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High visibllity: Visteon has
been a Plymouth fixture
for a long time, but the
company is becoming
more and more visible as
a community sponsor. /A3

ENTERTAINMENT

Dance: Hubbard Street
Dance Chicago brings
their eclectic style of con-
temporary dance to the

Power Center in Ann
Arbor, Feb. 9-10./B1

Dining: Valentine’s Day is
Jjust a heartbeat away,
and it’s time to find that
perfect spot to wine and
dine your sweetheart.
Check out our list of
romantic dining spots,
including Plymouth’s own
LaBistecca./B6

" ey AT HOME

Hot stuff: Spas provide
homeowners with a little
rest and relaxation, right
in their own backyards.
/C1

" REAL ESTATE

You gotta be flexible: Fix-
ating on a dollar amount
can kill any home
sale./E1

Taxes due

The last day to pay the Winter
2000 tax bill without penalty is
Wednesday, Feb. 14, according to
Plymouth Township Treasurer Ron
Edwards.

The treasurer’s office will be
open Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon
in an effort to give taxpayers addi-
tional opportunity to make their
payments.

For more information, call the
treasurer’s office, (734) 453-3840,
Ext. 214.
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B Michigan
Department of
Transportation
and Wayne
County offi-
cials have
declared the Ann Arbor
Road bridge over 1-278

Glhmsnint s . | raapcraw e 15 s
BY SUR BUCK ¥

STAFF WRITER

sbuck@®oe.homecomm.net

The Ann Arbor Road bridge over I-
275 is safe to drive on and under,
according to officials from both

Services and Michigan Department
of Transportation.

Both John Roach, a Department of
Public Services spokesman and Rob
Morosi, an MDOT spokesman, gave
their thumbs up for travel despite
pieces of the bridge having fragment-
ed and fallen onto 1-275 Sunday
afternocon.

Two motorists traveling south-
bound on I-275-under the Ann Arbor
Road bridge Sunday afternoon expe-
rienced some wheel and tire damage
to their vehicles from sections of the
bridge that crumbled onto the road-
way, Roach said. No one was injured.

The size of the pieces varied. Roach
described it as large chunks. Morosi
called it fragments.

Roach attributed the problem to

safe dfter pieces of it tum- |
bled onto the expressway.

Wayne Cuounty Department of Public |
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Traffic patterns: MDOT and Wayne County officials say the bridge over I-275 at Ann Arbor
Road is safe, even after pieces of the bridge tumbled onto the expressway over the weekend.

Bridge deemed safe
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Falling rock zone: Two cars were hit when pieces of the Ann
Arbor Road bridge over I-275 crumbled and fell to the express-
way Sunday. No injuries were reported.

spaliing, an engineering terrm mean-
ing to break up or split, or to break
off in layers parallel to a surface.

“The seal was compromised,”
Roach said. “Water got down through
the bridge deck. It's the freeze-thaw
effect. Some surface area separated.
It’s not like there's a big hole in the
bridge deck.”

The situation drew the wrath of
State Sen. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, who demanded MDOT

immediately inspect and repair the
bridge while calling for inspection of
all other bridges in Plymouth, Livo-
nia, Northville, Canton and Redford.

“People travel I-275 to and from
work every day,” McCotter said. “It is
unacceptable the second busiest
expressway in Michigan should be a
bigger threat to motorists than win-
ter weather.”

Please see BRIDGE, A2

Pair hopes petitions will
save 150-year-old tree

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

They know it's a last ditch effort.
However, two Plymouth residents are
attempting to convince the developers
of the Wilcox property in downtown
Plymouth that nature needs to be pre-
served.

Cheryl Bord and Bruce Richard have
begun a petition drive to save the 150-
year-old Copper Beech tree that cur-
rently sits on the 2.5 acres which is
destined to become home to a condo-

When D&P Ventures of Detroit pro-
posed a seven-story structure to be
built on the land, the plans included
saving the tree and the Wilcox home.
However, as the city’s planning com-
mission began forcing D&P Ventures
to lower the height of the project,
developers Stan Dickson and Tom
Pomarolli announced they would save
the house if the project were scaled
back, but not the tree, because of eco-
nomic considerations.

I love nature and trees, and what a

shame Mvrw historical
hndnn:!:i‘im o‘hvopd-

Bord is a volunteer for the Matthei
Botanical Gardens and the Nichols
Arboretum, two University of Michigan
facilities that work closely with educat-
ing school groups.

“I don’t think the developers are
interested in the historical aspect of

It has a lot of life left in it.”

