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Gibraltar cops
investigating
campaign flap

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Gibraltar police are investi-
gating whether a campaign
employee of Sen. Bruce
Patterson (R-Canton
Township) illegally removed
signs of Democratic chal-
lenger Mark Slavens on
Sunday.

Police are also investigat-
ing alleged confrontations by
Patterson with a Gibraltar
woman and her boyfriend
that reportedly ensued.

The parties involved agree
there were shouting matches
and foul language involved.
But that’s where the similari-
ties end. How many encoun-
ters and who started them is
a matter of contention, which
Gibraltar Police Chief Lehr is
attempting to sort out.

According to 27-year-old

Amy Brittain of Gibraltar,

* and her 32-year-old
boyfriend Steve Sorge of
Maumee, Ohio, the couple
was on their way to lunch
when they noticed a man
removing Slavens’ signs near-
West Jefferson at Gibraltar
roads.

“When I confronted him,
he dropped the signs and
ran,” Brittain said. “About a
half-mile down the road, we
saw a green van with the
same kid who was taking

~down the Slavens signs. We '
drove up, Patterson got out of
the vehicle and came over to
the passenger side of the
truck and leaned inside,

screaming at me, callingmea -

‘dumb b----"

The pair say they drove off,
and pulled into a nearby sub-
division. A few moments
later, Brittain said Patterson’s
van pulled in front of their
truck, keeping it from driving
away, with Patterson once: -
again getting out.

“He repeated ‘dumb b----
more times than I can
remember,” Brittain said.
“And, he tried to bait my
boyfriend, saying, ‘Are you
the big man trying to protect
the little girl?”

Sorge said he told Brittain
three times to get'into the
truck so they could leave.

“This guy just scared me,”
Sorge said. “She’s a small girl,
and I thought he was going
to kill her. I slammed the
- truckinto reverse and got out

of there” -

. Patterson — whose version

is much different — said he
was filling the gas tank of his
rented van while his cam-

- paign aid went inside the -
convenience store when he -
heard a woman screaming.

“I hear this voice saying,

PLEASE SEE PATTERSON, A5

What do you think about
this story?
‘E-mail your responsesto @
; bkadrlch@hometownhfe com.
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Derek Vermeulen (Ieft) and his dad, Jlm (blowing the bubble) of Plvmouth were among Detroit Tigers fans who streamed into
the streets of Detroit after their team completed the sweep of the Oakland A's in the Amencan League Championship Series.

Piease see page A13 for more photos.

‘A dream come true’

Local fans burn witb Tiger World Series fever

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

With base runners on first and second and two
out in the bottom of the ninth and Magglio Ordonez
up to bat, Jim Vermeulen on Saturday had his sights
on the possible game-winning hit that would propel
the Detroit Tigers into the World Series for the ﬁrst
time since 1984.

“I had my digital camera and I'said to ‘myself, ‘I m
going to get a picture of the game-winning hit,” -
remembered Vermeulen of Plymouth Townslnp,
who had fourth-row seats along the left field line.
“The fans were swinging their white towels, and
when Magglio hit the ball, I didn’t even see the
actual swing. I heard the crack (of the bat) and the

crowd go crazy. I looked to left field and the ball was \' ‘

going into the stands. The whole place erupted.

“It was pretty awesome, like a dream come true,”
said Vermeulen, a funeral director. “I just hope we
can finish and take care of business.”

- Vermeulen said he’s had season tickets to
Comerica Park since 2000, the yéar the new stadium
opened, and has been to every playoff game thus far.

“Every family member I know — brother, sister
and cousins — keeps telling me, ‘Don’t forget about
me,” he said. “We had 20 people online or on the
phone trying to snag extra World Series tickets
(Monday), but we couldn’t get any.” '

Plymouth Realtor Nancy Baldwin was standing
and cheering in the left field stands when Ordonez’s
home run came heading toward her.

“I saw him swing, and it was like slow motion ...

eSS

The Detroit Tigers’ World Series run has
captured the spirit of our community -
and we'd like readers to share their sto-
ries of this thnllmg ride with their
nelghbors Write up your Tlgers
moments ‘whether it was snagging tickets to watch the
_game from inside or outsnde Comerica Park, celebratmg ‘
~with family and friends in your decorated family room, or
“joining hundreds of strangers in-a pub to share the excite-
‘ment Send along a photo or two of the event. The more
' unique or touching your story, the better. We'll select from:
ms sent in and share them with readers in :
sues-of the Observer. Send your Tigers tales to .
radVKadnch at bkadnch@hometownhfe com

‘ :the ball « commg at us,” Baldwin said. “We were sitting
- about nine rows behind where the home run landed.

e moment it hit, people were screaming. There

were grown men crying and jumping up and down.

- “It was unbelievable, somethmg Lwill never for--

* get the rest of my life.”

- For those who didn’t have t1ckets many Watched
the game at area bars and restaurants, including -
Doyle’s Tavern in Plymouth, where business was - .
good during the game that propelled the Tigers 1nto
the World Series. .
“There was standing room only owner J ohn

Doyle said. “When Ordonez hit the homer, the

whole place exploded It was crazy

£

State shuts,
doors on
care center

" BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

While a Canton foster mother faces a felony mur-
der trial in the death of her 2-year-old foster daugh-
ter, the child care center where the girl spent much of
her time has now been closed amid allegations center
officials did not report signs of physical abuse.

State officials Monday ordered Childtime Learning
Center in Plymouth to close its doors, suspendmg its
license and announcmg an intent to seek revocation
as aresult of “a recent 1nvest1gatlon ofa complalnt
regarding the day care center””

 The complaint, made by former Childtime teacher l@
Cher Majeske, involved the center’s failure to report

what Majeske said were signs of abuse on 2-year-ol
Allison Newman. Majeske claims she told her super=
visor, who did not report the abuse to the state.
Allison Newman died Sept. 22 at Michigan Mott
Children’s Hospital. The Wayne County medical
examiner ruled the cause of death as head trauma.

* Allison’s foster mother, Carol Poole, has been chargeo é

with felony murder, child abuse and involuntary
manslaughter in the case.

State Department of Human Serv1ces spokes-
woman Maureen Sorbet wouldn’t comment further
on the state’s actlon citing the ongomg nature of the
case. -

“There are a number of reasons for such an action,”
she said of the center’s closing. “Generally, it’s done to
protect the children being cared for at the child care
center.”

