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Cops nab two,
icket five in
rug sweep

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Canton Township police arrested two Plymouth-
Canton high school students and ticketed five oth-
ers on various drug charges after conducting a
sweep of the parking lots Wednesday morning at’
Plymouth-Canton Schools Educational Park.

The drug sweep at the 5,800-student high
school park at Joy and Canton Center roads —
which is home to Canton, Salem and Plymouth
high schools — is the first after a task force con-
sisting of Canton police, school district officials
and the Growth Works Youth Assistance program
identified less than 10 hlgh school students for
every 1,000 was involved in a drug, alcohol or
tobacco incident last year.

Canton Police Deputy Chief Laura Golles-said
the search for drugs was conducted with the help
of six canine officers and their drug-identifying
dogs.

" “The dogs walked up and down each parking
aisle, and as they hit on a car it would be
searched,” Golles said. “The search was conducted
only in the parking lots.

“What was found today (Wednesday) is in keep-
ing with the statistics we recently reviewed,” Golles.
said. “The effort is, and will continue to focus on,
deterrence of drug use by our teens and parental
awareness of what is out there.”

Canton police report 38 cars were searched after
positive responses from the drug-sniffing dogs.
Charges ranged from possession of a controlled
substance, a misdemeanor punishable by up to
one year in jail and/or a $2,000 fine, to-possession
with intent to deliver, a felony which could result

years old and younger, will be referred to the juve-
nile court system.

Golles said students can expect additional drug
searches at the park.

“There is no set schedule, just randomly
throughout the school year,” Golles said. “I would
anticipate two or three sweeps.”

Golles added there are no searches planned for
inside the three high schools.,

“At this point, no, but we wouldn’t rule it out in
the future,” she said.

Theresa Newton of Canton Township, who has
graduated two children from the park and cur-
rently has a daughter who is a freshman, said she’s
OK with police searching the high school parking
lots for drugs. -

“I don’t think they should just randomly check
students, but if the dogs smell something and it’s
illegal, I don’t see why they shouldn’t,” Newton
said, “It’s probably a good idea for kids to know it’s
not tolerated at school.”

Allison Fuller of Canton has two students
attending P-CEP, and said as long as police aren’t
randomly searching students, she doesn’t have a

PLEASE SEE SWEEP, A5
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Michael Gross conducts the Becledge Chorale which changed lts name from Plymouth Commumty

Chorus to reﬂect the reqlonal nature of its makeup

New name, same sweet sound

Chorale ready for hohday sbrmq season

BY BRAD KADRICH -
STAFF WRITER

Music lovers who attend the BeckRidge
Chorale’s “Tis the Season” holiday con-

. certs this weekend at Northville High

School might not recognize the group’s
names.
But everythmg will come back i into focus
when the music starts and the voices ring.
The BeckRidge Chorale, formerly the
Plymouth Community Chorus, hits the
stage 8 p.m. Saturday and 4 p.m. Sunday

Complete schedhle for upcoming season, A6.

|
for its annual holiday concert.

While the chorale still has about two-
thirds of its members from Plymouth,
Canton and Northville, the new name
reflects the wide reach of the 130-mem-
ber chorus, which draws members from
as far away as Warren and Howell.

“The truth is, we’re a regional ensem-
ble,” said Michael Gross, the group’s

PLEASE SEE CHORALE, A6

‘Monday night to steer away from contract talks with

will come to the What do you think about
- bargaining table. ‘this story?. . I
-~ “Wewantto: . | Emailyou e§pon

City urges
regional
 fire plan

Townshlp board members
‘unlikely to support it

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

Now that Plymouth and Plymouth Township offi-
cials have come to terms on a police and fire dis- .-
patch contract, Plymouth city commissioners want
to focus on the fire department.

However, commissioners voted unanimously

A

Plymouth Township and look at regionalization of {
the fire department with Plymouth Township,
Northville and Northville Township in an effort to..

save costs. Mayor Dan Dwyer admitted the resolu-
tion was mainly symbohc, but said he’ Wants to pur- O |
sue discussions

with whomever

evaluate it and see
if we can’t get the
same service or
better service,” Dwyer said. The resolution doesn’t
say we're gong to do it, but says the city of Plymouth
believes it’s a good idea to look at it, look at ithard
and with an open mind. )

“We want to let our res1dents know where were "
headed,” Dwyer added, “and to let potential partners
know this is a unanimous vote by the City
Commission, it’s the right direction to explore and.
will show we want to have a serious discussion about
1 t »

Dwyer said “at this point” the city will hold off on |
negotiations for a new fire contract with Plymouth
Township and “explore regional fire” alternatives.
Currently, the city pays about $1 million ayearto
contract fire services from Plymouth Township. The
contract regenerates itself each year if neither party
cancels it by Dec. 31. .

Mayor Pro Tem Phil Pursell said the process of
regionalization won’t be an easy one.

“It’s the wave of the future, at least in this state,
because of the declining revenue sharing at the state
level,” Pursell said. “Municipalities and townships
will have to band together and get past egos and per-
sonalities, and look at what'’s best for their residents.”

Plymouth Township trustee Chuck Curmi said

bkadrich@| ometownhfe.éom.f
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BY 'I'ONY BRUSCATO
STAFF- WRITER

Plymouth received just a
small taste of Old Man Winter -
when about an inch of snow fell
Monday, with — bet the house
on it — plenty more headed
this way before spring arrives. -
Howeyver, Steve Faiman, =
assistant director of mun1c1pa1 :

City trucks hit the streets earfier this week, spreading salt as the
show fe{l.

© The Olz;server k
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services for the city of
Plymouth, said his crew is
ready for whatever amount of
snow falls. -

W
checked out and ready to go,’

. then the residential areas.”

-‘includes. Main, Penniman, Ann

got all our equlpment

Faiman said. “We’ll be ready to
salt when it starts getting icy
on the main streets. We start
plowing when we get 4 inches
or more, first the main streets,
plows.
City officials have identified
six priority routes for snow and
ice control. Priority Route 1

Arbor Trail and Starkweather.’
Priority Route 2 consists of sec-

; ondary streets, 1nclud1ng

‘ Harvey, Farmer, Junctlon,
Industrial Drive, Church and
Union streets.

The city’s fleet of snow equlp-‘

. ment includes a back hoe, six
dump trucks, two salt trucks
and six pickup trucks with

“It always makes it easier and
more efficient when there are
. 'no cars parked on the streets,”
- Faiman said. “Motorists should
“be cautious when they see a

: Accerdmg fo theNatsoaai 3

: Weather Service, these are: just'-

-some of the worst storms ie
hit the Metro area; '

Apms 1886 More than 24
e mches » :
: lBem 2,1974 - 193mches
M Jan, 30-31,1982 - 11.8 inches
M Jan. 2:3,1999 - 1.3 inches -
;upto15 mch '

esin suhurbs
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Me and My Shadow

New Morning School offers
“Me & My Shadow” parent and
young child classes, a fun, nur-
turing and educational intro-
duction to preschool for 2-, 3-°
and 4-year-olds and their par-
ents..

Activities ihclude music and
finger-play, art and dis¢overy

‘projects, snack and story time,
all eentered around a learning
theme. The class in January
will explore the texture of your
child’s world. From slippery to
scratchy, bumpy to smooth -'in
this class, we let our fingers
delight in a hands-on tour of
textures! Each class is packed
with kid-powered learning and
fun.

Parents can choose from two
10-week sessions 6-7:15 p.m.
Mondays or 10-11:15 a.m.
Saturdays. Classes begin Jan.
13. Cost is $85 for the entire
session.

To enroll; call (734) 420-
3331, or download the reglstra-
tion form at www.newmorn-
ingschool.com/shadow.htm.

Sounds of the Season

The Plymouth- Canton
Educational Park Choirs will
present their annual holiday
concert "Sounds of the Season”

" 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19 in the
Salem High School
Auditorium located at 46181

Joy in Canton,

Tickets ($4 pre-sale and $5
at the door) are currently on
sale and may be purchased in
the PCEP Choir Office (Room
1603 at Salem High School)
during school hours. For more
information visit the choir

Observer & Eccentricyl Thursday, December 7, 2006

Web site at :
www.pcepchoirs.org or eall
(734 416-7800.

"Sounds of the Season” will -

feature over 200 students who

are members of the award-win-
.ning PCEP Choirs under the
direction of Jennifer L. Kopp.

" Students are in grades 9-12 and

attend either Plymouth,
‘Canton or Salem High
Schools. The PCEP Choirs will

be performing a wide variety of

Christmas and Hanukkah
favorites including music from

" the film The Polar Express.

Toy drive

Mel Bobcean, owner of Mel’s
Golden Razor in downtown
Plymoutbh, starts his 28th year
collecting toys for children and
families he helps during the
Christmas holidays.

Bobcean’s effort also
1includes collecting money for
food boxes for needy families.
The collection runs Nov. 24~ -
Dec. 19.

Mel's Golden Razor is locat—
ed at 595 Forest. For more
information, call (734) 455-
9057.

Township calendar

The new township facilities

located on Haggerty Road are
‘the focus of the 2007
Plymouth Township annual
calendar, coming soon to
township residents.
. Many of the photos in the
calendar feature township
departments and employees,
along with community attrac-
‘tions such as Hilltop Golf
Course.

“We hope our residents use

this as a working calendarto

lce mn a Chnld

Saturday, December 9, 2006
“This event is too good to sleep

DON'T MISS IT -

From 9am-2pm.. SAVE 30% OFF
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From 6pm-8om.. SAVE 70% OFF.

Cannot be combined with other discounts or offers. -
Marked down items are not returnable.

paiin anly. Yy D
“on pre\nously purchased iterns. All sales final.

ONE DAY ONLY!
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list family appointmehts and

special days, as well as a

- resource on the Plymouth

Township. government and
community,” said Supervisor -
Richard Reaume. The calendar

“should be in homes the week
\_of Dec. 18.

Residents who do not

‘recéive a calendar in the mail

by the end of the year should
call the Supervisor’s Office,
(734) 354-3203. Calendars
will also be available at the
reception desk at Plymouth
Township Hall, 9955 N..
Haggerty Rd.

DAR meets -

Daughters of the American
Revolution-DAR Northville/
Plymouth meet 11 a.m. Dec. 18
at Greenmead, Alexander Blue
House in Livonia. ’

The program features
Christmas Music and a sing-
along with the Mlchlgan :
DARlIings.

For more information, call

(734) 459-4764.

Gift of Reading

The Plymouth Distriet
Library is again an official
drop-off location for the Gift of
Reading program.
~ New, unwrapped books are
distributed to Michigan chil-
dren, toddlers through second
graders, who otherwise might
not have a new book of their
own. Please bring your dona-
tions to the Library gift box
located near the staircase by
Dec. 13. '

Elephant Man

Barefoot Productions pres-.
ents the second production of
its premiere season when The
Elephant Man, a play by
Bernard Pomerance, hits the

stage at the Plymouth‘ :
Historical Museum, 155 S. .
Main in Plymouth, Dec. 8-10.
Performances are 8 p.m.
Dec. 8-9, with a 2 p.m. mati-
nee Dec. 10. Tickets are $15
general admission, $10 sen-
ior/student and will be avail- -
able at the door 30 minutes
prior to each performance.

~ Advance tickets.can be bought

at The Book Cellar & Café, 840
W. Ann Arbor Trail.
For more information, visit -

‘the Barefoot Productions Web

site at www.justgobarefoot.com

‘True Light’ service

The choirs of First Umted
Methodist Church present
“True Light,” a collage of
music, readings and visual -
images celebrating the birth of
Christ and our hope for salva-
tion, 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 10.

Adult, high school and chil-
dren’s choirs, handbells,
orchestra, organ and other !
instruments will offer music in
a wide variety of styles, from
Baroque to Gospel. These

‘services will offer perspectives

on the core message of

Christmas and the promises it

holds for those who believe. *
First United Methodist
Church is located at 45201

North Territorial Road, a mile :

east of Beck Road, and offers
ample parking and barriér-free
entrance. All are invited and
encouraged to attend.

For more information, e-
mail Marcia Van Oyen at mar-
cia@pfumc.org or call (734)
453-5280." -

Trinity Chnstmas story

Experience a modern-day -

" interpretation of the well-
~ known Christmas story as

Dog -ag ﬁa&m v‘
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Trinity Church presents “Word
on the Street,” a dinner theatre,
6:30 p.m. Dec. 8-9. '
Enjoy a pasta buffet while
listening to favorite songs of

- the season. Then, members of

the Trinity drama and music
teams will present the tale of
two people who were charged -
with an amazing responsibility
— to be the parents of a very
special baby who would come
to change the world.

Tickets are $7 and can be

reserved by calling the church, .

(734) 459-9550, between 9 -
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
Trinity is located at 10101 W.

Ann Arbor Rd (corner of Ann

Arbor Rd. and Gotfredson).
Book signing

~ Author Carol McCloud will
sign copies of her book, Have
You Filled a Bucket Today? A

Guide to Daily Happiness for
Kids noon to 3 p.m. Saturday,

‘Dec. 16, at the Book Cellar &

Café on Ann Arbor Trail in
downtown Plymouth. ‘

- McCloud began teaching the
concept of bucket filling when

- sheteamed up with Merrill

Lundgren, “The Bucket Man”
in 2005. He had been giving
presentations since 1979 to
9,000 children and 15,000
adults throughout Michigan.
McCloud is the co-founder and
Vice President of
Bucketfillers.com, Inc. She
lives in Brighton, Michigan.
Her book has been the top
seller in the store, outselling -
even books on The New York

- Times best- seller list and
“Oprab’s picks, according to her
~publisher, Nelson Publishing

of Northville, which printed
10,000 copies for the June
delivery date and will reprint

“in January.

Breakfast with Santa

The Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce spon-
sors Breakfast with Santa -
8:30-10:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec.
Dec. 16, at E.G. Nicks in down-
town Plymouth.

Tickets are $12.95 for adults
and $7.95 for children (includes
tax and tip). They can be pur-
chased at E.G. Nicks on Forest
or the chamber office (850 W.
‘Ann Arbor Trail). Credit card

.orders are accepted.

For credit card orders or
more information, call (734)
453-1540.

Senior party

. The Plymouth A.M. Rotary
Club sponsors its annual
Seniors Christmas Party Dec.
17 at the Plymouth Cultural
Center.

Doors open at 4 p.m., and
dinner and entertainment start
at 5 p.m. Tickets are free, but .
they are required and can be
picked up at Tonquish Creek
Manor, 1160 Sheridan in
Plymouth, between Nov. 27-
Dec. 8. The party is open to
seniors 60 and older.

For more information, call
Tonquish Creek, (734) 455-
3670.

Holiday open house

The Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce spon-
sors its “Holiday Open House”
in downtown Plymouth noon- -

_5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.

The event provides an oppor-
tunity for pre-holiday shop-
ping, celebrating the season of
good will and cheer, with stores
decked out in their “holiday
best” and no mall crowds.

For more information, call

. the chamber, (734) 453-1540.

| Hands On lanA'I'E

Center

Presented by

iands On Center For Physical Therapy
RISK OF ACHILLES RUPTURE

There is research to suggest
that the use of certain antibiotics
called quinolones may increase
the chances of rupturing the
Achilles tendon, which is the strap-
like tissue behind the ankle that
works to extend the foot, This seri-
ous orthopedic injury requires
surgical repair. Because pain can
be mild at first, such ruptures are
frequently | misdiagnosed as a
sprained ankle. One fairly reliable
symptom, however, is the inability
to stand on the toes of the affected

likely, but the effect as not nearly
as strong as current u se.

Physical therapy is a highly rec-
ommended course of treatment
after Achilles tendon injuries. This
method allows for a gradual return
to your normal physical activities,
utilizing a program specific to your
needs. The physical therapist who
provides these treatments will also
educate you on prevention and
support/recovery. If you have been
referred for physical, therapy, call
the HANDS ON CENTER FOR

foot. People who used quinolones PHYSICAL THERAPY at -455-8370.

were more than four ﬁrqes as likely
as nonusers to sustain“a tendon
“rupture. Past treatment with qui-
nolones also made1 rupture more

650 South Main Street in down-
town Plymouth. We have easy
access and parking, New patients
are gladly accepted.

PS. Only about four percent of all Achilles tendon ruptures are

refated to qumo/one use.
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i ess Share lnsurance Corporatxon (ES

43350 Arena Dr.

f $1 000 or more wnth new money not currently on deposit at.
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BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF-WRITER

The former Visteon plant
on Sheldon Road, which
employs some 1,250 people,
is headed for another new
owner.

Officials at Ford Motor
Co. — which used to own
the plant before selling it to
Visteon and then buying it
back as part of its
Automotive Components
Holdings — reached a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MOU) to sell the plant, as
part of its climate control
business, to French automo-
tive supplier Valeo.

According to Robin
Panacook, associate director
of public affairs for ACH,

_ the MOU of understanding
sets the stage for the two
parties to enter into final
negotiations and come to a
closing of the sale.

“It’s a non-binding agree-
ment, one step in the sale

- process,” Panacook said.
“From here we move into
final negotiations. It signi-
fies a general understanding
on the part of both compa-
nies on the major terms of

- the transaction, and the
intention of both parties to

- work in good faith toward a
closing”

The Sheldon Road Plant
produces automotive cli-
mate control systems and
components for a number of
Ford vehicles. The 1,250
employees there include
salaried employees leased

On the block
Ford, French firm eye deal
for Sheldon plant deal

from Visteon and UAW
hourly employees leased
from Ford. ;

The Sheldon Road plant
is one 14 plants, 11 in the'
United States and three in
Mexico, Ford put into the
holding company for the
purpose of selling them
when it formed ACH in
October 2005.

Panacook wouldn’t specu-
late on the future of the
plant’s employees. .

“Jobs will be part of the
negotiations,” she said.

-“(Valeo) will make a deter-
mination. We recognize the
people who-are there have
the expertise to operate the
plant, and we believe
(Valeo) will be interested in
most, if not all, of the people
at the plant.”

Ford officials said the final
agreement will be contin-
gent on negotiations with
the United Auto Workers.
Ed Hunsinger, president of
UAW Local 845, did not
return a call seekmg com-
ment.

In a release posted on the
company’s Web site, ACH
CEO and Ford vice presi-
dent Al Ver called the sale
the result of a team effort.

“This MOU follows a lot
of hard work by this plant
and the entire ACH team,”
Ver said. “We have focused

" on preparing our businesses
for sale to buyers who can
grow and invest in them.”

bkadrich®hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
C STAFF WRITER

It was off to the hottest and
most dangerous parts of Africa
for students at Field
Elementary this week for an

. up-close-and-personal look at

some of the most dangerous
animals in the world.

“First, you need a passport,
your ticket to the world,”
Nelson Pearson of Wildlife
Safari Adventures in Canton
told travelers in Lauren Snell’s
first~grade class. “First, we're
going to Namibia, which they -
say is the hottest place in the
world?”

~ That’s where the spnnghaas,
a rabbit-like animal that eats .
dry grass and doesn’t need
water to exist, resides. Then it
was off to the Sahara Desert,
home to a 50-pound African .
land tortoise; the lush, green
Congo River area to see a nine-
foot python; with a quick trip
to Kenya to view the cheetah.
Student took a quick side trip
to Australia to get a glimpse of
the cuckabura bird.

“My goal is to submerse the
kids in an African safari ven-

Field students Ryan Durham (from
left), Riley Doyle and Jamarion Brown
get a close look at a springhaas.
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Safari expert educates students on wildlife
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Michael Abuhannam (from left), Nick Carey, Michael Mullenax and Jake Kendall helped pick up a real python Tuesday at

Field Elementary

ture,” said Pearson, also known
as The Animal Guy. “It’s educa-
tion and entertainment, edu-
tainment, trying to make sure
they have an experience with-
out going there. .

“If you don’t experience it,
you won't have a broader view
of the world, and you won’t
care about them,” he added.

“I liked the snake because it
was scaley and cool and dan-
gerous,” said Taylor Cvengros,

7, in Donna Pahl’s class. “I also

liked the (springhaas) because

it was nice and soft and fuzzy.”
“I learned that some animals

kill and some are nice,” added

‘Nicholas Carey, 6, of the ani-

mals he saw during the presen-
tation in Snell’s room. .

“It’s a chance for them to see
animals up close,” Snell said,
“and learn different informa-
tion and facts about animals in
Afnca.

It's education and
entertainment,

edutainment, trying to make
sure they havean
experience without qomq
there.”

Nelson Pearson -
The Animal Guy

1t’s Not About the ,} Car...

It’s about the precious cargo it carries.
As a local independent agent, we can design an insurance program }
that’s just right for you and your family. Give the people you love 1
Safe. Scuné Secure.” protection from Auto-Owners Insurance Qampany

Auto-Owners Insurance

1916

47784 Halyard Drive ¢ Plymouih .

69

ea.
Anime Pinot Anime
GI‘] '05 Valpolicella '04

$13 99..

Thisisa rfect food wine, Nice fruit and
actdlty with a smooth finish.

$11.99. 5

Thzs fine white wine hasa beauttful nose
and bright fruit,

Joe’s Homemade
Tuna Pasta
Salad

*4.49.

7 Fresh Salsa

Joe’s
Homemade
é)plesauce

! 991,,

Stmpey Jack

7% s
orseradish or Her!
Cheese Spread
From France
: 30 19ea.44oz.

Cheese

" Rich cream g
// ; lz’:;ltdays \\
om Great Britain

at for the
1 L] 6
Layers of Cheddar, Lancashis
Cheshire, Red l.etmterand Double
Glor E

1.69.

Poinsettias

1/2 gallons ; ‘4"-$~ 499
2 89mh 1m,$7,99!2,,f_)'$%4,99 $2A”ovgngh

2% Whole & Fat Free:

Byrd’s Choice eats!

' It s almost Gzﬁ Gwmg Season/ Send a beautiful Gourmet Fruit Basket filled
with Joe’s high qualtty fruit, gourmet cheese, crackers, jam & candy. Available
in a variety of sizes. Choose one of their Traditional or Specialty Baskets -
< Pastry, Italian, Breakfast Lovers & Sweet n-Sav tht Box Set! Joe s

employees will be happy to cust

QE08493275

CL.FINLANSSON

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

734-453-6000 |

www.finlan.com

OE08492423

dtree F3E2

NAVY STAR
All Steel
Diver or Chronograph
Sapphire Crystal
. Water-resistant to 330ft.

Garden City

‘)‘) 317 Ford Rel. 101 F. Main St.
at Center

238.349.6940

wwiw.orinjewelers.com

Holiday Hours: Monday - Wednesday T0am - 7pm; Thursday & Friday 10am - 8pm

urday T0am - 6pm; Sunday Noor
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LaJoy happy with b|||board qu|slat|on

-BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

feud between the state and the

_ billboard industry,” said State
Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-Canton.
“But I'm happy with the way
it's come to a conclusion.”

Under legislation passed by

the state House last week, the
number of billboards allowed
on state trunk highways,

has been capped at 16,000.

After months of battle, two
bills capping the number of -
billboards on Michigan high-
ways are a step closer to
becoming law.

“Thls has been a 1ongt1me

they give up previously-owned
permits. According to LaJoy,
there is currently between

Michigan hlghways.
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Holmes |l

Corner of Holmes & Ridge Rd.
- (1 blk. West of E. Michigan Ave.)

(734)483-1783
10 VARIETIES OF
PREMIUM CHRISTMAS TREES
UP TO 15 FT. TALL
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Many Wreaths & Roping
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Member-Owner

\

“Bm I dg own my credlt union.’

99 SM

At Telcom Credit Union,
‘you are a member-owner'
‘We have been serving our
member-owners for over
- 70 years. Telcom Credit

INION

- YOU BELONG HEREL,

Canton

‘Union is a not-for-profit 44300 Warren Rd.
full service financial ' 734.453.4212 -
institution. As a member-
owner you share in our Novi b
profits. You receive quality 44575 West 12 Mile Rd.
“member service, very 248,735.9500
~ competitive interest rates,
~ and sou pay less in fees. South Lyon

21985 Pontiac Trail

- Join today, and you can 248.486.1166

_ "bank” here at your IocaI
~credit union...
,Telcom Credlt UnlonI

Southfield
- 21100 Northwestern Hwy.
248 569 1700

comcu.com

PRICES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2006
WWW BUSCHS.COM

THROUGH

including interstate highways, .

Also companies won't be grant-
ed permits for new signs unless

+ 14,000-16,000 billboards along

| LOCAL NEWS |

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

David and Samantha McGrath stopped by the Observer offlce Monday to brmg kids' qlfts for the Cheer Club. The Salvation
Army will pick them up later in December for dlstrlbutlon to kids who might othermse have a meaqer Chnstmas

0bserver Salvatlon Army team up for Cheer Club’

The Plymouth and Canton
Observers and the Plymouth
Salvation Army will once again-
team up for their "Cheer Club,"
the collection of toys and non-
perishable foods the two have:
run for years.

