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Cops, fire among possible city cuts

mdicated the city could save
$225,000 1n reduced mumcipal
services operations by

M Reducing the leaf pickup
schedule

YoLuMe 118 Numaer 19

through Friday, with no provi-
sions for overtime

M Elimmating summer con-
ceris in Kellogg Park

B Limiting special events to

Proposal 1 goes down to defeat
According to a list given by
City Manager Paul Sincock to
cornmissioners, nearly three-
quarters of the monetary cuts

Reduced leaf pickup and cuts
1 snow removal, police and fire
services — even special events
1 Kellogg Park — could be the
end result 1f voters dont

allow city commusstoners to
raise property taxes from the
current 11 nmulls to a maximum
15 mulls 1n each of the next
three years Plymouth city com-

Culture grants

St John's Episcopal
Church was one of the
beneficiaries when
Michigan's Arts and
Humantties Touring
Program announced
grants this week.

The program, funded
by the Michigan
Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs, con-
sists of a wide variety
of cultural programs
ranging from school
assembly musical per-
formances to library
storyteilers “I'm
pleased our local
schools and churches
recejved this much-
deserved cultural
funding,” said state
Sen. Bruce Patterson
{R-Canton), who
announced the grants.
“This money will be
used to educate our
young children and
open their minds to a
diverse selection of
music, theater and
comedy " The program
awarded a total of
$40,248 to 351 pro-
grams statewide

Poetry slam

Chalk up a big suc-
cess for the Plymouth
District Library

More than 60 teens
from across western

Wayne County took
part in last week's
Poetry Slam at the
library The event was
emceed by Jeff Kass,
founder of Ann Arbor
Youth Poetry, who said
of the competition,
“It's more about the
poetry than the

points " The event fea-
tured love poetry,
social commentary,
comedy and personal
confessions

Hall of Fame

The Plymouth
Evening Kiwams Club
and the Plymouth
Community Chamber
of Commerce are
seeking nominees to
the Plymouth Hall of
Fame Deadline for
nominations i1s Dec 1
Background informa-
tion to support noms-
nations is helpful
Nominations are being
accepted at the cham-
ber, 386 § Main, fax
(734) 453-1724. For
more information, call
(734) 453-1540

approve a millage increase on nussioners will be forced to

Tuesday’s general election bal- evaluate personnel and service

Jot cuts to the tune of $1 2 milion
Proposal 1, if approved, will for the 2004-05 fiscal year if

could come from reductions in
the police, fire and public works
departments

In the August memo, Sincock

N Limiting snow removal

overtime to magor streets only

B Scheduling residential

snow removal for only Monday

the Fall Festival, Ice Festival
and Art 1n the Park — only if

PLEASE SEE CUTS, A6

Program
becoming
tradition

Scarecrows are
family event

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Of course the scarecrows displayed
m Kellogg Park mclude the requisite
witches and goblins to commemo-
rate the Halloween season

But they also mclude a wide van
ety of costumes, put together using
the wit and 1magination displayed by
the two dozen or so individuals,
groups or orgamzations who took
advantage of the program, an
ncreasingly popular event spon-
sored every year by the Plymouth
Community Chamber of Commerce

Its the fourth year of a program
which this year saw 22 scarecrows go
up 1 a program umgquely Plymouth

‘I’s one of the unique things that
makes Plymouth so special, said
chamber executive director Fran
Toney ‘ The people really get into 1t,
and it shows They are so adorable
We can see people walking back and
forth looking at them all day long

The scarecrows go up 1n early
October, and remain mn the park
through Halloween weekend The
chamber provides the straw, and a
sign announcing the decorator The

¥

PLEASE SEE SCARECROWS, A6

Three-year-old Sophia and 6-year-old Emily Weyer of Canton were excited o look at the different scare-
crows on display in downtown Plymouth

Budget
maintains
millages

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth Township Police
Department will get a hittle extra
leadership, the township’s fund
balance will grow a httle larger
and residents will pay the same
general operating millage rate as

budget Tuesday

The board voted 4-3 to pass a
$12 7 million budget that includes
projected revenues that exceed
projected expenditures by some
$59,000 According to township
officials, 1t’s the first time since
1983 that a budget has happened

