer
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AIRTOUCH™ NATIONAL CALLING PLANS | st
The AirTouch National Calling Plan gives you one simple ‘ Sd

rate. It comes with free long distance and free roaming. | $]999 '$2999 $6939 '39999 ; B
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Southeast Michigan gets lion’s share of road work

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott®homecomm.net

Southeast Michigan will get a
lion’s share of the state’s road
work over the next four years,
according to the “5 Year Road
and Bridge Program” unveiled
Tuesday, Jan. 25, by the Michi-
gan Department of Transporta-
tion.

Of the $6.4 billion the state
plans to spend on road repairs
and upgrades through the end of
the year 2004, 35 percent will be
pumped into the metropolitan
Detroit region, including Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb and St. Clair
counties.

Metro Detroit has the oldest
freeways and bridges in the
state, while the region contains
the state’s largest concentration
of population. Metro area free-
ways carry almost half — 43 per-
cent — of all the state’s traffic.

“All transportation improve-
ments included in this plan are
prioritized based on need, and
we are continuing to fix the
worst roads and bridges first,”
said James DeSana, director of
MDOT.

What the MDOT refers to as
the “University” region of the
state — areas surrounding Lans-
ing and Ann Arbor, including
Ingham, Livingston, Shiawassee,
Clinton, Eaton and Jackson
another 12

High school
students can

sample college

High school students through-
out Michigan will have the
opportunity to gather for two
weeks at Madonna University in
Livonia as participants in the
2000 Summer Institute for the
Arts, Sciences and Technology
sponsored by the Michigan State

" Board of Education. ;
These students will live on’

campus July 9-22 and be
involved in intensive lab and
field experiences, discussions,
research, technology and tech-
niques, with some of Michigan's
top artists, teachers, researchers
and business and industry pro-
fessionals- A group of 120 teens
- high school sophomores and
juniors — will be selected to par-
ticipate

Those interested in thig expe-
rience should contact their
school counselor. call the Sum-
mer Institute Office at (517)244-
1249 or Madonna University at
(734)432-5482 to get an applica-
tion. The deadline for submitting
applications is Feb. 21. Partici-
pants will be selected in April by
state review teams based®on
their exceptional interest and/or
aptitude. Each student will be
asked to submit an essay and
recommendation to be consid-

ered for a position.

“We are excited about the
opportunity the Summer Insti-
tute provides for Michigan stu-
dents. One of the greatest
attributes of the program is the
recognition that there are many
types of talents. The students
who come together from all over
the state have an opportunity to

- interact with other young people

they would probably never have

the occasion to meet. Each year,

the students leave with pleasant
memories and educational expe-
riences that will enrich the rest
of their lives,” said Sister Nancy
Marie Jamroz, vice president for
student services and a coordina-
tar of the Summer Institute at
Madonna Unmiversity v

As one of eight institutions
chosen to participate this 1s
Madonna University's seventh
program. The Uni-

intensive classes: “International
a Global World.” *Music
Video Production,”™ “Black and
White Photography.” “Journal
“Sign Language and Artis

“Japanese Language and Cul-
ture.” “Molecular Genetifs and
Genetic Engineering.” “Creative
Writing” and “Chemistry and
Biology of the Rouge River”
Approximately 10 to 12 students
will attend each class

State funds and federal.dollars
help to offset the total institute
as a result, the regstra
tion fee 1s $250 for each student
Financial may bhe
available for students who can
show need

Also, the imstitute 1s offering
explm.nlnrw seasions throughout
the two weeks. Four sessians
will be offered wath a vanety of
topics to chonse from, ranging
from the arts to sell tll'\u'lup
ment

costs,

assistance

s Sy soohacoeomi o Sm Ad . M S

percent of the state funding.

Using increased funding from
the federal government, through
the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century (TEA-21),
and Build Michigan 1I, the state
will put an average of $1.3 bil-
lion dollars into repairing and
rebuilding 1,400 miles of roads
and 280 bridges each year
through 2004, according to the
document.

The goal is to have 80 percent
of the state’s roads in “good con-
dition,” as opposed to poor condi-
tion, by the end 2004. The plan
is to continue through the year
2007, when 90 percent will be in

the “good” category.

Although the state is using a’

mix of short-term and long-term
solutions to Michigan’s road
troubles, the 5 Year plan says
the proportion of “20-plus year
fixes” is increasing. Thirty three
percent of the money will be
spent on long term repairs,
according to the plan. In the
early 1990s, only 10 percent of
state road funding was spent on
long term repair.

The program also puts the pri-
ority on repairing existing roads.
Only 10 percent of the total will
be spent on new roads.

One of the new roads to be

built will be in southeast Michi-
gan — the state will complete the
M-5 Haggerty Connector from
Fourteen Mile Road to Pontiac
Trail, but its completion date
has been pushed back to 2002.

In the metro area, MDOT will
concentrate on modernizing the
freeways, improving border
crossings, supporting economic
development and eliminating
choke points, the plan states.

Also on the list of projects are:

IN WAYNE COUNTY
B [-96 from US-24 to west of

M-39 will be reconstructed in the

year 2004.

@ The bridge on 1-96 at Merri-
man will get deck replacement in
2001.

@ Six bridges on I-96 will get
approach work in 2001.

B Ford Road, from Wayne
Road east to Venoy, will be
resurfaced this year.

@ Ford Road, from Mercury to
US-12, will be reconstructed in
2004. Bridges will get deck
replacements and deck patch

: along with it.

@ The Southfield, M-39, will
see reconstruction and bridge
rehabilitation in 2001. .

B Ann Arbor Road, Old M-14,
will get reconstruction from Can-

ton Center to Newburgh Road
this year and next.

IN OAKLAND COUNTY

8 Reconstruction of inter-
changes on 1-96 at Beck and
Wixom roads. Design work
begins this year. Construction is
set for 2002 and 2003,

8 Completion of an 1-75 Corni-
dor Study of the 46 miles of free-
ways in Oakland, its inter-
changes and supporting road-
ways.

B 1-75 from M-15 to the county
line will get 3 “major rehabilita-
tion” in 2003 and 2004.

PLUS, LOOK FOR THE RED BALLOON

STOREWIDE SAVINGS

NEW REDUCTIONS TAKEN ON
10 MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF
FALL AND HOLIDAY ITEMS

SAVE ON NAMES YOU KNOW AND LOVE

FINITY » AUGUST SILK » ..EANINEPERRE * JOSEPH A ¢ KIKO * HOT COTTON » MARC WARE * VY « * JOHN PAUL RICHARDS i
MELROSE ¢ ENZO » NNEWEST’\AASP!GA’CX)LE—HMN BOSTOMNIAN » BILL BLASS « PRESWICK & MOORE * HATHAWAY
ROBERT TALBOTT+ JOSEPH ABBOUD * WOODS & GRAY « PRONTO UOMO * TRICOT ST. RAPHAEL » MOSSIMO
TIMBERLAND * ASHWORTH ¢ PERRY ELLIS PORTFOLIO ¢ SAVANE ¢« CARTER'S * PK CLOTHING CO. « DUCK HEAD *
PARISIAN BEBE OEAGLE-‘S EYE * FOSSIL * RICHELIEU ¢ GIVENCHY * HANES * ANNE KLEIN I

* AND MORE

a—

See what's new at
WWW pansian com
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CML\MJl.NMWMMMMMmSm 126 Mor Sar 10 @

FOR INFORMATION cal 353 7500 CHARGE (T Parmsan Credit Card. MasterCard. Visa, the Amencan Express®t Card or
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Stepped-up police work
makes the difference

PEARL

STORIES BY

raffic accidents declined in

1998 compared to 1997 in

eight of the 10 communities
in Wayne and Oakland counties
served by the Observer Newspa-
pers and local police mainly cred-
ited concentrated patrols for the
improvement.

Re-engineering of intersections
also got some credit, as did milder
weather in 1998.

The figures, released by the
Michigan State Police, also
showed seven of the 10 communi-
ties had fewer personal injury
accidents in 1998 than in "97.

The patrol figures come from
statewide community police
department reports.

The 1998 figures are the latest
available from the MSP. The 1999
totals are expected in the spring,
the department said.

Showing a reduction in total

" traffic accidents, according to the
-state police, were (in- alphabetical

order) Canton Township, Farm-
mgton Hills, Garden City, Livo-
nia, Plymouth’ Township, Redford
Townshlp Clty of Wayne and

RICHARD

Westland.

Communities with fewer per-
sonal-injury accidents were (also
in alphabetical order) Canton,
Farmington, Farmington Hills,
Garden City, Livonia, Plymouth
Township and Westland.

In raw numbers, Livonia, the
most populous city in the group,
also had the most accidents, with
4,280 in 1998, a drop of 6 percent
from '97.

Rounding out the top five were
Farmington Hills with 3,055;
Westland 2,072; Canton. 1,950 and
Redford Township 1,882.

Livonia leads

Livonia also had the most per-
sonal-injury accidents in '98 with
1,101, followed by the Hills with
833; Westland 641; Canton 469
and Redford 407.

Garden City, however, led ih
percentage decline of total crashes
with 12 percent - from 1,103
crashes in 1997 to 970 in "98.

In terms of personal injury acci- -

dents, Plymouth Township led
with a decline of 26 percent + from

whien you stop in traffic to
wave someone out of a
parlung lot? .
- You're not. In fact, you're
. probably setting that someone °
up for an accident.
So says Gary Goss, director of
public safety for Farmington
“That’s a trap,” says Goss, .

T hink you’re being courteous

» because you could be blockmg

the other driver’s vision.

Courtesy could lead to trouble

‘their causes.

rI'he so-called “good deed”
came.up in an interview with
Goss about traffic accidents and

To Goss, the practice of stop-
ping to let someone into traffic
was among many of the pet
peeves hé’s acquired in his 29
years in the police business. -

For instance, there was the

*

Canton Township
Farmington |
Farmington Hills
Garden City |
Livonia |

: Plymouth ]
Plyﬁoulh TYownship |
Redford Township |
Wayne :

R Westiand |

oy

Source: Michigan State Police Statistics

Traﬂlc accldents from the 10 Observer-area communmos
Crashes and accidents generally declined in 1998 compared to 1997
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300 to 212. Garden City was sec-
ond with an 18 percent decrease,
from 308 in '97 to 254 in '98.
Westland was third with a 14 per-
cent-decline (747 in '97 to 641 in
'98).

Garden City Police Lt. Mel
Maier said the decline in crashes
there was due both to “stepped up
active patrols in high-accident
areas” and working with Wayne
County and the state “to improve
the engineering of intersections”™ —
in particular the installation of
left-turn signals at Middlebelt and

~ Warren Roads and Middlebelt and

Ford.

Maier said the sngnals “eut
down dramatically” on left-turn
accidents, especially at Ford and
Middlebelt where fewer people
ran red lights or turned left into
oncoming traffic.

Maier said Police Chief Dave
Harvey also put Officer Loren
Zetti into afternoon traffic patrol,
both to respond to traffic accidents
and learn what area residents and
business owners see as traffic
problems.

The two top accident intersec-
tions in Farmington Hills in 1998

— 12 Mile and Orchard Lake .

Roads (95 crashes) and Orchard

and 14 Mile (92 accidents) — have
begun benefiting from traffic-sig-
nal timing changes and should
continue improving, according to
Hills Traffic Bureau Lt. Gary
Hawald.

He said the reconstruction of
the Grand River and Halstead
interchange with M-5, which
“always used to be in the top five”
in terms of wrecks, also seems
headed for fewer crashes.

Other police departments said
stepped-up traffic enforcement
efforts, most funded by grants
from the state and federal govern-
ments and by overtime d“()l—
ments, cut crashes.

Red runners

Canton Lt. Pat Nemecek sand
his Selective Enforecement Unit
(SEU), working with regular
patrol officers, targets intersec-
tions where drivers run red lights
— most of them along Ford Road,
which is the township's main east-
west thoroughfare and its most
congested street.