The Salvation Army head-

- quarters, located on Main

Street just south of Ann Arbor
Road, will be the primary col-
lection point. Dropping them
off there gets them more
quickly into the hands of those
who need them. Donations can
also be dropped off at the
Observer office, 794 S: Main.
The drive will run through

1981 - 2006 &

Monday, Dec. 11.
The idea is to provide non-

* perishable food and other

household necessities; along
with new, unwrapped toys, for
the Salvation Army's pantry
and Christmas adoption pro-

gram. That program has helped -
. provide a Christmas for hun-

dreds of needy people over the
years who might not otherwise
have been able to provide one.
The program is simple; Drop.
off new, unwrapped toys; non-
perishable foods including
¢anned goods; and household

Jitems such as paper goods and

toiletries. The Salvation Army,

\

HU
CAM

R
B

whlch serves Plymouith, Canton,'
Northville and Belleville, is

- located at 9451 S. Main in

Plymouth The Salvation Army
is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday-Friday.

Items dropped off at the
Observer office will also goto
the Salvation Army. s

. Alist of donors will be main-
tained so that donors who pro-.
vide a name and community
can be recognized in the paper
at the end of the campaign.

For more information, e-
mail Brad Kadrich at ‘
bkadrich @hometownlife.com
or call (734) 459-2700.

ON
ULANCE

Celebrating 25 years of
community service!

VALLEY
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SWEEP

FROM PAGE A1

problem W’lth pohce searchmg -

the parking lot.

“I don’t have a problem thhvi'“

that at all, as long as nobodys

civil rlghts are being violated,”

Fuller said.

Fuller’s daughter, Olivia, 15,
said at least one car had its
doors pried open during the
search.

“There must be-a problem if
kids are bringing drugs to
school,” Olivia Fuller said. “I
don’t mind (searches) because
kids shouldn’t be bringing
drugsto school.”:-

‘ Slxteen-yeat-oiﬁ Alea
Applegate of Canton, a Salem
sophomore, said she saw a
half-dozen police cars around

. the campus during fourth hour.

“It’s none of their business
what’s in their cars,” Applegate

said. “If it’s not on them, then I
don'’t think they should get in.

trouble.

“It’s not fair to the people
who drive, it could have been
their friends’ (drugs) and they

; A
Randolph A. “Scotty” Adam
Adam, 87, of Warren, died Nov. 29.
Frederick D. “Fred" Atiyeh
Atiyeh, 84, died Dec. 3.
L B
Cheryl A, Baker .
- Baker, 61, died Nov. 30. - -
Tivadar “Tiv" Balogh
" Balogh, 79, died Dec. 1.
: ¢
Virginia Catherine Clohset

D
Stanley J. Dobis
Dobis, 76, died Dec. 2.
. - ¢
* Margaret Rockwell Gregory
" Gregory, 96, died Dec.2.
‘K
Paul R. Kuebler sr.
Kuebler 89, formerly of Blrmlngham
dled Dec 4, )
M
Caroline Ford Mason
Mason, 91, formerly of Blrmlngham
died Oct. 27,
L s
Mary . Siddalt i
~ Siddalt, 85, of Bloomfield Hills, died
Dec.2.
Doloris Sinkovich :
Smkov;ch 89 of Westland, dled Oct. 2
T
Nancy Rothfuss Theurer
Theurer, 79, of Bloomfield Hlﬂs died
Dec.2.
: v
Kalllope Varon

Varon, 92, formerly of Bloomfleld Hllls

dled Dec.3.
W
Harold R. “Butch"” Watton
Watton, 65, of Canton, died Dee. 1.

Complete paid obituaries can be found

" inside today's newspaper in Passages
on page Al6.

Clohset, of Birmingham, died Dec. 2. .

Marco Island
Florida

; Vacation :
‘Homes and Condos

800-325-3524

&0 FLAGSHIP

VACATION PROPERTIES

Flagshipvacations.com

OE08487068

 Recyclethis

18 Months No Payments
Deferred Interest
Expires 12/23/06

could getin. trouble for 1t she .
‘added. “Obviously, they
‘(police)-have too much time'on..

their hands”

district’s director of community
relations, said while the num--
ber of incidents reported by the

task force is minimal, the drug
- sweeps are meant to be preven—

tative.

- “We think our numbers are
low, but we don’t have our head
in the sand,” Ruggirello said.
“Kids will experiment with
drugs, but it won’t happen in -
our schools. The best deterrent
is for us to stay on top of it, and
kids will see we're serlous :

'about thls.

tbruscato@hometownhfe com | (734 459 -2700

SNOW

”FROM PAGE Al
Frank'Ruggirello, the school L

salt truck or plow, and stay
far enough behind it. The
heavier the truck the further
distance it needs to stop.”

- The salt dome at the MSD'
yard on Goldsmith holds 300
tons of road salt, but Faiman

said “depending on the win-

ter, we will use between
3,000-4; ;000 tons in a win-
ter”

Re51dent1al homeowners

and commercial business

owners are required by city

-ordinance to plow sidewalks

within 24 hours of a SnOw- -

fall

“Failure to cléar the side-

- walks will cause the city, or a

city contractor, to clear the

_sidewalks,” City Manager

Paul Sincock said. “The poli-
cy establishes a minimum

f billing of $100 for the serv-

ice. Failure to pay the bill
will result in it being placed
on the tax roll as a lien
against the property.”
Sincock said dumping or
pushing snow onto city "

streets also results in a mini-

mum charge of $100 to clear

. it : '

“Violators may be subject
to violations of various traffic
laws, which could result in a
tlcket ” Sincock éald

l
i
|

tbruscato@hometownllfe cdm | (734) 459-2700

SNOW PRIORITIES

“According to the City of Plymouth snow pohcy these
routes get the priority when it snows:
B Priority Route 1- Major streets including Penmman Main,
Ann Arbor Trail and Starkweather. '
B Priority Route 2 - Secondary streets including Harvey,
Farmer, Junction, Industrial Drive, Church and Union.
" @ Priority Route 3 - School routes, including Smith School,
- OLGC, St. Peters and Central Middle School areas.
M Priority Route 4 - City parking lots and contracted service
parking fots, including East Central, Tonquish Manor, Cultural
Center; Library, Harvey and Wing lot. :
B Priority Route 5 - Hills, including Amelia, Rose, Holbrook
Evergreen and Pacific.
B Priority Route 6 - Spot salt all other streets in the mty
system.

SHOP EARLY THURSDAY 9:00 AM TO 10: 00 PM AND FRIDAY & SA URDAY 8: 00 AM - 10: 00 PM

chanelno 5

The now-and-forever-fragrance:
Worldly; sophisticated; surprisingly
sexy..Collection,.17.50-250.00..

IN LADIES’ FRAGRANCES.

5% OFF

ETITE ‘

PARISIAN I
WOMAN

AKE AN EXTRA

mmmamsvmmuummm.
BURBERRY, CARRIAGE BOUTIGLIES. HUMANITY, CHILDREN'S

i

A0000010ROW

.
'

FREE GIFT

Yours free with any 32.50 or
more Lancdme purchase.
All your Lancome favorites
+ wrapped up and readytogoina
signature rouge cosmetic bag
and coordinating tote. Includes
Rénergie Microlift Active
Redefining Treatmént, Bi-Facil
Eye Makeup Remover, Color
Focus EyeColour Quartet, Color
Design'Sensational Effects
LipColour (full-size) and

IN COSMETICS. ONE PER CUSTOMER,
PLEASE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

-any smgle REGULAR—pnced,
sale or clearance item,
. mcludtn_g fine jewelry -

valid Thursday, December 7 thru Wi
T Monday, December 41
_ *TAKE 10% OFF LADIES' OUTERWEAR.

PARISHN

, Sean Ohn Holldav set

of:Unforgivable by.Sean John. Set
mcludes 4 2.0z Eau:deToilette.and.4:2.0z.
After Shave Balm, 75.00: n Men's FRAGRANCES.
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

Définicils Mascara.

'SHOP MORE, EARN MORE. SAVE MORE.

o] ..9-10, . :Sun : ard
s CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AN WALTON STREET" AND LA REL PARK PLACE IN IVON A,

CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or | onginal prices, as shown. Actual savings may exceed stated percentage off. "Regular“ and *Original® prices reflect offering prices which may not have -
resulted in actual sales. Some original prices may not have been in effect during the past 30 days. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise selection may vary from one store to another. .
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REGIONAL

FROM PAGE Al

he'd be willing to sit down with
interested parties and discuss
regionalization of the fire
department.

“Voters are telling me they
want efficiencies,” Curmi said.
“I don’t think the Michigan tax
model and the size of our gov-
ernment - whether state, local
or county - will be sustainable

- and keep us competitive to .

attract business.

“It's gong to take everybody
going to the table working
faster than in the past, and
take some creative thinking,”
he added. “Political leaders
have not shown vision in that

" area)

Plymouth Township .
Treasurer Ron Edwards dis-
agrees, noting having the four
communities involved in what

he termed “intergovernmental

agreements” is not the answer.
“I'm against it,” Edwards

~ said. “It won’t improve service

and won’t decrease costs. I

. don’t see a reduction in man-

power, i.e. costs, and Northville
Township isn’t ALS (advanced
life support) trained, so show
me where the benefitids. P'm
tired of the rhetoric from the

el W”

Edwards said “real cost sav-

ings” would come if the com-
munities discussed developing

" a public safety department, .

" where police officers'are also

trained as firefighters.
In a recent memo to

Plymouth ofﬁcialé, Plymouth

- Township Supervisor Richard

Reaume indicated the “the

. early consensus from the
- Plymouth Township board is

not to enter into discussion at -
this time regarding public safe-
ty as the vote appears to be 4-3
against discussions.”

Northville Township :
Manager Chip Snider said his
Board of Trustees earlier this
year gave him direction to dis-
cuss regionalization with any
commumty that wants to enter

_ talks.

“The (Northville) township
board is acquainted with the

" benefits of regionalization and

the complexity of the issue;,”
Snider said. “There is no rea-

son in the world, geographical-
-ly, you can’t erase those invisi-

ble boundaries and consider it
one for purposes of deploy— '
ment.”

Both Snider and Dwyer

‘agreed getting the city of

Northville involved could be a

. challenge because it has a low-

cost volunteer fire department.
Edwards said talk of region-
alization is once again delaying
negotiations on a new fire con-
tract with Plymouth. ,
“We've been trying to negoti-
ate a contract with them for

- two years, and here’s another

delay,” Edwards said. “Tam -
going to propose on (Dec.) 19th

~ that we go ahead and hire fire-

men to bring the department
up to full staff, with or without
them. We can’t keep going at.
this mode.”

‘tbruscato,@hometownlifé.com | (734) 459-2100

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.
Board Certified Dermatologist
‘Specializing in Diseases
of the Skin, Hair & Nails
[Invites you to visit fis new location
and get the care you deserve. -

¢ Skin Cancer - o Eczema

* Moles. e Warts

¢ Psoriasis ¢ Hair Loss
e Acne Botox e Much More -

Accepting New Patients » All Ages
Call for Appointment 248~324~2222 Evening appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 483717

greatlakesderm@ya 00.C0M

OE08485120

cHonALE

FROM PAGE A1

director since 1979. “But we -
get the most of our members
from the communities of
Plymouth, Canton and
Northville. Beck and Ridge are

‘two roads that run through all

three communities.”

The self-supportmg group
generally performs two major
concerts a year,.one at =
Christmas and the other in the
spring. They also perform with

" the Plymouth Symphony _
" Orchestra and make appear-

ances at events like the .
Plymouth Fall Festival.
They've added another per-
formance this year. The
chorale’s Village Voices ensem-
ble will pay tribute to Fred
Waring who, with his group
the Pennsylvanians, sold mil-
lions of records and won the

- Congressional Gold Medal, the

highest honor the government
can bestow on a civilian.
Gross worked with Waring
at Penn State University and
regarded him as “the world’s
finest 1nterpreter of popular

-choral music.” That concert

takes place 8 p.m. Jan..19 at

‘the Village Theater in Canton.

The group, which gets togeth-
er for 16 rehearsals'every year, -
then gets ready for its spring
concert, “Sing for the Cure,” May

* 5-6 performances that will ben-

efit the Barbara Ann Karmanos
Institute for Cancer Research.
“We'll be performing music
based on the stories of breast
cancer survivors and their fam-

.ilies,” Gross said. Open audi-

tions for that performance are .

. 77 p.m. Jan. 16,23 and 30 at

First United Methodist Church
of Plymouth.

Meanwhile, chorus members

have embraced the new same
‘and the same sound as they

_prepare for this weekend’s hol-

iday performances.

annual holiday concert.

“You can’t just call it - ‘
Plymouth-Canton anymore,
because it's changed over the
years,” said Jane West, who has
been a member for more than
20 years. “We like to sing, and
(Gross) is very good. It’s perfect.”

The group isn’t just there for
the music. The chorus also
funds a scholarship program,
established in May 1984-to
help students pursue studies in
the field of vocal music, an

~ applied vocational career in

the field of vocal mu51c, aca-
demic study of voiceorthe .
study of voice for the purpose
of organized recreational or
community singing. Some
recipients have chosen The
Academy of Popular Vocal

Arts, Interlochen and The Blue :

Lake Fine Arts Camp. ‘
.The group’s funding comes
from two primary sources: ticket

sales and patron donations. They -

also make smaller amounts of
money with efforts such asa
refreshment booth at University
of Michigan football games.

CONCERT SEASON

BeckRidge Chorale begms |ts concert season Saturday Here s a look at
upcoming Chorale events:
B Christmas concert, “'Tis the Season,” 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, and 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dec.10. Northville High School auditorium, 45700 Six Mile between
Sheldon and Beck in Northville. Tickets $12 and $15, assigned seating.
M Tribute to Fred Waring, 8 p.m. Jan. 19, Village Theatre at Cherry Hill in
Canton. It's a tribute to Waring, a choral music !egend who won the
Congressional Gold Medal. :
M Open auditions for the Spring concert, “Sing for the Cure take place Jan.
16, 23 and 30, at First United Methodist Church on N. Territorial a quarter-
mile west of Sheldon in Plymouth. - .~/
B Spring concert, “Sing for the Cure " May 5-6, to benefrt the Barbara Ann
Karmanos Institute for Cancer Research.

For more information and ticket order forms, visit the chorale’s Web site

‘at,www.p{yco_mmunrtychorus.org or call the ticket hotline, (734) 340-4807.

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,
With a Little Help From...

within one year.

$129:

PLUS...

available. "

Closing costs are waived unless .
you repay or close the loan

Borrow $20 000 with
'payments as little as
71 per month ;

Fixed;Rate Home
'Equity Loans

get a $200 IKEA® Gift Card***

¢ Free up your cash for holiday expenses by consohdatmg debt
« Save money by lowering your interest rate ~
. Use the IKEA® gift card to trim your tree and deck your halls

**The balloon payment for. thns payment example would be approximately $18,904.83. o
***Limited time offer available while supplies last. Minimum Home Eqmty Loan advance to qualey for offer is $10,000: Loans less than 520 000 will
' receivea $100 XKEA gxft card Does not mclude prevxous loans : ;

WWW cathohcparlshesfcu org

’APR Annual Pcncentage Rate. Rates can change. Stated rate nepresents the lowest rate avmlablc for a five: -year term. Rate is based on credit score and
term of loan. Payments will be amomzed over 30 years with a balloon paymcm or reﬂnancmg available at the end of the loan. Othcr rates md terms are’

mmmymmmsuwm

25800 'Do.; .
Redford, MI 48239
313 533-0040

361 1 1 Fwe ':Mlle Road
L1V0n1a MI48154

/OE08491561

Holiday
Certificates

Certlflcates

though, because he isn’t in it

Operating on a budget that ‘
hovers just over the $80,000 for the money. Gross, the vice
mark, the chorus only has two president of operations for a

sales and marketing firm in
Troy, is in it - as are the unpaid
singers ~ for the love of music.
“T've always loved choral
music,” Gross said. “When I

paid positions - director and
accompanist, And the director’s
salary hasn’t changed since 1984,
when the chorus closed down
the office it rented in downtown

Plymouth and redirected that pick music, I pick music I
. money to the director’s salary. think will touch someone. It’s
That’s OK with Gross, reactionary”

PIAN & Vazc‘e Lessons

£

m your home or mine

79477

Dan and Carol Hrltz

B.A. of Science at Wayne State University
B.A. of Music from Detroit Conservatory of Music
' Rollms Col!ege Conservatory of Musrc Florida

OE08434262
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
'The BeckRidge Chorale with nearly 130 members, hits the stage at Northwlle Hrgh School Saturday and Sunday for its
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Why do SO mony
'occloumed Bose®

N ,‘Stephen Williams of Newsday 3

_ says it “makes the music
e specral" and “is SlmpliIClty»
itself — and simply terrific.”

e Setup iS‘easy: JUSt‘p'll_J‘g'.it in.,'?
No Iarge speakers. No |
~ ,towermg rack of electromcs.
No wires runmng around
your room. e

Jonathan ‘Takiff of the kPhi/adeIphia
| Dally News calls |t “an extraordl-

nary performer

’s less than 15 mches W|de so
,you free up lots of space

Fits elegantly on your living room

. end table, kitchen countertop or
 bedroom nightstand..

No knobs or dials. The audio
‘fine-tunings are automatically
done for you.

‘Play'CDs, MP3 CDs or CD-
R/RWs. Whichever you like.

’ You can order it together W|th
the optlonal Multl-CD Changer to
en]oy hours of music wuthout

lf you order them today

i" The changer is desngned exclu-
~ sively for the Wave® music

~ system. Together they stand Just
6'% inches hlgh &

. The sllm remote controls every
feature

Shown with optional
Multi-CD Changer.

2 You can Connect your TV or MP3
- player and enjoy them with

K It has siX FM and six AM presets

'ﬁ K Forbes FYI says ”you'll think

e The breakthrough waveguide
 room-illing sound wasmvented

mterruptlon. And youwll save $50

e 'You may find yourself turnmg off

. '.fway‘heThOmPSOn of the Oregoniain,k o
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people own the
Wave* musuc system2

“e It's made by Bose, the most
respected name in sound. So |
you know it’s of high quality.
 Awarded the coveted “best of

the best” at the international
- Red Dot awards for outstand-
~ ing design and innovation.

: Wave® musrc system
" shown in Graphite Gray.

- e |t's a gift you feel confident in
- giving, knowing it will be used
“and appreciated every day.

notfceably better sound:.’- g ‘@ Use it to replace a much more
- expensive multi-component

: stereo, and appreciate the value.

 So you can qmckly flnd your i - » ' *

favorite statlons k k!‘ There’s a clock, and an alarm

R - with gently rising volume to

* It reproduces ey.en'deeper notes - soothe you into your day.

_ than the renowned original Wave® ' ’
radio/CD. Instruments are clearer
and better defmed -

" & Rich Warren of the News- Gazette
says “the Wave Music System will -

S o : - flat out seduce you.”
e Play your favorite song and hear |
what you v_e, been MISSINg. I _,Héaring is believing. Use the

30-day Excitement Guarantee to

_ try it in your home - risk free,
you're listening to a...system that , - |

costs five tlmesmore.”

backup memory system stores

your settlngs wrthout battenes
: speaker technology behind’ the

0 ‘Choose Platmum Whlte or
”'Graphlte Gray. to match your

by Bose and onIyBo e has |t
~ décor.

the 1V and redlscovermg music. . ;E;yenthe,finanCing is convenient.

Use your own major credit card
to make 12 easy payments, with

calls it “one- of—a-klnd...my ch0|ce 1o interest charges from Bose.*

, :

for product of the year

SAVE $50 when you order the Wave®
music system with our Multi-CD
Changer by December 31, 2006.

N

o Move it fromroom to room: The o
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. 93in. X 93 in. x4

" 6-8BSeats

+ Total of 38 Jets R
-1 Niagara, 2 Waterfall

.~ 4 Volcano, 5 Cyclone

- 4 Shoulder, 26 Euro Jets

“Solida”

Sizes 7’ or 8’ -
Frame: Melamine

79.5" x 79.5" x 34.75"
2 Seats, 2 Lounges
Total of 33 Jets, 1

d Master Massage,4 Poly = -
Monster Jets, 1 Feature

: Jet(Waterfall), 8 Adj.
Nozzle Cyclone Jets,
19 Euro Jets Size 8

- “Mediterranean”

Frame: Oak

may not
be exact

91.in. X 91 in. x 37in.

2 Seats, 2 Lounges

Total of 33 Jets, 1 Master Mas-
sage,4 Poly Monster Jets, 1 Fea-
< ture Jet(Waterfall), 8 Adj. Nozzle
~Cyclone Jets, 19 Euro Jets

Size8
~ Frame: Melamine

(GREAT LAKES
H‘OME &'RESQRT‘

9
[}

In-Store Coupon- -~ ="~ |g- In-Store Coupon

4478

= SPA nugnsnv | . fgfii“ -
|5 SPASTEPS @ R : TAR : < NI
é SPA COVER : : e g TAB[E SET-UP = |

2 FREE GHEMIGAL STARTER KI | BILLIARD AGGESSO

--‘Q -

Farnrly i Decownt <ot

111 Canton Center Rd.

anton, Ml 48187 P & &F & HOURS Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm
» : . o , o ‘ N Fz’nancngvailrzle Sat: 9am-6pm
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IIquaI immigration called d
threat to nation’s identity

BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

More than jobs, the United
States stands to lose its identity
as a nation if it does not start
cracking down on the tide of ille-
gal immigrants coursing mto the
country.

That was the message of
Colorado U.S. Rep. Tom

-Tancredo when he addressed a
crowd of about 75 people at a-
- private residence in West
Bloomfield Friday night.
Tancredo said the recent.

midterm election was not aref- .
erendum on illegal immigration.

If anything, the returns in the
districts that mattered said
Americans are ¢concerned about
the state of their borders. _
Democrats who think they can
turn against that are ﬂn'tmg w1th
dlsaster )

‘Anywhere people were votmg
on immigration they voted with
us,” he said. “If they come out
with an amnesty plan they’ll see
their razOr—thin majority disap-
pear”

Healso sald it’s a mistake to
think the people who want to
strengthen borders are racists.

U.S. Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-Coldrado, tells listeners that immigration reform is
‘not just about jobs, it's about the identity of the nation itself. '

nent,” Tancredo said. “But what
purpose is there in citizenship if

" America is just a place on the

map?”

The congressman’ visit went
from a plan to a reality just a few
months ago and the hosts’ West
Bloomfield home was packed
with guests to hear his com-
ments. The event was not a
debate and there was no one

there to be converted. The guests

(state) are already seeing a
change;” said David Roth. “If we
have to pay extra for American-
picked fruits, we'll pay extra.”
Bloomfield Township resident

Elaine Bernia said there are defi-

nite dangers to letting the bor-
ders go soft.

. “A country that does not
defend its borders is not a coun-
try;” she said. “We have to secure
our borders, we have to know

Radio show
exceeds its
Toys for
Tots goal

. Jim Harper & The Magic
Morning show have not only
met, but exceeded their goal
in'raising 25,000 toys for
the U.S. Marine Corps
Reserves’ Toys For Tots
Campaign! '

The annual Toys For Tots
Campaign toured Twelve
Oaks Mall, Laurel Park
.Place, Northland Mall, .
.Macomb Mall and Oakland
Mall, collecting new,
unwrapped toys for the U.S.
Marine Corps program.

This year’s grand totals
were 25,591 toys collected
and $13,954 collected.

On-air sponsors of the
2006 Toys For Tots collec-

‘|, tion program are Rock

Financial and Holiday
Automotive. Toys can still
be donated at Art Van,
Chicken Shack or Farmer
"Jack until Dec. 14. ;
Participating toy drop off
locations are listed at
www.DetroitMagic.com.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Gordon Chevrolet's Susan lanni and WMGC's Jim Harper talk about the
Toys program and her involvement with the WMGC cookbook pro;ect that
benefits the Capuchm Soup Kitchen.

Ron Blauet
of the
Michigan
Humane -
Society and
Jim Harper
of WMGC -
talk about
pets and
holidays
during the
Toys for
Tots
program.

You e help

Dear Goodfellows:

or

Goodfellow Fund of Detroit.

'

Old Newsboys’ Goodfellow Fund of Detroit
Dept. 77132, PO Box 77000, Detroit, MI 48277-0132

Yes, I would like to make a donation of §__
“No child goes without a Christmas.”