The vote established the town-
ships millage rates at the same
level as last year 0O 8173 each for
general operating and fire operat-
1ng, and 1 6348 for police and fire
That leaves the township’s total
general fund millage rate at
32694

The measure also includes a 2-
percent hike 1n the law enforce-
ment budget that will be spent
largely on personnel Chief Tom
Tidermgton will be allowed to cre-
ate a second heutenant’s position,
a job that would include the
supervision of the township’s com-
mumecations staff

Under the proposed organiza-
tional chart, the police depart-
ment would have two heutenants
who would divide supervisory
responsibilities over the

PLEASE SEE BUDGET, AS

Friends recall woman's spirit

Plymouth-
Canton Schools
special educa-
tion paraprofes-
sional — she
affected them
all 1n some way
because of her

Cycle crash claims
woman ‘with tons
of energy’

It’s not often that someone

makes an 1mpact on theives of  poyer e kind and giving
family, friends, colleagues — sput
just about everyone they com-~ ‘Lor1 was a tiny lady wath

ng mnto contact with tons of energy, sparkling eyes
But to those who knew Lon and always a smile, remem-

Rotellim — a Northville bered Ann Kuhn, principal at

Township resident and Farrand Elementary, where

Rotellim’s son Joey, 15, and
daughter Marissa, 13, attended
school “She was never without
asmile”

Rotelliny, 41, and her hus-
band Joe were riding their
Harley Danidson motorcycle on
Haggerty Road Sunday after-
noon when a car crossed mn
front of them

‘They were riding south-
bound on Haggerty (south of
Fight Mile) when an 80-year-

PLEASE SEE ROTELLINI, AS

Blood drive

Helen Cole (left) of Garden City finishes giving blood as RN Pam Cirocco
assists her The Red Cross Bloodmobile was at the U S, post office in
Plymouth Township Tuesday Comcast and the post office co sponsored the

drive
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American Profile

Kory Koontz has battled diabetes
but t basn't kept him from becom
Ing @ competitive rodeo team roper
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CLASS REUNION ’ NUTCRACKER PERFORMANCE I s rI c a s ®
'The Plymouth Canton In the long-standing hohday
and Plymouth Salem Classes tradition, the Plymouth
of 1993 are having their 10- Symphony Orchestra joins 0 u n a a “ ce

year reumon Friday, Nov
28 at Burton Manor i
Livona.

For more information, e-
mail cantonsalem1993 @hot-
mail com

CHARITY TRICK-OR-TREATING

The Student Council of
Farrand Elementary and the
children of Farrand are partici-
pating 1n the Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF this Halloween

In addition to the traditional
candy hunt that mght, stu-
dents will also be collecting
¢hange, hoping to raise a total
of $1,000

Community members who
would like to donate the
money directly through the
school may do so by calling
Student Council Leader Chris
Hammond, (734) 420-7100

CIDER AND DONUTS

The staff at Independence
Village 1s throwing 1ts doors
open with an 1nmvitation to have
hot cider and donuts and gud-
ed tours of the retirement
community, located on
Northville Road i Plymouth

The event takes place
tonight (Thursday) from 5 30-
6 30 p m Visitors will be able
to enter to win a prize
Indepedence Village features
an activities calendar, and
apartment homes with all the
ameniiles

It's located at 14707
Northwlle Road

For more mformation, call
(800) 803-5811

MERIT SCHOLARS

Seven students from the
Plymouth-Canton Educational
Park were named National
Ment Scholarship program
semifinalists

Canton High School seniors

omas Constantine; Patricia
Nelson, Panin Ofori-Mensa,
Kirsten Schmitt and Mimu Yao,
and Salem seniors Nicholas
White and Gao Yang, rank in
the top 1 pereent of their peers
across the nation

Canine hired

Buster, the new residence dog at Brighton Gardens, takes a break from his
new dutses fo get some attention from Sunrise Sentor Living employee
Madelona Sackrison Buster was hired to give residents of Brighton Gardens,
an assisted living facihty, the ability and joy of interacting with a pet without
having to shoulder the burden of ownership Buster is a 6-year-old colfie-

spaniel mix

The program has named
some 16,000 academically tal-
ented high school seniors as
semifinahists They now have
an opportunity to advance 1n
the competition for 8,000
Merit Scholarship Awards
(about $32 mullion) to be
offered 1n Spring 2004