But the SEU officers also ana-
lyze the intersections to determine
the type of accidents and why
they're happening, he said.

Such informatiop helps the

township get improvements at
intersections, he said, one of
which may be a left-turn signal at
busy Ford and Canton Center.

Chief Lawrence Carey in neigh-
boring Plymouth Township said
the township board in '98
approved additional funding for
selective enforcement where most
accidents occur — along Ann Arbor
Road.

Carey said as a result, traffic
stops increased from 6,820 in 1997
to 9,011 in '98, with total tickets
issued jumping from 3,728 to
8,840.

That helped township police win

a traffic award for enforcement

from the Michigan Association of

Chiefs of Police in '98. The town-

ship effort is continuing, Carey

- agded. Some 9,811 viokations were
issued in 1999.

A left-turn arrow at Lilley and
the repaving of Ann Arbor ‘Road
this summer also will help the sit-
uation, he said.

Livonia Sgt. Wes McKee, Red-
ford Officer Scott Corso, Wayne

Officer Ken Kapanowski and .

Westland Sgt. Peter Brokas also
attributed the decline in crashes
to aggressive enforcement.

Seatbelt law
takes effect
March 10

ere's a “heads-up” for all
HWayne and Oakland
County drivers: Start
getting used to wearing your
seatbelt now - because

stepped-up enforcement
begins next week.

Although the new statewide
seatbelt law doesn’t take
effect until March 10, police
and sheriff's deputies in the
two counties will conduct a
“get-used-to” period running
Feb. 6-19, according to Sgt.
Pete Brokas of the Westland
Police Department.

During that time, officers
and deputies will enforce both
speeding and seatbelt viola-
tions now in effect. “We'll be
working with 20 other com-
munities” in Wayne County,
including the cities of Livonia
and Detroit, Brokas said.

On March 10, not wearing a
seatbelt will become a prima-
ry traffic violation, so next
week’s efforts will be aimed at
educating the public toward
that, he said. )

When the seatbelt law
becomes primary, it will mean
officers can stop people for

that violation
alone, Brokas
satd: “You don't
‘have to be
speeding for us
to stop you.”

At present, seatbelt viola-
tions.-are ticketed only when
discovered during a traffic
stop for.other violations such
as speeding, registration or
other violations.

During the “get-used-to”
period, officers will target
rush hours, mornings in par-
ticular. because police are see-
ing “more and more” serious

Please see LAW, All
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Getting ready:
Christina Teran
of Canton (front)
- and the Plymouth

Salem High
School Cheerlead-
ers rehearse a seg-

ment of their
dance routine
Monday. The

team will travel to
Orlando Thurs-
day to compete in
a national cheer-
leading contest.

Cheerleaders

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Forty-six members of the Plymouth Salem
co-ed varsity and junior varsity cheerleading
teams are headed to Orlando, Fla., Friday
morning in efforts te bring national champi-
onships back to Plymouth-Canton Schools.

The two teams placed first in their divi-
sions at the Universal Cheerleading Associa-
tion’s regional competition in Ann Arbor in

December, giving them an automatic invita- -

tion to compete in the National High School

" Cheerleading Championship this Saturday

and Sunday. :

"This will be the eighth consecutive year
the varsity has competed in the nationals. A
preliminary competition is held Saturday,
with the top 12 advancing to the finals en

* Bunday.

“The last three years we were able to
make it to the finals and finished 10th, 11th_
and 12th,” said Coach JoDee Dillon, y

“This year we're really pleased with the
material we have, which is a collegiate-style
routine,” added Dillon. “We have team pyra-
mid building, dancing, cheering, partner
stunting and several different formations.

That’s a lot te do in just two minutes.”
In reality, the teams are heading to Flori-
da to compete for two minutes on Saturday.

- If they make it to the finals on Sunday,

they’ll get an additional two minutes to strut
their stuff. ;

““But it’s four minutes worth of action,”
said Dillon. “It’s real exciting and so com-
petitive.”

That’s echoed by senior Lauren Devine,
17, of Plymouth Township, who is expecting
a lot from this year’s squad:

“I'm more excited than I was last year
because our team is much better,” said
Devine. “Our stunt level is more complicat-

ed this year, and we've been practicing

hard.™
The cheerleaders have been practicing six

days a week for more than a month. Some of -
the male cheerleaders believe their workouts -

and competition are much tougher than foot-
ball.

" Soime of us on the cheerleading team have
played football, and all of us say this is
tougher,” said senior Chris Elliott, 17, of Ply-
mouth Township. “Cheerleading is more
exhausting because it takes both technique
"and strength. In football you can get away

hoping to shine in Florida

k]

o

D T T ———

with one or the other.”

Elliott and Harmony Howard, along with
Theresa Olsonand Pat Johnson, received
two of the 17 invitations to compete in the
partner-stunt division.

In the team competition, Howard is known .

as a flyer ... one of the cheerleaders who is

vaulted into the air, twisting and turning,

before being caught by teammates.

“It feels like you're flying,” said Howard,

16, of Canton. “I don't think about it much
because I have confidence in my teammates.
The more you do the stunts, the more you
trust them.”

Kerri Gillespie knows the cheerleading
team has come a long way. She was a mem-
ber of the squad until she graduated-in 1992.
Now she’s back helping to coach her old team.

“There are some days when I don't believe
I could ever have done what the kids are
doing now,” said Gillespie. . “It's-a lot more
techhical and entertaining.” : -

Dillon said fund-raisers have allowed for
the cost of the trip, estimated at $500 per

~ student.

. “This is such a .greatA trip_for the kids, get-

‘ting .to meet and compete against kids from

all over the country,” said Dillon.

STAFF PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Getting a boost: Christina Teran of Canton is lifted by
Jim Brzuch of Canton during rehearsals Monday.

-

For a Delivery
That is
State-of-the-Heart

( MIRACLE

~d . +: MATERNITY CENTER

St. Mary Hospital

36475 Five Mile Road
" Livonia, M1 48154

www.stmaryhospital,org

Plivsician Referral

Stale-uf-lbe-beaﬂ is St. Mary Hospital's unique combi-
nation of advanced medical technology and the attentive
personal care you've come to expect from us.

Our Miracle of Life Maternity Center’s labor, delivery,
. recovery, and postpartum rooms (LDRPs) are fully
equipped to help you have a safe delivery. Afterward, the
room changes to a home-like bedroom. You rest and
recover in the same comfortable, cozy room. The Center
also features: .

“» 24-hour Neonatology Coverage
« All Private Birthing Suites

"+ Education and Support
¢ Lactation Consulmnfs

To find a highly-trained caring obstetrician who delivers
at St. Mary Hospital, call our Physician Referral Service
at 1-888-464-WELL.

St. Mary Hospital Miracle of Life Maternity Center. Where
care is state-of-the-art and state-of-the-heart.

For a tour or class information, call the
Marian Women'’s Center
1-800-494-1615

Service  T-SSS-do04-WE T

on your boots and
have fun!

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
1540 Woodward Ave (248 118 0803

4 NOVI
41261 Crescent Bhvd (248) 347 1321
DEARBORN
26112 Ford Rd. (311} 562 3560
MT. CLEMENS .
1216 Granot Ave (BRI 463 3620
GROSSE POINTE

10415 Mack Ave (3 1 B85 (MM

ANN ARBOR
1336 Washrenew Ave 7734) 973 040

L4700

3, Upon arrival, your equipment -

will be ready and waiting at g
the Express Rental Desk.
No waiting, simply sign
the agreement form, put

Q, Our Boyne team
§  member will then
send your specific
rental info directly
to Boyne Mtn. or
Boyne Highlands.

- - BoynsUSA
ki & Snowboard
Express Rental

3 Stop by any Boyne Country Sports |
store and have a Bavarian Village
ski and snowboard specialist
properly fit you for your rental
package. Express Rental is also
available on-line at www.boyne.com.
Reserve now for President’s Week.
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Save up t
Nountan or Boy s
Iitt hicke!

Boyne USAH
LIFT TICKETS

: ]
Travel
_Call 1-800-778-9963

EAST LANSING
& E Sapnaw (517) 337 049¢
TRAVERSE CITY

X 5 41 2Y

IRIEY

PETOSKEY
20 Bayvies Rd 12310 43104004
BOYNE MOUNTAIN
Beosne Mounman R 800 GO BOYNE

BOYNE HIGHLANDS
vl Highiands D S0 GOCBOYNF

Vehicle of the Bavarian Village Ski and Snowboard Team

Viisit yowr Metro Desroit Ford Onsfitter
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See how efflcuent shopping
can be when the sales
staff actually know what
they’re talking about.
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AUTHORIZED REPRESENTAT’VE

" How busmess gets done.

F REE INCOMING CALLS THROUGH 2000
Offer ends February 29 2000
Only avaulable on cellular calls and selected rate plans Requires new actlvatlon

CANTON
44011 Ford Road

(just east of Sheldon)

(734) 981-7440

Shelden

A
N

Ford Rd.

Get connected.

1 (300) CELL-MO = QL_\zi_sit_u_u_t_mlp_fpyr other locations:

www.-ce‘llmor.cqm r o Brighton  Fenton * Haslett » Howell » Milford

. ®1999 Nextel Commumoatiom lnc Al rights reserved. Nextel, the Nextel logo, Nextel Direct Connocl and How business gets done are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel
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BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

access aisles,
ramps for the

from the
portation Committee.

Livonia,

Legislation to apply penalties
to those who block wheelchair
curb cuts and
handicapped won
unanimous approval last week
state House Trans-

That puts House Bill 4995,
sponsored by Rep. Laura Toy, R-
on a fast track for
approval by the Legislature.

The bill will make it a civil

infraction, carrying a $100 fine,
to block wheelchair access, It
will also allow police to tow vehi-
cles from handicapped parking
areas if necessary to provide
wheelchair users access to and
from their vehicles.

An access aisle is the yellow-
or blue-lined space next to a
handicapped parking spot that

allows room for the operation of

a wheelchair lift.

According to Dearborn resi-
dent Chris 'Mageli, some of the
worst offenders can be other
drivers who have handicapped
parking placards themselves but
don’t realize the purpose of the
vellow- and blue-striped access
areas. B

“There currently are no penal-
ties for people who block or park
in wheelchair access aisles,” said
Toy. “Likewise, no penalties
exist for those who block a
wheelchair curb-cut or ramp
with their vehicle. Blocking
these access areas has been a

Wheelchair access
bill passes committee

State Rep. Laura Toy

.

significant problem for disabled
citizens.” y

Bud Kraft of the Michigan
Developmental Disabilities
Council would agree.

“As a person with a disability,
I can give you my personal
assurance that this bill will help
many people with disabilities,”
he said. He noted he would have
been unable to attend the com-
mittee meeting if it had been
held when originally scheduled
back in December. “I was stuck
in a parking spot when an incon-
siderate driver blocked off the
access aisle and prevented me
from re-entering my vehicle,” he
said.

UM-Dearborn lecture
focuses on Sweet case

The violence that ensued when
an African-American physician
moved toe an all-white neigh-
borhood on Detroit’s east side in
1925 is the topic of a lecture to

be hosted by the University of

Michigan-Dearborn on Wednes-
day, Feb. 16. Kevin G. Boyle,
associate professor of history at
the University of Massachusetts
will give a talk utled
Whiteness: Race, Class and Mur-
der in 1925 Detroit™ at 4:30 p.m.
n Auditorium B an the UNM-
Dearborn School of Manage-
metit.

