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County address
Wayne County Ex 

ecutive Robert Ficano 
delivers his 10th State 
of the County address 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at 
the Guardian Build­
ing, 500 Griswold in 
Detroit. The speech will 
be carried live on WJk 
760 AM and hosted by 
Lloyd Jackson.

This year's State 
of the County will 
feature a social media 
Q&A with Ficano from 
7:20-7:30 p.m. Resi­
dents can begin sub­
mitting questions now 
on Facebook or Twitter. 
Afterward, Ficano will 
do a sit down interview 
with Lloyd Jackson, live 
on WJR.

The speech will be 
live streamed on www. 
waynecounty.com.
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Township tax question, GOP 
race spark primary interest

Ficano

Tax town hall
State Rep. Kurt Heise 

sponsors his second an­
nual property tax town 
hall meeting to help 
interested residents 
better understand their 
property tax assess­
ment and the Board 
of Review appeal 
process 10 a.m. Satur­
day, March 3, in the 
Northville Township 
Hall, 44405 Six Mile, 
Northville.

Heise will be joined 
by certified assessors 
Douglas Shaw and 
Holly Adams.

For further informa­
tion, contact Heise's 
office toll free at (855) 
REPKURT or e-mail 
at kurtheise@house. 
mi.gov.

Food drive
The Plymouth Lions 

Club sponsoring a drive 
to collect nonperish­
able food items to help 
Plymouth-area families 
in need March 2-16 
at both the Plymouth 
District Library and the 
Plymouth Historical 
Museum.

The museum is offer­
ing a $1 ticket discount 
per person with food 
donations. All collected 
food will be distributed 
through a local food 
pantry March 17.

For more informa­
tion, contact (734) 
748-0909.

Heading out 
of town?

Take a copy of the 
Plymouth Observer 
along, and we'll pub­
lish a photo of you and 
your travel companions 
under the headline 
"Wish you were here."

Just be sure to in­
clude the newspaper in 
the photo.

Send photo in JPEG 
format to Brad Kadrich 
at bkadrich@home- 
townlife.com.
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By Matt Jachman
Observer Staff Writer

With an unpopular tax question 
on the ballot and greater inter­
est in a Republican presiden­
tial contest that wasn’t expected 
to count for much until recent­
ly, Plymouth Township could see 
increased — but not overwhelm­
ing — voter participation in 
Ibesday’s primary.

In the city of Plymouth, not so 
much.

Township Clerk Joe Bridg-

B a llo t  w o rd in g  e x p la in e d , A 3 .

man said Friday he expects 35 
to 40 percent of township voters 
to cast ballots. In the last presi­
dential primary, in January 2008, 
just under 35 percent of town­
ship voters participated.

Bridgman said absentee bal­
lot returns for the election were 
running a little higher this year 
than the 2008 absentee total, 
with nearly 2,700 such ballots 
returned as of 2 p.m. Friday, 
compared to 2,638 total absen­

tee ballots returned in 2008. His 
office has sent out more than 
3,100 absentee ballots this year.

“We’ll get a few more in. A lot 
of folks wait until the last day to 
bring some things in,” he said. 
(Eligible voters can still obtain 
an absentee ballot at Bridgman’s 
office Monday, but must cast it 
immediately and leave it with 
the clerk.)

Rom ney hom e turf
The unanticipated importance 

of Michigan’s primary in the

Republican presidential race 
could also bring more voters out, 
Bridgman said. Michigan is the 
native state of former Massachu­
setts Gov. Mitt Romney, who had 
long been perceived as the front­
runner, but former Pennsylva­
nia Sen. Rick Santorum has been 
making a strong challenge and 
was ahead of Romney in some 
state polls last week. A loss in 
Michigan could prove devastat­
ing to the Romney campaign.

Please see PRIMARY, A3

Life as a ‘Leaper’

Leap  D a y  b a b y  Em ily  M arcero , w h o  is te ch n ica lly  4 , w ith  h er "o ld er"  brother, A d a m .

L e a p  Y e a r  b a b i e s  g e t  t o  e a t  c a k e

E liza b e th  D o n n e lly  B arker w h o o p s  it up  a t h e r  "seco n d " b irth d a y  
p a rty  in 1960. Barker, a Lea p  D a y  b ab y, tu rn s  15 th is year.

A few fun facts about Leap Year babies, as found on various 
websites:
• No year that is divisible by 100 can be a leap year unless it can be 
divided by 400. The year 2000 was a leap year the year 1900 was 
not.
• The very first calendar that provided for leap year was intro­
duced in 238 B.C. By King Ptolemy.
• Anthony, Texas, isthe self proclaimed leap year capital of the 
world. Every year this little town that sits on the border of New 
Mexico holds a festival and leap year birthday celebrations com­
plete with a carnival and hot air balloon rides.
• The chances of having a leap year birthday are 1 in 1,461
• There are about 4 million people in the world who have been 
born Feb. 29.

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Elizabeth Donnelly Barker 
has six grandchildren, includ­
ing twin granddaughters born 
eight years ago.

The Plymouth resident is 
also awaiting her first retire­
ment check after a career in 
the Plymouth-Canton School 
District.

Not bad for someone still 
waiting for her 15th birthday.

Barker, the youngest of sev­
en children, was bom Feb. 29, 
a Leap Year baby born in 1952. 
She’s one of the lucky few -  
there’s only a l-in-1,461 chance 
of being born on that date.

And, while she may be too 
mature for that now, Barker 
said she “milked it” when she 
was younger.

“My family always made 
a big celebration out of my 
unusual birthday,” Barker 
said. “During my un-birthday 
years, I’d milk it and celebrate 
the day before, the day after 
and even the weekends sur­
rounding.”

Barker, whose mother was 
twice as old as she was when 
Barker celebrated her 10th 
birthday, very nearly wasn’t 
the only Leap Day baby in her 
family. Eight years ago, Bark­
er’s daughter delivered twin 
girls on Feb. 28, beating the 
arrival of Leap Day by less 
than an hour.

“We celebrated together 
three out of every four years,” 
said Barker, who points out

L O V IN G  T H E  'L E A P '

her daughter was half her age 
but had had twice as many 
birthdays.”

Barker, and other Leap Day 
babies, commonly referred to 
as “Leapers,” share their spe­
cial day with some famous 
folks. Rapper Ja Rule was 
born Feb. 29,1976. Sihg- 
er Dinah Shore (1916) and

bandleader Jimmy Dorsey 
(1904), were also bom Feb. 29, 
as was model/actor Antonio 
Sabato, Jr. (1972).

Beating the odds
While Barker beat the astro­

nomical odds of having a Feb. 29

Please see LEAP YEAR, A5

District e y e s  

new  options
By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

So far, there hasn’t been much new 
information at the public forums 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schoo, 
administrators have been posting 
ing its facility study process.

But parents who attend Monday’ 
forum (6:30 p.m. in Discovery Middle 
School) will hear information about an 
additional four options being consid­
ered as the Board of Education tries 
to determine how best to optimize its 
buildings.

The new options, being added to oth­
ers offered as the result of a study 
conducted by Plante Moran CRESA, 
include:

• Option 1C—Maintains the buildings 
at 85 percent of capacity and leaves the 
district’s elementary schools with a K-
5 configuration, as they are now. This 
option lists Gallimore and Fiegel Ele­
mentary Schools as the potential build­
ings to be closed. Hulsing Elementary 
would be removed from consideration 
under this option.

• Option 2C — Reconfigures the 
district’s elementary schools to a K-
6 option and fills them to 90 percent 
capacity.

• Option 2D — Fills buildings at 90 
percent capacity, closes two middle 
schools (East and Central) and keeps 
all 16 elementary schools open.

• Option 3B — Reconfigures the dis­
trict’s elementary schools to K-4 and 
5-6 buildings and closes Central Mid­
dle School.

“We created these scenarios in 
response to questions from the admin­
istration, the board and from the pub­
lic to determine the feasibility of each 
option,” said Phil Freeman, the dis­
trict’s assistant superintendent for 
facilities. “It was important to us to 
give the information to the board so 
they can make the decision.”

Option 1C is a more likely option 
than the other new ones after board 
members offered a consensus last 
week they’d like to see buildings at 85 
percent capacity to maintain smaller 
class sizes.

Gallimore emerged as an option for 
closure for several reasons. It’s older 
(opened in 1956) than Hulsing (1976), and

Please see OPTIONS, A2

N eig h b o rs  in th e  W in d so r P ark  a re a  p u t  
to g e th e r  a  h u g e  sig n  q u e stio n in g  th e  
p o te n tia l c lo sin g  o f H u lsing  E le m e n ta ry  
School.
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OPTIONS
Continued from page A1

it’s smaller (43,900 square 
feet compared to Hulsing’s 
55,700). As administra­
tors look at having to redis­
trict schools, it’s notable 
that Gallimore’s one-mile 
radius (the distance from 
which most walkers trav­
el) intersects those of three 
schools (Hulsing, Isbister 
and Smith). Freeman said 
transportation issues will 
likely play a determining 
factor.

Previous options, at 
least the ones centered 
around the 85-percent 
capacity board mem­
bers would like to main­
tain, would have closed 
some combination of Fie- 
gel, Hulsing, East Mid­
dle School and/or Central 
Middle School.

Most of the options 
would also relocate both 
the Tanger Center and 
Starkweather alternative 
high school.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-8899
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“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

M arch 2 ,9 ,1 6 ,2 3 ,  and 30
• Full Dinners 4:30-7:00 PM
• Carry-Out Available
• Choice of Hand-Dipped 

Fried or Baked 
Fresh Atlantic Cod

& M M  $ 3  **
SODOQJjQ *

M M
11441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouth Rd. • Livonia

734.261.1455 oconm.
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AROUND PLYMOUTH

On the floor
State Sen. Patrick Colbeck (right), R-Canton, welcomed Pastor Steve Yarrow 
(center) of Northridge Church in Plymouth to the Michigan Capitol on Wednes­
day. Yarrow delivered the invocation before Senate session.

"Around Plymouth" is designed to an­
nounce upcoming events taking place 
in the community. Items will run on a 
space-available basis. Send details to 
bkadrich@hometownlife:com.

EUCHRE CHALLENGE 
Date/Time: Saturday, March 10, 6 
p.m.
Location: Elks club, 41700 Ann Arbor 
Road in Plymouth 
Details: The Metro Detroit Euchre 
Tournament is designed as a fun 
night out for people who like to play 
the game. Proceeds will support the 
Canton Chiefs Wrestling Team, a State 
of Michigan Top 10 Team. Cash awards 
will be given to the top four players. 
There will be free door prize drawings, 
a raffle for more great prizes and a 
silent auction.
Contact: Pre-register by e-mailing 
MetroDetroitEuchre@yahoo.com or 
call Linda Obrec at (734) 945-6685.

JAZZ NIGHT
Date/Time: Tuesday, Feb. 28, 7-10 
p.m.
Location: Plymouth Elks Lodge 1780, 
41700 Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth 
D etails: Jazz @ The Elks contin­
ues, featuring the Johnny Trudell 
Quartet with John Trudell on Brass, 
Bill Cairo on Drums, Ray Tini on 
Bass, and Chuck Shermatero on 
Keyboard. A $10 donation includes 
a light snack.
Contact: Call (734) 453-1780 or go 
to PlymouthElks1780.com for more 
information.

CHICKS 4 CHARITY
Date/Time: Thursday, March 29, 5- 
8:30 p.m.
Location: Plymouth Elks Club, 41700 
Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth 
Details: Join Woman's Life Chapter 
827-Chicks 4 Charity at their "Quar-

termadness" fundraiser to benefit 
New Hope Center for Grief Support, 
a non-profit 501 c3 bereavement out­
reach center in Northville. This event 
will include auctions and lots of fun. 
Bidders may buy up to three paddles 
to win great prizes and all donated 
items will be available to bid on with 
Quarters.
Contact: For more information on 
"Quartermadness," contact Tammy 
Brown, (734) 844-9180.

DIABETES SUPPORT
Date/Time: 2nd Thursday of the 
month (first meeting March 8), 2-3:30 
p.m.
Location: Plymouth District Library, 
223 S. Main in Plymouth 
Details: The Plymouth Lions Club is 
sponsoring a new Adult Diabetes Sup­
port Group. Fern Vining, a registered

nurse, certified diabetes educator 
and Plymouth Lion, will be the group 
facilitator. There is no charge to at­
tend. Topics for discussion will focus 
on understanding diabetes and self 
management strategies.
Contact: Call Fern Vining at (734) 
454-0859.

BENTLEY SALE
Date/Time: Saturday, March 3, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Bentley Elementary School, 
1100 S. Sheldon, Canton 
Details: Bentley Elementary School 
hosts its PTO Mom-to-Mom sale, fea­
turing some 50 tables and a big-item 
room. There's a $1 entry fee; strollers 
are welcome after 11 a.m.
Contact: For information, e-mail 
rcwegrzyn@gmail.com.

CORRECTION

A chart appearing 
with a story in the Feb.
23 Observer comparing 
the Plymouth Communi­
ty Fire Department with 
surrounding communi­
ties should have said the. 
PCFD’s budget for 2011 
was $4.3 million. The cor­
rected chart appears 
here.

COMPARING LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENTS
PLYMOUTH TWP. NORTHVILLE TWP. CANTON TWP.

POPULATION 27,524 28,497 90,173

COVERAGE AREA 16.6 sq. miles 16.45 sq. miles 36 sq. miles

UNIFORMED PERSONNEL 23 27 62

TOTALS RUNS, 2011 2,639 2,309 6,121

PRIVATE AMBULANCE 
SERVICE? Yes No No

2011 BUDGET $4.3 mill. $3.96 mill. $11 mill.
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PRIMARY

P H O T O S  B Y  B ILL  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R

Paul Thimm (from left) of Plymouth Township talks politics while John Pieran and Jim Allor listen during a recent discussion at the Canton Coney Island.

B a l l o t  w o r d i n g  e x p l a i n e d

Continued from page A1

“It seems to be that 
Michigan will matter a 
little more than we did in 
2008, so folks may come 
out to vote,” Bridgman 
said.

Former Georgia Rep. 
Newt Gingrich and cur­
rent Texas Rep. Ron 
Paul are also on the bal­
lot, as are candidates who 
recently dropped out of 
the presidential race, 
such as Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry.

The tax proposal — 
which would create a spe­
cial assessment district 
out of all taxable prop­
erty in the township and 
allow the Board of Trust­
ees to annually levy an 
assessment to support 
the Plymouth Community 
Fire Department — also 
should bring out voters, 
Bridgman said.

The proposal drew 
many negative com­
ments at a December 
public hearing, and a cit­
izens group, the Friends 
of Plymouth Township, 
was orgahized to defeat 
it. Even the firefighters 
union and the group that 
got the special assess­
ment question on the bal­
lot through its petition 
drive, the Citizens Action 
Group of Plymouth Town­
ship, are against the plan, 
although CAG is taking 
the township to the Mich­
igan Court of Appeals in 
an effort to get a more 
narrowly defined tax pro­
posal on a future ballot.

Party declaration
The primary process 

this year, however, is like­
ly to deter some voters, 
Bridgman said.

Voters must ask for 
either a Republican bal­
lot, a Democratic ballot 
or a nonpartisan ballot 
(for those who only want 
to vote on the tax ques­
tion), and the type of bal­
lot chosen by each vot­
er will become public 
record, Bridgman said.

“There are people that 
just refuse to do that, and 
therefore they will not 
vote,” he said.

Voters choosing a 
Democratic ballot Tbes- 
day will have only to 
pick between Presi­
dent Barack Obama 
and “uncommitted,” but 
Michigan’s Democrats 
will actually pick their 
nominee through a cau­
cus process in March.

The township has just 
over 21,900 voters eligi­
ble to vote in the primary.

Plym outh turnout
In Plymouth, Clerk 

Linda Langmesser said 
absentee ballot returns 
were running about aver­
age for an election of 
this type. Her office had 
received 385 absentees as 
of shortly after 2 p.m. Fri­
day, out of a total of 615 
ballots that had been sent 
out, Langmesser said.

Sarah Baer is a supporter of 
President Barack Obama.

There are no local can­
didates or ballot ques­
tions facing voters in the 
city, and Langmesser pre­
dicts a turnout of around 
15 to 18 percent.

Plymouth has about 
7,100 registered voters.

The polling places in 
both communities open at 
7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

m ja ch m an @ h o m e to w n l ife.com  

(313) 222-2405

• What it says ...
Voters in Plymouth 

Township will face the 
following ballot question 
on Tuesday:

“A proposal to create a 
special assessment district 
for fire services compris­
ing all of the land of the 
Charter Township of Plym­
outh except tax exempt 
property under Public 
Act 33 of the Public Acts 
of 1931, MCL 41.801 et 
seq., thereby authorizing 
the Charter Township of 
Plymouth Board of Trust­
ees, after public hear­
ing, to annually assess and 
levy on the lands special­
ly benefited an ad valor­
em special assessment 
based on the taxable val­
ue of the property in the 
special assessment dis­

trict, in an amount not to 
exceed .10 percent of the 
taxable value of the prop­
erty assessed (10 mills) for 
fire vehicles, equipment, 
apparatus and housing; 
and further authorizing 
the Charter Township of 
Plymouth Board of Trust­
ees, after public hear­
ing, to annually assess and 
levy on the lands special­
ly benefited an ad valor­
em special assessment 
based on the taxable value 
of the property in the spe­
cial assessment district, 
in the amount necessary 
for operation and mainte­
nance of fire services.