State records show the center has had other prob~
lems. An employee was disciplined following a
January complaint the staff member picked up a 3-
year-old girl by the arm, causing an injury. The center
was also investigated for having too many children
being cared for by too few employees. Records show
corrective action was taken by facility management. -

Childtime officials said they conducted an internal
investigation into Majeske’s claims, but found no evi-
dence to substantiate them. In a statement released
by Childtime, officials said they are cooperatmg with
the state.

“Childtime is committed to providing a safe envi-
ronment and quality care to all of the children we
serve,” officials said. “The children are our top priori-
ty so we are taking the necessary steps to reopen our
Plymouth location so that we can continue providing

" the high level of care that our families are accus-

tomed to.”
Sorbet said the center could appeal. If an appeal is -
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~ Plymouth High School's Nicole Ambrose and Nate Ghoiston,
_Salem's Andrea Spohn and J:P. Truesdell and Canton's

~ queens. Not pictured is Canton High's King, Eric Stanko.

' ‘ . BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPER
Royal subjects

Alyssa Johnson are this year's local homecoming kings and
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Libra ry Computers - make this move and restore this uted 8,000 Voter Guides to Also distributed were Voter Voters are urged to pick up Additionally, the club will
' S -service as quickly as possible. public libraries in the area. Guides produced by the NW both Guides for complete elec- offer decorated mini-pump-
As part of the Library reno- Check with the library for = - Each library was given aset of ~“Wayne County League which tion information. The League . kins, potted bulbs and garden

vation, the public computers
will not be available'starting .
Oct. 18. The computers,
which were housed on the .
Library's lower level, will be
moved to a new location up on .
the third floor.

The library staff hopes to

T

PLymMouTH
w 500 S. Harvey

(734) 453-1200

updates through (734) 453-
0750, Ext. 4, or on-line at ply-
mouthlibrary.org

Voter guides

The League of Women
Voters of Northwest Wayne
County has recently distrib-

COMMUNITY T

Voter Guides produced by the
League of Women Voters of

Michigan, which contain non- -
* partisan candidate informa-

tion about the statewide candi-
dates as well as pro and con
positions about the five ballot

proposals. :

» Accounts insured to $350,000

cover candidates for State
Senate, State House of
Representatives, Wayne

. County Executive, Wayne
" County Commission, Wayne

County Probate Court, the 3rd

‘Circuit Court and District

Courts.

Discover how easy itis to build your savings with Community
Financial's new insured Flex Certificate. We've set. the
rate, now you decide the term! It's that simple. '

« You pick the term; from 90 days to 5 years

* Friendly, professional service at an office near you

Thinking forward. Banking right.

CANTON

6355 N. Canton Center

(877) 937-2328 toll free

- NORTHVILLE
400 E. Main

Call or stop by a Commuhity Financial office today!

www.cfcu.org

"Novi
43350 Arena Dr.

Community Financial. Select from any

*The 5.61% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) requires an active éheckingvaccount and s available on deposits of $1,000 or more with new money not currently on deposit at
. "traditional” term certificate from 90 days to 5 years. Rates effective 10/02/06. Rates cannot be combined with any other bonus rate offer
and are subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal, fees, if any, may reduce eamings. ‘ ) :

NCUA Your savings federally insured to $100,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, an agency of the U.S. Government. IRAs are insured to $250,000 by the »
NCUA. ESa Your savings also privately insured up to an additional $250,000 by Excess Share Insurance Corporation (ESI). ESl is a sub

sidiary of American Share Insurance.
. POF OEG84772682

of Women Voters is a non-par-
tisan organization which never
supports or opposes any politi-
cal party or candidates. Both
Voter Guides are also available
on the League’s Web siteat
www.lwvnww.org,.

Phoenix Mill fund-raiser

The Phoenix Mill Women’s
Museum’s third-annual Spa
Pampering event takes place
5:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct.
26 at Burton Manor, 27777
Schoolcraft in Livonia.

Those attending can get a .
back massage, hand massage,
hand-waxing and mini-facials,
as well as do some shopping.
The $25 ticket cost covers all
pampering and a light repast

B plus door prizes and a shop-

ping bag. A silent auction will
be conducted, and donations

- will be accepted. - ,

All proceeds go to the per-
manent women’s history exhib-

- it at the Plymouth Historical -

Museum, as well as for the
Women’s History Educational
Program.

Checks made payable to
Phoenix Mill Women’s

 Museum can be mailed to Pat

Harris, 42518 Schoolcraft,
Plymouth, MI 48170. For more
information, call Lyn Bankes,
('734) 522-0227. :

“Garden Club greens sale

Members of the Plym'(_)uthk

‘Garden Club will take orders

Oct. 21 and Oct. 28 for the -
club’s holiday greens, including
wreaths, roping, bows, door
swags, centerpieces and mixed
greens to be delivered to buy-
ers’ homes the week of Nov.

20.

gloves at the Market.

The club will also take ,
orders by phone through Nov.
13; call JoAnn at (734) 455-
4224. All profits support the
Plymouth Garden Club ,
Scholarships awarded to local

" high school students.
‘Shopping extravaganza

The Plymouth First United -
Methodist Church Shopping
Extravaganza takes place 10

.a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Nov.

11, 45201 North Territorial in_

Plymouth.

The $1 admission gets access
to vendors/crafters, a bake
sale, silent duction, prizes and
Bob’s Sloppy Joes. Proceeds to
benefit the Chancel Choir out-
reach tour.

Wedding workshop

The Meeting House grand
ballroom in Plymouth is the
site for a wedding workshop,

" “How to Plan Your Wedding in

90 Minutes,” . 6:30 p.m.

:Tuesday, Oct. 24.

A panel of experts will ,
answer questions ranging from
tips on making a wedding run
smoothly, avoiding the most
common wedding mishaps,
educating yourself to create a
stress-free wedding and saving
gas and time. '

Reservations in advance are
complimentary; tickets at the
door-cost $10. All couples
attending will get a free
engagement portrait. Light
refreshments and desserts will
be served. , .

The Meeting House is located
at 499 S. Main in Plymouth. For
reservations and more informa-
tion, call (734) 416-5100.