Boyle will discuss the events

surrounding the murder trial of

Dr. Ossian Sweet and 10 other
- people. When Sweet and his
famrly moved into an allswhite
neighborhood on Detroit’'s east
side. their home was the target
of violent demonstrations,
fomented by “a cowardly cam-
paign” orgamzed by the Ku Klux
Klan, according to Detroit Mavor

John W. Smith. On the might of

Sept.Y, when the home was sur-
rounded by a hostile crowd num-
bering in the thousands, aceord-

)

THINKING ABOUT

FREE ESTIMATES

739525-1930
UNITED TEMPERATURE
\H‘H" MIDDLEBFET o | 1V( )\|\)

“Rages of

ing to witnesses, shots were fired
from the home, killing one man
and wounding another. Sweet
and the other occupants of the
house were arrested and charged
with murder. In a trial that

~attracted national attention,

Clarence Darrow defended

Sweet and his friends and they

were acquitted in November
1925,

Boyvle earned his master's and
ddgctoral degrees in history at the
Unmiversity of Michigan's Ann
Arbor campus and has written
several books ineluding “Orga-
nized Labor -and American Poli-
tics, 1894-1994: The Labor-Lib-
eral Alliance.” “Muddy Boots and.
Ragged Aprons: Working Class
Life in Detroit, 1900-1930™ and
“The UAW and the Heyday of
American Liberalism, 1945~
1968.7

A reception in the UM-Dear-
born School of Management
lobby will follow Boyle's presen-
tation. ‘Clagses and groups are
welcome to attend. Call Karen

Holland at (3131593-5330 to
reserve seats for groups

CORRECTION

In The Right at Home Sale circular
inserted Iin today's paper, we
advertise, “Save on All Towels,
Bathmats & Bath Accessories.”
Royal Velvet® towels and bathmats
will not be on sale this week
We apologize for this error,
and any inconvemence it may
have caused

- JCPenney
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Univerxity of Michigan - Dearborn Fieldhouss
1901 Evergreen, Dearborn, Michigan

$5.00 Admission

For Information Call (313} 888 3000

HISTORIC GUILD ANTIQUE
SHOW & SALE

Saturday February 5, 2000
10 a.m. -

Sunday February 8, 2000
11 a.m. -

Midwast Exhibitors Festuring Quality Anl‘qn- .
Jewelry Pottery - Advertising

6 p.m.

5 p.m.

Courtesy ;...

time on Telegraph Road that he
saw a nicely dressed woman driv-
ing a Cadillac STS stop at a light,
open the door — and spit. When he
pulled alongside, he saw she was
brushing her teeth as she drove.

“One of the principal problems
we have,” he says, “is that we
have built our cars so well and so
comfortable that people are not
aware of how fast they are going
and what'’s going on around
them.”

To that, Goss adds all the con-
veniences that isolate drivers
even more, such as stereos with
concert sound and complicated
controls and carphones that let
you read the stock report. “It’s
become very easy for someone to
be distracted,” he says.

“People have just picked up
these habits,” he says, and the
lack of attention is “an area we
need to concentrate on.

“Yes, cars are getting safer,”
Goss acknowledges. “But we still
have a long, long way to go.”

Goss likes to quote a friend
who's a bank loan officer, but who
sounds more like a cop.

“He always says, ‘When you are
seated behind the steering wheel
of a car, you have one and only
one job to do, and that's driving
the car. Everything else is imma-
terial,” Goss quotes.

“You don’t have time to do any-
thing else,” emphasizes Goss.
“And if you're coming to work
sleepy, don't even get behind the
wheel.”

For Your Valgnting
YovVYSVYVYYY
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In discussing the well-inten-
tioned courteous driver who stops
in traffic, Goss says the Farming-
ton Rbad-Nine Mile Road inter-
section 18 where this can easily
happen. The numerous commer-
cial driveways there, plus the M-5
exit nearby, make it among his
city's most frequent accident sites
due to all the turning that goes
on.

There’s always “a lot of people
pulling out of driveways,” he says,
and “a lot of opportunity for some-
thing to go wrong.

“There are too many driveways
- it's like a video game,” he says.
“You have to have eyes in the
back of your head in some of these

_circumstances.”

Goss agrees it's good to be cour-
teous and “we have some very

courteous people out there,

“But to have somebody yield
(right-of-way) to let someone pull
out of a driveway, well, they're
backing up traffic behind them.
They're really playing traffic cop,
making other people stop.”

And, he says, they're setting up
the person leaving the parking lot
“for a trap” because their vehicle
i8 blocking the other person’s
view of vehicles coming up in the
next lane.

“It's better off to pull forward
and block that person in than to
give them an opportunity to exit”
with only a limited-sight opportu-

"nity, Goss says.

You may just be wanting to give
them a break, he says, but

hw from page A8

accidents then, Brokas said.
Wayne County Sheriff Robert
Ficano said his deputies also will

emphasize the education aspect.

-

“We know that seatbelts save-

lives, so we will want to educate
drivers to that, as
well as making sure
the drivers and
their passengers
are buckled up,” he
said.

In Oakland County, police and
sheriff's deputies also will do
special enforcement Feb. 6-19,

according to Farmington Hills -

Police Lt. Gary Hawald.
“It will be a countywide opera-

remember: “No good deed goes
unpunished.”

tion,”

Clecrance Sale
10 DAYS ONLY

J/omd:
Mon.-Wed. 10-6,
Th.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 10-5

20 60

%

off

on in-stock and discontinued items

* Track Lighting
* Qutdoor Lighting e Ceiling Fans

. And More!!

* Table Lamps

 Chandeliers

" .\ “for a Brighter- Tomorrow. .. See Us Today”
44125 Ford Road ¢ Canton

INC.

734-981-3666
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e APR

011solidati]1g

your bills, what

with

Theres s0 much you can buy and do after consolidating your bills with a Huntington -
|
Home Equity Credit Line. Home Equity Loan or Personal Loan. In fact, deciding how to

- use all your extra money each month may become part of the fun
Ld

Call toll-free 1-877-480-2345 or visit e-Bank’ at www huntington.com

Banking

Inve stments
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said Hawald, director of .
the Hills’ traffic bureau. ;
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_deaki wdnts;'tqjj,_: "

college a li

BY LAURIE HUMPHREY
STAF¥ WRITER -

Yazaki North America is
looking to team up with local
universities to bring college
courses closer to home.

“It could happen this year,”
said Tom Moore, vice presi-
dent of finance and informa-

" tion technology for the Canton
Township company..

Classes would be held in the

company’s new Learning Cen- -
“ter located on Haggerty Road.
The site, previously used for
office space, had its grand

. opening last Thursday. The

" Mort Crim, a guest speaker.

event drew about 150 people,
~mostly Yazaki managers and
some invited guests — includ-
ing longtime TV personality

“All associates will also get’
_a chance to tour the facility,”
he said. Tours are scheduled

during a two to threé hour
period over the next couple of
days. ;

_ things needed for their profes-

* the'key to being successful.”

The primary purpose of the
facility is to develop the skills
of Yazaki associates.

. “Classes will be offered in -
supervisory skills training,
.managerial skills, and other.

sional ' development,” he said,
adding “the executives here
-believe that the associates are

“to its associates.
for their jobs and/or profe

for our suppliers, but we won't -
ty in the ev

began looking into the idea of

facility boasts multiple class- -
" rooms, two. main conference -
rooms with the newest in

* Moore called it a nice facili-
_used for training sessions -
- despite the fact that the grand
“opening was held just last

ttle easi

To that end, the
offering gr

designed to.help associ,

sional adv. vemt. .. -
“We'll run similar classes

be doing much with the facili-

! pany oftaly ol s
was ancther good oppor nn?l

to support the communit

offering college classea when -
the facility was not scheduled
forume: '« 7 ocovaiiong Gl

The 30,000-square-foot

:_;hnolozichl advancements
and as many as 40 eom’mun s -
in a given location. “We cah
offer specifie training in com-
puters to a large group of peo- -
ple,” Moore explained.

Lawrence - Technological
Institute and' Schoolcraft Col-
lege are possible candidates to
run the night classes. Plans,
however, are still in the pre-

liminary stage. -

ty, which has been actively .

week. -

NOTICE TO

Notice is hereby given that the City of Plymouth will accept sealed bids
_until 2:00 pm local time on Thursday, February 17, 2000 for the following:

Landscape Maintenance
: : (Mowing & Trimming Services)
Specifications and Propesal Forms are available at the Office of the

Administrative Services Director, 201
_during regular uffice hours. :

The City of Plymouth reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, in
whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities. i

CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

BIDDERS

S. Main St., Plymouth, Michigan

CAROL STONE

Charter school team still plugging

Company asks permission to present revised plan for Canton school

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

A Grand Rapids company
wishing to build a charter school
at Warren and Ridge roads has
asked for an opportunity to pre-
sent a revised plan to the same
board that voted against its pro-
posal in January.

Jason Pater of Charter Devel-
opment Company, a Grand
Rapids development company,
wrote a letter dated Jan. 28 to
Canton Community Plénner Jeff
Goulet. The company is working
in conjunction with National
Heritage Academies, a charter
school management company.

“...We wish to reiterate our
strong desire to work closely
with the township to address the
concerns expressed by the plan-
ning commission relative to our
proposed school development at
Ridge and Warren roads,”
Pater’s letter stated.

#‘

Residents living near the pro-
posed development adamantly
opposed the school plans at a
Jan. 10 planning commission
meeting. They cited concerns
about traffic, wetlands, property
values and the project’s 10 acre
size, which most said was too
small for a building and ade-
quate parking. The site is locat-
ed on the southwest corner.

Residents said they would con-
tinue to oppose plans to build at
Warren and Ridge.

Jim Hodgson, president of the
Northwest Canton Homeowners
Association, said the group is
trying to help National Heritage
find an alternate site.

“We're hoping to get them
close to the Northwest quadrant
if not in the Northwest quad-
rant,” Hodgson said.

“I don’t see anything they can
do to that site to make that
school acceptable,” said Chuck
Suppnick, Pilgrim Hills subdivi-
sion resident and vice president

of the Northwest Canton Home-
owners Association.

Both Suppnick and Hodgson
said the natural beauty road
designation was a big-concern.
Ridge Road north of Warren was
designated as such six years ago,
which prevents the roadside
from being disturbed by develop-

ment. The school’s site plan

called for paving a portion of
Ridge and installing sidewalks.
Pater disagreed about the
Ridge and Warren location.
“...We are confident that a sat-
isfactory solution is possible and
that we can demonstrate that
the subject site is, indeed, an
appropriate location for our
school facility,” Pater wrote.
Pater requested that the Can-
ton Township Board of Trustees
refer National Heritage
Academies’ site plan request
back to the planning commission
“based on new information to be
presented.
“In the event that the board

does this, we would also ask that
we be permitted to have a spe-
cial meeting with the planning
commission. Given the wide
interest of the public in this
request and the length of the
public hearing ecarlier this
mionth, It seems appropriite to
devote a meeting to this issue,
alone.”

Pater declined a request for -

comment, referring questions to
Jeff Poole. vice president of
National Hentage Academies.

The planning commission
voted 6-0 against approving the
special land use. Planning com-
mission decisions can either be
affirmed or reversed by the
board of trustees.

Poole confirmed Monday after-
noon that the charter school
issue isn't dead yet. He would
not say what has been changed
about the plans.

“We're still evaluating our
options,” Poole said, declining to
comment further.

The Plymouth District Library, 223 S. Main,
offers programs for the Plymouth community.
" The following events are scheduled for Febru-

ary and early March:

B Contemporary Books Discussion
Group, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m. —
The title selected for this month’s discussion is
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” by
. JK. Rowling. Copies of the book are available
at the checkout desk. For details, call Darlene

Ursel, (734) 453-0750.

B Brown Bag Books Discussion Group,
Wednesday, Feb. 23, noon — Copies of this
month’s selected title, “Snow Falling on
Cedars” by David ‘Guterson, are available at
the checkout desk. Bring a lunch, if you like;

beverages provided by the library.

B Plymouth Writer's Club, Thursdays,
Feb. 10 and Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m. — Writers of
all ages are invited to join other aspiring writ-
ers to share their work in a friendly group set-_
ting. Contact club facilitator Brian Anderson,

(734) 416-0418.