Shall the proposed Spe­
cial Assessment District 
be created and the assess­
ment be authorized?”

• What it means...

If the special assess­
ment district is approved, 
it would allow the town­
ship Board of Trustees to 
levy a tax of up to 10 mills 
($10 for every $1,000 of a 
property’s taxable value) 
for fire department capi­
tal expenses (equipment 
and structures), along 
with another tax for fire 
department operations 
(wages, benefits, etc.).

There would be no ceiling 
on the operations levy and 
no expiration date on the 
special assessment district.

The SAD would permit 
the board to determine 
the total assessment on an 
annual basis after a review 
of budget needs and a pub­
lic hearing. Any increase 
would not be subject to a 
vote of.the people.

I  W A N T  T O  H E L P  Y O U  R E G A I N  T H E  F E E L I N G  I N

Y O U R  H A N D S  A N D  F E E T !

D o  y o u  s u f f e r  f r o m  p e r i p h e r a l  n e u r o p a t h y ?

If you suffer from a single one of these torturous symptoms -  numbness, 
tingling, bunting or sharp nerve pain -  you MUST DISCOVER our 
Neuropathy Recovery Program!

Neuropathy affects every part of your life - walking, sitting, sleeping, 
socializing, your ability to enjoy relationships and so much more. If you 
have tried “everything” like (Anodyne therapy, physical therapy. Lyrica®, 
Neurotin® or other medications) and you are not getting the lasting results you 
want, then this may be the most important information you have ever read! 
There is a simple reason that most treatments fail...because, at best, they only 
cover up your symptoms and do not heal your damaged nerves.

We all know that there is a tremendous difference between covering up your 
symptoms or actually fixing the underlying problem. So, why settle for “band- 
aid care” when our Neuropathy Recovery Program is available?

Du you have any of the follow ing symptoms or lack of sleep due to....
□  Pins and needles feeling
□  Numbness in the hands or feet
□  Tingling or burning sensations
□  Weakness in the Legs and I'oes
□  Sharp shooting or burning pains
□  A feeling like a sock is rolled up under your toes?

If so you may have a condition called peripheral neuropathy.

If you are like most people w ho suffer from peripheral neuropathy, you 
have probably tried everything. You have probably been to specialists, 
tried alternative health care and all of the latest and greatest miracle cures. 
Unfortunately, there is no gimmick, no quick fix and no pill that will ever 
make your neuropathy go away permanently. What we do in our office is 
the REAL THING! 1 am confident that our Neuropathy Recovery Program is 
something you haven’t tried before and may be the answer you are looking for.

IF  Y O U  A R E  S E R IO U S  A B O U T  G E T T IN G  R ID  
O F  Y O U R  P E R IP H E R A L  N E U R O P A T H Y  T H IS  

Y E A R  A N D  IM P R O V IN G  Y O U R  H E A L T H  O N C E  
A N D  F O R  A L L , D O  N O T  M IS S  T H IS  F R E E  

O N E -H O U R  S E M IN A R !

In regards to Peripheral Neuropathy, my goal this year is to help as many 
people as possible regain feeling in their extremities and improve their quality 
of life. Will you be one of them? If you have been suffering from Peripheral 
Neuropathy and the reduced quality of life that goes with it, don’t wait another 
minute. Let me help you. This seminar could literally change your life.

I f  you are dealing with Peripheral Neuropathy, I sincerely want to help you 
get your life hack. A re you frustrated after having tried everything and still 
dealing with neuropathy? Are you sick o f hype and false hope? Have you 
given up on ridding yourself o f neuropathy? I f  you are serious about getting 
help once and for all, then call to reserve your seat right now. This FREE 
one-hour seminar could he the beginning of a new life for you. Don't miss it!

I have been researching, reading, attending classes and consulting with experts 
in the scientific community- all to create my Peripheral Neuropathy Treatment 
Program. The good news is that the principles behind my Neuropathy 
Recovery Program work with both diabetic and non-diabetic types of 
neuropathy. 1 can’t wait to see if 1 can help you!

W ednesday 
February  29 at 6pm
L i v o n i a  C h a r l e s t o w n  O f f i c e  C e n t e r  

3 4 4 4 1  E i g h t  M i l e  R d .  •  S u i t e  1 1 6  

L i v o n i a

248.615.1533
w w w . L i v o n i a S p i n e A n d H e a l t h . c o m

O E 0 8 7 6 9 3 9 0

Dr. Kramer

P.S. This will be my biggest Peripheral Neuropathy seminar of 
the year and will book up fast. Don’t be left out.
Call now to reserve your spot.

http://www.LivoniaSpineAndHealth.com
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P e rfe c t  A C T
Jason Zhang, son of 

Jie and Kevin Zhang and 
a junior at Salem High 
School, earned a top com­
posite score of 36 on a 
recent ACT test.

Nationally, while the 
actual number of stu­
dents earning a com­
posite score of 36 varies 
from year to year, rough­
ly ope-tenth of one per­
cent receive a top score. 
Among test takers in the 
high school graduating 
class of 2011, only 704 of 
more than 1.6 million stu­
dents earned a composite 
score of 36.

In a letter recognizing 
this exceptional achieve­
ment, ACT CEO Jon Whit­
more said, “While test 
scores are just one of the 
many criteria that most 
colleges consider when 
making admission deci­
sions, your exception­
al ACT composite score 
should prove helpful as 
you pursue your educa­
tion and career goals.”

C e n tr a l M ic h ig a n
Tanya Moutzalias of 

Plymouth is part of the 
award winning editorial 
team producing Central 
Michigan University’s 

Grand 
Central 
Magazine.

The stu­
dent-run 
online 
publi­
cation 
recently 
received 
a nation­

al EPPY award for “Best 
University Journalism 
Website” by Editor & 
Publisher Magazine, the 
trade journal covering 
the international journal­
ism industry.

In winning the top hon­
or, Grand Central com­
peted against finalists

Moutzalias

ON CAMPUS

F l i g h t  o f  f a n c y
As part of their animal classification lesson, Canton Charter Academy third-graders got a 
special visit from the Howell Nature Center's "Lords of the Sky, Birds of Prey." Students 
learned about the different types of birds of prey, their characteristics and their impor­
tance to the environment. The event included a visit from owls, hawks, falcons, vultures 
and an eagle from the center's Wild Wonders Wildlife Park.

from DePaul University, 
Temple University, Berry 
College and City Univer­
sity of New York Gradu­
ate School of Journalism.

In d ia n a
U n iv e r s ity

Madeleine Vala, Salem 
High School class of 2011, 
has attained Dean’s List 
status for her first semes­
ter at Indiana University- 
Bloomington.

Vala attends IU as a 
direct admission to the 

School of 
Heath, 
Physi­
cal Edu­
cation, 
and Rec­
reation 
at IU- 
Bloom- 
ington, 
and has 

received an academic 
scholarship for study at 
the University. She has

recently accepted an invi­
tation into the Hutton 
Honors College.

Vala, who is studying 
Sport Management with 
minors in both market­
ing and business, is the 
daughter of John and 
Sandra Vala of Plymouth.

O liv e t  C o lle g e
During the fall 2011 

semester, 14 Olivet College 
insurance and risk man­
agement students passed 
exams earning the profes­
sional designations of Cer­
tified Insurance Counsel­
or (CIC) and Certified Risk 
Manager (CRM). Hastings 
Mutual Insurance Compa­
ny, a longtime sponsor of 
the Risk Management and 
Insurance Center (RMIC) 
at Olivet, supported the 
students by reimbursing 
them for the cost of the 
exams.

The students includ­
ed Anthony Pomerson, a 
senior from Canton.

After completing the 
tests, the CRM students 
continued their studies 
with Control of Risk and 
earned the designation 
of University Associate 
Certified Risk Manager 
(UACRM).

N o rth e rn
M ic h ig a n

Northern Michigan Uni­
versity announced the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 
2011 semester.

Bryanne Bellovary of 
Canton was among stu­
dents who qualified with 
a grade point average of
4.0.

Among Canton stu­
dents who qualified with 
a grade-point average 
of 3.25-3.99 were James 
Hodgson, Leanna Miller, 
Daniel Mundy and Maris- 
sa Sullivan.

Plymouth students 
included Katherine Bede- 
nis, Nicholas Fisher, Beth­
any Grysko, Jacqueline 
McCormick, Kaitlyn Salo 
and Kathryn Shepherd.

Vala

Extra Miler award winner Mike Mardeusz talks about his 
passion for teaching as Eriksson Principal Kevin Learned 
and some of Mardeusz's fourth-grade students listen.

Teacher honored 
for going extra mile

B y  B ra d  K a d r ic h
O b se rve r S ta ff W rite r

Jennifer Hazel- 
grove had always been 
impressed with the teach­
ers at Erikkson Elemen­
tary School in Canton.

But when Erikkson 
teacher Mike Mardeusz 
sent Hazelgrove’s son, 
Alex, home chattering 
about school, she knew 
it was something beyond 
just a good teacher.

That’s why Hazelgrove 
nominated Mardeusz, a 
seven-year veteran at 
Erikkson, for the Mary 
Beth Carroll Extra Miler 
Award, which Plymouth- 
Canton’s Board of Educa­
tion bestowed upon him 
this month.

“Erikkson has always 
had excellent teachers, 
but (Mardeusz) blows 
that standard away,” 
Hazelgrove said. “He fos­
tered an environment 
that pushed these fourth- 
graders to a higher level 
of learning, but they still 
had so much fun.

“Alex came home from 
school excited, dying to 
tell us about school,” she 
added. “He got our whole 
family interested in

learning.”
Erikkson principal Kev­

in Learned said the key 
to Mardeusz’s success is 
his willingness to “extend 
learning beyond the 
classroom.” Colleagues, 
Learned noted, refer to 
Mardeusz as a “24-hour 
teacher” for his willing­
ness to work with stu­
dents, parents and others 
during non-school hours.

And he’s doing it all . 
while working on his mas­
ter’s degree in education­
al technology. Learned 
said all the effort seems 
to have no effect on Mar­
deusz.

“He’s always willing 
to lend a hand,” Learned 
said. “Every time I think 
I’m going to the Mike 
Mardeusz well too often, 
there he is asking for 
more.”

Mardeusz said it’s as 
simple has his having 
found his niche.

“I am truly blessed 
to be someone who has 
found their passion,” 
Mardeusz said. “It seems 
like this is what I was 
born to do.”

b k a d rich @ h o m e to w n life .co m  

(313) 222-8899

E N R O L L I N G  f o r  2 0 1 2 - 1 3  s c h o o l  y e a r

U n i v e r s a l  L e a r n i n g  A c a d e m y
Phone: (734) 402-5900 • Fax (734) 402-5901

Website: www.ulapsa.org • E-mail: enrollula@ulapsa.org

P u b lic  Lo tte ry  
a t  th e  A ca d e m y :

Pre-K-8: M ay 16 , 2 0 1 2  3 :3 0  PM

O p e n  E n ro llm e n t D a te s :
M a rc h  1 -  3 0 ,  2 0 1 2

9 :0 0  AM  -  3 :3 0  PM

F r id a y , M a rc h  2 , 2 0 1 2
1 0 :0 0  A M - 6 : 0 0  PM

S a tu r d a y , M a rc h  3 , 2 0 1 2
9 :3 0  AM  -  1 2 :0 0  PM

W e  c o n t in u e  to  a c c e p t  a p p l ic a t io n s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  b a s e d  o n  o p e n in g s

To  A p p ly  
v is it  th e  sch o o l a t

2 8 0 1 5  J o y  R o a d  

W e s t la n d ,  M l 4 8 1 8 5

A L L  S T U D EN T S  O F  
S U R R O U N D IN G  C IT IE S  

A R E  E L IG IB L E  
T O  E N R O L L

P r o g r a m  &  I n s t r u c t i o n
• Grades Pre-k - 8 and eventually Pre-k -1 2  

• T u itio n  F ree  A cad em y

■  Full-day kindergarten
• State Accredited Academy and International Baccalaureate Standards 

Rigorous curriculum aligned with national and international standards 

• State certified and qualified educators 

• Technology integration and Smart Boards in all classrooms 
• ESL Special Education, and Arabic as a second language  

• Focus on character and multicultural education 
• Uniform and dress code policy

1 8 j J J  p ig  i HI i  - j g j L D I  u ;->. d jU tix J-l j ^ )  4 i il -H 0 4_XAjj4-0

o 4jVg £i_oLjj_J La-fig 4 . <a 1 t Tig 44} 11 S iXI jlgJU <3
4 11II jJI isLial

For more information contact:

H a m a d e h  E d u c a t i o n a l  
S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .

Pre-k - 12th Educational Services Provider
P.O. Box 1440, Dearborn, Ml 48121 
Tel: 313.565.0507 • Fax: 313.565.0705 
E-mail: info@hesedu.com 
Website: www.hesedu.com

Also Serving:
Star International Academy 

Pre-k to 12th
24425 Hass Street • Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

w w w .starpsa .o rg

Universat Academy 
K-12th

4612 Lonyo Street • Detroit, MI 48210 
www.universalpsa.org

Noor International Academy 
K to 5th

37412 Dequindre • Sterling Heights, MI 48310 
w w w .n iapsa.org

J o i n  U s  i n  C e l e b r a t i o n !

25
L S T ! 1

EARS
. . .O N E  S T U D E N T  A T  A  T IM E

L i f e  S u p p o r t  T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t e  
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time. 
For more information or to register, 

please visit us on the web at 
w w w . l i f e s u p p o r t t r a i n i n g . o r g  

or call us at
8 6 6 - F O R - L S T I  ( 3 6 7 - 5 7 8 4 )  

P A Y M E N T  P L A N S  A V A I L A B L E
Now Accepting Registrations!

U p c o m in g  2 0 1 2  C o u rs e  O ffe r in g s

.

Course Start Date Days Location
EMS l/C 3/13/12 T-Th Southfield
EMT Day Class 3/13/12 T-Th Southfield
EMT 4/10/12 T-Th Southfield
Paramedic Day Class 4/10/12 T-Th Taylor

Late Registrants Accepted

D i s c o v e r  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
o f  q u a l i t y  M o n t e s s o r i  E d u c a t io n

OPEN HOUSE
4 1-3 p.m.
V  P rescho o l - K indergarten
V  M ontesso rhcertiG ed  teach e rs
V  Caring , ded icated , experienced  s ta ff
V  Lo w  student/teacher ra tios
V  Outstanding academ ics
V  C h a rac te r developm ent
V  Multi-cultural em phasis
V  F o r e ip  language, m usic, a rt
V  F ie ld  trips & in-house p resentations
V  H a ll-d ay  & full-day program s

Now in our 4 0 th  y e a r of providing educational exce llence , we look forw ard  to 
sharing our exceptional learning community with you. Our N A EY C -a ccred ited  school 
is  open to all children reg a rd less  o f race , co lor, religion, national or ethnic origin.

L i v o n i a  M o n t e s s o r i  C e n t e r

3 2 7 6 5  L y n d o n , L iv o n ia  (in S t . M aurice S c h o o l) w w w .livo n ia m o n te s s o ri.o rg

C a l l  7 3 4 - 4 2 7 - 8 2 5 5

Sunday, March

/

mailto:Bkadrich@hometownlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.ulapsa.org
mailto:enrollula@ulapsa.org
mailto:info@hesedu.com
http://www.hesedu.com
http://www.starpsa.org
http://www.universalpsa.org
http://www.niapsa.org
http://www.lifesupporttraining.org
http://www.livoniamontessori.org
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LEAP YEAR
C o n t in u e d  f ro m  p a g e  A1

birthday, Wendy Marcero 
wasn’t even concerned 
about it. She was due Val­
entine’s Day in 1996 and, 
on Feb. 28, doctors decided 
they were going to induce 
labor. By 7 p.m. the next 
day (which, if you’re fol­
lowing the story, was Leap 
Day), the baby still hadn’t 
made an appearance, and 
the doctors decided a C- 
section was necessary.

Mindful of the Leap 
Day factor, doctors 
offered Wendy the oppor­
tunity to wait five hours 
to give the baby a “nor­
mal” birthday. But Wendy 
was having none of it.

“At that point I didn’t 
care when her birthday 
was,” Wendy recalled 
thinking. “I just wanted 
to finally meet her.”

She got that chance 76 
minutes later when, at 8:16 
p.m. on Leap Day 1996, 
Emily Jean Marcero -  all 
9 pounds 2 ounces of her 
- was introduced to the 
world -  and to her mother.