, Dbsecver
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‘Yo_ur" choice of Coconut
hrimp, Ribs, Prime Rib, or
Whitefish Almondine

Live Band
9:30pm-1:30am
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~ Musical showcase

InV|te gives marchers a chance to shme

BY DIANE HANSON
CORRESPONDENT

The bright, cool, fall day was
a welcome plus as more 6,000
band fans filled varsity stadium-
at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park Saturday for

the annual Great Lakes Band in action for free?
Invitational marching band
spectacular hosted by the The hometown champs

Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band and booster organization.
“This is one of our largest -

fun’d—raisers we have during
the year,” said booster presi-
dent Mark Stamper. “It allows
‘us to bring people into the
community that have never

been here before. It also allows

PHOTOS BY DIANE HANSON
Tuba players Matt Davrson (left).and Ryan Hoffman hit the fow notes during

- COMMUNITY PERFORMANCE

* Would you like to see the
Regional Championship
Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park Marching

will perform their award -
winning competition show,

“The Passion Within,” as a
gift to the community on
Saturday, Oct. 21 at 2 p.m.
on home turf.

us to showcase the Educational . Plymouth-Canton’s exhibition performance of “The Passion Within" while- Judy Mardigian; Plymouth
Park and our group.” _color guard member Emily Smith uses the violin as a prop on Saturday atthe  assistant principal Julie
The 29 competing high finale of the 30-band marchmg extravaganza at the Park: Kaminski; Kari Miller; and Dee

school marching bands hailed
from as far away as Portage

the help from the National

we stepped it up a notch from

Lundy, who presented the

Lundy trophy to the South Lyon

Observer & Eccentric | Thur‘sday, October 19, 2006

Parents and volunteers gaze heavenward as they release 187 black and yellow

Northern and Grand Rapids . Honor Society. ~ last week. We're getting our Marching Band for achieving balloons, each one representing a member of the Plymouth-Canton
Northview. Observer-area “We are very thankful for muscle memory down and itis  the hlghest score, '77.30, of all Educational Park Marching Band before their exhibition performance at their
bands included Farmington them,” he said. becoming habit to do it now.” 29 competing bands. own Great Lakes Invitdtional Saturday on home turf.

Harrison, second, and Redford
Thurston, third, in Flight III;
* Livonia Franklin, second in
Flight II; and Westland John
Glenn, seventh in Flight I.
Flight I schools have the
" largest student enrollment.
The nine-plus hours of col-
orful, choreographed, musical,
marching mastery was coordi-
nated for the second year by

The P-C Marching Band put
on another spectacular per-
formance of their award-win-
ning, 10-minute show, “The
Passion Within,” in exhibition
as hosts of the event.

Just before the beginning
note and the release of 187 yel-
low-and-black balloons repre-
senting each member of the
band, three red balloons were

Clarinetist Angela Ayoub, a
Plymouth senior, said, “We -
worked really hard today and I
think a lot of it showed up in
our performance.”

“They were definitely better;’
said Plymouth-Canton director
Marc Whitlock. “They were

cleaner and more detailed, but I -

think there is more room for

" emotional exploration. If we

Canton’s

Newest

Dermatologlst'

Karl and Suzanne Widak. released by Kari Millerand her ~ want the audience to feel chills, Welcome Ali A. Berry, M.D. to the Hamzavi Dermatology Family.
“We're sophomores now,” family in honor of her husband, "~ we have to feel it ourselves first” Hamzavi Dermatology has added a new location in Canton, on Haggerty
said Karl Widak, taking a 'L. John Miller, who passed away That’s something he thinks just south of Ford Road (inside the Haggerty Professional Plaza).

moment from overseeing the
multitude of band parents and
other volunteers running the

this year. Fondly known as “The
Apple Man,” Miller was well-

_known and loved for his many

will be evident in the next few
weeks, especially by the State
Championships Oct. 28 and

Ali A. Berry, M.D.

Accepting New Patients!

- show. “We filled 370 shifts with  years of unwavering supportof ~ the Grand National Our physicians, lltefat Hamzavi, M.D. and Ali A. Berry, M.D. accept most major insurances, including
volunteers. That's everything  the program and the kids whom  Championships in November. BCBS, Blue Care Network, Aetna, Care Choices, Preferred Choices, Cigna, HAP and more!
from tickets to people in the he supplied with bushels of “This is a different show for ’ Il ski d nail condi ludi R
kitchen, parking and security. apples after each competition. Plymouth,”said Salem senior clar- We speciaize in 2 skin, hair.and nail conditions including:

That’s probably the most nerve-  ~ Saturday’s performance was inetist Lindsay Gerst. ‘Tt is ahappy . Acne/Acne Scar Treatment , “Eczema * Psoriasis
wracking part of this job, get- considered Plymouth-Cantons  showand itkind of grows on you” + Allergic Rashes + Fillers * Rosacea
ting all those shifts filled.” best so far this year by director Award presenters for the + Botox + Pediatric Dermatology '+ Ring Worm
‘Widak had nothing but and students alike. evening included State Senator + Broken Blood Vessel Laser Therapy ~  Peels « Skin Cancer
ku(]ios for the boosters, espe- It Wwas amazing, Sa’.ld bari- Bruce Patterson; Plymoutrl— : + Dandruff/Seborrheic Dermatitus * Pigmented Lesions/Moles * Warts and many more!
cially the parents taking on tone section leader Michael Canton School Board president - :
more than one shift as Well as  Wells, a Salem junior. “I'think”  Barry Simescu and secretary - To schedule an appointment please call Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
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69:
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Dipped Large
Caramel

Apples

Assorted Varieties

2/$3 00

\ % [ Ernst Bretz Sxegerrebe
Beerenauslese '03

14,99-...

Sweet and rich with nice acidity.

Stmply wanderﬁd!

Tiger
Cheese

%3.99..

Chunk: only!
GO TIGERS!

 Hardys Stamp Serles
Cabernet Sauvi
Shiraz,
Chardonnay and
Shiraz Grenache

on,
Merlot,

Salad

*4.49.

Joes Homemade

Tuna-Pasta

R
Pal?%?galnago
Cheese

$12.99..

reat with Big Italian Reds.
Great on Pasta Grated!

o Double' Plays with
»Chuck & Daves
Fresh Salsa

~ Wh}te Corn
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\NJoe's Omgmf Hit a Home Run —‘ ?

Shop at Joe's Produce..... for a wide selectwn of fresh fruits

- 734-495-1506
 (evening & weekend appointments available)
Hamzavi Dermatology
49650 Cherry Hill Road, Suite 230, Canton &, 2050 Haggerty Road, Surte 120 Canton

OE8477326

“Todd A. Adelson, D.O.
Ophthalmology

Adelson Eye & Laser Center
215 E. Main St., Suite 202
Northvilte - 248-449-9292

Jenny R, Michaels, M.D.
Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation
Rehabititation Physicians, P.C.
.28455 Haggerty Road, Suite 200
Novi - 248-893-3200

Diana Lambie, D.O.
Plasndkeconstruttwe

) Surgery

27750 Mrddlebelt Road, Surte 150
) ;Farmrngton Hills - 248-476 -4000

Amy L. Opperer, D.O. ¢
Urology

Tn“County Urology, PC.
28711 W. Eight Mile Road, Suite B &
Livonia - 248-474-0144 .

