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Grand Traverse Pie Co.
on Ann Arbor Road (west
of Haggerty) in Plymouth
celebrates National Pie Day
today (Sunday). Patrons who
buy any full entree receive a
free slice of pie.
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The Rotary Club of
Plymouth A.M. is striving
to recognize a Plymouth-
Canton School District
high school senior who has
overcome adversity with its
annual Sandra Sagear Rotary
Scholarship.

Club officials are looking for
students who have displayed
courage, perseverance, spirit
and creativity in succeeding
in achieving an education,
despite a physical, mental or
emotional barrier. They have
also shown an appreciation of
others and a commitment to
their community. The recipient
of this award will receive a
scholarship.

The award is named after
Sandra Sagear, a 1969 gradu-
ate of the original Plymouth
High School who imagined
and believed she could suc-
ceed as she lived everyday
with polio. To download an
application, go to: http://www.
storytellerdesign.com/Portals/
4/2011ApplicationScholarRotary.
pdf.
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Super Bowl Sunday is still a
couple of weeks away, but it’s
not too soon to begin plan-
ning party menus.

What will you serve for the
big game on Sunday, Feb. 6?7 Do
you a have favorite recipe for
appetizers, snacks or an entree
that's perfect for hungry fans?

We're compiling Super Bowl
recipes for an upcoming issue
and we don't want to miss out
on yours. Send recipe, your
name, city of residence and a
telephone number by e-mail
to Sharon Dargay at sdar-
gay@hometownlife.com.

Got a photo from last
year's Super Bowl party that
you organized or attended?
Send it along, too, in jpg for-
mat attached to the e-mail.
Identify individuals in the
image by first and last name,
as well as city of residence.

If mailing, send to Dargay
at the Observer Newspapers,
615 W. Lafayette, Level 2,
Detroit, Ml 48226. But hurry,
deadline for submissions is
today (Sunday).

Mieheatsarg

If Cupid's arrow hit the mark,
we'd like to hear about it.

Tell us in 200 words or
less your favorite or most
memorable love story and
well share it with readers in
an upcoming issue. Include a
photo of yourself. You'll also
be in the running to win din-
ner for two or movie tickets.

The deadline for submis-
sions is Feb. 1 Include your
name, city of residence,
telephone number and e-mail
address and send to Sharon
Dargay at sdargay@home-
townlife.com. Make sure the
photo is attached as a jpg. Or
mail submissions to Dargay at
the Observer, 615 W. Lafayette,
Level 2, Detroit, Ml 48226.
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Plymouth City Commissioner Ed Hingelberg, state Rep. Kurt Heise and Red Wing Tomas Holmstrom get ready to
cut the ice ribbon - with a chainsaw instead of scissors.

Deep chill sets stage
for city's Ice festival

BY MATTJACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Stay warm.

That was the watchword
Friday afternoon at the
Plymouth Ice Festival, which
opened to blisteringly cold
temperatures.

The 29th annual festival,
at Kellogg Park and streets
around downtown Plymouth,
features more than 100 ice
sculptures, collegiate carv-
ing competitions, a Dueling
Chainsaws speed-carving
event Saturday, and spon-
sor and refreshment booths.
There’ also a Hot Spot
warming tent, live entertain-
ment Saturday and Sunday,
and activities for children,
including a petting zoo and
pony rides, Saturday and
Sunday.

The festival continues
through 6 p.m. Sunday.

The deep chill didn't bother
carver Jeff Wolf, an instruc-
tor in the culinary arts pro-
gram at Macomb Community
College. Wolfwas working
Friday on a snow princess
sculpture in Kellogg Park,
and leading a team of MCC
students, who planned to
enter team and individual
carving contests.

It was Wolfs 27th
Plymouth festival.

“Its a good opportunity for
our students to get involved
in large carving events,” he
said. MCC students were
preparing, he said, for the
national collegiate ice-
carving championship in
Frankenmuth next weekend.
“This is kind of a warmup for
that,” he said. .

Did he say warmup?

Wolf%s snow princess was in
its early stages Friday; MCC
also had other sculptures in
the park. Made of 10 fused
blocks of ice —each weigh-
ing about 350 pounds —the
snow princess was sponsored
by Johnson Controls.

Other pieces in the
Kellogg Park sculpture
garden included an earth
mover (sponsored by Wade

Home Delivery:
(866) 887-2737

Retum Address;
41304 Or.

Plynmouth
48170

Jeff Wolf is a culinary arts and ice carving instructor at Macomb County
Community College. He works on an icy angel on Friday, the opening night

of the Plymouth Ice Festival.

ICE FESTIVAL CONTINUES THROUGH SUNDAY

The 29th annual Plymouth Ice Festival continues through Sunday in
Kellogg Park and downtown Plymouth. The show offers more than 100
sculptures, live entertainment, carving competitions, refreshments
and more. The sculpture garden in Kellogg Park features 40-50 sculp-
tures; other sculptures are displayed throughout downtown.

Sunday hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is free.

Events planned for Sunday include a petting zoo, scavenger hunt
and pony rides for children, during show hours, on Forest Avenue
between Ann Arbor Trail and Wing. Kids are also invited to bring their
skis and snowboards to the free snow hill on Ann Arbor Trail between
Union and Main streets. The hill is provided by the Otsego Club, a

resort near Gaylord.

Also Sunday, Steve King and the Dittilies, an ice festival favorite, will
appear 1-4 p.m. on Penniman. The Bluescasters are tentatively sched-
uled to perform Sunday on Forest during the same hours.

Judging for the team carving competition is scheduled for 3 p.m.,
and an awards ceremony is planned for 4:30 p.m. at the main stage, at

Penniman and Union.

Trim, an engineering firm),
atow truck (sponsored by
Enterprise Rent-a-Car), a
leaping dolphin (Renewal
by Anderson), a ladybug
(Engraving Connection)
and a loaded forklift (Frazo
Forklifts).

Hunter Cheston of
Plymouth Township, who
was there with his mother,
Michele, said he liked the
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animal sculptures the best,
particularly a rabbit figure he
spotted.

Michele Cheston said her
family’s been attending the
festival annually for about
10 years. Itisn’t necessarily
Hunter favorite event in
Plymouth, however. “I like all
the festivals,” he said.

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405
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Locals await details
of Snyaer’s vision

BY MATTJACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Gov. Rick Snyder? first
State ofthe State message,
upbeat in tone and ambi-
tious in scope, was warmly
received by Plymouth area
legislators who attended
the speech Wednesday in
Lansing.

Snyder, a businessman-
turned-politician who took
office Jan. 1, broadly out-

lined his
Colbeck co-sponsors plans
MBT repeal, A6. for rein-

venting
Michigan’s government, and
reducing its costs, while at
the same time creating jobs
and pulling the state from a
nearly decade-long economic
slump.

“It was very good,” said
Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-
Canton Township, a fresh-
man who also represents
Plymouth and Plymouth
Township. “1 think it got to
the answers everyone was
looking for.”

Colbeck said he liked
Snyder’ focus on job-cre-
ation and “the sense of
urgency associated with it.”

Rep. Kurt Heise, R-
Plymouth Township, called
the speech “businesslike”and
said it used a “tlassic business
model” of setting objectives
and promising to report back
on the progress toward them.

“I really think that he’ set-
ting the stage for the incom-
ing budget, which I think is

going to be the real reflective
measure of his priorities,”
Heise said. The state faces

a projected budget shortfall
of $1.8 billion for its next
fiscal year, which begins in
October.

Snyder said his budget
proposal would be released
in mid-February, and urged
legislators to finish their
work on it by the end of May.
Snyder also said he’d have a
two-year budget in order to
better plan ahead.

Both Heise and Colbeck
said they liked Snyder’s
proposal to eliminate the
Michigan Business Tax and
replace it with a flat corpo-
rate tax.

“That sends a mes-
sage across the bow that
Michigan is finally getting
serious about job growth,”
said Colbeck, the owner ofa
small business.

Both Heise and Colbeck
also said they were intereste
in plans for a second bridge
to Canada across the Detroit
River, but that they want to
see specific plans for financ-
ing it.

Two local leaders were
more cautious in their
praise. The devil will be in
the details, said Plymouth
Township Supervisor
Richard Reaume.

“We’re going to have to
see the details to the budget
to see how this percolates
down,”he said.

Please see SNYDER, A6

Freshman Rep. Kurt Heise (left) agreed with Gov. Rick Snyder's vision
during Snyder's visit to Plymouth in October.

Dealers expect sales

surge after auto show

BY JAY M. GROSSMAN
STAFF WRITER

Moving the crowds from
the displays to the show-
rooms will be the true test
ofthe 2011 North American
International Auto Show
ending today.

Chris Jeannotte, sales
manager of Bob Jeannotte
Buick GMC in Plymouth,
believes 2011 will be a strong
year for all the auto makers
—and GM in particular.

“The biggest thing 1've
noticed is how people are excit-
ed that GM turned the corner,”
he said. “They know we'e back
making vehicles that are supe-
rior in quality and design.”

The Plymouth Township
dealership is remodeling
its showroom and offices,
a task that should be com-
plete in the next 12 months.
Jeannotte also noted cus-
tomers will see the Verano in
the fall and the all-new mini
Buick Enclave in 2012.