Richard, who has teamed with Bord
to try to save the second oldest Copper
Beech tree in Michigan, admits it will
be a tough challenge.

“T've been a friend of (former owner)
Jack Wilcox for several years, so this is
a passionate plea to save the tree,” he
said. “Because of its age and senti-
ment it should be saved. I don't know
much about economics, but something
should be done to the tree.”

Richard said he's been in contact
with Julia Wilcox Sanderson, the sister
of Jack Wilcox, who died last June.

for the tree and house

tions being ciroulated. I don't know if

it will save the tres, but we have to put
up a fight." 7

7oe
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City seeks
help in
hiring
manager

BY ToNY BR TO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The Plymouth city commission has
decided to take another route in find-
ing a city manager to fill the job which
has been vacant since last July.

Commissioners voted unanimonsly
Monday night to hire the Michigan
Municipal League as a consuléing
agency, to find more finalists for ¢om-
missioners to interview. <

The move comes seven months after
former city manager Dave Rich
resigned, and weeks after four final-
ists interviewed by the commission
decided not to take the job.

“We had great success doing it &s a
committee of the whole last time
{when hiring Rich),” said Mayor Pro
Tem Colleen Pobur. “We were confi-
dent in that process because it worked
for us.

“It’s a much different labor market
now, and circumstances are a little bit
different, so now this is the right thing
for us to do at this point in the pro-
cess,” she said.

“We learned from our mistakes, a

ﬁem see

Thief can’@
spoil skating

“competition

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe. homecomm.net

The Plymouth Skating Club’s Gems
on Ice teams left Saturday for the Mid-
western skating championships in St.
Louis. The team consists of more than
80 girls who practice at the Com-
puware Sports Arena in Plymouth
Township.

However, members of the 21-mem-
ber intermediate skating group hope
their trip and competition won’t be
ruined by someone who stole their cos-
tumes.

“We discovered that 10 of the 21 cos-
tumes were stolen from the car of one
of the managers last Saturday in the
Plymouth area,” said director and
coach Carrie Brown. “Along with the
costumes, there were 42 pairs of tights
and 21 hairpieces taken. We're talk-
ing about a total of nearly $2,500.”

Please see UNIFORMS, A4

Fan-tastic

Look up here:
Cassady Wil-
son-Klap-
perich of Ann
Arbor, 3,
watches the
Plymouth
Whalers
mascot and
hopes for one
of the free T
shirts that
were being
flung into
the crowd
during an
intermission
in the
Whalers
recent game
against the
Erie Otters
at Com-
puware
Arena.
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Bridge from page Al

MDOT last inspected the

bridge in August, according to
Morosi.

"We found deterioration of
abutments on the bridge on the
side, Morosi said. It wasn't a
safety issue then.

MIDOT moved the Ann Arbor
Road bridge up the inspection
time schedule with another
inspection scheduled this
August. "We have 10,000
bridges in the state,” Morosi
saw.

MDOT will continue to inves-
ligation the situation, Morosi
Said.

Workn,en who examined the
other side of the bridge Monday
reiterated traffic can travel safe-
ly, Morosi said.

A "countlry,s number of fae-
tors"” could have caused the
problem, some attributed to the
weather, he said.

Some concrete fell ott the
underside of the deck, explained
Michael Sanders, an MDOT area
intlintenance engineer.

Though Wayne County
cleaned up the mess and evalu-
ated the situation Sunday to
prevent further problems, Roach
pointed out routine bridge

I,HI'unacceptab
the -cond busiest

exp,euway In Michig-

shoukl beab4ger
thriat to motollits

than wint- weather.'

Thaddeus MeCotter

-State senator

inspections don't fall under the
county's jurisdiction.

'This is not a county bridge,”
Roach said. "The county is not
responsible. Clearly. inspections
like that are the function of
MDOT. I'rn getting calls from
the media asking, 'When was
the last time the county inspect-
ed that bridge?"

Fullowing report of the inci-

dent at about 2:30 p.m. Sunday.
some southbound lanes of I-275

were closed from about 3 to 5
pm

The freeway was never com-
pletely closed, said Michigan
State Police Sgt. David Robert-
son. "It was backed up for

awhile,” he said.
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Party team looks for building

When Plymouth-Canton seniors get to the 2001 Senior Party at
the end of the school year, they're likely to find a nicely decorated
room in which to celebrate.

As long as the committee charged with providing the decora-
tions can find a building in which to work. This year, the commit-
tee, which traditionally works out of a separate building to build
the decorations for the party, is having trouble finding a home.