“The nurse who was 
taking care of me that 
day was a Leap Day baby, 
too,” said Wendy, a Can­
ton resident. “That made 
it kind of special.”

The family has had 
fun with the odd birth­
day. Emily, who general­
ly celebrates either Feb.

"Leaper" Beth Hatsios of Plymouth, with her husband, 
Mike, and their sons Nicholas, 7, and Christopher, 5.

28 or March 1 - “When­
ever it fits into the fami­
ly schedule,” Wendy said 
-  would take treats to 
school on Feb. 28 and had 
fun telling her classmates 
she was only 2 and in the 
third or fourth grade.

And Emily has a great- 
aunt who calls her Feb. 28 
to wish her “Happy Birth­
day Eve,” then calls again 
March 1 to apologize “for 
missing your birthday.”

“I think it’s cool to have 
a Leap Day birthday,”

said Emily, a sophomore 
at Salem High School who 
is surely the only 4-year- 
old on the varsity softball 
team. “In the years I don’t 
have a birthday, I get to 
celebrate twice!”

Late to the party
Like Marcero, Nancy 

Chapman’s due date (Feb. 
24) didn’t really put her 
in much danger of hav­
ing a Leap Day baby. But 
like Marcero’s daughter, 
Emily, Chapman’s daugh­

Leap Day baby Melissa D., of Canton, cruises Ocean City, 
N.J. She was born in 1972 in Seoul, Korea.

Leap Day baby Elizabeth Don­
nelly Baricer celebrates her 
15th birthday Wednesday.

ter simply wasn’t ready to 
come when that date rolled 
around. Chapman’s co­
workers teased her about 
the possibility of a Leap 
Day baby right up until she 
left for maternity leave.

But Chapman never 
really gave it a second 
thought... right up until 
the time on Feb. 29 she 
and her husband finally 
headed to the hospital.

And this year, that baby 
-  Beth Anne (Chapman) 
Hatsios -  finally hits double 
digits, celebrating her 10th 
birthday on Wednesday.

“I love being a ‘Leaper,’” 
said Hatsios, a Plymouth 
resident. “The best part is, 
everyone always remem­
bers your birthday.”

Like most Leapers, 
Hatsios faces the inevi­
table question -  “When 
do you celebrate?” -  
every time someone finds 
out she’s a Leaper. The 
answer: She general­
ly celebrates on Feb. 28, 
with her younger brother, 
bom 10 years after her.

This year, there’s an 
addition to the celebra­
tion: Hatsios plans to run 
the Leap Day 4 Miler in 
New Boston.

“I decided for my 10th 
birthday, I wanted to do 
something unique,” Hatsios 
said. “I hope I’ll see other 
Leapers there, too.”

Mixed blessing
While Hatsios and oth­

ers rejoice in their Leap 
Day birthdays, Melissa

D. (she didn’t want to use 
her full name) thinks of it 
as more of a mixed bless­
ing. Born Feb. 29,1972 in 
Seoul, Korea, Melissa, a 
Canton resident, general­
ly celebrates her birthday 
on March 1, often taking 
advantage of specials res­
taurants offer Leapers on 
non-Leap Years.

The Lansing native said 
having a birthday that 
doesn’t even appear on 
the calendar is odd. “It 
almost feels like I don’t 
exist when it’s not Leap 
Year, because the date 
doesn’t exist,” Melissa 
said.

Still, she manages to 
have a lot of fun with it.

“The good thing about 
having a Leap Year birth­
day is having an inside 
joke with my older son,” 
she said. “He announced 
to his class when he 
turned 10 that he was now 
older than his Mom since 
is Mom was only 9 and 
three-quarters.”

Nancy Chapman fig­
ures there’s another ben­
efit to only having a birth­
day every four years, and 
she points it out to her 
daughter.

Says Chapman: “I 
always tell Beth, you’ll be 
forever young, and you’ll 
never have to lie about 
your age.”

b k a d rich @ h o m e to w n life .co m  

(313) 222-8899

N o n -lo c a l b a n k s  th in k  D a ir y  K in g  
liv e s  in  B u c k in g h a m  P a la c e .

A t B a n k  of A n n  A rb o r, w e  kn o w  P ly m o u th  in s id e  a n d  out. W e u se  th a t k n o w le d g e  to 
p ro v id e  the  p ro d u cts a n d  s e rv ic e s  the  p e o p le  of P ly m o u th  n eed . B a n k  of A n n  A rb o r h e lp s .

B a n k
ANN ARBOR

h e l p s

M e m b e r  F D I C

E X P E R T  M A D E  E A S Y .

The Works. An Oil Change 
and Much More. After $10 Rebate

• No Appointment Necessary • Oil Change • Tire Rotation
• Brake Inspection • Multi-Point Inspection • Fluid Top-Off 

• Battery Test • Filter Check • Belts and Hoses Check
Up to five quarts of Motorcraft* Premium Synthetic Blend oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. 

Hybrid battery test excluded. See Service Advisor for vehicle exclusions and details. Offer valid with coupon. Expires 2/29/12.

Buy 4 tires, get a $50 rebate.
W!> r r r 1 B F C o o d r ic ,

Plus, receive a FREE 
TireCARE Road Hazard Package!
Buy 4 tires, get up to a

$ 7 0  rebate!*
■£rx>j>jpfcrjuiju. V iREii 1

•TireCARf Road Hazard contract to be completed at the time ot purchase- See terms and 
conditions tor plan exclusions. Complimentary program not available in Ohio, New York and 
Florida. "R e b a te s  range Irom $40 to $70 and vary by manufacturer, for all offers: Quick 
Lane-installed retail tire purchases only, limit one redemption per customer. Tire purchase 
must he made between 2/1/12 and 3/31/12. Rebate must be submitted .by 4/30/12 See 
Quick Lane Manager for vehicle applications, program and rebate details through 3/31/12.

a * :

Buy With Confidence.
Low Price Tire Guarantee.

In the unlikely event you find tires for less, 
we’ll beat that price up to 30 days after your purchase!

Offer available for all makes and models. Requires presentation of competitor's current price ad on exact tire 
sold by dealership. Offer valid with coupon. Expires 2/29/12.

• We service all makes and models. • Service while you wait and no appointment necessary.
• Our technicians are factory-trained and use Motorcraft® parts. • Quick Lane® offers evening and weekend hours.

C a r d
After purchase of one 
or more qualified VPS 
Services. See dealer^ 
for details.

Otter valid 
through April 30,2012.

(Reward Card is made payable to the store 
location where you purchased your 
service, to use on your next visit 
toward any service)

Life is better in the Quick Lane* q u ic k la n e .c o mQuick Lane and Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company

Q u i c k  L a n e  a t  B i l l  B r o w n  F o r d

32230 Plymouth Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48150

7 3 4 .7 4 4 .0 4 0 0
www.quicklanelivonia.com

Plym outh R oad
Next to Bill Brown Ford across 
from Saint Michael's Church

Use your Quick Lane® Credit 
Card on a qualifying purchase of 
$250.00 or more (before tax) to 
receive a $50.00 VISA Pre-Paid 
Card by mail-in rebate. See 
Service Advisor for details!
Offer expires 3 -3 1-12 .

A p p ro ve d  
A u to  R ep a ir

mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.quicklanelivonia.com
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Fire damages historic downtown building
B y  M a t t  J a c h m a n

O b se rve r S ta ff W riter

No one was hurt and 
several downtown Plym­
outh businesses were 
slightly damaged Friday 
as the result of an early 
morning fire in a histor­
ic building on Main Street 
at Penniman, across from 
Kellogg Park.

The fire was report­
ed just before 4 a.m. in 
the building that houses 
Kilwin’s Chocolates and 
has smaller office-style 
businesses on the sec­
ond floor. Kilwin’s was 
closed on Friday while 
smoke damage was being 
cleaned up; a note on 
Kilwin’s Facebook page 
said it was expected to 
reopen Saturday.

The fire was reported

by a snow-removal con­
tractor who saw flames 
in the window of second- 
floor business, said City 
Manager Paul Sincock.

The call brought Plym­
outh and Plymouth Town­
ship police officers to 
the scene, followed by 
firefighters from the 
Northville Fire Depart­
ment, both from the new 
Plymouth station and 
the Northville station. 
Officers, arriving first, 
checked the building 
for occupants and found 
none, Sincock said.

Police arrived in three 
minutes and the on-call 
firefighters, on a pumper 
truck, in about 10, he said.

Firefighters climbed 
ladders to climb to the 
second floor and pump 
water on the fire.

“We were very 
impressed with the 
response,” said Sincock. 
“Clearly, the fire depart­
ment was able to save a 
very historic building in 
downtown.”

Fire, smoke and water 
damage was estimated 
initially at $27,000, Sin­
cock said. The fire had 
started in a suite occu­
pied by the Skin Rejuve­
nation Center; the busi­
ness phone number was 
not answered on Friday. 
Investigators determined 
the cause as a candle that 
had been left burning, 
Sincock said.

Two dozen firefighters 
from the Plymouth and 
Northville fire stations 
responded to the scene 
with four pieces of fire 
equipment. Also respond­

ing to the scerife, city 
officials said, were two 
units from Huron Valley 
Ambulance as well as the 
police. Fire

Plymouth’s partnership 
with the Northville Fire 
Department, which relies 
on on-call firefighters, 
began Jan. 1.

A cornerstone on the 
building notes it was built 
in 1898.

“It would’ve been devas­
tating to downtown,” if the 
blaze hadn’t been put out 
quickly, said Tony Brusca- 
to, the Downtown Devel­
opment Authority’s opera­
tions director. Businesses 
there “probably would’ve 
gone up in flames pretty 
quickly,” he added.

m jach m an @ h o m e to w n life .co m

(313)222-2405

B ILL  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R

C le a n u p  from  th e  e a r ly  m o rn in g  fire  a t  K ilw in 's . T h e  fire  
w a s  co n fin ed  to  th e  b u sin ess  u p sta irs . T h e  Sk in  R e ju v e n a ­
tio n  Center.

F u ll A s s is ta n c e  w ith  

B a th in g , D re s s in g  & H y g ie n e  

in  a  S m a ll H o m e - lik e  S e t t in g

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents

*  Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates
* 24 Hour Professional Staffing
* Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free
* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day
* On-Call Nurse Practitioner
* Medication Management
* Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
* Beauty & Barber Shop
* Wander Secured/Endosed Courtyard

C r y s t a l  C r e e C
Assisted Living

8121 L illey  Road  
C a n to n , M ich ig an  48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

t h i n g s  w e  p r o v i d e

(734) 4 5 3 -3 2 0 3
www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com

A N W H E R E  

I T  C A N  R M N ,

NATIONAL FLOOD
INSURANCE PROGRAM

W W H B S B L

G e t  a p r e fe r r e d  r is k  f l o o d  in s u r a n c e  p o lic y  in 
y o u r  a r e a  f o r  a s  lo w  a s  $ 1 2 9  a y e a r . Flooding 
can happen anywhere. So call m e  today and 
protect your home.

N atio n w ide

O n  Y o u r  S id e ®

Gregory Williams Agency, Inc.
16340 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia
734.422.4260
williag7@nationwide.com

on Estate Planning and Elder law
(Asset Protection and long Term Care Planning)
L earn A bout Estate P lan n in g:
•  P r o b a t e  A v o i d a n c e  &  E l i m i n a t i n g  U n n e c e s s a r y  C o u r t  F e e s  •  M e d i c a l  P o w e r s  o f  A t t o r n e y

•  W i l l s  •  F i n a n c i a l  P o w e r s  o f  A t t o r n e y

•  T r u s t s  ( R e v o c a b l e  L i v i n g  T r u s t s )  •  L o w e r i n g  E s t a t e  T a x e s

Learn About Elder Law (Asset Protection & Long Term Care Planning):
•  P r o b a t e  A v o i d a n c e

•  P r o t e c t i n g  Y o u r  A s s e t s

•  G e t t i n g  h e l p  w i t h  a  $ 6 0 0 0 - $ 8 0 0 0  N u r s i n g  H o m e  B i l l

•  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  P l a n n i n g

•  A s s e t  P r o t e c t i o n  &  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  T r u s t s

•  M e d i c a i d  C o m p l i a n t  F i n a n c i a l  P o w e r s  o f  A t t o r n e y

•  M e d i c a l  P o w e r s  o f  A t t o r n e y

D a te  a n d  T im e:
S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  4 t h  a t  3 : 3 0 p m

L o c a tio n :
C o m f o r t  S u i t e s  H o t e l  

5 7 3 0  H a g g e r t y  R o a d ,  C a n t o n ,  M I  4 8 1 8 7

•  R e f r e s h m e n t s  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d .  ^

The Law Offices of Jason Alguram,
P r e s e n t e d  b y  E l d e r  L a w  A t t o r n e y

i t

■

Seating is limited, Reserve yours now!
Call 248-344-0401

mailto:mjachman@hometownlife.com
http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
mailto:williag7@nationwide.com
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♦

♦

♦

o n l i n e  a t  h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

j t f . .... . - •

C la s s e s  fo r the  En tire  
Fam ily  A g es 3 -A dult:

• B a l le t  • T a p  • J a z z
• H ip Hop • Tu rn s & L e a p s
• C o n tem p orary/Lyrica l
• Yoga • Zum ba
• A l l - B o y s  H ip  H o p  / „
• A l l - B o y s  T a p  J V
• A d u l t  C l a s s e s

Purchase 2 items, receive a 
FREE G IFT

With this ad • Valid offer thru 3/15/12

55-734.459.0400 *  *
6700 Canton Center Rd. ^

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS OF BEAUTY

meRLe noRm firr
HADE IN THE USA

0 Lilley Rd. • S. of Ford • Can ton , M l 48187 
734.981.4776

Canton, Ml 48187
w w w .CentralC ityD ance.com

• V - V  o i £  d a t z i i n g  f J n c .  (7 3 4 )4 5 3 -2 9 8 0

“Your R eq uest is O ur S p e c ia lty ” <248) 8 5 5 -0 3 3 0
(248) 4 7 6 -8 3 8 5Banquet Facility 25-400 guests Meal, Hall, Unen,Bar Package,Hors D'oeuvres M e>najhan H oncfnet C en tc

19801 F a rm in g to n  R o a d , U v o n la , M l 48152

Rose Catering BBQ Division now taking 
reservations for family and corporate 

events, reunions, graduations, all events.
We barbeque everything from 
“Hot Dogs to Caviar" on site

• Pig and Ox Roast available 
|  • Professional Photography by 

H  Jaclyn Available (for 
appointment 
call 734-776-1464)

We Buy Qold

be ft Guest a t Yentr 0 wh T^artyf/f

P I C K  3  F O R  O N L Y  * 9 9
Relax & Rejuvenate with 3 of the 
following services for only *99

eaches Life Skills
Self-Confidence • Self-Respect 
• Self-Esteem • Self-Defense

Oiler cannot be combine or used with or for other gift cards. Valid with select 
technicians only. Offer valid same day services, limit one per customer.

50545 Cherry Hill Rd. - Canton, Ml 48188 
www.indigosatonanddayspa.com - (734) 961-3245

New Students Expires 9/1/12
IN D IGO
Salon Spt f> B e stn ja r

648 7 C a n to n  C e n te r R d . t 
C a n to n , M l 4 8 18 7 

(734) 844-8299
w w w .o lym p ia n ta e k w o n d o .c o m

RECEIVE $50 OFF
ANY PURCHASE OF $150 OR MORE

Expires 8/31/2012. Excludes Pandora, 
Citizen Signature Line and Loose Diamonds.

WE BUY GOLD
RECEIVE 20% MORE FOR YOUR 

GOLD WITH THIS COUPON!

Expires 8/31/2012

6018 N. Canton Center Rd. - Canton, Michigan 48187 - (734) 207-1906 - www.showroomofelegance.com

8 w eek se ss io n
New customers only. Limited 1 per 

family. Not to be combined with any 
other offer. May not be duplicated or 

redeemed for cash.

5 w eek  se ss io n
New customers only. Limited 1 per 

family. Not to be combined with any 
other offer. May not be duplicated or 

redeemed for cash.