- Jeffrey W. an M.D.
hysrca Medicine &

_Joanne'K. Schouten, Ph.D.
‘ Psycho&cgy

: eh br itation

) Mlchlgan‘Sports & Spine Center -
Beaver Suite 210

1819

28592 Orchard Lake Road, Surte 333
- Farmington Hrlls 248-563:9825

.and vegetables Joe's also offers a variety of domestic and imported
eese. Joe appreciates al omers. for. shoppmg :
s the renovatmg & constr'uctzon We will be open our

us. Farmmgton Road

o ’s Produce kL o
Ml 48152 www.;oesproduce.com (248) 477 433 '
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BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

21, to benefit the Leukemia
and Lymphomnia Society.
Organizers hope to raise some
$5,000, said spokesman Brad
Russell, who noted the success
~ of a similar fund-raiser at the
Roseville location where many

Lilley in Canton Monday, Oct.
- 23. The restaurant will be at
" 42089 Ford in the space for-
merly occupied by Blockbuster.
To introduce people to the
restaurant, a fund-raiser will
be held 5-9 p.m. Saturday, Oct.

Hungry? You may want to
know that bd’s Mongolian Grill
is opening its eighth metro
area restaurant on Ford east of -

New eatery stirs up s‘ucceSS on Ford Road

4’@:; Bus ﬁ@%i@&g@ N@ @ayﬁﬁa@ﬂ%s until 2007.

Key BusmessLease offers 100% fmanomgLSO you can increase your productivity WIth
new, state-of- the- art equlpment without hindering your cash flow.

Key Bus‘inessLease-features: ‘
“ Flexible payment structure
“No fees

“ Possible tax benefits

¢ Interest rate deduction of .5%**

To Iéarn more about your leasing options, visit your local KeyCenter,
call 1-888-KEY4BIZ or go to Key.com/smallbjz,

KeyBank

%
o '3
5

»
®
Y

o Leasing products are subject to credit approval. First payment due 90 days from closing. No origination or document fees means a
¢ $99-$299 savings. Lease new or used equipment with terms of 27, 39, 51 or 63 months. Maximum transaction size of $250,000. Tax and
+ non-tax structures efigible. Tax structures must close and fund by 12/31/06. Consult your tax advisor for advantages.

* All lease payments will be automatically W|thdrawn from your checking account. .5% reductnon off standard lease rates for using an existing Key
account Or 0pening a new one. KeyBank Member FDIC. ©2006 KeyCorp.

~ onbd’s 6-foot diameter, 600-

S

OE08481962

| ﬁ Planmng for e
joln US- Retirement Workshop

Presented by

CoMMUNITYFINANCIAL
INVESTMENT & INSURANCE SERVICES

Thursday, October 26
6 p.m. = 7:30 p.m. -
Plymouth Office « 500 S. Harvey

RSVP: (734) 582-8868
At this ho—cost‘Workshop, you will learn about

strategies and opportunities. to -help you .
navigate the Retirement Red Zone.

" gave more than $10

~ “We serve create your own
stir-fry,” Russell said. Diners
choose meat, seafood and veg-
gies and can add sauces.

“I highly recommend the
sauces,” he said. ,

The Oct. 21 fund-raiseris a
walk-in event designed to attract
as many as possible. Diners will
pay $10-at the door for an all you
can eat stir fry, soup, salad and
soft drinks. (A bar will also be
available with a charge.)’
© “We're looking to grab as
many people off the street as
possible to come in,” Russell said.

The bd in the name is Billy
Downs, founder and owner.
The first restaurant opened in
1992 in Royal Oak. Canton will
be the metro area’s eighth; and
there are 30 total in 10 U.S.
states and one in Ulaanbaatar,
the capital city of Mongolia in
Asia.

The Canton site will open for
business Monday, Oct. 23,
including 2 10:30 a.m. Canton
Chamber of Commerce ribbon-
cutting. The restaurant has
some 188 seats and will be a
nonsmoking facility.
Reservations should be made
for parties of six or more for reg-
ular dining at (734:) 844-5800.

Headquartered in Ferndale,
bd’s Mongolian Grill is a pri-
vately owned restaurant com-
pany. Each creation is grilled

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

1t'll be food time when bd's Mongolian Grilf opens soon. A benefit for the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society's on tap for this Saturday at the new restaurant.

degree flat grill.
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Cement
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Call For A Free Iummatg i
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' $500 OFF .
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J A 5 f’mB II T 734-421-5900 =i
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: ! FREE GARAGE
CONSTRUCTIO 2B | DOOR OPENER |
s = L #With Any Custom3
g Llcensed&lnsured s " e e 1 Built Garage :
: Besz‘ Service and Prwe Guaranteed | e

mn yourﬁome or mine

70141787

Dan and Carol Hiltz

B.A. of Science at Wayne State Umversnty
B.A. of Music from Detroit Conservatory of Music
Rollins College Conservatory of Music, Florida

OEOC8434262

Onen Ilallv October 15th-31ste 11 am-7 nm
PIIMPI(IIIS-GOURDS-ALL YOUR FALL DECORATING NEEDS

%’ow us fon o, Tl Festival
-Saturday and Sunday, October 21st & 22nd
ames ¢ Baked Goods ¢ Stories e Fall Family Fun
¢ FREE Comprehensive

 Child Identification Program on the 21st

Community Potluck Saturday,
{ . October 21st-6:30 pm
ru,)dlw"\“ Cost: 1 Can of food per family
- for the Gleaners Food Bank

TIMOTHY LIITIIERAII CHURCH
8820 Wayne Road, Livonia ¢ 134-427-2290
- (Between Joy Rd. & Ann Arbor Trail)

k :We carry ' most ‘premium name
brand equipment so that we can
~ meet your needs.
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DE ATHS don’t take them off private Lehr said he’s still waitingto  Lehr said. “I saw one yesterday  described him as a bully.
PA"ERS“N ~ property.” find out the identity of the - (Tuesday) in the same spot at . “I know I'm big and I'm

Amy Leone Charron  FROM PAGE AT

Charron, 90, formerly of Farmington
Hills, died Oct. 9.