“Ford has come to thg
party,” said Mike Schrieber,
sales manager for Bill Brown
Ford in Livonia. “We have
the best incentives in leas-
ing that weVve had in years
—and we have lots ofinven-
tory. | expect sales will be
phenomenal between now
and the end ofthe month.”

Please see DEALERS, A6
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"Around Plymouth" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will

run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Open house

Plymouth Christian
Preschool and Plymouth
Christian Academy will host
an open house for prospective
families 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
10. Parents can meet the teach-
ers, explore the curriculum,
and tour the facilities. Check
the website at www.plymouth-
christian.org for more informa-
tion on academic, athletic and
extracurricular opportunities.
PCAis located at 43065 Joy
Road in Canton, between Lilley
and Morton Taylor Roads.

Damaris scholarship

The Plymouth Community
Arts Council will recognize a
Plymouth-Canton School dis-
trict senior who has displayed
outstanding abilities in visual
arts and plans to continue
his/her education in this field
with its annual awarding ofthe
Damaris Fine Arts Scholarship.

To download an applica-
tion, go to: http://www.story-
tellerdesign.eom/Portals/4/
2011Damarisaward.pdf

Museumania benefit
The Plymouth Historical

(e Seriic| Sy nay 71

Museum’ annual auction and
benefit dinner, “Museumania,
will be held Saturday, Feb.
12, at the Inn at St. Johnks in
Plymouth. The doors open at 5
p.m.; dinner begins at 6 p.m.

The evening includes alive
auction and raffle, with items
available for viewing when the
doors open. Auction and raffle
items include a commemo-
rative Daisy BB Gun, wine,
antiques, jewelry, gift cer-
tificates from local merchants
and restaurants, gift baskets
and much more.

Following the live auction,
diners will be treated to the
talk “Those Damned Black
Hat Boys™ A Short History of
the 24th Michigan Infantry
in the Civil War, with John
Gibney. Gibney is the direc-
tor of the Monroe County
Historical Museum. Period
dress (Civil War era) is encour-
aged, but not required.

Tickets are $60 per person
if purchased by Jan. 26 and
$70 per person after that date,
so get your tickets now. Ticket
price includes the talk, hors
d’oeuvres, cash bar, plated
gourmet dinner & dessert,
and the opportunity to bid
on the live auction & raffle.
Tickets are being sold at the
Plymouth Historical Museum,
155 S. Main Street, and on the
Museum’ website at http://

Tri-County Lawyers

Specializing in Bankruptcy

Starting at #
+ filing fee

STOP Wage Garnishments

STO P Repossessions

STOP Foreclosures » ST O P Forfeitures
STOP Seizures « STO P Levies

ST O P Utility Shutoffs

Free Consultations

Tri-County Lawyers pc

Canton Ford Crossing
5840 N. Canton Center Rd.  Suite 290 « Rm 1 &2 » Canton, Ml 48187
http:Wtri-countylawyerspc.vpweb.com

734-254-9314
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Chili winners

Officials at the VFW Post 6695 are thanking those who took part in, and
the 100 people who came to watch, the first Chili Cookoff sponsored by the
club's Ladies Auxiliary. Money raised in the event goes to help all veterans.
Pictured are Patti Bielskis (Ladies Auxiliary President), Mike Smith, (third

place), Julie Little (second place), Ruth Barnhill (first place) and Dave Reeves

(Commander VFW Post 6695). The club plans to do it again next winter, and
is also still collecting cell phones. For details, call (734) 459-6700.

www.plymouthhistory.org/
Events.html. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 455-8940.

Scholarships available

Community Financial
Credit Union, in collabora-
tion with the Community
Foundation of Plymouth
(CFP) and the Ann Arbor
Area Community Foundation

St. Michael
Elementary School

Celebrates...

Catholic Schools Week ©

(AAACF), will be awarding
11 scholarships worth $1,000
each in April.

Applications can only be
made online by going to http://
scholarships.egrant.org, creat-
ing an account and logging in.
Follow the instructions care-
fully and read the guidelines
for the “Community Financial
Margaret Dunning and

I5lfos
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Jan. 30th - Feb. 5

This year’stheme is
“Discover the Wonders of God”
which underscores the Christ-centered
foundation and academic excellence of

Catholic schools. Ourweek kicks off with a

Family Open House
Sunday,January 30 from 2-4 p.m.

Our NationalJunior Honor Society members will
offer group tours and our staffwill be on site to
answer any questions you may have about
St.Michael School. For more information please
check our website atwww .livoniastmichael.org
or call the school office at (734)421-7360.

J ading H untington
i LEARKING EEMTER T
1-800-CAN LEARN
PROVIDING EACH STUDENT THE
BEST EDUCATION POSSIBLE.
STUDY SKILLS
FREE ACADEMIC EVALUAT

IO N

WITH STUDENT ENROLLMENT NOW THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2011

*Retail value of $ 195. Offer expires 1/3//2011.

T OVPX

pre-k through 6

junior high

HELP YOUR CHILD REACH
THEIR FULL POTENTIAL!

i
Confident

Motivation. SeT-Esteew SUCCESS.

high school & college prep

H untington

LEARNING * ¢

ENTER'

44630 Ford Rd. - Canton, Mi
CALLTODAY (734) 446-5576

www.canton.huntingtonlearning.com

online at hometownlife.com

George Lawton Scholarships.”
Those who qualify can com-
plete just one application to be
considered for both scholar-
ships.

One ofthe eligibility
requirements is that the schol-
arship applicant must have
had an account at Community
Financial for at least six
months. An application,
transcripts and two letters
of recommendation must be
submitted online, and four
copies ofthis information
must be mailed to Community
Financial, attention: Debbie
Dunbar, 500 S. Harvey,
Plymouth, MI 48170 and
received by March 4.

Hoodies needed

The Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce Retail
Committee is working with
the Warm Hearts organization
to collect warm hoodies, in all
sizes, for those in need during
these cold winter months from
now until Jan. 31.

The committee is particu-
larly targeting the weekend of
the Ice Festival (Jan. 21-23).
New sweatshirts are preferred,
but gently worn (laundered)
ones will also be accepted.
Chamber officials will be
dropping off posters to all
downtown merchants and ask-
ing them to find a box or some
sort of container to collect the
donations that are dropped off
at the business.

Chamber officials will col-
lect them all the first week of
February and they will be dis-
tributed through area shelters

0 bse

and churches.

Warm Hearts is a501©
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to providing assistance
to those in need. For more
information, call the chamber,
(734) 453-1540.

Preschool art

Bring some color and fun
into the winter months with
a Preschool Art Class at the
Plymouth Community Arts
Council.

Instructor Lisa Howard will
explore a variety of art proj-
ects with 4- and 5-year-olds
in her Littlest Artist Studio.
Sessions run on Tuesday
mornings (starting Feb. 15)
for five weeks, the last week is
a special art show for friends
and family to attend.

For the younger preschooler,
PCAC offers *“You and Me
Together”a class designed
for toddlers and preschool-
ers (ages 2 /24) and a parent,
grandparent or caregiver.
Sessions begin Wednesday
morning, Feb. 16 and run for
five weeks. Cost for either
class is $80 per session ($65
for PCAC members.

Classes are open to all,
and are held at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council, 774
N. Sheldon Road (just south of
M-14), Plymouth, M1 48170.
You may register by phone
734-416-4278 or drop in dur-
ing normal business hours.

To find out more informa-
tion about these classes or
for information on all PCAC
programs please visit: www.
plymoutharts.com.
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Do you suffer from...
chronic neck pain, back pain, balance
problems or other neurological disorders?

Attend

a Free D

inner

W orkshop

at E.G. Nicks in downtown Plymouth Michigan

Tuesday, February 1, 2011 from 6-8 pm.

Door prizes from local merchants to be given away

« Chronic back pain
* Insomnia

+ Chronic neck pain
* RSD

+ Chronic sciatica/leg pain

* Tinnitus (ear ringing)
+ Spinal stenosis
+ Dystonia (tremors)

The workshop is presented by Dr. David Atiyeh.
Dr.Atiyeh isone of the country’s leading
experts on chronic pain, fibromyalgia and many
other debilitating disorders. He is pursuing a
post doctoral degree is neurology and neuro-
endocrinology. Let his 26 years of experience

and schooling help you.

Ifyou, a loved one or afriend sufferfrom
any ofthefollowing neurological
conditions our revolutionary breakthrough
Brain Based Therapy (BBT) could help:

1Failed back surgery

1Carpal tunnel syndrome
"Chronic shoulder/arm pain
1Early stage Alzheimer's
1Fibromyalgia

+ Stroke rehab

+ Balance disorders (Dizziness)
* Peripheral neuropathy

What ourpatients are saying:

INumbness/tingling
IMultiple Sclerosis
IMigraine/chronic headaches
1Chronic fatigue syndrome
Restless leg syndrome
ADD/ADIID
Dyslexia
1Thyroid disorders

“l came in with neck and back pain.. he also addressed the stomach
issues 1have had for years.. In 3 weeks my stomach, neck and back issues
are gone. Dr.Atiyeh is the most caring doctor 1have ever met. | am so

grateful I made that first appointment.”

C.A. ofPlymouth, Mi.

“l started having pain and numbness in my right leg... | went to an
Orthopedic surgeon who prescribed Physical Therapy with no relief after
15 visits. 1 had 3 sessions of pain shots with no relief. After 6-8 visits | felt
90% better. | have no pain or numbness now.” MMW. ofLivonia, Mi.