B Your Poetry Group, Sunday, Feb. 13,
Bring your own or others’
poetry to read aloud; short stories are also wel-
come. Reader’s discretion is asked in the lan-

1:30-3:30 p.m. —

_THE LIBRARY’S CARD

information.

Teen Events

eva@tin.lib.mi.us.

body powder.

teens who register.

giage of the works read. contact Don Hewlett,
(313) 272-3548 or donhewlett@aol.com for more

B The Teen Advisory Board is a group of
teens, 12 to 18 years old, who meet in the
library to share ideas for improving the
library’s teen programs and services. Meetings’
are planned for 11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 12,
and Saturday, Feb. 28. Advanced registration
isn’t necessary. Refreshments will be provided
by the Friends of the Library. Contact Eva
Davis, teen librarian, 453-0750, Ext. 230, or

B Teens in grades six through 12 are invited
to meet in the library 3:30-4:30 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 14, for making scented bath salts and
Refreshments will be provided.
Advance registration is required at the Read-
er's Advisory Desk or by phone, (734) 453-0750,
press 4. Attendance is limited to the first 15

B Teen volunteers are needed at the library
to provide one-on-gne tutoring for Plymouth
residents unfamiliar with computers, particu-
larly Windows 95/98 and the library’s_new cat-

teer.

453-0750, Ext. 230, or at eva@tin.lib.mi.us for
nmore information on becoming a teen volun-

Youth Events —

B Off the Page, Thursday, Feb. 17,7 p.m.
— The purpose of this student storyteller
group is to learn how to make stories our own
and how to share them in the eral tradition. All
students in grades three through eight are wel
come at the monthly meetings.

B Winter Break Movie Day, Wednesday,
Feb. 23, 2 p.m. — Come to the library for two
movies: “The Rain Babies!”

a mystery, and

“Brier Rabbit and Boss Lion,” a rollicking tale

The drop-in program will last about 50 minutes
and is intended for children aged 6 to 2 years
and their families
B New Discoveries in Astronomy, Mon-
day, Feb. 21, 7 p.m. — Local astronomer
Mike Best introduces the new Plymouth
-~ Astronomers Group, which 15 intended for ages

-5 and oldeér and scheduled to meet at the

press 4.

library on the third Monday of cach month. .
Registration for the introductory program
begins Monday. Feb. 7. at the Reader’s Adviso-
ry Desk or by telephone at (734) 453-0750.

Admin. Services Director

Publish: February 3, 2000
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alog, PAC for Windows. Contact Eva Davis,

_ Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will ‘accept sealed proposals at the

Publish February 3, 2000 °

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
REQUEST FOR BID
NOTICE |S H EREBY '(}LVEN that the Chgrter'Township of Canton, 1150

Office of the Clerk up to 10:00 a.m., February 17, 2000 for the following:
WORKSTATIONS AND FILE CABINETS :
-~ FOR PLANNING DEPARTMENT
Specifications are available in the Finance and Budget Dept. All proposals
-must be submitted in‘a sealed envelope clearly marked with the propésal
name, company name, address and telephone number and date and time of
bid opening. The Townslip reserves the right to accept or reject any or all’
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
"national ‘origin, sex, religion, age or disability in émployment or the
provision of services. el S

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk

1950202

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE 1S HEREBY (H\"EN that the Charter Township of Canwn, 1150.
S: Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids at the
Office of the Clerk_up to 10:00 a.m., February 17. 2000 for the following:

FURNISH AND INSTALL ONE (1) IRRIGATION PUMP
STATION AT FELLOWS CREEK GOLF COURSE

Bid specifications are available in the Finance and Budget Dept. All bids
must be submitfed in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the bidder
name, address and phone no., date and time of bid opening. Canton
Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids. The Township does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, are
or disability in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, Clerk

Publish February 3, 2000
g & LOS0204

N

“Office of the clerk until 10:00 a.m_, February 17, 2000 for the following:

_ must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the bid name,

Publish February 3 2000 I 3

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed bids will be accepted at the

PARK REGULATORY SIGNS
Bid specifications are available in the Finance and Budget Dept. All bids
company name, address and telephone number and date and time of bid
opening, The Township reserves’the right to reject any or all bids, The

Township does nat diseriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sexcreligion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY BENNETT, Clerk

L250203

- (B} cancel ballfield improvements. ¢
building acquisition funds ($30,000) to curbcuts reconstruelion; and (6) -

.

" reconstruction. Total funds to be mmmod ; _,Wm_nw; ]
Written comments or requests for i ation 'hwld be to: Gerald

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
€DBG PROGRAM AMENDMENTS
% -PUBLIC HEARING : .

On February 23, 2000, at 3:00 p.m. in the third floor conference room,
Administration Building, 1150 8. Canton Center Road, Canton Township
will hold a public hearing for the following amendments to. the Canton
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program: (1) Establish
Community Curbeuts Reconstruction Program; (2) rej am all funds
from FY 1993 ($13,213), FY 1994 ($5,000), FY 1995 (314,580), FY 1996
($9.600). EY: 1997 <$78,200), and FY 1998 .($220,000) Harrison Drain
Improvements to curbeuts  reconstruction; : and (3) eancel drain
improvements program. (4) Reprogram .all funds ($10,000) from FY 1895
canton Commons Ballfield Improvementsa to curbcuts reconstruction; and
Reprogram all FY 1884 First Step

cancel building acquisition, (7) Reprogram funds, s necessary up to
$125,000, from FY 1999 Human Services Center | jon to curbeuts

Martin, (!)evelomgbCSpécinliM:ti,chmmu e  Division, 1160 8.
Canton Center , Canton, 8188, -5392). . .
: § ] unﬁg)mncluk

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
BOARD PROCEEDINGS
. JANUARY 25, 2000

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton
was held Tuesday, January 25, 2000 at 1150 South Canton Center Road.
Supervisor Yack called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and led the pledge of
allegiance to the flag.

ROLL CALL
Members Present: Bennett, Burdziak, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, McLaughlin,
" Shefferly, Yack :

AQQE]‘_IQN_QF_AQEHDA Supervisor Yack deleted General Item 8, Constder
Approval-of Engineering Proposal for 2000 Sidewalk Repair Program. He also
added Recognition Item I, Board Recognition of Canton Employees with
Twenty, Twenty-Five or Thirty Years of Service.
Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter, to adopt the Agenda as
amended. Motion carried unanimously. g e =

' Motion by ‘Bennett, supported by McLaughlin, to
approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the Charter Township of Canton

. of January 11, 2000. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy, to approve the minutes of the regular
meeting of the Charter Township of Canton of January 18, 2000. Motion
carried with Shefferly as the only abstained.

? Motion by Kirchgatter, supported by Shefferly, to
approve payment of the bills as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Expenditure Recap for Board Meeting of January 25, 2000
General Fund 101 $  505,171.03
Fire Fund 206 $ 17,958 94
Police Fund 207 3 33,774.00
Summit Operating 208 3 46.,486.03
Golf Fund 211 3 1,549.39
Cable TV Fund 230 3 2.553.32
Twp (Community) Improvement 246 3 5.740.00
E-911 Utility 261 -8 1,662.30
Auto Forfeiture (WWATEE) 267 3 HH4.98 .
Federal Grants Fund 274 % 4.080.90
Auto Theft Grant - 289 % 2.064.07
Downtown DEV Authority 294 $ 12.504 44
Post Employment Benefits 296 $ 1342
Bldg Authority Construction 469 by 37.304.62
Water & Sewer Fund 592 % 360,140,488
Trust & Agency Fund 701 % 5.532.50
Construction Escrows _ = 702 $ 315.57
Koppernick Corp Park Const. 812 - $ 101,312.00
Koppernick Corporate 852 ! 7700
N Haggerty Storm Debt Service 853 $ 141 85
Tenquish Creek Storm 854 3 98.00
N Haggerty Paving Debt Service 862 3 195.65
E Palmer Rd Paving Debt Service - 863. 3 337.50
Beck Rd Paving Debt Service 864 3 312.50
S Haggerty Rd Paving 865 3 __175.00

Total - All Funds 8 1,169.955.49

BOARD RECOGNITION g

ITEM 1 RECOGNITION OF CANTON EMPLOYEES WITH TWENTY,
-FI} ' OF SERVICE Motion by Bennett,

supported by Burdziak to recognize Doris Kelly for 30 years of dedicated

_ service to Canton,’ Carol Quinn, Michael Rorabacher, David Champagne,
James Davison, Philip Daley and Claude Gersky for 25 years of dedicated
service to Canton. Dan Durack, Rpobert Dates, Rene LeBlanc, Alex Wilson,
Ernest Syre and Geraldine Syec for 20 years of dedicated to service to Canton
Motion carried unanimously. :
ITEM 1 CONSIDER DEDICATING RIGHT OF WAY TO WAYNE
WWMT Motion by Bennett,
supported by Burdziak, to authorize the Township Clerk and Supervisor to
execute the Warranty Deeds for (part of) parcels 071-062-99-0020-000, 071
062-89-0019-000, 071-062-99-0016-:000, & 071-062-99-0017-000, 071-065-99-
0020-000, granting. the right-of way to the County of Wayne, a Home Rule
Charter County. Motion  carried unanimously.
ITEM 2 AMENDMENT TO JOHN'S SANITATION, INC. PURCHASBE
ORDER Motion by Bennett, supported by Burdziak, to increase purchase
order #17358 to pay John's Sanitation an additional $1,060.50 for 1999 rentals
of Porta Johns. Motion carried unanimously.

; ES] ; RE

Byy A LA

. 8 T OSE SPE AR
7 HUNTING Motion by Bennett, supported
adopt 4 Resolution requesting a Hunting Area Control Committee to initiate

.

-proceedings to close specific areas of the township for hunting. bow arpow, and

discharge of firearms, Motion carried unaniniously

GENERAL CALENDAR . ;

ITEM | CONSIDER SITE PLAN FOR VISTAS OF CENTRAL PARK NO.
2 Motion by Bennett, supported by Melaughlin, to approve the site plan for
Vistas of Central Park No. 2 (Part of the Central Park Planned Dovelopment
District). Motion carried unanimously : !

ITEM 2 GOFF/JOHNSON (SINGH) REZONING Motion by Bennett,
supported by McLaughlin, to approve the request to rezons the gubject
property from RR. Rural Residential to R-6 Single Fanuly  Attached
Residential District. Motion carried unanimously ) y
ITEM 3 CONSIDER SITE PLAN FOR FAMICY WQEO Mouon by
Bennett, supported by McLaughlin, to conditional approval of the site plan for
Family Video to construct a 7.000 square oot video store at the northwest
corner of Canton Center and Hanford Roads Motion earriedamanimousiy

ITEM 4 FISHER/A.G.B. ASSOCIATES REZONING Mution by ‘Bennett,

“supported by McLaughhn, to approve the request to rezone the identificd

property located on fthe ease side of Haggerty between Palmer Road and
Michigan Avenue from O-1. Office Distriet to RP. Research Park Distriet
Motion carried unanimously ;

ITEM 5 CONSIDER AWARD OF PROPOSAL FOR ARCHITEUTURAL
DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
FACILITY Motion by Bennett. supported by, Kirchgatter to award bid 1o
Siegal/Tuomaala Associates in the amount of 348,200.00 to perform the work
as specified by their proposab for a new Fleet Maintenance Facility Motion
carried unaminmously.

; S APPROVING FERLITO CONSTRUCTION TO
COMPLETE DESIGN IMPROVEMENTS TO THE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF CANTON SOFTBALL COMPLEX Motion by Bennett,
supported by LaJoy, to approve Ferlito Construction tacomplete engineering
design for the overall community improvemerits to the Charter Township of
Canton Softball Complex site at a-total cost not to exceed 31500000 Motion
carried unanimously.