R O S E c m m
7}4-4S)-M<>

C u s t o m  D e s i g n s  • C e r t i f i e d  D i a m o n d s  

L a r g e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  B r i d a l  S e t s  &  S e m i - M o u n t s  

R e p a i r s  •  A l l  w o r k  d o n e  o n  p r e m i s e s

4 2 6 9 5  F o r d  R d . ,  C a n t o n ,  M I  4 8 1 8 7
(Canton Corners Shopping Center Red District)

734 844 8421 OE08769200

•  F E E D E R S  •  G A R S E ft  A C C E N T S  *  m
W illow  C re e k  Shopping , C e n te r  

4f$t$ Font Ilead * C z & k m . 48S;4Si§7 
7 34-963-9130

l i l l i !  U M N U t W c M K
D ance A pparel, A c c e s so r ie s  & M ore  \

SPRING 2012
Tired of running around town trying to search 
tor yiur studio's dancewear iWMfrements? 
PowrUtege Dancewear is the place to sf <4. 
jjjtor all of your dance related need-:
I  * Reasonably priced basics 
W  * Latest IL greatest styles 
® • Only the best quality at aftorMible prices

• Knowledgeable onstle Instrucfflfc.
• Many brand name nfcrnufactorer?.
• Large variety of dance-related 

accessories, jewelry, rhinestones, 
sequins, costume accessories and more

6700 Canton Center Boad * Cantan,. Ml 48187

D A N C E W E A R

Nlon.-Fri.12-8pm; Sat. 10am-1pm; Sun. Closed

w f e -

ms '■'mtt s fs. t*i* <«.m i

J f - 4

♦
OE08768493

http://www.CentralCityDance.com
http://www.indigosatonanddayspa.com
http://www.olympiantaekwondo.com
http://www.showroomofelegance.com
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New Hope offers 

suicide support
Staffers at North- 

ville’s New Hope Center 
for Grief Support have 
noticed an increasing 
number of calls in the 
last year from people 
who have lost a loved 
one to suicide.

That’s why Cathy 
Clough decided to 
start an ongoing sup­
port group aimed at 
helping those folks get 
through the grief.

The twice monthly 
sessions will be facili­
tated by a profession­
al therapist, a mas­
ter’s level counseling 
student and a woman 
whose husband died 
due to suicide. Both 
of the therapists have 
also experienced the

loss of friends and 
loved ones to suicide.

Anyone who has lost 
a loved one to suicide 
is invited to attend.

The group meets on 
the second and fourth 
Monday night of each 
month from 7-8:30 p.m. 
at Life Church locat­
ed at 7001 Haggerty in 
Canton. No registration 
is necessary for this 
drop-in support group.

For further informa­
tion about this group 
or about the many oth­
er free, age and loss 
specific groups, please 
call New Hope Center 
for Grief Support at 
(248) 348-0115 and vis­
it us at www.newhope- 
center.net.

Plym outh ‘ro o k ie ’
B y  M a t t  J a c h m a n

O b se rv e r  S ta ff W rite r

Mark Farhat is the new­
est officer on the streets 
of Plymouth, but he’s no 
stranger to police work.

Farhat, who was sworn 
in Feb. 14, has been in law 
enforcement for more 
than a decade and was a 
public safety officer in 
Jackson County’s Leoni 
Township for seven years 
before being laid off in 
2009.

“It’s been a long road 
for me,” said Farhat at 
the end of his shift one 
evening last week. “Very 
tough to get a job now.”

Farhat found part-time 
work as an officer in 
Keego Harbor after being 
laid off, and also worked 
in security at Beau­
mont Hospital in Royal 
Oak. His downsized for­
mer department in Leo­

ni Township was lat­
er absorbed by the pub­
lic safety department in a 
neighboring township.

“I’m thrilled to get 
hired by Plymouth. It’s 
a great city,” said Far­
hat, who grew up in Roy­
al Oak.

Farhat was a business 
major at Grand Valley 
State University in the 
late 1990s when he took 
Criminal Justice 101 as 
an elective, he said. He 
enjoyed the course.

“After taking a couple 
of these classes and talk­
ing to a couple of people,” 
he changed his mind, and 
his major, he said.

He was also hooked 
by going on ride-alongs 
with patrol officers in 
Troy while still in col­
lege. “I just kind of 
developed a passion for 
it,” he said.

Farhat graduated from

M arycrest H eig h ts  
is  a  n ew ly  

con stru cted  sen ior  
com m unity, w ith  a 

com m itm en t to  
q u a lity

construction , safety, 
and  m a in ta in in g  a 

fa ith -b ased  
com m u n ity  

atm osp h ere . W ith  
M arycrest sk illed  

n u rsin g  and  
reh a b ilita tio n  

serv ices in  your  
backyard, h ea ted  

un dergroun d  
parking, and a  

ran ge o f  com m u n ity  
e v en ts  and  
a ctiv ities, 

M arycrest H eig h ts  
provides  

in d ep en d en ce, 
safety, and  

conven ien ce.

-N o  E n tra n ce  F e e -

C o m m u n i t y
A m e n i t i e s :

• C h apel
• B e a u ty  S a lon / 

B arber Shop
• R esid en t  

A ctiv ities
• M ed ia  Room  

L ounge
• F itn e ss  C enter
• H ea ted  

U n d ergrou n d  
P ark in g

• C om m u nity  
G arden

• W alk ing  P a th s
• E m ergen cy  C all 

S y stem

A  V a c a t io n  R e so rt  

Y o u  N e v e r  H a v e  

to  L e a v e !

a r u c r e sL J

H E IG H T S

S t . P t W c H ’ *  V i i i
P a r t y

Thursday, March 15 
3-4:30 pm

Jo in  our residents 
for a

"wee bit o' fun 
as we ce lebrate  with 

traditional dishes, spirits & 
entertainm ent.

Take this opportunity to m eet 
our residents a n d  tour our 

com m unity.

(7 3 4 )  8 3 8 -6 2 4 0
Marycrest Heights 
15495 Middlebelt 

A Livonia, Ml jgj

MarycrestHeights.org
OE08768372

is  a  police veteran

Mark Farhat, sworn in as Plymouth's newest police officer 
Feb. 14, was a public safety officer in Jackson County's 
Leoni Township for seven years.

GVSU with a criminal 
justice degree in 2001 and 
attended the police acad­
emy there before being 
hired in Leoni.

In Plymouth, he’s in the 
police department’s four- 
month field-training pro­
gram, during which he 
is partnered with veter­
an patrol Officer Matt 
Stoops in order to learn 
the city’s neighborhoods 
and the rules and pro­
cedures specific to the 
department. He’ll grad­
ually be given great­
er responsibility before 
being scheduled to patrol 
on his own following field 
training.

Farhat said he likes 
being able to work out­
side and the relative free­
dom that patrol work can 
offer.

“It’s great when you

THINKING ABOUT...

$NACW>
I FREE ESTIMATES

i (734)525-1930
Our 36th Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8 9 1 9  M I D D L E B E L T  • L IV O N IA

www.unitedtemperatureservices.com

can actually help peo­
ple,” he said. “In a com­
munity like this, you can 
actually do a little more 
of the ‘helping people’ 
than you can in a city like 
Detroit.”

His love of the out­
doors is seen in his favor­
ite pastimes: golf and ski­
ing. “Golf all summer, ski 
all winter,” he said. (Far­
hat, though,added he can 
do without cold, snowy 
weather, despite his love 
of skiing.)

Lower on his list of hob­
bies is sitting down to 
watch Hollywood’s take 
on his profession.

“I don’t usually enjoy 
cop movies and cop 
shows,” he said. “I feel 
like I’m at work again.”

Farhat and his wife, 
Sara, have a baby daugh­
ter, Avery.

His hiring brings the 
Plymouth Police Depart­
ment back to its budget­
ed strength of 15 offi­
cers, including Chief A1 
Cox. City officials will be 
studying the possibility of 
funding one or two addi­
tional officers as the bud­
get for the 2012-2013 fis­
cal year is discussed.

m jach m an @ h o m e to w n life .co m

(313)222-2405

^ A -Q U A L IT Y  CARE 
^VETERII[NARY HOSPITAL

O P E N  
7 DAYS

Em ergencies
W elcom e

N e w e r  S t a t e t h e F a c i l iA r t Boarding &

Value) Exam , Vaccines &  Fecal TestOnly For Detailsw tails - New Clients With CouponOnly oupon
H E  A R T W O R M  T E S T  with purchase of 
S P E C IA L  $ 2 0  to $ 2 5  Uor6monthsheartworm tablets ‘

1 1 6 5 5  F a r m in g t o n  R d .
(lust V  of Plym outh lut.i L i v o n i a w w w .aqualitycarevet.com

jzzzzzzzzzzzzzzziizzzzzzzxzzxzzzixzz^
WHY B E CATH O LIC?

Robert Corzine

M M M M 
M
M M M M M H M ►< M M ►< ►4 M M 
M M

University of Steubenville, Robert Corzine, shares M 
his journey from devout Baptist and “robust 

anti-Catholic” to well-known Catholic educator, 
author, legislative analyst, and host of EWTN’s 

“Genesis to Jesus” series.

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E !

The exciting monthly series of personal stories and 
testimonies continues its 3rd season with an 

outstanding roster of new speakers, sure to bring 
rewarding new insights to your own faith life.

Thursday,
March 1st at 7 PM

Vice President of Programs and Development 
for the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology at the

a

No Charge, No Reservations

S t  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l  C h u r c h
11441 Hubbard Rd.

(South of Plymouth Rd.) Livonia 
734-261-1455 • www.livoniastmichael.org

UCUOIOOWtxzzzzzzzzixzzzzzzzzxzzzzxzzzzzzzzxxx

IHHM
1

ATTN: MEN WHO 
SU FFER  FROM  

BLADDER LEAKAGE  
OR INCONTINENCE.

Cypher Research is conducting a 
confidential market research study on 

behalf of a major product development 
company with MALES who purchase and 

use a disposable absorbent product made 
for incontinence/bladder leakage.

The study would involve using a disposable 
product for two weeks and completing a 
web or phone survey. As a token of our 
appreciation you will be compensated 

$125 for your time.
There are no sales or clinical tests involved, 

we are only interested in your opinions.
If you are interested in participating, 

please call Kathy at 734.397.3400 
to see if you qualify.

http://www.newhope-center.net
http://www.newhope-center.net
http://www.unitedtemperatureservices.com
mailto:mjachman@hometownlife.com
http://www.aqualitycarevet.com
http://www.livoniastmichael.org
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S a n t o r u m  t o  v i s i t  M o n d a y

For the second time in 
11 days, a Republican 
presidential candidate 
will talk directly to a joint 
gathering of the Livonia 
and Greater Farmington 
Area chambers of com­
merce.

Former Sen. Rick San­
torum will speak Mon­
day at St. Mary’s Cultur­
al Center in Livonia. The 
program will run from 
8:30-10 a.m. The break­
fast program will con­
clude with Santorum 
answering audience ques­
tions.

Santorum’s rival, for­
mer Gov. Mitt Romney, 
spoke to members from 
both chambers Feb. 16 in 
Farmington Hills.

“This is quite an hon­
or for our chambers, 
and quite an opportuni­
ty for our members; to 
have both leading Repub­
lican presidential candi­
dates visit our members 
ahead of Tuesday’s pri­
mary election,” said Livo­
nia Chamber President 
Dan West. “Again, this is 
an informational cham­
ber program and not a 
campaign event.”

Together, the Livonia 
and Greater Farming- 
ton Area chambers serve 
nearly 1,400 members 
and represent Michigan’s 
ninth and 10th largest cit­
ies. The Santorum event 
will be the fourth high- 
profile program present­
ed in the chambers over 
the past year.

“We are driven to 
respond to our chamber 
members who want infor­
mation from policy mak­
ers,” said Mary Engel- 
man, executive direc­
tor of the Greater Farm­
ington Area Chamber of 
Commerce. “Our cham­
bers have a great part­
nership and that enables 
us to bring these types 
of programs to our mem­
bers.”

West and Engelman 
added both chambers are 
nonpartisan organiza-

CANTON CINEMA

JJALITY
Ticket Kiosk & Tickets Online 

7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - 3 4 5 6

EATERS 1 Mile West of IKEA
GQTI.com and on Facebook

DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL
$5 .0 0  to $6 .2 5  

ALL SEATSEXCEPT ADULT EVENING not valid lor Falhom Events or Digital 3D
SHOWUMES 2/24 - 3/1 O  No pants 

TITUS AMD TIMES SUBJECT TO CHAMBE
METROPOLITAN OPERA: ERNANI 

LIVE SAT. 2/25 12:55 PM

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER S 
LOVE NEVER DIES 

TUE. 2/28 - 7:30 PM

O ACT OF VALOR (R)
11:20,1:50,4:20,7:05,9:35 
FRI/SAT LS 12:00 
O  GOOD DEEDS (PG-13)
11:10,1:40, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 
FRI/SAT LS 11:55 
O GONE (PG-13)
12:15,2:40,5:05, 7:25,9:40 
FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
O THIS MEANS WAR (PG-13)
11:50,2:20,4:50,7:10, 9:20 
FRI/SAT LS 11:35 
SAFE HOUSE (R)
FRI, SUN-MON, WED 11:30, 2:00,
4:35,7:15,9:45
SAT 7:15, 9:45
TUE 11:30, 2:00, 4:35
30 STAR WARS: EPISODE I THE
PHANTOM MENACE (PG)
S2.SC PREMIUM PER 30 TICKET
12:35,6:45
30 JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS
ISLAND (PG) $2.50 PREMIUM PER SO TICKET
2:10,4:40,9:15 FRI/SAT LS 11:25 
JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS 
ISLAND (PG) 11:45,6:55 
CHRONICLE (PG-13)
2:30, 4:45, 9:50 FRI/SAT LS 11:50

tions that promote their 
business communities. 
They said they plan to 
send an invitation to the 
White House welcoming 
President Barack Obama 
to speak at a joint lun­
cheon for the two cham­
bers.

Tom Stroup, chair of the 
11th Congressional Dis­
trict Republicans, was 
asked for his thoughts 
on Livonia taking center 
stage with the Romney 
appearance at the cham­
ber last week, the Rom­
ney headquarters open­
ing in Livonia and San­
torum’s appearance on 
Monday.

“I love it,” Stroup said. 
“I love the attention. Livo­
nia is one of the largest 
communities in the dis­
trict, it has a vibrant busi­
ness community and a 
vibrant Chamber of Com­
merce.”

Stroup called Livo­
nia a Republican com­
munity, naming May­
or Jack Kirksey and 
state Rep. John Walsh as 
prominent elected offi­
cials. “The (presiden­
tial) candidates are real­
izing that Livonia has a 
central geographic loca­
tion,” Stroup said. The 
committee itself has not 
endorsed a candidate, 
Stroup said, but mem­
bers are encouraged to 
endorse if they strongly 
support someone. Stroup 
has endorsed Romney.

Seats for the Santo­
rum event will be $25 for 
chamber members and 
$40 for nonmembers. 
Corporate tables of 10 
will cost $250 for mem­
bers and $400 for non­
members. Proceeds from 
the event benefit the 
chambers.

The Livonia Chamber 
can be reached by calling 
(734) 427-2122 or sending 
an e-mail to Laura Sweeney 
at Sweeney@livoniaorg.

F < I < S < H < E < R
F U N E R A L  H O M E

( ^ C R E M A T I O N  S E R V I C E S

Family Owned and Operated Since 1955

M i c h a e l  j . f i s h e r
Owner

C o m p a s s io n a te  
A JJortlab le  

C a r in g

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
WITH BURIAL

includes metal casket, outer burial 
container, viewing & service

$2895
BASIC CREM ATION

includes cremation process 
and county permit

$695*
<$200 ad d itio na l fo r M em o ria l Serv ice s

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
WITH CREMATION
includes casket facade, -viewing & service

$2195 §

Traditional funerals & alternatives 
tailored for any budget

24501 Five Mile Road • Redford
(Between Beech Daly and Telegraph)

313.535.3030
www.fisherfuneral.net

F e b r u a r y  F a v o r i t e s  S a l e !
s a v e  ALEX. ScNeich(§)

Rauensburger

OMOOOSOfTop ,foro„;'
Name Toysi

Sale Info & Details At DollHospital.com MJM(t
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115Mon-Sal10-5:30,Thu 10-8:30 IS 2 i

w
FlREKEEFERS
CASINO • BATTLE CREEK

FireKeepers Casino
Battle Creek, Michigan

DAY TRIP
Sun., March 18,2012

Cost: $ 3 5  per person
Includes round trip transportation by 
deluxe motor coach
Receive: Casino package valued at $ 2 5  
Includes $20 game credits & $5 food coupon 
‘Casino times 10:30 am - 3:30 pm* 
Depart: Garden City - Kmart 8 am 

Livonia - Target 8:20 am
Lots of fun on FREE Bingo & snacks

Reservations required...call: 1 - 8 8 8 - 3 9 6 - 9 5 8 0

V.
North Country Tours L.L.C. • Lake City, Ml 49651 
___________www.nctbus.com

A rts  g ro u p  n a b s  King a s  h e a d lin e r
B y  B ra d  K a d r ic h
Observer Staff Writer

• Jill Engel spent a lot of 
time trying to figure out 
what sorts of acts would 
make the best draws 
for fundraisers she’s 
planning for the Canton 
Partnership for the Arts 
& Humanities.

But seeing the reac­
tion of a nearly full 
house for Steve King’s 
Valentine’s performance 
at the Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill, where 
Steve King and the Dit- 
tilies were the headlin­
er for the Partnership’s 
Feb. 10 fundraiser, set­
tled that question.

Engel and King quick­
ly reached agreement 
for King to become the 
featured act for the 
Partnership’s spring 
fundraiser on an annu­
al basis.