Q Enclosed is my check made payable to the' Goodfellow Fund of Detroit

3T authorize you to debit my bank card for the above donation to the

It’s not about race, its not about  were already familiar with the who's coming in. We already
creed or religion, he said. It's program and murmured their " know terrorists to get into the
about who the people of the approval whenever familiar country and it’s irresponsible not
United States are as a group. catchphrases or terms floated “to know who people are and
“All we are saying is ‘become over the conversation. where they live.”

‘an American,” Tancredo said. Linda Roth, the host of the While the crowd was appre-
“Diversity is a wonderful thing ~  event and incoming presidentof ~ ciative, he acknowledged there
until it becomes the only thing.  the Bloomfield Republican are significant hurdles standing
‘We cannot have diversity be the Women’s Club, said she met the between his views and the way

. glue that holds us together” . representative in Washington, the country does business.

- The problem, he said;isthata  D.C., and offered the invitation Namely: Until there’s some-
lot of people come to this coun-  for him to come to Michiganand  thing done to stop people from
try and do not assimilate. The speak on the topic. She said it’s hiring illegals there’s no way to
languages of the old countrydo ~  time for the nation to start” keep them from coming to
not disappear in favor of English = enforcing its laws and the wall, America to take those jobs.
and, in the particular case of while not a total solution, could “There’s one thing we can do
immigrants from south of the stop millions from entering the and that’s to enforce the laws, if
border,.a mentality of not having  country illegally. we did that we'd go a long way
moved at all persists. Her husband agreed, saying toward solving this problem,”

“They say they've always lived  the debate was already causing Tancredo said. “The national
in America, which is true if . changes. chamber of commerce has lob-
youre talking about the conti- “Apple growers in Washington . bied heavily against that”

Help the Goodfellows

to help ensure that

8 OE08490643

"B

needy children

Please take a moment and ﬁll out -

S1gnatur¢

Detroit €astern Market

PLEASE PRINT

& om nh we e w0 om0 T o S0 W 0 o e A e oy e o e 0 e e e e e e e 0 e e o e o

this coupon with a donation to the ] @ ; T s
Old Newsboys Goodfellow Fund % "> Cel egbrat £s the 5@%0@ Qf Givi ﬂgg
of Detroit. Every penny that’s Address: - . ‘ o
donated is spent to help needy City: State: Zip: ShOp EaStCI' n Mal’ kCt
metro Detroit schoolchildren. They | 3 visa 1 MasterCard for all your Hollday needs |
will receive a much appreciated and Card Number: ,
needed gift box containing clothing, a,r‘ %lm o . t :
shoes, socks, underwear and even a ExpirationDate: _ MONTH____YEAR Chf 13?21@1&3 Tr ces o Wre ﬁ@h@
small gift for the holidays. LSSVt e e - Poinsettias e Gar;aﬂd
e Unusual Gifts |
& as %@fiﬁj /[ as Spemalt‘y Food Items

Ghristmas %w{{fﬁ

o ‘ Enjoy a day of shopping, then unwind and énjoy a
- OVER 40 STYLES OF ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS

~dining expenence at one of our many great restaurants. .

For a complete listing of shops & restaurants
call 313-833-9300 or visit
www.detroiteasternmarket.com

OE08491008"

Medicare Part D

2007 Open Enroliment Period is
9) November 15th — December 31st, 2006 ]
- 38 DAYS LEFT until open enroliment ends | -

Do you have questlons and need answers to which plan is excellent

for you? Let Ann Arbor financial help you at no cost. You can set up

- an appointment to meet with an agent and complete all forms either
in our local office or by mail. Ann

Arbor Financial will assist you with
all- of your Medlcare supplemental

Pt Blue Cross
) ) Blue Shield :
78\ Blue Care Network
« e of Michigan

,“‘CEIAR CHESTS ON SALE

Huge selectlon :
of curio cabinet:
~consoles, <
clocks and -
accessories

* Reclining Sofas}

* Sectionals

e Recliners
- ® Leather

needs SR
CaII Today’
: | 734-416-8100»Local~
ANN ARBOR 866-699-6566 Toll Free
" FINANCIAL. N

 Call today for an appointment or to have ,
materials sent via mail or email.

729 W, Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth, MI 48170
Ph: (734) 416-8100 ¢ Fax: (734) 416-8250
‘www.annarborfinancial.com

“Fine Tradltlonal Furmshmgs”

2945 S. WAYNE ROAD e WAYNE : 734 721 1 ()44

“ blks N of M'Ch|gan Ave ). “www.wmcfranksfurniture.com
" A0 Hol;day Hours: Mon,, Thurs,, Fri. 9 am -9 pm ¢ Tues., Wed., Sat. 9 am - 6 pm'® Sun. Noon-5 pm

OE08492751
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OUR VIEWS

D|str|ct must use
survey W|sely

The'res been some buzz about whether the Plymouth- k
~ Canton school district should have spent $27,000 ontwosur-
veys relating to the district’s desire to get a bond passed for”

improvements throughout the district.

The first survey, done in August, cost $18,000 and told dis-

trict officials why the two-question, $120 million bond pro-
posal failed so miserably in May. In a nutshell, that survey

pointed out most voters thought the district was asking for o

too many luxuries and too much money.

District officials subsequently decided to go back to the
public with a $62.1 million proposal put in a single question. =
If passed, the bond, set to go before voters Feb. 27, would
include a new middle school in Canton to replace an aging
Central Middle School; the refurbishment of Central for alter-

native education, community education and a curriculum'

center; various replacements and upgrades around the dis-
trict and $2.3 million to reimburse the general fund for the -

purchase of the middle school property on Cherry Hill,

While the May proposals fell by wide margins, the second -
survey, which cost the district another $9,000, indicates some

58 percent of voters are either already in favor or leaning
toward passing the February bond. Only 39 percent are
against or leaning toward voting against it.

Those are good numbers if you're a fan of the bond propos-

*  als, and district officials, spurned by voters last spring, must
have felt good seeing them. The district added the second pro--

posal in May at the last minute, including things like a pool, a
new theater and athletic improvements in what was basically

~ the 11th-hour, a move many observers think cost them the a

election. .

- No such mistake was made this time, as the Board of
. Educatxon trimmed the wish list to those thmgs school board
" members feel are definite “needs” and not “wants”

According to the first survey, district officials failed to con-
vince voters everything in the May proposal, partlcularly
~ those things in the second question, was vital to the operation
of the district. It shouldn't be as difficult this time, since the

list has basically been pared in half. That doesn’t mean

Superintendent Jim Ryan and others don’t have to get out
and sell it. Town-hall style meetings, appearances at civic
groups and homeowners’ associations will be necessary steps
in convincing the public the district needs another $62 1 mil-
lion.

It would be easy, given the numbers suggested by the sec-
ond survey, to think the February election is going to sail. But
all they need do is look back a couple of years, where compla-
cency forced Plymouth Township to go out twice for some-
thing as basic as police and fire services.

" Did the district spend too much money for surveys that
answered seemingly obvious questions? It doesn’t seem like
that much to us; perhaps had they spent it before the May
election, it would have saved them the $90,000 cost of an
election. Once the district has gone out and educated the pub-
lic this time, it will be for voters to Judge whether it was too
much money on surveys.

How they vote in February will answer that questlon soon:

enough.

Governor's tax plan
offers a solid start

Gov Jennifer Granholm has thrown out a challenge to the

Repubhcan majority in the Legislature to act now on a bold

new business tax plan to replace the Single Business Tax.

It is unlikely that the GOP will take the governor’s bait.

Instead, it will leave any action on a new tax to the next
Legislature, with a Republican-controlled Senate and a
Democratic-controlled House.

But after much debate,. complammg and posturlng, the
governor’s proposal has a lot of merit and offers an excellent
starting point for discussing the state’s troubled tax system.

- The governor began with some key goals. First, she wants

to create a revenue-neutral tax. The SBT accounted for almost -

$2 billion, about 22 percent of state revenues. Granholm has
been adamant that all or most of that revenue needs to be
replaced to pay for government services. :

She also wanted a tax with the broadest base and the lowest
tax rate possible, a substantial reduction in personal property
tax, an elimination of tax on payroll, benefits and health care
(a major problem with the SBT) and fo preserve economic

development. Granholm’s. proposal firmly addresses these

goals and, according to her office’s calculations, 77 percent of
' busmesses will actually see a tax reduction.

She also argues that her proposal will make 'Mleh1gan high-

- ly competitive with other states. In the state’s efforts to attract
new high-tech businesses, while holding on to our manufac-

turing base, the proposal includes more than $125 millionin

tax credits for hlgh-tech businesses. The state needs to bal-
ance establishing a competitive tax environment with provid-
ing needed state and local government services. We can not
and should not sacrifice one for the other.

Any proposal by a governor must work its way through the
leglslaxlve process. The governor has done her part by oﬂ'enng \,

avidble alternatlve to the SBT

@ﬁg"e”tuer

Punusuro THURSDAY AND SUNDAY. .

ﬂmﬁ'
; ‘Brad Kadrich Susan Rosiek S
Community Editor 'Executlve Editor Peter Neill
' - Vice President
-Hugh Gallagher ,Marty Carry General Manager
Managing Edit\erjf Advertising ~
Director

Rlchard Aqrman Pubhsher Ementus k o

‘;‘Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the I|ves of our read-
ers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
 to the business success of our customers.

&
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SHH... STOP
WHINING!

VAR o xp gt Ll

A tax plan

T tried to write a long article explaining
how Michigan ought to deal with its
budget woes, but like most budget talk, it
was a pitiful failure. So, I've reduced that
article to simple math and simpler lan-

.guage that everyone — even folks in

Lansing — can easily understand:

- - State budget deficit — $1 billion. Bad.

Funding cuts in education, police, fire,

social services and criminal justice. More

criminals on the street, less cops, dumber
kids. Bad for Michigan.
Single Business Tax — generates $1.9

“billion for Michigan. Good for Lansing,

bad for business owners. Replacement
tax coming which will cut business taxes
$500 million more. $500 million more
deficit. Total deficit now — $1 billion +
$500 million = $1.5 billion. More cuts in
education, police, fire, social services and
criminal justice. Even more criminals on
the street, even less cops, and even
dumber kids. Very bad for Michigan.
Idea: Extend sales tax to services! |
Extending sales tax to services will raise
somewhere between $2.7 billion and
$7.3 billion for Michigan. $2.7 billion
and $7.3 billion are both more than
deficit of $1.5 billion. Hmmm, enough to

- plug deficit and keep criminals off the

street, but also enough to buy everyone a
Hummer. Too much money for ; govern-

‘ment. Hmmm.

Idea: Tax cut for everyone, not just
business! How? Take. low estimate of

~ service sales tax revenue for Michigan —

$2.7 billion. $2.7 billion — $1.5 billion =
$1.2 billion. $1.2 billion is surplus. $1.2

‘billion not needed by government. $1.2

~ criminal Justlce

billion could be refunded to you' But.
how?
Idea: Cut rising property taxes! And

make Michigan one of the lowest busr- o
* lot of our friends and co-workers dld lose

ness tax states!

It’s nice to have $1.2 billion surplus to -
help people with high property taxes It’s
nice to have low business taxes to
encourage investment from all corners of
the globe. It’s nice to adequately fund
education, pohce, fire omal semces and

It’s not nice to have $1 5 bllhon deficit,
more criminals, fires and dumb kids. It’s
notnice to have everyone fighting over

- crumbs left by old industry. -

| Veterans gwe thanks

it went to the veterans at the VA Hospltal
" in Ann Arbor in the form of personal
- needs items that the patients. requu'e and

Sales tax on services combmed with
property tax cut and low tax business ch-
mate in Mlchlgan, good for future Very
good." .

- Joe Hawver
PIymouth Townshlp

Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 .

Vietnam Veterans of America would like
* to thank all of the people that attende

the CRUZIN 528 at the Plymouth’ VFW
Post 6695 in 2006. I know that all tho
that brought their cars or just came t
see them had a good time from May unti
September. CRUZIN 528 with Darell -
Bazman and Bob Paul as co-chairm:
(with an excellent crew) ralsed more
than $2,600.

~That money was all put to good u

" LETTERS

would otherwise have to pay for them-
selves. Darell went to Kohl’s in Canton -
where the store manager, Lisa Grasso,
worked with him and got the best deal

on items from slacks to bathrobes. I was'
in charge of the personal care items that

were obtained from Meijer of Canton.
More than 1,000 items were pur- -
chased. Items, which included tooth-
paste to seven-day pill holders, will make
the patients’ lives a little easier. Special

. thanks go to the store director Taryn

Barnes, manager Jenny White, everyone

" in the pharmacy, and the cashier Coleen
- Bonior for helping me get it all together.

Thanks to Tim for helping me load it in

my truck. Also thanks to the wonderful . -

person that donated to me when they
heard about our project. ~

At this time of giving, it was meaning-
ful to make our delivery on Monday, Nov.
20. When we got to the VA Hospital,
besides myself, Darell Bazman, Mike
Ramsey, Bob Paul, Vaughn Hull, and
Dale Lubke were there to unload the
vehicles. I would like to thank Beverly
Leneski for being our contact at the hos-

pital.
CRUZIN 528 will be in its fourth year

* in 2007 and we hope to see a lot of great

vehicles. Starting in May till September,
all are welcome to come just to take a

look around.

o Gary Kubik

Canton

Chapter 528 VVA PIymouth /Canton :

Lost jobs

The Michigan Mumclpal League does-

't want AT&T to join the cable televi--

sion competition. In 1984 AT&T was

- broken-up in the name of competition.

We, as AT&T employees, didn't lose .
any money due to franchising fees, but a

-their job.
chk Ford, ‘
ATST retlree
: k k Plymoutn“
Don't ask for more |

I suspect that the 300 or so. people

- interviewed were the working ones not '
the ones who are affected by or worrymg
~about how they are goir
- utility bﬂls orh
‘ nvehlcles ‘

‘In this group*Iwonder if'it 1ncluded

the ones who were waiting at the unem- | "

~ ployment line? Did it'include the people

whose unemployment benefitshave run

~out? Did it include any of the Ford

 retirees who are paying more for theu' ‘
e :,hea.lth benefits?

All these have to exist on what they
have, no askmg for more’ ~
: " ' Mark Mrddleton

- Lrnda Roushkolb Cassad Plac

srdent opposed to the underpass pro;ect on Sheldon Road . '

| Chanqe way we vote

«Plymouth Observer

( bkadnch@hometownhfecom -

~ programs throughout the year‘ Some of

the chamber events that are the most vis-
ible that your support makes possible

- include the weekly Farmer’s Market

(May-October); Great Pumpkin Caper
and costume contest; Youth Leadership
Plymouth (eighth-graders); Adult

. Leadership Plymouth; Plymouth Hall of

Fame; Plymouth After Dark, When the
Stars Come Out; Scarecrows in the Park;
Walk of Christmas Trees\in Kellogg Park; .
Santa Claus’ arrival the day after
Thanksgiving; Santa Claus in his house
visiting each weekend during the holi-
days; Ann Arbor Road Giveaway Days;
Community Shred Day; Old Village and

.Downtown Plymouth Restaurant

Crawls; Showcase Plymouth; Business
Beautification Awards; State of the
Community Breakfast. -

Our appreciation and gratitude goes .
out to our community for all your contin-
ued support through out the year. We
look forward to seeing each and every

‘one of you this upcoming year at these

wonderful events.
Commerce means “trade;” so remem-

~ ber the Plymouth Community Chamber

of Commerce is a local volunteer busi-
ness organization. We have over 650
business members from Barber Shops to
Manufacturing. Your Chamber is totally
supported by membership dues and
donations. Members of the business
community (the Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce) give back in so
many ways — such as financing the pro-.
grams listed above.

‘We sincerely thank you.

: Fran Toney

executlve drrector,

Every voter in America should want
thelr vote to count and to be recounted
if necessary with a paper ballot. I sup-
port any initiative to change the way we
vote in order to protect the vote.

‘What we have witnessed in the past

several elections is how electronic voting

machines are subject to great error. They -
are also subject to possible tampering of
which we have never known before.

" Americans need to believe their efforts

“to Vote results in fair’ electlon results.

Patrrcla I.mna

SHARE YOUR 0PINIONS |
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phoné number

- for verification. We ask that your letters be 400

words or less. We may edlt for clanty space and
content ) KR e

~ Mait: -
tters to the: edltor N

794 South Main o
Plymouth,_ Mi 48’147‘0; i

34) 459 4224 " L

E-mail:
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Great Lakes facing disaster
unless Congress acts = now

nyone who cares about fish, take note: Sport and
commercial fishing throughout the entire Great
" /Lakes is at total risk because of politics and grid-
lock in Washington. This is an industry worth more
than $7 billion annually — and involves four mil- -
~ lion recreational boats. '
The main culprits are carp — and Congress.
Specifically; Asian silver carp, originally imported
from China to eat the muck from fish farm ponds.
These fish are now working their way up the :
M1ss1ss1pp1 River toward Lake Michigan. They con-
sume as much as 20 percent of
their weight in plankton per day, -
and grow to more than 100
pounds. Everyfishery expert
agrees that if they ever get into the
Great Lakes, they could complete-
ly wipe out the ecosystem that sup-
ports trout, salmon and virtually
everything else living in the largest
Phil body of pure fresh water on the
globe.
. Theonly thmg standing

between the carp and the Great
Lakes is an experimental electric barrier in the
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, about 25 mlles
downstream from Lake Michigan. »

Installed four years ago, it repels fish by firing
pulses of electricity through cables strung along the

bottom. But the original barrier is failing and prone

to blackouts. A new one was supposed to be in place
last year. But engineers are worried that so much
electricity pumped into the canal might set off -
explosions in the heavy barge and shipping traffic.
While they struggled with the problem, money to
finish the new electronic barrier ran out. The price
tag to complete the project is now estimated at
around $10 million.

That’s all it would cost to save the Great Lakes. To
put it in perspective — $10 million is 1 percent of
what the government spends in Iraq per day! And
everybody — the U.S. government; the Senate and
the House; Great Lakes governors; and countless.
environmentalists and fishermen — has known

. about this for years!

" “This i$ our Katrina,” says Andy Buchsbaum, the
director of the Great Lakes office of the National
Wildlife Federation. “We can see it coming. And we
can actua]ly stopit. It Would be absolute folly to do
nothing”

But, alas, nothing is what's been going onin a
bizarre and outrageous tangle of science, engineer-
ing, money, politics and Washington gridlock.

~ Nothing could happen 'til the Army Corps of
Engineers figured out how to solve the electnmty
problem.

Nothing now can be done, when the old ba:mer is

' failing and the new, more effective barrier can't be
turned on. Nothing can be done until the $10 mil-
lion to pay for design, construction and operation of
barriers.against the carp can be authorized and
appropriated by the U.S. Congress.

X Stop infor
Es» our Wacky

Wnsi‘bom
_MARKET _

The legislative vehlcle for the money is the gigan-
tic, pork-laden Water Resources Development Bill

. (WRDA), which has been sitting around for years,

untouched by any prospect of passage.

Meanwhile, the bill is under the jurisdiction of
the House Transportation Committee, which is
chaired by Rep. Don Young , R-Alaska, the author
of the “bridge to nowhere” appropriation.

-He's the man who fought to build a $315 million
bridge to an Alaskan island with fewer than 50 peo-

‘Ple, while Congress stalls on $10 million to save the

Great Lakes.’ I don’t know whether to laugh or cry.

The congressional Great Lakes Task Force, made
up of members from the states around the lakes,
has been urging the committee for four yearsto
authorize money to fix the old barrier, design and
build the new one and operate both.

Nothing has happened. How come? Because lan-
guage authorizing the money is part of the WRDA
bill, which in turn is stalled because of a disagree-
ment between the House and the Senate.

T'm told there is no chance whatsoever that this
bill will be passed by the lame-duck Congress this
year.

US. Rep. John Dingell , D-Dearborn, himself an
avid fisherman, is furious. “I am outraged that the

- permanent Asian carp barrier has been held
hostage for the past few years;” Dingell told me. “We -

simply cannot afford to have this creature get into - -
our precious Great Lakes and create havoc. We
must see that the barrier becomes a reality just as
soon as possible.”

So what to do? His fellow Democrat, U.S. Rep
Bart Stupak, who represents the Upper Peninsula
and much of northern lower Michigan, is draftinga -
bill that would gain the authorization to spend the
$10 million needed to put the barrier in place.

Maybe it passes, maybe it doesn’t.

The National Wildlife Federation’s Buchsbaum
says the current thought is to separate the carp bar-
rier from the stalled bill by introducing next year a
bill authorizing $10 million to upgrade the tempo-

_ rary barrier, build the new barrier and operate both.

There may be renewed hope. Democrats will con-
trol Congress next year, giving Dingell and Stupak
more clout. And the new chairman of the ‘
Transportation Committee will be Minnesota

. Democrat Jim Oberstar, whose district borders

Lake Superior. He understands the nnphcatlons of

_doing nothing.

Here’s hoping. But there isa deeper meamng in
messes like this, where an obvious problem could be
fixed by an equally obvious solution. This story .
demonstrates that we have created a political sys-
tem in this country that is simply unable to work
effectively. And that leaves us all very much in peril.

Phil Power is president and founder of The Center for
Michigan, a moderate think-and-do tank. The opinions and oth-
ers expressed here are his own and do not represent official
policy positions of The Center for Michigan. Readers can con-
tact Power at ppower@hcnnet.com.
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Anonymous mailings cowardly

way to deal with resentment.

fter years of poring through police reports as
part of the job, I got a chance Monday to do
isomething I'd never done.

Make a police report.

I sat with Plymouth Police Oﬁicer

Christopher Lahtinen for about 30 minutes,
describing in as much detail as there was the
third dog-feces-filled letter I'd gotten in three
months. It came Nov. 28, this time in a card-
board U.S. Post Office envelope, rather than the

paper/bubble-wrap envelopes that carried the
first two. -

They'd been arriving about
once a month, childish respons-
es to something either the paper
| had printed (the first one con-
tained a photocopy of a letter to
the editor) or something I'd
written (the last two contained
photocopies of columns I'd
written). All three had hand-
written, derogatory statements
~ challenging my integrity. -

And all three contained old,
stinky dog poop, just sprinkled in the bottom of
the envelope. |

The first had four stamps on it, but it hadn't

Brad .

“been mailed, simply dropped in our mailbox.

The second and third were postmarked from
Detroit, apparently to disguise the mailer’s true
origin. Of course, had the sender been a bit
smarter, he’'d have realized that was more trou-
ble than it was worth, since there’s very little
chance anyone is ever going to catch him.
‘Officer Lahtinen, a very professional young
man, dutifully took all the pertinent informa-

_tion, let me know they’d be sending the enve-

lope to the Michigan State Police crime lab. I'd
already talked to postmaster Dennis Wieczorek
and Plymouth Police Chief Wayne Carroll, both
of whom expressed a wﬂllngness todowhatis -
necessary and a belief i 1t won't really do much
good.

Wieczorek pointed out it isn’t actually agamst :

the law to send dog poop through the mail,
although the sender is probably violating some
health code. Carroll suggested I file a harass-
ment complaint, although he noted the sender
was probably smart enough to wear gloves, thus
‘eliminating the chance for finding fingerprints.

‘T'm not so sure. If you're stupid enough to
send dog poop through the mail over something
a columnist wrote, I'm not sure you're smart
enough, or careful enough, to worry about fin-
gerprints. But I digress.

The last thing Lahtinen said to me was, “If
you get any other letters let us know and we'll |
add it to the file. From the looks of thmgs, you're
due for one in a couple of weeks.”

It came early..

When I got back to the office Monda,y, the let-
ter sat in our pile of mail. Postmarked again
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The first had four stamps on it, but it
hadn't been mailed, simply dropped in our..
mailbox. The second and third were =
postmarked from Detroit, apparentlyto

disquise the mailer’s true origin.

* from Detroit, this one was a “thank you” card,

ostensibly signed by state Rep. John Stewart, =
The first poop letter was also * ‘signed” by L
Stewart. Inn fact, the third note also invoked 1
Stewarts name, calling me a “S’oewart lover . e
jerk. i
Stewart vehemently denied sending the ﬁrst
note; I didn’t bother asking him about the sub-
sequent notes because I don't believe he had

"anything to do with it

Since all of the notes included photoooples of
things we'd either printed or written about the -
race to replace Stewart in the House, it'snot ;!
hard to draw the conclusion the sender hasn’t =~ .,
appreciated our coverage. Our editorial voice — -, .
including columns I've written and local edlton- o
al comments — has been hard onthose who |
waged war in the Republican primary in that
race. It got plenty ugly, and we didn’t hes1tate
pointing it out.