ITEM 8 CONSIDER INCREASING THE BUDGET FOR THE UTILITY
COVERAGE COMPONENT OF THE GIS ROUND 1 PROJECT GRANT
Motion by Bennett, supported by Burdziak, torauthorize an increase in
Orchiard, Hiltz, and McCliment's Purchase Order #16598 from 354.641.00 to
$59,641.00 in order to purchase the Utility Maintenance Information Svstem
that will complement the utility coverage on Canton's Geographical

Information System. Motion carried unanimously

ITEM 9 CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR
AND CLERK TO_ENTER AN INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT WITH
WAYNE COUNTY FOR THE ROUGE RIVER NATIONAL WET
WEATHER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT GRANT FOR GENERAL
STORM WATER PERMIT ACTIVITIES Motion by Bennett, supported b
McLaughlin, to authorize the Township Supervisor and Clerk to enter mto-in
Inter-Agency Agreement with Wayne County for the Rouge River National Wet
Weather Demonstration Project Grant for General Storm Water Permpt
Activities. Motion carried unanimously.

ITEM 10 AUTHORIZATION FOR FIRE CHIEF RORABACHER TO
ATTEND SCHQOL OF FIRE STAFF & COMMAND Mution by Bennett
supported by Ladoy, to approve the expenditure of $2,000.00 tuition far Fire
‘Chief Michael Rorabacher to attend the School of Fire Staff and Command ot
Eastern Michigan Umiversity Motion carried unanimousiy

ITEM 11 APPROVAL OF EXTENSION OF JANITORIAL CONTRACT
Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter, ta approve aone vear extension
of the janitorial contract with CleanNet USA for the Summit Community
Center in the amount of $63.660.00. Motion carried unantmoush -

ITEM 12 MERIT COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION FOR NON-
UNION CLASSIFIED.EMPLOYEES® 2000 COMPENSATION Motion b
Bennett, supported Ladoy. to approve the recommendation of the Mer
Commission to increase the salanies of the non-umon classified cmplovees by
3% across-the:bonrd and to increase the salury grades ranges for the now
union classified employees by 8% These increases shall hecome effective
1/172000. T also move to approve the anerease in the Car Allowance fo
Department Directors from 3250 to 3400 per month in liev of beings provided o
Township vehicle. Motion carned unadmously

ITEM_ 13 AWARD CONTRACT FOR THE 2000. CANTON LIBERTY
FEST _FIREWORKS DISPLAY Motion by Bennett, supported b
McLaughlin, to waive the forinal bidding procedures and award the contract
Wolverine Fireworks i the amonnt of $19.500 .00 for the 2000 Canton Liberts
Fest fireworks display to be held on June 240 2000 Mation carried

. unanimously.

ADJOURN Motion by Yack, supported by Burdzink, te adjouni at 10:00 PA
Motion carried unanimously. The above is a synopis of actions taken at the
Regular Board meeting held on Jan 25, 2000 The full text of the approved
minutes will be available following the next regalar meeving of the Board on
Feb 8, 2000. :
THOMAS J. YACK, Supervisor

Publish: Februnry 4 2000

TERRY G BENNETT Clork

.

F
W

o &
Mcl
emj
ple
exa
gan
tors

d |
leas
mai
wat
city
hav
but
wit
the
hel
city
tior

R
em
the
S-3
Ha
exa

V
has
Ser
twi(
res|
ser
div:

E
ass
ser
city

¢

sys

I
I

S
tea
Sck
Mi
sch

S
con
der

:‘'me

eng
she
Wit
une

the
too
(BT
sel|
is |
oth
exc
me

tea
Ad)
amn
tea
pla
sel
as1
It
thn
ma
Vo

in

s
imy
at |

“Si
me
St
chi
St



e e L e N S S I e G D e e

ol

that

wide

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2000

(P)ALS

Employees earn state
waterworks licenses

City of Plymouth Mayor David
McDonald announced that two
employees have recently com-
pleted and passed extensive
exams to receive state of Michi-
gan waterworks systems opera-
tors licenses.

tribution systems is the respon-
sibility and a requirement of the
Michigan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality. Certification
of employees as waterworks sys-
tem operators is based on profes-
sional experience, continuing

m

OBITUARIES

STEPHEN J. MYERNICK
- Services for Stephen J. Myernick, 86, of

Plymouth were held Feb. 1 at the Vermeulen
Funeral Home, Plymouth, with the Rev,
James A. Moloney officiating. Burial was in
St. Hedwig Cemetery, Dearborn Heights

He was born Nov. 4, 1913, in Phillips,
Wis., and died Jan. 29 in Ann Arbor. He was
a general foreman.

Mr. Myernick was preceded in death by

United Methedist Church or St. John United
Methodist Church, Winter Haven.

Local arrangements were made by the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home, Plymouth

DORiIS MAY FULTON

Services for Doris May Fulton, 74, of West-
land were held Feb. 2 at the Schrader-How-
ell Funeral Home, Plymouth, with the Rev
Rosewell Fulton officiating. Burial was in
Cadillac Memorial Gardens, Westland.

ger Memorial Scholarship Fund c/o Ver-
meulen Funeral Home, 46401W. Ann Arbor
Road, Plymouth, MI 48170 :
Local arrangements were made by the
Vermeulen Funeral Home, Plymouth
LAURA
Services for Laura Allshouse, 92, of Ply-
mouth (formerly of Adrian; were held Feb. 2
at the Braun Everliss Wagley Funeral Home
with the Rev. Geoffrey Koglin officiating.

this The cty 1s required Lo have at  education and extensive written Dis parents, Stephep and Therean_ Myernick She was born Jan. 19, 1926, in Detroit and  Burial was in Livonia Center Cemetery.
* to least one full-time employee who  examinations. Survivors include his two sons, Richard died Jan. 29 in Wayne She was a homemak- She was born Feb. 20, 1907, in Plymouth
maintains certification as an S-2 According to Assistant City (Doreen) S. Myernick of Plymouth and Den- o oy Fulton moved to Florida in 1976 and died Jan. 29 in West Trail Nursing Cen-
water distribution operator. The Manager Paul Sincock, the certi- nis M. Myernick of Minneapolis, Minn ; one and returned to Westland in November of ter. Plymouth. She was retired from Good-
st for city now has four employees who fications earned by employees is  sister, Ann Kekel of Grand Blanc; and one 1999 to be near her family. She was a mem-  will Industries. She was active in senior citi-
ms to have obtained their water distri- a part of a strategic plan devel- ~granddaughter, Lynn Myernick if Costa ber of the Order of Eastern Star, Plymouth zens catiges until. 1992 when she went'to live
nt of bution license in accordance oped for the Municipal Services Mesa, Calif. Chapter 115, and while in Floridg was a with ht-r.de.iu shter m Plymouth. She was a
with state law. The purpose of Department that includes ongo- Memorials may be made to the National member of the V.F.W. 10097 Ft ora loving m()lht“:‘ and grandmother
LETOn the licensing requirement is to  ing education and professional- Kidney Foundation of Michigan, 2350 South  Baach Cooties V.F W, FL Muviss Beach g;h:’ Law rvc:edt-é{in death by horoatints:
g the help insure the safety of the ization of employees. Huron Parkway, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. An;eri;'fm Leg-ion'2;75 Ft 'hr‘lv'erq. Beach and two husl‘)z;nfzi{ Russell Densmore ang Harold
28 ;:(2:1 :v('::(l-:ukmg water distrihus 4 .J(‘)I)s ofl the Municipal Ser-  MAURICE DONALD KIME v Veterans of America of Ft. Myers. Allshouse; and one brother, Elmer Wilsey
er be va}.},“y " Miinici Al G enidak v ue-;.] s t)ye.t;ls nee becoming Services for Maurice Donald Kime, 94, of Her hobbies included crocheting, collecting  Survivers include her daughter, Helen Grif-
y the cigiboyes Mavk v(,'r’m" pi‘:‘:‘:(fg ':::‘d‘ uu':“’fn ‘; 'l"‘ '}'}‘"' ‘*(f“ih g{’ea’ Plymouth (formerly of Winter Haven, Fla.)  gifts for the Candlelight Kids of Ft. Myers fin of Plymouth; two grandchildren, Chris-
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responsibilities are in the water
services and landscape services
divisions.

Hammar, of Westland, is an
assistant director for municipal
services and has worked for the
city for more than 20 years.

Certification of waterworks
system operators and water dis-

organization that promotes the
safety of the nation’s drinking
water supplies,

In addition to Verrot and
Hammar, Scott Baker and Paul
Dave Orr have passed examina-
tions for waterworks systems
licenses that meet state require-
ments.

Isbister teacher wins
Extra Miler Award

Sarah Smith, a first-grade’

teacher at Ishister Elementary
School, was awarded the Extra
Miler Award at the Jan. 25
school board meeting.

Smith was recognized for her
comnmiitment to the staff-and stu-
dents of Isbister- School board

-members cited her warm and

engaging personahty and noted
she greets all she encounters
with concern. compassion and
understanding

Sarah Smith 1s also cited for
the tremendous repertoire of
tools, strategies and plans she
uses to help children learn. Her
self-directian and self-motivation
1s so strong that she inspires
other to strive harder and seek
excellence by her example. board

members said t l‘mthu around one main element or focus. The pam focus of any be
“Qq s ot ] X 4 : ek v X e
'S‘“"h‘ hm;‘Ihlh L e room 18, of course, the bed. . And, McLauchlins has i v assortment
teacher.” said Isbister parent . : : :
is “Shp. ot bed stvles with manv of our beds y . ‘ Fine Twent '
Adrienne Davis. “She has honed { < le 1 \ 1 5 € %,
and developed her skills in more: beautitul pieces including sever aceiie: lesions! Paviei

teaching children to a level that
places her in a-class’all by her-
self. She brings such enthusi-
asm and zest to her classroom
It 15 as if she is learning every-
thing herself dand presenting in-a
manner that captures the very
vaung

“Smith: has been instrumental
in planning, raising monev and
istallihg equipment for the
improvement of the plavground
at Isbister”

Prinicipal Lee Harrison added,
Sarah is also a very active
member of the District Social
Studies Advisory Commuffee and
chairs Isbister’'s NCA Socral
Studies Comnittee ™

Smith received a certificate of

recognition, a pin of the Flag of
Liberty and Learning, and a din-
ner gift certificate, all presented
by board member Judy Mardi-
gian. :

merly Pennwalt Chemicals in Wyandotte.
He also was a registered pharmacist. He
retired in 1970. He was a native of Sturgis,
Mich., before moving to Detroit. He was a
resident of Rosedale Park for 40 years.

After retirement in 1975, he moved to Ply-
mouth and to Winter Haven, Fla,'He was a
member of Plymouth First United Methodist *
Church and St. John United Methodist
Church in Winter Haven.

While in Winter Haven, he was a member
of the Waggoners Club, Shrine Club and -
Elks Lodge of Winter Haven. He was also a
member of Lake Region Scottish Rite in
Winter Haven and Scottish Rite in Detroit.
He received his degree from the Detroit
Institute of Technology (now part of Wayne
State University) in chemistry and pharma-
cy. : ;

Survivors include his wife, Charlotte of
Plymouth (formerly of Winter Haven, Fla.).

Memorials may be made to Plymouth First

Fulton of Garden City; two daughters,
Jacqueline (Ernest) Beckman of Garden City
and Donna (Richard) Pilarski of Presque
Isle, Mich.: friend, Ellsworth (Ells) Mason of
Westland; six grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. -

Memorials may be made to charity.

MARK JEFFREY BOLGER

Services for Mark Jeffrev Bolger, 16, of
Plymouth took place Feb. 1 at NorthRidge
Church (formerly known as Temple Baptist)
with the Rev, Brad Powell officiating.

