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Dear reader,

We'd like to know what

changes you made in your

life this past year that

resulted in a healthier, more
physically fit you. Did you commit
to a diet that significantly lowered
your cholesterci and blood pressure?
Did you lose 30, 40, 50 or more
pounds by making wiser food
choices? Have you rediscovered the
vitality of your youth through
exercise? In ather words, are you
now an improved version of your old
self?

Please tell us about the “new" you
and send us some “before and after”
pictures (you're entitled to bragging
rights!). Send information to Renee
Skoglund. Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, Mi 48150; fax: (734)
591-7279; e-mail: rskoglund@
oe.homecomm. net.

THE WEEK

MONDAY

City meets: Catch the
next chapter in the city
manager saga as the com-
mission meets in a special
session at 7 p.m. in City
Hall.

© TUESDAY

Same place, new time:
The Plymouth Township
Board meets at 7 p.m. in
the meeting room at town-
ship hall, located at Ann
Arbor and Lilley roads.
The board is expected to
talk about whether to
support Northuville’s
attempt to get Wayne
County to build an out-
door pool.

Open house: New Morn-
ing School in Plymouth
hosts an open house from
7 to 8:30 p.m. For infor-
mation, call 420-3331 or
hit the web, www.new-
morningschool.org.
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Repeat after me: Rev. Mike Allen, a retired pastor from East Jor-
dan Baptist Church, left, performs the marriage ceremony for
Debra Vair and Shawn Booth of Romulus in The Plymouth
Gathering Wednesday during the Plymouth International Ice

Spectacular.

Couple use ice
festival as chapel

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe . homecomm.net

What better place to have an ice
breaker than the Plymouth Interna-
tional Ice Spectacular.
That's what the
biggest ice carving
competition became for
Sean and Debra Booth
two years ago, when
the couple came to Ply-
mouth for their first
date.

themselves to each other in an eclectic
mix of friends, family and a couple of
dozen perfect strangers, all as part of
the ice festival's opening day.

“It's exciting,” Debra said. “I kind of
have butterflies, not about getting
married, but about what we were going
to do quickly and quietly turning into
something more. We became part of
this whole thing. It's not what we
expected, or what we would have
planned to do on our own. That's the
neat thing about the way it happened.”

The pair both worked at Hope Nurs-

On Wedneeday, two years to ng-? -%&d&:& é;'ﬁén;et_ in Westland when
0018

after that first encounter, the

took their vows in a simple ceremony
in The Gathering as the 2001 ice festi-
val got under way. The Booths pledged

to ask Débra for a date.
As he was asking, sha was thinking he
was asking her to cover a shift fo¥ him

~ Dloase see WEDDING, A3
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City still looking for
manager after all

“Now form of govemment? — AZ _

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

In a strange twist of fate, the City of
Plymouth is still looking for a city
manager.

Just as it appeared the commission
was ready to ink a contract with for-
mer Van Buren County administrator,
Calvin Teague, information surround-
ing Teague's background forced him to
withdraw his name from considera-
tion.

Mayor Dave McDonald, commission-
ers Colleen Pobur and Sean FitzGer-
ald and city attorney Bob Marzano
met with Teague Wednesday after-
noon at City Hall to discuss informa-
tion the Plymouth police department
received from an outside source indi-
cating Teague had a history with the
law.

“We received information about a
routine background check, which
required edification,” said McDonald.
“Police records indicated some misde-
meanor charges 30 years ago, and
there were some more recent. Mr.
Teague indicated to me there were no
felony convictions in his background.

“I asked him, considering the infor-
mation we had, if he could effectively
run City Hall,” added McDonald. “Mr.
Teague indicated he probably couldn't,
and signed a statement withdrawing
for personal reasons.”

Teague was the third person who
has been offered the city manager’s
job. He met McDonald and Commis-
gioner Bill Graham for dinner Jan. 11
and agreed in principle to a contract
calling for an annual salary of
$75,000. After making a few adjust-
ments in contract language, which

- -wpewe-reguested by Teague, commis-

sioners approved the pact at last Tues-

day’s regular mesting. ; .
It all fell apart Wednesday evening,
before Teague put his signature on the

Commission
already plotting
next strategy

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth city commissioners
will meet Monday to discuss their
options in hiring a city manager
after former Van Buren County
administrator Calvin Teague
withdrew his name from consid-
eration last Wednesday.

“There will be two logical dis-
cussions,” said Mayor Dave
McDonald. “Offer the job to (Roo-
sevelt Park City Manager
Michael) Overton, or, in lieu of
that, contracting with a place-
ment firm to find a city manager.”

Don’t be surprised if the for-
mer, and not the latter, occurs at
the special session.

While Overton supporters have
been struggling to get enough
votes for their candidate since the

Please see m

contract.

“I've decided to go into the privi®e
sector,” Teague explained tgathe
Observer when contacted Thufsf§la
morning. “It has nothing to it
the commission.”

Teague would only indicate he will
be working in the private sector, say-
ing “1 will be working with a law firm.
One reason I'm getting out of the pub-
lic sector is because of the scrutiny.”

Teague, 51, admitted to being
involved in a sexual misconduct inves-

Please sce TEAGUE, A2
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Qs &A's

Here are some commaonly asked ques-
tions about the Locks of Love program:

Q. How many ponytaiis does it take to

Lov

Program uses

donated hair to
provide wigs for
children in need

The long and the short of it: Christy
Haradean before her haircut (left) and hold-
ing the 16-inch lock of hair she donated to

“Locks of Love” (right).

Btare PROTO BY BiL, BREsER

make a hailrplece?

A. Twelve donated ponytails go into
one hairpiece because Locks of Love only
uses the lengths of 10 inches or longer.

Q. Can | donate a ponytall that is
shorter than 10 inches?

A. Yes, with the understanding that it
will most likely be sold to help offset the
cost of manufacturing.

Q. Can | meet the child who receives
my hair?

A. Locks of Love cannot link donors to
recipients for two important reasons: (a)
tracking of each donated ponytail would
not be feasible financially and; (b) the
children's privacy. However, our quarterly
newsletter features Locks of Love chil-
dren who have agreed to appear publicly.

Q. Who donates halr to Looks of Love?

A. Locks of Love uses donations from
adults and children, men and women, all
colors and all races. Locks of Love esti-
mates children donated more than 80
percent of the ponytails received.

Q. is my heir donation tax deductible?

A. The IRS considers donated hair @
body part and. therefore, not tax
deductible. Financial donations are fully
deductible.

da. She

decided to go “nice and short and real-
ly-ha".':dlg.'himﬂt:m.d
dwwmmm

_sak a 16-inch is oni its

. their head. Children 8-17 get custom,
! vacuum-fit hair prosthetics.

; The people doing the donating do so
! for a variety of reasons, according to
Kristen Wens, &8 communications
intern with Locks of Love.

“There are multiple reasons,” she
said. “Many do it for personal reasons,
they've had a friend or family who
have been affected. Lots of people send
little notes, before-and-after pictures.”

Alicia Curmi first got the idea of

her hair from a newspaper

story her mother, Patty, read her.
About a year later, 6-year-old Alicia
decided it waa time to get her long.
brunette tressss trimmed. She did the
deed in August.
~ *She told me she wanted to do this

; a3 we read the article,” Patty

touched

~| sold all of our furniture the
first day it ran in the paper!”
AB.
Bloambheld Hills
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tigation
involving an
underage
teen, and to
drug posses-
sion charges,
when he was
21 and living
in Garden
City. He
indicated the
sexual mis-
conduct charge was dismissed,
and he received three months’
probation for marijuana pesses-
sion.

There was also a incident
involving a female friend in a
parking lot while he was city
administrator in Marshfield,
Wisc., several years ago.

“There was a civil disturbance
and I used poor judgment,” said
Teague. “It was personal, not
job related, and there were no
charges or ticket.

“I have always held myself to
high standards, and I've never
been accused of any impropri-
eties,” he said. “I find it regret-

Calvin Teague

table that incidents from 30
years ago were brought up.”

Several commissioners reacted
to the latest news.

“’I'm extremely discouraged
because [ believe he was the per-
son for the job,” said Graham. ‘I
saw him as an individual who
could deal with the community
and the issues at hand.”

“It’s unfortunate that we've
not been able to secure a candi-
date for the city manager’s posi-
tion, but the city is in capable
hands with Paul Sincock as act-
ing city manager,” added Com-
missioner David Byers.

“I'm disappointed we weren't
able to bring the selection pro-
cess to a close,” said FitzGerald.
“I'm glad we found out before he
signed the contract.”

Commissioners Michele Pot-
ter, who spoke vehemently
against the hiring of Teague and
favored the hiring of Michael
Overton, city manager of Roo-
sevelt Park, Mich., had no com-
ment.

overton from page Al

Group explores change
to elect full-time mayor

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@ce.homecomm.net

With the recent problems in
hiring and keeping a city man-
ager, Plymouth resident Jerry
Vorva is starting a petition drive
to change the city’s charter,
allowing for the election of a
full-time mayor to run the city.

Vorva, a former city commis-
sioner, will hold an organiza-
tional meeting Thursday to gar-
ner support for his idea. Vorva
said it’s time to make govern-
ment accountable for the way it
does business.

“The real problem with hiring
a city manager is they’'re all
hired guns from the same pool,”
he said. “They all try to figure
out how to extract money from
the taxpayers and not be respon-
sible, because they aren't elected
officials.

“At the same time, the city
commission isn’t accountable
because it blames everything on

the city manager,” added Vorva.
“The commission has politicians
who are using it as a stepping
stone, instead of service to the
community. No one is making
the tough decisions.

«And, while no one is account-
able, the water rates go up, the
roads need repair, the infras-
tructure gets old. I think the
citizens are tired of it.”

Vorva said with a mayor at
the helm, the business of the
city will either get done, or citi-
zens can take their frustrations
out on one person.

“A strong mayor form of gov-
ernment would make one per-
son, the mayor, responsible for
getting things done,” said Vorva.
“If not, then he can be thrown
out by the people. Let’s hold
their feet to the fire.”

The Thursday meeting, sched-
uled for 7 p.gp. at the Plymouth
District Library, will be a
chance for Vorva to see if there’s
interest from residents and busi-
ness OWners.

interview process began last November, it
appears they will finally get their man.

It will not be surprising if Commissioner
Michele Potter, who has been the most vocal
supporter of Overton, gets the opportunity to
make a resolution offering Overton the job at
the same annual salary of $75,000 that was
offered the last two candidates. Allies with
Potter along the way have been commission-
ers David Byers and Dan Dwyer.

Commissioner Bill Graham, a supporter of

Teague, said, “I still have reservations about
Mr. Overton, but I would work with him.”

Likewise, admitted Commissioner Sean
FitzGerald.

“I will support Mr. Overton in the interest
of finality,” he said. “If I didn’t think he
could do the job, [ wouldn’t support him.”

Sources indicate Commissioner Colleen
Pobur is ready to vote in favor of Overton.
Which leaves McDonald.

“I'm not ready to say how I would vote,”
said McDonald, who wouldn’t turn down an
opportunity to resume the search. “Howev-
er, if the vote was 6-0 in favor of Mr. Over-
ton, I probably would make it unanimous.”

Overton, when contacted by McDonald,
said he's still interested in the job. He
recently received a solid performance evalu-
ation and a three percent pay raise to
$57,914.

Overton’s review included comments
praising him for innovative thinking, being
well organized and up-to-date on govern-
ment trends, plus good communication skills
and a sense of customer service with regard
to taxpayers. Fiscal management was con-
sidered his strongest asset.

Woman’s Club scholarships

The Woman's Club of Plymouth has
begun accepting applications for its annual
scholarship awards program.

Supported by Plymouth Manor and the
Observer Newspapers, the program will
present awards worth between $250 and
$1.000. Winners will be notified two weeks’
prior to award presentation.

Requirements for the scholarships
include: Must live in Plymouth or their par-
ents must have a place of business in Ply-
mouth; student has been a carrier for the
Observer and hives in Plymouth or Canton,

attending a college or university in the fall;
must complete the apphication form, must

from adults other than relatives; must sup-
ply a copy of the official school transeript
including the first quarter of 2000; must
supply two required essays, one previously
written and one on the topic provided; must
have a parents’ or guardians’ signature;
and must supply a senior class photo to be

have two written letters of recommendation {

must have a cumulative 3.30 GPA, must be |

PLYMOUTH
PIPELINE

published in the Observer.

Applications can be picked up at the
Observer office, 794 S. Main in Plymouth,
or by checking with your high school office.

For more information, contact chairper-
son K.C. Mueller, 455-0075.

Open houses

New Morning School in Plymouth is host-
ing two opportunities for interested families
to tour the school, meet the staff and have
questions answered.

The school will host an open house Tues-
day from 7 to 8:30 p.m., and there will also
be a Student Museum/Open House Sunday,
Feb. 11 from 2 to 4:30 p.m. New family dis-
cussions will occur at 3:30 p.m. that day.

Interested people can call the school at

(734) 420-3331. For more information, visit
the school’s website at www.newmorn-
ingschool.org.

Pompons at inaugural

Eleven pompon students from the Canton
High School Chiefettes and Salem High
School Rockettes were among the 87 mem-
bers of the Mid American Pompon All Star
Team to march in President-elect George
Bush's inaugural parade yesterday.

They included Jaclynn Custer, Molli
Megasko, Carol Liu, Beth Lamborne, Kris-
ten Penk. Lauren Richter, Brittany Rivers
and Melissa French, all of whom live in
Canton.

Erika Zokas, Elizabeth Wisniewski and
Lauren French are all from Plymouth.

The members of the all star team are
selected during the Mid American Pompon
summer camp at Central Michigan Univer-
gity. More than 450 high school sopho-
mores, juniors and senicrs from Michigan,
llinois and Indiana competed to become

part of the 200-member team.
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STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL

Celebrity carving: Dan Kowalski along with his team from Visteon works on a horse
head ice sculpture during the celebrity carving competition Thursday night at the
Plymouth International Ice Spectacular.

weddil‘g from page Al

at the center, where both are
nurses.

“I told her, ‘No, I don’t want
you to work, I want you to go
out with me,” Sean recalled. “I
cooked her dinner, and we went
to the ice festival. I go every
vear anyhow, and so does Debra,
and it’s a nice place to walk
around and talk and get to know
somebody.”

Vair agreed. “We work togeth-
er,” she said, “but we never had
time to think about romance.
While we were walking, we
talked and found cut how we
feel.”

When the couple decided to
get married, they called to check
out the possibility of doing it at
the ice festival. A request for a
simple wedding suddenly blos-
somed inteo a much bigger deal.
Carvers Tajama and Paul
Raukar carved an ice heart full
of roses, now on display as part
of the festival. The Plymouth
Hilton Garden Inn chipped in
with a night in the honeymoon
suite.

Television news crews and
other media crowded around the
ceremony, which took about 20
minutes in The Gathering.

“At first, we were apprehen-
sive, because all we wanted to do
was get married,” Sean said. “It

STAFF PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Ceremonlal smooch: Debra Vair and Shawn Booth of
Romulus kiss one another after getting married in The
Plymouth Gathering Wednesday during the Plymouth
International Ice Spectacular by the Rev. Mike Allen, a
retired pastor from East Jordan Baptist Church.

wasn't going to be a large event,
just a friend or two and a couple
family members. But then we
thought, ‘What the heck.”

The couple won’t honeymoon
right away, because of the diffi-
culty of working out job sched-
ules with both working at the

same place. They did take a trip
to Pennsylvania just before the
wedding, where Sean asked
Debre’s father for permission to
marry her.

“We’ll plan our honeymoon for
the summertime,” he said.

Medical condition didn’t cause crash

school,” Gotte said.
Williams and Gotts daily traveled the same
route to their Canton Township homes following

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

A Wayne County medical examiner put to rest
questions Plymouth Township Police had about
whether a medical emergency preceding a traffic
accident may have contributed to a Canton Town-
ship man's death about 7:15 a.m.

Arbor Road and Haggerty.

Police questioned why they found no skid marks
from Robert Lee Williams’ car and wondered if a
medical emergency, possibly a seizure, had

occurred.

Sawait Kanluen, chief medical examiner for
Wayne County, said Friday Williams' cause of
death was multiple injuries due to a car accident.

“We have no evidence to support a medical
emergency,” Kanluen said. “We have no evidence

to substantiate.”

Richard Karpinski, 55, a Canton Township resi-
dent, suffered minor injuries after the utility truck
he was driving was struck by Williams, 45.
Karpinski was treated and released Wednesday
from St. hiary Mercy Hospital in Livonia.

Williams was driving his 1992 Chevy Sport van
southbound on Haggerty Road when he failed to
brake, resulting in a collision at the intersection of

Ann Arbor Road, police said.

Mike Gotts, a Canton Township resident who
worked with Williams for six years at Hercules
Drawn Steel on Amhrein in Livonia, which

section.
July 17 at Ann

employee.”

officiating.

(Jon) Hamlett.

their midnight shifts, with Williams often follow-
ing behind Gotts. When Gotts heard about the
accident Wednesday, he could visualize the inter-

Gotts recently switched to the day shift.

Plant manager Ken Pinion called Williams an
outstanding employee who always came to work
on time. He was a machine set-up person who
worked a bar bench at the steel processing plant.

“It’s a tragedy,” Pinion said. “He was a model

Pinion expected many people at Saturday’s
funeral, which was handled by Vermeulen Funeral
Home in Plymouth with Minister Vance H. Cobb

Williams is survived by his wife, Nanette; broth-
ers-in law Michael (Sandy) Roth of Farmington,
Larry (Shirley) Roth of Brighton and Kevin
(Denise) Roth of Milford; sister-in-law, Shannon

Williams was preceded in death by Frederick
Samuel Williams, his father, and Margaret Stella
Williams, his mother.

The family asks that contributions be made to
either Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan, 28211
Central Park Blvd, Southfield, MI 48076 or Ameri-
can Diabetes Association Michigan Affiliate Inc.,
30600 Telegraph Road, Suite 2255, Bingham

employs 100 people, remembered him as a hard Farms, MI 48025.
worker. “He started there since he got out of high :
LOCks from page Al
Adkins of awesome sitting there on the Though many of her friends
Livonia's \;pk“' L'~ counter, but it feels great. It and co-workers urged her not to
V Salon. ; really does.” get her locks shorn, once the
“I've ﬂmwl! 'ml& deed was done, Haradean said,
heard of inches or longer people warmed to it. But getting
ople used for hairpieces, recognised
ﬁﬁ'i’.',’g‘ lengths can be used in other first. WAA'S probies Al
this,” w Those donations are most
Adking o Dhieeliohlp it et i shemid
said. “But I don't -
heard of\wiyoBs iR mab- '‘After I got it cut, | showed it to
ing a decision like this. I tB
it's awesome.” ;
Haradean would agree. She's
been trumpeting the program,
hoping better awareness will
translate into more :
“I just think the more people
know about it, the better,”

Haradean said. It was ety - Gonste
L

Planners debate concerns
over dog day care center

BY SUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER

et

Some dog owners want Spe-
cialty Pets Canine Club, a dog
day care in Plymouth Township,
to reopen so their dogs can
socialize and play with other
dogs during the day while the
owners are at work.

Some residents who live near
the Ann Arbor Road business
don’t want the service nearby
and complained about dog drop-
pings.

The issue was a hot topic of
conversation at the Plymouth
Township Planning Commission
meeting Wednesday.

Specialty Pets, which moved
its 20-year location from Ann
Arbor Road and Sheldon to a for-
mer bicycle store on Ann Arber
Road, east of Sheldon last year,
was told by Plymouth Township
officials in November that they
could no longer operate the day
care service it started in
September because it violated a
kennel ordinance.

“This is a service that's need-
ed,” owner Terri Bennett told
planning commissioners. “It's a
place where dogs can play
together. This is a very good
time to be a dog.”

Hearing continued

The Plymouth Township Plan-
ning Commission will continue
the public hearing at the Feb. 21
planning commission meeting.
In the meantime, Shirley Bar-
ney will get input from health
professionals whether there are
health considerations having a
dog dare care located between
both Pizza Hut and The Ply-
mouth Pub. Health questions
were raised by some residents.

Supperters of Club Canine
pointed out that food vendors
are located near pet stores in
malls and at dog shows and
there aren’t any health prab-
lems.

Bennett said her service is dif-
ferent from pet- sitting because
dogs are allowed to play indoors
with compatible dogs. They are
played with and nurtured as
children are in a regular day

SCIENCE.

KEEPING WOMEN
HEALTHY. WE HAVE
IT DOWN TO A

B ‘iK's a place where
dogs can play together.
This is a very good time
to be a dog.’

Terri Bennett
—Specialty Pets

care. They aren't kept all day in
a kennel as in day boarding.

Hours were 6:30 a.m. until
6:30 p.m. Dogs played until
noon, when they are placed in
their kennels for a nap until 2
p.m., Bennett said. Then play-
time started again until they
went home.

Dogs won't be kept overnight
on site. If an emergency situa-
tion arose, Bennett said she
would take the dog home at
night or to a veterinarian’s

office.

Where to walk?

Though dogs were initially
walked in the neighborhood,
they were later exclusively
walked only on the store proper-
ty, she said.

Bennett presented a 15-page
list of similar facilities in Michi-
gan. “The biggest issue seems to
be the cleanup,” Bennett said.
She suggested a decorative out-
door fence high enough to dis-
guise “potty breaks.” Her
employees always carried a bag
with them during dog walks, she
said.