GARDEN CLUB

The Woman's National Farm
and Garden Club 1s taking
orders for fresh greens, includ-
g wreaths, roping, door
swags and mixed greens

Delivery will be made
Monday, Nov 24

To place an order, call JoAnn
Harreld, (734) 455-4224, or
Karen Horton, (734) 207-
0563

LEWIS PRODUCTION

The First United Methodist
Church of Plymouth presents
“From Narnia, With Love,
Mark McPherson’s dramatiza-
tion of C S Lews’ spirttual
journey from atheism to
Chrnistianity at 7 p m Saturday,
Nov 1

McPherson, an author and
performer, has created a range
of historical figures for stages
throughout the United States,
Canada and Great Britain His
performances have inciuded
characters such as Winston

1Y

Teddy Roosevelt

Tickets are $10 for adults, $7
for seniors and students, with a
farmly package available for
$25

First United Methodist 1s
located at 45201 N Territonal
For more information, call
(734) 453-5280

JAZZERCISE VISIT

Jud1 Sheppard Missett,
founder of Jazzercise, will
be m Plymouth Saturday,
Nov 1, toattend a district
meeting with 130 istructors
from three states and raise
funds for the Karmanos
Cancer Institute of Plymouth
and the Katherine Prince
Foundation

The fund-raiser starts at
6 30 p m, with more than 200
Jazzercise enthusiasts expetted
to attend

Participants are donating
money to raise funds, 1n order
to have the opportumty to take
a class with Missett

“We're thrilled to have Jud1
comung to Plymouth,” saxd
local Jazzercise instructor
Frances Farrell

‘Jazzercise classes have been
available in the
Plymouth/Canton area for 11
years, but having the founder
m town 1s a rare treat for our
students”

For local Jazzercise class

Churchuill, Charles Dickens and .iformation, call the Jazzercise

QEOB155919

Fami%are Solutions

o ww o

Powntown Plymouth
233 S Man Street

We rzmde personalized services to nie your
Jamilies omecare needs together

Call us for customized s ‘Wéﬁ;
» Gift Baskets The p:;j;mi"’!:w
o Catering the T seust

Spectalizing in the placement of
qualified professionals for

s Nanny Care
o Elderly Care
o Hotise Managers
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For more mformation coll (734) 459-693
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Fitness Center, (734) 416-5527
The center 1s located at 250 N
Mam mn Plymouth

with the Plymouth-Canton
Ballet and the Plymouth
Canton Educational Park
Madrigal Singers to present
the classic fairy tale,
Tchatkovsky's Nutcracker
Ballet

The classic story will be pre-
sentedat1lam and 4 30pm
Saturday, Dec 6,andat2pm
Sunday, Dec 7 at Salem High
School Auditorium, 46181 Joy
Road, Canton Admussion 1s
$18 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren

Following the matinee per-
formances, the Plymouth
Symphony League will host the
Sugar Plum Tea in the cafete-
na Tea tickets are also avail-
able at $5

These dehghtful perform-
ances are made possible
through the generous support
of the Plymouth Symphony
League, and the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the
Arts

Groups of 10 or more receive
a 10-percent discount For
tickets, season subseriptions or
more information, contact the
Symphony Office at (734) 451-
2112 or at plymouthsympho-
ny@aol com

Tickets are also available at
the following outlets Crystal
Diamond Setters in Plymouth,
Dearborn Music in Canton,
Evola Music in Canton, or
through the Plymouth Canton
Baliet Company

MARTIAL ARTS CLASSES

East West Martial Arts offers
a free month of traiming as part
of an academic scholarship
program

Any child between the
ages of 5 and 15 with a
progress report average of a
“B” or better can receive one
month free martial arts classes
at East West Patrons may
bring a copy of the progress
report to East West Martial
Arts, 521 Ann Arbor Road in
Plymouth

For more information call
(734) 414-7789 or visit the
Web site, www eastwestmar-
tialarts com/CHILDREN/inde
x him

BARNETT

== Roofing and Siding Inc, =
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer
Duro-Last Master Ehte Award Winner

Professional Roofer Advisory Council
Family Taking Care of Families for Over 40 Years!

41700 Michigan Ave * Canton « 734-397-8122

Register To
WIN Over $5,000
In Fabulous
Prizes!