‘Hey, you SOB’ — though she

E . didn’t put it like that — ‘give

” .

Paula A. Ervin * me back those signs,

Ervin, 91; of Plymouth, died Oct. 9.
FIorenceT Pankow - “
Pankow 90, formerly of Plymouth dled
oct. 16. :
Harnet Georgena PeII (Wlldmer)
Pell, 92, iormerly of Farmmgton dled
Oct 10

. Give me back those signs.
happemng

2

~Slavens’ signs out of there,

I R W
Donaldr_ Wau o
Wall 67 of Canton dled Oct ]5

Complete pald obituanes can be found posed to do that and said,

“Technically it’s litter, aban-

'said Patterson, who noted his
employee admitted taking the
51gns from the public right-of-
way. “I told him he’s not sup-

- Patterson said. “She yanks the
: " door (of the store) open and
P W : - yells; T'm going to kick your a--

Patterson said he questioned
his employee about what was

“He told me, ‘She came after
“ me because she saw me taking

‘f ' doned property, as long as you

3947 W 12 Mlle, Berkley 248-543-3115
Mon-Wed 10:5:30; Thu 10- 8 30, Fri & Sat 10-5: 30

Ends 10/28/06

Fme uahty Pre-Owned Furniture &
“Decorative Arts and Accessorles

SAVE AN ADDITIONAL

www.resellit.com

110% TO 20% OFF

OUR ALREADY LOW PRICES
Hours: ‘% ‘Major Credit
¢ Mon.-Sat. 10-6 - . Cardjs Acc‘:'ep;ed
Delivery Available

OE08481845.

’A i‘iICKEDiY F?N
Ffi’&*}ILY CELE BBATIO’\’

¥ Pasy th
where g

Patterson said it washewho  +
drove off, and noticed the couple’s
truck following them. Patterson
said after the truck pulled up
alongside his van, Brittain noticed

* the campaign worker.

“She said, ‘You SOB, I'm

going to kick your a-- for steal-

- ing those signs,” Patterson

said. “I then said, ‘He’s going to
file a police report on you for’
assaulting him’

“She then said, ‘I know who
you are, youre Senator
Patterson,” relayed Patterson, -
who also said Brittain told
him, “I'm going to fix you. I
work for the state Democrats
and I'm going to file a report
on you, you SOB.”

As for the alleged confronta-
tion in the subdivision, ‘
Patterson said, “They’re mak-
ing that up. I don’t know any-
thing about that.”

Patterson worker, who was
supposed to file a statement
with Brownstown Township
police, where the couple
reported the incident in the

-subdivision.

“I’'m going to-ask the city
attorney if there’s anything to
go on for a charge of larceny,”
Lehr said. “The signs were
returned, so there was no lar-
ceny in the true sense.

“Technically, they’re some-
one else’s property and he
shouldn’t have taken them,”.
Lehr added. “The ordinance
does say there are no signs
allowed in the public right-of-
way. If someone is to take them
down, they should be taking all
the illegal signs down, and -
turning them over to us.” :

And, Lehr said, that includes
Patterson’s campaign signs.

“His are in the right-of-way,”

Gibraltar and West Jefferson.”

Brownstown Township Police
Chief Dan Grant said, “It was a
verbal confrontation in
Brownstown, so I don’t see any-
thing that rises to criminality™

Brittain — who admits to
working with the Michigan
Democratic Party, but said
she’s mainly volunteered with
non-partisan judge races —
said she doesn’t even know
Slavens.

“If I wasn’t for Slavens

_before, I sure as heck am now;”

Brittain said. “He (Patterson).
got caught doing something he
wasn't supposed to do and he
went postal.”

Patterson said negatwe cam-
paign tactics once again are
labeling him as an intimidator,
not surprising considering

" campaign literature by his

state Senate opponent in 2002

loud,” Patterson said. “It’s easy
to throw mud, and when it’s at
a big guy you generally don’t
feel obliged to come to his

" defense. When you look at the
record, I've never been afoul of

the law”
Slavens said he ran against

Patterson partly because of the

incumbent’s behavior.

5

“It’s really sad he’s acting like

this. Obviously, it’s part of the
reason why I ran;” Slavens said.

Senate District don’t deserve
this type of representation, or
this type of embarrassment.”

" “I believe the citizens of the 7th ’

Lehr said he was hoping bet-

ter heads would prevail.
“I was sort of hoping he

would write an apology for any “

misunderstandings and she,
would accept it,” Lehr said: “I
was hoping common sense
would come into play here.”

CENTER

FROM PAGE A1

made, it would be heard by an
administrative law judge, who
would make one of three rec-
ommendations to the director
of Human Services: continu-

ance of the license suspension;
revocation of the license; or
overturning the orlglnal deci-
sion to suspend.

“The director of the depart-
ment would decide what to-do,”
Sorbet said. “If (Childtime)
still wishes to appeal, they
could take it to circuit court.”

Childtime officials called the

closure “unnecessary” and said it
“has caused undue stress to the

- families we provide care for.”

“It is important for children
to have the reassurance of
familiar surroundings, play-
mates and caring staff, espe-
cially at a time when they may
still be coping with the loss of
their friend Allison,” officials

‘said in their statement. “We

hope to have this matter
resolved quickly so we can

i

reopen in a timely manner and

continue to provide our chil-
dren with the quality of care
that our families have come to
expect from Chlldtlme

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700 -
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~ Inventor lights u
Theater stage wi

BY DIANE GALE'ANbREASSI
. CORRESPONDENT

‘Chris Badynee’s Web site simply states that
his cardboard upright bass rivals in sound quali-
ty with basses that sell for $6,000. .

. The Westland man developed and sells the
Bogdon Box Bass in kit form for $49.95. That’s
right. A bass, made of cardboard, that can be
plugged'in and made electric. Assémbly requires
a screwdriver, hot glue gun, packing tape and a
knife. . St

His Bogdon Box Bass is so off-beat it caught
the eye of a crew member in the Clint Black
band and suddenly the Dearborn postal worker
with 18 years seniority was invited backstage at
DTE Energy Music Theater Oct. 8. He even had
a couple-of minutes onstage after the Dwight
Yoakum and Clint Black performances.

