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THE WEEK

AHEAD
MONDAY

City meets: The Plymouth
City Commission meets at
7 p.m. at City Hall.

Testing offered: GED test-
ieg will be offered
through the Plymouth-
Canton Adult Education

Department from 5- 10
p.m. Call 416-4901.

Clerical workers approve union

Bird elementary students are hitting

It wagn't exactly a mandate
from the masses, but Ply-
mouth Township employees
approved unionization in.a
21-12 decision.

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WTER

hucloe.homecommaet

A chance for employee equality in the Plymouth
Township workplace fueled Carol Hebert's yeil vote
Friday as ihe joined the mjority of clerical employ-
ees who voted for union representation.

I'm just glad it went," said Hebert, Plymouth Fire
Chief Larry Groth'B secretary. 'It's something that's
needed. We need to be a little more equal. I think it
will be a lot better. It will help our part-time people.
We need to be a unified group again. We have a fire
union, a police union, a DPW union, and a dispatch-
ers union."

The 21-12 vote means the clerical employees will
be represented by the American Federation of State
and County Municipal Employees union.

Irene Whitmore, deputy treasurer to Ron Edwards,
said a formal statement will be sent to both the

media and the employer. "We will call people and
say, 'What do you want this to say?'"

The union vote came despite comments Karen
Warner, AFSCME administrative director, heard
repeatedly during union organization meetings with
Plymouth Township clerical employees since Octo-
ber, when some township employees called for infor-
mation.

A union in Plymouth? You know you are in
Republican territory" were among comments she
heard.

"We're delighted that we were supported," said
Warner, who has negotiated about 24 initial con-
tracts for AFSCME. "We look forward to working
with and for our membership here and with the

Please Bee UNIOIL Al

TUESDAY

On Ice: The Plymouth
Whalers take to the ice at

Compuware Arena at
7:30 p.m. against the
Kingston Aontenacs. The
Whaters are tcying to cap-
ture the Ontario Hockey
League's Western Confer-
ence Championship.

THURSDAY

Hitting the mat: Plymouth
Salem wrestlers Ron
Thompson, Rob Ash and
Josh Henderson will be at
Joe Louis Arena as the
Division I state indiuidu-

hZ wrestling tournament
kicks off

SATURDAY

For sale: The Plymouth
Community Arts Council
sponsors its annual din-
ner / auction, with an
«Escape to the Caribbean"
theme. 7b get a pre-auc-
tion look at the auailable
items, call the PCAC at
(734) 416-4278.

the books this month, almost certainly
a direct result Of some recent . . .

Schmoos-ing
BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRrTER

tbru,catoloe.homeeomm.net -//Il/<I Ul.1 - .

Just as the swallows return to Capistrano, Ii-,+acIB,-
the Schmoos have returned to Bird Elemen- li94
tary. , 1 191///*34 4 -After an eight-year hiatus, the Schmoos 1.0/9//4&2 '.'. ':
invaded Bird school this past week, which 
ironically was also the beginning of reading . .- %

mo came to school one morning and there 
was an invasion," said Mary Robb, inside the *I*9¥4.'.
media center she runs at the school.

The Schmoos are available for adoption by
students, but with very stringent rules.

«When you adopt a Schmoo, you promise to
read to them, write to them, write about k
them and hug them," said Robb.

Thus far the invasion of the Schmoos to ,>f- ' - .. lk-

increase n,ading and writing this month has -4
worked.

Parents are gayink the kids are coming &2
home and writing like crazy," added Robb. r.1..:

Please ee SCHIOOS, AS 4.
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Apartments/ES Jobs/al Reading along: Katherine Nagele, 9
Art's/Cl Mails/CO (from left) Katie Rener, 9, and
Automotive/H6 Movies/C4 Megan Mills, 94 read some Schmoo
ClassifiedkE,G,H New Homes/El stories.

Classified Obituaries/A6

Index/E3 Real Estate/El

.431
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Story time: Kacy Moran(le/D and Jansan Falcusan, both 9, read some Sehmoo stories,

while holding their adopted Schmoos Thursday at Bir¢ Elenlentary.

Crossword/ES Sports/Bl

Home and Service Taste/Dl

Guide/H4 Travel/CB

The first place to visit
ohen you're looking for a

new place to hue?
The Real Estate ads

in today's
HomeTown Clauifieds!
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Township eliminates
building bond fees
BY SUE BUCK
STA// WR!1*R
Bbuckloe.homecomm.net

Plymouth Township board members
agreed Feb. 29 to eliminate the $50
and $100 building bond fees on pro-
jects of $10,000 or less from the Build-
ing Department Schedule of Building
Permit Fees.