The pet supplies store contin-
ues to do business. Bennett has
hosted educational, adoption
and fund-raising activities.

Brookline resident Robert
Heard complained he found dog
poop in thz right of way and
videotaped the dogs.

“There isn’t going to be any
grass left around the store,”
Heard said. “It will draw flies
and from flies there can be dis-
ease throughout our neighbor-
hoods. The township will be
responsible and can be sued if
any e-coli infection breaks out.”

Kim Dankworth, a customer,
called Bennett a conscientious
businesswoman. “My dog is as
important to me as your children
are,” she said. “I was not allowed

to have children. 1 feel sorry for
people who have no compassion
for dogs.”

Alex Pesti, also a Brookline
resident, complained about tele-
scopic dog leashes used by Spe-
cialty Pets. He found one dog on
his porch.

“If you can't have a dog
because your hours don’t permit,
you shouldn’t have a dog,” Pesti
said. “I haven't been blessed
with children either. My dog is
my little girl. I'm all for capital- .
ism. I'm a Vietnam vet. [ fought :
for it. For them to come in here °
and do this is wrong.” p

Dogs are people, too _

Chris Fancher said he is sin- :
gle, works in Detroit and asked -
Bennett for the dog day care ser-
vice. “I live on Elm, a couple of .
miles away from the day care, 1
get poop on my lawn, too, and it
is not from the day care.”

Annette Hall doesn’t live in
Plymouth but has always consid- °
ered Plymouth a dog-friendly
town. “I come down once a year
to attend the dog jog,” she said.
The dog job is an annual dog-
owner event.

Some consider the Green
Meadows subdivision “the ghetto
of Plymouth,” said Marjorie
Haeft, a Brookline resident. “I
don't have a dog but I take care
of my granddog across the
street,” she said. “When we walk
her, Grandpa has a plastic bag
in his pocket.”

Sara Hodges, vice president of
McKenna Associates Inc., the
township's planning consultants,
offered suggestions to Bennett:

B Because of the newness of
this type of use, Bennett should
provide information about other
locations that provide similar
services including location and
size (both interior and exterior!
of the comparable establish-
ments, the number of dogs cared
for, areas of use for “potty-
breaks” and similar background.

B Based on rough calculations.
there mry not be enough park-
ing spaces available for the day
care use. This must be-
addressed to the commissien’s .
satisfaction.

support. Included
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Plymouth companies
issued tax-exempt bonds

BY SUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER

The Michigan Development Corporation announced Thurs-
day it issued multimillion dollar tax-exempt bonds for two Ply-
mouth-area companies.

A $5-million bond was issued to help finance the expansion
of Plymouth Packaging Inc. with locations in Plymouth and
Battle Creek.

A $3.9 million bond was issued to help finance the expansion
of Motor City Mold Inc. in Plymouth Township.

“By working together, we are making a commitment to fur-
ther fuel Michigan’s booming economy,” said Doug Rothwell,
president and CEO of the Michigan Economic Development
Corporation in a prepared statement.

Plymouth Packaging will create eight new jobs in Plymouth
and 20 new jobs in Battle Creek.

Motor City Mold will create about 10 new jobs initially and
an additional 10 jobs within two years.

At Plymouth Packaging, the bonds will be used for acquisi-
tion and installation of machinery and equipment at 11333
General Drive which is located partially in both the City of Ply-
mouth and Plymouth Township.

At Plymouth Packaging’s Battle Creek location, the bonds
will be used for financing the acquisition of land and a 140,000
square foot existing manufacturing facility, the rehabilitation
of the facility and the acquistion and installation of machinery
and equipment to be located at 4075 Columbia Avenue.

At Motor City Mold, the bonds will be used for financing the
construction of a 21,000-square-foot manufacturing facility and
the acquisition and installation of machinery and equipment to
be located at 14875 Galleon Court. The building is located west
of Beck and north of M-14.

The facility portion of the project will be owned by Joy-
Nicole, Inc. and leased to Motor City Mold, Inc. The machinery
and equipment will be owned by Motor City Mold Inc. which
will manufacture prototype and production plastic injection
molds primarily for the automotive industry, Rothwell said.

“These bonds are an excellent opportunity for companies to
expand their existing locations and create jobs in our communi-
ty,” said state Rep John Stewart, R-Plymouth Township.
“These two successful companies will further enhance the prop-
erty tax base of our community.”

Industrial Development Revenue Bonds are issued to finance
projects for manufacturers, solid waste/cogeneration companies
and certain nonprofit corporations.

IDRB financing lessens the cost of borrowing because the
interest paid to the bond buyer is exempt from federal, state
and local taxes.

MmORE

ENTER TO WIN:::

TWO 2001 POLARIS 550 SUPERSPORT
SNOWMORBILES & TRAILER! ¢f£.

WA

No purchase necessary. Restrictions apply. See store for details. Enter fo win at any Cellular & More location.
One entry per person, per store, per day. Enfries due 01/31/2001. One winner will be chosen and
contacted by phone and mail on 02/07/2001.

Wilcox Foundation announces scholarships

The Wilcox Family Foundation
has announced the creation of a
scholarship program for Ply-
mouth and Canton high school
seniors.

The foundation, founded after
the death of former Plymouth
icon Jack Wilcox last year to ful-
fill his desire to benefit the Ply-
mouth/Canton community, will
hand $28,000 in scholarships in
May to eight Plymouth and Can-
ton students who participate in
an essay contest on the history
of Plymouth’s Old Village area,
the part of town where some of
the Wilcox family lived and
worked.

“Jack’s surviving sister, Julia
Sanderson, who is 93 years old
and still has a sharp recollection

of her childhood and events in
the Old Village area, has agreed
to serve on the panel of judges
that will select the scholarship
recipients,” said Win Schrader,
director of the scholarship pro-
gram.

The program, according to
Schrader, is not aimed solely at
the top academic students, but
“rather is interested in promot-
ing broad participation by Ply-
mouth and Canton youth in
learning about the history of
Plymouth.”

“Accordingly, the criteria for
selecting the participants will be
centered around the time and
effort put into research,
resourcefulness in tracking
down sources of information and

interest shown by the student,”
Schrader explained.

Both Plymouth Salem and Ply-
mouth Canton High Schools will
assist in promoting and adminis-
tering the program, Schrader
said, but “participation is open
to all high school seniors who
reside in the Plymouth-Canton
school district.

Four scholarships will be
awarded to the winning partici-
pants processed through each
school, with one novel provision
to further encourage broad stu-
dent participation. Judging will
determine the recipients of
scholarships in the amounts of
$5,000, $4,000 and $3,000. In
addition, & random drawing will
select a $2,000 scholarship recip-

ient from each school.

“The purpose of the two ran-
dom drawings is to assure every
participant has an absolutely
equal chance to receive a schol-
arship award,” Schrader said.

According to Schrader, the
purpose of the program is to
“encourage interest in and
knowledge about Plymouth his-
tory, irrespective of a student’s
class standing.” The awards may
be used for any form of post-high
school education, including trade
schools.

Additional contest information
is available in the general offices
of both Plymouth-Canton high
schools.

Schools respond to Canton complaints over field

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Despite sharp criticism from
the Canton Township planning
commission concerning site
plans for a third high school and
sports facilities, Plymouth-Can-
ton Schools Superintendent
Kathleen Booher said school
administrators will continue to
work with the township, while at
the same time opening better
lines of communication.

Planning commissioners
denied approval of the site plan,
based mainly on the placement
of the junior varsity football
field, which still has a handful of
residents from adjoining North
Pointe subdivision concerned.
Those neighbors don't like the
idea of a football field in their
back yards, even though the
school district has decided to
move the field 60 feet farther
east of the property line to
address both noise and view con-
cerns.

The school district, after meet-
ing with residents, has also pro-

Verizon Wireless

Talk About The

Spirit of Shartng.

posed a six-foot fence around the
field and along the property line
to eliminate potential foot traffic
on their properties. And, to
reduce the view of the sports
complex, the district will plant
nearly 150 trees on a six-foot
high berm.

At its last meeting, planning
commission chairman Vic
Gustafson accused the district of
being arrogant.

“We have been described as
being arrogant and not working
with the township on approval of
the plans because the law does-
n't require us to do so,” said
Booher. “The irony is that we
submitted our plans to them,
and we are continuing to keep
our plan in front of them.

“Canton Township staff twice
recommended approval of our
plans, and we followed their
advice every time on what to
bring to the plannirg rommis-
sion. I believe there’s a way to
bring this together if we can get
away from misstatements and
misconceptions, and keep com-
municating with the township.”

This past week, Booher met
with Canton Township Supervi-
sor Tom Yack and Municipal
Services Director Aaron Mach-
nik to discuss the next step.

“We recagnize we have a very

small number of residents with
concerns, but we still feel we
need to address the remaining
issues,” said Booher. “We're
putting together a plan to con-
tinue the communication loop
with the North Pointe residents
and the township.”

Yack said the school district
has promised to lock at the scale
of the project, including concerns
about lighting, sound and the
number of activities on the field,
to see if there is any room for
additional concessions.

“We've asked them to exhaust
all possibilities to make addi-
tional changes which may be
perceived as a benefit to the
homeowners,” said Yack.

While Booher is willing to let
residents help make a decision
on where to locate the fence and
what kinds of trees to plant,
there is one issue that is already
decided.

“The location of the field is the
location of the field,” she said.
“There's no other option avail-
able. Our construction manager
needs to be able to get the bid
process underway within the
next few weeks.”

Meanwhile, township planning
commissioner Catherine John-
son has criticized the district for
its lack of communication, while

commissioner Karl Zarbo
believes the district isn’t inter-
ested in the public’s concerns.
Booher disagrees.

“There are North Pointe resi-
dents who are still saying the
district didn’t communicate with
them and didn't listen to them,”
said Booher. “We gave the plan-
ning commission information
dating back to February 1897
which discusses the location of
the high school and the actom-
panying fields.

“Some residents say we didn't
listen to them,” added Booher.
“However, a number of North
Pointe residents praised the dis-
trict for listening to their con-
cerns until the plan we present-
ed was not the plan they want-
ed. We're still not taking the bid
packages relating to this issue to
the Board of Education for
approval because it’s our intent
to resolve this in the best way
for the district that is still
respectful and courteous to the
residents.”

Yack is hopeful of better coop-
eration between the township,
residents and school district
when future school facilities are
constructed.
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Commission OKs bonds for airport hotel

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
.homecomm.net

“I think this is something that
will pay for itself.”

So said Kay Beard, vice chair-
woman of the Wayne County
Commission, in discussing the
commission's approval Thursday
of up to $126 million in county
bond financing for the new luxu-
ry hotel at Detroit Metropolitan
Airport.

Beard said that, together with
the new midfield terminal and
fourth major north-south run-
way — both now under construc-
tion — the new nine-story, 404-
room Westin Detroit Metropoli-
tan Airport hotel is “going to
enhance tremendously our abili-
ty” to satisfy the demands of
Metro's domestic and interna-
tional business clientele, for
whom it primarily is planned.

“We're going after a different
market than the people who nor-
mally stay at airpoert hotels — one
that's totally upscale,” said
Beard, D-Westland. “It'll be
attracting high-level business
officials,” a lot of whom are from
other countries and “accustomed

Districts, RESA

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@ce.homecomm.net

January is School Board
Recognition Month and Wayne
County RESA is joining its fel-
low intermediate and local
school districts throughout
Michigan in honoring school
board members “for their dedica-
tion to public education and
school governance.”

RESA is the Regional Educa-
tional Service Agency for Wayne
County, which works with school
districts in the county, in Michi-
gan and in other states.

Marlene Davis, who assumed
her duties as RESA superinten-
dent this month, said it's the
school board members at the
local and intermediate school-
district levels who develop poli-
cies and make critical decisions
on major educational and social
issues that affect entire commu-
nities.

She said the five-member
Wayne RESA board, for exam-
ple, is responsible for an operat-
ing budget of $190 million.

“The cornerstone of board
leadership is helping all stu-
dents achieve,” said Davis.

“We're proud of the elected
trustees at RESA and each of
Wayne County’s 34 local school
districts who have chosen to help
the children and families
through this vital level of com-
munity service,” Davis said.

The new superintendent, who
formerly served as superinten-
dent of Southfield Public

Class focuses
on ‘wellness’

Schoolcraft College's Wellness
for Life class will educate and
motivate participants to take
charge of their health through
tests, consultations, information
and individualized strategies for
developing good habits and
breaking bad habits.

Physicians, nurse practition-
ers, dietitians and fitness
experts from Livonia’s RMA
Physicians P.C. will paratici-
pate.

Class members will learn how
to shop for and prepare healthy,
low-fat meals and will have
access to a state-of-the-art fit-
ness center. The class will meet
both at the College and the fit-
ness center and include lectures
as well as hands-on activities.

The eight-week class meets in
two-hour sessions, beginning
Wednesday, Feb. 7. The fee is
$99, with a senior fee of $79.20.
For information, call Schoolcraft
College at 734-462-4448 or RMA
Physicians at 734-426-8200.

Schoolcraft College is located
at 18600 Haggerty between Six
and Seven Mile roads.

to upscale facilities.”

The room rate is expected to be
$200 a night, according to air-
vort officials.

Regarding economic slow-
downs, Beard said, “You're
always going to be concerned
about any major downturns.”
However, she added, “The busi-
ness that is flying in and out of
Metro now is constantly increas-
ing and, with the extra gates and
the extra facilities and upscale
hotel, it'll be even more.”

She said Pinnacle Aeropark,
the county’s commercial develop-
ment planned south of the air-
port, will only add to the amount
of traffic.

Although commission approval
allows the county to issue up to
$125 million in limited-tax gen-
eral obligation bonds to cover the
cost, over 30 years, of the new
hotel — which will adjoin the new
midfield terminal - the projected
total cost, including insurance,
interest and fees, is $111.3 mil-
lion. Of that, $85 million is con-
struction.

Prospective hotel operators
claimed that getting private,
conventional financing for the

Schools, succeeds Mike Flanagan
as RESA superintendent.

Davis said she will be visiting
all 34 county public school dis-
tricts “and meet each superin-
tendent in their home zone.”

She’ll hear “what they have to
say about us and how we're hit-

project was “extremely unlikely,”
said Lester Robinson, county air-
ports director, and Tom
Naughton, the county’s chief
financial officer.

Limits on loans

They cited limitations on con-
struction loans for such projects,
low projected equity-return
rates, low debt coverage projec-
tions and high costs associated
with private debt.

Robinson and the others came
up with public tax-exempt
financing, which they said
“achieves the lowest berrowing
costs possible and ensures the
financial feasibility” of such a
project.

Interest rates will be at least
2.5 percent lower than 7.5-8 per-
cent rate offered without such
financing, they said.

The bonds will be paid from
airport hotel revenues, not from
general airport revenues, they
said. To get federal tax-exempt
status, the county will own the
hotel (it already owns the Air-
port Marriott, which the new
hotel likely will replace). Fur-
thermore, no private entity,

including the hotel operator, will
have any equity in the hotel.

For giving its limited tax gen-
eral obligation pledge as backup
security, said Robinson’s group,
the county will be paid $6.5 mil-
lion from hotel revenue, deposit-
ed in its general fund.

As additional security, the
county also will establish, from
bond proceeds, an interest-earn-
ing operation and maintenance
reserve of $3 million.

At 78 percent occupancy, the
hotel will earn 170-180 percent
of the debt service, Robinson
said.

If there's any economic turn-
down in the middle of the nearly
two-year construction of the
hotel, “there won’t be any finan-
cial drain on the county or air-
port,” Robinson said.

Others interested?

One observer predicted that
Chicago and other cities facing
similar problems will be inter-
ested in Wayne County’s solu-
tion.

Commissioner John J. Sulli-
van, D-Wayne, praised
Naughton “for negotiating a

$6.5-million fee for something (in
which) there is a one-in-a-hun-
dred-million chance” the county
will ever have to pay out any-
thing. Sullivan is a member of
the airport operations committee
thgt recommended approval.

“He did a pretty good job of
negotiation and (of) trying to
protect the county, from what I
saw,” said Sullivan.

Because the hotel will be part
of the retail mall area connecting
the ticket terminal to the main
passenger concourse, the hotel
will be an ideal place to hold
meetings, said airport
spokesman Michael Conway.

Plans call for the hotel to offer
17 meeting/ board rooms, four
conference rooms and a 2,300-
square-foot executive conference
center. The hotel is scheduled to
open in October 2002, about 10
months after the terminal.

Many business travelers never
leave their airport hotel, flying
in for their meetings, staying
overnight and flying back home.

Said Robinson: “Adding a
Westin flagship hotel to an out-
standing terminal will help com-
plete Metro Airport and make it

a world-class facility at the mid-
field site.

“As a result ... we believe that
our customer satisfaction will
skyrocket.”

Before voting their approval,
commissioners insisted on word-
ing that permits commission
Auditor General Brendan Dun-
leavy access to hotel books. The
commission also urged Westin
owner Starwood Resorts and
Hotels to remain neutral toward
unions talking to emplovees
about organizing.

Beard noted Starwood “has
been very agreeabie to that (neu-
trality) across the country.”

However, that part wasn't
strong enough for Jewel Ware,
D-Detroit, the commission chair-
woman pro tem, who voted
against approval.

Commissioners excused from
the meeting included Lyn
Bankes, R-Livonia, Philip
Cavanagh, D-Dearborn Heights,
and Susan Hubbard, D-Dear-
born. Hubbard is recuperating
after recently giving birth to her
first child, a girl.

to honor school board members

ting and missing the mark. I'll
also be meeting with all the
employees here to get the same
information — how they see us
about delivery of service to the
districts.

“I'm on a data-gathering mis-
gion now,” Davis said.

Wayne RESA provides a vari-
ety of services to children, fami-
lies and communities, guided by
its mission of “Leading ... Learn-
ing for All”

Many of its programs and ser-
vices are coordinated with the
more than 20,000 teachers and

nearly half-a-million children in
Wayne County. It also provides
services to schools in other parts
of Michigan and the United
States.

RESA board members are
James Petrie of Northville, pres-
ident; Boyd W. Arthurs of Tren-

ton, vice president; Mary E.
Blackmon of Detroit, secretary;
James Beri of Allen Park, trea-
surer; and Lynda Jackson of
Ecorse, who came on board this
month. All have years of local
school board experience.
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_PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY S
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Every week the Plymouth District
Library staff provides the Observer
with their list of “Best Sellers”
based on the number of requests for
titles by library patrons. The books
are available by placing o request
with the library 453-0750.

PCTION

1) From the Corner of Hia Eye,
Dean Koonts

2) Roses are Red, James Patter-
son

3) The Mark, Tim LaHaye

4) Prodigal Summer, Barbara
Kingsolver

5) The Bear and the Dragon,
Tom Clancy
HENFETION

1) The O'Reilly Factor, Biil
O'Reilly

2) Beatles Anthology, The Beat-
les

3) Nothing Like It in the World,
Stephen Ambrose

4) Darwin Awards, Wendy
Northcutt

5) Tuesdays With Morrie, Mitch
Albom
PARENT'S CHOICE
CHILDREN'S NEWBERY AWARD 2001

BOCKS
. 1) A Year Down Yonder,
" Richard Peck-Winner

2) Hope Was Here, John Bauer-
Honor Book

3) The Wanderer, Sharon
Creech-Honor Book

4) Because of Winn-Dixie, Kate
CiCamillo-Honor Book

BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER

cmarshall@®oe.homecomm.net

The members of Canton’s new
Human Relations Commission
looked across the table at one
another Tuesday and saw a
diverse, representative cross-sec-
tion of the community.

“We have a rich, wonderful
diversity in Canton. We can real-
ly make some things gel and
blend,” said the Rev. Richard
Perfetto, at the group’s first
meeting inside the township
administration building.

“No other community has
diversity like Canton’s.”

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack
said the commission was formed
after some Canton residents
voiced their concerns over the
board of trustees’ refusal to
declare Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday a paid holiday for town-
ship employees.

Last March, Canton resident
and pastor Joseph Stevenson
approached Yack, expressing his
disapproval over the King holi-
day issue.

A few weeks later, another
Canton resident, the Rev. Brian
Smith, also approached Yack
about the holiday.
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“He was less understanding
than Pastor Joe was,” Yack said,
but Yack discussed the issue
with Smith, then encouraged
him to contact Stevenson.

Smith and Stevenson asked
Yack for a study session, and the
trio got together with a Western
Wayne County NAACP repre-
sentative to discuss the issue.

What the township came up
with was a Human Relations
Commission, similar to Livonia’s
commission, which was launched
in 1980.

The township passed what
Yack called a very broad, “Mack
truck ordinance” to form the
commission and advertised for
volunteer applicants. Two weeks
ago, 11 applicants were invited
to the commission’s first meet-
ing, and Tuesday, nine came to
meet one another.

Of the 11 members, five are of
ethnic minorities, and half are
women. They come from many
walks of life, from the clergy to
education to Friend of the Court
office.

The commission’s township
representative, Daniel Durack,

director, administrative and
community services, said the
group is representative of Can-
ton, as most are new to the area.

The commission’s members
have lived in Canton anywhere
from five months to more than
20 years.

Most said they were drawn to
the commission out of a desire to
serve and give back to the com-
munity.

Muriel Burrell said she saw
the application around election
tine, and felt inspired to serve
the community.

“I read about it,” she said of
local government. “But I decided
I need to participate in the pro-
cess.”