- Badynée was thrilled to be given a dressing
room and a chance to joke with members of
both bands. But, the best part, he said, was
learning how great his two-string cardboard
bass sounded with all the equipment on stage..
© The band members wanted to see if the card-
board box upright bass was real, Badynee, 47,
said. : o

. “I jammed my bass as if I were in Carnegie
Hall as the road crew cheered,” he added.-

Always ready with a joke, Badynee said when
he was backstage with the guys from the Black
and Yoakum bands he told them that he’s a
mailman at heart who plays music “until I make
it big in the postal business.” ‘

About his 15 minutes of fame, Badynee said: -
“It’s my cardboard box upright bass that’s gain-
ing celebrity status. I'm merely the box bass
valet.” :

OUT OF NECESSITY

He got the idea for the cardboard instrument
.out of necessity.

- “Because I'm stone broke,” Badynee said. .
“Every time I save enough money for a bass, we
need tires on the car or something for the kids.”

He was in the basement of the home he and
his wife, Debby, had built three years ago.

- “We still have boxes down there and we have
all this scrap oak flooring and there was this
weed whacker twine,” he said. “I started to won-
der what would happen if I put that stick with
that box with that string. I video taped myself

. and posted it on the Web.” o

That was last July and he has generated about
370,000 hits on the Web site since. So, far he’s
filled 18 orders, including one request from Italy.

“Musicians love it because it’s a novelty and
non-musicianslove it, because it’s as easy as
playing the kazoo,” Badynee said. “I'm very satis-
fied knowing that I did something original”

* Starting the business making cardboard bass-
es came naturally, he said explaining that he has
a lawyer, businessman, audio engineer and an
electrical engineer in the family.

And making something out of nothing, he

p DTE Energy Music
th cardboar

| LOCAL NEWS

d box bass

Loft

on Grand River Ave.

Dane Bryant, Clint Black’s keyboard player, listens as
Chris Badynee plays his Bogdon Box Bass backstage at
DTE Energy Music Theater.

said, isn’t unusual for him, either.

“I grew up in Detroit,” Badynee said. “I'm used
to not having money, but I'm used to having
everything I want, because I make it?

After the DTE Energy gig, he got a call from
“Good Morning America.” Badynee and his
homemade bass was on for about 10 seconds
earlier this week.

BRUSHES WITH FAME

These weren't Badynee’s first brushes with

fame. He was on Star Search, when he was with
“the band, Skeleton Crew, in the early 1990s

competing against the preadolescent, Beyonce.

“We won (that stage of the competition, but
failed to come in first place) and she cried on
national television in front of 8 million people,”
Badynee said. “That high point was also my low
point. But, the cool thing is that Beyonce includ-
ed me in-her MTV story about how she became
famous.” » )

Badynee also played large venues since 1979
with different bands, including Cadillac Kidz,
Dave Gilbert's Homewreckers and the Purple
Gang: He currently plays with a band he
describes as “strange,” called Bazooka Jones and
another band, Lemon James, a female Jimmie
Hendrix. o o

“I've played Pine Knob.dozens of times,” he
added.

THE
Obgerver S Freontsie

HOMETOMNUFE COM

Riovi Newws

Got Game?
For more information about the Bogdon Box Bass, visit : YE’:Q, gti}t SﬁOYE&‘S, .’tf,}‘(),i
the Web site, www.Bogdonmusic.com. The Bogdon Box Bass : e ’
will be on display at Elie’s in Birmingham beginning this
weekend. -

® . .
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State proposals add to Ienqthy eIectlon ballot

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

Ballot Proposal 2 will greétly ‘

restrict affirmative action pro-
grams; Proposal 5 will lock
educational funding for K-12
_schools — both of these initia-
tives either affect millions of
people or millions of dollars.

But there are three other
ballot initiatives that will
appear on the Nov. 7 general
election ballot that will affect
natural resources budgeting,
hunting regulation and public
policy related to private prop-
erty. The latter three don’t have
the high-profile attraction of
the first two, but their passage

_or rejection will have a definite
impact on residents all over
- Michigan.

Proposal 1 asks voters to
amend the Michigan constitu-
tion to protect Department of
Natural Resource funds by
combining them into one fund.
The fund, protected by its
enshrinement in the state con-
stitution, would be held invio-
late and could not be raided by

other state departments during -

budget time.

On the plus side, when the
state goes into annual budget-
ing, DNR funds could not be
used to shore up other state
departments. On the minus
side, adding the 1,800-plus
words 1o the constitution
means any changes needed for
functional purposes, no matter
how small, necessary or
urgent, would have to be first
approved by statewide referen-

dum.

- DOVE HUNT

Proposal 3 would allow the
hunting of mourning doves
within the state, something
currently allowed as a pilot ™
program, ' ’

A yes vote on the measure
would change the classification
of the mourning dove from
song bird to game bird — -
opening it up to hunting.
Construction manager Frank
Rewold, a Rochester-based
hunter, said the initiative

. would put the state on the

same regulatory footing as 41
others. :
“There are a lot of mdummg

AAA warns drivers
“Don’t veer for deer

Wlth the days gettlng short-
er-and the state’s deer herd on
the move, AAA of Michigan is
warning drivers to keep an eye
out for migrating animals.

That’s a natural, but what
they’re asking drivers to do,
though, may seem counterin-
tuitive. This year, the safety
message coming from AAA
and the state is-“Don’t Veer for
Deer”

“Statistics show that most
motorist deaths and injuries’
occur when drivers swerve to

~ avoid hitting the deer and

. strike a fixed object, such as a
tree or another vehicle,” said .
Michigan Deer Crash Coalition
Chairman Jack Peet. “No one
wants to see a deer destroyed
but striking the animal is often
the safest action.”

In 2004, there were 1,551
car/deer crashes in OQakland
County. In 2005, that figure

. rose to 1,704 — a 9-percent.
increase. Statewide, there were

| 1 We don t
DOUBLE
B our prices

QUEEN 2PC SETS
'STARTING AS LOW AS

58,741 1_n01dents, where cars
and deer crossed paths in
2005. The crash figure is 6
percent less than the previous
year, but significant consider-
ing the least impact with a
deer can represent a $1 OOO
loss..

This year, the MDCC says.
the deer herd will be 4s large
as 1.75 million head. Crashes,
overall, will cost the state as

~ much as $130 million in dam-
" ages.

The MDCC estimates that
more than 17 percent of all
crashes in the state involve
deer — nearly half of those
coming between October and
December — and in those
crashes nine people died and
another 1,700 were injured.

Copies-of MDCC literature

.. can be viewed at www. michi-

gan, gov/ohsp or obtained by
sending an e-mail request to
trafficsafety @michigan.gov or
by calhng (517) 333- 2722

S OE08480293

g Air’s “Sleep Sense” Solid
Visco Sleep System

Queen 2pc Set

Available All Sizes
IN YOUR HOME!