While the event raised 
nearly $8,700 for the 
Partnership, Engel was 
far more impressed 
by the reaction of the 
300-plus-person crowd, 
which came from all 
over metro Detroit to 
see King. Engel said 
they came from Plym­
outh, Canton, Livonia 
and surrounding west­
ern Wayne County com­
munities, but also from 
places such as New Bos­
ton and Royal Oak.

“It was amazing to me 
leaving the theater that

C a n to n  P a rtn e rsh ip  fo r  th e  A rts  & H u m a n itie s  E x e cu tiv e  D irecto r Jill Eng e l w ith  S teve  
K in g , he  o f "S te v e  K ing  an d  th e  D ittilies"  fa m e .

night,” said Engel, the 
Partnership’s execu­
tive director. “We had a 
group of 25- to 80-some­
things and every single 
one of them just raved 
about the show.”

Once inside, the crowd 
enjoyed the rock music 
from the 1930s through 
the current era the Dit­
tilies have become 
known for playing.
The set list also includ­
ed songs that show 
the depth of the band 
and “showy stuff” that 
brings horns front and 
center.

King said the combi­
nation of the venue and 
the chance to promote

the arts made the pair­
ing a natural.

“The venue is phenom­
enal, it’s incredible... As 
a performer, having a 
nice place to perform is 
huge,” King said. “Sec­
ondly, I’ve always been 
a proponent of the arts. 
It’s so important, any­
thing I can do to help is 
great.”

At the Valentine’s per­
formance, people were 
dancing in their seats, 
dancing in the aisles — 
King even invited some 
of them onto the stage.

“When you have peo­
ple travel 45 minutes 
to see him, that’s amaz­
ing,” Engel said. “He’s

a big promoter of the 
arts.”

Engel also likes King’s 
stage presence. In addi­
tion to singing “Hap­
py Birthday” to Engel, 
who emceed the show, 
King made it a point to 
bring the Forever After 
Productions youngsters 
back out on stage, and 
he honored a veteran 
who was in the audience 
that night.

“He’s not all about just 
‘Steve King and the Dit­
tilies,”’ Engel said. “He 
connects with the audi­
ence.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(313) 222-8899

1 Metal Sale
C H O O S E  FROM  
M ET A L  W A L L  D E C O R  
& F U N C T IO N A L  & 
D E C O R A T IV E  M ET A L  
A C C ES SO R IES  

A LS O  IN C LU D E S  
F L O R A L  M ETA L 
C O N T A IN E R S  

DOES NOT INCLUDE 
FURNITURE

Home Accents
Categories Listed <4Categories Listed

DOES NOT INCLUDE SEASONAL

• Wood Sale
C H O O S E  FRO M  W O O D  W A L L  D E C O R  & 
F IN IS H ED  D E C O R A T IV E  W O O D  A C C ES SO R IES  

DOES NOT INCLUDE FURNITURE 
UNFINISHED CRAFT WOOD

50* OFF
iO R IE S  /  r r ~

• All Wicker, Decorative 
Boxes & Storage
DOES NOT INCLUDE LARGE TRUNKS & 
CRAFT & SCRAPBOOKING STORAGE

Glass Sale
A LS O  IN C LU D ES  GLASS 
D EPA R TM EN T , FLO R A L 
GLASS VASES & C R A FT  
GLASS C O N T A IN E R S

DOES N OT INCLUDE 
STAINED GLASS

Men’s Metal 
& Wood 
Decor

■ Trays, 
Coasters & 
Placemats

1 Decorative 
Vegetable & Fruit 
Filled Bottles

Decorative Crosses 
Knobs, Drawer Pulls & Handles
A L W A Y S  50% O FF  T H E  M A R K ED  P R IC E

Candle Holders w a l l  & t a b l e

ST. PA TR IC K ’S DAY, EA STER , “T H E  SPRING SH O P” & SUMMER! ITEM S ARE N O T  IN CLU D ED  IN SA LE  U N LESS SP EC IFIED

‘ All Easter
Seasonal Items

40*0FF
DOES NOT INCLUDE BASKETS WITH CANDY, CANDY WILTON A FABRIC

• Plush Animals
• Home Decor
• Party Supplies
• Baskets
• Plastic Eggs
• Crafts & More

All Items Labeled

30* OFF
• Garden 

Mobiles
• Statuary

• Bird Feeders
• Decorative Garden Planters
• Nylon Flass & Wind Socks

• Garden Wall Decor & More

• Shepherd 
Hooks

• Gazins Balls

All Items Labeled

SuM ftfElfi
30* OFF

■ Summer Crafts 
• VBS Crafts

Garland, 
Swags, 
Wreaths & 
Teardrops

■ Floral 
Arransements 

Catesories Listed rcwewng*DOES NOT NOUDE SEASONAL GREENERYDOES NOT INCLUDE CUSTOM DESIGNS A POTTED TREES ^

Floral
LAAJ nu I nuuuc ac/uisrw.

50*OFF
Furniture
A & M f t  M a r l e d ...

30% OFF
I t

Wedding
SaleAll Items Labeled His ft Hers

CHOOSE FROM 
INVITATIONS, 
TOASTING GLASSES, 
RING PILLOWS. CAKE 
TOPPERS A MORE

> Ribbon & Trims 
By The Roll
ALSO INCLUDES RIBBON. 
TULLE A DECO MESH IN 
OUR WEDDING. FLORAL A FABRIC DEPARTMENTS 
DOES NOT INCLUDE RIBBON. TRIM A TULLE 
SOLD BY THE YARD

St
Patricks

• Decorations
• Party Supplies
• Crafts & More!

30*0FF
* # 4

Needleart

Custom Frames
A L W A Y S  50% O F  T H E  M A R K ED  P R IC E  
APPUES TO FRAME ONLY

Framing
Categories Listed

50*0FF
• Collage Frames

A LS O  IN C LU D E S  
D E C O R A T IV E  M EM O 
B O A R D S , C H A L K  B O A R D S  
& C O R K  B O A R D S  T H A T  
A R E  $19.99 & H IG H ER

• Photo Frames
C H O O S E  FR O M  O U R  
E N T IR E  S E L E C T IO N  
O F  B A S IC  & FA SH IO N  
T A B L E T O P  FRAM ES.
A L S O  IN C LU D E S  
W O O D E N  P H O T O  
S T O R A G E .

A L W A Y S  50% O f f  
T H E  M A R K ED  P R IC E

• Wall Frames
C H O O S E  FRO M  P O S T E R  
D O C U M E N T  & P O R T R A IT  
FRAM ES W IT H  G LA SS

the Paper Studio* 
and Stampabilities*

Scrapbook 
Blow-Out Sale
40sOFF

Savings throughout 
the department!

OVER 4000 PRODUCTS TO CHOOSE FROM! 
the Paper Studio* ft Stampabilities* brand

P A P ER  STICK ER S. ALBUM S, STAMPS & A CCESSO RIES. 
EM BELUSHM ENTS, T O T E S  & O R G A N IZER S . 

T O O LS  & M AN Y M ORE C A TEG O R IES

Jewelry Making
Categories listed

50* OFF
Explorer
by Traditions
PENDANTS,
BEADS & FILIGREES 
INSPIRED BY 
W O R LD  TRAVELS

• Plastic & Acrylic 
Beads & Gemsby In Bloom,Bead Design Co..The Beadery ft Treehouse Studio
PACKA G ED & I LB. TUBS

■ Coats Classic 
Crochet Thread

2.22

po fy fa
' 100* Polyester 

Flberfill
with Stuffing Tool
2.991,01

• I Love This Yarn!

3.66s*701
> Needleart KitsCHOOSE FROM COUNTED,BABY, CHILDRENS. LATCH HOOK ft STAMPED
30% OFFITEMS $5.99 & UP

Crafting
Categories Listed

30*0FF
Pre-Cut 
Stained Glass
S IN G LE SHEETS O N LY

Krylon Spray Paint
Crayola Brand 
Produds

• Packaged 
Craft Feathers

• Unfinished 
Paper Macht

• Unfinished 
Wooden 
Letters & 
Numbers

Master’s Touch® 
Artist Acrylic 
Tube Paints
3.57

• Art Pads & 
Sketch Books
40% OFF

Art Supplies
■ Master’s Touch*
Single Art Brushes
50% OFF

1 Promotional 2 Pack Canvas8x10 11x14 16x20
3.99 5.99 7.99

1 Sargent Art Tempera Paints
1.27 “oi

• Czech 
Glass 
Beads

> Duck Cloth 
Canvas
PRINTS & SOLIDS

30s OFF

CH O O SE FROM 
SEED, BUGLE, 
FACETED  &
M IXED BEADS 
FROM TH E 
C Z E C H  REPUBLIC

Home Decor 
Fabric
CHO OSE FROM PRINTS, 
SOUDS & SHEERS 

ALW AYS

30% OFF
TH E M ARKED PRICE

Fashion Fabric
• Calico Prints & Solids

ALSO INCLUDES APPAREL PRINTS

ALW A YS 3 0 ' OFF
TH E M ARKED PRICE

1 Ribbon, Trim 
& Tulle SpoolsDOES NOT INCLUDE RIBBON.TRIM 4 TULLE SOLO BY THE YARD
50%0FF

1 Sew-ology 
Sewing 
Notions
50% OFF

> Fleece
CHO O SE FROM 
PRINTS.
SOLIDS &
MICROFIBER

ALW AYS

30% OFF
TH E M ARKED PRICE

PRICES GOOD IN STORES ONLY FEBRUAAY 27 THROUGH MARCH 3. 2012

a B

STORE HOURS: 9-8 MONDAY-SATURDAY • CLOSED SUNDAY

C a n t o n
F o r d  R o a d  a t  Li I lay , w e e t  o f  Ik e a

7 3 4 - 9 3 3 - 9 1 4 2

4 0 %o ff
A “"9ft a* of fib* o r “£«»*> prta ---i

www.hobbylobby.com [ ------ — Vtlut 1 /lor'° '°y*rdl'l,n9ft cmSubscribe for Weekly E-Mail Specials Become a Fan on Facebook Follow @hobbylobbystore on Twitter

http://www.fisherfuneral.net
http://www.nctbus.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.hobbylobby.com
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Arts council hosts open exhibit
The Plymouth Com­

munity Arts Council 
announces a “Call For 
Artists” to submit work 
for its April exhibit, 
“About Face.”

The juried exhibit is 
open to artists 18 and old­
er who have created two 
dimensional artwork that 
focuses on the human 
face.

The exhibit will run 
April 4-26.

Artwork may be sub­
mitted in all two dimen­
sional media. There will 
be a $15 fee for up to two 
accepted entries per art­
ist. Artwork must be 
framed and ready for

hanging, and of a reason­
able size not to exceed 
60” in any dimension.

The artist’s name, con­
tact information, media, 
and price must be clear­
ly marked on the back.
A copy of the entry form 
must accompany each 
piece. Entry forms will be 
available at drop-off, or 
artists can download one 
from the PCAC website, 
www.plymoutharts.com.

The show will be juried, 
with final show selections 
made by the PCAC Exhib­
it Committee.

• Monday, April 2,9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop-off 
artwork at PCAC for

exhibit consideration.
• Tuesday, April 3, 

“About Face” exhibit 
installation.

• Wednesday, April 4, 
exhibit opens to the public.

• Saturday, April 14, 
Artists Reception, 3-5 
p.m., refreshments will 
be served. All are wel­
come.

Artwork is to be picked 
up on April 30, between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m.

The Plymouth Commu­
nity Arts Council is locat­
ed at 774 N. Sheldon in 
Plymouth. For more infor­
mation, call Jeff Burda, 
(734) 4164278 or e-mail 
jeff@plymoutharts.com.

Our specially trained service 
technicians are available to handle 
your appliance repair needs whether 
in or out of warranty.
Our complete Parts Department 
features thousands of appliance 
parts in stock for our repair & 
replacement needs.
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■ I n - R e f r i g e r a t o r .  ■ 
W a t e r  F i l t e r

|  [ s e r v i c e  c a l l  |  |  $ 5 .0 0  OFF' |
: ^  With coupon • Expires 3-31-12 With coupon • Expires 3-31-12

OE08768455

O n e  I n - H o m e  
S e r v i c e  C a l l

j t ^ B i MADE IN THE USA

I

I  
I

A m  a n  a
Servicing llvo rtia  Situ* 1963 .

15210 Middlebelt • South of 5 Mile • Livonia • 734.425.5040J

*Bill & Rod's
„  A P P L IA N C E  IN C .

G n a C ity  fa c t o r y  T ra in e d  T ech n ic ia n s

WINTER
SPECIAL

For Youth Development 
For Healthy Living 
For Social Responsibility

Joining Fee
for all 12 month 

memberships
during the month 

of February

Winter II Session:
Starts Week of February 27th
- Swim Lessons - Soccer Leagues
- Martial Arts - Preschool Sport
- Tennis (Starting at 3
- Gymnastics years old)

Offer valid at Livonia Family YMCA only. Savings depend on membership type. Offer valid with 12-month agreement only.

14255 Stark Road • Livonia 
www.ymcadetroit.org 734-261-2161

it % ** v l
Follow us on Facebook ~ Livonia Family YMCA

Barefoot Productions presents 'Rimers of Eldritch,' by Pulitzer-Prize-Winning playwright 
Lanford Wilson, to be staged March 2-3 and March 9-10 at 8 p.m., with additional perfor­
mances March 4 and March 11 at 2 p.m.

Barefoot stages  
aw ard-w inning play

Plymouth’s Barefoot 
Productions will pres­
ent the award winning 
play, Rimers of Eldritch, 
by Pulitzer-Prize-Winning 
playwright Lanford Wil­
son, to be staged March 
2-3 and March 9-10 at 8 
p.m., with additional per­
formances March 4 and 
March 11 at 2 p.m.

Set in the dried up min­
ing town of Eldritch, 
somewhere in the mid­
west, Rimers is the sto­
ry of a community torn 
apart by scandal when a 
reclusive hermit is mur­
dered by a townswom­
an who believed she was 
preventing a crime.

Throughout the murder

trial, presided over by 
the town preacher, Wil­
son examines the poten­
tial for prejudice and cru­
elty among the members 
of a small community.
The citizens’ false moral­
ity becomes blatantly evi­
dent as the trial shines a 
light on the desperation 
and intolerance of a small 
town in Bible-Belt Amer­
ica.

Rimers of Eldritch is co­
directed by Craig Hane, 
Nathan Corliss, and Ann 
Cahalan.

The cast includes; Bet­
ty Berryman (Canton), 
Lauren Berryman (Farm­
ington Hills), Ethan 
McIntyre (Livonia), Kar­

en Curtsinger (Canton), 
Mike Van Dusen (Ann 
Arbor), Christine Dou- 
lette (Plymouth), Beth 
Duey (Northville), Col­
lette Cullen (Dearborn), 
Sean Randolph (Can­
ton), David Fedewa 
(Plymouth), Laena Brad­
ley (Livonia), Christine 
Steves (Woodhaven), 
Matthew Williams (Can­
ton), Eric Bloch (Ann 
Arbor), Jamie Arindae- 
ng (Wolverine Lake), 
Denene Pollock (Ypsi- 
lanti) and Eric Corliss 
(Westland).

Barefoot Productions is 
located at 240 North Main 
Street in Plymouth. Call 
(734) 560-1493 for tickets.

P L Y M O U T H - C A N T O N
I M U S I C  

B O O S T E R S

ARTS 8.
ENSEMBLE

O v e r  1 0 0  u n i q u e  e x h i b i t o r s !

i

Saturday, M arch 10th  
9:00  am to  4 :0 0  pm

P ly m o u th  H ig h  S c h o o l  

8 4 0 0  B e c k  Rd . C a n to n , M I 4 8 1 8 7

E n t e r t a i n m e n t , R a f f l e ,  D o o r  P r iz e s , a n d  B a k e  S a le

Admission: $2.00

C h ild r e n  1 2  a n d  u n d e r  a r e  f r e e  ~  S tr o lle r s  W e lc o m e

ho m e to w n life .co m

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c

H o m e t o w n
W E E K L I E S

A CAKMCTT COMPANY

Check u§ out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

http://www.plymoutharts.com
mailto:jeff@plymoutharts.com
http://www.ymcadetroit.org
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Village Theater hosts joint exhibit
The Village Theater 

at Cherry Hill pres­
ents the artwork of Ann 
Loveland alongside the 
poems of Lianne Spidel 
in a special exhibition 
at the Gallery@VT from 
March 1-27.

These talented artists 
first met in an art class 
at Redford High School 
in Detroit, when they 
were then known as Ann 
Brashear and Lianne 
Valleau. Together these 
artists eventually 
attended the Wittenberg 
University in Ohio — 
Loveland as a Fine Arts 
major and Spidel as an 
English major. Both 
went on to teach and 
raise families, Loveland 
in Michigan and Spidel 
in Michigan and Ohio — 
all while continuing to 
share a friendship and 
their artistic endeavors.