The commission’s chairwoman,
Monika Dua, said she also felt
inspired partly because of the
timing, near elections. Dua has a
professional background in
human relations, but said she’s
never used the skills in a public
service environment, and is
eager to do so.

Many expressed concern over
the community’s youth.

Mary Manger-Lehnert, park
operations manager for Comeri-
ca Park, said she was interested
in serving because she’s wit-
nessed firsthand the way people

For the best coverage of YOUR hometown, catch the Plymouth Observer
every Thursday and Sunday. Call us at (734) 459-2700, or
emall bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net
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IS YOUR CHILD
HAVING TROUBLE
MAKING THE GRADE?

Club Z! offe:s affordable one-on-one tutoring
in the comfort of your home!
Kindergarten - 12th Grade
= Qualified Teachers © All Subjects
¢ Remedial and Enrichment Programs
Call For More Information:

(888) 817-5225

www.clubztutoring.com

41889 Joy Road, Canton, MI 48187.

Publish January 14 & 21, 2001

SHURGARD OF PLYMOUTH
41889 JOY ROAD
CANTON, MI 48187
734-459-2200

Notice is hereby given that the entire contents of the following storage units
will be sold to the highest bidder by way of an open bid on FEBRUARY 20,
2001 at approximately 9:00 a.m. at Shurgard Storage Centers located at

Unit #435, TIM EDWARDS, Chairs. couches, lamps, household items, Unit
#9137. GERARDO SINDICI, 100 Boxes of antique items and toys

981-0300
Unit #4203 - Watkins -

microscope, misc. boxes & bags

Unit #4213 - Brown -

Publish January 21 and 28 20010

SHURGARD OF CANTON

Notice is hereby given that the following unitis} will be sold to the highest
bidder by open auction on February 20, 2001 at approximately 9:30 a.m. at
Shurgard Storage located at 2101 Haggerty Road, Canton, MI 48187, 1734)

Dining table and 4 chairs.
Unit #5210 - Todd - Yaccum, mattress. tent, 2 dressers, globe, lawn chairs,

Unit #6018 - Sliuinski - Tony & Jacks Delivery: 21 refrigerators, 4 washer-
dryer combog, 1 dryer, 3 tool boxes, 1 antique stove, misc. boxes

Unit #6276 - Ward - 50 misc boxes and bags

Unit #4064 - Bazazi - 1 suitcase, 3 misc bags.

Misc boxes. couch. card table, console T.V.. radio

IT PAYS TO GET MOVING

of all backgrounds interact.

“It’s been an eye-opening expe-
rience, the way people getting
along,” she said. “I would also
like to see what we're doing in
the schools....Kids are not learn-
ing tolerance in the schools the
way they should.”

Township establishes Human Relations Commission

STAFF PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Sharing a moment: Canton Supervisor Tom Yack, cen-
ter, laughs with Phil Ladoy, left, during a lighter
moment at a Service of Racial Unity at Geneva Presby-
terian Church in Canton.

The Rev. Mark Moore echoed
Lehnert’s statement, saying,
“There's a real lack of interest in
our youth. They don’t care about
government. They don’t care
about the issues. And they have
very little tolerance for others’
views.”

Utility company offers tips to
keep homes from ice buildup

With fluctuating temperatures
predicted in Michigan's weather
forecast, Consumers Energy
offers several safety tips to cus-
tomers regarding ice buildup
around their homes.

Natural gas customers with
high efficiency furnaces are
urged to keep intake and
exhaust areas clear of snow and
ice to eliminate safety hazards.

Snow and ice can pile up and
plug high efficiency furnace

_intake and exhaust vents, which

exit homes one to three feet off
the ground, and cause serious
furnace malfunctions.

The utility also urges cus-
tomers living in mobile homes to
keep the area around rooftop
chimney vents clear of snow and
1€

“Snow and ice can often hide
potentially hazardous situa-
tions,” said Paul N. Preketes,

senior vice president of gas oper-
ations for Consumers Energy.

Preketes also asks customers
to clear ice and snow from out-
side energy meters. This guards
against meter freeze-ups which
can stop the flow of gas into a
home.

To promote meter reading
safety, it is important to remove
snow from sidewalks, stairs and
gate areas leading to indeor
meters.

“Customers definitely play a
key role in helping us to do our
jobs safety,” added Preketes.

Consumers Energy, the princi-
pal subsidiary of CMS Energy
Corporation, is Michigan’s
largest natural gas and electric
utility serving more than six
million of the state’s nine and
one-half million residents in all
68 Lower Peninsula counties.

Canton Foot Specialists

- b
Dr Seven Wuddon

CAN FEET CAUSE BACK PROBLEMS?
If you're having a problem with your back, it might surprise you to learn that poor
foot function may be causing it. Poor foot funcrion can also be the culprit in hip pain,

stiff neck, knee problems a

other oggravations
Sometimes an abnormal shortening of one

develops. This can happen when

one of your feet flatiens out, dropping the ankle close to the ground. You can imogine
what this does fo the rest of your body. It throws it out of kilter.
The only way to be sure your feet are functioning properly is 1o have them examined

by your podiatrist

**Early moming, evening, and Saturday appoiniments available

Canton

MERCY

HEALTH SYSTIM

A et of higrry Heath Senioss

Foot Speciallists |

Saint Joseph Mercy

ACROSS FROM OUTBACK

Canton Heclth Center

STEAK HOUSE

1
|
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1600 & Cankon Center R 5t 350
Canlon, M 48188

Run it out of your garage into

And once your ad for your car, truck. van, boat
motorcycle—whatever—— arrives, we'll park it in your
hometown classified section until it really moves.

That's right, we'll keep running your classified
transportation ad until it sells.

Every week we have nearly 500,000 readers and we

ther rastrichior

(00 Matro [Doteot Marke! Area

your hometown classified section.

phone in no time at all
So start your engines and call us today!
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know that one (or a whole lot more) will be on your

CLASSIFIED ADS

Part of Home Tawn Communicalions Netwark ™

WAYNE' 734-591-2300  FAX 734-953-2121
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More road work on tap for area

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER

rpeari@oe.homecomm.net

Western Wayne County resi-
dents can expect more road work
in their area this year, thanks to
extra funding secured by the
county roads department.

With an additional $20 million
added to the already budgeted
$35 million for roadwork, one
new paving and four resurfacing
projects are on tap for Redford
Township, Livonia, Westland
and Canton Township.

The projects are:

% agphalt-paving Lotz Road
between Warren and Ford Roads
in Canton, at an estimated cost
of $1 million;

s resurfacing Middlebelt Road
between Plymouth and School-
craft Roads in Livonia (estimat-
ed cost $1.3 million);

= resurfacing Schoolcraft Road
between Telegraph and Inkster
Roads in Redford, (estimated
$1.7 million);

® regurfacing Six Mile Road
between Inkster and Middlebelt
in Livonia (estimated $500,000);
and

Kelley to

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpearl@®oe.homecomm.net

Kevin Kelley, recently re-elect-
ed to a second four-year term as
supervisor of Redford Township,
has been elected to a two-year
term as chairman of the Confer-
ence of Western Wayne, succeed-
ing Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey.

Kirksey becomes chairman
emeritus. .

® resurfacing Van Born Road
between Beech Daly and Inkster
in Dearborn Heights and West-
land (estimated $885,000).

Depending on how right of way
acquisition for the Lotz project
goes, bid-letting could begin in
March or April, according to
John Roach, roads department
spokesman.

The five jobs are among 14
“bonus” projects added county-
wide by County Executive
Edward H. McNamara.

The extra funding came from
“the efficient management of our
road improvement bond program
and by aggressively seeking
additional federal aid,” McNa-
mara said, adding that the coun-
ty engineering staff headed by
Kevin Maillard of Livonia
“deserves a tremendous amount
of credit.”

Roach said Maillard “has been
really aggressive in finding
money where it's available.”

About $9 million of the extra
revenue is from what McNamara
calls “double-play” bond money.

“This is money that was used
once to pay the federal share on
a number of projects so we could

8 'Our engineers wers
very smart in how they
planned the use of
theses bonds. Anytime
you can use the same
money to fix two roads,
you're doing something
right.’

Edward H.

McNamara

Wayne County executive

fix them years in advance,” he
said. “Now that the feds have
reimbursed that money, we have
it to spend again.

“Our engineers were VvVery
smart in how they planned the
use of these bonds,” McNamara
stated. “Anytime you can use the
same money to fix two roads,
you're doing something right.”

In addition, McNamara said,
competitive bidding between
road construction companies
helped his bond program exceed
his goal by about $56 million.

Director of Public Services

Cameron Priebe said that, after
an initial spike in construction
prices charged by road-builders
after the 1997 gas tax increase,
bids to the county have been
comparatively low.

“We've been seeing bids come
in as much as 25 percent below
our projected costs,” he said.
“Every time that happens, we
start looking for new projects to
fund.”

The remaining $6 million will
come from extra federal-aid
money Wayne County secured
late last year.

Other road agencies in the
region that had applied for the
funds were not able to obligate
them by the federal deadline,
Priebe said.

“We had only a few days to
submit our plan ... to spend that
additional money, ibut) our engi-
neering staff was able to pull it
off,” he said. “That has allowed
us to move six projects up from
2002 to 2001

Roach said possible increases
in gas prices will have “a pretty
minimal effect” on these projects,
but could affect future contracts.

head Western Wayne group

The conference is a consortium
of 18 municipalities in western
Wayne County. Its board of
directors consists of the chief
elected official or designated
alternate from each member
municipality.

Other officers elected at the
Jan. 12 meeting are Canton
Township Supervisor Tom Yack,
vice chairman; Belleville Mayor
Thomas Fielder, secretary; and

Wayne Mayor Robert Dickerson,
treasurer.

Redford Deputy Superinten-
dent Joseph Bommarito is Kel-
ley’s alternate as chairman.

Yack's alternate is Debbie
Zevalkink, his administrative
assistant; Fielder's is Belleville
City Manager Steve Walters;
Dickerson’s is Wayne City Man-
ager John Zech and Kirksey's is
Gail Karczynski, Livonia direc-

tor of administrative services.
Other CWW member commu-
nities are Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights, Garden City, Huron
Township, Inkster, Northville

* and Northville Township, Ply-

mouth and Plymouth Township,
Romulus, Sumpter and Van

Buren Townships and Westland.

Madonna series highlights Detroit history

In observance of the 300th
anniversary of the founding of
Detroit, Madonna University
offers a year-long collogquium
series that celebrates the history
and culture of the city. Spon-
sored by Madonna University
and Detroit 300 (the Tricenten-
nial Commission), the series
titled “Sense of Place, Sense of
Self: Croussing the Boundaries of
Suburban and Urban Detroit”

includes four lectures.

On Saturday, Jan. 27, “His-
toric Detroit — A Legacy That
Lives On” will be held 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. in Kreage Hall on campus.
The day will include a lecture
and field trip presented by Philip
Mason, founding curator of the
Walter Reuther Labor Archives
and distinguished emeritus pro-
fessor, Wayne State University,
and Ralph W. Glenn, art histori-

an and associate professor of art,
Madonna University. Free and
open to the public.

“Art in Detroit/Detroit in Art”
will take place 10 am. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 12, in Kresge
Hall. Art educator Catherine
Guinn, Academy of the Sacred
Heart, Bloomfield Hille, will
reveal more about the art of
Detroit with a field trip to the
Detroit Institute of Arts. Free

and open to the public.

An evening of song, music and
banter will take place 7-9 p.m.
Tuesday, July 17, in Kresge
Hall. “Many Streams, One River:
Detroit's Musical Heritage” will
inlcude a lecture and perfor-
mances by Robert Jones and
Matt Watroba of WDET radio.
Free and open to the public.

For more information, contact
Dr. Marjorie Checkoway at (734)
432-5653.

WHEN SOME CANCER SURVIVORS

COUNT THEIR BLESSINGS,

THEY ARRIVE AT THIS NUMBER.

Aside from supportive families and friends, some cancer survivors thank the Cancer Answerl.ine. oo Perhaps the
nurses at the Cancer Answerline gave them information about the latest cancer research treatment options or

clinical trials. Or assisted them in getting a referral or second opinion  Whatever it was it might be something
that could help you, too. Call and take advantage of the many number of ways the Cancer Answerl ine can help

1-800-865-1125

Comprehensive Cancer Center

=3 University of Michigan
it

"= Feel Better

www.cancer.med.umich edu

Bridge project
starts Monday

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFY WRITER
rpeari@oe.homecomm.net

One of two paving projects
announced by Wayne County
for this year will affect
motorists 1n western Wayne
County as soon as this month.

The Griswold Bridge over
the C&O Railroad tracks in
Northville will be rebuilt at a
cost of $1.4 million and will
be closed to traffic for seven
months beginning Jan. 22.

The second project — the
scheduled reconstruction in
Canton Township of Lotz
Road between Michigan
Avenue and Van Born - won't
start until spring at the earli-
est.

John Roach, county roads
department spokesman, said
Lotz will be paved with con-

crete.

The project, which he said
will be done at the township’s
request, 1s in a developing
business area.

Canton Supervisor Tom
Yack said the project will be
paid for by residents through
a special assessment district,
not county funding.

The work on the Northville
bridge, which was built in
1927, will necessitate north-
bound traffic on the
Northville Road detouring
onto Seven Mile Road, then to
Haggerty Road and north to
Baseline Road (Eight Mile).

Two miles of Seven Mile are
to be resurfaced later this
year, while Beck Road
between Five and Six Mile
Roads will be reconstructed in
2002, the county said.

Take a step toward
financial independence

Yield Effective as of 12/27/00

Guaranteed by John Hancock

The Independence Annuity is issued by John Hancock Life
Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02177
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Annuities:

Are May Lose Value Representatives of

Not Independence One*

FDIC Have No 8ank Investment Group are

located at Michigan

insured Guarantee National Financial Centers.

= AN »

&)

GRAND COURT
Westland
37501 Joy Road

qyg offer assisted

and independent
living providing
privacy, security,
comfort, and piece
of mind.
Enjoy the lifestyle
you deserve at
prices you can
afford.

On Site Home
Health Services
Available
For Information Call
(734) 451-1155
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AROUND TOWN

DINNER THEATRE

@ Fox’s Lair Dinner The-
atre at Fox Hills Banquet
Center presents “Murder
Among Friends,” a comedy-
thriller. Performances are
Saturdays through Feb. 24.
Cocktails at 6 p.m.; dinner
at 7 p.m.; performance
immediately following.

The $33.95 package
includes buffet dinner,
dessert, live show, tax and
gratuity. Call (734) 453-
7272 for reservations.

MADONNA UNIVERSITY OPEN
HOUSE
B Madonna University in
Livonia is holding an Open
House for prospective stu-
dents from 1-4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, March 24 in the
Take 5 Lounge on campus.
Information on financial
aid and scholarships will
be available, and transfer
students are encouraged to
bring their transcripts.
Complimentary refresh-
ments will be provided.
For further information,
please call (734)432-5339.

CLASSICAL BELLS

B Classical Bells, known as
Michigan’s premiere hand-
bell ensemble, will be fea-
tured at Our Lady of Victo-
ry Catholic Church, at 7
p.m., January 28. The
church is at 770 Thayer in
Northville. Tickets are $10
for individuals and $15 for
families. They can be pur-
chased at the door. For
further information contact
Our Lady of Victory
Church at (248) 349-2621.

AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL
@ Our Lady of Good coun-
sel Church will be the set-
ting for a gala American
Music Festival at 7:30
p.m., Feb. 11. The com-
bined choirs of St. John
Neumann Church and Our
Lady of Good Counsel will
present a dynamic and
diversified program.
Admission 1s $5 donation
at the door. For more
information, please call the
OLGC Parish Office (734)
453-3026 or St. John Neu-
mann Parish Office (734)
455-5910.

WILLOW CREEK PRESCHOOL
B The Willow Creek Coop-
erative Preschool is holding
an Open House from 5:30-7
p.m., March 13 at the
gchool located in Kirk of
our Savior Church, 36660

Cherry Hill Road. Meet our |

teachers; play with our
toys; see our school: enjoy a
snack: get information for
2001-2002 registration.
For more information, call
Tina at 981-4069 or Ann at
844-7379.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
PROGRAM
M The Ladies Auxiliary to
VFW Post No. 6695 located
at 1426 . Mill, Plymouth,
is holding a Domestic Vio-
lence Program, featuring
speaker Lisa Rutledge from
Oakwood Hospital at 7
p.m.Jan. 30. Judith Barr
from First Step will also
participate. The program is
open to the public with
parking behind the build-
ing. Refreshments will be
served after the program.
Call (313) 538-1859 for fur-
ther information.

ADD/ADHD WORKSHOP
® Is your child on Ritalin
or other drugs for

vour child might have
ADD/ADHD? Are you look-
ing for alternatives to drug
therapy? Attend this spe-
cial workshop on
ADD/ADHD, Ritalin facts
and alternative choices
Interactive community
workshop sponsored by the

National Weliness Founda-
tion Summit on the Park,
16000 Sumnut Parkway,
Canton, at 7 pm. Jan. 25
Free Reservations are
required at (734 4162411

WINTER COMMUNITY BLOOD
DRIVE

@ The American Red Cross

will sponsor a Communtty

Blood Drive at St. Mary
Mercy Hospital from 10
a.m.-4 p.m., Jan. 25, in the
St. Mary Mercy Hospital
Auditorium. The American
Red Cross encourages area
residents to join St. Mary
Mercy Hospital employees
and volunteers to donate
blood. To schedule a time
to donate, call the hospital
at (734) 655-2907. Walk-
ins are accepted, but
appointments are pre-
ferred.

TEENS AND DRUGS

B These presentations will
be presented at the St.
Joseph Mercy Hospital
Education Center, Class-
room EC4, 5305 Elliot Dr.,
Ypsilanti: “How to Know”
will be presented from
7:30-9 p.m., Feb. 6. It will
provide information on how
to recognize a teen sub-
stance abuse problem,
understand the progression
of substance abuse, and
know when to take action.
“What to Do” will be pre-
sented 7:30-9 p.m., Feb. 13.
It will provide information
on what shofld and should
not be done when a teen
substance abuse problem is
identified, and will include
a recovering teen speaker.
Parents, teens, and people
who work with teens are
all welcome. Free litera-
ture and refreshments are
provided. Please phone
(734) 973-7892 for further
information.

D&M STUDIO

8 Join us for a wide variety
of art classes for children
and adults. Drawing and
Painting, Cartooning, High
School Portfolio Prepara-
tion, Adult OiVAerylic/
Watercolor, Homeschool,
Studio Art (Multi-Media)
and Preschool classes are
offered to artists of all lev-
els. Call to register today
at (734) 453-3710.

SWEETHEART DINNER DANCE
B Come join us in the
Maple/Oak Room at Can-
ton’s Summit on the Park,
on Saturday, Feb. 3 from
5:30-10 p.m. for dinner and
dancing. The evening
begins with an individual
Chicken Marsala dinner
prepared by our very own
Summit Gourmet. You
won't even have to worry
about looking silly on the
dance floor because Sue
Baris, the Summit’s ball-
room dance instructor, will
provide an hour of ballroom
dance instruction begin-
ning at 7 p.m. followed by
open dancing until 10 p.m.
Ticket prices are $25 per
person with dinner or $10

| per person to attend the

dance portion only. Tickets
are on sale now at Summit
on the Park.

DADDY/DAUGHTER DA'ICE
B Enjoy a fun-filled
evening of dancing with
your special Valentine of
any age at Summit on the
Park’s annual Daddy/
Daughter Dance. The
dance will be held on Fri-
day, Feb. 9 and Sat. Feb.
10 from 7-9 p.m. in the
gymnasium. Ticket prices

| are $14 per couple and $8

for each additional child.
Tickets are on sale now at
Summit on the Park. For

more information call (734) |

394-5460
ST. RAPHAEL BOOSTER CLUB
B Viva Las Vegas Nights

| VII will take place from 6
ADD/ADHD? Do you think |

p.m.-midnight, Jan 26-27
in the activities building at
St. Raphael. located at
5776 Merriman Rd. in Gar
den City. There will be
blackjack, dice wheels, dice
tables. 50/50 drawings, and
various games of chance
Cash prizes will be award-
ed to all winners. Adnns-
sion is free to all players 18
and over Call Dave Cain
at (7341 454-9034 for fur
ther information
STORY TIME WITH MISS
KAREN
B Jinghing bells, floating
Qarves ."ﬂ‘ﬂh'()"ﬂ] stories
and hittle feet moving in
time to music. . these are

group.

Taste of culture: Asian Cultural Day, sponsored by Detroit Edi-
son’s ethnic marketing group, was held recently at the utility’s
Detroit headquarters. The event included food and traditional
dances and ethnic dress from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives,
istan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.
Satyanarayana Rao Palakodeti of Plymouth Township performed
a farmers’ folk dance, called Bhangra, from Punjab in North
India. He is an engineer in Detroit Edison’s Fossil Generation

Myanmar, Nepal, Pak-

just a few of the sights and
sounds parents and chil-
dren will experience at
Story Time with Miss
Karen. Imaginative songs
and chants highlight
favorite children’s books in
these free 30-40 minute
interactive programs.
Karen Onkka Schander-

berger is a licensed Kinder-
musik instructor at Evola
Music of Canton. Registra-
tions suggested by calling

| 1734) 455-4677.

ANN ARBOR RANGERS

M The Ann Arbor Rangers
U17 Boys Soccer Club is
looking for some new team
members for the winter
indoor season and spring
“travel” outdoor season. If
you have experience play-
ing soccer and are interest-
ed in learning more about
our team and coach, please
attend one of our practices
at Mack School in Ann
Arbor from 8-9:30 p.m. on
Monday evenings. For fur-
ther information, please
call Iris at (734) 995-0011.