_*Free delivery * Free removalll * Free frame!!
*We pay your sales tax!! *Advertised bonuses
~ applicable to sets $499% and. above for 1,

$799* for 2. Call store for details.
N.E. corner of Ford Rd. & Lilley
(Near Bed Bath & Beyond and IKEA)
. 42134 Ford Rd. » Canton * 734-844-6600
. R Bl www.michiganmattressiimited.com Il

WWW.BUSCHS.COM

doVes They reproduce quickly
and only live a couple of years
Rewold said.

Those favoring the ban
argue mourning doves are
popular among bird watchers.
They argue the doves are at a
low weight during the hunting

- season and therefore cannot be’

considered a source of food. To
hunt them, they say, would be
hunting for hunting’s sake at
best or target practice at worst.
While he’s personally. con-
cerned that the opponents of
the dove hunting initiative are
using it as a gateway issue to
ban all hunting in Michigan,
Rewold said non-hunters can
get behind the initiative
because of the impact it will
have on the state’s economy.

" “Hunting and fishing are
important,” he said. “Hunters
represent $3.3 billion to the
economy.”

LAND GRAB

Proposal 4 would amend the
constitution to further regulate
the governmental power of
eminent domain. Eminent -

domain, the ability of the gov-

ernment to take pnvate prop-
erty for the public good, has -
long been inherent to the fed-
eral as well as state and local
governments.

The proposal would allow

eminent domain if it served

“public necessity of the
extreme sort;” provide public
oversight after transfer toa
private entity, and the property
is selected based on “facts of
independent public signifi-
cance,” rather than the inter-
ests of the private entity receiv-
ing the property. .

According to Farmington
Hills Attorney Joel Grand, of
the law firm of Grand & Grand
PLLC, Proposal 4 is a reaction
to situations outside Michigan

rather than a reaction to some-

thing homegrown.
“In the 2005 décision of Kelo

vs. the City of New London, the

U.S. Supreme Court said it did
not violate the federal
Constitution to use eminent
domain to turn someone’s pri-
vate property over to another
private concern for develop-

. ment,” Grand said. “Now

there’s an outery across the

.country to restrict thxs Several
_states are looking at it.”

Currently, the Michigan
Supreme Court, in the ruling
Wayne County vs. Hathcock,
has set relatwely restrictive
rules concerning when the
government can condemn pri-
vate property for development
use. Most recently, the ruling
was cited when the city of
Detroit was condemning and
consolidating land for.the
development of riverside casi-
nos. ' ) '

The problem with Proposal
4, Grand said, is the last provi-

~ sion which refers to the

Hathcock case.

“If passed, there would be ‘
language that refers to lan-
guage not in the Constitution,”

he said. “It’s not well-written, it

doesn’t add clarity”

For more information on
these ballot issues and exhaus-
tive information and analysis
on all ballot initiatives, go

online to the Citizen’s Research

Council of Michigan’s Web site,
www.cremich.org.

alundberg@oe.homecomm.net | (248) 901-2536

American Harvest |
~opens for dinner

with new menu

- The very best in
Michigan and American
comfort foods will grace
the menu when '

‘Schoolcraft College’s

American Harvest -
Restaurant opens for din-
ner on,October 18. The
fall and winter menus

- will reflect the bounty

and quality of local farms
and regional suppliers.
“We will continue to

- present high quality cui-

sine,” said Bruce .
Konowalow, director of
the Culinary Arts

'Department. “We have
~ created a menu where the
quality, food and price are 4

very attractive.” :
The restaurant will be

' open 6-9 p.m.

Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday. Reservations
are encouraged but walk-
in patrons will be wel-
comed. For reservations,
call 734-462-4488."

P

gﬁ ,Charter One

Not your typical bank?®

* What has your checkmg account
~ done for you lately?

Open a Charter One account and get up to 12,500 bonus pomts.

« Earn Everyday Points™ toward rewards for your debit spending.

« Redeem points for cash gift_cards,kmerchandise,;and more.

Cdan a checking account bé, rewarding? It can at Charter One.
Because now,‘you get a point for every dollar you spend on all
non-PIN Debit Card purchases. Points are redeemable for
great rewards like gift cards thatrcan be spent like cash or used -
at your favorite stores,‘brand-name.\merchéndise, travel, even
better rates on banking products. And if you opén an account
toddy_, you”l‘l get up to 12,500 bOnus‘ Everydéy Points -

h ‘scv)‘you"ll automatically b‘e‘on"your ‘wa\y to choosing your first

. reward. To find out more, visit your nearest bfanth, go

to charterdne.::om/rewards or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Member FDIC. Ali accounts subiject to approval, To qualify. for this offer, you must hot 6urrently have or be a signer on any Charter One personél checking account. You must open a Green Checkmg‘ Accounf'wﬂh $250 mmimhni
deposit, Debit Card and enroll in Rewards by November 11; 2006. 2,500 bonus points credited upon enrolling in Rewards and additional 2,500 bonus points after your first non-PIN purchase, which must occur before

December 31, 2006, for a total of 5,000 bonus points. OR you must open a Circle Checking™ Account with $1,000 minimum deposit, Debit Card and enroll in Rewards by November 11, 2006, 2,500 bonus points credited
upon enrolfing in Rewards and additional 5,000 bonus points after your first non-PIN purchase, which must occur before December 31, 2008, for a total of 7,500 bonus points. OR you must open a Circle Gold -
Checking with Interest™ Account with $2,500 minimum deposit, Debit Cardand enroll in Rewards by November 11, 2006 2,500 bonus points credited upon enrolling in Rewards and 10,000 bonus points after your first non-PIN
~ purchase, which must occur before December 31, 2006, for a total of 12,500 bonus points: Circle Gold Checking wnh Interest Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of this publication date. 2.00% APY for balances
$5,000 and greater, 2.00% APY for balances $0 $4,999. APY on checking is variable and may change before or after account opening. Fees on deposit accounts may reduce earnings. Your new checking account must be
enrolled in Rewards at the time the bonus points are credited to be eligible. Bonus points will be credited to your account o tater than January 31, 2007, and are valid for three years from award date. Refer to the Rewards
catalog or charterone.com/rewards for terms and conditions. Offer available in OH, IL, IN and MI. See a banker for details. $25 Rewards annual membership fee.for Green Checking customers.