He was born March 13, 1983, in Livonia
and died Jan. 28 in Livonia. He was-a stu-
dent. ; -

Survivars include his parents, Jeffrey and
Pamela Bolger of Plymouth: one brother.
Bryan Bolger of Plymouth; grandmother,
Flora Kremin of Riverview, Mich:: and
grandparents, Norman and Joan Bolger of
Fall River, Mass: :

Memorials may be made to the Mark Bol-

Services for Ruby P: Artman, 83, of Ohio
were held Feb. 1 at Baumgardner Funeral
Home with Rev. John Helgeson officiating
Burial was in Kinsman Cemetery.

She was born July 16, 1916, in Dorset,
Ohio, and died Jan. 28 in Miller Memorial
Health Care Center. She was a bookkeeper
and teller for Mahoning National Bank, from

“which she retired. She was a 50-year mem-

ber of the Kinsman Presbyterian Church
and also a member of the Eastern Star in
Kinsman’ ;

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Milton H. Artman; one son, Kenneth -
Artman: one sister, Mary Paulson; and one

_brother. Clark Paulson. Survivors include

her daughter, Ella Bastine of Canton: one
sister, Cassie M. Halnes of Dorset, Ohio: and
two granddaughters, Melissa M. Bastine of
Huntington Beach, Cahf., and Selena .J. Bas-
tine of Canton

Memaorials may be made to the Kinsman
Presbyterian Church
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Ice Fest

Plumouth Abserver

OPINION

794 SOUTH MAIN, PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 48170

Want it local? Dig a bit deeper

But take a closer look at the numbers from

being able to please everyone, look no further | this year’s festival. Less than $45,000 was

If you're looking for proof of the adage about not |

than the Plymouth ice festival.

Here’s an event that has, over the years,
brought international exposure to our city, not
to mention tens of thousands of visitors, most
of whom probably wouldn’t make it inside our

- boundaries for any other reason. It’s a time
when many businesses thrive, with some call-
ing it the best retail time of the year aside
from the Christmas season.

" Yet much of the hue and cry about the festi-
val comes from some of the same businesses

" who are reaping the benefits of the large
crowds..

The “complaint du jour” is the commercial-
ization of the festival, with the entry of corpo-
rate sponsors like Farmer Jack, Pepsi and
Southwest Airlines. A quick trip through the
mathematical facts tells you the sponsors are
not only necessary but should be welcomed.

According to event organizers, the festival

- costs roughly $150,000 to present. Costs are
met in a number of ways, among them direct
cash contributions, in-trade services and the
corporate sponsorships. Local businesses have
the opportunity to chip in to help defray the

cost of putting on an event that brings scads of

potential customers to the streets of Ply-
mouth.:

K3

made in direct cash contributions from local
businesses. That means more than two-thirds

. of the cost was borne by outside sponsors, who
| don’t necessarily get a direct financial benefit,

at least, not the kind of benefit local business-
es get.

And who's doing most of the complaining
about the “commercialization?” Companies
that actually made money. It strikes us as
somewhat hypocritical when business owners
make money off of the ice festival and don’t
put any financial stock into the show, then
turn around and whine about it being too com-
mercial. Of course, it’s easier to be critical of
something in which you have no real stake.

To be fair, we should point out that our

. company puts out a tabloid-sized publication

showcasing the ice festival. It’s designed, nat-

-urally, to make money for the company, but it

is also gaining status as the preeminent infor-
mation source for scads of festival goers. As a
sponsor, though, the Qbserver is also a major
contributor to the festival. j

- And if you want a more local show, with
less corporate appeal and more Plymouth zeal,
more of you are going to have to do the same.

Death reinforces safety concerns

accidents, like the one that killed 7-year-old
Joseph Michael Mouaikel of Livonia on Jan.
22. :

Trying to make something good come from
their son’s death, the parents are trying tao e-
mail their message around the world. It's a
simple message, marked with their tears of
experience, and one that bears repeating: If
you go sledding, put bicycle helmets on your
children and yourself. :

Back when many of us were kids, we didn’t
seem to worry as much about safety. For
years, few Americans wore safety belts.

Decades of death, injury and heartache
taught people that they were safer with seat-

_belts on, and laws followed aiming to ensure
- safety and reduce the public health costs.
Later, bicycle helmets moved into the fore-
i front of the public, again through statistics
; i and stories of injuries and deaths. Those are
: still optional, but strongly recommended for
safe bicycling. .
When it comes to bicycling or sledding, peo-
: ple will say, “We didn’t wear helmets when we
- were kids and we survived.”
:  Others will say, “We cannot put our kids in
*'a bubble and protect them from everything.”
: Both pomts are true.
. But we can learn from e penence and we
can still enjoy the fun of something like sled-
: ding with-a minor precautlon that can, per-
- haps, save a life.
- But don’t take our word, listen to the words
¢ of Dianne and George Mouaikel:

lt isn’'t pessible to-make sense out of tragic

-
s

:  “On January 25, 2000, we buried our 7-

. year-old son; our baby, our angel, our heart.

: He wasn't sick, he didn't have some horrible

. disease or tumor. He was, as most 7-year-olds
. are, a happy child full of life and love for

. everything and everyone.

! “Sa how did he die? It was a horrible acci-

. dent doing something that most kids love to

i do. He was sledding down a snow-covered hill
. when the sled veered off course and werit

QUESTION:

What was
your
favorite
commercial
during
Sunday’s
Super
Bowl?

T O N U T T L S A,

COMMUNITY VOICE

B ...we can learn from experience

‘and we can still enjoy the fun of

something like sledding with a
minor precaution that can, .
perhaps, save a life.

straight into a tree. He flew off the sled and
his poor little head slammed into the tree. In
a little over an hour our little boy lay lifeless
on a table in a nearby emergency room.

“Now then, why are we sending this e-mail?

“We’re trying to spark a reaction, a reaction
that will spread fast and wide so that no other
family, for that matter no other community
(his church, his school, the YMCA and the
many fathers and sons at that camp that were
there that day, his friends, our friends, etec. ...
this tragedy has touched so many here) will
never face and feel what we are feeling now.
The feelings at the loss of a child cannot be
described unless you have lost one yourself.
We hope you never do. So here is the reactmn
we're looking for:

“Joseph's death could have been prevented

- if he had only been wearing a bicycle helmet

or some kind of protective helmet on his head.
We realize the news media has just started -
talking about .accidents that happen while -
sledding and how many children and people
are hurt every year, but unfortunately some-
times it takes a tragedy to get the point
across. :

“So we're asking everyone ... forward this e-
mail to everyone you know, we want the mes-
sage to spread across the world. Please make
sure that your children are wearing their- -pro-
tective helmets when they're riding their
bikes, Rollerbladmg, skate boarding and
please, please when they are sledding too!
And parents, your children love you and they
need you, wear your protective helmets too.”

It’s a message worth thinking about.

S R R T SR L

We asked this ‘

question at -
Summit on the

Park in Canton.

“The Budweiser -

commercial
where the dog is
the star actor.”

Raiph Sabatini
Canton

‘| liked the cat- -

“1 liked the ope

“The monkey .
" herding commer- with the monkey and two old men.
cial.” . and two guys. | They said 'we
i think it was one just dropped
cmc“m‘ of the dot com $2.5 million on
anten | commercials.” this commer-
; ot ial.'”
s . c a .
Neweom John Wood
‘Brighton Canton
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Opinions are to be shared: We welcome your ideas, that's why we offer tius space for your
opinions. We will help by edxtmg for clarity. To assure authenticity we ask that you provide a
contact telephone number and if mailing or faxing a letter, please sign it. Letters can be mailed
to: Brad Kadrich, 794 South Main, Plymouth, MI 48170, faxed to Brad at (734) 459-4224 or '
ematled to bkadrich@oe. homecomm.net. '

Cost too high

Well, I hope whoever is in charge of our Ice -
Festival has learned something in the past .
three years. We used to have around 230
sculptures on our streets, with people all over

the streets taking pictures of each and looking | s i : :
L g applications to National Heritage Academies,

in business windows or going in.

Now it seems like the almighty dollar is
more important than our visitors, who drive
miles to view these.

Our street sculptures have dropped from
230 to 58 again this year, and the main reason
for that is the price for setting a sculpture in
front of your business is now starting at $350
to $700. In the beginning, they were free and
still gave prize money to the best.

Many businesses I talked to wouldn’t hesi-

| ing room oﬂly) that I knew from all facets of

+ my life: the public school my oldest deughter

- attends, my church, the grocery store, my
! neighbors.

1

They were all there and all excited. Five
hundred people have completed and returned

waiting, hoping, and waiting and hoping.
Apparently, our children are to be denied

- this opportunity. Why?

The property being considered is zoned
appropriately for a school.-National Heritage
Academies met the site criteria as required by

" law. National Heritage Academies has worked
| diligently with the staff planners of Canton

tate to pay $150.or $200, but refuse to pay this |

Township.
In fact, the staff planners recommended
that the planning commission approve the

hlg:)etr— amo:mt, :;:-HCh 1S pricing our street  application. I

sl W RN Mel Bobcean Yet, the planning commission denied the ;‘;’:‘

: ic

Mel’s Golden Razor appllcaflon_. ) best

Plymouth A commissioner even stated that although ache

. National Heritage Academies has met the and
[ ] ;

: - requirements for special use approval, she t

< - '_ was voting against the project. Doesn’t the law gree‘

De'“a' was undeserved . matter anymore? stél;

Pasiioi - Fivsntinn .. Childrex .. Now that we have allowed all this growth feel

It is with a heavy heart that I write this let- - in our community, are we not responsible for me

‘ter. On Jan. 10, my ever-so-optimistic family the infrastructure needed to support it? ‘1

arrived at the Canton Township administra- Charter schools are pubhc schools. Howev- :;ae{‘

tion building. | er, they pay property taxes and are built with- (an

We were going to be there when the Canton | out an additional tax burden to the communi- the

P]enmng Commission approved our new char- ty. ; app

ter school. It was not to be. ; ' Our community is missing a great opportu- RO

In January _Of 1999, l' attended a m‘eetmg' . nity to improve our schools and add sorely 'lll‘]hi

~ hosted by 'Natlonal Heritage Academies. [ 1€t .40 capacity, without an increase in our 1

- full of excitement and a sense of renewed tias it

enthusiasm for my children’s education. Gi i 1t gelc

That sense of excitement and enthusiasm e opportumtv. ESUUIG be gratain o i

vina raliiforoed sgain and Bgaih, The mors par for a school such as this in my néighborhoad =

= - : , : : r

énta, grandparents and administrators from and cannot even imagine denying this oppor- Mf;

National Heritage Academies my husband tunity to my children or my friends. par

and I spoke with, the more we wanted this I plead with the commission and the Can- bod

opportunity for our children and the children ~ ton Township Board of Trustees, do not let mo;

of our community. . this opportunity pass our children by. gl

We were not alone! The January 1999 a ‘ K. Suzanne Rodenbach ancd

meeting was attended by many people (stand- Canton tre
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Despite_ changes outlook for downtown business district st111 positive™

know what kind of prediction

would have been made 100
years ago as our city moved
from the 19th to the 20th cen-
tury. I doubt that any prognos-
ticator had much more of a
chance to be more accurate
than I will have in this effort.

Actually, I have been asked
to comment on the health of the
central business district with
predictions for it going into the
next century. This is a some-
what narrower focus made
more pretentious because of the
millennium. I am reminded of
the eminent scientist at the end
of the last century who
announced that humankind
had already discovered and
understood all the significant
mysteries of our physical envi-
ronment (and presumably the
universe) and that mankind
could expect few new inven-
tions.

Of course, that was-before
Henry Ford, Einstein, the
atomic bomb, computers, the
space program, and the com-
munication revolution.

I have been a “business resi-

It would be interesting to

dent”

the cen-
tir al
business
district of
the city
for most
of the
last four
decades.
When [ :
PAZER JOHN THOMAS |
the high

school and the courthouse were
located in the central business
district but are now gone. Also,
there were grocery stores, phar-
macies, hardware stores and
other commodity-sales busi-
nesses, now mostly gone.