I'his year, we are having trouble finding a building to work
in," said Linda Bedard, chairman of the decorating committee.
-We have no budget, and are working solely with donations.-

Businesses have agreed to rent, but without a budget such a
rental would be prohibitive for the committee.

Anyone with space to donate, or who wants to make cash dona-
tions, should call Bedard, (7341 455-2616.

GEMS conference looms

The ninth-annual Plymouth-Canton Mathematics and Science
Conference for middle school girls and their parents, *Your
Future's So Bright," is set for Saturday, March 17 at 8 a.m. at
Plymouth Canton 1ligh School.

Funded by the American Association of University Women,
grant funds and registration fees, GEMS promotes interest and
involvement in mathematics and science for middle school girls
and their parents. Middle school girls who are students in the
Plymouth-Canton community are eligible to attend when accom-
panied by a parent or adult family member. Enrollment is limit-
ed and registration will be on a first-come basis. Middle school
boys are also invited to attend.

Cost is $6 per participant ($12 for one student/one parent or
guardian). Deadline for registration is Feb. 14 in the Curriculum
Center. 1024 S. Mill St., Plymouth.

For more information, call Liz VVartanian Gibbs, (734) 416-
3005

New Morning open house

New Morning School in Plymouth hosts a Student
Museum/Open House Sunday from 2 to 4:30 p.m. New family dis-
cussions occur at 3:30.

Teachers and parents will be on 1¥nd to answer questions and
share experiences. New Morning is a state-licensed, certified par-
ent cooperative covering preschool through eighth grade.

Interested people can call the school, ( 734) 420-3331 or e-mail
to newmonring@ mediaone.net. For more information, visit the
school's Web site, www.newmorning school.org.
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Manager ,ompagea

I think we need some profession-
al advice a, to what adequate
compensation iC said Commis-
sioner Sean Fit:Gerald. We
have to take a look at what we're
paying. We owe it to the citizens
of Plymouth to be competitive in
hiring this executive.-

Commissioner Bill Graham
said, "I would have preferred to
go this way from the get-go."

The seven-member commis-
sion began receiving applica-
tions for the job last August, and
started interviewing in Novem-
ber. Commissioners several
times came to agreement on a
consensus candidate; however,
none of those interviewed
received the full backing of all
seven commissioners.

K Joseph Young, city manag-
er of Hazel Park, became a con-
sensus candidate. He declined
the city's matching offer of
$84,400, electing instead to stay
in Hazel Park.

Michael Cain, former city
manager of Fenton, interviewed
knowing he didn't have the
backing of the entire commis-
sion.

Tree from page Al

railroad freight car from a
Chicago nursery in 1905. From
there it was planted on the prop-
erty.

"All the children who played
on it were instructed to stay
away from the tree 80 as not to
destroy the sensitive bark,"” she
said. "It's a special jewel to be
enjoyed, and | urge attention to
its preservation.”

Sanderson said she was
assured by Pomarolli at her
brother's funeral last summer
that the tree would remain a
part of their development.

N talked to Mr. Pomarolli and
he said 'of course we want to
save the Copper Beech tree,' and
| thanked him," added Sander-

She suggested building an out-
side atrium 80 the tree can

Calvin Teague, former admin-

istrator of Van Buren Townabhip,
was the third consensus candi-

date. He withdrew afler it w.
revealed there were Borne crimi-
nal charges m his background.

Ana Michael Overton, city
manager of Roosevelt Park,
Mich., appeared interested in
the job finally offered to him
after a couple of interviews.
However, he declined the ofYer
by sending city offcials a letter
explaining what they were doing
wrong.

Commissioner David Byers
believes the city has been hurt
by not having a full-time city
manager on the payroll.

*The city manager, as well as
the mayor, are the two primary
leaders of the city," said Byers.

It has not been provided over
the last 12 months, since my
term on the commission. And, |
don't think we're going to get
that until we get a city manager
on board, until we take a fresh
look at how we operate. and try
to identify why we haven't had
that direction of leadership, and
take some steps to get that.

Pltchl
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"The Copper Beech is my bucke
favorite tree,” said Zelazny. *I
think it's important to try and Whe
save the tree: however, a lot will plant i
depend on how sensitive the root used t
system would be to disturbance emplo,
during construction. However, | plant i
do believe the developer should . a mode
prove to us why he can't save the -1 bi
tree."” here.”
Bord and Richard will present 1 charge

remain a part of the property, their petitions to the planning « operatl

and registering it as an historic commission at its Feb. 14 meet-
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