The move is expected to cut down on
paperwork. The township has required
$50 and $100 bonds over the years on
projects of $10,000 or less to ensure
that the property was cleaned up after
the project.

Treasurer Ron Edwards brought for-
ward this isaue with the consent of

Charles Mellhargey, Plymouth Town-
ship's chief building official. Edwards
said it has also been a concern of

Township Clerk Marilyn Massengill.
"Last year, we took in 800 of these,

Edwards said. Quite a few of these
are not returned to the people. Con-
struction companies build it into their
CON...

Trustee Charles Curmi told Edwards

he was pointing olit a significant abuge
of these bonds.

"When guys quote on a job there's a

bond that is put in the price and, if the
contractor is savvy. he gets the refund
and he gets an incremental amount
when it should go to the homeowner,"
Curmi said. "Most people don't know
about it.

Plymouth Township Supervisor
Kathleen Keen McCarthy offered fur-
ther explanation.

"We have to return the bond to who-

ever put it in, if it itt the firm applying
for the permit, lind they give you the
money, then it has to go back to thnt
firm even though they have charged it
into the price," she said.

"AR Ron maid, most of theve little•
ones, the companies don't call for final
inspection. The final inspection is what
triggers the release of the bond money.
So if they don't call for final inspection,
they get paid by the homeown,•r and
we're left with a bunch of these.

Trustee Ron Griffith asked if the

homeowner doesn't have some rempon-
sibility to know that the bond is built
into the cost. "He could HAy to the con-
tractor, 'I'm not paying you for the
bond,- Griffith mid.

Pleaie 'ee BONDS, A3

Judge agrees to bond
hearing for husband

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

A Wayne County Circuit Court
judge.will consider bond for a Ply-
mouth man accused of killing and
dism,·inbering his evtranged wife
and then dumping her body partil in
I)*arborn and ()hio.

At Wedneadny':4 circuit court
arritignment for Azizul Iklam on
first-degree murder and dismen,ber
ment charges. attorney Michhel
Schwartz made. a motion for n.nci
received a bail hearing for hiv clirnt.
who is currently inearcerated m the
Waynr County jail without bond.

'Mr Islam has never been arrest-
ed, never been convicted, has lived

in Plymouth fur 10 yearm. has two
children in high Mchool, and in n
well-respected vice-president of
Electrn Plating,- Haid Schwartz "lit,
has no himtory of violence. and the

pri·liminliry ,·xam case w:,Mn't imr-
ticularly strong "

Circuit ('ourt .Judge Patricia Fre
gard limtened to the argument and

I *He'§ been in jail since
Jan. 7, he deserves a
reaionable bond.'

Michael Schwartz
/Slam atto,·Un

t|wn agreed td th,·hond hrant,K
which will be h,•lcl on Fridity, 11.1 1,·h
1()

1

lie'H heell in int| :Ince .hin ,. 1,•·
cleservt·: a reason.thit b,ind " ··ind

Sehwartz. 1 think he,· Im•: a g.ind
chance."

Fres:ird abm :rl a 11;irch :1 1 J,·,id
line for trial mcition* :ind .1,1.\1,111 7
pre-trial date

Islam W:14 1,!'(Irred to :tant| trial

by :]Ath 1,14:rict ('nurt .judge Itan
Lowe after n two day pr,·11 Iii inan
¢,X: 1111

IHIarm, 50.1.,ic·<·11·*ed of killmr 111%
wi fr, Tracv, :15. cligniembe i rn[: her
botly and dumping thi, 11.,ils 1 1,111 + m
a clumpster in | 11·arhorn a 11,1 a tirld
in northern ()hic,
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Incumbents will seek H.ilthy kld. who competed.

The Plymouth YMCA hosts Healthy Kids PLYMOUTH dent, tackle words such am indusoluble,
170, yed, regional Spening B- 1•w itu-

school board seats in Plymouth Township Park. obstetrician, cosmogen-i• and rumoleon.
Day Saturday, May 6, from noon to 4 p.m.

PIPELINE ger. Abi Adurqja of Lincoln Middle School
*We are looking for community sponsors in Yplilanti wu the winner and will oom-

BY TONY BRUBCATO dent Kathleen Booher. to help us promote healthy kids, healthy

The board will probably be famile, and healthy communities,» execu- Spelling sup-10<Ity at GreenMeld Village'o Iavett Hall in Dle•
pete at the next level of competition Amil 7

0.*Ill.0/0/1/'lloom=J'lt
less involved at the grai roots tive director Joanne McCarthy maid.