Clearly, though, whoever is bemg this churhsh
doesn’t care much for Stewart; he also doesnt

~ know me very well. Stewart and I have had our

moments, and he’s not a big fan of this newspa- B

" per lately.

1 suggested to the police they start looking at
folks who bear animus toward Stewart. Of
course, that could be just about anyone these
days, particularly in the leadershlp of the
Republican party.

I have an idea who is sending these notes,
though I expect we'll never know for sure. One - »
possibility: The screwball used an ordinary, lick—
to-seal envelope this time, so it’s p0551b1e DNA
could be extracted. .

People have a First Amendment nght to free- ‘
dom of speech. They have a right to their opin- ...
ion. They have a right to disagree with me; heck,_‘ g
sometimes it seems like the national pastime. .
But surely there’s a better way to do it than
sending dog feces through the mail. That’s
something anyone older than 3 would know
better than to do.

People have used words hke crazy, “nuts,” =
“disturbed” and “disgusting” to describe the situ- -
ation and the sender. I’d like to add another.

Coward.

Brad Kadrlch is community editor of the Plymouth
Observer. He would prefer you contact him by e- man sincg
dog poop can't be sent that way. E-mail him at LI
bkadrich@hometownlife.com or call at (734) 459-2700. ~
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Help feed people in our community by making a donation at your neighborhood Krager,f
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Your contribution will help replenish your local food bank. See any cashier for details.
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BY ALEX LUNDBERG
“STAFF WRITER

Citing an increasingly com-
petitive environment for con-
ventions and the possibility of

_losing a major event, Wayne
County Executive Bob Ficano is
proposing a new plan to put a
-new face on Detroit’s Cobo
Center.

Ficano is putting forward a
plan to renovate Cobo and

" reorganize its operations to
draw business into the region
_and keep existing busmess
~ where it is. :

“Cobo generates $800 mll-
lion a year in economic activi-
ty,” Ficano said. “If a business
came in offering to do that we'd
all be turning backflips.”

_Part of that activity, the
North American International
Auto Show, is on shaky ground.
For years, participants have
complained the Cobo venue

isn't large enough anymore and

~ competing shows, in Los
Angeles, Beijing and other
cities, could be p01sed to eclipse

 Ficano proposes major
on for Cobo Hall

the Detroit
event.

“We're
competing
with the
world, not
just other

8 : American
Ficano cities,” he
said. “We have to look like it.”

The new Cobo plan would
expand the floor space, reor-
ganize the layout around the
center to make it easier to navi-
gate and place the building in
private hands.

The building would be oper-
ated by Walbridge Aldinger
and Hines Interests with repre-
sentatives from Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb coun-
ties, the City of Detroit and the
State of Michigan serving as an
advisory board. The plan also
creates a $180 million endow-
ment for operating funds.

Oakland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson has long been
an opponent of suburban fund-
ing of a new Cobo Arena. The

_new plan has some bnghter
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points, but he still finds it-
unacceptable.

“The good news is that
Ficano and his team dropped
the price from $650 million to
$450 million,” he said. “The.

 bad news is there are a lot of

stakeholders Who aren’t at the
table”

The first of those stakehold-
ers is the state. He said the
DeVos Arena got a $60 million
bump from Lansing and there -
should be something similar,
even if not so large, for the
state’s marquee city. He also
said the new Cobo plan only
affects Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb counties when other
counties, like Washtenaw,
should be part of the plan. ' .

Similarly, the two largest
beneficiaries of a new Cobo
should be somewhere in the
mix.

“The effort to retain the

North American International -

Auto Show is one of the biggest
reasons to have a new Cobo
and the Big Three aren’t

' 1nvolved‘?” Patterson asked

0CC to host bird flu forum Dec. 11

- Oakland Community College’s

Student Life Committee will -
present a forum on a possible
bird flu epidemic, Monday; Dec.
11, at the Orchard Ridge Campus
in Farmington Hills.

The two-hour program begins

at 10 a.m. in the campus’ Smith
Theatre. Admissionis free and
the public is invited. Light
refreshments will be served.
Speakers include Dr. James

Averill, deputy pandemic
influenza coordinator of the
Michigan Department of Health.
Dr. Averill will describe the
nature of influenza and cover the
state’s plan for dealing with an

" outbreak.

Public Health Nurse Elaine
Houser of the Oakland County

Health Department’s Emergency

Preparedness Office will make a

"PowerPoint presentation on the
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study-related examinations,
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" For more information,
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county plan. ~

Finally, OCC Environmental : Everyone knows about leav— less about: your favonte hohdayﬁ
Health & Safety Manager - |- ing cookies and Im]k for tradition and we’ll publish
Michael Schmidt will speak on "+, Santa. b responses in an upcoming -
the college’s plan for coping with | = Ormaking latkes at » you've crea'oed - issue. Also, share your
apandemic. | “Hanukkah. And ]1ghtmg can- a totally newtradi-  Christmas photos w1th our’

For further informationcall | dles during tionoryouveputa  readers.: - :
Dusty Rhodes at (24:8) 522- Kwanzaa. -~ . .unique spin on an old Send rephes by Fmday, Dec
3595. . Even the festivus one. What makesthe - 15, to Hugh Gallagher, 3625

The Orchard Ridge Campusis | pole has become a season special for you Schoolcraﬁ Livonia, MI 48510
located at 27055 Orchard Lake seasonal icon thanks andyourfamily? @+  ore-mail hga]lagher@home—
Road, just south of I-696. Free o Seinfeld. Tell isin 200 wordsor  townlife.com.
parking is available in nearby s R
campus lots.

' s 5%

_ “What about the three ¢ casmos, '
_who will benefit more than
- them from more conventlon

- sweeten the deal for him.

downtown Detrout

~ county _]udges have released
 inmates from jail because of
" overcrowding,” he said. “T'm -

traﬂic‘?” : -looking at $90 million for a

" The upshot, he sard would ‘new jail and he wants: $200
be that more playersat the - million for Cobo?. That 5.
table would make the continu-  what I'm dealing with. -

ation of the existing hotel tax "
more palatable for suburban ‘carrot to countles in the form
voters. It would certainly

“Over the pasf tw years,

i plan, it’s aframeworkv fa. :

The new Cobo plan oﬁ'ers a’ ‘works, Ficano said. “This’
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Lucky Day or call 1-877-TOP-RATE for more detalls. .

With the Charter One Lucky Day Home Equity Sweepstakes, every card savéﬁ you money because yoo get
interest off. your Home Equity Loan or kLine. So you can’t lose. Apply for.a Home Equity Loan or Line and you’ll"
‘also have a chance to win 100,000 Everyday Points you can redeem for great Rewards. 100 people will win.

But the Lucky Day Home Equity Sweepstakes won’t be gomg on forever. So come in today and make this your
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No purchase.or appiication necessary. See a banker for details and Official Rulss. Open to legal U.S. residents residing in CT, RI, VT, NH, PA, DE, NY, NJ, OH, MA, M1, ME, L, KY and IN who'are 18 years of age or ofder. Vol

. where prohlbtted Sweepstakes ends 12/15/06. Mait your handwritten completed entry, in a hand-addressed envelope (one entry per envelope) postmarked by 12/15/06, to Citizens Bank/Charter One Lucky Day Sweepstake
PO Box 7914, Melville, NY 11775-7914. 181 Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. ;
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AROUND TOWN

Olivet scholarship = .. -
_ Olivet College is offering every high
- school in Michigan the ability to nomi-
nate two graduating seniors to
receive the new Olivet College High
School Guidance Counsetor
Scholarship. The scholarship is worth
$2,000 a year for four years equaling
atotal of $8,000 for each qualified
student. Enroltment availability is
based on a first come, first served
basis. The scholarship program
empowers the guidance counselor or
staff to chose two responsible seniors
who have at least a 3.0 cumulative
GPAand 19 or higher on.the ACT. One
of the selected students must also
demonstrate a greater need for finan-
cial assistance. For more information
on the Olivet College High School
Guidance Counselor Scholarship pro-
gram, contact the Office of Enroliment
Management at (800) 456-7189 or e-
. mait admissions@olivetcollege.edu-
New Year's Eve party
-Urban Singles presents “Ring in the
New Year," with live entertainment -
from Jimmy Howard and Company
Sunday, Dec.’31. Doors open at 6:30
p.m.; the party goes until 1a.m. The
“party takes place at the Livonia Elks,
31M7-Plymouth Road in Livonia

(between Merriman and Middlebelt).

Tickets are $50 per person until Dec.
8; $60 after Déc. 8, and cover dinner
and beverage. Dinner is served at 7:30
p.m. Overnight accommodations will
be available. Deadline for tickets is
Friday, Dec. 22. :

- For more information, call Linda, (734)
507-9173, or Mary Ann, (734) 654-0115.

MARSP meeting
All public school retirees are invited
1o attend the next luncheon of the
Northwest Wayne County Chapter of
the Michigan Association of Retired -
School Personnel Wednesday, Dec. 13.
MARSP meets at 11:30 a.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, 19801
Farmington Road in Livonia. The
Churchill High School Choir will pro-
vide holiday music. Make reservations
by Dec. 13 by calling (248) 477-9764.
The cost is $10.

Shopping expo
RKE presents "Unique Treasures Gift
Shopping Expo,” featuring gift items,
demos, prizes, refreshments; and
cash-and-carry/special orders. The
event takes place 10 a.m. to 7. p.m.
Saturday, Dec..9, at the Mettetal
Airport at Joy and Lilley in Canton.

~ For more information, call (248) 355-.
9552. '
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Student development conference
_ Wayne State University's James S.
Measeli Public Relations Student -
Society of America chapter and
Eastern Michigan University's Eleanor
Wright PRSSA chapter have partnered
to hold the 10th-annual student devel-
opment conference; The conference
will be held at the Four Points
Sheratonin Ann Arbor Dec. 9, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. The conference will be
followed by an informal social held in
the hotel's Street Side Bar and Grill.
The event is open to all students who ¢
wish to network and learn from pro-
fessionals in the many areas of public
relations. The conference is open to
all students in all majors. To attend
the conference, contact Michael
Munie, Conference Coordinator at
mmunie@emich.edu or.you can regis- -
ter at the door the day of the event.
Registration is $35 for PRSSA mem-
- bers, $40 for nonmembers if done.
before December Ist. After December
1st, registration is $40 for PRSSA
members, $45 for nonmembers.
Included in the registration fee is a
light breakfast and lunch.
Career development scholarship -
The Wayne Business and Professional
- Women's Club is now accepting appli-
cations for a “Career Development -
Scholarship” to recognize and sup-
port women entering or re-entering
the work force or seeking to advance
. their careers. Candidates seeking -
application forms should send a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to:
‘Wayne Business and Professional
Women's Club, Career Development
Scholarship Committee, 34030
Fountain Blvd., Westland, M! 48185.
Completed applications are due post-.
marked by Jan. 31. For more informa-
tion, call Amy Allen, (734) 522-1603.
Card party/luncheon
Victoria Chapter #290, OES, Livonia
Masonic Temple hosts a card
party/luncheon noon-3 p.m. the sec-
~ond Tuesday of each month.
Admission is $6; event features table
prizes and door prizes. The temple is
located at 27705 W. Seven Mile in
Livonia. For more information, call
(734) 459-6063.
Holiday nights
This December, step into a Chrnstmas
card of the past during Holiday Nights
in Greenfield Village, Dec. 8-9, 15-17
and 19-23. Tickets are on sale now
and can be purchased by calling (313)
982-6001 or visiting The Henry Ford’s
Web site at www.thehenryford.org.

. Genealogical Society

The next meeting of the Livingston
County Genealogical Society takes
place 7 p.m. Dec. 7 at the First United-
Methodist Church, 1230 Bower Road in
Howell. The meeting will be a social
evening sharing holiday stories and -
mementoes, and will feature a "White

A"ining hand

Giving Hope Women's Giving Circle members Joan Noricks (from left), Loren Wadington and Nancy Richter
recently presented a $655 check to Steve Darr, director of Canton’s Open Door Food Bank, to purchase personal
hygiene products for women receiving assistance from the Food Bank. The money was donated by attendees of
the recent kick-off event for the newly established Giving Circle. The Food Bank, affiliated with the Tri-City ‘

. Christian Center, has had a shortage of products such as shampoo, combs and brushes, lotions, and make up
because of an increase in the number of families needing assistance. ‘Full bellies are more important than clean
hair, but there is a need for hygiene products. The women in our program will be very grateful,’ Darr said. Giving
Hope is a pooled fund through which members make grants on issués related to women and their families in the
greater Canton and Plymouth area. A fund of the-Canton Community Foundation, lemq Hope currently has 33
founding members. Any Woman interested in the Giving Circle can visit the group’s Web site at

www.cantonfoundation.org or call (734) 495-1200.

Elephant” sale. The public is invited.
For more information, call Margaret
Bowland, (810) 227-7745.

- Hospice training

Heartland Hospice is looking for car-
ing and dedicated people with an
interest in serving terminally ill
patients and their families in

- Washtenaw, western Wayne, Moriroe
and Livingston counties. Volunteers
provide a variety of services including
companionship, light housekeeping,
errand running, grief support and
clerical services. For more informa-
tion, contact volunteer coordinator
Candice Jones, (888) 973-1145.

Literacy Council tutors

The Community Literacy Council (CLC).

is looking for volunteer tutors in
W~stern Wayne County to help adults
improve their reading, writing and -
communication skills. The CLC will
provide training to interested volun-
teers. Previous experience or a bache-
lor's degree is not required. The coun-
cil will provide free training and mate-
rials, and then match you with an
adult student in your area. Call (734)
416-4906 for more information.
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" o AAA Disney Magic Mom:
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AAA Vacationse Packages.

[ Ask about AAA Va;ations¢ benefits!
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fdr stays most nights 1/1-2/14, 8/5-1053, 11/25-12/19/07. The number of rooms allocated for this package may be limited. Tickets are for one Theme Park per day, non-transfer- -

able and must be used W|th|n 14 days of first use. AAA Member Benefits are valid for select dates at Walt Dlsney WorId@ Resort. AS to Dlsney artwork/propemes ©Disney .-

Toastmasters meet

Do you have a fear of public speak-
ing? Do you need to do presentations
at work and don't know where to
start? Or are you terrified of the
thought of standing in front of a
group-of people to present that
report? 1f you answered "yes" to any
of these questions, then o
Toastmasters is for you! Canton
Communicators Club meets every
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the Canton
Coney Island on Lilley, just south of
Joy, in the Golden Gate Plaza. For
additional information, contact
Bonnie at (734) 646-2231.

Grief support
New Hope Center for Grief Support is
a Christian-based bereavement out-
reach and resource center located in
Northvitle. Age appropriate groups for
widows and widowers are provided in
various locations in southeastern
Michigan including groups for young”
widows and widowers and their chil-
dren between the ages of 4 through
the teen years. Groups for parents
who have lost a child, adults who
have lost a parent, pet loss, and other
specialized groups are offered at vari-
ous times of the year. All services for

adults and children are offered at no
cost to the participants. If you are
grieving or know someone who is,
please call the office at (248) 348-0115
for further information about services
provided by New Hope Center for
Grief Support, or visit www.newhope-
center.net.

oS

Rotary AM.
The Plymouth Rotary Club of
Plymouth AM. meets at 7 a.m. every
Tuesday at the Plymouth Cultural
Center, 525 Farmer. New members are
always welcome. Contact Mark
Hammar, president, Rotary Club of
Plymouth AM., by callmq(734) 455
6620.

Plymouth Newcomers
Plymouth Newcomers & Neighbors -
playgroups for children ages 0-5 meet

~ several times during the week at

“member homes and occasional spe-
cial events. Come meet new parents
while your kids meet their own new
friends! For details, contact Janet

“Keller at (734) 451-1840 or robertplus- Lo

janet@aol.com
Fibromyalgia/Chronic Fatigue

)

The Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Association
will meet 1-3 p.m. on the first
Thursday of each month at Merriman
Road Baptist Church on Merriman
south of Ford. There will be a quest
speaker at each meeting and a vari-
ety of topics will be covered. There is
no membership fee but a small dona-
‘tion will be accepted. For information
call Lucy Rowley 734-462-1768
MOPS meet
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
meets twice monthly from
September-May, for moms and their
<children, newborn-kindergarten, at
Lakepointe Bible Church in Plymouth.
For more information, call Crystal
Johnson, (734) 459-1861.
Mosaic
.MOSAIC is a group where Moms come -
together to be refreshed and
equipped for the important task of
mothering. It presents speakers on
child and family issues, has small-
group discussion time, crafts and
brunch. Child care is provided. It
meets.at Plymouth Baptist Church,
42021 Ann Arbor Trail, on the first and -
third Tuesday mornings of each
month, September to May. Contact
Resha at (734) 207-0658 or
resha@juno.com

Moms Club
Moms Club of Livonia- S/Plymouth
Canton and Westland offers a variety
of activities for stay-at-home moms
and their children. For more details;
call Birthe at (734) 458-8143 or
Kimberly at (248) 231-6120.

DAR
The Sarah Ann Cochrane Chapter-
Daughters of the American Revolution
meets the third Monday of each
month except January, July and
August. A group with ancestors who
fought in American Revolution.
Members participate in community
work involving veterans' hospitals,
schools and community service. Call
(734) 420 2775 for further informa-
tion.

German/American Club of Plymouth
Meets on the third Thursday of the
month at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, located at 39100 Schoolcraft
Road, Plymouth. Call Mary Ann at
(734) 420-0857 for further informa-
tion.

American Legion

Saata A

Beasley-Zalesny Post 112 meets at the -

1.0.0.F. Hall on the third Monday of
each month at 7:30 p.m. All veterans
that served during any of the wars
are eligible. Contact (734) 459-7324
for further information.
Women's Farm and Garden Ciub-
Piymouth
Meets every second Monday of each
month from September through June.
Persons interested in joining may. .

contact club president Linda Coughlin.

at (734).459-7418.

A timeless classic.

set. The captivating

chain. The clean,

Circle of Love is one
of the most sought-
-after designs of the
season.

Yato 1 carat
‘total weight:
. 8360 to $1,255

Free 2 Hour L1mo R1de w1th

‘ 'Frc’e Glft Wrépping :

' SHOWROOM OF

your dlamond rmg purchase :

v

FINE JEWELRY

www. showroomofelegance.com

What she Really Wants...

The Circle of Love
Diamond Pendant
This harmonious circle

of round-cut diamonds

is exquisitely prong-

pendant floats freely on
a 14K white gold cable

simple elegance of the

Holiday Hours
Fri. —Sat Dec 8- 9'~

Monday, Dec 11
“Tues.-Sat., Dec. 12
Sunday, Dec. 17 .

=16

Chnstmas Eve ..
Closed Dec. 25 & 26 .

Showroom of Elegance |
- 6018 Canton Center Rd.
(North of Ford Rd.)

P' 734.207.1906

.9:30-6:00 p.m.
9:30-8:00 p.

Noon 5:00 p: m.
Mon.-Sat., Dec.-18-23.. .9:30-8:00 p. m.
..11:00-3:00 p.m..

e
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Birds chart

their own

courses in the sky

“At any time of the year and in any part
of the world, a bird student can always
find pleasure in his hobby, where unsee
ing, unhearing people find little of inter-
-est” -

- Samuel Scoville Jr.

normous pleasures are to

‘be found in expected activi-
ty at cold weather bird

- feeders: A chickadee industri-
~ously works the meaty kernel out
-of a sunflower seed on a frosty

- merning, a downy woodpecker

tears voraciously into a suet slab,

aflock of

~doves settles
into peck
seed, and the
occasional
Cooper’s hawk

slow-to-

respond dove.
" But for me,

the best pleas-

Oakland
Naturally

ing the avian
world are the
unexpected.
And those

- notable bird-
ing moments
are almost always away from the
feeder.

It’s a tale of adaptation, birds
independent of flock behavior, -
birds exploring their ways and
blending their natural behavior
to the opportunities of the ways

_ of nature and the acts of

~ mankind. ‘ ,

- Birds do not always follow

- conventional printed wisdom.

_“They do not range north of
-Ohio” may be very wrong. “By

< November they have departed

* for warmer climates.” Tell that to

*-a species and they would flap
their feathers in amusement at

-the assumption.

. Grantyou, I am not an avid
“birder” with a ‘“life list” of birds. -
And I classify almost all small
birds, especially warblers, as
LBJs: Little Biddy Jobbers. And
my favorite species is usually the
one that draws my attention at =

* the moment, be it a crumb-

snatching house sparrow on a
cold Birmingham sidewalk or a
-great horned owl sinking talons
into rabbit flesh. :
You can't go out looking for
such moments. But when we see
them, it reminds us that birds
have been adapting to changing
ways and weather — without the
borius of feeders — ever since the
last great glacial retreat set the
stage for an influx of avian
explorers. |
- One such moment presented

Jonathan
Schechter

W WEE AR PR

dives to snaga -

ures of observ- -

Eastern bluebirds sometimes over-
winter in Oakland County.

itself a few mornings ago, shortly
after dawn at the very moment
sunlight dealt streamside frost a
lethal blow. The location: An
urban area of the Clinton River
‘Watershed not far from down-
town Rochester, at the conflu-
ence of the Paint Creek and
Clinton River and the Clinton
River Trail. The actor: A great
blue heron. : ‘
Conventional wisdom has
these colonial nesters already
way south for winter. But this
majestic loiterer knew that con-
fluence still held treats toeat. I

-witnessed one lightning fast stab

into water: a gullet filling
moment. . o
And as gusts of cold wind sent .
dry leaves swirling overmy .
meadow, I noticed motion high
in a black walnut, a crow
perched precariously near the
end of a branch. He had discov-
ered tasty remnants of caterpillar
carcasses inside a weathered fall
webworm nest. After 10 minutes

- of tearing the web was gone, and

I suspect a crow belly full of pro-
tein. o

Henry David Thoreau, per-
haps the finest observer to ever
write on nature, civil disobedi-
ence and the ways of man, salut-
ed the eastern bluebird as the

“harbinger of spring. “If the war-

ble of the first bluebird of spring
does not thrill you, know that the
meaning and spring of your life .’
is past.” :

Fact: Many eastern bluebirds
over-winter in Michigan among
the sheltered valleys and rural
lowlands rich with shrubs and
dried berries. One such bluebird

~perched on my crab apple on the

dawn of December. A reminder
to me — a reminder to all — that
as the darkest days of the season
approach, the natural world is
full oflight and life and surprise.

Jonathan Schechter writes on nature’s
way in Oakland County. E-maif him a
oaknature@aot.com. ‘ »
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Ensure

ing the holiday season.

While I hereby reserve the right to
: change my mind in

January, doesn’t almost
every holiday classic
movie show some type of
“White Christmas”?
Visiting family and

friends, the warmth of a
fire in the fireplace and
the beautiful decorations
of the season are great

T‘?m memiories for most of us.

Kiurski I will ask us all to take
fire safety into consider-
ation as we prepare for

the holidays, and I will give you some
simple steps to take along the way to help

ensure that “fire-safe holiday.”

Let’s start by looking at the centerpiece
of the holiday season, the Christmas tree.
The National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) has found that, in a four-year

_ study period, Christmas trees were the
item first ignited in 310 cases in the aver-
age year. These fires caused an average of

. 14 civilian fire deaths, 40 injuries and
over $16 million in direct property dam-

\i

Rabbi Sherwin Wine pres-
ents a series of three forums
about the Jewish migration to
America, in honor of the 100th
anniversary of his father’s
arrival in the U.S. ‘

Topics include:“The Voyage:
The Incredible Journey from
Suffering to Freedom,” on Dec.
11 and “Arriving in America:.
The Greatest Success Story in
Jewish History,” on Dec. 18.

All three forums will be held
at 8 p.m. at The Birmingham
Temple, 28611 West 12 Mile

ichigan is a great place to live dur-

and artificial trees.

combination).

Rabbi Wine offers forums
on Jewish history

Road in Farmington Hills. -
There is an $8 charge for indi-
viduals who are not Temple
members. Advance registration
is not required.

For additional information,
visit

www.birminghamtemple.org

or call (248) 477-1410. The
Birmingham Temple, a
Humanistic Jewish congrega-
tion, welcomes all who seek to
identify with the history, cul-
ture and future of the Jewish
people.