The cross-town transporta-
tion system was basically Ann
Arbor Trail and Ann Arbor
Road, now replaced by M-14
and I-275 directing vehicle traf-
fic around but not through Ply-
mouth. These changes reflect
the fact that a mere 50 years
ago the city of Plymouth was a
separate city in reality (not just
politically), serving a farm com-
munity that was near to but
not yet an integral part of the

" | GUEST COLUMNIST |

metropolitan complex of south-
east Michigan.

We are now a suburb. We
might have been a suburb even
then, but the locals (the “0ld
guard”) weren't buying it. The
changes occurred anyway and
the “old guard” is mostly gone.

I imply nothing derogatory
with the use of the term “old
guard.” [ knew and liked nearly
all of them. They had at least
one common characteristic:
they mostly loved, worked and
played close to home. They had
not adopted the new test of
suburban success: work where
you must, sleep where you
“live,” play at the cottage up
north, at the condo in Florida,
and float on the boat (or yacht).

This leaves little time to be
an integral part of the local
community. Many stayed at
home in the sense they partici-
pated in and made their city a
more total community and a

good place to live. They are (or

will be) missed. The verdict is

‘not yet in as to whether they

have been adequately replaced.
The city is still a good place
to live and work with most of

the amenities of a total commu-
nity. The central business dis-
trict is still alive, just different.

I recall as a young man serv-
ing as president of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, participating
in an effort to find so-called
anchor tenants, like Sears or
Jacobson’s or others, to come
into the central business dis-
trict of Plymouth and fill the
holes being left by the so-called
commodity merchants who
were leaving.

This turned out to be a fool-
ish and naive®effort. T fand we)
were fighting change. Our mer-
chants can’t sit back and wait
for the customers to show up
and buy because that had been
the pattern for years, indeed
generations. I also recall serv-
ing as the chairperson of a
meeting scheduled by our local
governments and the local mer-
chants held in the Michigan
Department of Transportation
and the U.S. Department of
Transportation to alter and
change the on-off ramps on
either M-14 and/or [-275 so
that traffic could be directed
through Plymouth. Our local

politicians and merchants
feared this change. The effort
was fruitless and hindsight has
suggested to me that it also
was a foolish and naive endeay-
or. We were fighting change.

Our merchants now realize
they must attract their cus-
tomers and create their mar-
ket. We have many knowledge-
able merchants who do well.
The central business district
has few empty stores and it
looks good. The city of Ply-
mouth (and DDA) street and
improvement program (the
streetscape) was a positive
effort to influence change, but
not fight it. More of this kind of
thing 1s needed.

Plymouth will not have the

luxury of time in the future.

Events are moving too quickly
and we are affected by factors
locally, nationally and interna-
tionally. We will need many
fingerprints in this continuous

effort. However, we have many.

good people (even if they aren’t
labeled the “old guard”) and T
predict we will attract others.
We are still a community,
with all this means and

implies, and not just a bedroom
suburb. The recent changes in
city parking ordinances and the
resulting new commercial’
development are evidence of
vitality and a willingness to
change. The efforts of many of
our retailers to sell on the
Internet are an effort to reach
out for customers and demon-
strate a willingness to change.

We need to continuously
remind all sectors of the Ply-
mouth community - residential
and business, public and pri-
vate — of their respective inter-
dependence. All these facets of
our community need to adapt
to change and do so more
quickly than ever before. | pre-
dict we will do so.

I do believe we can influence
our destiny. To do 80 requires
we be flexible, intelligent, and
quick about it. The belief that
we as a free people can influ-
ence our destiny is an essential
tenet of democracy. We have
the resources to do so even if
they need a little retraining
from time to time.

John Thomas is a Plymouth
attorney.

Lawmakers see no eyil where gambling dangers are concerned

ojust what casualty rate are we
willing to accept in our pursuit
of a good time? -
For economic development? For tax
revenues? :
Those questions should have been
brought into sharp focus last week
when Solomon Bell, a police sergeant
_ from OakPark described by friends as
a “recreational gambler,” stepped back
from a blackjack table after having
lost an estimated $15,000 to $20,000
in four hours and shot himself in the
head right there on the “high roller
floor” of the MotorCity Casino.

‘News of the incident may have been
shocking, but it shouldn't have been
surprising. We've known all along
that as we expand gambling opportu-
nities in the state of Michigan we are
going to expand gambling problems

No racism in Detroit CEO vote

t ain’t necessarily so. Things seldom are what
Ithey appear. The things that you're liable to -
read in the Bible — they ain't necessarily so. |
In the aftermath of last week’s failed search |
for a CEO for the Detroit schools, you'd think }
" Michigan Treasurer Mark Murray is at the very |
best a racist puppet in Goy. John Engler’s z
scheme to deny the citizens of Detroit their civil |
|

and political rights.

Here’s a sample, attributed by the Detroit
Free Press to Wayne County Commissioner |
Bernard Parker: “Mark Murray doesn’t under-
stand a community that fought for its rights. | {
feel like a slave; I feel like my master just told

me what to do.” (Wild applause.)

What all the fuss is about. of ciurse, is Mur-
ray’s vote against Dr. John Thompson to be the
new school CEO. As Gov. Engler’s representative
(and, as such, given veto power over selection of
the CEO by the legislation that created the
appointed board), Murray ‘hought Dr. Thomp-
son’s career showed no measurable improvement
in academic performance. The vote was 5-1 for

Thompson, so Thompson lost.

The whole episode is a perfect illustration that |
surface appearances in complex political events
seldom provide insight into what really goes on

Before I get to that, however, [ want to set the
record clear about Mark Murray. I've known
Mark, now 45, for years, just as I knew both hus |
parents. He doesn’t have a racist bone in his f
body. In fact, he’s one of the most principled,

moral people I know.

His distinguished career in public service
included hitches with Govs. William Milliken
and James Blanchard before becoming state
treasurer and chief policy adviser to John
Engler. Over the years, Murray has become one
of the most respected people in Lansing

So how does somebody as smart and experi
ented as'Mark Murray get involved in what
looks like a very embarrassing tramn wreck?

In the first place, why didn’'t Murray signal to
his colleagues on the hoard that he couldn't sup-
port Thompson before things got to the 5-1
vote/veto that exposed the board’s disarray in
public and set at risk any subsequent search?”

Ina conversatmn last weekend, Murray told
me he.made it clear he didn’t favor Thompson
from the start. He was prepared to let Thompson
be on a short list of four candidates tall black,
incidentally) in hopes that the search firm would
provide evidence that students in districts led by
him improved their test scores. No such evidence
was forthcoming, and so Murray voted against

Thompson.
-So what really happened”

' compulsive

First, the search firm engaged h\ the board,
H.C. Smith, really screwed up. Asked to suggest
“non traditional candidates” (1.e. people with
business or military backgrounds but demon
strated leadership skills), they offered up educa
tors only. Moreover, it turns out the firm’s back

too. Study after
study has tied

gambling to a
long list of
social ills —
increased bank-
ruptcies, job > R i
losses, alco- ; :
holism, domes- m
tic violence, :
child abuse, ;
poverty for the children of compulsive
gamblers and so on.

Suicide’is only the most extreme
side-effect of problem gambling. It is
not, however, an unusual side-effect.

i Studies put the suicide rates in cities

that allow legalized gambling at four
times the rate for those that don't,
according to Charles Nunez Jr., direc-

tor of Community Impact.

Bell just had the poor form to do it
publicly. Most compulsive gamblers
are kind enough to keep the carnage -
of their lives behind closed doors so
that the rest of us don’t have to be
bothered. We can lay our wagers. The
state can continue to expand legalized
gambling without distraction..

- Just a week before Bell took his
life, The Evaluation Center at West-
ern Michigan University released its
1999 “Survey of Gambling Behaviors
in Michigan.” Even before the Detroit
casinos opened, it estimated there
were 220,000 problem gamblers in
this state. Some 85,000 of them, the
study concluded, were “probahle
pathological” — that 1s severely com-
pulsive about their gdmbllng And the
numbers are on the rise.

The study con-
tained an inter-
‘esting side note.
For all we heard
in the last leg-

- aslative session

[

i were inadequate. .
Second -
part —

|

| focused an trywng to find an ©

track,” said Murray,

- Detroit schools ™

aity he hopes to lead
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| greund checks on the candidates it did suggest

and this is an informed guess on,my

it tooks like the majority of the board
decided to play an early game of chicken to sce if

I Murray would blink. He didn't. Now the board

| can get on with its work with a clearer under-

i standing of whose spine is stuff.

The third factor has to do with Detroit deputs

i mayor and school board chair Freeman Hendrix

" Hendnix is smart, energetic and ambitious. [t's

. no secret that he's interested in taking Mavor

Dennis Archer’s place when the time comes. And

the highly publicized events and complex racial

politics surrounding the search for a new CEO

for the Detroit schools are a perfect place for a

smart, ambitious pohitician to do his stutl

In a radio interview afier the vote, Gov

| Engler eharged Hendrix with being too narrowly

African-American”
CEO. Hendrix responded that the law giving the
governor's representative veto power over the
hoard majority was the equivalent of tormer
Alabama Gov. George Wallace standing i the
schoolhouse door. Score one for Hendrix in pub

[ hely standing up to Gov. Engler

| Last week the board in a relatively sahe
productive meeting deaided to conduct & new:

I search, using a new search firm

who added that

that bemng African American would give

! date a substantial advantage in being an etfo
tive CEO. 1 would expect that the final resulis
would vield an African American leader tor the

So score two for Freeman Hendrix in setting

¢ the stage for a-unammous vote of the board he
i chairs to hare a (presumably ) capable school CEO

whose ethmaeity is a plus with the voters in the

hike on the surtace
it’s not bad for a couple of weeks” work

Phil Power s chairman of HomeTown Comn
thy company that
owns this nelespaper He weldomes your com
(734) 9A3-2047. e
j 1880 or by e-mdnl at ppon'er&@homecomm net

crack down on
Iuternet gam-

| bling, the stud\ found that less than 1
{ percent of Michigan residents — 0.6

percent to be exact — have ever gam-
bled over-the Internet. Compare that
to the 75 percent who have bet on the

i lottery, 62 percent who have played in
| a casino, 45 percent who have played

at charitable events and the 30 pavs

i cent who have bet on horses.

But then, lawmakers have not fig-
ured out yet how to tax Internet gam-

bling either. The siate does get rev- -

enue from all those other forms of
gambling - including charitable gam-
ing. According to a House Legislative
Analysis, the state netted $6.7 million
on fees and revenues from charitable

i games in 1995. The staté’s take from

“millionaire parties,” bingo games and
the like in 1998 was $8 million,
- Charitable gaming has been off in

i recent years. Fund-raising groups

about the need to |

report that the overall take from char-

itable games has dipped about $20

fmillion annually since 1992, The prob-

lémis attnbuted to competition from

other torms of gambling, like casinos
ind Kigh stakes | bingo jackpots
So in- March, Michigan will again

expand gambling. Through a law

already passed by the Leglslature. !.he
state will raise the limits on charita-
ble gaming. In bingo, the limits come
off the jackpot. Groups will be able to
band together to create what the new
law refers to ds the “Michigan Pro-
gressive Jackpot.” For each bingo
event included, the jackpot continues
to grow when no one hits the number.

| The prize cap at millionaire parties

will be raised from $2,000 to $15,000.
Last year, the federally sponsored

| National Gambling Impact Study Com-

mussion called for a moratorium on nefw
games, concluding that researchers

still'don’t know the full extend of the .

problems likely to result fromour .

¢ expanding gambling industry.

Michigan lawmakers aren't listen-
ing. Acting like compulsive gamblers

| themselves — and even with the b&gin-

ning of a body count from the Detroit
casinos — state legislators seem unable
to stop themiselves

They say: “Just one more: gamv

Mike Malott reports on the local
implications of state and regional
vents. He can be reached by phone at
2481 634-8219 or by ¢ mail at
rnialott@homecomm net
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New program sends smoking teens to the ‘dog house’

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@oe.homecomm.net

- Some 21 teenagers from sever-
al Wayne County communities
began learning this past week-
énd that “if you
smoke, you
might go to the
dogs.”