Two Plymouth-Canton school level in committee work,* Givens Volunteers and promotional materials or Good Counmel School in Plymouth, had a lot The Spelling Bee, in ita 75th year,
Colin Miranda, a,tudent at Our Lady of born.

board trustees say they'll seek said. 'I think, instead, well be
re-election in the June 12 vote to more involved in goals. projec- donatioiw are being sought for the activities to be proud of after the recent Area S encourages Itudents to improve ipillk&
fill two four-year terms on the tions and vision ofthe district.» /cheduled in the park's pavilion. Health, regional spelling bee. increase vocabularie, and learn 0000*pt,
Board of Education. Mardigian aaid she's looking

safety, creativity and family are the fea- Miranda was the runner-up at the Bee, which develop correct Engliah u•00*. Dei
Elizabeth Givens, 51, will be forward to another four years tured themes this year. held at OLGC and sponsored by The official• anticiR•te 10 million student, Will

seeking a second four-year term, after helping select a new s®er- To volunteer time or Bervices, or to Detroit News. She wu among 19 students participate in local and regional comp•11-
while Judy Mardigian, 46, will intendent and deciding the receive further information, call Colleen at from plymouth, Belleville, Huron Town- tions with the hope of advancing to thi
be seeking her first four-year future ofthe third high school. ' (734) 453-2904. . ship, New Boston, Northville and Ypoilanti national finals in Washington, D.C.
tarm. Maidigian was appointed
to B 11 the vacancy leR by former
board member Jack Farrow, and
then won the two-year unexpired
tirm uncontested.

i "I think experience and conti-
nuity is important to the board,
and we have a functioning team
that is very cohesive. I'd hate to

 break that up," said Gjvens.
 "And with a new superintendent

it's important to have some con-
tinuity to the past.

Plus I think it's important to
do Ablic service,» she added.

-The hardest thing as a board
member is making decisions
when there are several viable

options and they are emotional
to the community," said Givens.
"I believe my strongest area of
c6ntribution ie in bringing labor
a»d management together."
-Givens said she: believes the

next four years will·be quite dif-
N-rent under new superinten.

AUTO -ASS & A
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"I want to work with the new

superintendent and help her
become successful, continue to
work for reduction of blass size,

and push for specialized reading
programs for younger students,"
said Mardigian. I also want to
make sure our high school stu.
dents have the curriculum they
need for the 21st century.

"I also want to continue my
work in trying to get more foun-
dation money from the state,"
she added. I've got kids in the
Plymouth-Canton schools, so I
have a real stake in what hap-
pens in the district."

Nominating petitions are
available for any resident of the
Plymouth-Canton school district
who is registered to vote at the
E.J. McClendon Educational
Center, 454 S. Harvey.

They must be turned in by
April 10 at 4 p.m. at the admin-
istration building.

=Sollig

administration, which isn't going
to be positive.»

Immediately after the vote,
Warner walked over to Plymouth
Township Supervisor Kathleen
Keen McCarthy in the township
meeting room to introduce her-
self. The two hadn't met until

then.

Keen McCarthy was straight-
forward in her comments.

"It's up to the employees, they
have the right, they voted, they
go forward from here," Keen
McCarthy said.

Certification from the Miehi-

gan Employment Relations Com-
mission will take 10 days, Warn-
er said.

"There will be a meeting to
elect officers for a negotiating
team and then begin preparing
the contract package which will
take a lot of work because we

will have to get wage plans and
insurance," she said.

Some employees were happy
with the status quo and voted
no. "I- have no complaints," said
Marilyn Cragel, who works in

Township Clerk Marilyn Mas-
sengill'B office.

"The problems in the township
that people may perceive can be
dealt with in a different way
than with a union, said Tina

Duke, administrative assistant
to Jim Anulewicz, director of

public services. 1 prefer to not to
lose all of my freedom."

"I'tn disappointed," said Sarah
Comerford, assistant to Shirldy
Barney, community development
director. '1'11 do my best to work
within the system."

Robert Markley, a park
ranger, kept his vote secret. "All
I can say is that I voted," he
said. "It's the only right I have."

Warner complained after an
organizational meeting 1;Vednes-
day night at Dennfs Restaurant
in Plymouth Township that eligi-
ble employees received a letter of
information from the township
Wednesday, giving the union no
time to respond.