'

Disc Herniation?
New FDA Approved Technology Treats
Herniated Discs Without Drugs or Surgery

Suburban Detroit - A new free report has recently been
released that reveals an amazing new medical breakthrough
that has proven 86% successful treating debilitating back
pain. Even with multiple  herniated discs. Find out how
space travel solved astronauts back pain and how this
' accidental - discovery has let ‘to the most promising back
pain treatment today. For your free report entitled, “How
Space Age Techbnology Is Solving Back Pain Without
Drugs Or Surgery!” call 1800-469-3618 and lsten to the
toll-free 24 hr. recorded message for all the details. If phone
lines are busy, visit: www.midischerniation.com

OEO08485117

age, and the statistics include both real

a

If you choose a real tree and cut it down
yourself, keep it outside until you are -
ready to bring it in to decorate. If you
choose a real tree bought from a lot, then
make a fresh cut at the base of the tree
before bringing it in to decorate. This

. makes it easier for the tree to absorb
water, making it less likely to catch fire.
Choose a sturdy stand for the tree, with a
large reservoir for holding water. A real .
tree that is six-feet tall can take up to one
gallon of water every two days.

If artificial is the type of tree you
choose, then pick one that is labeled as
fire-retardant. This does not mean that
the tree won't catch fire; it only means
that it is less likely to catch fire, and will

. spread the fire more slowly than other
trees. If you are going to get a metal tree,
then do not use electric lights on it (bad

Regardless of which type of tree you
choose, keep the tree away from heaters,
fireplaces, radiators, space heaters or any
other heat source. As you take out your
light sets for the tree, inspect them for
signs of cracks or fraying. Discard the
damaged ones and replace with newer.

ik,

EVOFEOITENOT LSS LT EVET LTI AS

Sat 9:30-5:00

o

;
[
/
g

2345 Venoy » Westland __ CANDY SUPPLIES
Mon-Fri » 8:30-6:00 CAKE SUPPLIES
CATERING and

BALLOONS

,v @ L ¢ B
DROP SHOP

110% OFF coroon 734-729-0466

Prepared Fresh 1o Order
~ Portions Serve 8-20 Guests
Delivery Available - Limited Area
- 4B hours notice preferred.

248.723.6220
256 N. Woodward Ave.
Binniagham, M1 48009

T can mushroo,
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4 split chicken b

Heat oven to
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bake 1 hoyr
Serves 4, very

e, o
Ubmitteq by: Kim Schmig

Cup U”Cdoked fice
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350 F Mix mys
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Y Cl icken bre,
Un cover asts on
easy. and Gake an ad

Uo .
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C Ure anqg
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you have fire-safe holiday season

ones. Lights should be listed by an inde
pendent testing agency, such as C o
Underwrites Laboratories (UL). Use o

- indoor-rated lights indoors and outdoor-
rated lights outdoors. Unplug or turn off ¢
your tree lights when leaving the house or *-
going to bed at night. - '

- Although I never was a part of the tra- .

" dition of using real candles on Christmas .-
trees, many people have fond memories of -
doing that. The risk is not worth it,and I -
never recall seeing candles on a tree. In
the recent study period cited earlier,an
average of 8 percent of the Christmas tree
fires during the holiday season were ignit-.:
ed by candles. Candles need adult super- .
vision, sturdy holders and need to be kept- .
away from open flames and heat sources. . -
" As you decorate your home for the holi- -
days, make sure you check smoke alarms, -
carbon monoxide detectors and review -,
your family escape plan with your family. -~
Make sure everyone knows how to open - .-
windows, call 911 and tell the dispatcher '
what type of help they need, and know the-.
family meeting place. S s

From all of your Livonia firefighters, .-
have a safe and happy holiday season! S

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter. o

Sz;txa& or Less Value
Expires 12/30/08
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Gt:: ituaries, Memorials, Remembrances
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' CAROLINE FORD MASON

away from the complications of
‘JAlzheimer’s disease in Sequim, WA
- lat age 91. She was a 50 year resident

“Jof Birmingham and taught third
-jgrade at Pembrooke Elementary
“ISchool in Troy. She was bora to
:}George A. and Marie (Chalmers) Ford
" --Jin Toledo, OH. She married James M.
“Mason in Toledo on October 3, 1942.
.|Jim preceded her in death in 2004.
*|Caroline and Jim lived for 50 years at
-.}964 Kennesaw before moving in 2001
“|to Petoskey, MI with a final move to
“}Sequim, WA in 2002. She was an avid
-Isailor on Lake St Clair and member
““lof Grosse Point Yacht Club. Survivors
:finclude her son,” Dr. Stephen and
|DeeDee (Carlson) Mason of Allouez,
- IMI, daughters and sons-in-law, Diane
- and Ed Sherman-of Mill Valley, CA
- fand Marilyn- and Don Thomas of
=ISequim, WA; six grandchildren and
“fnumerous great-grandchildren.
«[Services for Mrs. Mason were held on
“INovember 1st in WA.

‘|  CHERYL A. BAKER
“lAge 61, November 30, 2006. Dear

-IBaker. ‘Grandmother of Julia Baker
:land Mark Baker. Sister of Patricia
-1Guido. Daughter of Bertha Rowden.
[Memorials suggested to Make a Wish
“|Foundation.

.DOLORIS SINKOVICH

‘JAge 89, Oct. 2, 2006, of Westland,
_“Maichigan passed away under the lov-
‘ling care of friends, Mary Christoff,
-}George and Virginia Cross, Gene and
Jan Suchy, Peggy Ellenwood, the
Bialowicz family, Dan and Karen
Stachow, Lois Mach and Alfred Elias.
Preceded in death by her husband
George Sinkovich and son, James W.
‘|Frank. Also survived by several
grandchildren. Funeral services were
conducted on Oct. 6, 2006 from St.
Theodores Catholic Church. Resting
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

FREDERICK D. “Fred”
ATIYEH

- fhusband of the late Nicolena. Dear
father of J.R. (Diane) and David

JBrandon, Chelsea, Darren, Dominic,

' JTony and Alecia. Dear brother of

.JRebecca Barragato.Visitation at the
.JO’Brien/Sullivan Funeral Home,
141555 Grand River Ave., Novi, 248-
.1348-1800, Wednesday 2-4 & 6-9 PM.
“Instate Thursday at Holy Family
“1Church, 24505 Meadowbrook, Novi,

+410:00 AM. Entombment at Holy
+|Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield, MI.
“IMemorial ‘donations may be made to

«tMichigan Chapter, 20300 Civic
Center - Dr., #100, Southfield, MI.
Online condolences: www.obriensul-
Hivanfuneralhome.com

i
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HAROLD R. "BUTCH"
WATTON

.[Age 65, of Canton, passed away
~IDecember 1, 2006. Devoted husband
fof Joyce. Loving father of Pam (Mark)
~[MacLennan, Jill (Kevin) McAndrew,
*Heffrey Watton. Step-father of Nick
‘Mancini,
-{Paula (Scott) Staebler. Beloved grand-
- [father of Chelsea, Tori, Rory, Morgan,
|Ashleigh, Dj, Aj, Alyssa, Lyndsey,
_ | Tristin, Martin. Dear brother of Carol
© ~J(Edward) Valente, Elaine (Jim)
> }Crawford, David (Kathy) Watton.Also

&g

“|Restaurant in - Plymouth, where both
~:|Butch and Joyce enjoyed. Preceded in
““ldeath by parents Leslie and Charolotte
“Fand by brother Ronald. Butch worked
«Ifor the local 247 Teamsters Union as a
“|cement truck- driver. He enjoyed ‘car
.Irestoration. and - especially = the

lvice's were held .on-Monday 'at the
:I'Schrader-Howell Funeral Home, 280
“ISouth Main, Plymouth. Share memo-
~[ries at www.schrader-howell.com

Sept 13, 1915 — Oct 27, 2006. Passed |-

“Imother of Greg (Debbie) and Kristin

Age 84. December 3, 2006. Beloved

(Susan). Loving Grandfather of

-49:30 AM until the funeral service at |

Zlthe Alzheimer’s Association, Greater.

Gina (Matt) Meares, and

~|survived by his friends at Station 885

“IWoodward Dream Cruise. Funeral ser-’

KALLIOPE VARON
Age 92, of Middletown, Ohio, died on

‘Sunday, December 3, 2006, at her res-

idence. - She was born in
Constantinople; Turkey, on January 1,

1914, to .parents Constantine and
Fanni' (Raizopoulos) Papadopoulos.

She has resided in Middletown for the
past eight years. She was a member of
the St. George Greek Orthodox
Church of Bloomfield Hills, MI, from
1937 to 2000, and a member of the
Philoptochos Society for 40 years
where her ‘duties included visiting
nursing homes. Mrs. Varon is survived
by a daughter, Mary (David) Habig,

Middletown, OH; three sons, Michael

G. (Stacy) Varon Joliet, Il., Gus W.
(Sherry) Varon, Rochester H1lls, MI,
Dan G. ( Elaine) Varon, Bloomﬁeld
Hills, MI; 13 grandchildren and 11

great- grandchildren. She was preced-.

ed in death by her husband, George
Varon. Services will be Saturday,
December 9, 2006, at 1:30 pm, at the

-Ottawa Park Cemetery Chapel,

Clarkston, MI. Visitation will be prior
to the service from 1:00 ~ 1:30pm at

the chapel. In lieu of flowers, memori-~

als may’ be made to the Sts.

Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox |

Church, 2500 Grand Ave. Middletown,
OH 45044. Arrangements by Wilson-
Schramm-Spaulding Funeral Home,
Middletown, OH.

MARGARET
ROCKWELL GREGORY

Age 96, December 2, 2006, Wife of the
late William Bruce Gregory. Mother of
Joan Mountford, Carole King, and
Mary “Warner (Mrs. F. Stephen).
Grandmother ‘of David, Laura, and
Christopher Mountford, Barbara King
Dawson and Edward Gregory King,
Bradford and Andrew Warner; and six
great-grandchildren. Services were
held at Franklin Community Church,
26425 Wellington, Franklin. Interment
Oak Hill Cemetery, Pontiac. Memorial
gifts may be made to Oakland County
Pioneer and Historical Society, 405
Oakland Ave., Pontiac, MI 48342, For
information, call A.J. Desmond &
Sons, 248-549-0500. View obituary

" and share memories at

WWW. DesmondFuneralHome com
MARY I SIDDALL
Age 85, of Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan, passed away. sur-
rounded by family on
December 2, 2006. Beloved

w1fe of the late Dean E. Siddall, lov- |

ing mother of Susan Burnett, David
Siddall and Bruce (Karin) Slddall
Loving grandmother of Drew, Brett
(Nora) and Kirk Burnett; and Amanda
and Stephen Siddall. Mary was born
on May 3, 1921, near Laurens, Iowa.
A registered nurse, she served as a

| U.S. Army nurse in the 58th evacua-
| tion hospital in the South Pacific dur-

ing "World War II. Visitation Friday
2:00-4:00 pm and 6:00-8:00 pm’ at
William R. Hamilton Funeral Home,
820 East Maple, Birmingham.
Services Saturday 11:000 am at
Franklin Community Church, 26425
Wellington, Franklin. -

NANCY ROTHFUSS
’ THEURER

' of Bloomfield Hills passed away

Saturday, December 2, 2006. She was
born to Gladys Brothers and Rolland
Rothfuss in Toledo, Ohio, on October
20, 1927. Nancy was preceded in

death- by her husband Richard
- Franklin Theurer. She is survived by

daughters Kathryn (Mark) Vande-
Brake and Annette (David) Kelter,
and son Britton (Glenna) Theurer. She
has six grandchildren: Sally and

Jacob VandeBrake, Brooke, Grant,
-and. Cole Kelter;

and Michiko
Theurer; and one great-grandchild,
Kathryn VandeBrake. A memorial
service will be held at 2:00 pm on

-Saturday, December 9th at St. James_

Episcopal - Church of Birmingham.

‘Donations in° Nancy's name may. be

made to Hospice of Michigan, 2525

‘Telegraph, Suite 100, Bloomfield

Hills, MI 48302. Arrangements by the
Wm. R.  Hamilton = Co.  of

‘Birmingham, 248-644-6000.

: ;;your“hometewn

PATRICIA K. McGLONE

Age 85 of Plymouth, December 3,
2006. Beloved wife of. the -late
Frederick. Loving mother of Bruce
(Diane), Scott (Catherine), and Janis
(Kelly.) Dear grandmother of Lisa
(Nick) Chambers and the late Kristen.’
Dear great-grandmother’ of Jack and-
Luke Chambers. Her love of visitors,
family and friends alike deeply
touched. all who knew Mumsey. Her
laughter and enthusiasm’ brought a-
sense of joy to anyone who spoke
with her.
IPM at Vermeulen Funeral Home,
46401 W Ann Arbor. Rd, (btwn
Sheldon ‘and Beck) Plymouth.
Visitation  Saturday ~ 3-6 PM.
Memorial contributions may be made
to the University of Michigan-College
of Pharmacy (Kristen McGlone
Memorial) 428 Church Street, Ann
Arbor MI 48109. To leave a message
of condolence, log on to
www.vermeulenfuneralhome.com.

PAUL R. KUEBLER, SR.
December- 4, 2006, .age 89, of

Westlake, Ohio, formerly of
Birmingham, Michigan. Beloved hus-
band of Catherine M. (nee: Pelletier)
for 62 years. Dear father of Paul, Jr.
(Maureen), Robin O°Callaghan (Llam)
and Walter. Loving grandfather of 16
and great-grandfather of 13. Brother
of Kathiyn Kuebler.
death by his parents, Albert and Olivia
Kuebler, his brother, John Kuebler, his
sister Mary Byrnes (John) and his
grandson, Padraic Kuebler. Memorial
Mass Saturday, December 16, 2006 at
11 AM at Holy Name Church, 630
Harmon at Woodland, Birmingham.
Visitation at church begins at 10:30
AM, Memorial Tributes to Holy
Name Church or The Capuchins.

A. J. Desmond & Sons, 248-362-2500
View obituary and share memories at

www.DesmondFuneralHome.com

RANDOLPH A.
"Scotty" ADAM

Age 87, November 29, 2006, of
Warren,  formerly . of Madison
Heights. Born October 24, 1919, in
Dundee, Scotland. Husband of Grace
Adam (deceased 1972). Father of
Randy Adam, step-father of Bert
Mason, Harold Mason, Art Mason,
and Bob Mason. Also survived by one
granddaughter, Angeline. . (David)

‘Misenar, ‘and -one great-granddaugh-

ter, Madelyn Grace. Predeceased by

| four: brothers and two sisters. Mr.

Adam loved to watch sports, especial-
ly stock cars and racing; he was a
great Tiger fan. He served in the
British Army for six years during
World War II, and retired from
Culligan where he was employed as a
Water Softener. - Visitation Thursday,
5-8pm, and Friday, 6-9pm; services
Friday, 7pm, at the funeral home, E.
J. Mandziuk & Son (Warren' Chapel).
Inurnment” White Chapel Memorial,
Troy. Funeral luncheon will be held
Sunday at Royal Canadian Legion in
Royal Oak, 1005 East 11 Mile Rd.

SCOTT E. BIDDLE

Age- 54, died of a heart

~attack September 24, 2006.

Scott is 'the loving son of

Melvin Ralph & Patricia
Biddle. Brother of Ralph Jr. Father of
Justin .and Lindsey Biddle &
Grandfather of Austin. A graduate of
Redford Union & served in the Navy
on the U.S.S. Peidmont. He is preced-
ed in death by his father, who i is dear-
ly mxssed as is Scott.

Let
others
know...

When yeii’ve lost
a loved one, place

website and in
- “Passages”...a
 directory located
in every edition ef

(Michael) Dominick, Linda (Brad)
Juday. Grandfather of Jessica Mary,
Stanley: and the late Katherine Dobis
and Hannah, Madelyn and Mia Juday.
Brother of ‘Mildred (Don) Freeman,
Lillian (Jack) Schenden and Margaret
(Dick) Fusco. Uncle to many nieces|’
and nephews. U. S. Army Veteran of
the Korean Conflict.-Active member
of St. Colette Church, Livonia Post
VFW #3941, Monaghan Council of
Knights of Columbus, Livonia Cable
Commission, founding member of the
Livonia Amateur Radio Club, and
volunteer cameraman at various|
Livonia - City
Tuesday 5-9pm with a K of € Rosary
at 7:30pm at Harry J. Will Funeral
Home,
Livonia. Wednesday, .Prayers 9:30am
at the funeral home, to St. Colette.
Catholic Church for 10:00am Mass.
Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

Memorial service Sunday |

‘STANLEY J. DOBIS

Age 76, died suddenly on
December 2, 2006. Husband
of Carmen. Dear father of|
David  (Amy), Carole

events. Visitation|

37000 Six Mile Road,|

December 1, 2006; age 79. He was
born December 16, 1926 in Detroit.
Retired . architect and professor of
architecture . at
Michigan.
Dorothy "Dot" (Nee: Bleimeister).
Loving  father of Melissa (Tim)
Waidley and Margaret
Grandfather of Clara and Hope
Waidley and Gwendolyn and Zoltan
Seger. Memorial visitation Thursday
2 PM until the celebration of his:life
at 4 PM at the L.J. Griffin Funeral
Home, 42600 Ford Road (W. of Lilley| .
Rd)) Canton (734-981-1700). .In lieu
of flowérs, memorials may be made
to chhlgan Parkinson's Foundation..

TIVADAR "TIV" BALOGH

University  of|
‘Beloved husband of

Balogh.

Preceded in |

widow of Clarence, mother of Phillip,
Kaye Nightengale, Caron Trese and
John (deceased) died December 2,
2006 of complications from pneumo-
nia. She lived in the Birmingham area
since. 1949. She had a Masters in
Social Work and a Masters of Library
Science with Cognates in Archives
from Wayne State University. She
was a member of the American
Library Association and Michigan
Archival Association. She has served
as the Archivist for the Birmingham
Historical
Chairman for the Oakland County
Pioneer
Historian, of. the Friends of the
Baldwin Public Library; . Lineage
Research Chairman of the Piety Hill
Chapter - of the Daughters of the
American Revolution _and National
Vice Chairman of the Genealogical
1 Records of the NSDAR. In 1971, she
received the Heritage Award of the
Birmingham Historical Society. She
documented much of the history of]
Birmingham  and co-authored "The|
Book of Birmingham". Besides her
children, she ‘is survived:-by two
grandsons, Three step-grandsons and
six great-grandchildren. She was a
complex and intellectually ~curious
great lady who will be sadly missed
by all. Birmingham has lost a true
friend. - Visitation. at the -Wm. R.
Hamilton Co. of Birmingham, 820 E.
Maple will be from 2 to 4 pm and 6
to 8 pm on Tuesday. A private funeral
sérvice will be Wednesday In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to
ROPARD P. 0. Box 250425,
Franklin, M1ch1gan 48025 in honor
of her 'son-in-law, Dr. Michael Trese
or the Michigan Kidney Foundation;
1900 E. Jefferson, Suite 222, Detroit, |
Michigan, 48207 ‘in ‘honor of her]
longtime physician and friend, Dr.|
Jerry Danckxk of Beaumont Hospxtal

VIRGINIA CATHERINE -
CLOHSET

Society, ‘Manuscript

and . Historical Society;

‘your notice on our ||

POLICY

The ﬁrst five “billed” lines of
an obituary are published at
no cost. All additional lines
will be charged at $4 per line.

~ You may place a picture of

~your: loved one for an
additional cost of only $6.
Symbolic' emblems may be
included at no cost (example:
“American Flags,u religious

symbols, etc.) .

! ' Deadlmes : :
: leay 4:30 PM for Sunda
'Wednesday Noon for Thursday

. Obituaries received after these deadlines
. will be placed m the next available issue.

T i
; “¢-mail your.obit fo ,
oeohlts@hometownllte com

fow mass. An actmty of Bethan

= tion prov;dlng peer-support for the
~ divorced and separated of all faiths. -
~ = ~For information, call (734) 513 -9479.
" Praise worship concert

RELIGIUN CALENDAR

If you want to submlt an item for the

religion calendar, fax it to (734) 591-

7279 or write: Religion Calendar,
Observer Newspapers, 36251 ’
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150. The
deadline for an announcement to
- appear in the Thursday edition is
_-noon Monday.

DECEMBER

- Traditions of Christmas

Multi-event open house with carols,
stories, musical performances, model
train layouts, cookie decorating,
crafts, displays, film, and The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever 3-8 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, Dec. 7-8, and noon
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at First
Presbyterian Church, 1669 West
Maple, Birmingham. A gift to the
community. No tickets, donations or
reservations necessary. Call (248) ’
644-2040.
Glory of Christmas .
7:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Dec. 7 8,
and Sunday, Dec. 10; 1 p.m. Saturday,
-Dec.2 and 9, and 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
3 and 10, at NorthRidge Church,
49555 North Territorial, Plymouth.
Tickets are $13.75 and $15.75, and

~ available by calling (800) 585-37317.

© Call (734) 414-7777 for information.

~Sock party/potluck
Admission is a pair of new socks,
scarf or mittens and a dish to pass

~ (real food please) 7 p.m. Friday, Dec.
8, at St. Linus Activity Center, 6466
Evangeline, Dearborn Heights.
Presented by Bethany Suburban
West, a Catholic organization provid-
ing peer support for the divorced and
separated of all faiths. For details,
call (313) 996-8644,

Men of Grace
A special night of worshlp featurmg
Christmas songs, spirituals, hymns,
traditional-and contempotary origi-
nal music, and arranqements per-
formed by Men of Grace from Grace
Centers of Hope (Pontiac) 7.p.m.

_Friday, Dec. 8, at Risen Christ -

Lutheran Church, 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, one block east of Beck,
Plymouth. Free will offermg will be
taken to benefit seminary study
Scott Eberlein. Calf (734) 453 5252.

- Crosstalk

A lively discussion for smgles ona

topic of current interest 7 p.m. Friday, -

Dec. 8, at Ward Presbyterian Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville. Learn how
the Bible approaches modern day
events. Free childcare provided. For
details, call (248) 374- 5920

Cookie walk o
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox

* Church’s 13th Annual Cookie Walk
takes place Saturday, Dec. 9, at 36075
W. Seven Mile, 3/4 mile east of
Newburgh on south side of street,
Livonia. Doors open at 8 a.m., sale
starts at 9 a.m. and lasts until we are
sold out. Pierogi, stuffed cabbage,”
bread, nut and poppyseed rofls, and
over 50 different varieties of ethnic
(kiefle, kolachy, rugela, koulourakia,
biscotti linzer) and traditional cook-
ies and'candy will be for sale.

Christmas cookie walk
10 a.m, to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at
St. Michael's Orthodox Church, 26355

" W. Chicago, between Beech Daly and- -

Inkster, Redford. Cookies are sold by
the pound.

Coolue walk
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 9, at

- First United Methodist Church of
Wayne, 3 Towne Square. Homemade
cookies, pies, breads, and candies.
Special orders taken for pumpkin
rolls. For information, call (734) 21
4801. .

Live Nativity
During open house noon to 1 p.m. .
Saturday, Dec. 9, at Ward
Preshyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile,
Northville. Ptease join us for cookies,
juice and coffee in Knox Hall as the
Live Nativity is displayed. Be sure to
bring-your camera to capture the I|ve
nativity scene featuring real animals
and actors. For more mformatlon call
(248) 374-5932.

Fme arts festival

- An afternoon of Christian YOuth

Fomer |

entertainment and holiday shoppmq‘
la.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at
the Westside Christian Academy,

“ 9540 Bramell, one mile east of

Telegraph; between Plymouth-and

Chicago, Detroit. Program promptly

begins at 3 p.m. Vendors and crafters
~interested in obtaining table space or

for more information, call (313) 533

1956. :
Christmas play

Journey to Bethiehem returns for a

sixth year, a walk-through play of the

birth of Jesus 4 p.m., 430 pm., 5 ~
p.m., 5:30 p.m., 6 pm. and 6:30 p.m. -
Saturday, Dec. 9, and 2 p.m,, 2:30

. p.am.,3p.m, 3:30 p.m., 4 p.m. and 4:30 - .
" p.m:Sunday, Dec. 10, at Unity of -~

Livonia, 28660 Five Mile, between

Inkster and Middlebelt. For more

information, call (734) 42H760
Advent mass

9 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at the Felician

~ Sisters Chapel at Madonna University, '
36600 Schoolcraft, Livonia. Use the:

~Suburban West, a Catholic orgz

‘Randy and Marli Brown perform 11 e

V‘ - tional) and 10:30 a.m. (cont
. rary). Sunday School & Ad
~ Study at 9:15 a.m. Sunday.

a.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Faith Blble
Church, 34541 Five Mile, west of

Farmington Road, Livonia. No admis-

"sion but a love offering will be
received. Nursery provided. For infor-
mation, call (734) 464-7990.