WE ACCEPT:
Cash/Check
MC/Visa/AMEX
Discover

Financing
12 Months Same
As Cash! wac

Anniversary

Despite tough economic
times, the Plymouth-Canton
School district added $1 9 mul-
lion to 1ts fund balance, giving
1t a general fund savings
account of nearly $15 2 million

The ending balance doesn't
mclude another $5 7 mithon in
Durant funds, a one-time
award from the state for not
properly funding special edu-
cation programs

It’'s the third year in 2 row —
despite opening three new
schools and facing budget
shortfalls — that the district
has mereased 1ts fund balance

The year-end audit of the
district’s finances for the 2002-
03 school year was given to the
Board of Education by the
auditing firm of Plante &
Moran at Tuesday’s board
meeting

“We could not have done this
without the help of our budget
managers, who took to heart
the financial concerns of the
district, said Patricia Brand,
executive director of business
services “It’s due to this that
we're gomng to be able to sur-
vive longer’

Survival has become the
name of the game for school
districts statewide Last year,
Gov Jennifer Granholm issued
an executive order which
resulted m a $900,000 loss to
the district And, with the
state facing another billion-
dollar budget deficit, there are
rumors foundation grants
could be reduced by as much as
$200 per pupil

‘ There's been much discus-
sion all over the state on the
financial predicament of the
state,” said Brand ‘At this
pownt 1n time, the numbers are
floating on an every day basis
Michigan has lagged behind
the general economy”

The increase in fund balance
1s the rosy part of the picture
According to Brand, if state
funding remains the same, and
Plymouth-Canton continues to
see 1mcreases 11 student popu-
lation, the district will still see
a budget shortfall of nearly
$1 5 milhon by next June

And, projecting to the end of
the 2006-07 budget year, the

district will be more than $24
million n the red

Brand said other districts are
fighting the same problem,
including Bloomfield Halls
with a $15 milhon deficit pro-
jection and Royal Oak at $10
miilion over the same pertod

School officials say that with
97 pereent of the district’s rev-
enue comng from the state,
and 90 percent of expenses m
personnel, 1t’s difficult to plan
ahead 1n tough economic
times

“It’s hard when revenues are
frozen, or gomg lower, and
costs are going up,” saxd
Superintendent Jim Ryan
“Some tougher times are com-
g due to the economy”

Ryan said the $15 2 mallion
fund balance can erode very
quickly

“I will be recommending to
the board to use more fund
balance to protect the pro-
grams we have left,” he saad “I
don’t believe there are any
good cuts left to make No
matter what you do now, 1t’s
going to hurt and impact edu-
cation”

Ryan indicated 1t will take
larger cuts, stich as transporta-~
tion or athletics, to make an
impact on future budgets

“We'll continue with spend-
ng control as much as we can,
but I think the board will rely
on fund balance more than
ever to get through better eco-
nomic times,” he saxd

Ryan said using a new chesel
fuel that burns better in dis-
trict vehicles, cell tower rev-
enue and the possibility of
estabhishing the district’s own
telephone system are mnova-
tive attempts to raise revenues
and save on costs

Board president Judy
Mardigian said she expects the
state’s economy to turn around,
but 1s still looking at adding
more money to the fund bal-
ance

“If we could go into next year
with a hittle bit more added to
the fund balance, that would
be very helpful,” sad
Mardrgian, “especially if the
state hands us a reduction 1n
the foundation grant this year”
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Plymouth Observer ~ Publication NO USPS 436-360, 36251
Schooicraft Road, Livoma, Michigan, 1s a subsidiary of
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Michigan 48150 Subscription rates $51 per year — delivered by
newspaper carrier In-County Mail Rates are $72 95 per year
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Join Our

FOOD DRIVE to benefit the

CANTON GOOD FELLOWS

ELEGANCE

FINE JEWELRY

6018 Canton Center Rd.

® Canton, Ml 48187

*Sale excludes loose diamonds & special orders
Return this ad for 1,000 Free Diamond Points

good towards Winning Fabulous Jewelry Prizes!
Limit 1 Ad per day per entrant. Expires 11/5/03

& You Can WIN A
FABULOUS PRIZE!

SALE HOURS:
Monday thru Saturday
9:30 AM to 6:00 PM
Thursdays
Open til 8:00 PM
Closed
Sundays!
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