=
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Lowe our pick
for court seat

Judge Ron Lowe, seeking re-election to the 35th District
Court in the Nov. 7 general election, is certainly not perfect.

_But we believe he's the right choice over attorney James
Plakas of Northville to retain the seat he’s held the last dozen
years.

- Lowe has handled more than 40,000 civil and cnmmal
cases in his 12 years on the 35th District Court. Before that,
he spent 12 years in private practice, lncludmg tlme as the
attorney for the city of Plymouth.

A resident of the district since 1968, Lowe
has been instrumental in creating some of the
35th District Court’s most effective programs,
such as the sobriety court and teen court. The
sobriety court focuses on substance abuse of
certain qualifying offenders charged with
drunken driving. The teen court, a tool used
by the court’s juvenile probation officer, is a
partnership with Plymouth High School (and

Ron Lowe -

High School) wherein students taking the practical law class
are taught about the juvenile justice system, sentencing alter-
natives and when they would be appropriate; and how to fill
the role of teen juror.

Lowe is wﬂllng to look at tough questions, such as whether
a third judge is still necessary at the court in light of declin-
ing caseload and revenues, and at the court’s budget, hkew1se
affected by declmmg revenues and rising costs.

He's active in-the community and either currently serves or
has served on the boards of most of the major legal associa-

tions. His re-election would continue an institutional memo- .

ry that will be severely hampered in two years when long-
. serving chief Judge John MacDonald retires.

Speaking of MacDonald, his concerns about Lowe’s ablhty ‘

to get along with people and his personality traits should be
‘considered. Lowe certainly should take the necessary steps to
ensure a smooth-running, effective courthouse and not let
personalities get in the way of doing the job. Most of the
lawyers from whom we've heard have said Lowe is ca.pa.ble of
doing just that. ’

Plakas brings a solid resumé and a broad range of experi-
ence to the table, but Lowe’s institutional knowledge and
experience make him the best choice. His continued pres-
ence would have the greatest impact. Voters should return
Lowe to the 35th District Court.

Roar on Ti |gers qood
luck in World Series

When Magglio Ordonez hit his second home run

Saturday night, a collective roar spread across Michigan

from Monroe to Copper Harbor.
After 22 years of waiting, the Detroit Tlgers ﬁnally won

the American League pennant. Baseball is special. It’s -

Americd’s game, even though some of the best players come
from the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, Mexico, Japan
and Korea. It’s a game that crosses generational lines, racial
divides and class differences. It embraces everyone.

It’s a game that plays long into the summer and now
autumn night. It’s a game of precision — by pitchers, batters

and fielders. It’s a game of managerial chess, at which the ‘

Tigers’ Jim Leyland is obviously a grand master.

So congratulations to Mike and Marian Ilitch, Dave -
Dombrowski, Jim Leyland and the wonderful 2006 Detroit .
Tigers on a great American League season and good luck in

the World Series.

As the old song from the Tlgers 1968 tnumphant season‘

says “We're all behind our baseball team.”
Itsa community thing. Get in the game! .

No to Proposition 3

Supporters of mourning dove hunting in Michigan say to
stop the season would be the first step to curtailing other
forms of hunting in Michigan.

That’s highly unlikely and appears to be a scare tactic on

the part of supporters of the referendum. Michigan has a
rich tradition of hunting that won’t be harmed by the lack of
dove huntmg Even without doves, hunters have some 40
other species of birds to hunt.

The vast majority of those urging a no vote on Proposal 3

do so to retain Michigan’s 100-year—old ban on hunting -

doves — a traditional backyard songbird.
We urge a no vote on Proposal 3 for the following reasons.

" Doves are not overpopulated. According to experts, they

are ngt pests and they do not damage farm crops.

Dove hunting will not be an economie boon to the state.

Doves are small and, for the most part will become target
practice.

There’s no ovemdmg economic or social reason 1 to enact a
permanent dove hunting season. Vote no on Proposal 3.

@ﬁ%luer
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being renewed this year with the Northville:

‘budgeting Mr. Parrott would like to see.
This school district has never had the abili-

~ Supports Lowe -

Our fundamental purposes are;;to enhance the lives of our: et
readers nur re the hometowns we serve and contnbute ol

Crawl thanks

We would like to heartily thank all of the

restaurants and businesses for their sup-

port of the recenit Restaurant Crawl, Penn-
taste-tic.

Itwassucha wonderful night, thanks to |

the generosity of all. The support of the
community in such an event was so evi-
dent. Thank you to the Chamber of

_ Commerece for putting this one on for us.

We appreciate what everyone was able
to do. Again, thank you all.
‘Debbie and Ray Malom
Friends of the Penn

Bond clarifications
In the Sept. 28 edition, Plymouth

Township resident Clyde Parrott asked the . |

Observer to research the 2004 bond to see
what the school district did with the “22
million” for the remodeling of Central
Middle School. 1 was disappointed that the
Observer did not point out in an editor’s
note that the district only received $1.4
million for Central Middle School in the
2004 bond. '
In addition, Mr. Parrott needs to know
that those funds went for safety work on
this 83-year-old building. Work on the
exterior brick was done so bricks would
not fall off and hit anyone. We made the

'necessary safety repairs with a majority of

this money ($800,000). -

Secondly, Mr. Parrott wanted to kriow
why we did not budget more money for
building upkeep and repairs as well as
money for building expansion, remodeling

- and repairs. Thope your reporter does ask
us why. He will find out that 95 percent of -

-our funding comes from the State of

© Michigan and 90 percent of our budget is

. for personnel, -

With one of the lowest foundation
grants in the area (even lower than

~ Detroit), we make our funding provxde the
needs for the quality education we deliver.

There is little money left to do the idyllic -

ty to budget for capital i unprovements

I'look forward to further inquiries. The -
public will find out just what a great job
our board of education does with the fund-
ing entrusted to us.

Jim Ryan, Ed.D.
- Superintendent
Plymouth -Canton Commumty Schools

I've been a resident of Plymouth for 17
years, and have known Judge Ron Lowe
for the last 12 years. In that time I have
seen Judge Lowe actively involved in this.
community. He takes the time to teach our
children about the law, pa.rtlc1pates in

. community events, and gives of his time

generously to the Rotary and other organi-
zations. He’s earned my respect.

My question is, what has his challenger,
Jim Plakas, done for our community?
Before I give my vote to a person who has
only lived here a couple years, and works

. elsewhere, T’d like to see some involvement
- in'and commitment to the community.

- My vote is for Lowe.

kKathy Schroeter

LETT