The Village Theater at Cherry Hill presents the artwork of 
Ann Loveland alongside the poems of Lianne Spidel in a 
special exhibition at the Gallery@VT from March 1-27.

In 2006 with the help 
of Ralph Pedersen, 
Loveland’s husband, this 
talented duo self-pub­
lished an Apple book, 
“Pairs,” linking still- 
life paintings and poems

mostly about people.
In the years since, they 
have continued to look 
for connections in their 
finished works, as well 
as to create watercol- 
ors based on poems

Chamber helping job 
seekers look their best

By Nathan Mueller
S ta ff W rite r

Novi Chamber of Com­
merce director Linda 
Daly said her members 
know the importance of 
first impressions during 
job interviews.

So for the 13th consec­
utive year, the chamber 
is hosting its Threads of 
Power Charity Breakfast 
at the Nordstrom Bis­
tro. At the event on Feb. 
29, the chamber will be 
collecting gently-used 
men’s and women’s busi­
ness attire to give to peo­
ple who are in the work­
force or reentering who 
don’t have appropriate 
clothing.

“It’s extremely impor­
tant,” Daly said. “The more

confident you feel about 
the way you look it will help 
you feel more confident in 
a job interview.”

Chamber members 
were able to fill a truck 
from Two Men And A 
Truck last year, and Daly 
hopes they can do the 
same again this year. The 
clothing will be donat­
ed to Church of the Holy 
Family and the Women’s 
Center of Southeastern 
Michigan.

This will be the third 
year the event is being 
hosted at the Nordstrom 
Bistro, and the public also 
is invited to attend. There 
also will be a men’s and 
women’s fashion presen­
tation by Nordstrom.

“As business owners, 
our members are excited

and very willing to help 
other people in the busi­
ness world,” Daly said. 
“The event is always well 
attended, and our mem­
bers feel good about help­
ing other people who are 
working.”

The event, which 
includes breakfast, starts 
at 8:30 a.m. on Feb. 29, 
and the cost is $15. Peo­
ple are asked to pre-reg­
ister online at www.nov- 
ichamber.com. The pre­
senting sponsors of the 
event are Telcom Credit 
Union, Twelve Oaks, Two 
Men And A Truck, David 
M. Shepherd MD PC Oph­
thalmology and Jennifer 
J. Shaba OD Optometry.

n m u e lle r0 g a n n e tt .c o m

(248) 437-2011, ext. 255

and write poems about 
paintings, beginning 
with “Daughters of 
Eve,” a popular water- 
color based on the poem 
of the same title.

This special exhibit, 
“Pairings” will match 
the watercolors of Love­
land’s one-artist exhib­
it with Spidel’s poems.
A chapbook of the same 
name is set to be pub­
lished in March 2012 
by Dos Madres Press 
of Ohio, including 14 
matched paintings and 
poems from the larger 
gallery exhibit.

Ann Loveland has 
exhibited locally, state­
wide and nationally. She 
has worked profession­
ally at the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Art Center, 
the Visual Arts Associa­

tion of Livonia, and for 
both the Livonia Public 
Schools and Farmington 
Public Schools. Love­
land’s watercolor, “The­
ories,” was the 2010 
Best in Show Winner 
in the Canton Fine Arts 
Annual Exhibition. For 
more information about 
Ann Loveland’s works, 
please visit www.ann- 
loveland.com.

Lianne Spidel’s newly 
published manuscript, 
“What to Tell Joseme,” 
is a memoir in poems 
featuring three themes: 
“Old Snapshots,” 
“Everyone Gets Dis­
placed,” and “Who’s to 
Say You’re Nowhere?” 
Showcased on the book’s 
front cover is a water- 
color entitled “The 
Breakfast Table” paint­

ed by Ann Loveland.
In addition to Spidel’s 
recent manuscript, she 
has published over two 
hundred poems and the 
chapbook “Chrome.”

This exhibition will be 
on display Monday-Fri- 
day, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
as well as during pub­
lic performances at 
the theater and also by 
appointment. The Gal- 
lery@VT is closed on 
holidays.

The Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill is locat­
ed at 50400 Cherry Hill 
in Canton. For more 
information about this 
or other exhibitions at 
The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill, please vis­
it www.cantonvillage- 
theater.org or call (734) 
394-5300.

S T . M A R Y  M E R C Y  
W  L I V O N I A

S a in t  J o s e p h  M e r c y  H ea lth  S y s t e m

Th e  C e n te r  for 
Jo in t  R e p la c e m e n t

Re-Discover Freedom
Learn more at our

FREE Education Seminar
6 to 8 p.m.

St. Mary Mercy Livonia 

Thursday, March 22, Classroom 10 
Wednesday, April 25, Classroom 10

To register call 734-655-2345 
stmarymercy.org

Are you living in pain?
Now is the time to 

Rediscover your mobility.
The Center for Joint Replacement at 

St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a comprehensive 
team approach which results in shorter 
hospital stays, better pain management 

and faster recovery.
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W a l t o n w o o d  S e n i o r  L i v i n g

B e c a u s e  y o u  d e s e r v e  a  c a r e f r e e  r e t i r e m e n t

R e s id e n ts  e n jo y  th e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  th e y  d e s ir e  w i th  th e  s u p p o r t  th e y  n e e d .

Spacious apartments • Housekeeping &  maintenance • Delicious, home-cooked meals • Activities and transportation 
Personal care services delivered by our own Licensed Assisted Living caregivers • Pet friendly

' “  " iV i"

T w o  l o c a t i o n s  i n  C a n t o n .  C a l l  a n d  s c h e d u l e  y o u r  
p e r s o n a l  t o u r  t o d a y .

W a lto n w g d d
Redefining Retirement Living*

C a r r ia g e  P a r k
Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living

( 7 3 4 )  3 3 5 - 0 9 4 7

2250 N Canton Center Road

C h e r r y  H i l l
Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care

( 7 3 4 )  3 3 5 - 1 4 5 9

42600 Cherry Hill
OE08767277 ■

www.Waltonwood.com

»

http://www.nov-ichamber.com
http://www.nov-ichamber.com
http://www.ann-loveland.com
http://www.ann-loveland.com
http://www.cantonvillage-theater.org
http://www.cantonvillage-theater.org
http://www.Waltonwood.com
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McCotter: Michigan vote
By Ken Abramczyk

O b se rve r  S ta ff W rite r

U.S. Rep. Thadde- 
us McCotter, R-Livonia, 
believes the presidential 
race is still up for grabs 
in the primary election 
for the Republicans on 
TUesday and the general 
election in November.

McCotter, who spoke 
before the Livonia Cham­
ber of Commerce at a 
breakfast on Friday, said 
the voter support of the 
Republican candidates is 
“volatile.”

“It will be through the 
primary, and the general 
for both parties,” he said.

McCotter, who endorsed 
former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney after 
McCotter withdrew from 
the race last year, said 
35 percent of voters will 
decide on their choic­
es in the primary 24 to 
48 hours before casting 
their ballots, a statistic he 
cited from a recent Ras­
mussen poll.

“I take that as a healthy 
sign of our democracy,” 
McCotter said. “We have 
to take the time to make 
the right choice, Vot­
ers are taking the time to 
make the right decision.”

Supports Rom ney
He supports Romney 

because of his business 
background, but believes 
that the eventual nominee 
needs to win Michigan 
in November. “Whether 
it’s Romney or Santorum, 
losing our state would be

B ILL  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R  

McCotter talks about the Simpson-Bowles debt commission.

a great blow to whoever 
that falls upon,” he said.

McCotter took ques­
tions from the audi­
ence, telling them it is 
part of his job to find out 
the issues and concerns 
that are on constituents’ 
minds.

He was asked about his 
thoughts on the Simp­
son-Bowles debt com­
mission. McCotter said 
there was a “fundamen­
tal disconnect” between 
the realities of a 21st Cen­
tury, that is the consum­
er-driven global econo­
my of today, and contin­
ued reliance on govern­
mental spending and pro­
grams, first started in the 
Great Society programs 
of the 1960s.

“How do you get a citi­
zen-driven government?”

N otice  o f P u b lic  S ale  o f L ien ed  P ro p e r ty
Notice is hereby given that a closed bid sale will be held 
on March 8th, 2012, 1:00 PM at 40671 Joy Road Canton, 
MI. 48187 County of Wayne. AMERICA’S BUDGET 
STORAGE will sell to satisfy the lien on property stored 
at 40671 Joy Rd Canton MI 48187, by the following 
persons. The inventories listed below were notated by the 
tenants at the time of rental. AMERICA’S BUDGET 
STORAGE makes no representation or warranty that 
the units contain said inventories. Unit E20 Cosey, 
Household Goods: Unit J19, Nash Household Goods: Unit 
K20 Garrison, Household Goods: Unit All Healy,
Household Goods: Unit J32 King, Household Goods: 
Units H30, 111, 128 Brant, Household Goods: Unit G05 
Didario, Household Goods: Unit K09 Ray, Household 
Goods.
Publish: February 19 & 26, 2012 OE087688O5_2x2.5

ZONING BOARD OF A PPEALS 
M EETING NOTICE 

CITY OF PLYMOUTH, M ICHIGAN 
(734) 453-1234

A regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals will be 
held on Thursday, March 1, 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Commission Chambers of the City Hall, 201 S. Main 

Street, Plymouth, MI, to consider the following:
Z 12-02 792 S. Harvey

Non-Use Variance Requested 
Garage Side Yard Setback 
Zoned: R-l, Single Family Residential 
Applicant: Tim Krause

All interested persons are invited to attend.
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
the City of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the 
hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials 
being considered at the meeting/hearing, to individuals 
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services 
may be made by writing or calling the following:

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street

Plymouth, MI 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 206
Publish: February 26, 2012 OE08769273 - 2x4

McCotter said. “You will 
have a fundamental dis­
connect. How will you 
grow wealth and prosper­
ity? You can’t.

“To try and pump up 
a welfare state, it won’t 
work just as it didn’t in 
Greece. As long as we 
continue, it won’t work.
It hasn’t worked and it 
won’t work.” McCot­
ter spoke about restruc­
turing government, but 
doing it “responsibly.”

Syria a 'difficult 
situation'

McCotter called Syr­
ia a “difficult situation” 
for the United States, say­
ing he is concerned with 
not only the American 
response to Syrian Pres­
ident Bashar al-Assad’s 
crackdown and killings 
of civilians and anti-gov­
ernment protesters, but 
with whoever may suc­

ceed him. The U.S. much 
be careful in dealing with 
Syria, McCotter said.

“It would be differ­
ent if we supported the 
Green Revolution in Iran,” 
McCotter said in reference 
to the protests and the dis­
puted election nearly three 
years ago of Iranian Presi­
dent Mahmoud Ahmadine- 
jad and that nation’s citi­
zenry’s struggle for free­
dom and liberty.

He compared the sit­
uation to the U.S. sup­
port years ago of other 
opposition leaders, such 
as Poland’s Lech Wale­
sa and Vaclav Havel, 
the first president of the 
Czech Republic, in rid­
ding those countries of 
oppressive regimes. Syr­
ia and Iran have similar 
self-defense treaties with 
China and Russia, similar 
to what communist Rus­
sia and fascist Germany 
had in the 1930s. McCot-

P ly m o u th -C a n to n  C o m m u n ity  Schools
Technology Departm ent 
1036 S. Haggerty Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
Telephone: 734-416-2711

ADVERTISEM ENT FO R  BID

RFP-USF FORM 470/FY2012 -  The Board of
Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
will accept bids for Internal Connections services for 
FY2012 of the Universal Services Fund (USF) E-rate 
Program. Specifications are available from the following 
web Site: triple-r.us/erate/RFP2-PCCSFY12.pdf. You
may also obtain a copy of the RFP at the Truesdell 
Building 1036 S Haggerty Rd, Canton, MI 48188. All 
questions regarding this RFP should be directed to 
James Casteel at 734-416.2708. RFP’s will be received 
in the Technology Department until 2:00P.M. on March 
1, 2012. The Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
Board of Education reserves the right to reject or decline 
all bids.

Statement of Assurance of Compliance 
with Federal Law

I t is the policy o f the Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools not to discriminate on the basis o f race, color, 
national origin, age, gender, height, weight, disability, 
religion or m arital status in any o f its programs, 
activities or employment.

Address Inquiries To:
James Casteel, Director of Technology
Truesdell Building
1036 S. Haggerty Road
Canton, MI 48188
734-416-2708
Website: Http://tech.pccs.k12 mi ns

Interpreter services available upon request to Technology 
Dept, 734-416-2708

Publish: February 19, 23 & 26, 2012
OE08768639 - 2x6

is ‘volatile’
ter cited the opposition of 
China and Russia to eco­
nomic sanctions with Iran 
supported by the U.S. and 
other nations.

“They believe the more 
Iran messes with the 
United States, the better 
off they are,” he said of 
Russia and China. “The 
danger is that Iran can 
create an umbrella of ter­
ror that is not in their 
best interest, either.”

Any decision by Iran to 
try to close the Straits of 
Hormuz would not be in 
their best interest, and 
McCotter believed that 
American allies “would 
make sure they are 
open.”

Increased taxes  
a drain

On the domestic front, 
McCotter also reiterated 
his stance that increased 
taxes will be a drain on 
the American economy. 
“My approach is broad- 
based tax relief. Let the 
workers see the fruits 
of their labor and the 
growth of the economy,”

In the final analysis, 
unemployment still hov­
ers at 8 to 9 percent, 
and any continued cred­
it crunch for businesses 
and residents will lead to 
periods of stagnation and 
unemployment, McCot­
ter said. “You’re not see­
ing economic growth; 
you’re seeing it sputter,” 
he added.

McCotter voted against 
extending the payroll tax 
cut extension, calling it a 
“Band-Aid,” adding that 
voters will be worse off 
because they are paying

interest on government 
programs, such as Social 
Security. “I’m not going 
to make you worse off,” 
McCotter said.

He reminded attend­
ees that they should vote 
in 2012 to determine what 
direction they wanted 
the country to go. “The 
only thing I worry about 
is in Washington, a lot of 
uncertainty will not dis­
appear in the long term.”

The fate of the country 
“is in the best place; it’s 
in your hands,” McCot­
ter said.

Reaction
Livonia Chamber mem­

ber Charlie Mahoney, 
chair of the Board of 
Michigan Works, said 
afterward that McCot­
ter “expressed some deep 
thinking we all need to 
do.

“We has an outlook that 
we need to believe and 
look at the outlook he has, 
He has expressed open­
ly the questions he has 
on the issues,” Mahoney 
said.

Peter Ventura, a com­
mercial real estate bro­
ker with Principal Asso­
ciates of Livonia, said 
McCotter focused on the 
economy, which obvi­
ously impacts Ventura’s 
occupation in real estate.

“We’re fortunate to 
have someone so thought­
ful and well-informed in 
our government,” Ven­
tura said. “If we were to 
model our government on 
what he said, we would be 
a lot better off today.”

k a b ram cz@ h o m e to w n life .co m  

(313) 222-2591

P ly m o u th -C a n to n  C om m u n ity  S chools
Technology D epartm ent 
1036 S. Haggerty Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
Telephone: 734-416-2711

ADVERTISEM ENT FO R  BID

RFP-USF FORM 470/FY2012 -  The Board of 
Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
will accept bids for telecommunication and Internet 
Access services for FY2012 of the Universal Services 
Fund (USF) E-rate Program. Specifications are 
available from the following web site: triple-r.us/erate/ 
RFP-PCCSFY12.pdf. You may also obtain a copy of the 
RFP at the Truesdell Building 1036 S Haggerty Rd, 
Canton, MI 48188. All questions regarding this RFP 
should be directed to James Casteel at 734-416.2708. 
RFFs will be received in the Technology Department 
until 2:00P.M. on February 28, 2012. The Plymouth- 
Canton Community Schools Board of Education reserves 
the right to reject or decline all bids.

Statement of Assurance of Compliance 
with Federal Law

I t  is the policy o f the Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools not to discrim inate on the basis o f race, color, 
national origin, age, gender, height, weight, disability, 
religion or m arital status in any o f its programs, 
activities or employment.

Address Inquiries To:
James Casteel, Director of Technology
Truesdell Building
1036 S. Haggerty Road
Canton, MI 48188
734-416-2708
Website: Http://tech.pccs.kl2.mi.us

Interpreter services available upon request to Technology 
Dept, 734-416-2708

Publish: February 19, 23 & 26, 2012 oeoereauo - 2x6

PLANNING COM M ISSION NOTICE 
CITY O F PLYMOUTH, M ICHIGAN 

CITY HALL, 201 S. MAIN 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2012 

7:00 PM  
(734) 453-1234

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be 
held on Wednesday, March 14, 2012 at 7:00 PM, in the 
Commission Chambers of the City Hall to consider the 
following:

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CONDITIONAL 
REZONING OF:
RZ 11-01 909 N. Sheldon Road

Current Zoning: 1-1, Light Industrial 
Proposed Zoning: B-3, General Business 
with conditions 
Applicant: Grand Sakwa

A complete copy of the re-zoning application and 
proposed conditions is available for review at the City 
Building Department and also at the City’s website: 
www.ci.nlvmouth.mi.us under document center, agenda 
packets.
Written comments will be received at the Building 
Department at any time during normal business hours.