"There is no way to respond
because there U a bar 24 hours
before for advertising," Warner

said.

Keen McCarthy said Friday
she didn't know she had to oper-
ate on the union's time schedule.

It was well within the guide-
lines, well within the law,» Keen
McCarthy said. «It was sent out
on Tuesday. We didn't send out
'Vote yes' or 'Vote no.' We sent
out information for them to

make their best decision."

Warner said union protection
begins immediately.

"There'B no reason for this to

be an adversarial relationship,
said Kevin Bramlett, AFSCME's
administrative director. "Four-

teen percent of the work force in
the United States is unionized.

We don't see municipalities
going under because their
employees have organized. It
takes away their carte blanche
to act in any way they care to.
Let's be real. We're in Michigan:

The new union members join
the biggest union in the public
sector in the United States,

according to Warner. "We are
the one union that is still grow-

ing. The union stereotype doeon't
fit. We have a lot of white-collar

people who want to be organized.
It's interesting, too, because we
have been in some of the best

economic climates we have seen.

A lot of times, the incidents
that happen in the workplace
are not focused on wages and
benefits. I'm not discounting
that. A lot of times, it is the eli-
mate. What was repeated fre-
quently today is that the climate
ia terrible.*

Public sector employees elect
their bosses. «If you don't exer-
cise that right, shame on you,-
Warner said.

«1'm not saying that no one can
be fired and I'm not saying no
one can be laid off but it better

be legitimate and it better not be
reactionary," Warner said. If
they happen to be people who
were out-front, very pro-union,

then we would be very suspect
about the motive. Can they sub-
stantiate?"
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11AW«i TROUBLE
MAIQ 11IE GRADE?

Club Z! offers affordable one-on-one

tutoring in the comfort of your home!
Kinderuirten·

12th.Grade

• Qualified Teachers • All Subjects
• Remedial and Enrichment Programs

• Complimentary Evaluation
Call For More Information: -

734-844-0078
www.clubztutoring.com

'9600*I

YOURCARE
PACKAGE

Send a care package to yowrself.

 Don't miss this popular "gefaway"day full of fun.and opportunities
for a healthier mind, body and
spirit It's a great spring break
renewal iuM for you

5,·u, flt/? ibL'Hi,d

£'61>ON·/1 4 1-14,4,/th Ce,64,w
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* Online - www.observer-eccentric.com - can be accessed with

Just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You
are abletosend and receive untlmited e-maH, access all features
of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Canton Observer
and other Observer & Eccentric NewspApers and chat with users

, across town or across the country.
**Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our
staff photographefs. Please provide publication date, page number
and description of the picture, which must have been published
within the past six months. Prints are $20 for the first pfint, $7.50
for each additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit
card).
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73 It Time To Have a Babg?
Planning to start a family

or lust found out you're
pregnant? Join us for this fun

and informative prignancy

planni, seminar'In Ann Artor.
Fu'll get lots of practical

information on the physical,
emotional and nnancial

upects of having children.

Caturdau, March 18
9 ga. to 12,30 p...

St Joe.ph Merog Hoep#al
Ann Arbor

LINrte YouM#

8-•dia Apll 1,2000
8:16 am. - 3:45 p.m.
*011-1 Mamott at Eagle
C-t,YFI#"ILMI
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MERCY

HWTH SYSTEM

#...' .   r

P-*tations on:

' Physical aspects of
pregnancy; from
preconception to labor

and delivery

 Pregnancy after 35,
medical concerns

' Childbirth education and

birthing options/trends

' Probsionals Q&A panel,
(induding obstetnci/,s, a
cert,ied nurse midwik

and obstetrics nurses)

A resoun e manual covering
the above topig and more

0 Optional tours of the Family
8rth Center before and after

the proen

Light snacks and beverages

• Choose from workshops on
managing pain, caring for aging ·
parenti, child development,
Bardening, skin care, genetics,
spirituality and discovering the
great outdoor,

• Be prepared to laugh while you
learn from Laurie Young during
her keynotes on Accentuate the
Positive and Laughter Works

a Healthy continental breakfast
and lunch

I Exhibits, health ecreenings, fNe
mini mas,ages, books to purchase,
door prize; and more

Registration:
$40 fee includes meals Visa,
Ma,terCard and [)i«:over Card
accepted Register early to res€ rve
your vpot Call Accustats, Inc.,
for brochure or to rellister,

(800) 466-3690
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