PLYMOUTH CHILDREN’S
NURSERY OPEN HOUSE
| @ The open house is being
| held 1-3 p.m. Feb. 4 and 1-
3 p.m. March 4 at 5825
Sheldon Road, Canton.
Plymouth Children’s Nurs-
ery. Inc. admits students of
any race, color and nation-
al ethnic origin. Call (734)
455-6250 for further infor-
| mation.

HATHA YOGA

B Hatha Yoga classes,

downtown Plymouth, 7:30-

9 p.m.. Wednesdays. and

Sundayvs, 4-5:30 p.m.

| Starting Feb. 14, new

Wednesday classes 9:30-11

am. and 1:30-3 p.m

[ Unique Valentine's Day
Gift Certificates available
Call Cynthia 17341 420

i 241K

P/C COMMUNITY EDUCATION
B Watch for your “Commu-
nity Education
Winter/Spring 2001”
brochure which is presently
being delivered to all Ply-
mouth/ Canton residents.
First day of registration is
8-10 a.m_, Jan. 13 at the
Canton High School Cafe-
teria, on-going walk-in and
mail-in registration at
Starkweather Education
Center. Call (734) 416-
2937 regarding enrichment
classes, (734) 416-4901 for
high school completion.

DADDY-DAUGHTER
VALENTINE'S DANCE
B Canton Knights of
Columbus 10th Annual
Daddy-Daughter Valen-
tine's Dance will be held
from 7-9 p.m., Feb. 10, at
the St. Thomas a'Becket
Family Life Center. This
special night will feature
danceable music, a flower
corsage, refreshments and
a unique gift so Dad and
his date will remember the
evening. The cost is $12
per couple, $16 for Dads
with two dates. Call (734)
981-1333 for further infor-
mation.

PLYMOUTH TOY SHOW

B Plymouth’s Collectible
Toy Show returns from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., Jan. 21 at
the Plymouth Cultural
Center. The show will fea-
ture vendors and collectors
selling new, used, antique
and collectible toys of all
kinds from the 50s to this
years “hottest” collectibles.
Admission for adults is $5,
kids under 10 are free. For
show or vendor informa-
tion, call (734)455-2110.

. CITY OF PLYMOUTH

RECREATION
B The City of Plymouth is
now taking registration for
its Children’s/Tots Gym-

nastics Dance, Arts, Jump-
A-Rama, Tae-Kwan-Do,
Personal Development,
Aerobics and much more.
For more information, call
the recreation division at
(734)455-6620.

ANN ARBOR POWER
SQUADRON
B The Winter course “Basic
Boating Education”, open
to the public, begins Feb. 7
and runs through March
21. The class will be held
at Clague Middle School at
7 p.m. This class is open to
adults and teenagers inter-
ested in or new to boating,
as well as veteran boaters
who wish to improve their
boating skills. Call 973-
0441 for further informa-
tion.

QGENEVA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
@ Come join us at Weigh
Down Workshop and learn
how to enjoy all foods with-
out overeating. Free orien-
tation 7-9 p.m., Jan. 22. at
Geneva Presbyterian
Church. For more informa-
tion, call Diane Gaubatz
(734) 397-1986 or the
church office (734) 459-
0013.

YOUTH SOCCER
REGISTRATION
B The City of Plymouth
Recreation Department
will be taking Spring
Youth Soccer registration
the entire month of Jan-
uary at the Recreation
office 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m,,
Monday-Friday. The office
is in the Plymouth Cultural
Center. All registrations
require a birth certificate.
The fee for 8 years and
under is $45 for City of Ply-
mouth residents, and $65
for non-residents. For
more information call (734)
455-6620.
ROLLER SKATING CLASSES

FowR W

i

| CALENDAR

The Piymouth Observer i clcomes Calendar items. ltems should be from non-profit community
groups or individuals announcing a compruntty program or event. Please type or print

the information helow and marl your ttem to The Calendar, Plymouth Observer, 794 South Main l

Event:

Date and Time:
Location:

[ Telephone:

Additional info.:

Street. Plvmouth. MI 48170 or by fax to 734-459-4224 Deadline for Calendar items 1s noon
Thirsday for the follawing Sunday’s paper. Call $59-2700 1f vou have any questtons.

1 se additional sheet if necessary

LENDAR

B Learn to skate at Skatin
Station II in Canton for
children or adults 7-8 p.m.
every Sunday. Call (734)
459-6401.

OPEN HOUSE

B New Morning School in
Plymouth is hosting two
opportunities for interested
families to tour the school,
meet the staff and have
your questions answered.
The dates are: 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23.; and
there will also be a Student
Museum/Open House 2-
4:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 11.
New family discussions
will occur at 3:30 p.m. that
day. New Morning s a
state licensed and certified
parent cooperative school
covering pre-school
through grade eight. Inter-
ested people can call the
school at (734) 420-3331 or
e-mail to newmorning@
mediaone.net.

KINDERMUSIK CLASSES

@ Registrations are now
being taken for the win-
ter/spring semester of Kin-
dermusik for children from
birth through 5 years of
age. Classes begin the
week of Feb. 4. Call Evola
Music Center at (734) 455-
4677 to register for ciasses
ar for a free brochure.

EVOLA MUSIC

B Registrations are now
being taken for Kinder-
musik Village Classes at
Evola Music in Canton for
children from birth to 18
months and their parents.
Meet with other parents
with babies birth to 18
months. Kindermustk at
Evola Music offers a com-
plete music program where
both children and parents
learn through music and
movement. Call Evola
Music Center at (734) 455-
46717 to register for classes
or for a free brochure. You
may also visit the Web site
at www.ismi. net/kinder-
musi katevola.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

8 The Plymouth Optimist
Club is selling Entertain-
ment 2001 Books. Proceeds
will be used for children’s
causes throughout South-
eastern Michigan. Books
are $40 and will be home
delivered. Call Bill Von
Glahn at (734) 453-8253.

MORE KINDERMUSIK

B Village Music, a profes-
sional music facility in Ply-
mouth’s Old Village at 130
E. Liberty, has on-going
registration for its Kinder-
musik classes. Classes are
available for newborns
through 7-year-olds. Call
Norma Atwood at (734)
354-9825.

CREATIVE MUSIC CENTER

@ The Creative Music Cen-
ter of Plymouth/Canton
has on-going registration
for its Kindermusik class-
es. Classes are prorated.
Classes are at the First
Baptist Church of Ply-
mouth, 45000 N. Territori-
al (just west of Sheldon).
For information, call Lori
Nelson at (734) 354-9109.

NEW MORNING SCHOOL

B New Morning School in
Plymouth has openings for
the upcoming school year
(2000-01) in the following
programs: Half-day kinder-
garten (afternoons) ; the
whole-day kindergarten;
and the middle school
(grades six through eight).
New Morning is a state-
licensed and certified par-
ent cooperative. Interested
people can call the school
at (734) 420-3331 or e-mail
to newmorning@ mediaone.
net. Visit the Web site at
people. mw. media one. net/
newmorning.

K OF C BREAKFAST BUFFEY
B The Knights of Colum-
bus holds a breakfast buf-
fet every Sunday, from 8:30
a.m. to noon at the K of C,
150 Fair St., Plymouth.
All-you-can-eat buffet.
Newly remodeled breakfast
room. Call (734} 453-9833.

TAI CH¥1

are offered in Livonia and
Bloomfield under the spon-
sorship of the Taoist Tai
Chi Society. Day classes for
seniors available at the
Livonia location. Observers
welcome. Visit its web site
at www. ttes. org. Call
(248) 332-1281.

CLUBS

REPUBLICAN WOMEN

B The monthly meeting of
the Suburban Republican
Women’s Club will be held
at the Pick-A-Bone Restau-
rant at 11 a.m., January
25. The charge for the lun-
cheon is $11.00. Guests
and visitors always wel-
come. For reservations,
please call (248)324-1660.

WESTSIDE SINGLES

B Westside Singles pre-
sents Friday night dances.
Open to the public and will
be held every Friday night
at the Burton Manor.
Doors open at 8 p.m,,
dressy attire, budget bar,
D.J., 21 years of ago and
older, price is $4 before
8:30 p.m. and $6 after 8:30
p.m. There is a special
VALENTINE'S DANCE at
7 p.m. on Feb. 14. Call
(734)981-0909 for further
information.

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY
ARTS COUNCIL

B Every second Tuesday at
noon you're invited to bring
your lunch and learn about
art with the speakers from
the DIA.- The cost is $5 for
members and $8 for others.
Thanks to a grant from
Ford Motor Co., these lec-
tures are now free to senior
citizens. Winter 2001 class-
es for children-acting,
singing, drawing, sketching
and painting. For adults-
photography, mnandala,
drawing, sketching, water-
color, salsa dance, and fig-
ure drawing with models.
Classes begin the week of
Jan. 15. Art or drama
Birthday Parties or Scout
Workshops custom
designed for your group
(any age) at the Plymouth
community Arts Council.
For information on any of
the above activities, call
(734)416-4278.

KIWANIS BREAKFAST CLUB
B The Plymouth-Canton
Kiwanis Breakfast Club
meets 7 a.m. every Tues-
day at the Plymouth Cul-
tural Center, 526 Farmer,
Plymouth. Guests are wel-
come. Call Charr Briggs at
(810) 406-8489.

BNI

B Business Network Inter-
national (BNI) holds their
regular meetings from 7-
8:30 a.m. The Canton II
Chapter meets every
Wednesday at Millennium
Security Services, 42010
Koppernick, Suite 117,
Canton; the Plymouth
Chapter meets every
Thursday at the Plymouth
Cultural Center, 5626
Farmer, Plymouth; the
Livonia Chapter meets
every Friday at Senate
Coney Island on Plymouth
Road at Stark, Livonia.
Call the BNI regional office
at (810) 323-3800.

[
@ The Astronomy Discus-
sion Group meets every
third Monday of the month
7-8 p.m. in the Plymouth
Dunning-Hough Library,
223 S. Main. Astronomy
novices and enthusiasts
(age 6 and older) may
attend. Adults must accom-
pany those younger than
12. Door prizes, handouts,
videos, slides, lecture, and
open discussion are a part
of the meetings. Call Mike
Best at (734) 469-2378.

CIVITAN CLUB

@ The Plymouth-Canton
Civitan Club meets the
first and third Thursdays
of the month: Business/
Salvation Army; Dinner/
Damon’s. Call either (734)

@ Ongoing Tao Chi classes

453-7688 or (734) 981-
7259.
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SJACHK W. WERY

Services for Jack W. Wert, 74, of Kalkaska Twp.,
Mich., were held Jan. 16 at the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home with the Rev. James Skimins offici-
ating.

Mr. Wert was born July 14, 1926 in Detroit and
died Jan. 11 in Kalkaska. He worked for Ford
Motor Company for 37 years in data processing.
He came to the Canton community in 1975 from
Inkster. He was a fisherman, boater and collector.
He was a veteran of World War I1.

Survivors include sons David (Patricia) Wert of

* Plymouth, Michael (Cathy) Wert of Washington

and Jeff Wert of Redford; and grandchildren,
Derek, Jennifer and Allison Wert.

Memorial contributions may be made to the
Karamos Cancer Institute.

Arrangements made by Schrader-Howell Funer-
al Home.

HELGA 8. PASCOE

Services for Helga S. Pascoe, 70, of Plymouth,
were held Jan. 17 at Vermeulen Funeral Home
with the Rev. Jerry Yarnell officiating. Burial was
2t Glen Eden Memorial Park.

Mrs. Pascoe was born June 30, 1930 in Detroit

. and died Jan. 15 in Plymouth. She was a secre-

.,

e I U |

. tary with Great Lakes Steel.

She was preceded in death by her husband,
Joseph Pascoe.

Survivors include daughter Karen (Daryl)
Fowler of Plymouth; brother Ditty (Betty) Dittman
of Arizona; one granddaughter, Shelly (Jay) Garity
of Plymouth; and grandson Jason Fowler of Ply-
mouth.

Memorials may be made to Hospices of Henry
Ford, Plymouth Office of Philanthrophy, One Ford
Place, Suite 5A, Detroit, MI 48202.

Arrangements made by Vermeulen Funeral
Home.

MYRTLE 8. MYER

Services for Myrtle B. Myer, 89, of Anun Arbor
were held Jan. 21 at the Schra-'er-Howell Funeral
Home with the Rev. Roy G. Forsyth officiating.
Burial was at Riverside Cemetery in Plymouth.

Mrs. Myer was born Sept. 23, 1911 in Chicago,
1. and died Jan. 15 in Ann Arbor. Mrs. Myer, for-
merly of Plymouth, came to Michigan at a young
age and attended Starkweather Elementary
School and graduated from Plymouth High School
in 1930. At age 48 she earned her Licensed Practi-
cal Nurse degree and worked at the nursing home
in Northville for 12 years. After retirement, Mrs.
Myer and her husband wintered in Florida. She
enjoyed gardening and she loved her special dogs,
“Babe” and “Blue.”

Survivors include her daughter, Joan Edwards
of Ann Arbor; sons William G. Myer of Ft. Collins,

Colo., and John (Sandra) Myer of Ann Arbor; 21
grandchildren; 29 great-grandchildren; and 11
great-great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Association.

Arrangements made by the Schrader-Howell
Funeral Home.

WILLIAM HARRISON DALE

Services for William Harrison Dale, 84, of Ply-
mouth, will be held at a later date at St. John
Episcopal Church in Plymouth.

Mr. Dale was born March 8, 1916 in Miami, Fla.
and died Jan. 17 in Livonia. He was a Professor
Emeritus of Music at Connecticut College. Mr.
Dale lived in Plymouth the last three years.

He earned a BA Degree from the University of
Florida with majors in English and history. While
the university didn't offer music at that time, Mr.
Dale gave many recitals and accompanied the
choir on tour.

He was an officer in the Army during World War
I and was stationed in India.

Returning from the Army, he earned graduate
degrees in Music at Yale University and earned
the Oliver Ditson Fellowship.

Beginning in the 19508, he performed piano
recitals in London and New York, before accepting
the faculty position at Connecticut College.

Survivors include his wife, Claire Dale of Ply-
mouth: daughter, Karen Louise (Rick) Dustman of
Frazier Park, Calif.; daughter, Leslie R. (Tom)
Morrison of Plymouth; daughter, Monica Annette
(Michael) Pantano of Alexandria, Va.; and daugh-
ter Melissa Sydney Dale of Pasadena, Calif.;
brother Frank Dale of Miami, Fla.; sister, Dorothy
Mott of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.; granddaughters, Jes-
sica Morrison and Hilary D. Johnson; and grand-
sons, Jonathan Morrison and James Morrison.

Arrangements made by Vermeulen Funeral
Home in Plymouth.

DAVID JAMES WAGNER

Services for David James Wagner, 57, of
Belleville will be held Feb. 12 at St. Thomas
a’Becket Catholic Church with the Rev. C. Richard
Kelly officiating.

Mr. Wagner was born Jan. 1, 1944 in Belleville
and died Jan. 14 in Wayne. He was a resident of
Canton. Mr. Wagner worked in the Customs
Department for Ford Motor Company.

Survivors include his wife, Judith Wagner; son,
Kevin Wagner; daughter, Mary (Adam) Kline; sis-
ters Betty Berent and Barbara Benz; and two
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be made to St.
Thomas a'Becket Building Fund.

Arrangements made by McCabe Funeral Home.

_ Got an Interesting story to tell? Tell it to
" Tony Bruscato and YOUR hometown
- newspaper at (734) 459-2700

Starting Mon., January 15 thru Wednesday, January 31, 2001
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Serving Members From Our New Plymouth Main Office

Michigan Educational Credit Union’s

new Main Office in Plymouth is open for

business! We look forward to serving

members from our new state-of-the-art .

facility, located at 9200 Haggerty Road.
just south of Ann Arbor Road. west of

Educational Credit Union (MECU !, we

financial services, with some of the best savings and loan rates m the
area. Founded in 1942, MECU is a non-profit tinancial cooperativ
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Lawmakers are likely to get their pay raises

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

Resolutions to reject pay raises
for state officers were quickly
introduced in both chambers,
from both ends of the political
spectrum, when the Michigan
Legislature reconvened in Lans-
ing Wednesday, Jan. 10.

But most lawmakers believe
resolutions to toss out the 36-
percent wage hikes will not be
passed.

“They’ve been fairly quiet,”
Sen. Gary Peters, D-Bloomfield,
said of his senate colleagues’
reaction to his resolution to
block the raises.

“What that typically means is
that they aren’t interested in
having a vote. The House proba-
bly will vote and will probably
pass it. The House will probably
pass it unanimously. They can
have a high level of confidence
that the senate will not take a
vote, so they can afford to pass it
unanimously,” Peters said.

That matches House members’
predictions of how the issue will
go. Newly elected House Speaker
Rick Johnson, R-LeRoy, has
promised that there will be a

vote in his chamber on the ques-
tion of raises. But even if the res-
olution passes, representatives
expect senators will not act
before the Feb. 1 deadline.
Absent a vote to reject, those
increases will automatically go
into effect.

According to the state consti-
tution, pay rates for state offi-
cers are to be set by a seven-
member State Officers Compen-
sation Commission. Rates deter-
mined by the SOCC automatical-
ly take effect unless lawmakers
vote to reject them. Lawmakers
have set a Feb. 1 deadline for the
rejection vote.

This past December, the SOCC
recommended large pay increas-
es tor state officers, including a
36-percent jump for senators and
representatives. Lawmakers’
salaries would jump from $
56,931 to $77,400 this year. They
would jump again to $79,650 in
2002. Legislators would also get
a $2.000 boost in their expense
accounts, taking them to
$12,000, this year.

The SOCC also recommended
a 14-percent salary hike for the
governor, taking him to
$172,000; 19 percent more for

John McElroy

AUTOMOTIVE JOURNALIST AND ANALYST

Anticipating the Next Curve:
Higher Education and the Automotive Industry
Wednesday, January 24, 2001 = 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

\aP‘\N REN

UNIVERSITY

TeconmpLREICAL €

Science Building - Auditorium
John McElroy has five daily radio reports on WWJ 950-AM and two television programs

on Detroit Public Television.

the lieutenant governor, moving
him to $120,400; and 13 percent
more for Justices of the Supreme
Court, taking them to $159,960.
Because other judge’s salaries, in
the lower courts, are based on a
percentage of the justices’
income, the pay hike does not
come cheap.

Peters said the House Fiscal
Agency has estimated the total
cost of the SOCC recommenda-
tions to the state will be $8 mil-
licn the first year, and another
$5 million in the second year.

Peters introduced the pay
rejection resolution in the senate
Wednesday. Johnson and Minor-
ity Leader Kwame Kilpatrick, D-
Detroit, introduced their resolu-
tion to reject the pay raises in a
bipartisan fashion in the House
the same day.

Speaker Johnson explained
the resolution was introduced
because he had heard the desire
for a vote rejecting the raises
from many in his caucus. He
said he jointly introduced the
resolution as part of his effort for
a bipartisan approach to law-
making in the coming session,

In his resolution in the senate,
Peters also called for a change to

Advance tickets $20. (925 at the door.) Call 248.204.2308 or 1.800.CALL.LTU, ext. 4.

COLLEGE OF MANAMGEMENE DEGREE PROGRANMS OFLEFRED DAYS EVENINGS AND WL READS.

- Loans That Steer You

the rate setting system, asking it
be changed to require an affir-
mative vote from lawmakers if
they were to take any increase
over a cost of living adjustment.
“The commission unfortunate-
ly recommended, what I believe,
is an excessive pay increase for
state elected officials,” he said.
“In a time when most Michigan
citizens and state employees are
at best only receiving a cost of
living adjustments to their pay, |
believe that these increases are
unwarranted and cannot be jus-
tified. I know many of you here
in this chamber don’t agree with
my assessment, and that many
of you fully support the salary
increases. You are certainly enti-
tled to that opinion. All I ask is
that we are allowed to have our
opinion recorded in a vote.”
Peters noted that senate

staffers received a 3-percent pay
adjustment this year. Other
state employees averaged
increases of about 2 percent for
the year, he said. And the aver-
age pay hikes given to Michigan
residents by their employers was
only 3 to 4 percent, he contend-
ed.

Sen. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, argued that “the real
record regarding any pay raise,
whatever we do on this floor, will
be what the members who
receive it do with it, whether
they give it back or whether they
keep it; regardless of the vote
that occurs on this floor.”

Peters has promised to give
any increase he receives, beyond
a cost of living adjustment, to
charity. But if the raises are
granted and not taken, as
McCotter suggested, it will be

impossible for the public to know
which lawmakers took their
increases and which turned
them back or donated them to
charities, Peters argued.

If it all sounds disingenuous,
Peters would agree. He said the
system as it is set up currently
allows lawmakers to claim to be
against pay hikes even while
they are likely to receive the
additional money. The system
reduces accountability, he
argued.

Rep. Clark Bisbee, R-Jackson,
is also proposing changes to the
compensation system. He has
promised to place a question on
the ballot to amend the constitu-
tion to require an affirmative
vote by lawmakers before they
can take a pay hike.

FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR

Find Out How to Transfer Your Estate to Your Family
Quickly and Privately—-Without Probate Fees

LIVONIA
Tuesday, January 23, 2001
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Livonia
Civic Center Library
32777 Fave Mile Rd.
(South side of Five Mile
and East of Farmingron}
Refrechments will be terved

REDFORD
Wednesday, January 24, 2001
200 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Redford Districe
Public Library
15150 Norborne
(Beech Daly and
Five Mile)
Refreshments will be 1erved

ATTEND ONE OF THESE SEMINARS AND YOU'LL RECEIVE A FREE, ONE-HOUR, PRIVATE CONSULTATION 1O
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU HAVE ABOUT SETTING UP YOUR PERSONAL LIVING TRUST ($200 VALUE)

WESTLAND
Tuesdsy, January 30, 2001
10:00 am.-11:30 am.
Melvin Bailey
Recreation Center
36651 Ford Rd.
{Between Nev burgh and

Wayne Rd.)
Refreshments will be sered

DEARBORN
Wednesday, January 31, 2001
2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn-
Fairlane
5801 Sourhfield Service Dr.
{On corner of Southfiekd
and Ford Rd)
Refrechments uidl be served

DEARBORN HTS.
Thursday, Februany 1, 2001
700 p.m.-8:30 pm
Canfield
Community Center
1801 N Beech Daly
(Betweer Cherry Hill
and Ford Rd 1
Refreshments uwill be served

2 Your estate will transfer guickly to
your family upon your death,
without the expense of probate.

* Your estate may go through probate,
which could take months or eren
years, and probate fees could be
substantial.

e If you're married and your estate 1s
worth less than $1.35 million, there
may be no federal estate taxes to pay.

s If you're married and your estate is
over $67 5,000 net, without proper
planning your family may owe
federal estate taxes of 37%-55%

Sponsored by: Law Office of Jeffrey R. Saunders. Attorney Jeffrev R. Saunders
speaks to area residents about living trusts and proper estate planning. Mr Saunders
has practiced law for over a decade and his practice focuses on estate planning and
¢lder law. He i1s a member of the American Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys
and the National Academy of Elder Law Artorneys — and his seminars on living trusts
are said to be “surstanding—lear—understandable.”

Seating is Limited, So Call 800-954-1717 Now!

(Phones open 24 Douri = Say you wani o make reservations for the levang tred semienar

You'll Find Out What Will Happen With a Living Trust...

 You'il aveid a conservatorship if you
become incapacitated—so your estate
will be run as you see fie

You'll Find Out What Will Happen Without a Living Trust (even if you have a will)...

¢ If you become incapacitated, or
unable to sign documents, a coure
may assign a CONSErvator to run your
estate as the curt sees fit.

Law Oftfice of

Jeffrey R. Saunders

Serving the Metrepeiiton Betrelt Arsa

nd Re-Opening!

~Gas

sl

Canton & Taylor. M|

OPEN 24 HOURS

in the Right Direction.

Get bareaining strength with a pre-approved: -
auto loan from Dearborn ederal Credit Union.

Special Price on Unleaded
Regular Fuel Monday,
Jan. 22, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

at Canton Center & Taylor gas stations anly.
Buying a new car? Turn to Dearborn Federal
Credit Union. We'll arrange financing before
you shop, so you can purchase the vehicle you
desire. Dearborn Federal Credit Union will put
you on the road wath our pre-approved auto loan. s

Affordable

» Low fixed or variable rates
s Terms up to 72 months

* No pre-payment penalties

REGISTER TO WIN!

FREE
GASOLINE!

- $100 or $1_25 worth -

Drawing sl be S feday Sasuar,
® 0 00 06 0 0 0 & 000 ° 90

plus
deposit

Coca-Cola Products
2 liter. Assorted flavors. Limit 2 total.

23

or

59°

Any Size
Fountain Pop

for' 1
Reese’s

Peanut Butter Cup
150z

Coca-Cola Products
12 pk./12 oz cans
Assorted flavors. Limit 2 total

79....

7 Up Products
2 liter. Limit 2.

99

plus deposit
7 Up Products
12 pk./12 0z cans
Assorted flavors Limit 2

fzors1 plus deposit

Stewart's
Soda

16 0z Assorted flavors

165

Doritos
145 07 bag
Assorted tlavors

150

Jay's Big
Potato Chips
132502 by
Assorted Havors

plus
deposit
Convenient Repayment Options

* Automatic payroli deduction
s Account transfers
¢ HomeBranch, 24 hr telephone service

Easy to Apply

» No application fees

* Up to 100% financing

s Apply online or by phone, 24 hours a day

Prices good only at locations listed
| Monday. January 22 thru
Sunday. January 28, 2001.

DETROIT AREA

Corn Dog or HaHes N

Hot Dog &
22 oz. Fountain Pop

25°

16 or 20 o=x.
Coffee

49°

Frozen Coke
16 oz. Beverage
with PFuel Fill-Up

6 gallon mintmum

At Dearborr Federal Credit Union, you can get
the financing you need for the car you want,
without the hassle

Call 888-336-2700 to find out how to join

MEIJER

STATION

DEARBORN

Federal Credit Union

Striving to make everything we are
...everything you need.

www.dfcu.org
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Stingray road trip

Talk about connections . . .

The Plymouth-Canton Hockey
Association Stingrays under-12 girls
team, thanks to some connections
through one of their coaches, were
able to attend a mini-camp at Ohio
State last weekend (Jan. 12-14).

Their weekend-long schedule
included attending a pair of OSU-vs.-
Michigan men’s hockey games (Friday
and Saturday), and also seeing an
OSU women’s game against Bemidji
State last Saturday afternoon.

Also included in the weskend-long
affair were on-ice workouts at the
0OSU arena, classroom sessions, a tour
of the campus and a chance to meet
the players and coaches after the
women’'s game. Then came a visit
with the Columbus Blue Jackets NHL
team and a 15-minute instructional
session with Kevin Dineen, as well as
a tour of their facility.

Team members are Ashley Aiken,
Kelli Bargowski, Tara Bolliard, Katie
Chowenski, Sarah Chowanski, Aman-
da Damrath, Amanda Davenport, Jes-
sica Estildsen, Kristine Lince, Lynn
Loechli, Nikki Potter, Chelsea
Reynolds, Sarah Skonieczny, Andrea
Slusser, Nikki Songer and Brittany
Zeches.

NAHL all-stars

The North American Hockey
League has announced its all-stars for
the upcoming game, which will be at
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 3 at the U.S.
Ice Sports Complex in St. Louis.

Included in the festivities will be an
all-star skill competition on the Fri-
day before the game. The East Divi-
sion stars will go against the West
Division stars in both the skill compe-
tition and the game.

The Soo Kewadin Casino Indians
led the East Division with eight selec-
tions; the Compuware Ambassadors
and the USA National Team were
second with four picks each.

Chosen to the starting lineup from
Compuware (based in Plymouth) was
defenseman Andy Greene.

Other Ambassadors chosen as
reserves to the team were forwards
Ryan Lessnau and Mike Walsh and
defenseman Steve Burgess.

Two local players chosen to the
West Division team were Chris Con-
ner, a forward for Chicago from West-
land. and forward Keith Rowe, a for-
ward for Danville from Livonia.

Danville’'s John Mervis will coach
the West Division stars, assisted by
Mark Frankenfeld of Texas; Joe
Shawhan of Soo Kewadin will coach
the East Division stars, assisted by
Compuware's Todd Watson.

L.ast weekend, the Ambassadors
improved to 20-11-2 with 4-1 victories
over the St. Louis Sting Saturday and
the USA National Team Sunday.
Chad Davis turned aside 24 of 25 St.
Louis shots in earning that win; Jeff
Lantz got the victory over the USA
Nationals with 22 stops.

D.J. Vogt had a goal and an assist
in the win over the Sting: other goals
came from Luke Wright, Frank
Rediker and Steve Brudzewski. Mike
Walsh had two goals and an assist
against USA, with Andy Greene and
Joshua Griffith also scoring.

Compuware is secend in the East
Division with 42 points, behind Soo
Kewadin (60 points).

College noteworthies

8 The Central Michigan University
men's track team opened its indoor
season by hosting the Chippewas
Open Jan. 12 at the Jack Skoog
Indoor Track. The Chips dominated
the non-scoring event with 11 firsts,
including one by Plymouth Salem
graduate lan Searcy, who captured
the 600-meter run in 1:21.00.

B Albion College's women’s basket-
ball team has several players with
local connections who are trying to
turn the program around.

Among them: Stacey Supanich, a 5-
foot-11 swing person and a Livonia
Churchill graduate who is averaging
5.3 points and 2.5 rebounds per game;
Laurel Weinman, a 5-9 senior guard
from Plymouth Salem who's averag-
ing 4.4 points and 3.4 rebounds;
Christine Philips. a 6-1 sophomore
center from Plymouth Salem who's
averaging 4.0 points and 4.5 rebounds
a game; Meagan Madej, a 6-foot
junior forward from Garden City
(Dearborn Divine Child HS) who's
averaging 5.0 pointe and 6.0
rebounds; and LaZandra White, a 5-6
junior guard from Redford Bishop
Borgess who's averaging 2.3 points.

Unfortunately, the Britons are
struggling with a 1-14 overall record,
0-5 in the Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association.

hometown:newspapers het

Plymouth District Library
223 S. Main Street
Plymouth, Mich. 48170 1

SPORTS & RECREATION
Western’s 2nd-half rally tops Chiefs

It was simply a matter of who want-
ed it more, when the win was on the
line. In Friday’s Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association game at Plymouth
Canton, that proved to be the visitors,
Walled Lake Western.

The Chiefs allowed a three-point
halftime lead to slip away, after which
they could never regain the momentum

It’s not like their opponents are that much
better. More to the point, both Plymouth
Canton’s and Plymouth Salem’s basketball
teams are finding a way to lose when the
game’s on the line.

in losing their first league game, 51-44
to Western.

Canton is 3-6 overall, 2-1 in the
WLAA. The Warriors are 5-4 overall, 2-
1 in the conference.

“We obviously didn’t play very well,”
said Canton coach Jeremy Rheault.
“We didn’t execute very well. We could-
n’t convert on their turnovers and
made way too many of our own.

“Rebounding kept us in the game,
but we couldn’t put any of the offensive
boards in. Western finished (its) shots,
they got the loose balls.”

The Chiefs opened up a 9-5 lead after
one quarter and led 15-12 at halftime.
They increased their offensive output
in the second half, scoring 29 points;
unfortunately, the Warriors did the
same, putting 39 points on the board.

Western led 30-27 after three peri-
ods. Bryan Verdun's 14 points was best
for the Warriors; Chris Eagle added
nine.

Canton got 13 points from Oliver
Wolcott, seven and 10 rebounds from
Jerry Gaines, and seven from Nick

Staying near the top

4

Shooting well is the key to winning a
basketball game — or at least one key,
as last Wednesday’s Madonna Univer-
sity-vs.-Spring Arbor women’s game
proved.

The Cougars outshot the host Cru-
saders, converting 31-0f-66 from the
floor (47 percent) compared to Madon-
na’s 25-0f-78 (32.1 percent). But Spring
Arbor didn't outscore their opponents,
losing 79-72.

The win evened Madonna's record at
9-9; the Crusaders are 4-1 in the
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference.
Spring Arbor is 10-11 overall, 1-4 in
the WHAC.

Two factors offset the Cougars’ con-
siderable advantage in shooting accu-
racy: First, Madonna had a significant
rebounding edge — 57-37, including a
30-10 margin on the offensive boards
— and second, the Crusaders shot 21
more free throws.

It was an up-and-down game most of
the way. Spring Arbor scored the first
11 points before, with 6:30 elapsed,
Madonna scored its first basket.

)

W epMdonn in WAC race

B _COLLEGE HOOPS

The Crusaders did manage to turn it
up a notch and led 36-35 at halftime.
From their they increased their pres-
sure and led by as many as 12 in the
second half before the Cougars rallied
to tie it at 61-all with 6:49 left.

The game remained close until, with
3:14 remaining, freshman Mahogany
Fletcher (from Farmington Harrison)
nailed a three-pointer to put Madonna
up 69-66. The Crusaders never again
surrendered the lead.

The Crusaders’ persistence paid divi-
dends, particularly on the boards; two
of them reached deuble-figures in
rebounding and a third had eight.

Kathy Panganis led Madonna with
23 points; she also had 10 rebounds
and three steals. Panganis converted
10-0f-20 shots from the floor; the only
other Crusader to hit 50 percent of her
shots or better was Lori Enfield (3-for-
3, 10 points and two blocks).

Fletcher finished with 14 points,

A theft for 2:
Madonna’s
Mahogany
Fletcher
(white jersey)
takes flight
after making
a steal
against
Spring Arbor
Wednesday.
This was one
of Fletcher’s
six steals,
which helped
keep the
Cougars off-
balance and
also helped
Fletcher score
14 points.

STAFF PHOTO BY
PAUL HURSCHMANN

eight boards and six steals, and Kristi
Fiorenzi (Plymouth Canton} had 13
points, 10 rebounds and three steals.

For Spring Arbor, Krjstin Dankert
led with 17 points, six rebounds and
four steals. Portia Reilly added 16
points and three steals, Michelle Rob-
son had 12 points and Megan Vore con-
tributed 10 points.

SC 87, Delta 83: Thus far, everything
is breaking just right for Schoolcraft
College.

For the second-straight Wednesday,
the Lady Ocelots faced one of the other
contenders for the Michigan Communi-
ty College Athletic Association’s East-
ern Conference title. Last week. they
battled back to beat defending league
champ Flint Mott; last Wednesday,
they took on Delta CC, the conference
runner-up to Mott last season.

One key factor favoring the Ocelots
was that both games were played at
SC. And that proved beneficial indeed,
since SC rallied in the second half to

Please see COLLEGE HOOP, B3

Gymnastics B3
Recreation B8

Cabauatan.

W.L. Central 60, Salem 80: Get the
team with the best record in the WLAA
going against the team with the worst,
and the expectations are usually
spelled b-1-0-w-o0-u-t. But that wasn’t
the case Friday when Plymouth Salem,
with just one win in eight previous
games, played at Walled Lake Central,
unbeaten in eight games.

Even the Vikings didn't believe it
would be easy — and there expecta-
tions were accurate. With three min-
utes left to play, the Rocks had nar-

Please see BASKETBALL, B3

'ROCKERS SOCCER

Callahan lifts
Rockers over
Baltimore

A nine-point third quarter — .
scored on three three-pointers — -
put the Detroit Rockers ahead of -
the favored Baltimore Blast Fri-
day at Plymouth’s Compuware
Arena.

A strong, consistent defensive
effort throughout the game kept
them there.

The end result was a 14-10
Rockers' victory, their third of the
season against 16 defeats. The
Blast fell to 12-6 in the NPSL.

Droo Callahan provided the
offensive punch for the Rockers.
His first three-pointer, scored
4:44 into the third quarter, broke
a 4-4 tie and put the Rockers
ahead to stay, 7-4. Martin Nash
assisted.

Paul Dailly doubled Detroit's
lead, much to the pleasure of the
3,156 announced fans, scoring
another three-pointer at the mid-
point (7:19 left) of the third quar-
ter. That made it 10-4 in the
Rockers’ favor. g

The Blast rallied with a two-
point goal by Danny Santoro just
11 seconds after Dailly's score,
narrowing the gap to 10-6.

But Callahan came through
again, nailing a second three-
pointer (giving him a game-high
six points) with 2:51 remaining.

Denison Cabral kept the Blast
¢lose, scoring a pair of two-point-
ers in the fourth quarter. But
Dailly's shoot-out goal allowed
the Rockers to stay in control. ;

The Rockers had the early lead,
getting first-quarter goals from
Martin Dugas and Joel Shanker.
Alan Placek assisted on Dugas’ .
goal; Dailly assisted on
Shenker’s.

The Blast got on the board with
4:06 left in the first period on a
two-pointer by Lee Tschantret.
They tied it at 4-all on Tarik
Walker's goal with 3:37 left in the
half.

Placek earned the victory in
goal, making 17 saves while
allowing just five two-point goals.

Scott Hileman took the loss in
the net for the Blast; he had 20
stops.

The Rockers will try to make it
two wins in a row when they play
the Attack in Kansas City at 6:05
p.m. tonight.

Chiefs aim at Western Division crown

Plymouth Canton didn’t start real
well, but the Chiefs certainly finished
that way in their Western Lakes Activ-
ities Association Western Division dual
meet at Livonia Churchill Thursday.

The Chiefs trailed for half the meet
before taking command in the last four
matches, two of them Charger voids, to
post a 45-19 victory.

The win raised Canton’s dual-meet
record to 12-3 overall, 5-0 in the
WLAA.

“They (Churchill) looked good and
should be a hard team to beat in a year
or two,” said Canton coach John Dem-
sick. “Though the meet was not really
in question, we looked a little dull as a
whole. We are a strong team and capa-
ble of more.”

The Chiefs had only three wrestlers
win by pin: Greg Musser at 140
pounds, in 54 seconds over Churchill’s
Don Gaffke; Joe Faraoni at 152, in 5:33
over Robert Freeman; and Phil Roth-
well at 189, in 1:32 over Alex Murray.

Scott McKee (171) and Derek
McWatt (275) were winners on Charger
voids.

Other Canton victors were Kyle Pitt

L WRESTLING

at 119, in a 3-1decision over Brian
Clement; Doy Demsick at 125, a 3-0
decision over Steve Lenhardt; Chris
Hosey at 135, a 6-0 decision over Lev
Mergian; Mike Siegrist at 145, a 12-10
decision over Ben Shepis; and Ozzie
Wagner over Tom Vandenbossche at
215.

“Qur guys were pleased, but they
know this also,” said Demsick. “We
wrestled good, but not up to our poten-
tial. We have more we can do as a
team. Nonetheless, I'm still very proud
of each and every one of them.”

This is a big week for Canton’s
wrestlers. On Thursday, they host
Northville at 6:30 p.m. in a dual meet
that should decide the WLAA's West-
ern Division title.

“We haven't won a division title since
about 1987,” said Demsick.

Next Saturday, Churchill will be the
host for the annual Observerland Tour-
nament, featuring all the wrestling
teams from the coverage

C.). Risak. Editor 737 95" 2108

e e
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Teking command: Canton’s Doy Demsick (on top) took control in
his match against Churchill’s Steve Lenhardt, which he won 3-0.

area. Canton should be among the
favorites, tcgothar with Livonia

-
AmYWVELIVIVE,

Stevenson and Redford Catholic Cens
tral. CC is the defending champion.

cjris.ak«@ oe hrmecomim.net
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Suspensions follow SC fight

A fracas late in the game marred a 111-79
triumph by the Schoolcraft College men’s
basketball team Wednesday night against
visiting Delta.

Officials stopped play with 1:10 remaining
when a scuffle broke out on the floor.

Two Schoolcraft players were involved in
the fracas, and the punishment handed out
by Schoolcraft coach Carlos Briggs was swift
and severe.

Reserve center Dwayne Holmes has been
suspended for the season. while reserve for-
ward Keanan Weir will sit out two games.

Suspensions are also pending for the Delta
players involved in the fight.

As far as the game was concerned, School-
craft overcame a sluggish start to improve
its overall record to 14-2 and 4-1 in the East-
ern Conference of the Michigan Community
College Athletic Association.

Schoolcraft point-guard Dave McGlown
finished with a season-high 20 points, while
Sam Hoskin (Redford Bishop Borgess) added

19 off the bench.

Others in double figures for the Ocelots
included Nick Eveola and Javon Clark, 17
each; Weir, 16; and Emir Medunjanin (North
Farmington), 11.

Schoolcraft trailed 33-29 at one stage of
the opening half, but went on a 27-7 run to
close out of the half to take a 56-40 lead.

Deilta, which slipped to 2-13 overall and 1-
4 in the conference, got a game-high 25
points from Charles Underwood.

Richard Garcia and Betrand Hawkins each
added 13.

Spring Arbor 77, Madonna 64: Madonna
University simply could not sustain a strong
first half, during which it built an eight-
point lead Wednesday at Spring Arbor.

The Crusaders’ shooting was red-hot in the
opening half; they converted 17-of-24 from

the floor (70.8 percent) compared to the
Cougars’ 12-0f-34 (35.3 percent).

Those numbers were reversed in the sec-
ond half, with Madonna making 9-0f-25 (36
percent) while Spring Arbor was hitting 15-
of-24 (62.5 percent).

In other areas, the Cougars were superior.
They outrebounded Madonna 33-26, hit more
three-pointers (8-0f-20, 40 percent compared
to 5-0f-13, 38.5 percent) and had more
turnovers (21 to 15).

The loss left the Crusaders at 6-14 overall,
2-3 in the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Con-
ference. Spring Arbor is 7-15 overall, 2-3 in
the WHAC.

Mike Massey paced Madonna with 20
points; he also had four assists and three
steals. Aaron Cox contributed 15 points, five
rebounds and two steals, and Narvin Russaw
had 13 points and seven boards.

The Cougars were led by Rob Salisbury
with 21 points. Jesse Whintly had 16 points
and Jeff Storrs had 11.

1

PREP BOYS BASKETBALL
Monday, Jan. 22
Ann Arbor Rudolf Steiner at Huron Valley
Lutheran, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 23
Franklin at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Walled Lake Western at John Glenn, 7 p.m
Churchill at Salem. 7 p.m.
Canton at N. Farmington. 7 p.m.
Harrison at Walled Lake Central. 7 p.m.
Northville at Farmington, 7 p.m.
Wayne at Belleville, 7 p.m.
Garden City at Southgate, 7 p.m.
Thurston at Annapolis. 7 p.m.
Piy. Agape Christian vs. Life Summit at
Wayne Memorial. 7 p.m.
Bethesda Christian at Huron Valley Luther
an, 7 pm.
Ply. Christian at Taylor Baptist Park, 7
p.m.
Bishop Borgess at Orchard Lake St.
Mary's. 7:30 p.m.