All interested persons are invited to attend.
In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, 
the City of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the 
hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials 
being considered at the meeting/hearing, to individuals 
with disabilities. Requests for auxilihry aids or services 
may be made by writing or calling the following: 

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 206

Publish: February 26, 2012 OE08769272 - 2x5.5

ORDINANCE AD DRESSING FLO O D PLA IN  MANAGEMENT PR O V ISIO N S 
O F TH E STATE O F CO NSTRUCTION CODE

Community Name: City of Plymouth, Wayne County, Michigan

Ordinance #2012-03
An ordinance amendment to affirm an enforcing agency to discharge the responsibility of the City of Plymouth 

located in Wayne County, and to designate regulated flood hazard areas under the provisions of the State Construction 
Code Act, Act No. 230 of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended.

The City of Plymouth ordains:
Section 1. AGENCY DESIGNATED. Pursuant to the provisions of the state construction code, in accordance 

with Section 8b(6) of Act 230, of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended, the Building Official of the City of Plymouth is 
hereby designated as the enforcing agency to discharge the responsibility of the City of Plymouth under Act 230, of the 
Public Acts of 1972, as amended, State of Michigan. The City of Plymouth assumes responsibility for the administration 
and enforcement of said Act through out the corporate limits of the community adopting this ordinance.

Section 2. CODE APPENDIX ENFORCED. Pursuant to the provisions of the state construction code, in 
accordance with Section 8b(6) of Act 230, of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended, Appendix G of the Michigan Building 
Code shall be enforced by the enforcing agency within the City of Plymouth.

Section 3. DESIGNATION OF REGULATED FLOOD PRONE HAZARD AREAS. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Study (FIS) Entitled iWayne County, Michigan (All Jurisdictions)! and 
dated February 2, 2012 and the Flood Insurance Rate Map(s) (FIRMS) panel number(s) of 26163C; 0038E, 0039E, 0201E 
and 0202E dated February 2, 2012 are adopted by reference for the purposes of administration of the Michigan 
Construction Code, and declared to be a part of Section 1612.3 of the Michigan Building Code, and to provide the content 
of the iFlood Hazards! section of Table R301.2(l) of the Michigan Residential Code.

Section 4. REPEALS. All ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.
Section 5. PUBLICATION. This ordinance shall be effective after legal publication and in accordance with the 

provisions of the Act governing same.
Adopted this Twentieth day of February, 2012.

This ordinance duly adopted on February 20, 2012 at a regular meeting of the City of Plymouth, Michigan and will 
become effective February 26, 2012.

Signed on February 20, 2012 by

Linda J. Langmesser, Clerk of the City of Plymouth, Michigan \
Attested on February 20, 2012 by

Daniel Dwyer
Mayor of the City of Plymouth, Michigan

Publish: February 26, 2012 OE08769148 - 4x5.5 ♦
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Reverse mortgage can 
help with cash flow

By Rick Bloom
G u e st C o lu m n ist

Q: Dear Rick: I am a General 
Motors retiree. I’ve been 
retired for about 12 years. 
Between my pension and 
Social Security, it covers all my 
living expenses. In addition, 
when I pass away, my wife will 
continue to receive my pension. 
Friends told me that General 
Motors made an announcement 
that they will be ending 
pensions. Is that true? If it is 
and they do stop my pension,
I will be short of income. I 
do not have much money in 
savings or investments, but 
my house is paid off and is 
worth $200,000-$300,000.
If they take my pension away, 
probably my best alternative 
is to use my home equity 
loan to cover my expenses.
I have a home equity line of 
credit, but I have never used 
it. Any suggestions would be 
appreciated.

A: You are correct, 
General Motors is mov­
ing to terminate its pen­
sions. This is some­
thing that is happening 
across the country. Pen­
sions have become very 
expensive for corpora­
tions, so they have gone 
more with 401(k) plans 
as a substitute. Howev­
er, for someone like you 
who is already collecting 
a pension, there will be 
no change. Both you and 
your wife are protected.

Even though you are 
protected, I do want to 
discuss a different strate­
gy if it turns out you need 
additional income in the 
future. You mentioned 
that you have a home 
equity line of credit.

If your need for addi­
tional income is minor, 
then a home equity loan 
may be something to con­
sider. However, keep in

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

mind that 
the inter­
est rate 
on home 
equity 
loans is 
general­
ly adjust­
able, 
which 
means 
that when 
interest

rates rise, which they will 
in a couple of years, then 
your cost to borrow will 
be substantially higher.

Generally, if someone 
needs income on an ongo­
ing basis, a home equity 
line of credit is not some­
thing I recommend. In 
those situations, one thing 
to consider would be a 
reverse mortgage.

Access equity
A reverse mortgage 

allows you to access the 
equity in your home. When 
you obtain a reverse mort­
gage, unlike a home equity 
loan or a traditional mort­
gage, there are no month­
ly payments. The loan is 
not due until either the 
house is sold or you pass 
away. That is the beauty of 
a reverse mortgage. You 
do not have to make pay­
ments during your life­
time.

When you do a reverse 
mortgage, you either get 
a lump sum payment or a 
line of credit. Either way, 
you can access that mon­
ey and use it on an as- 
needed basis; at the same 
time, you do not have to 
make any payments.

The loan is not due until 
the house is sold or upon 
death. At that point in 
time, the proceeds from 
the sale are used to pay off 
the home equity loan. If 
for some reason the pro­

ceeds from the sale do not 
pay off the mortgage, it is 
the mortgage company’s 
loss. The risk that the pro­
ceeds would not cover the 
mortgage is solely borne 
by the mortgage company.

Not for everyone
While a reverse mort­

gage is a great tool that 
seniors can use, they are 
not for everyone, nor 
should they be used to 
make risky investments. 
A reverse mortgage is a 
great tool to cover addi­
tional living expenses or 
even to pay off an exist­
ing mortgage. In the past, 
I’ve also recommend­
ed reverse mortgages so 
grandparents can help 
their grandchildren with 
a college education.

Even though reverse 
mortgages are heavily reg­
ulated, whenever you’re 
dealing with something 
regarding your house, it is 
important to deal with repu­
table companies. One com­
pany that I recommend is 
1st Financial Reverse Mort­
gages (Michael Gruley), 1- 
800-720-7003; www.first- 
loans.net.

Don’t rush into a reverse 
mortgage, do your home­
work. However, for 
seniors who are in need of 
extra income or who want 
to pay off an existing out­
standing mortgage, it can 
be a great tool to increase 
the quality of life and, 
after all, isn’t that what 
it’s all about?

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. Observer & 
Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneymatters® 
hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit his website 
at www.bloomassetmanage- 
ment.com.

C IT Y  OF PLYMOUTH  

EX H IB IT  A

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS AND ELECTORS 
OF THE CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 

OF INTENT TO ISSUE BONDS 
AND THE RIGHT OF REFERENDUM RELATING THERETO

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE th a t the City of Plymouth, 
County of Wayne, S tate of Michigan (the iCityi), intends to issue and 
sell its refunding bonds pursuan t to Act 34, Public Acts of Michigan, 
2001, as amended, in an aggregate principal am ount of not to exceed 
Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000). The bonds 
are being issued for the purpose of paying all or p a rt of the cost of 
refunding certain outstanding W ater Supply and Sewage Disposal 
System Revenue Bonds of the City which were previously issued to 
pay the cost of acquiring and constructing w ater supply and sewage 
disposal system improvements. The bonds will be issued to refund the 
revenue bonds only if the City is able to realize debt service savings.

SOURCE OF PAYMENT OF BONDS

The principal of and in terest on said bonds shall be payable 
from and secured by the general funds of the City lawfully available 
for such purposes including property taxes levied w ithin applicable 
constitutional, statu tory  and charter tax  ra te  limitations. However, it 
is the in ten t of the City to pay the principal of and in terest on the 
bonds from revenues derived from the operation of the City’s w ater 
supply and sewage disposal system.

BOND DETAILS

SAID BONDS will be issued in one or more series, payable in 
annual installm ents not to exceed fifteen (15) in number, and will bear 
in terest a t the ra te  or rates to be determ ined a t public or private sale 
but in no event to exceed the maximum ra te  perm itted by law on the 
unpaid balance from tim e to tim e rem aining outstanding on said 
bonds.

RIGHT OF REFERENDUM

THE BONDS WILL BE ISSUED WITHOUT A VOTE OF THE 
ELECTORS UNLESS A PETITION REQUESTING SUCH A VOTE 
SIGNED BY NOT LESS THAN 10% OF THE REGISTERED 
ELECTORS RESIDING WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY 
IS FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK WITHIN FORTY-FIVE (45) 
DAYS AFTER PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. IF SUCH 
PETITION IS FILED, THE BONDS MAY NOT BE ISSUED 
WITHOUT AN APPROVING VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE 
QUALIFIED ELECTORS RESIDING WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES 
OF THE CITY VOTING THEREON.

THIS NOTICE is given pu rsuan t to the requirem ents of 
Section 517, Act 34, Public Acts of Michigan 2001, as amended.

Publish: February 26, 2012

Linda Langmesser 
City Clerk 
City of Plymouth
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WE NEED ^ 
USED CARS!

G e t  M o r e  M o n e y  F o r  
Y o u r  1T r a d e - i n !

2 0 1 2  F I E S T A  S E 2 0 1 2  F O C U S  S E 2012 ESCAPE LIMITED
A u t o m a tic , L e a t h e r , S y n c , 

M o o n r o o f, R e a r  C a m e r a
L e a t h e r , M o o n r o o f , S y n c , 

R e a r  C a m e r a
A u t o m a tic , S y n c A u to m a tic .

Buy for $ 1 6 , 3 8 7 Buy for $ 2 2 , 4 8 4 Buy for $ 2 3 , 7 5 9

■ ■ ■ ■

2 0 1 2  E X P L O R E R 2 0 1 2  F - 1 5 0  
S U P E R C A B  X L T

4 x 4 , S y n c , T o w  P k g , C h r o m e  P k g ,

m m  e m  s te a m !

2 0 1 0  F O R D  
F O C U S

S13,299

S y n c , S ir iu s  R a d io S ir iu s  R a d io .

Buy for $ 2 4 , 9 4 7
Rebates Up To $ 5 , 7 5 0

' A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit.'*A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to dealer. May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees.

V
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http://www.first-loans.net
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The referendum on Tuesdays ballot for a millage increase 
to help maintain Plymouth’s fire and em ergency m edical 
service is not the one proposed by the firefighters and the 

Citizen Action Group that supports our com m itm ent to 
protecting our neighbors.

We called for a 1 m ill increase for five years, a far superior 
approach than the Trustees’ proposal to hire a private 
ambulance firm for $1.6 m illion to “provide” em ergency  

services and hire paid, on-call firefighters w ho are not 

required to hold a state paramedic license and w hose  
15-m inute response tim es w ould be nearly four tim es the 
standard our firefighters/EMS paramedics currently achieve.

Worse yet, the current tax proposal on Tuesday’s ballot is 
open-ended, instead o f  being lim ited to five years, as the 
Citizen’s Referendum proposed.

Let’s Have a Vote in November 
on the REAL Referendum
Plym outh Township politicians went to court to stop the 

Citizen’s Referendum from getting on last Novem ber’s 
ballot. Instead, they let the current proposal for an open- 

ended 2.44 m il tax increase get placed on the primary ballot 

this week.

In short, politicians killed a responsible Citizens 

Referendum and replaced it with a “poison pill” -  a proposal 
radically different than the one the Citizen’s Action Group 
and Firefighters wanted.

Plym outh Township’s Trustees are even running a smear 

campaign against the proposal they m aneuvered onto the 
ballot. It’s the worst kind o f  political double dealing to 
prevent the public’s will from being expressed.

Give the Trustees What They Deserve
V o t e  ‘N O ’ o n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  2 8  r e f e r e n d u m .

W e  d o n ’t  n e e d  a n  u n l i m i t e d  t a x ,  w e  n e e d  a  f o c u s e d  

e f f o r t  t o  m a i n t a i n  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .

Paid for by Plymouth Township Firefighters Local 1496 
PO Box 700054 • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Paid for with regulated funds.

OE08769306
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--------  KLAA BOYS HOOP CONFERENCE FINAL ------

Banner night for Salem
By Tim Smith

. O b se rve r S ta ff  W rite r

It couldn’t happen in back- 
to-back games, could it?

When Northville’s Brett 
MacDonald launched, a trey 
attempt with time running 
out Friday night, Salem head 
boys basketball coach Bob 
Brodie thought about how 
MacDonald buried a triple at 
the buzzer Thursday to upset 
Westland John Glenn.

This time, the shot from the 
left corner bounced high off 
the rim. When the ball came 
back down, Salem had a 42-39 
victory and the KLAA Kens­
ington Conference champion­
ship. The last time the Rocks 
won a conference title was 
2002, when they played in 
the Western Lakes Activities 
Association.

“It was in the back of my 
mind,” Brodie said. “In fact,
I told the guys at the end. We 
got that timeout when Grant 
(Bettner) was at the line. I 
said, ‘Listen, if we don’t make 
this shot we must foul him. 
(MacDonald) is going to line 
up for a three, we don’t want 
him to get a three. You got to 
make sure you get that foul 
early.’

“And I’ll be darned, we 
didn’t do it.”

But with a smile, Brodie 
added, “I guess it’s destiny 
that he wasn’t going to make 
it this time.”

Northville head coach Todd 
Sander, whose team near­
ly came all the way back 
from a 46-36 deficit ear­
ly in the fourth, said anoth­
er clutch trey by the senior 
“would have been nice. This 
one only would have tied it, 
but we would have taken it. 
I’m proud of how we fought 
back.”

According to Salem senior 
center Josh Peterson, the host 
Rocks were up to the chal­
lenge of playing harder and 
tougher against Northville 
than the previous time, when 
the Mustangs walked into 
Salem and came away with a 
47-37 victory.

“We knew we had to come 
in here and show them that,

‘You’re not going to hoist that 
trophy in our gym,”’ Peterson 
said. “We came ready to play 
and out-physicaled them all 
game. That was really the key 
to the game.’’

Let Dierk do it
Peterson had six rebounds 

for Salem, but the play­
er who put the Rocks on his 
back was junior forward 
Chris Dierker. He was dom­
inant on the boards at both 
ends of the floor, registering 
16 rebounds. He also scored 
19 points — with 14 of those 
coming in the second half.

Dierker really stepped up in 
the final minutes, with North­
ville (12-7) threatening to 
spoil Salem’s championship 
party.

With the Mustangs down 36- 
35 with 3:20 remaining, Salem 
senior guard ly ier Stewart 
(16 points) dished the ball to 
Dierker in the paint. The 6- 
7 Dierker then lofted and 
made a rainbow jumper over 
a Northville defender from 
about eight feet to give the 
Rocks some breathing room.

Dierker and senior Markus 
Olind tacked on some free 
throws, and Salem was able to 
hold off the Mustangs.

“He had a great game, he 
was bound and determined,”
Brodie said about Dierk­
er. “He’s a fierce competitor.
When you get him mad, and 
get him playing and he knows 
the game’s on the line, he 
likes to take control.

“He did a good job for us, 
but we needed him, quite 
frankly. The other guys were 
looking to him and they rec­
ognized that fact, too. So give 
the other guys credit because 
they recognized the fact that,
‘Hey, give the ball to Dierk, 
he can do it.’”

Early offense
Stewart was red hot to start 

the game, scoring Salem’s 
first 10 points (including six 
on two treys) as the Rocks led 
12-8 after one quarter.

When Peterson muscled in 
under the bucket for a put- Salem's Chris Dierker (No. 23) sets his sights on

another bucket during Friday night's confer- 
Please see HOOPS, B2 ence title game against Northville.

B ILL  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R

Canton's top scoring line as the playoffs begin includes 
senior Duggan Tear (No. 8), shown from a game earlier 
this season.

PCEP icers set 
for postseason

By Tim Smith
O b se rve r S ta ff W rite r

Doubleheaders are 
becoming old hat for the 
Canton and Plymouth 
boys hockey teams.

After playing twin- 
bill Wednesday night at 
Arctic Edge Arena, the 
teams will play in part of 
another two-fer at Mon­
day’s Division 1 pre- 
regionals.

The Chiefs (13-9-1) will 
face Salem at 6 p.m. at 
Eddie Edgar Arena in 
Livonia; Plymouth (14- 
9-0) entering the regu­
lar season finale Friday) 
follows with an 8 p.m. 
matchup against Livonia 
Churchill.

“We know who we’re 
playing and what to 
expect,” Canton head 
coach Jeremy Majszak 
said. “But we’re not look­
ing beyond that, we’re 
focusing on Monday 
night against Salem (9- 
13-1-1).