“1had dizziness and felt off balance. 1had a total of 3 visits with
adjustments and FSM (frequency specific micro current). After the second

visit 1was doing great

no medicine, no tests...” LT. of Canton, Mi.

Dr.Atiyeh will be discussing the latest non-surgical, non drug technology
and treatment modalities for all of these neurological conditions

Seating is strictly limited to 35 people
Call now to reserve your space!

734-455-2145
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Arts council

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The success of alocal folk
music program has prompted
the Plymouth Community Arts
Council to launch a series of
concerts in its low-key, neigh-
borhood setting.

The Plymouth-based PCAC
will debut the Saturday Night
Music Series at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 5, with the All
Directions Band, ajazz and
rhythm-and-blues ensemble
with Detroit-area roots dat-
ing back more than 30 years.
Guest performers will include
Ralph McKee on steel guitar
and African carimba and the
duo Red Sky at Nite.

“We've kind of an interest-
ing group, kind of an eclectic
group of musicians,” said Mike
Ager of Canton Township,
who plays keyboards with All
Directions and is one of its
original members.

Ager is also a PCAC board
member. He said the arts
group wants to give musicians
alocal space in which to stage
concerts. The PCAC audito-
rium has a seating capacity of
110.

“It’s a great venue for small
concerts,” Ager said. “It’s kind
ofan intimate setting for an
audience, a good way for musi-
cians out in the community to
build new audiences.”

The concerts will be held
periodically at the PCAC on
a space-available basis, and
not necessarily limited to
Saturday nights, Ager said.
The PCAC is inviting musi-
cians in all genres, including
children’s music, a capella
singing, world music and
chamber music, or any combi-
nation, to its site.

A nominal set-up fee will be
charged for the auditorium,

debuts new Plymouth concert series

d j/

The Plymouth-based PCAC will debut the Saturday Night Music Series at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 5, with the All

Directions Band.

and performers can set a
cover charge and keep all door
receipts, said Deb Madonna,
PCAC board president.

“We're kind of open. We're
flexible. We’re experimenting,”
Ager said. “We’d like to hear
from as many musicians as
possible.”

Madonna said the venture
was inspired by the success
ofthe BaseLine Folk Society,
which adopted the PCAC as its
home in September 2009.

BaseLine, dedicated to the
performance of folk and tra-
ditional acoustic music, hosts
concerts atthe PCAC on the
third Saturday of each month,
September through May; the
shows include an open-micro-
phone segment.

“We hope to kind of rep-
licate” BaseLine’ success,
Madonna said. “Through their
efforts, they kind ofbrought a

d it& C

lot of people in.”

Madonna said the PCAC
board is open to making
changes as the concert series
moves along, in order to keep
it sustainable. In difficult
economic times, she said, it’s
something that could benefit
both the arts council and local
musicians.

“We're always willing to
tweak things to make it user-
friendly, plus supportive ofthe
PCAC,” she said.

The PCAC's Joanne Winkleman Hulce
Center for the Arts is at 744 North
Sheldon, at Junction, south of M-14,
Plymouth. The cover charge for the
Feb. 5 All Directions concert will be
$5. Musicians interested in perform-
ing in the new series should call the
PCAC at (734) 416-4278, or send an e-
mail to tamara@plymoutharts.com.

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405
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Injured in blast, store

owner still hospitalized

~i0/7,5

BY MATTJACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

remains under investigation.

Passersby dug Franks out of
the rubblejust after the explo-
sion, and firefighters from
Wayne and other communi-
ties launched a massive rescue
effort to free those feared
trapped under debris. The
bodies of Zell and Machniak
were recovered that night.

Franks is described as a
hardworking business owner
who is deeply involved in the
community, and as a good
Plymouth Township neigh-
bor who keeps his house and
yard in top shape.

Neighbor Daniel Davis
said he’s spoken to Franks’
daughter, Stephanie, but
knows little of his condition.

“We’re keeping our fin-
gers crossed,” Davis said.

The Plymouth Township
man injured in a December
explosion in the city of
Wayne remains in the
University of Michigan
Hospital, where he was in
good condition Friday, a
spokeswoman said.

Paul W. Franks was air-
lifted to the U-M Hospital’s
burn center on Dec. 29, after
ablast destroyed the William
C. Franks Furniture store in
downtown Wayne at about 9
a.m. Franks is the owner of
the store; two store employ-
ees, James Zell and Leslie
Machniak, were killed.

The explosion, thought to be
caused by a natural gas leak,

AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME-LIKE SETTING FOR
ACTIVE/ALERT, FRAIL/RECOVERING,
MEMORY IMPAIRED AND ALZHEIMER'S RESIDENTS.

* Planned Activities

« Beauty & Barber Shop

* On Call Nurse Practitioner
¢ Medication Management

¢ 24 Hour Professional Staffing

* Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
* 3Home Cooked Meals A Day

« Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

» Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard * Incontinence Management

CANTON =« (734) 453-3203
Located at 8121 Lilley between Joy & Warren Roads
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J.D. Power and Associates
has ranked us:

“Highest Customer
Satisfaction with Retail
Banking in the North
Central Region™*

And get $1OO when you open a

Flagstar S.M.A.R.T. checking account;

flagstar.com (800) 642-0039 Member FDIC

FIS tQ S tS tI*
f/le new waye fn bankjng

Patientlynn M ,
Before: 272 mr. 122

Free Educational
Seminars

Michigan Bariatric Institute
now has two locations

Wednesdays
St. Joseph Mercy Oakland
Franco Auditorium
6-7:30 p.m.
January 19 « February 16

Offering laparoscopic weight
loss surgery, resulting in;

e Minimal Pain « Quicker Recovery
Shorter Hospitalization ¢ Less Scarring
* Lose on average 70% of excess
body weight in the first year

Thursdays
St. Mary Mercy Uvonia
Hospital Auditorium
6-7:30 p.m.

St. Mary Mercy Livonia
January 6 ¢ February 3

Mearian Professional Building
14555 Levan Road, Suite 311

*Flagstar Bank received the highest numerical score among retail banks in the North Central region in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates
2010 Retail Banking Satisfaction Study®4 Study based on 47,673 total responses measuring 19 providers in the North Central region (IN, KY, M,
OH, WV) and measures opinions of consumers with their primary banking provider. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and
perceptions of consumers surveyed in January 2010. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. **Not available for businesses or public
units. 1.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/13/2010 and is guaranteed for four months after account opening. Available only
on new Smart Savings accounts opened in conjunction with this offer. Funds may not currently be on deposit with Flagstar Bank. Customer must
maintain a primary checking relationship at Flagstar Bank. Conditions and restrictions apply. -[Customer must open and maintain a new primary
checking relationship at Flagstar Bank with a $50 minimum balance to receive the $100 bonus. $100 bonus will be deposited into the account
within 30 days of meeting primary checking relationship requirements. Flagstar will issue a 1099 for the $100 bonus. Conditions and restrictions
apply. Offer subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Industry leading rates based on bankrate.com, dated 10/13/2010.

Uvonia, M 48154

St. Joseph Mercy Oakland
Medical Office Building
44655 \Woodward Awe,, Suite 305
Pontiac, M 48341

To register for a seminar, call
1.877.Why.Weight
(877.949.9344)

REMARKABLE ME REMARKABLE CARE.

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com
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Legos put

BY BRAD KAORICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Alex Bartos, an 11-year-old
fifth-grader from Plymouth,
had a simple reason for staying
after school one afternoon a
week for four weeks at Farrand
Elementary Schools.

“I love Legos,”he said.

That’s why Alex and nearly
two dozen other Farrand
students, were taking partin
after-school Collision Cars
engineering program. The
class, being headed up by pre-
school teacher Jill Cannon, is
teaching elementary school
students a variety of engi-
neering concepts through the
building of Lego cars.

The Kkids are creatively
building and modifying their
vehicles, including everyday
cars, concept cars and con-
struction machines using Lego
kits through a program called
All About Learning.

And, while elementary stu-
dents are learning the engi-
neering concepts, the college
students doing the teaching
—like Cannon —are getting
experience as science teachers.

“In the first part of the class,
the kids learn what works
and what doesnt work,” said
Cannon, who is working on
her bachelors degree in ele-
mentary education at Eastern
Michigan University. “Then
they get to put it all together in
the final ‘battle.”

That final battle will occur
next week, in the final week of
the class, when kids “battle”
their collision cars in a make-
shift ring set up in the hallway.
TheyVe spent the first three
weeks ofthe program pitting
their machines against each
other in preparation for the
one final mega-battle.

turn to the experts
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Farrand kids in the driver's seat

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Blake Donoher and Taictii Aso build their winch hot.

The bot battles are on for Blake Donoher, Jacob Kastner, Cody Bartos,

Michael Caruso and Lorenzo Bucciarelli.

Annual Furnace
Maintenance
Checklist:

e Inspect Thermostat
e Check Vent Pipe and Ducts
e Check Control Voltage

e Check Air Filters « Check Air Flow

e Check Elements and Wires
e Check and Clean Burners « Check Safety Switches
e Check Furnace Operations « Check Heat Exchanger
e Check For Carbon Monoxide Leaks... AND MORE!

EXPERT?!