Advent tea party
12:30-3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at The
Retreat Center at St. John's, 44011

~ Five Mile, Plymouth. Reflect on

. Advent scripture readings, four
Sundays of Advent and the essence
of Emmanue! - Christ with us. Tickets .
$10, includes tea and lunch, benefits
Catholic Social Services of Wayne
County Pregnancy Counseling
Department. Please bring an item for
a newborn to donate. For reserva--
tions, call (734) 414-1104 or visit
www.TheRetreatCenter.org.

Youth Christmas program
Garden City Presbyterian Church will
present the annual youth Sunday
school Christmas program, a play °
with singing entitled “You Can't -
Cancel Christmas” 6 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 10, at the church, 1841 i
Middlebelt, one block south of Ford
Road..Come and share the joy of -
Christmas in a warm and friendly
environment. Refreshments immedi- .
ately after program in the Fellowship
Hall. Everyone is welcome. Handicap
accessible. For more information, call
(734) 421:7620.

Christmas concert o

- 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, in the sanctu-
ary at Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church, 14175 Farmington Road, north
of 1-96 (Schoolcraft), Livonia. The
sounds of Christmas will be
enhanced by the Christ Our Savior
Festival Choir, Jubellation Handbell
Choir, Laudate Choir (grades 1-6),
Confirmation Choir (grades 7-8), a
Brass Ensemble, and various instru-
mentalists. '
The concert is free and open to the
public. A freewill offering will be
taken. Mark Lohmeyer, Minister of

- Music and organist, will be leading
the concert. For more information,
call (734) 522-6830 or visit the Web

" site at www. chnstoursavnororq

Christmas music
Christmas Jazz Vespers Service T
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Ward
Evangelical Presbyterian Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville. For infor-
mation, call (248) 374-7400. Jazz in
the Spirit, from First Presbyterian
Church in Birmingham, will present a
musical, poetic and prayer filled wor-
ship experience. Childcare prov:ded
to age 4. No charge. -

25th annual concert ;
St. Aidan Catholic-Church presents its
25th annual Christmas Concert 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10, at the parish, 17500
Farmington Road, Livonia..

- Admission is S5 pius TWO non-perish-
able food items. Proceeds go to .+~
Christmas Baskets prepared by St.
Aidan Christian Service Commission.

A Christmas Prayer -
A musical drama,’a prodigal son's
journey featuring musicians and
fiturgical dancers 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

. and 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10, at Hope
Lutheran Church, 39200 W. 12 Mile,
Farmington Hills. For more- mforma-
tion, call (248) 553-7170. ‘

Hanukkah gift shoppe
Congregation Beit Kodesh Slsterhood
Hanukkah/Judaic gift shop opens = .
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30. p.m. Sundays
through Dec. 10. Selection includes
holiday gift wrap, chocolate coins,
dreidels, candles, electric and tradi-
tional menorahs and many Judaic
gift items. Congregation Beit Kodesh
is located at 31840 W. Seven Mile,
Livonia.

~ Choral festival
Concert of Advent and Christmas
carol festival featuring Kirk in the
Hills Young Children's, and Junior and

 Senior Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs, 6 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 10, at Kirk in the Hrlls

' 1340 West Long Lake Road,

Bloomfield Hills. No charge. For
details, call (248) 626, 2515, ext. 109.

-Bible~based ESL classes

Mondays 7-8:30 p.m. Registration:
Dec. 11 and 18 (classes closed after

.. that), at First Baptist Church of -

Farmmgton 33400 Shiawassee. Call
(248) 474-0350 ext, 222. Opento
adults 18 and over. Book fee only.
__ One, the movie
A contemporary journey toward a
timeless destiny 7 p.m. Tuesday Dec.
12, at Unity of Livonia, 28660 Five ..
Mile, between Inkster.and Middlebelt.
Love offering accepted at the door. - -
Presented by Citizens for Peace. Call
(734) 421-1760.
Advent services
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays Dec. 13 and 20, -
- at Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran
- Church, 30650 Six Mile, between
_Middlebelt and Merriman, Livonia. -
Begms with a S|mple soup ‘and bread -
supper at 6:30. p.m. followed by
Holden Evenmq Prayer accompamed :
v our handbell choir. A pick your -
favorite Advent hymn sing precedes
the service. Everyone in the commu--
nity is welcome to attend. i
dvent worshlp . :
‘Services 7 p.m. Wednesdavs Dec 13 ;
and 20, at Grace Lutheran Ch rch o
46001 Warren, between Canton
Center and Beck, Canton. For infor- -
‘mation, call (734) 637-8160. Sunday
" Worship services are 8 a.m. (trad
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NEW HOPE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

33640 Michigan Ave. » Wayne, MI
(Between Wayne Rd, & Merriman Rd.) *
(734) 728-2180
Virgil Humes, Pastor

- Saturday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m
Sunday Worship 7:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. « Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Praise Service 6:00 p.m. « Wednesday Children, Youth and Adult Bible Study 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Canton Christian vFeIIowsh'i

* Pastor David Washington
and The CCF Family
would like to
invite you fo...

“Where the Word is Relevant,
People are Loved and Christ i the Key”

Join us for Worship Service at 10:30am

Sunday School and/or New Members Orientation: 9:00am
Located at 8775 Ronda Drive, Canton, M|, 48187

Between Haggerty Road and Lilley Road

SW corner of Joy Road and Ronda Drive

734-404-2480

www.CantonCF.org

It’s not about Religion, it's about Relatlonshlps.

Come to a place where lives are changed,
families are made whole and ministry is realt

ST. ANNE'S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Immemorial Latin Mass
Approved by Pope St. Pius V in 1570
St. Anne’s Academy - Grades K-8

23310 Joy Road ° Redford, Michigan
5 Blocks E. of Telegraph ¢ (313) 53 2121
Mass Schedule:
First Fri. 7:00 p.m.
First - Sat. 11:00 a.m.,
Sun. Masses  7:30 & 9:30 a.m.
Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
-_Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M.

RESURRECTION CATHOLIC CHURGCH
48755 Warren Rd:, Canton, Michigan 48187
451-0444
REV RICHARD A. PERFETTO
Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Friday 8:30 a.m.
Saturday - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 & 10-30 a.m.

- St Genevieve Roman Catholic Church
! St. Genevieve School - PreK-8
29015 Jamison e Livonia ¢ 734-427-5220
! (East of Middlebelt, between 5 Mile & Jefiries)
MASS: Tues. 7 p, Wed., Thurs. 9 a,
Sat. 4 p, Sun 11a

St. Maurice Roman Catholic Church -
32765 Lyndon ¢ Livonia ¢ 734-522-1616
(between Merriman & Farmington Roads)
MASS: Mon. 8:30 a, Fri. 8:30 a,

Sat. 6 p, Sun 9a

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Plymonth
1100 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth, MI
734-453-0970
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School 10'30 am. -
Wed. Evening Testimony ing 7:30
p.m.

Reading Room located at church
Saturday 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m."

734—453-0970

CHURCH of CHRIST WEST
291 East Spring Street  Plymouth 48170
Sunday Worship  11am & 6pm
Bible Class -
Sunday 10am & Wednesday 7pm
734-451-1877 Michigan Bible School
Minister Tuesday & Thursday 7pm -
Iohn Nahw www.churchofchrist-west.org

Clarenceville United Methodist_
20300 Middlebelt Rd. * Livonia
248-474-3444
Pastor Beth Librande
Worship Service 9:30 AM-
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Nursery Provided

“More than Sunday Services”

Worship Service
9:00, 10:30 & 11:00 a.m.

+ Dynamic Youth and Children’s Programs
* Excellent Music Ministries
* Small Groups For Every Age
+-Outreach Opportunities
Pastor:
Dr. Dean Klump
Associate Pastor: Rev. David Wichert

First United Methodist Church
of Plymouth

45201 North Territorial Road
(West of Sheldon Road)

(734) 453-5280
WWW; pfumc org

CONGREGATION
%X BEIT KODESH
1-248-477-8974

31840 W. Seven Mile Rd., Livonia

Rekindle your Jewish roots with us.

Friday Night Services 8:00 pm
Saturday Services 9:00 am
Sunday School 9:30 am Sept.-May
www.beitkodesh.org

‘deford

Idgrsgat
inlg% M %odn%t
10000 Beech Daly, ”'3’7'::‘;’1"7‘3
9:30 - Trad. Worshup& Sun.
11:00 - Contemp. Family Worshlp

www.redfordaldersqate.org

2 blocks
South of

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“Open Hearts, Minds & Doors”
36500 Ann Arbor Trail
between Wayne & Newburgh Rds.

734-422-0149
Worship Service
: and

Sunday School
9:15 & 11:00-a.m.
_Rew. Marsha M. Woolley

an&ziﬁ in mzw:i!ow:z Plymouth
First Presbyterian Church

: ain & Church Strests ~ (734) 4536464

8:30, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.
sl visit us at www.fpcp.net

'Accessible to all

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
" 14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just north of 196

734- 522-6830

Sunday Worship
8:15 & 11:00 am - Traditional
9:45 - Modern
Staffed Nursery Availab/e

Sunday School
9:45 & 11 am
Early Childhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413 °

Makmg disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Pastors: Robert F Bayer and Anthony M. Creeden

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY
313-532-2266 REDFORD TWP.

Worship Service
9:15 & 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School
9:15 & 11:00 AM.

Nursery Provided

The Rev. Timothy P. Halboth, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Victor F. Halboth, Assistant Pastor

HOSANNA-TABOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
9600 Leverne ¢ So. Redford » 313-937-2424
Rev. Jonathan Manor, Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Education Hour 9 :45 a.m.

Christian School :
Pre-Kindergarten-8th Grade.
For more information call
313-937-2233

Rlsen Chrlst Lutheran
LC-MS

David W. Martin, Pastor
46250 Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth
(1 Mile West of Sheldon) (734) 453-5252
Sunday Worship 8:15 & 10:45 am
Sunday School (Children & Adults) 9:30 am §
All are Welcome Come as you are!
- www.risenchrist.info

ST. ANDREW'S ]

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
16360 Hubbard Road
Livonia, Michigan 48154
734-421-8451

Wednesday 9:30 AM.............Holy Eucharist
Saturday 5:00 PM..................Holy Eucharist
Sunday 7:45 & 10:00 A.M.......Holy Eucharist
Office Hours 9AM. - 3 PM.
www.standrewschurch.net

The Rev. John W. Henry Il Rector

ST. JOHN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
574 S. Sheldon Road
Plymouth, Mich. 48170

734-453-0190 .

Spoken service at 7:45 a.m.
Contemporary service at 9:00 a.m.
Traditional service with choir at 11:00 a.m:
Education for All at 10:00 a.m.

www.stjohnsp!ymouth.ofg

BELL CREEK

SOMMUMNITY CHURCH

Casual, Contemporary,
Excellent Children's
Program
Meets at Franklin H.S. in
Livonia on Joy Road
[Between Merriman and Middlebelt Roads)
at 10:00 a.m.
734-425-1174

Join us for coffee, bagels and
donuts affer the service!

Rosedale Gardens
Presbyterian Church (USA)

9601 Hubbard at W, Chicago, Livonia, M!
(between Merriman & Farmington Rds.)
(734) 422-0494
www.rosedalegardens.org
Contemporary Service
9:00 am
Traditional Service
© 10:30 am
‘We Welcome You To A
Full Service Chuxch

Rev. Richard Peters, Pastor
ev. Kellie Whitlock, Associate Pastor

St. James Presbylerlan

m Church, USA

25350 West Six Mile Rd.
Redford {313) 534-7730
Sunday Worship Service - 10:00 A.M., Sundar
School - 10:18 A.M., Thursday Dinners - 6:00 PXA
'Thnft Store every Sat. 10am-2pm
Nursery Care Provided  Handicapped Accessible
Rev. Paul S. Bousquette

Evangelical Presbyterian Church

40000 Six Mile Road
“just west of I-275"
Northville, MI
248-374-7400

Traditional Worship
9:00 & 10:20 A.M.
Contemporary Worship
11:40 A M.

Nursery & Sunday School During
All Morning Worship Services

Evening Service ¢ 7:00 PM.

Services Broadcast
11:00 A.M. Sunday
WMUZ 560 AM
For additional information
visit www.wardchurch.org

Timothy Lutheran Church
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
8820 Wayne Rd.
(Between Ann Arbor Trail & Joy Road) °
Livonia ¢ 427-2290
" Jill Hegdal, Pastor
.10:00 a.m. Family Worship

{Nursery Available)

ST. PAUL’S €v. LurbeRAN
ChUuRrch & school
17810 FARMINGTON ROAD
LIVONIA ¢ (734) 261-1360
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

PASTOR JAMES HOFF
'PASTOR ERIC STEINBRENNER

Rt

FAITH COVENANT
CHURCH
14 Mile Road and Drake, Farmington Hills
(248) 661-9191
Sunday Worship
. and Children’s Chuxrch
9:15 a.m. Contemporary
11:00 a.m.Traditional

Child Care provided for all services

'PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE

45801 W. Ann Arbor Road * (734) 453-1525
Sunday School - 9:45 AM.
Sunday Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M.
Family Night - Wed. 7:00 P.M.

NEW HORIZONS FOR CHlléDRgNngAHNING CENTER

WHERE HOME

THE

@bserver S Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

In addition.to our weekly Worship Directory, the Observer
and Eccentric Newspapers publishes a traditional holiday
directory before Christmas. If you are interested, please
call 734-953-2153 for more information.

WN . STORIES . UNFOL
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- Ed Wright, editor . (734) 953-2108 . ewright@hometownfife.com

Dixon'’s late- game jumper, scrappy
defense pace Salem to 49-48 victory

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER-

Gritty “D” helped Salem’s
basketball team overcome a
12-point fourth-quarter
deficit Tuesday night.

But it was a gutsy “J” that
sealed the Rocks’ most satis-
fying victory in recent memo-
ry.

Senior guard J 1erah DIXOII
buried a clutch, left-handed,
12-foot jumper with 13 sec-
onds left to give Salem a
thrilling 49-48 victory over
visiting Redford Union in the
season opener for both
teams.

Following a time-out, RU’s
Terrell Baird launched a
‘potential‘ game-winning
baseline jump shot from 16
feet out, but it was swatted

" off course and high into the

air by Salem’s Ross Davis.
The ball squirted loose
underneath the basket as the
horn sounded.

Dixon could barely remem-
ber the last time before
Tuesday night that he’d hit a
game-winning bucket.

“I think I made one in ele-
mentary school once,” he
said, smiling. “Our point
guard, Mike Marek, gave me
the opportunity for a back-
door cut, I pulled up for the

~ Jierah Dixon reacts to his game-

winning shot with 13 seconds left in
Tuesday night's 49-48 victory over
Redford Union.

jumper and it was nothing
but net from there. I spent a
lot of time in the summer —
a lot of hours in the gym —
working on my shot, and
tonight it paid off. .
“It feels good to win this
one, especially because it was
our first game. Hopefully, it
sets the momentum for sever-

al games to come.”

When the Panthers’
Remmington Leverette con-
verted a baseline drive 20
seconds into the fourth quar-
ter, RU led 42-30 and
appeared well on the way to
an impressive road win.
However, the Rocks clawed
back into it thanks to a
relentless trapping defense
that rattled the Panthers’
guards into six fourth-quar-
ter turnovers. ‘

“We stepped up the tempo
with our defense in the sec-
ond half after they controlled -
the tempo the éntire first

- half;” said Salem coach Bob

Brodie. “We decided to trap
them every time down the
court in the second half and
the guys stepped up and
played well.

“In the first half, it seemed
like we were snakebit. It was
like, here we go again. But.a
lot of our seniors have been
on the varsity since they were
sophomores and tonight that -
experience they’ve gained
kicked in. I'm very proud of
the way they hung in there

~and got the win.”

A pair of juniors — Davis
and Grant Stone — led the
Rocks with 15 points a piece.

\
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Salem's Jlerah Dixon prepares to unleash the game-winning shot Tuesday night
against Redford Union.

The ‘reel’ deal

1t's official: Canton anqlers mammoth
walleye earns ‘world record status |

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Patience is more than a
virtue for successful fishermen
— it’s a necessity.

It also comes in handy for
anglers who have to wait for
their potential world-record
catches to become certified.

Canton resident Chris
Merbler, 14, can attest to both
of those facts.

Last April, the Plymouth
Christian Academy eighth
grader reeled in a whopping 9-
pound, 13-ounce walleye while
fishing with his dad in Lake

~Er1e The Merblers immediate-
ly weighed the fish then sent
the required paperwork to the
International Game Fish ,
Association, which is based in
Florida.

Over four months later, the
Merblers were informed that
their suspicions were correct —
Chris’s catch was a world -
record for kids between the
ages of 10 and 16. '

“The IGFA is pretty strict
when it comes to certifying
world-record fish,” said Ron
Merbler. “They look things

'PLEASE SEE RECORD, B2
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Fourteen-year-old Canton resident Chris Merbler
(seated) and his dad, Ron, received good news
recently when the 9-pound, 4-ounce walleye Chris
caught in Lake Erie was certified as a world record.

Turnovers costly
in Chiefs' loss

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Canton’s basketball team was done in by Monroe
and a ton of turnovers Tuesday night — but not nec-

essarily in that order.
PREP HOOP The host Trojans prevailed,
49-44, in the season opener for
both teams. While Monroe’s pressure defense was
tough, it didn’t hurt the Chiefs as much as the 23
turnovers that short-circuited their offensive efforts.

- “You're not going to win many games when you
turn the ball over that many times,” said Canton
coach Charlie Paye. “We were leading 17-12 at the
half, but we came out and committed way too many
turnovers. Monroe’s defense gets after it. They're very
athletic and very aggressive.

“It was our first game, so we were going in blind.
_But that’s no excuse because they were too.”
The Trojans led 9-6 after one quarter before ,
Canton stormed back to seize a five-point advaiicage
at the break. Monroe grabbed a 28-24 lead with eight

Sunday.

Beasley's 14 pace Ignition

- Cougars, 25-15, in front of 3,121at Compuwa.re Sports Arena

‘ Mldﬁelder Kyt Selaidopoulos registered the game—wm—
ning goal, a two-pointer, 2:02 into the fourth quarter of play
1o give the Cougars their fifth consecutive loss. The Ignition’s

minutes to play, however, the Chiefs rebounded to .
knot the game at 42-all with about three minutes to
play.

“We just didn’t do a good job against thelr pres-
sure,” said Paye. “They dropped back into a 2-2-1
zone and we couldn’t hit any shots.” :

Senior center Ryan Waidmann and junior forward

. Neil Sharma both scored 13 points to lead the Chiefs.
Senior forward Steve Paye netted five points.

The winners were paced by Mike Wallace, who

canned 13. Audie Cole and Ramad Brown both con-
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Baseball tryouts

Registration for the
2007 Canton Little ‘
League will be held Jan. -
20 and Feb. 17,2007,
from 1p:m. to 5 p.m.at -
St. Peter's Lutheran -
School, which is at 1309 -
Penniman Ave. in
Plymouth (quarter-mile -
east of Sheldon).

The leagues’ offered wnll
be: Minors (7- to 10-year-
olds); Majors (11- and 12-
year-olds) and Juniors
(13- and 14-year-olds).

The league is open to
all Plymouth and Canton-
residents.

Proof of reSIdency and
a birth certificate are
necessary at the time of
registration.

For more mformatlon,

~ visit www.cantonlittle-..

league; or send an e- mall
to info@cantonlittle-
league.net.

Hoop tryouts

Tryouts for the
Salem/Plymouth/Canton-
girls basketball club will
be held Saturday, Dec. 9
in the Canton High
School gymnasium,
which is located in the
Canton North building.
Following are the respec-
tive teams’ tryouts
fimes:

& U14-U17 - noon to
1:30 p.m,;

B U9and U10 - 1:30
p.m.to 3 p.m.; -

BUNtand U12 -3 p. m.
to 4:30 p.m.; and .
. BUB-4:30p.m.to 6
p.m, '

For more information
contact Brian Samulski
at (734) 414-0425 or
Fred Thomann at (734)
484-7746.

Ignition food dnve
The Detroit Ignition (3-

3) teams up with

Gleaners Community-

. Food Bank of

Southeastern M|ch|qan
for the Kick it Forward

-Food Drive to be held.on

Sunday, Dec.10,at
Compuware Sports Arena
in Plymouth. 5
Alf Ignition fans who
bring a non-perlshable o
food item to the 4:35:

.p.m.game onDec.10 '

against the Milwaukee
Wave will receive a $22
ticket to the Dec. 16
game against the
Baltimore Blast for jUSt
$15.

Since 1977, Gleaners; :

tributed 11.

The silver lining to the Chiefs’ cloudy nlght was
their performance at the free-throw line. Canton hit
20-0f-28 attempts from the charity stripe (71.4 per-
cent). Sharma was perfect, naﬂmg 6-of- 6 whlle
Waidmann swished 7-0f-9.- :

Canton will return to action Tuesday When it hosts'
Troy Athens. The opening tip is set for 7 p.m.

‘Community Food Bank of
Southeastern Michigan
has been turning surplus
food into millions of
meals for hungry peopie
_in southeastern

Michigan.

offensive spark was led by forward Jamar Beasley who tal-
lied a franchise-record 14 points with one three—pomt goal
four two-point goals, and three assists.

The Cougars took the lead early off an unassisted three-
point goal from forward Aaron Susi at 1:24 of the opening
frame of play to give California the 3-0 advantage. Detroit

DETROIT IGNITION PHOTO

Jamar Beasley (left) is congratulated by teammates after
registering a goal that was part of a 14-point night in the
Ignition's 25-15 victory over California Sunday afternoon at
COmpuware Sports Arena.
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over very closely. A lot of tech-

niques that people use when *

they fish for walleye don’t qual-
ify under the IGFA rules.-For
instance, you can’t use certain
kinds of hooks or live bait, and
if it's a junior angler, the only
assistance he or she can receive
from someone is to net the fish
once it’s reeled in.”

Chris Merbler said that he
sensed the fish was bigger than
most as he reeled it in.

“It put up a fight,” he said.
" “We fished a little longer after I
brought it in then we took it
* right to the post office to get it
weighed. You have to get it
weighed right away in order for
it to be official. Then'we filled .
out a bunch of forms and sent
them, a picture of the fish and a
sample of the line to the IGFA.
I was a little nervous until I
heard back from them because
-you never know if somebody
else caught a bigger one while
you were waiting for your fish
to be certified.” .

. The Merblers have steered
their love for fishing into their
own Web site: ‘
www.walleyekid.com.

“It’s up and running now, but
it’s not totally done,” said Chris.
“There’s a lot of stuff on there,

" like information for kids on”
how to get started fishing,
informational videos that you
can watch right on the site, the
best tackle shops and boat -
launches in the area and my
dad and I put updates on there
about where we fished and

‘what we caught with what kind
of bait.”

One thing Merbler is not
ready to do is rest on his laurels
— or world records.

He has bigger fish to fry.

“Next on Chris’s list,” said
Ron Merbler, “is to catch a
world-record perch.”

ewrifght@hometownli'fe.com
(734) 9532108 ~
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How to you spell undefeated? E-A-S-T!

The East Middle School A and B girls basketball teams recently completed the school s first undefeated
seasons in 17 years when they went 16-0. Pictured (front row from left) are Lindsay Krug, Lucy Wildman,
Kristin Klavon, Kayla Bridges, Mariah Tesarz, Robyn Mack, Melissa Pronovost, Jackie Godin, (second row from
1eft) Kinari Shah, Ashley Cade, Besa Cera, Alex Roberts, Taylor Birman, coach David Schmittou, Abby
lemqston ‘Kaitlyn Mattson, Alalna Turner, Jasmine Knowles and Kellie Connelly.

PCS icers battle to 5-5 tie with Blazers

Despite losing a 3-0 first-
period lead, Livonia Ladywood
hockey coach Bruce Peck had a
lot to be happy about in.
Tuesday’s 5-5 deadlock with
host Plymouth-Canton-Salem

at the Arctic Edge.

“This was a test for us, I con-
sider it a passing grade,” said
Peck, whose team lost to state
runner-up P-C-S twice last sea-
son. “This was only our second

" game and it was their fourth.

We haven't had time to jell.
We've had a lot of practices,
but not many games.”

Ladywood is 1-0-1 in the
Michigan Metro Girls High
School Hockey League, while
the Penguins are 3-0-1.

PREP HOCKEY

After the Blazers got up by
three goals, P-C-S stormed
back with four unanswered
goals in the second period for a
4-3 advantage.

~The Pengums enjoyed a 5- <L ’

lead late in the third period
when Ladywood’s Abby’
Kienbaum knotted the count
with only 1:20 left on assists
from Prenella Semma and
Maria Rotondo.