St. Agatha at St. Alpnonsus, 7:30 p.m.
Redford CC at Brother Rice, 7:30 p.m.
Lutheran East at Lutheran Westland, 7:30

p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 24
Clarenceville at Cranbrook, 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 25
2oe Christian at Ply. Agape Chnistian. 8

pm
Friday, Jan. 28
Harper Woods at Clarencevitle, 7 p.m.
Stevenson at N. Farmington, 7 p.m
Churchill at Franklin, 7 p.m
Johr Glenn at Salem. 7 p.n
Canton at Northwilte, 7 p.m
Farmington at Walied Lake Central, 7 p.m

SHOW HOURS
Fri. 4pm-10pm
Sat. 10am-9pm
Sun. 11am-5pm

Harrison at Walled Lake Western, 7 p.m.
Wayne at Romulus, 7 p.m.
Lincoln Park at Garden City, 7 p.m.
Southgate at Redford Union, 7 p.m.
Melvindale at Thurston, 7 p.m.
Bishop Borgess at Pontiac ND Prep. 7:30

A p.m.
St. Agatha at Wyandotte Mt. Carmel, 7:30
p.m.
Redford CC at Harper Wds. Notre Dame,
7:30 p.m.
Zoe Chastian at Huron Valley Lutheran,
7:30 p.m.

Cranbrook at Lutheran Westland, 7:30 p.m.

Greater Life Academy vs. Ply. Agape Chns-
tian at Wayne Memcrial, 8 p.m.
Southfield Christian at Ply. Christian, 8 p.n
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Monday, Jan. 22
Ann Arbor Rudolf Steiner at Huron Valley
Lutherar, 5 p.m.

Churchill at N. Farmington, 6:30 p.m.
John Glenn at Franklin, 7 p.m
Walled Lake Western at Stevenson. 7 p.m
Canton at Walled Lake Centrai, 7 p.m.
Northwille at Canton, 7 p.m
Wayne at Belleviile, 7 p.m.
Thurston at Ypsilanti. 7 p.m.

Det. Benedictine at St. Agatha. 7 p.m.
Bichop Borgess at Det. DePorres, 7 p.m.

Ply. Agape Christian at Taylor Baptist Park.

7 p.m.
Alien Park at Garden City, 7 pm
Tuesdsy, Jan. 23 .
Piy. Agape Chnstian vs. Life Summit at
Wayne Memorial. 5:30 p.m.
Ladywood at Mercy, 6:30 p m
John Glenn at Salem, 6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY
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QOakland Chnistian at Ply. Christuan, 7 p.m

Huron Yalley Lutheran at Zoe Christian, 7
p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 24

Lutheran Westland at Country Day. 6:30

p.m.
Farmington at Churchitl, 6:30 p.m.
Stevenson at Canton, 7 p.m.

N. Farmingtlon at Walled Lake Western, 7
p.m.

Wayne at Southgate, 7 p.m.
Ypsilanti at Garden City, 7 p.m.
Belleviille at Redford Union. 7:30 p.m.
Thuesday, Jan. 25
Clarencevilie at Lutheran East, 6:30 p.m.
Macomb Chnistian at Huron Valley Luther-

an, 6:30 p.m
Ladywood at Marnan, 6:30 pm
Regina at Mercy, 6:30 p.m
St. Agatha at St. Alphonsus, 7 p.m.
Det. Urban Lutheran at Bishop Borgess. 7
p.m.
Allen Park Inter-City Baptist 'al Ply. Chris-
tian. 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26
Greater Life Academy vs Ply. Agape Chns
tian at Wayne Memonal. 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27
Ladywood at Ladywood Invitational. 8 a.m
Mercy at East Kentwood Invitational, 9
a.m.

Clarencewville at Our Lady of the Lakes Four-

ney, 8 am
Lutheran Westland at Wocdhaven Tourney,
9am
John Glenn at South Lyon Invitational. 8
a.m

Thurston, Canton at Clarkston Touiney, 9

pm.
PREP HOCKEY
Wednesday, Jan. 24
Ladywood vs. Bloomfield at Arctic Pond, 6
p.m.

Canton vs. Churchiil at Edgar Arena, 6 p.m.

Redford CC at Clarkston, 7 p.m.
Troy at Farmingten, 7:30 p.m.
Salem vs. Franklin at Edgar Arena, 8 p.m.
Stevenson at Northville, 8 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26
Farmington vs. Stevenson at Edgar Arena,

6 p.m.
Canton at Nowvi, 6 p.m.
Salem at Wailed Lake Central. 8:20 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27
Franklin vs. Walled Lake Western at Lake-
land Arena, 2:20 p.m.
Ladywood vs. Bloomfield at Det. Skating
Club. 7:30 p.m.
Redford CC vs. Grosse Pte. North at Red-
ford Arena, 8 p.m.
Redford Unified at Dearborn, 8:15 p.m.
GIRLS GYMNASTICS
Monday, Jan. 23
Salem at Livonia Unified, 7 p.m.
Hartiand at John Glenn, 7 p.un
Walled Lake at Canton, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27
Canton at Farmington Invitationa!, TBA
PREP WRESTLING
Wednesday, Jan. 24
Cranbrook at Clarenceville, 5:30 p.m
Hamtramck, Lutheran North at Lutheran
Westland, 6 pm
Thursday, Jan. 25
Iinkster at Redford Union, 6 p.m
Dearborn, Thurston at Annapolis, 6 p.m.
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Northvilie at Canton, 6:30 p.m. MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL :
Melvindale at Wayne, 6:30 p.m Monday, Jan. 22 : 200-
Edsel Ford at Garden City, 6:30 p.m. Schoolcraft at Macomb CC, 7:30 p.m. s Lynn, M
Ssturday, Jan. 27 Wednesday, Jan. 24 it Dave Ci
Redford CC, Clarenceville, Lutheran West- Aquinas at Madonna, 7 p.m. i 200~
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Glenn, Wayne, Garden City, Redford Union. Cornerstone at Madonna, 3 p.m. _ 200-
Thursten, Canton, Salem at Observeriand Invi- Schooicraft at St. Clair Co. CC, 3 pm. Shelton
tational, Livonia Churchill, 9 a.m. WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL i BO-y1
BOYS SWIMMING Monday, Jan. 22 4 23.64.
Tuesday, Jan. 23 Schoolcraft at Macomb CC, 5:30 p.m. Divin
Trenton at Garden City, 4 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 24 4 points.
John Glenn at South Lyon, 6 p.m. Madonna at Aquinas, 7 p.m. £ 100
Wayne at Edsel Ford, 6:30 p.m Saturday, Jan. 27 1:00.42
Churchill at Dearborn, 7 p.m. Madonna at Cornerstone, 1 p.m. ¥ 100-
Ypsilanti at Frankiin, 7 p.m. Schoolcraft at St. Clair Co. CC, 3 p.m. 52.40.
Stevenson at Canton, 7 p.m. ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE $00-
Redford Union at River Rouge. 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2€
Lincoin Park at Thurstor, 7 o.m. Whalers at Guelph. 7:30 p.m. =
Thursday, Jan. 28 Saturday, Jan. 27 L S :
Garden City at Taylor Truman. 4 p.m. Whalers at Windsor, 6 p.m. mm—
Walled Lake Ceniral at John Glenn, 6 p.m NATIONAL PRO SOCCER LEAGQUE Followin
Canton at Churchill, 7 p.m Thursday, Jan. 28 swie il
Franklin at Walled Lake Western, 7 p.m Det Rockers at Toronto, 7:35 p.m ¢
Stevenson at Saiem. 7 p.m Friday, Jan. 28 : (13459
Wyandotte at Wayne, 7 pm Toronto vs. Det. Rockers at Compuware. = of emiall
Thurston at Redford Urion. 7 p.m 7.35pm .
Saturday, lan. 27 Sunday, Jan. 28 -
Grosse Pte. South vs. Redford CC at Red Buftalo vs. Det. Rockers at The Palace, 3 (otam
ford Union, 2 p.m. 205pm i
Salem at Ann Arhar Ploneer 100! 5 Y
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Salem wins again

For the second-straight meet,
Plymouth Salem’s gymnastics
team scored better than 140.
And that is something to smile
about.

“It was a good day,” said
Salem coach Melissa Hopson
after her team’s 140.25-133.20
win over Walled Lake Thursday
at Plymouth Canton. “It’s nice to
see them keep going up.”

And that is precisely the direc-
tion the Rocks are headed. The
all-around scores posted by
Bethany Bartlett, Melissa Drake
and April Aquinto were all solid,
and several other gymnasts
achieved qualifying scores.

Bartlett was first in three indi-
vidual events: the vault (9.0), the
balance beam (8.75) and the
uneven parallel bars (9.45); she

PLYMOUTH SALEM 128
HARRISON/FARMINGTON B9
Thursday st Farmington HS

Yeam dual-meet records: Salem 3-1
overall, 2-0 in the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association.

Event winners

200-yard mediey relay: Salem (Eric
Lynn, Matt Showalter, Kevin Schopieray,
Dave Carson), 1:49.28.

200-yard fresstyle: Ben Dzialo (PS),
1:52.65,

200-yard Individual mediey: Aaron
Shelton (PS), 2:09.83.

B0-yaed freestyle: Mike Johnson (PS),
23.64.

Diving: Greg Kubitski {(PS). 197.50
points.

100-yard butterfty: Mike Horgan (PS),
1:00.42.

100-yard fresstyls: Jim Ross (PS),
52.40.

500-yard freestyle: Brian Mertens

Following are the best Observeriand boys
swim times and diving scores. Coaches
should report updetes to Dan O'Mears by fax
(734-591-7279). telephone (734-953-2141)
or email (dcomeara@®oe.homecomm.net).

200-YARD MEDLEY RELAY
{otate euts: A — 1:43.09, B — 1:40.90)
Plymouth Salem 1:42.63

Redford Catholic Central 1:44.09
Livonia Stevenson 1:45.48
North Farmington 1:46.26
Plymouth Canton 1:48.79

200-YARD FREESTVLE
{state cuts: A — 1:49.39, B — 1:88.89)

Joe Bublitz (Stevenson) 1:47.03
Eric Lynn (Salem) 1:4B.19
Brett Meconis (Redford CC) 1:48.84
Nick Markou (Redford CC) 1:49.46
Ben Dzialo (Salem) 1:52.65
Matt Wisniewski (Canton) 1:53.19
Jim Ross (Salem) 1:54.75
Andy Grant (Churchill) 1:55.83
Joe Le (Centon) 1:56.48
Brian Mertens (Salem) 1:57.02

200-YARD INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
{state cuts: A — 2:03.99, B —@:11.89)

Joe Bublitz (Stevenson) 1:59.32
Andrew Carlin {Redford CC) 2:06.55
Ben Dzialo (Salem) 2:07.21
Rob Cambridge (Stevenson) 2:08.76
Brad Nilson {Canton) 2:09.00
Mike Nemer (Stevenson) 2:09.04
Aaron Shelton (Salem) 2:09.83
Mike Kruszewskl (Redford CC) 2:11.48
Eric Dobkowski (Stevenson) 2:16.05
Tim Ryan (Redford CC) 2:16.68

80-YARD FREESTYLE
(state cuts: A — 22.09, 8 — 23.00)

Ed Lesnau (Redford CC) 22.04
Aaron Shelton (Salem) 22.54
Mike Johnson (Salem) 22.93
Kevin Ryan (Redford CC) 23.29
Bryant Steele (Redford CC) 23.54
Brett Meconis (Redford CC) 23.57
Mike Greis (Redford CC) 23.82
Nick Markou (Redford CC) 23.85
Ryan Ahern (Centon) 23.86
Joff Andonlen (Redford CC) 24.08

[, ]
Greg Kubitski (Selem) 352.10
Biske Brunner (Canton) 291.20
Chris McFariand (John Glenn) 254.00
Andrew Brissette (Stevenson) 194.40
Mark Moretto (Redford Union) 182.95

100-YARD BUTTERPLY

was third in the floor exercise
(9.25). Her all-around total of
36.4 was easily best in the meet.

Drake was right behind
Bartlett, placing second in all
four individual events. She
scored 8.8 in vault, 8.7 in beam,
9.1 in bars and 9.25 in floor for
an all-around total of 35.85.

April Aquinto captured the
other individual first, winning
the floor exercise with a 9.45
score. Aquinto also had an 8.5 in
both the vault and bars and an
8.05 in beam, totalling 34.5 in
the all-around.

There were several other qual-
ifying scores worth noting.

(PS)., 5:09.82.

200-yard freestyle relay: Salem (Eric
Lynn, Aaron Shelton, Ben Dzialo. Mike
Johnson), 1:31.08 (state cut).

100-yard backstroke: Kyle Chamber-
lin (H/F), 1:02.44.

100-yard bresststroke: Matt Showal-
ter (PS), 1:08.32.

400-yard freestyle relay: Salem (Eric
Lynn, Aaron Sheiton, Ben Dzialo, Mike
Johnson), 3:21.57.

PLYMOUTH CANTON 133
LIVONIA FRANKLIN 33
Thursday at Canton

Canton's dual-meet record: 3-1 over-

all, 2-1 in the WLAA,
Event winners

200-mediey relay: Canton (Trey Ger-
cak. Eddie Lindow, Jordan Champine,
Steve Van Proyen), 1:55.27.

200-yard freestyle: James Sattler
(PC), 2:13.14.

(state cuts: A — 65.50, B — 64.99)
Joe Bublitz (Stevenson) 53.51
Eric Lynn (Salem) 53.72
Adam Farber (N. Farmington) 53.89
Brett Meconis (Redford CC) 54.18
Matt Wisniewski (Canton) 55.24
Bryant Steele (Redford CC) 55.81
Ben Dzialo (Salem) 58.35
Matt Wisniewski (Canton) 56.40
Robert Cambridge (Stevenson) 58.99
Andrew Carlin (Redford CC) 59.07

100-YARD FREESTYLE

{stats cuts: A — 49.49, 8 — §1.99)
Ed Lesnau (Redford CC) 48.97
Eric Lynn (Salem) 49.18
Mike Johnson (Salem) 50.22
Asron Shelton {Salem) 50.35
Nick Markou (Redford CC) 50.97
Matt Wisniewski (Canton) 51 03

" Brett Meconis (Redford CC) 51.06

Joe Le (Canton) 51.68
Brad Nilson (Canton) 51.70
Kevin Ryan (Redford CC) 51.98

B500-YARD FREESTYLE
{otats cuts: A — 4:57.99, B — 5:18.99)

Ben Dzialo {Salem) 4:59.46
Nick Markou (Redford CC) 5:03.18
Brian Mertens (Satem) 5:07.23
Andrew Carlin (Redford CC) 5:10.03
Brad Nilson (Canton) 5:12.54
Jim Ross (Salem) 5:14.75
Matt Wisnlewskl (Canton) 5:15.05
Ryan Ahesm (Centon) 5:19.00
Mike Nemer (Stevenson) 5:22.62
Mike Horgsn (Salem) 5:24.01

200-YARD FREESTYLE RELAY
(state owts: A — 1:31.99, B — 1:30.49)

Heviing, &

( n()|i\(‘ T

Stephanie Olli had a 7.75 in
vault, 7.65 in beam and 7.C in
bars; Valerie Quigley had a 8.06
in floor and a 7.3 in beam;
Cammi Carnes had a 7.75 in
vault; Kelsey Ensor had a 7.5 in
beam and an 8.6 in floor; Ann-
marie Zielinski had an 8.15 in
vault and a 7.0 in bars;.Kara
Dendrinos had an 8.15 in vault,
7.65 in bars and 8.8 in floor;
Stacey Schmedding had an 8.3 in
vault and an 8.35 in floor; and
Ashley Heard had an 8.0 in
beam and an 8.4 in bars.

Salem goes against the first-
year Livonia Consolidated team
at 7 p.m. Monday at Livonia's
Dickinson Middle School. Ply-
mouth Canton, which was idle
last Thursday, hosts Walled
Lake at 7 p.m. Monday.

200-yard individual mediey: Brad Her-
beck (PC), 2:22.13.

S0-yard freestyle: Ryan Ahern (PC),
23.96.

Diving: Biake Brunner (PC), 189.70
points.

100-yard butterfly: Matt Wisniewski
(PC), 55.24 (state qualifier).

100-yard freestyle: Dennis Speck
{PC), 54.60.

500-yard freestyle: Brad Nilson {PC).
5:12.54.

200-yard freestyle relay: Canton
(Matt Wisniewski, Ron Opdyke, Shawn
Bernard, Bret Reidsma), 1:40.86.

100-yard backstroke: Brad Herbeck
(PC), 1:05.84.

100-yard breaststroke: Eddie Lindow
{PC), 1:06.63.

400-yard froestyle relay: Canton
(Steve Kilijanczyk, Scott Franke, Brad
Herbeck, Matt Wisniewski), 4:08.32.

Redford Catholic Central 1:30.87
Plymouth Salem 1:31.08

Livonia Stevenson 1:39.38
Piymouth Canton 1:39.74
Livonia Churchill 1:41.28

A100-YARD BACHSTRORE
(state cuts: A — 56.508, B — §8.99)

Eric Lynn (Salem) 54,71
Joe Bublitz (Stevenson) 55.00
Aaron Shelton (Salem) 57.78
Nick Markou (Redford CC) 58.31
Brad Nilson (Canton) 58.04
Brian Ciayson (N. Farmington) 59.50
Zach Felirath (Redford CC) 59.51
Mike Kruszewski (Redford CC) 1:00.10
Bryant Steele (Redford CC) 1:00.34
Garrett Stone (John Gilenn) 1:00.82

100-YARD AREASTETRONE
{otate cuts: A — 1:02.99, B — 1:07.69)

Adam Farber (N. Farmington) 1:00.55
Dan Dziekan (Redford CC) 1:05 44
Mike Nemer (Stevenson) 1:05.51
Eddie Lindow (Canton) 1:08.63
Mike Kruszewski (Redford CC) 1:06.77
Jon Heiss (Canton) 1:08.80
Matt Showatter (Salem) 1:07.75
Jeff Andonlan (Redford CC) 1:08.70
Andrew Canlin (Redford CC) 1:08.79
Tim Ryan (Redford CC) 1:09.98

400-YARD FREESTYLE RELAY
(stote ocuts: A — 3:23.39, B — 3:38.99)
Redford Catholic Central 3:20.86
Plymouth Salem 3:20.32
Livonis Stevenson 3:31.74
North Farmington 3:35.42
Plymouth Canton 3:37.1%

BﬂSketba“ from page Bl

rowed the gap to five points.

“Then we missed two-three
layups in a row, and that just
broke our backs,” said Salem
coach Bob Brodie, whose team
fell to 1-8 overall, 1-2 in the
WLAA with the defeat. “We had
chances. But they were up by as
much as 15, too.”

Central, which improved to 9-0
overall and 3-0 in the WLAA,
poured in four three-pointers in
opening up a 23-12 lead in the
first quarter. The Vikes were up
32-23 at the half.

David Hoskins led the Rocks
with 17 points. Jeff Haar added
11 and Nick Tochman contribut-
ed eight. Central got 14 points
from Mark Bortz and 10 apiece
from Jonathon Auer and Chris
Hart.

Oakdand Christlan 68, PCA 61:
Plymouth Christian Academy
had a shot at the victory Friday
against visiting Auburn Hills
QOakland Christian. With six sec-
onds left and Qakland Christian
up one point, Mike Atkinson
swept in from behind the
Lancers’ Jimmy Mehlberg and
swiped the ball, then set sail for
the go-ahead points.

But there was a whistle and a
foul against Atkinson. Mehlberg
hit both free throws and, after a
missed three-pointer by PCA, hit
two more to secure the victory
for Oakland Christian.

The Lancers improved to 6-2
overall, 3-0 in the Michigan
Independent Athletic Confer-
ence. PCA slipped to 1-6 overall,

0-3 in the MIAC.

“We just didn’t take care of the
ball,” said PCA coach Doug Tay-
lor, whose team led by four with
44 seconds remaining. “But
we're starting to get there, we're
starting to play. We're learning,
getting better and better. We're
starting to see the light at the
end of the tunnel.

“We're getiing closer, we're
solving problems one game at a
time.”

Mehlberg led all scorers with
32 points. Mike Elliott added 14
for Oakland Christian.

PCA got 24 points and nine
rebounds from Clay Welton, a
sophomore. James Bauslaugh
and Atkinson added eight points
apiece.

Oakland Christian led 19-15
after one quarter, but PCA was
ahead 28-27 at the half. The
Lancers forged ahead after three
periods, 49-44.

Agape 85, Akiva 37: Canton
Agape Christian Academy
turned on the scoring quarter by
quarter, thanks in great part to
Paul Anleitner, to pull away
from Southfield Akiva Thursday
in a game played at Wayne
Memorial HS.

Anleitner finished with 32
points. Charlie Henry added 11
and Josh Anthony netted nine
points and nine rebounds.

The Wolverines led 11-8 after
one quarter, then boosted that to
29-19 by halftime. They then
outscored Akiva 36-18 in the sec-
ond half.

Agape improved to 6-0 overall.
Akiva is 6-5.