CALL 734-459-3971

SERVICE REPAIR
with PAID
DIAGNOSTIC FEE

Cannot be combined
with any other offer

®

CALL 734-459-3971

|7 F

SIGNATURE
SERVICE PLAN

Call for details

7320 Haggerty Rd. « Canton

134-459-3971

wWww.expertheatcool.com

“We’re making Legos battle
cars and then we’re going to
battle to see who wins,” Alex
Bartos said. “You dont expect
to win all the time. It happens
ifyou’re lucky enough.”

Farrand Principal Dana
Jones said the program was
put together last year primar-
ily to give the schools male
students an after-school extra-
curricular activity. The girls,
she said, already had the pop-
ular running program, “Girls
on the Run.”

Other schools offer simi-
lar programs for boys, such
as robotics, but Jones said
Farrand settled on this one as
the way to go.

“It5 not exclusively for
boys, but it gives boys in our
school an after-school activ-
ity,” Jones said. “The conver-
sations they’re having (after
school) connect with what
they’re learning in the class-
room. They’re very engaged,
and when you see that level
ofengagement, thats a great
thing.”

While Cannon monitors the
third- through sixth-graders,
college student Sarah Baldwin
is helping the K-2 students
build vehicles of their own.
The younger kids dont get
involved in the “battling.”

“This one is all vehicles,”
Baldwin said. “We're build-
ing every-day vehicles, old-
time cars. They’ll drive them
around, then figure out if they
want to modify it.”

Second-grader Thedories
Brooks of Plymouth appar-
ently digs the historic nature
ofthe cars they’re building.

“Old people, before we were
born, made these cars,”the 7-
year-old Thedories said. ‘“And
they were cool.”

bkadrich@ometownlife.com |(313) 222-8899
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Contact Editor, Larry Ruehlen

Voice Mail: (313) 222-8730

E-mail: Iruehlen@hometownlife.com

Comment online at hometownlife.com

WSDP record show good

place for old memories

ne of the first albums
I bought as a kid was
Actually it was

ht it back in 1982.
tly heard ‘Africa”
na”on the radio. |

travel across the
country for that
special show.
Some ofthem
make aliving
from shows and
selling items

on the internet
and othersjust
do it as a hobby.

#d had to relive my teen One of my favorite dealers

years by picking it up.

I love used record stores. |
love the chance to sift through
stacks and stacks of CD’s and
vinyl in search of that one spe-
cial album. | especially enjoy
the chance to check out record
shows. Imagine a used record
store on steroids and you’ll

have a picture of a record show.

Some of the most fun are the
conversations you get into with
record dealers and fellow scav-
engers. “Is Toto a rock band?”
or “Which Van Halen is better,
Dave or Sammy?” The debates
can go on all day.

My love for the search and
these arguments were part of
the reasons | wanted to start
the 88.1FM Record/CD and
Music Memorabilia show. |
actually stole the idea from
WHFR in Dearborn. After
attending their show I knew |
wanted to create one for WSDP.

Our next record show is
Saturday, Feb. 26, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. atthe Salem High
School Cafeteria. The proceeds
from the show will benefit
WSDP, the student radio sta-
tion for the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools.

Many ofthe dealers are
veterans ofthe record show
circuit. They travel from city
to city purchasing tables and
selling their treasures. Some
will do multiple shows in one
weekend and the diehards will

ian

has crates and crates ofvinyl
from the 19805, another spe-
cializes in progressive rock, and
another sells ‘sweaty metal.”

I'm especially excited because
this years 88.1FM show will
feature several first-time deal-
ers. TheyVe decided to search
their personal collections and
part with some oftheir past
favorites. 1ve thought about
having my own table but | have
a hard time deciding what CD%
to part with.

Sure, | haven't listened to
that CD by the Alarm in years,
but you never know when I will
want to dig it out.

My wife would love to have
me thin out my collection. But
rather than less CD% she’ll
have to put up with me coming
home with more.

Youtoo canjoin our dedicated
dealers. No experience is required
and tables are only $30. You can
reserve one or multiple tables,
whatever meets your needs.

Ifyoute not ready to part with
your collection then make a point
to stop by on Feb. 26 and search
for that special gem. You'll see
me with the stack of CD% and
vinyl that I have to sneak into the
house. | know, I’ll tell her itwas
supporting agood cause.

Bill Keith is the 20-year veteran
general manager of 8.1, the student-
run radio station serving Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools.

Catholic School

29891 Joy Road, Westland 48185

www.stdamian.com

Open House

Sunday,January 30th - Noon-3pm

Come meetour teachers, parents and students!!

Strong Faith Formation
* Weekly school Mass
e Sacramental programs

e Daily prayer

« After school Religious

Education Program
Strong Academics

e Preschool, 3 & 4 year old,
half & full day programs

*« MNSAA accredited

« Certified and highly qualified

teachers
e Small class sizes

For more information:

Foot and Ankle Specialist

Dr. Needleman is an orthopaedic
surgeon specializing in foot

and ankle problems:

e Bunions

* Flat Feet Disorders

e Fractures

 Heel Pain

e Foot Reconstruction

Sports Medicine

Religion, Reading, Phonics,

English, Spelling, Math, Science,

Social Studies, Computers, Art,

Music, Spanish (K-8), Arts &

Crafts, Speech, Journalism,

Enrichment Activities, Physical
Education, CYO Sports and

Intramural Sports
1National Honor Society

1Student Council

1Livonia bus

1Licensed Latchkey
1Hot lunch program

Suite 700

134-427-1680

5958 N. Canton Center Rd.

Canton, MI 48187

734-254-9500

Dearborn Medical Park Building
18100 Oakwood Blvd.

Suite 300

Affiliated with

Dearborn, M| 48124

® 313-429-7977

Oakwood’

Accepting new patients « For more information go to: wsupgortho.com
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Battle-tested: Students get practical test in military history

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Matt Collingwood has
learned in the last few weeks
what it’s like to chase the
Taliban across the terrain and
into the caves of Afghanistan
in an effort to win individual
battles and, more importantly,
the war.

And he’ never left Ray
Schepansky’s military history
classroom at Plymouth High
School.

Collingwood, a 17-year-old
Salem High School senior,
is among the students in
Schepansky’ military his-
tory class who are taking
part in a simulated war as
a means of approaching the
final exam. Collingwood is
commanding the American
forces in Schepansky’ simu-
lation.

Collingwood said he’s get-
ting more out of the exercise
than battle experience.

“Its alot of strategy and
planning, but it’s not just
about that,” said Collingwood,
a Canton resident. “It’s about
wars in the past, and about
weapons used and about
leadership. It’s more than |
thought it would be when |
signed up for the class.”

It’s what students have
been signing on for the last
nine years, since Schepansky,
seeking a way to make history
come alive rather than using
the standard 10-page written
exam, started using the Simu-
lation.

Using maps and other
research items Schepansky
maintains, students get-
ting ready for the final
take about a week to plan
their strategy. Students are
given ranks, commands and
assignments —on both sides
of the battle —and spend
the week figuring out how to
win the war.

The battlefield is laid out
on a large tabletop, built to
scale using Air Force aerial
maps, information gleaned
from acquaintances who've
been there and other types
of research. There are caves

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Teacher Ray Schepansky uses a small mirror to determine if soldiers directed by Ben Burkman, Matt Collingwood,
Alex Watson and Adam Handley could fire on the enemy from their placement on the battlefield.

Rolling dice determines the success of a move in the battle. Here, soldiers

and tanks are airlifted near a skirmish.

and weapons, vehicles and
planes. Students use avariety
of mathematical equations —
and some rolls of the dice —to
determine the effectiveness of
their attacks.

Collingwood, who com-

mands the Americans, said
his “forces” spread out, with
four platoons trying to attack
from a variety of vantage
points.

“We learned all-out attacks
arent always the best way to

jazzemse.l\/l onday,January .

Burn up to 600 calories
in 60 minutes at Jazzercise!

Real results. Pure fun.

Call. Click. Come in

per month for your

first 3 months

withjoining fee &registration

Valid only on January 24, 2011 at participating locations for

new customers orthose who have notattended Jazzercise In the

last 6 months. Regular joining fee and auto-payment registration

required. Other restrictions may apply

jazzercise.com ¢ (BO)FIT-ISIT

A Senior Community
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i SENIOR RESIDE
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to Beauty and Barber Salon

H j€ommunity Gathering Areas

Sundry Shop

Complementary Laundry Rooms

S ST *FANO A

W eekly Housekeeping
W eekly Flat Linen Service
Scheduled Local Transportation

24 Hour Emergency Responsive System

Innovative and Creative

g —

Activities Program

Personal Laundry

*Somce services available for nominal fee

734-451-1155
FOR A TOUR

37501 Joy Road
Just West ol Newburgh

W estland, MI 48185

www.ashfordcourtwestland.com

go,”he said. “Direct attacks
arent always the best option.
You can get surrounded by the
enemy. We’'re trying not to let
that happen.”

The simulation has give 18-
year-old Salem High School
senior Luke Johnson, who is
leading the Taliban forces, an
inkling not only what it must
be like for the Taliban try-
ing to out-wit their American
counterparts, but also for how
difficult the mission is for the
Americans.

“It% easy to stay hidden,
out of sight,”Johnson said.
“(Americans) cant effectively
take us out. It abit more
complex than it looks.”

On the other hand, Johnson
said with a smile, there are
aspects of leading the enemy
forces that make it alittle
easier.