“We dominated the first
period and they dominated the
second period,” Peck said. “We
don’t have a lot of depth and
we got tired.

tens of thousands of men,kwomen ‘a‘md”chlldren Who have g
nowhere else to go. G1ve now at 1 877 SAL MICH

“But the third period we did

not give up. We kept fighting.”

Katie Zimmerman paced P-
C-S with three goals and one
assist. Nikki Songer added one
goal and one assist, while
Adrienne Cercone scored the
other goal.

Laura Szwed led LadyWood
with two goals and one assist.
Angie Tafano, Semma and
Kienbaum each added one goal
and one assist. Heather

‘Sartorious and Rotondo each

contributed two assists. .

Ladywood goalie Michelle
Wyniemko made a total of 26
saves, while the Penguins’
Kristie Kowalski stopped 20
shots. -

ed-hot

On abitterly cold Sunday after-

noon, the Plymouth Whalers
kept up their red-hot pace in the
Ontario Hockey League with a 4-
0 shutout of the Guelph Storm in
a game played before 3,608 at the

* Guelph Sports and’
1 Entertainment Centre.

Plymouth won all three games
played this weekend 4-2 over
Saginaw on Friday and 5-3 over

Guelph on Saturday (both at the |

Compuware Sports Arena) to go
Wlth Sunday’s victory.

The Whalers have won four in
atow to move into sole posses-
sion of third place in the Ontario
Hockey League’s West Divisioni

~ with a record of 17-10-1-0 (35

points), five points behind the
first-place Spirit (19-9-0-2) and
one point behind second-place
Sarnia (16-9-2-2). -

Although the Whalers received
contributions from just about
everyone on their roster in the
victory in Guelph, center Evan

Brophey — who was celebrating

his 20th blrthday — emerged as
the game's first star, figuring i 1r1 on
all four Whaler goals with a goal
of his own and three assists. In
three games last weekend,
Brophey figured in on nine of
Plymouth’s 13 goals with three
goals and six assists.

Brophey was also the ﬁrst star

in the Whalers’ 5-3 over Guelph -
on Saturday. Brophey -'a Chicago
Blackhawks draftee - leads
Plymouth in scoring with 11 goals
and 35 assists for 46 points in 28
games. -

‘Besides Brophey, Tom Sestito
(14th), Steve Ward (seventh) and
James Neal (team-leading 17th)
also scored for the Whalers.
Plymouth goaltender Michal -
Neuvirth posted his first-ever

OHL shutout in stopping 28

Red-hot Whalers
ice Guelph, 4-0

www.hometownlife.com

Guelph shots.

After a scoreless first penod <
Plymouth opened the scoringat
8:03 of the second period on the’
power play when Sestito ripped
home a rebound off a Ward point
shot past Guelph goaltender Tom
McCollum.

Brophey made it 2-0 at 10:33

" of the period when he wired a

shot on the left wing top shelf
past McCollum, Ward capped a -
Plymouth rush to increase the
lead to 3-0 when Brophey — sta- -
tioned at the top of the right cir-

_ dle in the Guelph zone — found

Ward at the high slotand the
Plymouth captain made no rms-

“take.

Neal finished the scoring on
another power play at 12:50 of -
the third period when Brophey
found Chris Terry on the right
wing in the Guelph zone and
Terry threaded a pass through

. traffic to Neal on the left wing,

who beat McCollum with a well-
placed shot. -

Although Plymouth scored 13
goals over the weekend in the
three victories, the Whalers
remain one of the top defensive
teams in the OHL. Plymouth is
second in the OHL with just 84
goals allowed, tralhng Kitchener
(81) for the top spot in the OHL.
In addition, the Whalers went 16-
for-17 on the penalty kill this
weekend.

Plymouth plays in London on
Thursday before returning home

" Friday to host Sudbury and

Barrie on Saturday at the
Compuware Sports Arena. Both
games will start at 7:05 p.m.
Tickets are available by calling
the Compuware Sports Arena at

- (734) 453-8400 at by going to

Ticketmaster at wwwtlcketmas-
ter.com.

‘Cup’ headed to Compuware

After a successful visit to
Compuware Sports Arena earlier
this year, details for the Stanley
Cup’s return to the Compuware
Sports Arena are startirig to take
shape.

The Stanley Cup will be back
in Plymouth on Friday. After a 4

" p-m.-5:30 p.m. visit and public

viewing at one of the 18-Detroit

“Area Plymouth Whalers

Customer Reward program part-
ner Meijer stores (Meijer of
Canton, 45001 ¥ord Road) the
Cup will be on display at the
Compuware Sports Arena from
7:15-11 p.m. in the Main NHL
Arena. Plymouth Whalers sea-

* son ticket holders and hockey

fans of all ages will be able to

view and enjoy the Stanley Cup

while taking in the Plymouth

Whalers vs. Sudbury Wolves

garne, which begins at 7:05 p.m,
“We're grateful that

\ (Compuware CEO) Peter

Karmanos has decided to bring

the Cup back to Plymouth again .

this year;” said Plymouth Whalers
President, General Manager and
Head Coach Mike Vellucci.
“Hockey fans love to be with the
Cup, so were exclted to give them

Cup one more time this season”
Like last July 17, the
Compuware Sports Arena will
provide a professional photogra-
pher for fans who want a picture
with the Stanley Cup or folks can
bring their own 35-millimeter
cameras and snap a photo. The
arena is requesting a $10 dona-

* tion for professional photographs

with proceeds being donated to
the Karmanos Cancer Institute.

Hockey fans who don't already
have tickets to the Friday, Dec. 8
game can purchase tickets at any
Ticketmaster location, the-
Compuware Sports Arena box-
office(Open9 am-7pm. .
Monday to Friday) or by calling
(734) 453-8400 and charging by -
phone.

After hosting Sudbury and the
Stanley Cup on Dec. 8, the '
Whalers host Barrie on Saturday, .
Dec. 9, at 7:05 p.m. The game
features the Whalers’ Annual -
Teddy Bear Toss. Fans attending
the game are requested to bring a
new Teddy Bear to the game and -
throw it on the ice the first time
the Whalers score in the game.
The new bruins will be picked up
and donated to charity, court
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SALEM

FROM PAGE BI

. Davis scored Salem’s first
.- seven points, but was forced
to the bench for the rest of
the first half after committing
his second personal foul with
2:43 left in the first quarter.
Despite the reduced minutes,
. the junior enjoyed a stellar
varsity debut as he also con- , -
tributed seven rebounds and  §
four steals.

Senior J.P. Truesdell and
Dixon both finished with
seven points for the winners.

Leverette paced the
Panthers with 18 points and
six rebounds. Guard Justin
Floyd added 11 points and-
Baird netted nine. Just six
players scored for each team.

The calendar said

" “December,” but the game’s
final three minutes had
“March Madness” written all
over them. With RU leading
46-41, the Rocks reeled off a
6-0 run thanks to a put-back
by Truesdell (3:10 left), a
mini-hook from Davis (2:00)
and a fade-away jumper from
Stone with 1:01 remaining.

Leverette canned a 17-foot
jump shot with 35 seconds
left to put the Panthers up,
48-47, but it only set the
stage for Dixon’s heroics. |

“I feel good about this
team,” said Dixon, who was
first promoted to the varsity
during the winter of 2004.
“We’re probably not going to
be great, but we're not going
to be horrible either. If we
keep working hard I think we
can win a lot more games
than we did last year.”

Both teams shot well from
the floor: Salem hit 20-0f-41

Panthers connected on 20-of-
39 (51.2). :

The Rocks made 5-of-8 free
throws (62.5); the Panthers
-drained 3-of-7 shots (42.8) -
“from the charity stripe. -

, ewright@hometownlife.com
(734) 953-2108

Do you hire extra help
for the holidays?

If so, consider running your

employment ad in the

Observer & Eccentric’s Holiday

Employment Dlrectory This

special page will be runmng

in Wayne and Oakland

Counties every Sunday and

Thursday, starting in October thru December - giving
you plenty of time to prepare that new staff for the

‘holiday rush! .
#,°46 per inch

-3 inch minimum_

Save 20% on each day after the ﬁrst run when
you commit to more than one day!

Salem’s J P. Truesdell delivers a pass during Tuesday night's 49-48 victory
over Redford Union. Truesdell finished with seven points and six rebounds.

Ramthun’s 20 lead LW over PCA
Senior guard Kyle Ramthun scored 20 points  combined for 18 rebounds.

Tuesday as Lutheran High Westland earned a The Warriors controlled play from start to fin-

season—opening 50-39 victory at Plymouth ish, building an 18-point fourth—quarter advan-

Christian Academy. tage. :
“We missed a lot of free throws and we missed  “We shot poorly the first half? said Lutheran -

alot of layups;” said first-year PCA coach David ~ Westland coach Dan Ramthun, whose team led

Yost. “On the bright side, the boys didn’t get 25-17. “Maybe we were pressing a little bit. We

frustrated; their court presence was very good. missed some easy ones.
“It’s tough playing in the first game with a “We did not shoot well, but we played well
new coach and a new system. I'm a man-to-man  enough defensively.”

kind of coach and they're used to playing more Senior forward Matt Saagman led the Eagles

zone. I m encouraged by how hard the boys with 14 points. Trevor Zinn added seven for

wor . PCA, which hosts Franklin Road Christian on . .
Sophomore forward Sam Ahlersmeyer added  Friday night.

seven points-for the winners, while senior center The Warriors were 13-0f-22 from the foul hne,

Alex Edwards and junior forward Josh Haller while PCA was 6-of 15.

¢

THE WEEK AHEAD e

BOYS BASKETBALL

PREP WRESTLING Holland Sentinel Tourney, 1& 3 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 7 - Saturday, Dec.9 WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
" Lutheran South at Canton Agape Canton at Davison Invitational, 10-a.m. Saturday, Dec.9

- at United Christian Church, 7 p.m. - Salem 10-Team Invitational, 9 a.m. Goshen (Ind.) at Madonna, noon.
Friday, Dec. 8 Plymouth at Temperance-Bedford - ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE

Monroe at Salem, 7 p.m. Invitational, 10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 7 i
Canton Agape at Deerfield, 7 p.m.- PREP VOLLEYBALL Whalers at London Knights, 7:30 p.m. -
Franklin:Road at PCA, 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9 “Friday, Dec.8 -

- Whalers vs. Sudbury Wolves
at Compuware Arena, 7:05 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 9

PREP HOCKEY
Friday, Dec. 8
Northville at Salem

Canton at South Lyon Invite, 8 a.m.
Plymouth at Madonna Tournament
at Plymouth, 8:30 a.m.

o o = at Plymouth Cultural Center, 8:30 p.m. MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL " Whalers vs. Barrie Colts
Plymouth at Livonia Churchilf Friday, Dec. 8 at Compuware Arena, 7:05 p.m.
BiLL BRESLERIST"FF PHOTOGRAPHER at Eddie Edgar Arena, 6 p.m. (Holland Sentinel Comm. Tourney) MAJOR INDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE
Saturday, Dec. 9 Madonna vs. Goshen (ind.), 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9

Hope College vs. Grace Bible, 8 p.m. Det. Ignition at Milwaukee Wave, 4:35 p.m. '

Saturday, Dec. 9

Canton at Dearborn
at Detroit Skate Club, 7:20 p.m.

- shots (48.7 percent) while the:

V LADIES' NIGHT .
STANLEY CUP at COMPUWARE SPORTS ARENA
'FROM 7:30PM - 11:00PM FRIDAY, DEC. 8TH!

BARRIE
COLTS

SAT DEC. 9TH, 7: 05PM
TEDDY BEAR TOSS

Center Ice Seatmg $14 + Executive Reserved $10

SEASON or GROUP TICKETS
‘Call 734-453-8400
www.plymouthwhalers.com
INDIVIDUAL TICKETS

B ticketmaster www. tlcketmaster com
Call 248-645-6666

: COMPUWARE SPORTS ARENA
14900 BECK ROAD _ PLYMOUTH TWP., MI 48170

We've
recently
refurbished

- our website.
Given it a fresh
coat of paint
so to speak.
We wanted it to
be easier to navigate.
And great to look at.

| And useful for everyone.
It took us a while but we think we
o made all that happen.

- Checkit out.

A lot of what you see is still
there--local news, speCIal
sections, classifieds and some
of it is new like our partnershlp

with CareerBunder com,
Apartments.com and

-Cars. com., three great sites to
use when you want realIy
great results. So grab your
mouse and see what’s
happenmg on
hometownlife.com ;

SN THE - S
@hzewer 8’Fttentrtt
| NEWSPAPERS |

Wﬁﬁﬁﬁ NQMETQWN STGRKSS UNFQLQ

ffm&mm cem‘w 805 East Maple B:rmmgham 48009 . 248-901 -25007 ? ‘AX 248-90°
~ WAYNE G@i}NW 36251 Schoolcraft Livonia 48150 . 734-953-2153., FAX 734-95
,, ME‘?GWNLEFE QGM |
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" the
www.ci.plymouth. mi.us.

-Questions regarding this bid should.be directed to the Downtown

. Publish: December 7 & 10,2006 - ,

'NOTICE TO BIDDERS

. Notice is hereby given that the City of Plymouth, Michigan will |

accept sealed bids until 10:00 am, Tuesday December 19, 2006.

The bid opening will take place at 10:00 am, Tuesday December 19,
2006 at Plymouth City Hall 201 S. Main Street Plymouth Mlchlgan
for the following: ) )

v

. DDA Landscape Maintenance 2(_)07

Specifications and bid documents are available in tlxe City -

‘Manager’s Office, at City Hall, 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, 48170 .

You may also download a copy of
City’s web -site at: http://

‘during normal business hours.
.documentation from the

Development Authority at dda@c1 plymouth mius or (734) 455-

-1453.

g The Clty of Plymouth reserves the nght to accept or reJect any or
all bids, in whole or in part and to waive any 1rregular1t1es

Linda J. Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk
City of Plymouth

OE08492963

MAYFLOWER AUTO TRANSPORT
- 1179 STARKWEATHER
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
(734) 459-0053

NOTICE OF SALE

‘The following vehicles will be sold at Public Auction for cash to
- satisfy lien pursuant to F.S. 713. 78 On December 14, 2006 at 10:00

am.
VEHICLE ) V.I._N.
1993 Chevrolet  Suburban Cheyen 1GNEC16K1PJ352981
1991 Pontiac Grand Am LE (White) 1G2NE14A7MC566956
1992 Cadillac Seville Touring (Black) 1G6KY53B2NU819798
1992 Mercury . Mystique (Red) 1MELM6538SK601184
1991 Pontiac - Sunbird (Blue) 1G2JB14T2M7624716
1995 Mercury  Cougar (Black) 1MELMG6243RH620827
1998 Ford Escort (White) 1FAFP10P1WW234460
1989 Ford Thunderbird (Silver)  1FAPP624XKH146025
1996 Oldsmobile 88 LSS (Green) 1G3HY52K9T4843683
1990 Ford F150 Custom/Special ~ 1FTDF15Y1LLA36481
1997 Ford Taurus (Burgundy) 1FALP52U7TVG262480°
1995 Toyota Tercel JT2EL55D650063637
1989 Toyota Camry LE (Burgundy) JT2VV22E5K0072559
1990 Pontiac Sunbird (White) 1G2JB34K5L7637090

© 1991 Mazda - Protege (Black) JM1BG2264M0293179
1996 Pontiac Grand Am (Tan) 1G2NE52TXTMb541747
1996 Chevrolet Impala (Purple) 1G1BL52P3TR108239
1992 Pontiac Grand Prix (White) 1G2WH54T4NF235532
1991 Buick Century (Burgundy) 1G4CW53L.6M 1682957
1989 Pontiac Sunbird (Blue) 1G2JB11K0K7601167
1995 Mercury Cougar (Green) 1IMELM62W6SH601728
1999 Honda Civic (Red) 1HGEJ6671XL034727

- 1988 Ford Ranger SXT/XL/XLT 1FTCR10A5JUE10837

Publish: December 7, 2006 OE08492042
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responded quickly as rookie forward Worteh
Sampson put a two-pointer into the back of
the net at 3:07 and cut the Cougars lead
down to 3-2. :

Beasley put Detroit up 4-3 at10:13 of the
first quarter with an unassisted two-pointer.
Sampson registered his second goal of the
game — a two-pointer — at 11:48 to extend
the Ignition lead to 6-3.

The Ignition kept its momentum going

* with & two-point goal from Ricardinho at

12:56 putting Detroit up 8-3. Detroit forward

‘Mike Apple put the Ignition up 10-3 ona -

two-point goal, his first of the season, at
13:49 off a pass from Jonathan Greenfield.

The Cougars came back with a two-pointer
at 14:08 from Enrique Tovar cutting the
Ignition lead to 10-5 at the end of the ﬁI‘St
quarter.

'Cougars defenseman Antonio Sutton beat ,

Ignition goalkeeper Danny Waltman with a
two-point goal at the 4:33 of the third quar-
ter cutting the Detroit lead to just 12-9.

to within 12-11 witha goal at the 8:49 mark.

The Cougars’ offense struck again with
another two-point goal from Sutton at 9:28,
giving them a 13-12 advantage and their first
lead of the game. The Ignition regained the

advantage with a two-pomt power—play goal

from Apple.
Selaidopoulos buried one into the back of

- the net, his first two-point goal of the season,

off a pass from Hewerton at 2:02 of the
fourth quarter to put the Ignition up 16-13.

California responded quickly with a two-
~ point, unassisted goal from Eduardo Velez at

2:26 as the Igmtmn held on to their 16-15
advantage.

Beasley regxstered another two-point goal,

his third of the night, at 3:28 off a pass from

Carlos Farias to extend Detroit’s lead to 18-15.

The two connected again as Beasley tallied
his fourth two-point goal of the night at 5:52

' to extend Detroit's lead to 20-15. Again

Beasley found the net with.a three-point,
sixth attacker goal at 14:12 extending the

Detroit lead to 23-15. Beasley rounded offthe

night with another two-point goal, his fifth
score of the night, at 14:34 to givethe -~
Ignition the 25-15 win over the Cahforma

Cougars.

SPORTS BRIEF
HVS WINTER PROGRAMS

ngh Velocity Sports in Canton will be

- offering its “Winter 2” round of sports pro-

grams beginning Jan. 2 through Feb. 28.

" The registration deadline for indoor soc-
cer, flag football and dodge ball is Dec. 15.
Leagues traditionally sell out during “Winter

2% so teams are encouraged to-sign up early.’

- The team fee for indoor soccer (under-9
through over-30) is $925 and the free agent
fee (for players who need to sign up without
ateam) is $95. The fee for U5-U8 is $550
and the free agent fee is $65. All indoor soc-
cer leagues include eight games and free
agent fees include a free T-shirt.

The team fee for flag football is $925.
Elementary, middle, high school and adult
leagues will be offered.

- The team fee for dodge ball is $400 for six
games, plus an end-of-the-season tourna-
ment. Teams consist of at least 10 players.
Instructional clinics for soccer, basketball
and volleyball are also available. Check
wthVSports com for information on drop-
in soccer and basketball or call (734) HV-
SPORT.

PREFERRED BREAKDOWN OF
PROJECT ALLOCATION.
. SUPPLEMENTAL PROGRAM __ |
PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMS ‘ 51 445.00
Senior Services . $14,030.00 g
L Council on Aging | - -$9,030.00
\ Senior Alliance - $5,000.00
Transportation : - | $37,415.00
: Disabled Van - $12,380.00
Senior Transportation - $25,035.00
: BRICKS & MORTAR PROGRAMS $43,956.00
> | Multi-Year Friendship Station $43,955.00 o
: ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM $10,600.00
Administration $10,600.00 -
' TOTAL ALLOCATION " $106,000.00

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
PROPOSED USE OF THE
2007 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT FUNDS
DECEMBER 19, 2006

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING
CONCERNING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT PROGRAM WILL BE HELD BY THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH AT
7:00 PM. IN THE MEETING ROOM OF THE TOWNSHIP HALL
WHICH IS LOCATED AT 9955 N. HAGGERTY RD. ON
DECEMBER 19, 2006.

THE PURPOSE OF THE PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE TO
AFFORD. THE PUBLIC THE OPPORTUNITY TO PLACE
BEFORE THE BOARD ANY PROPOSED USE OF THE 2007
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS.

PRELIMINARY INDICATIONS FROM THE WAYNE COUNTY

'OFFICE OF BLOCK GRANT, WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY
- DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM, ARE THAT THE

ESTIMATED . 2007 FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR THE

. TOWNSHIP WILL BE APPROXIMATELY  $106,000.00. WAYNE
"COUNTY REQUIRES FOR 2007 THAT OUR REQUEST FOR
. PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS NOT EXCEED 19.% OF THE
-TOTAL ALLOCATION.
-REQUIREMENT THE PROJECTS ARE PROPOSED AS

BASED ON  THAT SPECIAL,

- FOLLOWS:
. BREAICDOWN OF ALLOCATION BASED.
PROJECT _ON 19% PUBLIC SERVICE
PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMS " §~20,140.00
Senior Services $ 5,495.00 .
Councxl on Aging . . $3,520.00
. o Senior Alliance = $1,975.00
. | Transportation $14,645.00
j Disabled Van : $4,845.00
Senior Transportation- $9,800.00
-BRICKS & MORTAR PROGRAMS 75,260.00
Multi-Year Friendship Station $75,260.00 )
ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM - $10.600.00
| Admiriistration $10,60000
TOTAL ALLOCATION ' . $106,000.00
:IF  WAYNE COUNTY .- DETERMINES  AFTER - ALL

 APPLICATIONS ARE RECEIVED THAT ADDITIONAL FUNDS
: SHALL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS THE
' PROPOSED ALLOCATIONS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS:

.THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
‘PLYMOUTH, UPON COMPLETION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING
.WILL DETERMINE THE USE OF THE 2007 FUNDS : '

/ANY WRITTEN COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED
'USE OF THE 2007 FUNDS SHOULD ‘BE DIRECTED TO SUSAN
.VIGNOE, COMMUNITY ' DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
COORDINATOR, CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 9955 N.
"HAGGERTY RD, PLYMOUTH, MI, 48170 AND MUST BE
QRECIEVED BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 2006.: '

- MARILYN MASSENGILL CMC :
o CLERK CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

}Pubhsh Deoember? 2006

0508493013 -

Midfielder Jorge Martinez edged the Cougars

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
'ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Townshlp of Canton will prov;de necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at

"§. the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing

upon ‘two weeks notice to .the Charter Township of Cant;on;
Individuals with disabilities: requiring auxiliary aids or services

“should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or

calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188 ’
(734) 394-5260

Publish: December 7, 2006 -
X ) OE08492779

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

To all residents and other interested parties: Agenda's and Minutes
for the Township of Plymouth Board of Trustee Meetings are
available for review under the Reference Desk. Page of the
Township Web site: www.plymouthtwp.org. .

Minutes and agenda's are also posted in the Clerk's Office at
Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth for
public perusal

Marilyn Massengill, CMC
Clerk Charter Townsl‘up of Plymouth

Publish: October 5,19, November 9 & December 7, 2006 oE0BsassHS

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON .
FY 2007 CDBG PROGRAM

Between December 7, 2006 and January 7, 2007, the Canton CDBG
Advisory Council will accept project proposals for the FY 2007
Community Development Block Grant Program. All projécts must
benefit low and moderate. income Canton residents and must

~comply with HUD regulations. The FY 2007 CDBG allocation is -

estimated to be $336,000.00. Project proposals may be submitted
through the Community Services Division, 1150 S. Canton Center:
Road, Canton, MI 48188-1699. The Advisory Council will consider

all project proposals at a duly noticed public hearing to be held in

March, 2007. Requests for information and the project proposal
form should be directed to: Gerald Martin, Community Services
Division, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, Mlchlgan 48188,
(734) 394-5194—

TERRY BENN ETT, Clerk

Publish: December 7 & 14, 2006 OE08492777

1 Bid forms may be 'picked up at the Finance and Budget”

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID -

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township. of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed

. bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, December -
21, 2006 for the following:

PURCHASE OF GOLF CARS & SALE OF USED CLUB CAR
GOLF CARS

Department, from our website at www.canton-mi.org or you may "
contact Mike Sheppard at (734) 394-5225. All bids must be
submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the bid title,
company name, address and telephone number and date and time
of bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all proposals. The Townshlp does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, rehgmn, age or dlsablhty in
" employment or the prov1s1on of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish: December 7, 2006 *
OE08492785
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Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings-
November 28, 2006 .
A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Townshxp

"1, of Canton was held Tuesday, November 28, 2006, at 1150 Canton
- Center S. Supervisor Yack called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Roll Call Members °

Present: Bennett, Kirchgatter, Ladoy, McLaughlin, Yack, Zarbo
Members Absent: Caccamo (on Military leave) Staff Present:
Director Eva, Executive Du‘ector Santomauro, Director Conklin,
Director Faas Adoption of Agenda Motion by Yack, supported by
Zarbo to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried by all
members present.- Approval of Minutes Motion by  Bennett,
supported by Kirchgatter to approve the Board Minutes of November
14, 2006. Motion carried by all members present. Citizens Non
Agenda Item Comments: George Kruczek, 6618 Carlton, stated at
the Sunflower Subdivision Homeowners Association meeting in
November, residents had somé concern regarding the quarterly fixed
charge on their water bills. Payment of Bills Motion by Kirchgatter,
supported by Bennett to approve payment of the bills as presented.