Avi Beneson’'s 17 points was
best for Akiva: Michael Skoczy-
las chipped in with 14.

CC 70, DelLaSalle 50: Redford
Catholic Central took over first
place in the Catholic League’s
Central Division on Friday
night, thanks to a surprisingly
easy 70-50 win over previously-
unbeaten Warren De La Salle.

“It was a tremendous perfor-
mance coming off injuries last
Friday (against Bishop
Borgess),” said assistant coach
John Mulroy. “Ryan Celeskey
did a great job in playing with
an injured led. He got a lot of
attention and was double-
teamed.”

Even though Celeskey was
hurt with a bad ankie and the
Shamrocks (8-2, 3-0 Central)
were missing center Steve
Larkin with torn ankle liga-
ments, CC used an 18-9 advan-
tage in the second quarter for a
34-27 lead they wouldn't lose.
CC really broke it open against
the Pilots (7-1, 3-1) with a 26-12
advantage in the fourth, led by
Tom Jakacki scoring 15 of his 21
points in the period and punctu-
ated by an alley-oop, tip-in dunk
from Anthony Coratti.

Mark Willoughby scored 19
points with nine assists,
Celeskey had nine, Coratti had
eight and Ron Murphy kicked in
with 10 rebounds.

Tony Wickmann led the Pilots
with 20. Brian Blaker added 12.
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LAST WEEK'S WINNER

Stacey
Balamucki

Wyandotte Rooseveit High School

Southgate Ford
on Fort Street in Southgate

Frid
the

To submit your nomination for the High School Athlete of the Week:

1. Send us up to one page of information about the athiete’s involvement in
sports, community, academic achievements and any awards he/she has
received. Include the name of the high school and a picture of the athlete.

2. Include your name and daytime phone number.

3. Send your nomination to:

WJR 760 AM

2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, M| 48202

Attention: Athlete of the Week
or
FAX to: 313-875-1988

Tune in to WIR 760 AM Friday moring to hear the winner announced!
For move information on this weeks athiste, visit our web site www.wirnet . .,

Tune in WJR 760 AM each
at 7:40 a.m. and hear
thiete of the Wczk
announced on Paul W. Smith's
morning show.
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CC wins without top skier

No Matt Gable? No problem.

Redford Catholic Central, minus its top
skier, edged runnerup Brighton by three
points, 36-39, Thursday to take over first
place in the Mount Brighton Ski League.

Farmington Hills Mercy slipped to second
for the first time this season on the girls
side, but it still retained a healthy hold on
first place in its division.

Tom Gable coaches both squads and son
Matt was scheduled to ski in a regional meet
during the weekend.

“Our seniors skied well,” Gable said of
CC’s win in which two of his skiers had top-
five finishes and two others were in the sec-
ond 10. “It showed we have a little depth.

“We have now taken over our division lead,
and I think we've got the talent, depth and

experience to hang on to the lead.”

John Goebel finished second overall in the
boys slalom, turning in runs of 13.60 and
17.00 for a 30.69 total. Eric Sullivan was
fifth overall with a 31.10 time on runs of
14.29 and 17.81.

Ryan Boudreau placed 13th at 34.04, turn-
ing in times of 15.38 and 18.66 on his runs,
while Joe Murray was 16th with a combined
time of 34.15 (15.25 and 18.90).

Che Martinez clocked a 35.13 good for 24th
place, and Steve Johnston was 33rd at 38.21.

Disqualifications to two of its top skiers
cost Mercy first place as the Marlins were

edged out by Brighton, 31-48.

“We slipped one spot but our depth still
showed,” Gable said. “We're still first
because we've had four first places.

“To have two of your top skiers go down
with four to go — and all four do well —
that’s a coach’s dream.”

Freshman Liz Kujala was fourth in the
girls slalom. Her combined time of 36.09
came on runs of 19.60 and 16.49.

Laura Burek was eighth at 39.02. She had
runs of 20.39 and 18.63.

Marcy Godlew took a 13th place (42.99),
turning in runs of 22.96 and 20.01, while
Melissa Desautel was 23rd (46.55) with
times of 25.45 and 21.20 on her turns.

Nikki Anderson and Nicole Zaleski suf-
fered the disqualifications.

Churchill then scored five
unanswered goals, fous in the
m w id.

Brian Grant tied it at 1-1 at

FASTPITCH SOFTBALL CLINICS

Performance Fastpitch will be
conducting three different soft-
ball clinics from 2-5 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 3 (offense), Feb. 17
(hitting) and March 3 (positions)
at Hartland Middle School,
located at Ore Creek (near M-59
and U.S.-23).

The cost is $15 per clinic or
$50 for all four sessions. Pre-reg-
istration is recommended since
space is limited.

For more information, call
Greg Milosek at (810) 227-6285
or Randy Hazzard at (248) 684-
5640.

WOMEN'S OFFICIALS CLINIC

The Michigan High School
Athletic Association will hold a
one-day clinic for women inter-
ested in becoming officials from
8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.m Satur-
day, Feb. 3 at DeWitt High
School.

The program title Two-Dae,
Trained Women Officials: Dedi-
cated, Accomplished, Educated,
will provided insight, encourage-
ment and training to become a
entry-level candidate to launch a
career as an MHSAA official. All

12 MHSAA sports are offered.

The $30 registration fee
includes continental breakfast,
lunch and a gift The clinic is
being held in conjunction with
the MHSAA’s annual Women in
Sports Leadership Conference,
Sunday-Monday, Feb. 4-5 at the
Sheraton Lansing Hotel.

For more information, call the
MHSAA at (517) 332-5046.

COACHING VACANCIES

The Livonia Ladywood High
School is seeking coaches for the
spring season for junior varsity
golf, freshman softhall, JV soft-
ball assistant and freshman soc-
cer; and for the fall season a JV
cheerleading coach.

For more information, Lady-
wood athletic director Sal Malek
at (734) 591-2323.

C'VILLE NEEDS COACHES

The Livonia Clarenceville
High School is seeking a junior
varsity baseball coach and an
assistant track coach for the
spring season.

For more information, call
Clarenceville athletic director
Tim Wilson at (248) 473-8926.

MARLINS NEED COACH
Farmington Hills Merey High
School is searching for a JV soft-
ball coach. Anyone interested in
the position should contact
Mercy Athletic Director Nancy
Malinowski at (248) 476-2836.

SPORTCATHLON COMPETITION

Wyandotte High School will be
the local competition site for
SpoertCathlon, a 10-sport skills
contest beginning in February
and running through July.

The competition includes bowl-
ing, basketball, swimming, base-
ball, soccer, tennis, golf, football,
sprints and running. Competi-
tors. open to evervone from ages
7-t0-70, can enter for a $5-15 fee,
depending on the sport.

Local winners will advance to
state, regional and a national
competition with a chance to win
from $10,000-$100,000 per sport.
Amateur playvers will win schol-
arships in lieu of cash prizes.

Some forms may be available
with area high school athletic
directors. For more information,
visit the web site, www.sport-
cathlon.com, or call Wyandotte
athletic director Tom DeSana at

(734) 246-1008, ext. 2352.

UDM HOOP LEGENDS

The University of Detroit
Mercy will help celebrate the city
of Detroit’s Tricentennial by pre-
senting area fans with the oppor-
tunity to select the Detroit
Titans’ all-century teams in
men's and women’s basketball.

Winners will be announced
prior to the Titans’ game against
Butler Feb. 8. Ballots are avail-
able in Calihan Hall at all Titan
home games through the end of
January. Also, fans may vote on
the UDM Athletic web site:
www.DetroitTitans.com.

Ballots contain stars from all
generations cf Titan basketball.
Fans may also write-in names of
players.

HOOP SHOOT 2001

The Livonia Parks and Recre-
ation and Livonia Junior Athlet-
ic League hoop shoot competition
for boys and girls in grades 3-9
will be Tuesday, Feb. 6 at the
Frost Middle School main gym-
nasium.

Starting times include 6:30

.m., grades 3-4; 7 p.m., grades
5-6; and 7:30 p.m., grades 7-9.

For more information, call
(734) 466-2410.

SOFTBALL CLINIC

Madonna University will be
stage a girls fastpitch softball
clinic three consecutive weeks —
10 a.m. until noon Saturday,
Jdan. 27; Feb. 3 and 10; also, 2-4
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28; Feb. 4 and
11.

The cost is $80 for four weeks
or $25 per session.

The camp consists of hitting,
bunting, infield/outfield, base
running, pitching, catching and
defensive position. Pitchers and
catchers will be required to stay
an extra half-hour.

Pre-registration is require.
The maximum is 30 per session.

For more information, call MU
coach Al White at (734) 432-5783
or (734) 495-3719; also assistant
Curt White at (734) 728-3074.

SOCCER REQISTRATION

The city of Plymouth Recre-
ation Department will take
spring youth soccer registrations
for the entire month of January
from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the
recreation office, located in the
Plymouth Cultural Center at

525 Farmer.

Cost for 6-and-under, 7-and-
under and 8-and-under players
is $45 for city of Plymouth resi-
dents and $65 for non-residents.
For 9-and-under and above play-
ers the cost is $50 for residents
and $80 for non-residents.

For further information, call
(734) 455-6620.

ROLLER HOCKEY ACTION

Several opportunities for those
interested in playing roller hock-
ey are available at Skatin’ Sta-
tion 11, located on Ronda in Can-
ton.

¢An adult drop-in roller hock-
ey session will be from 9:45 p.m.-
11:45 p.m. Mondays. Cost is $10.

eHockey practice for anyone
with league-required equipment
will be held Wednesday’s. Cost is
$5. Sessions for ages 13-16: 4-5
p.m.; sessions for ages 9-12: 5-6
p.m.; sessions for ages 8-and-
under: 4-5 p.m.

eThere are also roller hockey
leagues for all ages. Cost for a
10-week session is $110.

For information on any of
these classes, call (734) 459-
6401.
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RECREATION

Examine vines

and you'll see
their differences

ines just seem to blend in with
v their surroundings. In summer

their leafy vegetation is lost
among leaves of other plants and even
in winter their naked stems look like
any other stem. But some vines have
interesting features to observe when
you isolate them from their surround-
ings.

Across from my subdivision is a
vine of wild cucumber. Attached to the
stems are several cream colored, kiwi-
shaped, spiked, seed pods. Upon closer
examination they have a spongy like
texture. On the underside their are
openings where seeds have fallen
from, allowing an inside view of their
chambered structure. Wild cucumber
is a relative of the domestic cucumber
grown in gardens. Another relative is
grown for its sponges which people use
for scouring pads.

Vines often use tendrils to attach to
structures since they often are not self
supporting. Tendrils of wild cucumber
are long, thin and tightly wound in a
coiled shape. Wild grape, greenbrier
and Virginia creeper use tendrils for
climbing and attaching. But a closer
look reveals different tendril tech-
niques.

Greenbrier and wild grape use the

' same tendril attaching technique. A
“¥efidril grows from the main stalk or
stem and continues to grow until it
touches a support. Tendrils that don’t
reach a support wither away. But
upon touching a support the tendril
starts to wrap arvund the structure.
At this point both ends are anchored,
but the tendril continues to twist.
Between the two ends an uncoiled
middle section develops around which
the tendril continues to coil. This
twisting creates curls between the two
ends that coil in opposite directions.

Wild grape is easy to identify with
its ragged looking trunk made of long
narrow strips of bark. Some vines
have a base anchored in the ground
that may be 4-5 inches in diameter. A
base that size indicates a very old vine
that may extend to great heights.

Greenbrier, as its name suggests,
has thorns aleng its stems. Like many
vines its heart-shaped leaves are often
lost among other leaves of the forest
edge.

Virginia creeper employs tendrils,
too, but they attach to supports in a
different manner. Tendrils grow from
the main stem until they touch a solid
support. After contact is made, a small
suction cup-like structure grows at the
| attachment site. No coiling or twining
| occurs at the attachment. Twining is
necessary for the tendril to search for
possible supports in all directions, but
if a tendril never touches a support, it
will never develop a suction cup.

The five leaflets of Virginia creeper
is the key feature to its identification
| in summer. It climbs up trees and
| crawls across the ground as a ground
cover. This vine is harmless.

Bittersweet is a colorful vine in fall
when fruits from female plants ripen.
Their reddish-orange berries sur-
rounded by the ocher colored casing is
very beautiful. This vine does not use
tendrils. Instead its stems or branches
twine around supporting structures.
Sometimes they twine around their
own branches. Often bittersweet vines
form a barber pole-like pattern as the
ascend a tree trunk. As the vine grows
and the tree trunk grows, spiraling
patterns develop on the tree trunk
from the constricting vine.

Michigan does not sport many
vines, but the few we have reveal some
interesting features if you take m
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What a show!

Detroit Boat Show ranks with the natlon s best

More than 120,000 Michi-
gan residents are expected to
visit more than 300
exhibitors and see 1,000 new
2001 model boats of all types
and sizes during the 43rd
annual Detroit Boat Show
Feb. 10-18 at Cobo Center in
Detroit.

More than 2,800 boats
worth more than $60 million
are expected to be sold dur-
ing these nine days. “Many
people don't realize the
Detroit Boat Show is the best
time to buy a boat,” said Boat
Show Manager Van Snider.
“Unlike the auto show, smart
shoppers can place their
orders right on the show floor
and because of the advan-
tages of early buying, they
get great deals.”

Serious buyers can shop
more than 300 exhibitors and
see ski boats, fishing boats,
cabin cruisers, bow riders,
pontoons and personal water-
craft.

Among the chief attrac-
tions will be the DUDE con-
cept boat. (DUDE is an
acronym for “Doin’ Ultimate
Design Experiments.”)

The DUDE is a full-size,
water-ready 27-footer with
an 8-foot-6-inch beam pow-
ered by a Volvo Penta engine
and drive.

DUDE is designed for an
active, athletic lifestyle on
the water. Storage require-
ments take priority because

What a dude! The DUDE concept boat (Doin’ Ultimate Concept Experi-
ments) will be one of 1,000 boats on display at the Detroit Boat Show.

sccording 10 the Secretary of Stete. That's more then any
" other state for more than 15 years,  °
Wmaizimawunm(m
than any other state except Alaska), 11,087 istand lakes
and 36,350 miles of rivers and streams. Michigan has mons

ational herbors. i
The overall economic impact of boating in Michigan
exceeds $2.5 billion a year, according to the Livonia-based

‘Yhere are 1,000,049 registored boats in Michigen,

than 1,408 public access sites, 758 marinas, 684 marine
deslers, 41 boat manufacturers and 85 Great Lakes.recre.

DUDE is a water borne stor-
age locker for all kinds of

Michigan Boating !ndustries Associstion.

equipment with which to
enjoy athleticism on and

around the water. Two huge “sports trunks” hinge outboard
on the back of the boat. Both trunks are within reach from
the adjustable (high/low) activity deck giving scuba divers,
wake boarders. swimmers and explorers easy access and
plenty of storage space for their equipment. The area for
sunbathers has been moved to the foredeck so as to achieve
a separation between the active users of the boat and those
that wish to take a break from all the activity.

attractions

test

On the foredeck there is a teak walkway to the anchor and rot.

line storage lockers; it is flanked by two recessed bow pads
that are slightly contoured for comfort. Between the
recessed sunpads, and under a fold over part of the teak
walkway, is a convenience tray with drink holders and ice
chest. Beneath both sunpads are storage areas large enough
to hold almost any size of equipment brought along for the
journey, including camping gear. The center cockpit utilizes

these “walk overs” to the bow and
activity deck rather than walk-thrus
in order to maximize seating width
and accommodations within the pas-
senger compartment of the boat. The
overhead bimini arch is a Cobalt
exclusive already in production on
Cobalt's new 262 model.

“Never before has the industry
offered the public a glimpse of boat
designs of the future,” Snider said.
“Thisboat is striking and will open a
lot of eyes to the shape of boating to
come.”

The show also offers the following

B8 the Discover Boating Center

@ the Boating Kids Clinic

@ antique and classic boats

B “Draw Kids Into Boating™ futuristic boat drawing con-

8 show mascot “Salty Dog”
B Pirate Barbary Barnacles and his pal Yakkie the Par-

The Detroit Boat Show is open to the public noon to 9 p.m.
Mondav through Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, Feb
10-18 at Cobo Center in Detrout.

Admission is free for people up to age 11 if accompanied by
an aduilt, 89 for everyone else. People age 63 and up are
admutted free on Monday, Feb. 11.

For more information, call (800) 224-3008.

Black bowlers make significant
contribution to sport of bowling

TEN PN A i
Martin

Luther King day last
Monday, it seems
that few have recog-
nized the way the
sport of bowling has
exemplified the true
meaning and spirit
of his dream of
racial integration.

AL
HARRISON

Surely there are
many good leagues in the Detroit
area that enjoy a friendly competitive
scene with their rosters open to any-
one regardless of race, color or creed.
The big question for a team captain
would be, “Can this guy bowl?” When
bowlers lace up their shoes they do
not waste thought or energy on
whether a bowler on either team is
black, white or purple, but rather ask
“What's his average?” It is also note-
worthy that the African-American
community has taken to bowling in
increasing numbers while the overall
league memberships have been
falling every year. Black bowlers
have distinguished themselves well
on the lanes over the years with
some of the best names in the game.
Such a list would have to start with
Cheryl Daniels, Carmen Allen,
Yvonne Jones, Novella White and
Tamika Glenn among the women,

. Curtis Odom, Gerald Brown, Frank

Robinson Jr., Lonnie Jones, Earl Jus-
tice, and from an earlier era, Edwin
Peart, Bill Rodman, John Barnhill
and Bill Grundy. Many of the
younger kids today show a lot of
promise, such as Pat Brown, who led
his Plymouth-Salem team to the
state high school championship last
year,

Many of our leaders in the local
associations are African-Americans,
such as the Detroit Women's Bowling
Aseociation's president, Myrtha
Cooper, third vice president, Libbi

Fletcher and board member Linda
Landrum. The officials of the Greater
Detroit Bowling Association include
First Vice President Marvin Dooley,
John Davis Jr., John J. Davis, Frank
Robinson Jr. and past President
Ebsen Smart. These are people who
have devoted their time and energy
to the betterment of the sport with-
out thought of compensation or
financial gain.

Wanza Christie of Redford aver-
ages around 134 in the West Lawn
Ladies Senior League at Oak Lanes
in Westland. Last Monday she rolled
a 240 game, which 18 good for anyone
who bowls but great for a 76-year-
old. Wanza has been bowling since
the age of 18 and, needless to say,
she loves the game. This is indeed a
lifetime sport for those who enjoy it
so much. For those who get regular
mailings from AARP, there are plen-
ty of good opportunities to bowl and
have fun. Senior leagues are every-
where. The atmosphere 18 always
friendly. There is lots of good compe-
tition, and the cost is usually less

Even the sanction fee is discounted
for seniors age 55 and over. There
are some good tournaments, "golden
opportunities” for seniors both locally
and at the national level.

The Michigan State Bowling Asso-
ciation Tournament at Jackson is
currently in week No. 2 of 1its 17-
week run. The Optional Doubles
event has the combination of Lee
Snow of Farmington Hills and Ken
Kossick of Canton in fourth place in
the “Scratch Optional™ with a score of
1,364. Livonia's Joe Parks and Bob
Rozycki lead in “Scratch Doubles™
actual with 1,452, This pair also
leads in “Doubles Handicap™ with
1.551. Kossick currently holds first
place in “Singles™ actual with 779,
which is also good for fifth place 1n
“Singles Handicap.” Snow has second
in “All-Events Actual” with 2,119,
while Kossick is tied with three oth
ers for fourth at 2.100

Al Harrison is a restdent of Gar
den City. He can be reached at (734
22-1609

PLAZA LANES (PLYMOUTN)

8 PM Men’s: Mark Sasu, 215-
243/300/768

CLOVERLANES (LIVONIA)

FoMoCo Thursday Night: Brian
LeBlanc, 300/712; Larry Hawkins, 287
(100 pins o/a)

CHERRTY MLL LANES

Match Play Invitational Trio: Jeanne
Gebbia, 300/772

Tuesday Men: Brian Heyza, 300
SDUBTRY LARTD (PARSEHETEN)

B'Nai Brith Jaeohnn Dennis Eder,

268/801

EIEEE BT

K of C Men: mahudh.
mmwmm
WEYFLSER LA (RRAGI)

Honor scores

Friday Seniors: Ted Mack, 300/778;
Walt Arsenault, 287

Monday Seniors: Dil Clack, 298
Friday Men's Invitational: Hector

Ortega, 300

Twin Parish: Mark Anderscn, 300
Wonderland Classic: Barry Schlussel,
300

Ford Parts: Dale Drabicki, 299; Mark
Wenzel, 209

Livonia Thursday Nite Men's: Doug
Nikkila, 8065; Jim r, 209
Livonia Strikers: Mark Tousignant,

300; Bob Dudley, 209
Grandak: Len Niecko 300; Jim Zack-
om, 399

ford LTP: Bob Brocioua, 299

QUTDOOR

CALENDAR

RECREATION

SUNDAY NMEALTH CLUB

Schoolcraft College’s Sunday Health
Club lets members can work out 1-5
p.m. Sundays through April 1. Mem-
bership fees are $34 for individuals
and $72 for families. Members have
access to two gyms for basketball and
volleyball; six handball, paddleball
and racketball courts; wallyball
courts; weightlifting machines, tread-
mills, exercise bikes and other aerobic
equipment in the fitness room, the
swimming pool with 1-meter and 3-
meter diving boards; and saunas in
the locker rooms. Members must fur-
nish their locks and towels. Members
up to age 15 must be accompanied by
an adult. Call (734) 462-4413.