Alexis Calcaterra logs moves for the battle.

“They have an assigned
mission, and our mission is to
stop them from accomplishing
their mission,” he said. ‘We
dont have as many rules as
(the Americans) do. Whatever
we think will work, we go
with.”

Schepansky said he prefers
this strategic method of test-
ing to the more traditional
written approach. The stu-
dents, he said, have taken to it,

Open 7 Days A Week!

M on.-Thurs.
Fri.-Sat.
Sun.

Ilam-10p

Noon-9pm

« HibAcC

Full Service
Cocktail Lounge

Happy Hour

Drink Specials

Mon, - Sat.

$2.00 off
Bottled Beer
& Mixed Drinks

Appetizers

any carry outorder of $25 or more. any carry out order of $60 or more. |

Offer valid all day. Offer not valid with
any other offer or on holiday. Expires 2-28-11.
Ichiban Steakhouse » 734-414-1833
43750 Ford Rd « Canton, Ml

as well.

“TheyVe gone through the
process of creating a military
plan, and now we’re test-
ing the validity of that plan,”
Schepansky said. “We'e been
talking about military history
and leadership all year long.
Rather than just testing them
on it, we decided to putitto a
practical test.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313)222-8899
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SNYDER
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Reaume said he also liked
the focus on job creation and
Snyder’s urging of an expanded
role for the states Michigan
Economic Development Corp.
Tax incentives from the MEDC
helped the township attract a
Chinese carmaker, Changan
Automobile, which opened
aresearch and development
center on Halyard on Tuesday.
Changan plans to hire more
than 200 people.

“If people have jobs, you’ll
have less crime, you’ll have
fewer foreclosures,” Reaume
said. “People will be able to
sustain themselves.”

Snyder also spoke of reorga-
nizing government, from the
local level up, in order to cut
costs. Said Reaume, who has
won concessions from many
employee groups and is fac-
ing a dramatic loss of revenue
in the Plymouth Community
Fire Department: “WeVe been
there.”

So has Plymouth Mayor Dan
Dwyer.

Dwyer, the administrator of
the Washtenaw County Trial
Court, was at a Wayne County
Board of Commissioners meet-
ing Wednesday evening and
missed half of Snyder’ speech.
Officials there need to cut $20
million from their budget,

Cane Saeriic] iy ay 2711

Dwyer said, and after previous
cuts, it isnt getting any easier.

“WeVve cut $1.3 million out
of my $10 million budget in
the past two years, and I'm
sure the county board is going
to look for more cuts,” he said.

Dwyer called the part of the
speech he heard “fluff.”

“I've heard enough ofthat
over the last eight years,”
he said. “l don need to be
inspired. | need to see new
government.”

In Plymouth, Dwyer is try-
ing to find savings in the way
police, firefighting and emer-
gency medical services are
delivered. The city’s is with-
drawing from the PCFD after
this year and is trying to come
up with a new way to deliver
firefighting and emergency
medical services.

Dwyer added that he wasn't
complaining. “l think we just
accept the challenge and move
on,” he said. '

Heise, however, said he was
uplifted by Snyder’ speech,
and that he thinks the public
should take its positive mes-
sage to heart.

The states prolonged eco-
nomic slump has “taken a toll
on our psyches,”he said, and
Snyder provided an antidote.

“l think a lot of people are
investing their hopes and
dreams in him,”he said.

mjachmen@onetoariifecom) (313 2222406
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Freshman Sen. Patrick Colbeck (right), R-Canton, co-sponsored the first Senate bill of the session, a measure to

repeal the Michigan Business Tax.

Colbeck co-sponsors MBT repeal

The state Senate’ first bill of
the new session had a Canton
flavor to it. .

The bill (SB 1), designed
to eliminate the Michigan
Business Tax, was co-spon-
sored by Sen. Pat Colbeck,
R-Canton. The bill has been
referred to the Senate Finance
Committee.

“The Senate has demon-
strated its commitment to
moving forward with policies
that will promote job creation
and drawjob providers to the
state by introducing as its
first bill the elimination ofthe
MBT,”said Colbeck, whose 7th
District represents Plymouth
and Canton. “The money freed
up by the elimination ofthe
MBT will allow job providers
to hire more workers. This
tax has proved to be a major

S

%

age o

obstacle to job growth and
economic development and its
elimination will be the start
of a new, welcoming business
environment in Michigan.”

Gov. Rick Snyder called
for repeal ofthe MBT in his
first State ofthe State speech
Wednesday. He said he’d
replace it with a 6-percent cor-
porate business tax.

The MBT was originally
designed as a replacement
for the Single Business Tax.
Republicans have said the
MBT “proved to be too com-
plicated and burdensome for
businesses”and has remained
an obstacle in drawing new
businesses to the state.
Elimination of the MBT, they
say, will be the first step in
redefining Michigan’s business
environment and enabling
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Seating is

businesses to create new jobs.
Colbeck sees the bill as an
opportunity not only to lower
the costs on job providers but
to restructure state govern-
ment spending and bring it
in line with revenues. SB 1
highlights the need to reevalu-
ate how revenue is collected
by the state. In addition to
that, Colbeck wants to see a
renewed focus on how govern-
ment is spending that revenue.
“This legislation is the first
step in defining a new way to
operate and finance our state’s
budget,” he said. “We can reign
in state spending by evaluating
the services that government
provides and determining
areas where we are truly get-
ting value for our dollars and
areas where we can make
improvements.”

Professional and caring staff

Chauffeured transportation

«Exciting planned activities

and local excursions

e Home health care services

lim

R SVP

available on-site

ite d please

byJanuary 2 3.

14707 Northville Road

Plymouth, M I

48170

(734) 453-2600

« A Senior Village Managed Community
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Roy Williams, sales manager
at Avis Ford in Southfield,
shares that optimism.

“It helps to have a strong
product, and right now the
cars and trucks at Ford speak
for themselves,” Williams said.
“It gives us an edge. This week
and throughout the rest of the
month, | expect to see a really
big push in sales.”

Jim Bechtell, sales manager
of Somerset Buick GMC in
Troy, said the newly remod-
eled Buick Regal is selling fast
in his showroom. He also
looking forward to the all-new
Buick Verano luxury compact
that’ expected to arrived in
the fall.

“ljust came back from a
dealer meeting at the auto
show and the excitement down
there is amazing,” Bechtell said
Tuesday. “It’s packed elbow-to-
elbow and you can just feel the
electricity in the air.”

Bob Faust, general sales
manager at Jack Demmer
Ford in Wayne, said the ripple
effects from the auto show are
already being felt in the show-
room.

“We’'re already seeing the
surge,” he said Tuesday. “We
sold 20 new cars yesterday,
which is great. Sales have been
strong since Friday.”

Faust attributes the surge to
extra exposure from the auto
show, plus the new incentives
offered by Ford.

While Ford is pushing its
new leasing incentives, GM
is offering a $500 post-auto
show rebate on all its cars and
trucks, with the exception of
the Terrain.

“The trend we see in January
is we get people coming in to
do some initial information
gathering for the first part of
the month, but they want to
get to the auto show and see
what is out there and what else
is available to reinforce their
decision,”said James Schram,
sales manager of Gordon
Chevrolet in Garden City.

CANTON CINEMA

Kok&lidasQlire
734-844-3456
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DETROIT’S BEST
M OVIE DEAL

ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL STADIUM SEATING

4 .50 to$5 .25

A L L S E A T S

D

FOMIMSY2L-1/27  ©Nopesss
TIMESAND TIVESSUBECT TOCHANGE

METROPOLITAN OPERA
LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST
ENCORE WED. 1/26 6:30 PM

ONO STRINGS ATTACHED (R)

11:40, 2:15, 4:40, 7:05, 9:30
FRISATLS 11:50

©THE DILEMMA (PG-13)

11:10, 1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20
FRISATLS 11:45

BLACK SWAN (R)

11:50, 2:25, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40

FRI/SAT LS 12:00

SEASON OF THE WITCH (PG-13)
7:00,9:15 FRISAT LS 11:40

LITTLE FOCKERS (PG-13)
FRI-TUE/TH 12:00, 2:35, 5:00, 7:30, 9:45
FRI/SAT LS 12:00 WED 12:00, 2:35
TRUE GRIT (PG-13)

11:20,2:10,4:45, 7:15, 9:35
FRISATLS 11:55

PO MERDICET

11:00, 1:45, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55

30 THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE
VOYAGE OF THE DAWN TREADER (PG)

11:00,1:30,4:10

NEW
Therapy for

Bladder Control

Millions of Americans suffer from
bladder control problerrs. They are
extrermely common anong
WOITEN.

InterStim

Several Treatrrent Options:

- Bliminate all caffeine and restrict
the amount of fluid intake

- Pelvic muscle exercises

-Medication

- Catheter

NEW InterStimTherapy uses a

small device inplanted under the

skin near the taubore. Ithelps

restore urinary control by sending

electrical stimulation to the nerves

that control bladder function.

InterStim helps those suffering

with Overactive bladcer,

Interstitial Cystitis or

IC(painintte

bladder) and Urinary

retention,

-

ispri
life-cnanging for
meny patients.
areabi??o regalmir
independence and

enjoy activities
mﬁ% give Lp otl{gy
totheir urinary
control problerrs.
Fornore
informretion or
toschedule an
Intment,
call our office
tocky.