Motion carried by all members- present Expenditure Recap for

November 28, 2006

General Fund 101
Fire Fund 206 48,722.26.
Police Fund 207 78,793.32
Summit Operating 208 19,320.48
Cable TV Fund 230 1,729.79
Public Improvement 245 6,600.00
Twp Improvement - 246 139,354.00
E-911 Utility 261 . 855.60
Auto Forfeiture(wwa) - 267 9,813.44
Federal Grants Fund - 274 -2,172.00
Auto Theft Grant . 289 18,014.75
Downtown Dev. Authority 294 83,200.86
Cap Proj-Road Paving ' 403 72,410.42
Bldg Auth Constructmn S L4689 2,250.00
Golf Fund 584 32,484.21
Water & Sewer Fund 592 43,310.47
Construction Escrows 702 165,760.12
Post Employ. Benefits 736 31,662.71
‘Total - All Funds 1,138,774.44

PRESENTATION: ... PRESENTATION OF FIRE PROMOTION
BADGES. ~ Trustee Zarbo presented Captain badge’s to Thomas
‘Davison and John Hunter and Lieutenant badge’s to Robert Glenn,
and Tom Krueger. GENERAL CALENDAR: Item 1. CONSIDER
SITE PLAN FOR COMMUNITY FINANCIAL CREDIT UNION.

" (MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adopt the

resolution for site plan for Community Financial Credit Umon

~"Motion carried by all members present. :
' RESOLUTION OF BOARD ‘OF TRUSTEES CHARTER TOWNSHIP

‘OF CANTON Site Plan for Community Financial Credit Union

) WHEREAS the Project Sponsor, Mr. Randy Penner, has requested

‘site plan approval for Community Financial Credit Union to be

~ located at the southeast corner of M1ch1gan Avenue and Beck Road,

‘identified as tax EDP # 128-99-0007-002; and, WHEREAS, the
Planning .- Commission reviewed the site plan and made a

* recommendation to approve the request to grant site plan approval,

as: summarized in  the  attached written analysis and
recommendation. NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board
of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton, Michigan does hereby

approve the request of the petitioner, Mr. Randy Penner, to approve

the site plan for the proposed Community Financial Credit Union
subject to any and all state and local development regulations and

further subject to any conditions recommended by the Planning
““Commission’ and staff, as described in the analysis and

recommendation attached hereto and made a part hereof. Item 2.
CONSIDER THE INTERSECTION ~AUDIT = COMMITTEE’S
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 2007 INTERSECTION ‘SAFETY

' IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. (MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported
. by - Zarbo to accept. . the
.| recommendation for the. 2007 Intersection Safety Improvement .
 Program as noted below: ~Capital Projects Road Paving Fund,

Intersection Audit Committee’s

Account Number 403- 506-969 0000 Construction, Saltz @ Canton
Center: . $150,000, Palmer @ Haggerty: $200,000, Joy @ Canton
‘Center: = $100,000, Joy @ Haggerty: $200,000, Cherry Hill @ Beck:
$140,600 ( plus $50 000 from Blltmore) Engineering & Land for

2008 Program '$334,400

-Total: *$1,125,000 Motlon carned by all members present Item 3.
‘CONSIDER AGREEMENT ‘WITH WAYNE COUNTY.TO PROVIDE
WINTER MAINTENANCE ON 17.11 MILES OF COUNTY ROADS.
(MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Ladoy to approve the
agreement with Wayne County to provide additional winter

~ maintenance for 17.11 miles of local roads -and authorize the

_ Pearson & Son Septic Tank ‘Cleaning Co., Inc. in the amount of
. $22,970 plus a 10 percent contingency of $2, 297 for a purchase order

$ 287,320.11

. year term begmnmg January 1, 2007 and continuing thereafter on'a = |
- month-to-month basis until written notice of termination has been: -
“served with 90 days prior notice by either party. Motion carried by

' AMENDMENT - CLERK’S OFFICE AND ELECTIONS DIVISION. |

and Repair
Appropriation from s i : :
Postage-EIectlons Dept #101-191-729-0000 .0 /$10,000 .

- Total. ‘ . e $12,015 i
Increase Appropnatmns , . ‘ R

" Overtime-Elections .#101-191-708-0000 ' $10,000

* Overtime-Clerk’s Office 101-215-718-0000 - 1,400

- Office Supplies-Clerk’s Ofﬁce 101-215-727-0000 . 615

P ++ Total .- $12,015

-all members present.

- System, held at the Admmlstratlon Building, First Floor, Board

. stated the Board _participated in the. Fire Prevention Poster Contest
' Awards at 6:30 p.m. this evemng Private and Public schools
. participated and Trustee LaJoy was the judge. Supervisor Yack
© stated at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 29, 2006 there will be a
. Tree Lighting Ceremony at the: ‘Summit; ADJOURN: - Motion by
" Bennett, supported by Zarbo to adjourn at 7: 54 p.m.. Motion carried
~ by all members present

Bennett Clerk -~ it

: Copies of the complete text of the Board Minutes are available at the office of the Cherter )

~Approval.

~Pub1ish: December 7;2006 .

payment of $46,021.52 from account No. 101-441-950-0000 (Wayne
County Road Mamtenance) Metlon carrled by all members present
Item 4.

CONSIDER AUTHORIZING BODY AND PAINT REPAIRS FOR
PUBEIC SAFETY POLICE PATROL UNIT #2416. (MSD) -

Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter to authorize payment
to Jack Demmer Ford for performing necessary body and paint
repairs to Public Safety Police Patrol unit- #2416 at a cost of
$5,332.64, with a possibility of added costs after tear-down. The Fleet
Supervisor has generated a purchase order in the amount of
$5332.64 from the 592-000-110-1500 account and once repairs have -
been performed a repair order back-charging the Police Department
207-301-932-0000 account. Motion carried by all members present.
Item 5. AWARD CONTRACT FOR SEPTIC FIELD INSTALLATION.
(FBD) Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to award the
contract. for emergéncy septic field construction and septic tank
replacement at a residence on North Canton Center Road to Al

total of $25,267 (CDBG Program). Motion carried by all members -
present. Item 6. INCREASE TWO HOUSING REHABILITATION _
PURCHASE ORDERS. (FBD) Motion by Bennett, supported by
McLaughlin to increase P.O. #60540 for Winter Drlve Réehab-by
$359.00 and increase P.O. #62053 for Canton Center Rehab by
$2,755.00 equaling $3,114.00 (CDBG Affordable Housing
Contingency, Account #274-666-972-2006). Motion carried by all
members present. Item 7. - CONSIDER A FEE SCHEDULE FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION. OF PRELIMINARY BREATH TESTS
AND HARDWARE/SOFTWARE ASSOCIATED WITH TRACKING
THOSE FEES. (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Zarbo to
establish the following fee schedule to charge walk-in customers at
the police department front desk for the service of administering
preliminary breath tests: ® Canton residents: $10 per test (a visit to
the department is considered a test). » Non-residents: $20 per test **
Collection of fees to begin January 1, 2007. Further, I move to extend
the capital purchasing deadline and approve hardware/software
purchases associated with trackmg these fees from Online Solutions,
Ine, 2762 Woodmont West, Canton, MI 48188 in the amount of
$2065—FY 2066 Police Account # 207 301 977 2580. Motion carried
by all members present. Item 8. EXTENSION OF
GOVERNMENTAL CONSULTANT SERVICE CONTRACT.-
(SUPERVISOR) Motion by Bennett, supported by Kirchgatter that
the Canton Township Board of Trustees extend the contract of
Governmental Consultant Services, Inc. for issue lobbymg for a 2-

all members present. Item. 9.  GENERAL FUND BUDGET
(CLERK) Motion by Bennett, supported by erchgatter to approve 1 k
the following. budget in the General Fund to increase the Electlons .
Division budget: Decrease Expenditures:
Appropriation from Maintenance

'#101.215.932.0000  $ 2,015

This budget amendment does not affect the Electlons Division budget
- $257,100 or the Clerk’s Office Budget - $485,308. Motion carried by -
‘OTHER: Supervisor Yack stated the next
regular Board Study Session will be December: ‘5, 2006 at 7:00, with
the topics of Sewer Project — Rouge River Flood Plaln and the Path.

Room, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, MI 48188. Supervisor Yack

- Thomas J Yack Supemsor = Terry G.

Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, dunng regular business
hours and can also be accessed through ‘our, web site . w;mm_;mm after Board

o oosasret |
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Local wrestlers antlclpate vrcto

BY ED WRIGHT
STAFF WRITER

~ Corey Phillips tips the scales at
140 pounds, but his worth to the
Canton wrestling team is
immeasurable.
As the three-time state—quah-
fying grappler prepares to
- embark on his fourth and final
high school season, he does so
with an incredible 158 victories
already under his belt. -
Considering the Chiefs have

lost half of last year’s “Elite Eight” .

squad to graduation, Phillips will

“be counted on more than ever

- this year for victories and leader-
ship, according to fifth-year head
coach Casey Randolph.

“Corey leads by example;” said
Randolph. “The other guys have
to work hard in practice to match

. his work ethic. He always wres-
tles at a high level, but what
“makes himas good as he is that
he’s always focused on what he’s
trying to do. And while hes -
accomplished alot so far in his
‘high school career, there are still
things that he hasn’t accom-
plished that he wants to get done
* thisyear”

The biggest holes in 'the Chiefs’
line-up were left at 145 and 160
-pounds — the slots held down
last-year by Konrad Konsitzke
and Marwan Faraj, both of
whom have moved on to com- .
pete at the college level.

- “We're awfully young and inex-
perienced this year,” said
Randolph. “We should get better
as the season goes on, but only
time will tell. If T had to predict
who will be tough in the Western
Lakes this year, I'd have to say

tors from last year’s 28-4 squad
include sophomore Carl Lucke
(112), senior Adam Fleischmann
(119), junior Steve Cox (125) and
senior Joe Sanders (152). ‘
-Top newcomers who are
expected to rack up their share
up pins forthe Chiefs include
Connor Johnson (103), Donnie
Watkins (103), Mitch Walski
(112), Jeremy Filippelli (119), Phil
Rollinger (125), Josh Hurst

Canton’s Corey Phillips is pictured durinq a Reqioné! mateh last season. The
- three-time state qualrfrer has accumulated 158 wins headmg into his semor
_season. '

.

and 160) and Sam Lepper (189).
Playing key roles in developing
the up-and-coming Rocks will be
TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER assistant coaches Tony Kennard,
Salem s Alex Kemp (top) will give the Rocks a strong presence in the lower weight classes thrs season. Jason Krueger and Pete Israel.
s6 he’s where he should be' now. ' PI.YM“UTH
He had a great football season The Wildcats have gotten off to
and it looks like that's going to afast — and early — start under
cairy over to wrestling. the guidance of first-year coach
.. “Adam just has a great pres- Jay Helm, who has led his team -
ence. He's a natural leader. It says to a 4-3 dual-meet record. The
alot that the kids voted him cap- Wildeats defeated Milford
tain even though this is his first Lakeland, 39-37, and Fenton, 51-
varsity season.” 20, at a quad meet last week
Other returning key contribu- before placing fourth-in the

eight-team L'anse Creuse Dual
Tournament this past weekend.
Leading the way for the

Wildcats have been senior Ben
Kosmalski, who has racked up a
6-1record at 119 pounds, Vince
Darolfi, who has gone 5-0 with
four falls at 189 and Dean

. Hubbard, who is 3-0 as a heavy-
weight. Junior Chris Favot is also

- off'to a red-hot start after win-

ning six of his ﬁrst seven match-

‘ - TOM-HOFPMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

“We'll give them a couple of years “Nick is a very hard worker

1o sit out the tournament. But he

~ avery tough kid who leadsby

- offers good senior leadership.
"We're counting on him to be our

(cPy

-fiIIedcampaiqns

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Plymouth s Ben Kosmalskl (top) has already racked up a 6-1 record for the
Wildcats during the opening week of the 2006-07 wrestling season.

to him whether he wanted to
wrestle or not. In fact, we kind of
hinted to him that he may want

decided to wrestle and he got
three pins in three matches. He's

exarnple.
“Dean is a fine young man who

guy at heavywerght the entire

year””

- Helm said he will rotate his
captains on a week-to-week :
basis, depending upon whois -

- setting the best example in prac—

tice and in matches.

“Since this is our first year, the
coaches decided to leave the cap-
tains positions open so that
everyone would have the oppor-
tunity to be a leader throughout
the course of the season,” said
Helm. “Last week it was Benand -
Vince””

Other ledcats who are -

_expected to make key contribu-

Livonia Franklin is the favorite (130), Fawzi Zeidan (130), Brent  * and if they work hard, they'll be who is closing in on 100 career €s. tions this season include Soham

with John Glenn nght behlnd ~ Winekoff (135), Andy Rothwell going to states before they gradu- - wins,” said Woochuk. “He’s a’ “We had a number of would- Parikh (103), Anthony Favot

them.” (135), Rodger Kropp (145), Pat Cate? - B . - four-year varsity wrestler and a be seniors who opted not to get (108 and 112), Zach Neville (112),
Serving as captams for the Durocher (145), Brian Brubaker “Salem will debut its 2006-07 good team leader. on board this year because of the . Vince Rizzo (145), Eddie Saras

Chiefs this season will be seniors ~ (160), Nick McDiarmid (171), contingent Saturday when it “‘Jeremy is everything you want coaching change or for whatever  (171) and Anthony Pomerson :

Kiel Price (160) and Donnie ~ Jon Webster (189) and Dan hosts a 10-team invitational that  inaleader. He's agreat competi-  other reasons,” said Helm. “But '(215). Rizzo has already accumu-

Laramie (heavyweight); andjun-  Wanshon (215). will kick off at 9 a.m. The finals -tor, a great student and the other = we have over 30 kids who are lated five victories in the early

* jor Adam Powers (189).  ~ s AI.EM are slated to started at approxi- kids look up to him.” here every day, working hard and - going. First-year grapplers who

“The kids look up to Donnie : mately 7 p.m. - Other key returners include " doing what is asked of them. will be counted on for points

because of the success he’s had in ‘The Rocks will be looking to . “It’s an individual round-robin junior Kevin Bennett (103), jun- “Leading the way so far has include Brandon Crowther, Rob

wrestling (two-time state qualifi-  overcome the loss of eight tournament, so the kids will get ior Alex Kemp (130), Justin Kane ~ been Ben. He has a team-high 34  Barackman, Justin Wagonerand

" er)and football (All-State defen-  starters to graduation, including  in alot.of matches,” said (140) and Hussein Ajami (heavy-  takedowns already and he’sbeen  Dylan Spicher.

sive lineman),” said Randolph. 189-pound state champion Woochuk. “We always get some weight). Ajami chalked up over agreatleader forus. Heonlyhas = “One of'the reasons we've had

“He’s much more focuséd and Jeremy Henderson. It won't be* good teams in for thisone, 30 victories last year in hisinau-  one loss and that was to a kid so much success early on has

mature than he was last year,so - easy, but veteran coach Greg including Belleville and Adrian”  gural campaign. - from New Bostonn Huronwho -~ been our assistant coach, Ben:

this should be abig year forhim. ~ Woochuk is looking forward to Among the top returners this Woochuk is also expecting big ~ finished fifth in the state last year.  Hitchcock,” said Helm. “Hé’s very
“Kiel is in better shape than the challenge. season will be captains Nick things from relative new-comers “Vince has been a great leader - energeticand hesa great com-

he’s ever been in,” said Randolph. “We have a good group of Steiger, a 125-pound senior and Ben DeWitt (112 and 119), Grant  for us, too, so far. This past week- . mumcator '

“Lastyear hewrestledup at171 - freshmen in who are wrestling = - Jeremy Epley, a152-pound jun-  Heidenreich (112 and 119), Kevin  end he had a badly sprained \

because we had Marwan at 160, ior. o ‘ Hayter (130), Greg Taylor (152 ankle and we told him it was up ewright@nhometownlife.com | (734) 953-2108

for the first time,” said Woochuk.
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here really is no reason why the Lions haven 3
beaten the Minnesota Vikings since 2001. It’s
not like the Vikes have been one of the NFLs
elite teams in that time. As bad as the Lions have
played for the last six years, no squad has dominat-
. ed them like the good party ship Minnesota.
< Nine straight times the Vikings have gone away
victorious against Detroit. Since Scott Mitchell
found Herman Moore in the end zone with just
two seconds to play at the Metrodome back in
1997, the Lions’ record against the purple people
eaters is a robust 2-15. Two wins over their NFC
North rivals in the last 17 meetings. How many
times has Minnesota gone to the Super Bowl in
that span? Zero. -
‘Daunte Culpepper never r lost to the Lions. Sure,
~ he was an All-Pro quarterback, but that kind of
domination is usually saved for the Montanas or

‘Elways of the football world. Mike
Tice got fired in Minnesota after
last season. Like Culpepper, he
was on the winning end of football
games vs. Detroit every time he

played it. Mystifying.
i - “We just seem to have their
number,” Vikings cornerback Fred
Smoot said when asked this past
October why his team has owned
. the Lions over the last decade. “It’s
. justone of those thmgs

The Vikings beat the Lions Oct. 8 in one of the
strangest contests of the year. It was 17-3 Lions in

* the fourth quarter in Minneapolis when the Vikes

ripped off 23 unanswered points, fueled by two
huge Jon Kitna turnovers. Ben Leber returned a
Kitna fumble 1 yard for a score and, later, E.J.

o NFL Game
Ticket - _
" & Six 50" Plasma-
Screen TVs

* Just Arrived!
Two 80" Big

Screen TVs

Jo Food e Fun
.. and of course
Michigan's

Fmest Frog Legs! I m m“ '

MINIMUM TRADE-IN!
 VALID ONLY AT |
ngm

EXPIRES DECEMBER 16th, 2006 B

ions, at 2-10, need to stop the Mi

Henderson took one out of midair for a 45-yard _
interception return. Minnesota, 26-17. Bafﬂmg
“We're a beat up team, but nobody gives a darn.
We have to find a way to win,” Kitna said dazed and
confused after the Lions lost that one to fall to 0-5

-at the time.

Minnesota is coming into Ford Field this Sunday

-with a chance to do it again. The Vikings are fresh

off an awful effort against the Bears in Chicago
Brad Johnson was intercepted four times in the
loss. The Vikes are just 2-5 since that comeback -
win in October.

The Lions are 2-10. Thelr sixth consecutive 10-
loss season ranks second all-time in the history of
NFL futility. The gold standard was set by Tampa

Bay from 1983-94, when they ripped off 12 straight

10-loss seasons. The Lions are now halfway there.
They only play 16 games. To lose 10 or more in a

+ ~
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‘season six stralght ‘times in a 1eague that prides
itself on parity is beyond amazmg It’s downright
mind-blowing,.

“I feel like every. guy in this locker room played
winning football and the quarterback let them
down today;” Kitna said after New England’s come-
from-behind victory last Sunday in Foxboro.

“The only thing left we have to learn is to be on

_ top of the details in crunch time,” Lions coach Rad
Marinelli said. “We weren’t able to do that”

To the casual observer, what Patriots QB Tom

Brady did to the Lions in the fourth quarter was a
thing of beauty. Completing 14-o0f-15 passes down
the stretch was vintage Brady. He showed the
Lions what it’s like to have a Super Bowl-winning
leader do his thing when it counted most.

. “Winning time,” is what former Los Angeles
Lakers and Michigan State basketball star Magic

Start Your ¢
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Johnson used to call it. The Lions haven’t m'astered

“winning time” in ages. Their record now in the
Matt Millen era is 23-69. Nmety—two games avail-
able to win and Detroit has been on the positive
51de just 23 times. Unbearable..

+“Embarrassing and frustratmg Those two
words came from a guy on the winning side last .
Sunday. That was Patriots fullback Heath Evans.
New England was embarrassed and frustrated to
even be “trailing” the Lions at Gillette Stadium.

'“A win is a win,” Evans-added." .

; Let’s face it, New England acted as if the Lions
were nothing more than a fiuisance. Despite los-
ing three times at home this season, Bill =~ -
Belichick’s team firmly believes it has no business
allowing a team like Detroit to even lead in a
game. New England is-all about “winning time.”
When it was all said and done, the Pats got their

win and the Lions went home with another ‘L.

Forget this moral victory thing. That’s long, over.
It was cute in 2001 when Marl:y Mornhinweg
would talk about “close losses” as the Lions were
rolling to 2-14. The harsh reality is most NFL .
games are decided by a touchdown or less. Funny
how coaches never seem to bring up the “close
wins.”

“Look, were 2-10. [t’sa good 2-10;” Roy
Williams said to reporters, “but we a,lways figure
out a way to lose”

Breaking niews to Roy Williams: there is no

- good 2-10. Never, ever is 2-10 looking good no

matter how a team has played. That isnot win—
ningtime” . :

“They went out and played tough, but that’s
what we're supposed to do;” Mamnelh sald “That’s
what we signed up for

ings' ridiculous win streak

So this Sunday, it’s another chance to beat the
Vikings. Stop what has become an awful losing

. streak against a division rival. Cliché time. The -

Lions really are only playing for pride now. Mike
Martz is pulling out all the stops as the season.
winds down. Backup quarterback Josh McCown.

- made two catches at wide receiver last Sunday.

That’s one more than high-priced Mike Williams
has made all season. McCown would have had a
third against the Pats, but one was nullified by his
own offensive pass mterference penalty..

“It was an opportunity to play and I tried to
make the most of it,” McCown said, adding, “We
Just have to keep chopplng wood and getting bet-
ter”

Chop all the wood you like, watchmg MecCown
catch balls was not in the Lions’ original game
plan. It's doubtful the former Arizona Cardinals -

starting quarterba,ck is embarking on a Hall of
Fame receiving career.

“There are two streaks the Lions need to work on
the next two weeks. Beating Minnesota for the
first time since 01 is up first and then going to .
Green Bay and winning is second. Detroit hasn’t
won at Lambeau Field since 1991. The Lions have
never beaten Brett Favre in Wisconsin. -

 If the Lions can do those two things, they will

finally get a taste of “winning time.” Problem is,
- they haven’t won two in a row since the first two of -
-2004. Make that three streaks that have to come to

an end. No one said Wmnmg time” would be easy.

Mark Wilson is host of\the Lions pre- and postgame shows.on
WKRK-FM (97.1). He's a former Associated Press and Michigan
Association of Broadcasters Mlchlgan Sportscaster of the Year.
He lives in West Bloomfield.

finscover The Demmer Difference

msmn AT THE BIG STORE

Mo,
M with $1,000 Down

‘ Ford Certlﬁed Pre-Owned with 5.9% for 5 Yrs. 115 point inspection covering the
* powertrain, chassis, accessories and the overall condition of the vehicle. Each
‘vehicle also comes. with 6-year/75,000 mile powertrain limited warranty coverage,
roadside assistance, a full tank of gas at delivery and much, much more.

; 37300 Michsaan AVE. AT NewsuRan | 21531 MichiGaN o DEARBORN
WAYNE o Just East oF I-275 - TOLL FREE
1-800-818-5997 71-800-306-9298
aplanheadquarters.com - www.demmer.com

Mown. AND THURS. 8 AW - 9 PM
YuEes., Web., Fri. 8 am - 6 PM

Based on 5 yr. Purchase with $1,000 down. Plus tax, with approved credit.
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‘ D ' '_ " Chrysler Employe
27 Month s % s1999 s
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BRUCE CAMPBELL DODGE

14875 TELEGRAPH REDFORD * www.brucecampbeldodge.com 313-538?1500

*Purchase price plus taxes, title; plates. Must add doc: fee; all rebates to dealer. Lease payments based on 12,000 miles per year. Must finance with Chrysler Financial,
payments subject.to change doe to credit approval. Must qualify for lease loyahty, prior sales exciuded. Limit one per household. Sale ends 12-04-06.
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0% APR*
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OnStar, 3rd row seat, power
"~ windows, power locks,
power seats, steering
wheel radio controls.

; : b *Offer expires 11/30/06
H "
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