. So says Sher-
iff Robert A.
Ficano, whose

conducting
“Operation Dog

gram aimed at
reducing teen Robert Ficano
smoking by dis- -
douraging
youths from buying cigarettes
and thereby breaking the law.
Under the program, teens
caught buying smokes by under-
cdover deputies are given a
choice: Go to court with their
parents, pay a fine and possibly
have a juvenile record, or attend

a smoking cessation program
and do some community service
with the Michigan Humane
Society.

“The 21 teens who chosg the
latter were among 25 frem Livo-
nia, Garden City, Plymouth,
Redford Township and Taylor
caught buying cigarettes since
the undercover operation began
Dec. 13, according to Ralph Kin-
ney, sheriff's department deputy
chief of staff. '-‘

They were caught by under-
cover deputies who were staking
out retail stores near high
schools five days a week, either

Mondays through Fridays or
_ Wednesdays through Sundays,

Kinney said.

On Sunday, they began the
Operation Dog House alterna-
tive, attending an eight-hour
tobacco cessation program spon-
sored by the Wayne County
Health Department and per-
forming 16 hours of community
service by cleaning the dog ken-
nels at the I'Iumﬂne Society,

Ficano said.

“Parents love” Operation Dog
House, said Kinney. “Most par-
ents are shocked” to find out
their child is smoking.

They also find out their off-
spring come up with some inter-

-esting excuses, Kinney said.

“One told officers he was given
the cigarette by his parents, but

that he had to go outside to
smoke,” said Kinney. “His par-
ents said that was not true.
“Another told his parents he
was ‘only holding the cigarette,’
that it wasn't lit,” Kinney relat-
ed. “But when his parents
asked, ‘So why were you holding
it?", he said he didn’t know.”
Some parents are even coming

down with their kids for the

community service portion “to
emphasize the importance of it
all,” Kinney added.

The “parents are not happy to
be having to do that on a Satur-
day,” but they're doing it any-
way, he said. el -

Operation Dog House is a
pilot program by Ficano's
department, which is the lead
unit in a seven-county task force
called Operation Nic-Net (Nico-
tine Net).

The task force, operating
under a federally funded, state

administered grant enabling

sheriff's deputies from Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb, Lenawee,

Persons interested in teaching
as a career should plan to
‘attend a meeting of the Future
Teachers' Club at Schoolcraft
g.ollege 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb.

2

% Representatives from five area

colleges will explain their pro-
grams and answer questions.
Students currently enrolled in
the programs will share their
perspectives.

The colleges are: Madonna

;Program will answer questions about teaching programs

University, University of Michi-
gan, Dearborn, Wayne State
University and the University of
Detroit Mercy.

The session will be held in
McDowell Center, room 200 and

1ight reéfreshments will be

_mirovich at (734) 462-4400, _ext.

served.

The meeting is free and open
to anyene in the community
interested in teaching. For
information, call Sylvia Vuk-

5203.

& -

»
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All-wheel drive.
All-around luxury.

2000
mercury
mountaineer

Mercury Mountaineer V-8 AWD with Convenience

gro_up and Luxury group features include: 5.0L

OHV V-8 engine » Al-Wheel Drive » Powér windows

and door locks e Dual front airbags’™ ¢ 4-wheel disc

anti-lock brakes ¢ Fingertip speed control with tap-

up/tap-down feature ¢ SecuriLock'” passive anti-

theft system e Remote keyless entry e Electronic

automatic temperature control

299,

Washtenaw, Monroe and Jack-
son counties to concentrate on
retailers selling tobacco to
minors, found retailers wanted
the sheriffs to “look into youths
smoking cigarettes, so we have

been looking at places where
* kids are smoking cigarettes and

try to get them into cessation
programs,” said Ficano.

“With children, (our intent is)
to rehabilitate them and let
them see how dangerous smok-
ing i8,” the sheriff said.

Tobacco is “a legal product for
adults and nobody is going to
infringe on that,” Ficano said.
“But at the same time, it's a
health issue for teens and even-
tually it becomes a health issue
for insurance and everything
else on down the line.”

Although it’s a $50 misde-
meanor for a minor ‘to buy
cigarettes, “We're not trying to
build up (arrest) records, we're
trying to educate youngsters,
and this (Operation Dog House)

H COUNTY NEWS

is a much more compelling way
to do it,” Ficano stated.

“Parents seem to be enthusias-
tic about” the alternative
because “it doesn’t create any
(Juvenile) record for youths, but
at the same time it has a posi-
tive reinforcement of the conse-
quences of their actions,” the
sheriff said: “If you smoke, you
might go to the dogs.”

Ficano added that one phase of
Operation Nic-Net educates mer-
chants about selling tobacco to
minors while another phase cov-
ers enforcement, with undercov-
er deputies going into stores
with underage decoys who
attempt purchases.

“At one time (non-compliance
by merchants) was as high as 70
percent in Wayne County,” the
sheriff said. “Now it's close to 40
percent.”

Golf outing set for June 26

The Sixth Annual St. Louis
Center Celebrity Golf Outing
will take place 1 p.m. Monday,
June 26, at the Fox Hills Coun-
try Club in Plymouth.

Golfers will play on the Golden

cash'due at signing =~ -
after *1 500 cash back
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cost is $350 per golfer or $2,500
for hole sponsorship which
includes 18 holes of golf for four
people, lunch, dinner and prizes.

- For more information, call the

St. Louis Center at (734)475-
8430.
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Excess and
access mix

My daughter has been traveling
across Asia this last year, enjoying
the lush countryside of Vietnam and
Cambodia, the emerald green waters
off Thailand and the majestic splen-

dor of Nepal and Mt. Everest. And,
as a bonus, she’s become acutely
aware of how little it takes to thrive,
and thrive happily.

Upon her arrival last May, she
quickly saw that she needed to pare
down her lifestyle to the bare essen-
tials, if she planned to trek around
through the various countries. Her
backpack seemed twenty pounds
lighter after she discarded extra

sweaters, blue jeans, tennis shoes and

even her towel. The reformed but
super-improved pack now. carries a
dish towel (for drying off) two pairs of
shorts; one pair of long pants, two
shirts, a poncho, sandals and hygiene
necessities. Her luxury was.a mini-
C.D. player until a monkey in India
grabbed it and threw it off a rooftop.
But even that she doesn’t miss.
And what she carries on her back is
~ even far more than most people have,
she reports. But to her amazement,

they seem happier than their coun-

terparts here. Is, less better? Why is
it that in this country, when we have
access and excess, we don’t seem to be
a generally content population?

- As I sit here wondering how many
work days it will take me:to pay off
my Christmas bills, access and excess
seem glaringly out of whack. Any
item you want can now be bought on
the Internet. E-Commerce made
access to most anything easy this hol-
iday scason. At Christmas, after my
niece and nephews flew threugh no
less than 30 gifts apiece, the excess
seemed blatantly decadent.

“He didn't even look at the com-
puter game I hought him,” I thought.

The adage, the more we have, the
less we value, came to mind. I admit

. that my children grew up with too
many things, themselves. I watched
how they took care of their toys and
became increasingly annoyed at their
nonchalant attitude. This is why so
many of their things were taken to
the Salvation Army.

It wasn't until I started giving away
their so-called valued toys that they
began to change. It wasn’t until then
that they began to put clothes away
and toys in their place. But in retro-
spect, I wish I'had been more frugal
about how much I had given them in
the first place. :

Busy filling our lives with “stuff,”
we have forgotten the true meaning of
why we are here. Are we happier
because of all the stuff we have? In
the Far East, where life is free of the
gizmos we take for granted (phones,
pagers, computers; stereos,
microwaves, ¢te.), many people live
simple lives, with the goal of enjoying
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Calling all romantics. We're looking for
readers to write, call or email us the “most”
romantic thing anyone has ever done for
them. |

Has your mate made you the subject of a
love poem, wooed by roses and candlelight {
dinners, whisked away 1o a cozy bed and
breakfast without having to pack a bag or ’
does your significant other make you 1
breakfast in bed every Saturday? Whatever
the gesture we want all the details. Send I
us the information no later than Monday, i
Feb. 7 to be published in the Thursday, Feb. |
10 issue of the Community Life section ]
B Send your stories to: A |

- Kimberly Mortson A }
Community Life Editor g P
36251 Schaolcraft Road
Livonia, Ml 48150

 Or colt: }
(734) 9532131 b

B Or e-mali; '
kmor tson@oe.homegomm.net

A doll

on the web: http:/ /

story

Collector shares love
of international figures

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER
scasola@oe.homecomm.net

igmor Cuolahan looks for the
Rbeauty in life. She’s found some
of it in the art of collecting dolls.
“I used to play with dolls a lot when [
was little,” she said, standing behind
an array of detailed dolls from around
the world. “Maybe that’s how I got
started (collecting), T don’t know. Dolls
are pretty ... In anything in life, you
can find someﬂung pretty
Cuolahan, dressed in an mtruate]y
detailed Norwegian costume which
was embroidered for her by her aunt,
looks like something of a doll herself.

-Her gentle voice and sweet sense of

humor brought life to this look at her
favorite possessions. While she admit--
ted to not being an expert on the sub-
ject, she relayed stories and fables with
interesting detail and light-hearted-
ness. Imagine a trip around the world
in 30 minutes, guided through the eyes
of a doll. .
Born, raised and educated in Nor-
way, Cuolahan became a world travel-

er. It was a trip to Chicago at age 28

that made her destined to live in the
United States. On her way back to
Norway, she met a man she knew
would become her husband. She refers
to it as a “shipboard romance.” Four
years later, she wed the Lansing

native, and later moved to Wayne .

County. Cuolahan lived® in Livonia for
28 years before moving to her current
home in Northville.

Through all of her travels, to all cor-
ners of the world, Cuolahan has col-
lected dolls as souvenirs: From those
tinier than a fingertip to some several
feet high, each doll carries a personal
story and a history of its homeland.

She showed about one-third of her.

extensive collection Friday, Jan. 28,
Schoolcraft College Women's Resource
Center Luncheon Series.

“There’s a certain connection with all
the countries through the dolls.” said
Cuolahan, who has served on the board
of directors for Detroit’s International
Institute. For example, most countries
have a “harvest doll.” Some of her

“corn” dolls are thought to have been .

made at the beginning of harvest sea-
son to preserve the spirit of tho harvest
for future years.

Other dolls in the collection were cre-
ated in the image of figures like Duke
Ellington, Henry VIII-and Napoleon.
Some represented Sami (Norwegian
nomads), trolls.and angels. Materials
ineluded stone, clay, terra cotta, porce-
lain, wool, paper, glass and-even
banana fiber.

And each has it's own meaning: Cuo-
lahan owns what she believes is the
smallest nativity scene ever made, and.

a doll she found while traveling in
Iowa, which happened to have been
made in her small hometown in Nor-
way.

What draws little girls into owning
and collecting dolls? The mother
instinct, said Cuolahan. She remem-
bered when her mother would seva
clothes for her dolls, that is, until her
yvounger brother destroyed many of
them while playing “surgeon.” The rest
of her early collection was given away
during the German occupation of Nor-
way, ‘when no dols were being sold.

‘Her mother convinced her o give them

to children who did not have any.

She’s more than made up for those
she lost. “You can learn so much from

them, history. culture
said Cuolahan.

“When Marlou Groudt of
found out Cuola-
han would " be
speaking at the
luncheon, she
spread the word to
her friends at St.
John Lutheran.
Church in Farm-
ington Hills.

“I just think it's
fabulous,” she said
of the presenta-

and so forth.”

Livonia

“I stili have my
childhood doll,

" a table filled with Rigmor
Cuolahan’s doll collection.
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Unique: ngmar Cuolahan displays