John F. Harb, M D
Marian Professional Bids
14555 Levan ¢ Suite 308
Livonia

734.462.5858
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EMU taps Canton woman for MLK Humanitarian Award

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Elizabeth Johnson looks at
Molly Funk and sees someone
who will someday be “an inter-
national leader and humani-
tarian for children in peril.”

She describes the Canton
resident as “a highly ethical
and zealous servant leader
who nourishes the souls
of every child, parent and
staff member”at Hamilton
Elementary School in
Westland, where Funk is the
principal.

“She creates an exemplary
learning environment by edu-
cating the whole child in con-
cert with their many, seem-
ingly insurmountable, chal-
lenges,” said Johnson, a pro-
fessor of teacher education at
Eastern Michigan University.
“l have, in my 38 years as an
educator, never seen ayoung
principal whose work trans-
forms, restores and provides a
life plan well beyond ‘hope.™

Funk, 33, was among six
honorees recognized for exem-
plifying the spirit and values of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at
EMUS5 25th annual President’s
Luncheon Jan. YJ. Nominated
by Johnson, Funk received
the university’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Student
Humanitarian Award.

“It was such asurprise, it
was so cool,”said Funk, who
is a doctoral studentin EMU?%
educational leadership pro-
gram. “l didn't know she nom-
inated me until after the fact.”

The purpose of the award is
to recognize an EMU student
who has demonstrated a com-

Hamilton Elementary Principal Molly Funk shows off the 2011 Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award she received

from Eastern Michigan University.

mitment to promoting respect
and improving the quality of
life of all people consistent
with the ideas of King and
demonstrated service to EMU
and/or the southeast Michigan
community.

*HUVBLED, HONCRED

In accepting the award,
Funk said she was “humbled
and honored to be recognized
for continuing the legacy that
Dr. King left.”

‘1, too, have a dream. That
my four little children say | not
only had a hope for making
a difference, but that | had a
plan,”she said.

Funk has been with the
Wayne-Westland Community

C ath

Teaching Minds.

Schools since 1999- She was a
first-grade teacher, Reading
Recovery Program teacher
and professional development
coach before being appointed
a principal at Vandenberg

Elementary in Wayne in 2004.

She also was principal of
Patchin Elementary for four
years until it closed last June.

Johnson said Funk’s com-
mitment to disenfranchised
children is exemplified in her
professional motto, “Hope is
not a plan.”

“She constantly creates
opportunities for students by
obtaining alternative resourc-
es and through intervention,”
Johnson said. “She is unde-
terred, first in meeting basic

olic Schoo

human needs for her students
and their families, and then in
creating mechanisms to find
resources to help them not
only survive, but thrive.”

“This phrase often means
that she is expecting others
and herselfto do the right
thing in the education ofall
students,” school social worker
Jennifer McCulloch wrote
in aletter supporting Funks
nomination. “This might mean
going above and beyond the
duties ofthe job to provide
food to families in need, find
transportation for a family to
anecessary medical appoint-
ment or just spend time during
the busy school day to sit and
talk to a distraught student.

ls

Reaching Hearts.
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“Molly certainly shows us all
how to ‘walk the walk’ by car-
ing for others and encouraging
others to do what is right for
kids,”she wrote.

HRMSSON

“Hope is not a plan”is only
one of many quotes that are
displayed on the walls of her
office, several of them from
King. The quotes give Funk “a
small vision of my mission.”

“They make it clear what the
perception is at that moment
in time,” she said. “Hope is not
aplan’is my passion. | want to
be avoice for the kids who cant
speak for themselves and who
live in poverty. With 15 million
people homeless last year, some-
one has to do something and
maybe that someone is me.”

Her concern for the less
fortunate dates backs to her

years at Plymouth Salem High

School, when she befriended
a mentally impaired student.
While classmates made fun
of him, she remembered to be
nice. She even pulled him off
the stage where he would go
and dance for the amusement
ofthe other students. She still
gets letters from him at her
parents’house.

That concern has spilled

C heese

i a m

S te a k

over into her family and pro-
fessional lives. Her children
are learning to care about the
less fortunate. At the grocery
store, if the family sees a per-
son in a motorized cart, they
offer to shop with them so
than can get the groceries that
are out of reach.

“l want my kids to see me go
the extra mile to make a differ-
ence,”said Funk, whose hus-
band, two of her four children
and her mother were with her
when she received the award.
‘At the end ofthe day, you
need to take care ofthe human
condition. Kids matter, family
matters, marginal kids matter.

Funk admits she lives for
service and stands up for every
child as ifthey are her own.
Without hope, there can't be
change, but there has to be a
plan for change to happen, she
said.

“That’s what makes Martin
Luther King different than the
others before him. He had a
plan,”she said. “Real change
cant happen ifyou sit by and
hope. What | do may not be
easy, but its not as hard as
what Martin Luther King did.
If he can do it, | can, too.”

7

smason@tiometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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Thousands mourn slain officer

'He died savingour way oflife’

BY KEN AGRAMCZYK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Thousands of mourners
lined the pews Friday at Our
Lady of Good Counsel Church
in Plymouth for the funeral of
Livonia Police Officer Larry
Nehasil.

Nehasil, 48, died Monday
after he was shot while pursu-
ing ahome invasion suspect.

Police officers and officials
from law enforcement agen-
cies from Michigan and across
the country gathered to pay
respects to Nehasil, a 20-year
veteran ofthe Livonia Police
Department.

The 100-car procession of
family members and Livonia
police officers drove from
the Harry J. Will Funeral
Home on Six Mile Road to
Farmington Road past police
headquarters.

Fire trucks from Livonia
and Farmington Hills flew a
giant American flag, which
spanned the northbound lanes
of Farmington Road. The
hearse stopped underneath the
flag for a few moments, while
Livonia and Farmington Hills
firefighters saluted.

Onlookers from build-
ings and businesses along
Farmington Road gathered to
pay their respects and watch
the procession go by.

Traffic was rerouted for the
procession with closures on
Six Mile Road, Farmington,
1-96 entrance and exit
ramps, Beck Road and North
Territorial Road.

During the eulogy, Police
Chief Robert Stevenson spoke
ofthe dedication of all police
officers that citizens may not
understand: the willingness to
die to protect the public.

“Larry didnt die arresting
a burglar, he died saving our
way oflife,” Stevenson said.
“He died serving our commu-
nity and he died for the chil-
dren walking the streets.”

A KIND AND LOVNG MAN
Sons Aaron and Adam

$2,113 cast) due at signing

9800 Belleville Rd.

The family of Officer Larry Nehasil leaves the church.

Donna McDowell and Mitzi Castelli are part of the crowd of Livonia Public

Schools employees standing in 10-degree temperatures to pay their respects

to the fallen officer.

Nehasil talked about the val-
ues their father taught them,
their love for their father and
how much they will miss their
father.

The Rev. William Tindall
spoke of Nehasil’s life, pulling
words from the Gospel read-
ing describing Jesus Christ.
“He (Jesus) is the truth, the
way and the life,” Tindall said.
Nehasil was “an example for
us.”

Tindall spoke of Nehasils
devotion to family. “This is a
family that really truly came
together, they have fun togeth-
er and they spend alot oftime

together,” Tindall said. “He
was a great husband, father
and akind and loving man.”

Nehasil was a social person
and very strong man, taking
pride in his appearance, yet
he also enjoyed cooking and
working in his garden, Tindall
said. “You know how much
your dad loves you and he was
so very proud ofyou,” Tindall
said to Adam and Aaron
Nehasil.

“You are fortunate to have
agood dad. He cared about
you and wanted to be a part
ofyour lives. He’ given you
atremendous legacy in what

$2,149 cash dag at signing

<m 5QithiyfiM oMbusiness

MCHB AN AE

« Belleville, M1 48111

734.697.9161

www.atchinsonford.net

Farmington officers enter the church.

Redford Township officers wait to
enter Our Lady of Good Counsel in
Plymouth Township for the funeral.

it means to be a man, to be a
husband and to be a dad.”

Tindall told them to hold
their father alive in their
hearts, whether they are play-
ing sports to the day when
they have children of their
own.

Nehasil was “always smiling,
always happy and always will-
ing to give of himself,” Tindall

THINKING ABOUT..

fUBNACEZf/YACT)

g FREE ESTIMATES

i (734)525-1930
Our 36th Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE

8919 MIDDLEBHEL T » LIVONIA
. VW Unitedtermperatureservices.com
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Officers filled the sanctuary of the church and the lower level gathering
space where a video screen showed the service.

said.

Tindall also spoke to the
hundreds of police officers,
expressing his sympathy and
condolences to the Livonia
Police Department. “l thank
you for what you have done,”
Tindall said. “And to all who

protect and serve, | thank you.

I thank you for sharing in this
ministry.”

Tindall ended his homily
by asking the family to trust
in Christ’ resurrection dur-
ing this time ofgreat pain and
SOrrow.

‘ACOPS CCP
During his eulogy,

Stevenson pointed at Nehasil’s
photograph and reiterated
what he had said earlier that
week about how Nehasil was
always smiling.

Stevenson thanked all of
the officers, police depart-
ments and law enforcement
agencies that offered sup-
port during the week and
who attended the funeral
home. Departments from
as far away as California
and Texas came into town
to pay respects, Stevenson
said. Officers were seen
from Toronto and Chicago,

Please see FUNERAL, A9
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along with numerous metro
Detroit and Michigan agen-
cies.