SQUARE DANCING

The Maplewood Squares, a square
dance group, meets at 12:30 p.m.
Wednesdays at the Maplewood Com-
munity Center. Maplewood west of
Merriman, in Garden City. Cali (734)
595-8857.

ACTIVITIES

METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
Metro-West Steelheaders meets at
7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each
month in the cafeteria at Garden City
High School. Call Domin:c Liparoto at
(248) 476-5027.

MICHIGAN FLY FISHING

The Michigan Fly Fishing Club meets
at 7:30 p.m. the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at Livonia
Clarenceville Middle School, located
on Middlebelt Road between Seven
and Eight Mile roads. Call (2481 478-
1494.

The Four Seasons Fishing Club meets
7:30-9:30 p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month at the Civie Park Senior
Center. 15218 Farmington Road, in
Livonia. Call Jim Kudej at (734) 531-
0843 for information.

HURON VALLEY STEELMEADERS

The Huron Valley Steelheaders meets
the third Thursday of each month at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 27600
Hall Road, Flat Rock. Call Carroll
White at (734) 285-0843.

BASS ASSOCIATION

The Downriver Bass Association. a
non-tournament bass club. meets at
6:30 p.m. the fourth Tuesday of every
month at the Gander Mountain in
Taylor. Call (734) 676-2863.
RECREATION AND FUN

A recreational get-together for teens
and adults who are disabled 1= held
the second Friday of each month at
the Westland Bailey Center Call
(7341 722-7620

CLASSES/ CLINICS

YMCA CLASSES

The Farnungton Family YMCA offers
a varety of ¢lasses such as
Rollerblade hockey . lacrosse, flag foot-
ball and swimming lessons Call (248}
553-4020

HATHMA YOQA

Hatha Yoga classes occur 7.30-9 pm
Wednesdayvs and 4-5 30 p m. Sundays
n downtown Plvmouth Wednesday
classes 19.30-11 am and 1.30-3 p.m.)
begin Feb 14 Valentine's Day gft
certificates are available Call Cyn-
thia (734 420-2418

PARKS

METROPARK REQUIREMENTS

Most Metropark programs are free
while some require a fee Advanced
registration and a motor vehicle per
mit are required for all programs
Call the respective parks at the fol
lowing numbers Indian Springs.

SO0 477-3192. Kensington. (304
4773175, Hudson Mills, (8005 477
3191

An indoor shde presentation will be
followed by a walk to help partic
pants understand how local wildhfe
copes with wainter weather begins at 2
p.m Sundayv, Jan 21, at the Nature

Center of Kensington Metropark near
Milford Bring binoculars Call (248
6X5-0603 to register

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

Go cross-country skung at Willow or

Kensington Metropark every day
when conditions allow Rent skies,
boots and poles tor $6 50 (four hours!
Willow Metropark s located at 1.275

and South Huron Road Call 18001
177 3182 Kensington Metroparkas
located at 96 and Kent Lake Road
Call (8O0 477-3178

MAKE AND TAKE BIRD FEEDERS

Make a bird feeder at 1 pm Satur-
day. Jan 27, at the Nature Center of
Kensington Metropark Call (8K
477 317K to register

Send information to Qutdoors, 805 K
Maople. Birmungham, M1 48009, fax
information to (248 644 1314
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Enter Our
SUPERBOWL CONTEST

With every $250 purchase or more
you can pick which team you
think will win the Superbowl.

If you're right...you could win a

$25 Gift Certificate’
- Contest ends 4 p.m. Jan. 28th

*Not to be used on prior
purchases.

0 |GAS & WOOD
/ STOVES, FIREPLACES & INSERTS:

%50 -*400 off

Dozens of High EfﬂCIency Options

Our already dise
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$
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Heat n' Sweep

8545 Lilley Road ¢ Canton

In Golden Gate Shopping Center at Lilley & Joy

(734) 455- 2820 "
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Players enjoy
challenge of
new music

ndrew Anderson isn't sure if his

performance of Tom Johnson's

piece for solo string bass will be
successful but he’s having a good time
exploring the composition meant to
challenge musicians. Anderson will
attempt to play Failing: A Difficult
Piece for Solo String Bass with the
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra dur-
ing two chamber concerts on Satur-
day, Jan. 27 and Feb. 3.

This is the first time Anderson will
play an avant-garde bass solo even
though he began studies on the
instrument 10 years ago and grew up
listening to his father David’s bass
solos. David Anderson, a member of
the Portland (Oregon) Opera, favors
the traditional music of Bach,
Beethoven and Mozart.

“It's outside of what I would usually
play for a solo. I have to talk through
the whole thing.” said Anderson,
who's pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
string bass per-
formance and
instrumental
education at the
University of
Michigan School
of Music in Ann
Arbor. Anderson
joined the Ply-
mouth Sympho-
ny Orchestra two
years ago and
also plays with
the Flint and
Ann Arbor Sym-
phony orches-
tras. “In the
beginning ['m
reading instruc-
tions and there’s
not much music.
Eventually I'm playing intricate chro-
matic passages.

Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra

What: Presents two
chamber concerts
— 8 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 27 at First
United Methodist
Church, 45201 N.
Tersitarial Road,
Plymouth, and 8
p.m. Saturday, Feb.
3 at the Kerrytown
Concert Housa, 415
N. Fourth Ave., Ann

Arbor

seniorg/college

| students, no charge

, for children in

1 grades K-12. Call
(734) 451-2112

Fascinating

“It's a fascinating piece meant to be
comedy. You're supposed te ham it up
a bit. This kind of music is not for
everyone. It's something to bear in
mind. If you hear it and think you
don't like it, give it a chance”

Listening and being open to what
you hear is the key to enjoying any

PHOTO BY CATHERINE BYRD
Bass sololst: Andrew Ander-
son is looking forward to
playing his first avant-garde
piece with the Plymouth Sym-
phony Orchestra.

new music. Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra eonductor Nan Washburn
tries to program several new works
each season that challenge the
orchestra and audience. Last season,
Farberman's contemporary concerto
for jazz drummer and Vandervelde's
Cafes of Melbourne for solo accordion
opened up new worlds to musicans
and Listeners much to the delight of
Washburn who's won 13 ASCAP
awards for adventuresome program-
ming from the American Symphony
Orchestra League.

Theater type piece

Feiling s a theater type pilece with
narrative.” said Washburn. “It gets
harder and harder because he has to
<peak and play at the same time. It's

Plense see !XPﬁm. C2

| Tall tale: J

Corinne
Stavish wi
tell the tale
of “Noah

and the
Giant Og”

at a Story-
telling Festi-4
val hosted
by Canton
Project Arts.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
Ichomin®oe.homecomm.net

orinne Stavish bubbles with excitement as

she tells the story about a giant hitching a

ride on Noah's Ark. Stavish loves to tell Jew-
ish folktales like Noah and the Giant Og, one of the
stories she heard while growing up. Her voice rises
then falls as she weaves the tale about the animals
sharing their leaves and milk with the giant during
their 40-day journey.

Stavish is having as much fun as she hopes the
children will have when they attend a Storytelling
Festival hosted by Canton Project Arts on Jan. 27.
The afternoon performance, featuring Stavish’s
Noah and the Giant Og, is geared toward families.
An evening performance treats adults to whimsical
stories about parenting and a modern version-of a
biblical parable by Stavish. Syd Lieberman, a

7 N
11 11

State University, will join Stavish for the telling.

“What is unique about Jewish folklore is it's
probably more representative of world folklore,”
said Stavish, a Southfield resident and instructor
at Lawrence Technological University. “The reason
is Chinese were isolated to China, Japanese to
Japan, but Jews are the only people we know who
have lived all over the world. They would hear a
story and retell it with that which was familiar to
them.”

Family stories

Stavish specializes in relaying Jewish folklore
with a Russian flavor because of her Eastern Euro-
pean background. She feels family stories such as
hers are being lost even though there’s been a
resurgence in storytelling. Today, public venues
provide the only opportunity for many to share in
the art that's existed since the beginning of civiliza-
tion.

“] can hear my grandfather saying ‘I should go
out and pay to hear stories? Uncle Mark tells bet-
ter stories,” said Stavish. “The best stories are told
around kitchen tables. So go home and do that.
Why do people need a workshop? My grandparents
didn’t take workshops.

“Family stories were always a part of culture. TV
changed that. It's gone from porches to public sto-
rytelling because we're no longer hearing them at
the kitchen table. Storytelling has always been part
of Jewish tradition because rabbis have always told
such great stories.”

Syd Liebernan is a funny guy who thinks he'’s a

frustrated rabbi.
Lieberman began
telling stories 18
years ago when
he was going
through a mid-life
crisis at age 38.
He was so scared
at his first show
that he thought
he wouldn't
remember the
stories. His wife
sat in the audi-
ence with a story
card to remind
him. He shouldn't
have worried

“My father was a used car salesman so he always
had a lot of stories,” said Lieberman who taught
high school English for 30 years. “My mother could
go to the grocery store and turn it into an opera.
She creates characters and voicings and turns it
into a play.”

Messages

Lieberman's stories frequently have messages.
His picture book version of an old tale, The Wise
Shoemaker of Studena, teaches children that they
shouldn’t judge people by appearances.

“Kids are thirsty to hear stories,” said Lieber-
man, who's currently working on stories about a
Faberge Egg in the Field Museum’s upcoming exhi-
bition of Kremlin gold. “These are Jewish folktales.
They're fun but you don’t have to be Jewish to
enjoy them.”

And you don’t have to be a kid to enjoy story-
telling. Lieberman will have the evening perfor-
mance audience laughing with his stories about
parenting and other obstacles adults encounter.

“Good stories touch the universal — it touches all
people,” said Lieberman who's told stories all over
the world. “One story 1 tell about hospitals, they
laughed even in New Zealand. I want people to
know storytelling isn’t just for kids. It will be fun.”

Conveying information

Craig Roney agrees storytelling is a fun medium
but it also conveys information. Roney gives work-
shops for teachers in how to use storytelling to aug-

Plymouth District L
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Plymouth, Mich, 48170 C 1

Noteworthy inside

Sunday, January 21. 2001

HELEN FURCEAN / STAFF ARTIST

: Festival
What: Canton Project
Arts presents storytellers

“If we can believe what
anthmmloﬁ?su are telling Syd Lieberman, Corinne
us, storytelling was the | Stavish and Craig Roney
beginning of culture,” said | When: 1 p.m. (family
Roney, a Northville resi- performance,
dent who taught his first ’f?mm‘:"i:‘:sff’sf;ﬂae:d“

: and up, uc |
storytellingclass at | 37,50 YO0 0 )
Wayne State University in | goyirday. jan, 27. For
1977.“It’s as old as tickets.. call (734) 397-
human oral communica- 6450
tion and was used as a Where: Sumii it on the
medium of instruction and | Park, 46000 Sum:i
entertainment. A culture Parkway west of Canton

g . - Center Road, south of
used it to share its histo- Cherry Hill, Cantorn.
ry, mores and beliefs. In ¢
the Middle Ages story-
tellers moved from one country to another and it
enabled one culture to understand another.

“Now we have radio, TV and computers that com-
mand our attention but storytelling’s never gone
away and that speaks to its power. The major com-
munication throughout the world is oral not print.
Storytelling is the major means by which we make
sense of our world. Immediacy makes it very pow-
erful” ;

Barb King was so mesmerized by the stories she
heard at last year’s festival she decided to volun-
teer to serve on the Canton Project Arts committee.
She's co-chairing the storytelling event with Bar-
bara Standiford.

“What I love about storytelling is that you find

~Please see STORVIBLLING, C3

Alvm Ailey dancers express their spirituality

Linda-Denise
Evans looks to
the heavens in
Judith Jamison's
Divining

What: Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre with the
Rudy Hawkins Singers gives five ful-length perfor-
mances and one hour-ong family show featuring
pieces by Alley, including Revelations, judith Jami
son and other choreographers

Where: Detroft Opera House, 1526 Broadway in
Detroit

When: Wednesday, Jen. 31-Sunday, Feb. 4

Tiekets: Full-iength performances, $15-80; family
performance, $5 for children end $185 for adults;
call the University Musicat Society box office st
(734) 764-2538, the Detroit Opers Houee 8t (313)
237-7484 or Ticketmaster at (248) 645-8808

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WRITER
nstafford@oe.homecomm.net

All dance ultimately is an expres-
sion of human spirituality.

As with tribal prayers to the rain
gods, dance plays to the heavens. Its
movement expresses emotion on a
larger scale, and its message is often
more demonstrative than words.

There’s probably no better example
of dance’s link to spirituality than the
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater,
slated to perform Jan. 31-Feb. 4 at the
Detroit Opera House. And, with such
a fervent interest in spirituality of
late, audiences are ripe to partake in
the dance company's traditions and in
the renowned works of its founder,
choreographer Alvin Ailey, who died
in 1989.

“There is a spirituality that perme-
ates all his work,” said Penny Godbol-
do, chair of dance at Marygrove Col-
lege and a former student at The
Ailey School. “Though Ailey's comps-
ny has always been popular, because
there is a deeper emphasis on spiritu-

Keely Wygonik, Editor 734 953 2105

ality, audiences may be more open to
it.”

Predilections aside, attending an
Ailey company performance, she said,
is always a cathartic experience. “You
should come out of it — spent, just
totally wiped out.”

Indeed that’s probably a foregone
conclusion in Detroit where the com-
pany will nerform five full-length
shows and one 60-minute, family-ori-
ented production.

Each performance features three to
four pieces by a variety of choreogra-
phers, including works by company
director and longtime Ailey dancer
Judith Jamison, and culminates with
Ailey's 1960s masterpiece Revelations.
Set to Black spirituals, Revelations
will be performed in Detroit to live
music by Detroit’s Rudy Hawkins
Singers.

“With live music. There's this won-
derful vibration in the air,” said God-
boldo, recalling her own experience of
seeing the piece done with a live
choir, one she compares to attending
services in a large church sanctuary.

lowyrantk o oe,

“There's that something that takes
place between the performers and the
audience. You get this wonderful ener-
gy and electricity happening.”

Revelations also directly speaks to
the African American religious experi-
ence; the work is based on Ailey’s
childhood memories of attending Bap-
tist church service in Texas.

Though Ailey as an African Amen-
can artist mined his spiritual tradi-
tions, the choreographer's ability to
tap universal human emotions is
what’s most often noted about him.
And many of his works tackle the
human condition first then reach into
spirituality.

“The majority of Mr. Ailey's ballets
are about people,” said Matthew
Rushing, a senior Ailey dancer slated
to perform in Detroit. “Mr. Ailey’s bal-
lets deal with people and people's
emotions. And those emotions diréctly
tie into l?h'ltuality."

Ailey's Phases, a suite of four
abstract dances set to jazz, taps-the
gamut of human emotions. Blues

~ Ploase see DANCENS, C3
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Suite, Ailey's account of a group
of troubled adults in rural,
Depression-era Texas, based on
what the choreographer referred
to as his “blood memories,” has a
spiritual leaning, too, said Rush-
ing.

Rooted in human emotion and
spiritual life, Ailey’s works speak
to all audiences regardless of
race and gender, said Rushing.
“Even though we're seeing from
an African American man’s eyes,
we're still talking about spirit,
Mr. Ailey's view of spirit, and
spirit reaches all, touches all,
has no barriers,” Rushing said.

Both Phases and Blues Suite
appear on the company’s Detroit
program. Other featured works
reflect the company’s tradition of
exploring spirituality, but do so
from a contemporary point of
view. “The Ailey company has
the old and the new. We have
ballets that remind you where
vou have come from and where
we are now,” said Rushing.

In Judith Jamison’s Double

B in Judith Jamison's
Double Exposure,
dancers hold wireless
video cameras during
the performance.

Exposure, dancers hold wireless
video cameras during the perfor-
mance. The images projected on
to 20-foot screens allow the audi-
ence to see two sides of the same
person and invoke a sense of
inner conflict.

The sexy, well-received Choco-
late Sessions, choreographed by
former Ailey dancer Dwight Rho-
den, is a tale of contemporary
love, but again, revolves around
love as an emotion, said Rush-
ing.

“It's about the tender side of
love and the tense side of love. If
you are searching for a spiritual
experience, you will find it com-
ing to an Ailey performance.”

listed below, call Crazy Al's Radio
Party (1460 AM) on a Monday at
gam.,

and answer two more questions
on the air.

You could win The Club Bag.

Call 248-332-1460

WIN!

If you can answer the three questions

a Club Bag from
Impact Embroidery
Larry Matthew's

and
Crazy Al

1. What instruments did Chuck Berry play?
2. The Crew Cuts were named atter what type of haircut?

3. What was the name of Dion's vocal group?
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really impossible to play the
piece and of course you're going
to fail. Then he has to speak off
the cuff and you never know
what’s going to happen.”
Washburn may not know how
Anderson’s performance of Fail-
ing: A Difficult Piece for Solo
String Bass will turn out or how
the audience will accept it, but
she's sure the rest of the pro-
gram will prove enjoyable. In
fact, she’s presenting the same
chamber concert twice because a
similar program last season

filled the venue to capacity.

On Jan. 27 the vrchestra will
play Claude Debussy's Prelude to
the Afternoon of a Faun,
Johannes Brahms' Serenade No.
1 in D Major, and Bohuslav Mar-
tinu's Nonet in addition to Fail-
ing: A Difficult Piece for Solo
String Bass at First United
Methodist Church in Plymouth.
On Feb. 3, they repeat the pro-
gram at the Kerrytown Concert
House in Ann Arbor. From the
opening sensuous flute solo of
Debussy’s Prelude, which was

Storytelling /o o «c

written for Stephane Mallarme’s
poem about the erotic day-
dreams of the satyr-like mytho-
logical creature, to Martinu's
Nonet which incorporates the
composer’s love of his native
Czech folk music, the concert is
sure to be a crowd pleaser.

“I'm always fascinated by com-
posers who've written different
versions for different size
groups,” said Washburn.
“Although there were many
pieces written for big, lush
orchestras in the 19th century,

lots of composers wrote smaller
things.

“It's exciting to do newer
things and to do them with 10
players. Because these are
smaller pieces. It's more inti-
mate. The music is more trans-
parent and crystal clear, and it’s
exciting to hear all those tex-
tures.”

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145
or send e-mail to lchomin@ oe.
homecomm. net

yourself in the story,” said King.
“We're a generation of people
who grew up on TV. This
engages your imagination in
another way.

“We live in a multicultural
society and stories help us
understand our differences. Sto-
ries have the power to teach us
understanding and tolerance.”

The Storytelling Festival is
only one of the events presented
by Canton Project Arts. The Peter
Sparling Dance Company will
give a performance 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 9 at Summit on the

Park, 46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton. A verbal presentation on
dance will be given at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $5 and available by
calling (734) 394-5193.

‘Vagina Monologues’ goes beyond mere drama

BY ALICE RHEIN
STAFF WRITER
arhein@oe.homecomm.net

The sweet Southern lilt quick-
ly turns brittle when Sherri
Parker Lee talks about some
newspaper and television reports
that attempt to promote the
national tour of the Vagina
Monologues while trying not to
use the word.

“I think it’s ridiculous, it's a
clinical word for a part of the
body,” said Lee, who, along with
Stella Benford, will be perform-
ing in the award-winning play
from Jan. 23 to Feb. 11 at
Detroit's Second City Theatre.
“By their reaction it says to me
that a women's sexual center is
something to be ashamed of.”

And don’t even get Benford
going down that road. “I sit
onstage each night and read
about how, every minute, a
woman is abused. In that one
hour and thirty-five minutes I'm
on stage, that's 135 women,” said
Benford, whose Broadway cred-
its include a role in Macbheth
with Kelsey Grammer. “I have to
control myself because it hurts. [
could be any of those women.”

Playwright Eve Ensler was
one of those women. As a child in
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What: The Vagina Monologues
When: Jan. 23- Feb. 11

Where: The Second City The-
atre on Woodward next to the
Fox Theatre, Detroit

Tickets: $45 with $15 tickets
available for the first 25 stu-
dents with ID in line one hour
prior to each performance.
$85 for the opening night
charity gala on Tuesday, Jan,
23

Information: (313) 983-6611.

Scarsdale, N.Y., she was physi-
cally and sexually abused by her
father, and developed an addic-
tion for alcohol that lasted into
college. At 24, she gave up alco-
hol, started writing, and hasn't
stopped yet.

Since its debut in 1996, the
Vagina Monologues has become
somewhat of a phenomenon. Its
current sold-out run at off-
Broadway's Westside Theater
features an ever-changing cast of
female celebrities including
Melanie Griffith, Winona Ryder,
Alanis Morissette and Mery!
Streep.

The play, in which the actress-
es talk about everything from
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what their vaginas would wear if
they got dressed up to agonizing
accounts of Bosnian rape vic-
tims, has grown beyond the con-
fines of a play to being a social
movement.

Four years ago, Ensler initiat-
ed V-Day, a global movement to
stop violence against women.
And last year, hundreds of col-
lege campuses, including Oak-
land Community College, per-
formed the Vagina Monologues
to raise awareness and money
for women'’s shelters.

When the show makes its
three-week appearance in
Detroit, Lee and Benford, both
native Texans will share the
stage Jan. 23-28 with Lori Petty,
who played Geena Davis’s
younger sister in A League of
Their Own. They'll perform with
other yet-to-be-named celebrities
in Detroit and in all th