Stevenson said Nehasil was
a cop’s cop, aggressive and
highly motivated. “He wanted
to catch the bag guy, and
wanted to be the first one on
it,” he said.

Stevenson shared lighter
moments about Nehasil, too.
Nehasil had the nickname
of Waldo, because some
officers said he could not
be found when they needed
him, but Nehasil responded
to the needling that he was
already there ahead of them,
Stevenson said.

Stevenson remembered one
time that Nehasil threw stop
sticks in busy traffic on 1-96
and flattened the tires of a sus-
pect’s vehicle, but he also hap-
pened to flatten a scout car’s
tires in pursuit of the suspect, a
story which drew alaugh from
the crowd.

But Nehasil also got into
his vehicle and chased the
suspect, then pursued him
on foot after the suspect
pulled off the road because
of the flat tires. The suspect
pretended to pull a weapon,
which happened to be a cell
phone, with an intention to
commit suicide, Stevenson
said. Nehasil fired his weap-
on, wounded the suspect and
apprehended him.

“Larry showed a passion
in the intelligence bureau,”
Stevenson said. “He tracked
down and arrested the most
dangerous felons.”

Stevenson also offered con-
tinued help to the Nehasil
family.

Departments.
kabramcz@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2591

WHY BE CATHOLIC?

The exciting monthly series of personal stories and
testimonies continues with an outstanding roster
of new speakers, sure to bring rewarding
new insights to your own faith life.

Series Continues
Wednesday,
26th at 7 PM

Fr. ED FRIDE, well known pastor of
Ann Arbor’'s Christ the King Parish,
shares the compelling story of
his journey from protestant to
teen-age agnostic to Catholic priest.

Jan.

No charge, no reservations,
no pressure.
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swap meet and sale.
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Costick Activities Center
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Farmington Hills

Sponsored by the

MICHIGAN ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
For information, call Rob Murrell, (248) 399-2149
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Police officers from local departments along with others including Chicago and Toronto

gathered at Cur Lady of Good Council Church in Plymouth Township to honor Officer Larry

Nehasil.
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funeral of Livonia Police Officer Larry Nehasil.
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Q: Dear Rick: I just had a $100,000
Certificate of Deposit come due.
| am a conservative investor, so
| was just going to buy another
CD, but the rate is very low so |
decided not to do anything. What
should | do with the money? | am
in my early 50s with a decent job.
| plan to retire in about 15 years.
| am conservative and don't like
volatile investments. The money
from the CD is the money | have
saved for retirement. Any ideas?
A: The first issue to explore
is risk. You are a conserva-
tive investor and that is why
you like investing in CDs.
However, in your situation,
CDs are not conservative.
My reasoning has nothing to
do with where interest rates
are today, hut rather, where
interest rates are historically.
For short-term needs, CDs
are avery good investment.
However, they dont keep up
when you look long term.
When looking at risk, most

OPEN 7 DAYS!
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people only
consider princi-
pal fluctuation.
I suggest that a
risk too many
investors forget
about, and one
that isjust as
important as
principal risk,
is the risk of not
keeping up with
the increased

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

cost ofliving.

In regards to your $100,000
CD, the key is to make it grow
in real dollar terms. After all,
we know $100,000 today is
not worth $100,000 five years
from now. Therefore, in estab-
lishing a portfolio, the key is to
factor in avariety of risks such
as purchasing power risk, and
risk of principal.

There are anumber of differ-
ent investment options. The first
is to set up a conservative growth
portfolio. My recommendation is

HOURS: MON-FRI 9:00-7 PM

SAT 9:00-5 PM SUN 12-4 PM
*Newer State of the Art Facilitye
*€?A -Q U ALITY CARE #
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
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rooming - -
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Getyour petvaccinated with
Vaccination Packages
Starting at $29.00 (No officelee)
Discounts
Available

Free Office Visit
N T =ik it e

Dental Promo
14 9_

A

11655 Farmington Rd. (JustN. of Plymouth Ril.) Livonia

734 .42a.PETS

(7387)

www.aqualitycarevet.com E

up

aiiom wood

Assessing risk, diversifying
portfolio keys to investing

to initially allocate 55-60 percent
in equities, the restin bonds.

The 55-60 percentin equities
does not get invested in one fund
or one investment, hut rather is
spread out into a variety ofdif-
ferentinvestmentvehicles. At the
same time, the remaining 40-45
percent ofthe portfolio would be
invested in fixed-income invest-
ments such as U.S. Treasuries
and investment-grade corporate
bonds.

Ifyou have a portfolio that
is investing in equities, there
will be principal fluctuations.
Stock funds go up and down.
However, dont look day to day,
or even year to year —focus on
15 years down the road. | have
no doubt that equities will be
higher in the future.

In addition, the only way to
have a rising income through-
out your lifetime is to have a
portion of the portfolio invest-
ed in stocks.

I dont have the spaceto list all

the funds | would use. However,
there are probably 10-15 differ-
ent funds and, of course, they
would all be commission-free.
In making your decision,
keep in mind thatthe goal in
saving for retirement is to make
sure that the purchasing power
ofyour money grows into the
future. When you factor taxes
and increased costs ofliving into
the mix, the very low rates of
return you receive at abankjust
dont make it. Purchasing power
risk is important to consider.
Investors that play it too close to
the vest, particularly long-term
investors who fail to take pur-
chasing power risk into consider-
ation, generally get burned.
Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.

Livonia mother missing since Christmas

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
CORRESPONDENT

The location ofa Livoniamoth-
er ofthree remains amystery.
GinaMarie Jasmund disap-
peared Dec. 23, afterleavinganote
saying shewould be gone overnight
and return Christmas Eve.
Jasmund has had no contact
with her children since then.
The family waited to file a
missing person’ report with
Livonia Police because the 42-
year-old woman has ahistory
of substance abuse. She has
been sober since April 2010.
“We think she’ being held
against her will,”said Colleen
Collins-Reyes, Jasmunds sister.
Collins-Reyes and Jasmund’s
children have put out 1,500
fliers in addition to making
a plea for her safe return on

Facebook. They
have reason to
believe she is
with Michael
Flanagan, her
ex-boyfriend
from Pinckney.

Jasmund is
This photowas 5 feet, 4 inches
of Gna Marie tall with dark
Jasmund taken  brown hair,
about two olive skin and

months ago. brown eyes, and
weighs approxi-
mately 110 pounds. Her children,
Jessica, 21, Danielle, 19, and
Zachary, 17, are devastated by the
disappearance oftheir mother.
Anyone with information on
the whereabouts of Gina Marie
Jasmund or Michael Flanagan
is asked to contact Livonia
Police or the Detroit Police

Department’s Eighth Precinct.

online at hometownlife.com

BeckRidge Chorale music director Mke Gross conducts a rehearsal.

Choirs conducting

open

The BeckRidge Chorale and
Cherry Hill Singers are look-
ing for new voices, and theyVve
announced open rehearsals in
an attempt to find them.

“We want to give people
an opportunity to experience
either Cherry Hill Singers
or BeckRidge Chorale with-
out making acommitment,”
said Michael Gross, Artistic
Director ofboth choirs.
“Cherry Hill Singers is a
non-auditioned choir. We
welcome everyone looking for
an opportunity to develop or
brush up his or her vocal skills.
The BeckRidge Chorale is an
auditioned choir and exists for
more experienced singers.”

Cherry Hill Singers will
hold their Open Rehearsal
on Monday, Jan. 24, at 7:30
p.m. at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill in Canton. The
theatre is located at 50400
Cherry Hill.

The BeckRidge Chorale
Open Rehearsal is scheduled
for Tuesday, Jan. 25, at 7:30
p.m. at First United Methodist
Church, 45201 North
Territorial Road in Plymouth.

auditions

“Our rehearsals run two
hours and while we work hard,
we also have a great deal of
fun,” Gross said. “We thought
January would be the perfect
month. Most ofus are starting
to get cabin fever and singing
helps get us through to spring.
Obviously, we hope people will
enjoy the experience and want
tojoin us in making some
great music.”

Cherry Hill Singers will
present “Summer Fun”on
April 29 at the Village Theater
in Canton. The BeckRidge
Chorale is preparing for an
“Evening with Composer/
Arranger and Pianist Mark
Hayes” at Northville High
School May 14-15. Mark Hayes
is a Dove Award-winning
composer and is known world-
wide for his incredible talents.
Hayes will lead the BeckRidge
Chorale in his own arrange-
ments and original composi-
tions.

More information about
both organizations can be
found at www.beckridgecho-
rale.org or by calling (888)
459-4887.
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hether you and your loved ones are looking for Independent Living or
Assisted Living, Waltonwood at Carriage Park can meet all your needs —
even changing ones! We encourage residents to live as independently as
they can, while providing services and amenities to make days comfortable

and carefree.

» Spacious apartment floor plans w/storage —balcony and

walkout patios available on some units
» Housekeeping < laundry services
» Homemade meals, activities and scheduled transportation
» Personal care services and caregivers on-site 24-hours a day*’
e Conveniently located near shopping and medical offices

e Gas, water, electric” and heat included

Call and schedule a
personal tour today!

(734) 237-6380
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Carriage Park

ASingh Senior Living Community

2250 Canton Center Roed
Canton

WL SINGHSeniorLiving.com
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Senior Officer

Larry Nehasil
killed inthe lire of duty
January 17,2011

The staff of the Observer Newspapers extends

to Officer Nehasii's family and his extended police
family at the Livonia Police Department,
e Observer salutes the men and women who serve on our
cal police, fire and public safety departments and who risk

#me

—Jr lives daily in service to ourcoi u les.

111

vsihank you for your service.

Livonia Police Department Plymouth Police Department

Livonia Firt Department Plymouth Conmrunity Hre Department
Canton Police Department Redford Police Department

Canton Hre Department Redford Fre Department

Farmington Hills Police Department Weéstland Police Department
Farmington Hills FHre Department W\éstland Fire Department

Farmington Public Safety Wayre County Sheriff's Department
Garden City Police Department Cekland County Sheriff's Department
Garden dity Fre Department
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A - Medicare-approved prescription drug plan with a

H U M A N A

Walmart Preferred 11

$14.80 monthly plan prem ium

e In-store copays at Walmart/Neighborhood Markets/Sam's Club

pharmacies as low as $2

The New Humana® W alm art-Preferred Rx Plan (PDP).

Visit walmart.com/rxplan for a link to enroll or call Humana at 1-800-817-1814. Ifyou use aTTY, call 711,

8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week.

A stand-alone prescription drugplan with a Medicare contract. Other pharmacies are available in the Humana network. You must

continue to pay your Medicare Part Bpremiums.The benefit information provided herein isa briefsummary, not acomprehensive
description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan.
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Save money. Live better, I

Walmart

Save money. Live better.

H Rollb ack

|  * jos

# was 2.48

Ritz Crackers
e 1 Ib. box

Everyday

Lo w Price

Great Value
Soak Proof
Foam Plates

e 150 quantity pkg.

Rollb ack

O 9«

was 1.18 each

Haas Avocados

Walmakt 2.C

Check
Cashing

Payroll and government
Certain check amount limits apply.
Not available in N|. NY. or Rl

r t

45555 Michigan Ave.
Canton, MI

734-985-9413

Everyday

Lo w Price

Huge Variety

of Party Trays

» Order yours today inour deli
orcall 7349859413

m H Rollb ack A Rollback
Attt
50
*9 ‘g
0
was 2.98 was 6.98
DoritoS Doritos

Pepsi, Diet and
M ountain Dew
Spicy Sweet Chili * 24 pk. cans

e Cool Ranch, Nacho Cheese,

« 12 o0z. pkg.

| Rollback Rollback

r 4 $5 37 $ 350
was 9.00 was 2.78
Sparkle with Thirst Pockets Lays Potato Chips
Paper Towels + Classic, Wavy,
» 8 roll package Lightly Salted, BBQ

« 105 oz. bag

Rollback ( Rollback
_ $24oo
= 27
I was 31.96
was 1.44 Ib. Hamilton Beach

Stay or Go
Tomatoes

6 Qt. Slow Cooker

Waimart Prescriptions
Pharmacy
30-day 90-day
supply supply
$ 4 $ 1 0

W& accept mest mejor insurance plars including Vedicare and Medicaid.
Restrictions apply. See walmart.com or youf Walmart pharmacist tor details. Go to
walmart.com/pharmacy to see if your medicine is on our list of available S4 & SI0 genenc prescriptions.
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Chiefs' 'D' stymies Chargers

BYBRADEMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Step aside Sherwin-Williams and
Benjamin Moore, the Canton girls
basketball team knows athing or two
about paint, too.

The Chiefs certainly provided the
primer in Friday nights KLAA South
Division showdown against host
Westland John Glenn as they made
layup after layup en route to a con-
vincing 52-34 triumph.

Senior forward Kari Schmitt was
the main recipient as she scored 14
ofher game-high 20 points in the
opening halfas Canton built a 34-15
advantage.

The Chiefs smothering defense also
held Glenn vaunted transfer tandem
of 6-foot Erica Covile and 6-1 Joslyn
Massey to a combined six points.

Only freshman point-guard Kaira
Barnes was able to score with any
regularity for the Rockets’ as she
scored 19 of her team’ 34 points.

“We wanted to attack their pres-
sure,” said Canton coach Brian
Samulski, whose team improved to
9-2 overall and 5-0 in the KLAA
South. “We didnt want have them to
dictate the way the game was going
to be played. We knew they were
going to come out and get after us, so
we wanted to attack, and get the ball
to the middle, push and attack, and
see ifwe could get to the rim. For the
most part | thought we did a good
job with that.”

ON TARGET

Canton shot 50 percent from the
floor during the first half (12-of-24)
to build the commanding 19-point
advantage.

“He (Samulski) jumped everything
we did,” said Glenn coach Mark
Anderson, whose team fell to 9-1
overall and 4-1 in the division. He did
a helluvajob scouting us - he really
did.

“l thought our effort wasnt
there, but I'm going to attest that to
Samulskis game plan. We had some
mental breakdowns more so than
anything. I really thought we were
prepared for this. At times we were
just a step slow. Again, | take my
hat offto Samulski. He’s a helluva
coach. And youVe got Bob Blohm on
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Canton’s Kayla Bridges (top) and John Glenn's Erica Covile wrestle for the loose ball during

Friday's KLAA South Division clash

his staff... that’s a helluva coaching
tandem.”

Many of Canton’ converted shots
in the paint came offback door cuts.

“We were trying to play the passing
lane, because when | scouted them, |
thought they were slow in reacting.”
Anderson said.

Robyn Mack added 10 points for
the Chiefs, while Sara Schmitt con-
tributed six.

Glenn committed a total of 20
turnovers, including 15 in the open-
ing halfand shot only 33 percent
from the field (12-0f-36) for the
game.

On the defensive side, Bridges and
the Schmitt twins rotated on putting

the clamps on Glenn’ potent duo of
Covile and Massey.

“l thought ‘Bridge’and the rest
ofthe kids did a greatjob keep-
ing Massey offthe glass and Erica
(Covile) off the glass,” Samulski said.
“Overall | thought it was a great
team defensive effort.”

Canton, meanwhile, scored a
majority of its points in the paint and
committed only nine turnovers on
the night.

“They’re a good team,” Samulski
said of Glenn. “They’re an aggressive
defensive team. Those are some of
the things youVe got to do to attack

Please see HOOPS, B2
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Czarnik's strong faith keeps him going

BYTIMIMTH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Robbie Czarnik of the Plymouth
Whalers is quiet and reserved and
isnt about to crush an opponent
through the boards.

But the Whalers center from
Washington, Mich., lets two things
in his life do the talking for him —
his strong faith in Christianity and
considerable talent as a playmaker
and goal scorer.

As far as Czarnik is concerned,
the two are woven together, with
it being up to God more than him-
self or anybody else whether his
path leads to the National Hockey
League.

“ljust know if its meant to be, if
its gonna happen, theres a plan set
for me,” said Czarnik, whose NHL
rights belong (appropriately, for a
believer) to the Los Angeles Kings.
“If I'm going to sign and play, get an
NHL contract, | will get one and |
just have to continue to play hard
and believe it will happen.”

L.A. scouts likely have been
impressed with former University of
Michigan player Czarnik so far this
season. In 37 OHL games, he has 24
goals and 50 points.

The future will take care of itself.
But for Czarnik, the convergence
of slap shots and Scripture will
be there to see Friday night, at
the Whalers’first “Faith & Family
Night.”

Czarnik and the rest of the
Whalers will host Niagara at 7 p.m.,
where he will flash the skills that
have flourished recently —he has
totaled nine goals and 15 points in
eight January games.

Following the game at
Compuware Arena, all who attend
are invited to enjoy Christian
rock’s The Mark White Band and
renowned youth speaker Jack
Janigian.

“l think it a great event, it going
to be good,” Czarnik, who turns 21
Tuesday, said following a practice
last week. “It will be a nice game
and ... it5 going to be pretty cool to
have a concert after.”

Penguins want girls to check out hockey

BYTIMIMTH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Girls will be taking over
Canton Arctic Edge for
Saturday’ “Hockey Night in
Canton.”

Hosted by the Plymouth-
Canton-Salem Penguins girls

skating (beginning at 7 p.m.)
and admission to the game.
Helmets (bike helmets are
OK) are mandatory and the
arena has rental skates for
those who do not have them.

There also will be a “meet
the team”and tour ofthe rink
and Penguins locker room,

Who: Nick Hayes, captain for
Salem varsity boys hockey team.

Robbie Czarnik of the Plymouth Whalers is
enthused about 'Faith & Family Night.’

STEPPING OUT

All of the Whalers’ promotions for
the event feature Czarnik, and he is
likely to get out of his comfort zone
and say a few words to youth church
groups and individuals who attend.

“Its really great to have somebody
that is going to step up and be a
part of it (the event),”said Denise
Ronayne, director of sales and mar-
keting for the Whalers. “1 give him
a lot of credit for being ayoung ath-
lete, being a successful young ath-
lete, and being very straightforward
andjust saying ‘1 didn't get here by
myself.”

Ronayne said all church groups
within a 45-mile radius have been
invited to the event.

Tickets ($9 each) are still on
sale for youth ministry and church
groups and their families, although
anybody who buys aticket will be
able to hear the concert and mes-
sage.

Brought up in a religious fam-
ily (