“Even though we had 
two wins against them, 
they were both very 
close games.”

Plymouth’s first-year 
head coach Gerry Ven- 
to, likes how solid defen­
sively the Wildcats

are playing down the 
stretch.

“I feel really good,” 
Vento said. “The way 
we’re playing defensive­
ly is what we’re going to 
need to succeed in the 
playoffs.

“We’re doing a great 
job of shutting teams 
down and limiting their 
chances.”

Plymouth defeated 
Churchill 4-3 in overtime 
earlier this season.

As for the Wednesday 
games, Canton and Lake 
Orion played to a 2-2 tie 
and Plymouth followed 
in the nightcap with a 3- 
2 OT victory over North­
ville.

Senior forwards and 
linemates Andrew Gor- 
ski and Brandon Grillo 
were Canton’s goal scor­
ers (each also assisting 
on the other’s). The third 
player on the line, senior 
Duggan Tear collected 
two assists while senior 
goalie Spencer Craig 
made 24 stops.

After Majszak put Gor- 
ski on the line, “he’s tak­
ing that opportunity and 
running with it” with 
excellent production.

Please see HOCKEY, B2

GIRLS BASKETBA LL

PCA gets 
ready for 
districts

Plymouth Christian 
Academy finished the 
regular season on Feb. 17 
with a 39-33 victory over 
Allen Park Inter-City 
Baptist, but Eagles girls 
basketball coach Car­
ol Gerulis sees room for 
improvement before the 
Class D districts begin 
this week.

An 8-for-21 perfor­
mance from the free 
throw line is something 
the coach pointed to as a

Please see DISTRICTS, B3

C h i e f s ’  M a c k  w i n d s

d o w n  s u p e r b  c a r e e r

JO H N  K E M S K I

Canton senior point guard Robyn Mack wears a smile and 
ear buds as she listens to musk during her pre-game ritual.

By Tim Sm ith
O b s e r v e r  S ta f f  W r it e r

Robyn Mack isn’t used to being the 
go-to player for Canton’s varsity girls 
basketball team.

But top billing on the 2011-12 Chiefs 
goes to the senior point guard, a tag 
bringing extra attention and responsi­
bility.

After all, during her first three sea­
sons the likeable point guard often 
deferred to older teammates such as 
the Schmitt twins, Kayla Bridges, Mel­
anie Pickert and CarolAnn Sexauer 
whenever points needed to be scored.

Mack was a valuable player, too, as 
Canton reached the Class A semifinals 
at the Breslin Center in 2010 and 2011.

“It was surreal, it was awesome

Please see MACK, B2

ALL ABOUT ROBYN
Who: Robyn Mack, Canton High 
School senior.
Preps: The 17-year-old is in her 
fourth season as starting point guard 
for Canton's varsity girls basketball 
team. She also plays varsity girls soccer. 
Youth: She played basketball for the 
Western Wayne Wolfpack and then 
the MGBR Elite AAU team.
M isc  Her parents are Andrea and 
Robyn Mack. She carries a 3.58 
grade-point average and is a mem­
ber of the high school's Link Crew. 
Future: Robyn would like to play 
college basketball. But her plans are 
to study psychology or pre-law and 
ultimately become a criminal defense 
lawyer.
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But the Chiefs also 
boast a second unit with 
potential to light the 
lamp in seniors Taylor 
Baker, Derek Voight and 
junior Ian Fagen.

The Wildcats trailed 2- 
0 at one point against the 
Mustangs but rallied to 
send the game to over­
time when junior for­
ward Mitch Claggett 
scored with nine seconds 
to go.

Sophomore winger 
Mike Schultz then net­
ted the winner with 1:30 
remaining in overtime. 
Senior forwards Sean 
Smiatacz (three assists) 
and Zach Gambrell 
assisted.

“We were hard on 
the forecheck,” Ven- 
to said. “Sean got a shot 
on net and Mike Schul­
tz came in and buried the 
rebound.”

Claggett, who also 
scored Plymouth’s first 
goal, backhanded the puck 
over the Northville goal­
ie’s shoulder for the equal­
izer.

Smiatacz drew the help­
er on that goal and he also 
set up Claggett’s first tally, 
along with Dean Gunther.

Senior netminder Rich 
Guglielmi only faced 11 
shots, and was pulled for 
the extra attacker when 
Claggett fired home the 
tying tally.

“We were in their zone 
with about 50 seconds 
left,” Vento said. “We 
pulled our goalie and the 
puck just stayed down 
there the whole time. We 
were just hard on the 
puck.”

According to Vento, 
“when you only give up 11 
shots in a game you know 
the team’s doing some­
thing right.”

tsm ith @ h o m e to w n life .co m
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back midway through 
the second, it was a 19-14 
advantage.

But back-to-back buck­
ets by Northville’s Jef­
frey Gertley (16 points) 
and Jeffrey Hewlett 
(eight points) closed the 
gap to 19-18 at halftime.

Northville finally 
inched ahead 24-23 when 
MacDonald (10 points) 
buried a 3-ball with 4:40 
left in the third.

But back came Dier- 
ker. He scored a pair of 
layups and added a free 
throw to get the lead 
right back (28-24).

It was 32-26 after three, 
following a clutch bas­
ket at the end of the quar­
ter by Salem’s Ryan 
Jankowski — who blindly 
flipped the ball over his 
head for a layup.

Salem managed to hang 
on to the win, but it had 
trouble hanging on to the 
ball with 18 turnovers. 
The Rocks also made just 
15-of-43 field-goal tries 
for 34 percent, as North­
ville’s zone defense sti­
fled them.

But Brodie said his 
team also played solid 
defense, contributing to 
Northville shooting at a 
32 percent clip (16-of-49).

“Champions have to 
win close ones,” Brodie 
said. “If you don’t, you’re 
not going to be a champi­
on. They showed they’re 
champions tonight. I’m 
proud of the way they 
played.”

Salem will host the 
KLAA association tide 
game at 7 p.m. lliesday 
against Walled Lake Cen­
tral or Pinckney.

CANTON 51, STEVEN­
SON 48: The visiting 
Chiefs overcame a 20- 
point game by Livonia 
Stevenson’s Carey Cobb 
to earn a KLAA consola­
tion bracket victory Fri­
day.

Cobb scored a game- 
high 20 points Friday, but 
it wasn’t enough as Livo­
nia Stevenson (11-7) fell 
to the visiting Chiefs (14- 
5) in a KLAA consolation 
round matchup.

Canton led 26-18 at half­
time and 39-30 after three 
quarters and had enough 
of a lead to withstand Ste­

venson’s late push.
Jordan Nobles, con­

necting on three 3-point- 
ers, sparked Canton (14- 
5) with 12 points. Senior 
center Paul Baumgart, 
the team’s leading scorer, 
was limited to 10 before 
fouling out late in the 
game.

“It was a good win espe­
cially on the road and 
with Paul Baumgart 
playing limited min­
utes because of foul 
trouble and eventual­
ly fouling out,” Canton 
head coach Jimmy Red­
dy said. “Jordan Nobles 
gave us a big spark off 
the bench tonight. And 
Scott Gring (five points, 
seven rebounds) was big 
tonight.”

Stevenson (11-7) also 
received 10 points from 
Josh Campbell.

The Chiefs will host 
Grand Blanc at 7 p.m. 
Ibesday in the regular- 
season finale.

MOTT 39, PLYMOUTH 
35: Offensive struggles 
continued Friday night 
for host Plymouth, falling 
in this KLAA crossover 
game to drop to 6-13 on 
the season.

The Wildcats hit just 9- 
of-17 shots from the foul 
line and were unable 
to get the clutch field 
goals they needed in the 
final minute to overtake 
Waterford Mott (14-5).

Plymouth head coach 
Mike Soukup credit­
ed his team for battling 
to the end despite miss­
ing several players due 
to injuries: “Everybody 
who played gave it their 
all.”

Senior Donte Fox led 
the Wildcats with eight 
points. Junior Matt Car- 
ravallah tallied six 
points and six rebounds. 
Adding five points was 
junior Brian Schmid. 
Senior Marcus Oden had 
five rebounds.

Soukup cited junior 
Michael Kennedy (four 
points, seven boards) for 
playing “a great game 
off the bench” and gave 
props to junior Shane 
Clark (four points, six 
boards).

Plymouth ends the 
regular season with a 7 
p.m. home game against 
Howell.

tsm ith @ h o m e to w n life .co m
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Battling
for a
rebound
Friday
night are
Salem's
Ahmad
Khalid
(No.
31) and 
North- 
ville's 
Brett 
MacDon­
ald (No. 
10).

Gielarowski runs down UDM scholarship

Plymouth senior Derek Gielarowski (right), shown with varsity cross country coach Jon 
Mikosz (left) and assistant coach Matt Neumann, recently signed after earning a scholar­
ship to University of Detroit Mercy. Gielarowski will join the Titans cross country team in 
2012-13 and study engineering.

By Tim Smith
O b se rve r  S ta ff W rite r

Hard work got Plym­
outh senior Derek Gial- 
arowski a scholarship 
to run cross country at 
the University of Detroit 
Mercy. He intends to bust 
it all over again to be suc­
cessful at the collegiate 
level.

The 17-year-old Gie­
larowski, a top-notch 
runner on the Wildcats’ 
cross country and track 
and field teams, recently 
signed his letter of intent 
to go to the Division I 
college.

“My parents (Alice 
and Greg Gielarowski) 
and coach have told me 
that I had to put in hard 
work to achieve what I 
wanted,” Gielarowski 
said. “And even though 
I knew that I did, I still 
can’t believe I got this 
chance.”

Gielarowski decided 
that Detroit Mercy was a 
good fit for him both ath­
letically and academical­
ly, the latter a major con­
sideration. He intends 
to earn a degree in engi­
neering.

“I was happy to hear 
that UDM wanted me to 
run there, being a Divi­
sion I school,” he said. 
“But then I wanted to go 
visit the college to see 
how it was with engi­
neering. It went above 
and beyond my stan­
dards when I visited and 
just kept giving me more

and more opportunities 
to succeed.”

With the Titans, Gielar­
owski will need to take 
his talents to a new level, 
literally. He will run 6K 
or 8K races instead of 5K, 
the customary length of 
high school races.

Next step aw aits
Although he said he has 

never run the longer dis­
tances, he is looking for­
ward to working with 
UDM coach Guy Murray 
to prepare for the chal­
lenges around the bend. 
The work ethic and deter­
mination he displayed 
with the Wildcats will

keep him in good stead.
“From what I learned at 

the high school level, you 
have to learn with adver­
sity, being able to do what 
needs to be done even if 
you’re not ready for it,” 
Gielarowski said. “I feel 
that my strength in giv­
ing 110 percent all the 
time in whatever I need 
to do will help benefit 
UDM in many ways for 
the seasons to come.”

According to his cross 
country and track coach 
at Plymouth, Jon Mikosz, 
it is no surprise that Gie­
larowski will be a college 
runner.

“Derek has been an

amazing runner from 
the first day I met him,” 
Mikosz said. “He has 
been a varsity runner 
from the start of his 
career at Plymouth to the 
end of it.

“I look forward to 
watching Derek excel at 
the collegiate level the 
same way he has at the 
high school level.”

Of course, there is more 
immediate business to 
attend to as Gielarowski 
is preparing for his final 
season in high school 
track

tsm ith @ h o m e to w n life .co m  
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Dribbling around an opponent during a recent game is Canton's Robyn Mack. She is one 
of the all-time leaders for the Chiefs in assists and steals.

MACK
C o n t in u e d  f ro m  p a g e  B1

playing on the (Bres- 
lin) court once,” Mack 
said with her usual 
smile. “But then getting 
there a second time 
was exciting. It’s unfor­
tunate that we lost, 
but it was just a great 
moment knowing that 
the team you played for 
— not once, but twice — 
went to the final four. 
And this year, it’s dif­
ferent, it’s changed, but 
it’s good.”

M aking  th e  g rad e
Indeed, this year has 

been a different situ­
ation for the 17-year- 
old senior as well as a 
rewarding one.

Mack’s adapted to her 
added responsibilities 
and the Chiefs remain 
a strong team, tak­
ing a 15-5 record into 
Wednesday’s district 
game at Novi (against 
Salem or Novi).

By the way, her scor­
ing average has spiked 
from 5.2 last year to 
about 13 points this sea­
son. Yet she’s not for­
getting the rest of her 
game. In other main 
categories (rebounds, 
steals, assists) Mack 
has matched or sur­
passed last year’s out­
put.

Her scoring increase 
is something Can­
ton head coach Brian 
Samulski needed Mack 
to do given the 2011 
graduation of the “fab 
five.”

That, for exam­
ple, means taking an 
open jum per instead 
of threading a bounce 
pass through the paint. 
In her first three years, 
Mack often looked 
for post players such 
as Bridges, Kari or 
Schmitt to send the ball 
to.

Understandably, it’s 
all been a learning 
curve of sorts for the 
fourth-year starter.

During a recent game, 
Mack had the basket­
ball at the top of the 
key, surveyed the floor 
for an open teammate.

Then with little time 
or space, and no avail­
able option, she reluc­
tantly launched an arc­
ing shot that fell per­
fectly through the cyl­
inder.

There have been 
moments of disappoint­
ment, too.

In the Feb. 16 KLAA 
Kensington Conference 
semifinal against Novi, 
Mack dribbled through 
the lane to put up a shot 
in the final seconds in 
a bid to win the con­
test. The shot missed 
the mark, the Wild­
cats scored at the buzz­
er and Mack dejectedly 
walked off the floor.

“I t’s been hard at 
times and rough, and 
sometimes it can get 
very frustra ting ,”
Mack said. “I don’t 
think Brian realizes 
that I’m just getting 
used to this too. ... The 
thing is (last season) 
you’re relying on the 
five seniors to score 
and then Brian asks me 
to score.

“I t’s getting easi­
er, though. I ’m finding 
myself looking for the 
ball more, looking for 
screens to get open. So 
that’s good.”

A l l  a b o u t  t e a m
In victory or defeat, 

Samulski knows he’s 
getting the maximum 
out of Mack.

“Robyn is a great 
team player,” Samuls­
ki said. “Being a team- 
first kid, she’s not wor­
ried about what she 
gets done on the floor. 
She’s more worried 
about how the team

does, and if the team 
wins or loses. She’s a 
win-first kid.”

Samulski said it’s no 
accident that the Chiefs 
have been so success­
ful during Mack’s 
career. Entering the 
Class A districts, the 
Chiefs have gone 84-16 
during her tenure.

And while she 
wouldn’t make much 
out of it, she also ranks 
in Canton’s all-time top 
five in assists, steals 
and treys.

“Canton’s had a lot 
of great point guards 
and I think Robyn rates 
up there with all the 
kids up on the wall (of 
fame) in here,” Samuls­
ki said. “She’s got great 
vision, she see every­
thing. One of the things 
that she’s able to do is 
she makes everyone 
around her better.”

That’s something 
Mack takes great pride 
in.

“I love to see the 
team getting better 
and better,” she said. 
“We’re a force to be 
reckoned with. I think 
people underestim ate 
us.”

Mack pointed to the 
improvement of cen­
ters Kiara Schneider 
and Taylor Hunley.
She noted increasing 
roles and production

from Rachel Winters 
and Paige Aresco, who 
largely were reserves 
last season.

W hether or not the 
Chiefs have another 
long postseason run, 
Mack is confident that 
the players who return  
in 2012-13 will keep the 
victories coming.

“I t’s not going to 
change. It doesn’t mat­
ter who Brian has on 
the court,” she said. 
“B rian’s going to 
expect good defense, 
that you work hard, 
and tha t’s what we 
have to get every game 
and every day at p rac­
tice.”

That part of Can­
ton basketball won’t 
change. But Samuls­
ki knows an incredible 
era  closes when Mack 
leaves.

“Robyn is an out­
standing person, but 
she is an even bet­
te r  person,” Samuls­
ki said. “It has been a 
great pleasure to coach 
Robyn the past four 
years, she is one of the 
sm artest players I’ve 
coached in 12 years.

“It has been a true 
honor for me to be her 
coach at Canton High 
School.”

t s m ith @ h o m e to w n life .c o m  

(7 3 4 ) 4 6 9 -4 1 2 8«

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com


LO C A L SPO RTSonline at hometownlife.com O bserver & Eccentric | Sunday, February 2 6 , 2012 (CP) B3

♦

♦

♦

1ALL DEALERS PAY THE 
SAME PRICE FROM 
THE MANUFACTURER -
/ r S  H O W  W E  S T R U C T U R E  
T H E  D E A L  T H A T  M A K E S  I T  B E S T  F O R  Y O U !

Chevy Runs Deep
ALL NEW m m  CHEVY CRUZE LS

LEASE FOR 24 MONTHS

$1410 DOWN
Automatic, A/C, Tilt, Power Windows & Locks, AM/FM/CD/XM, 
Remote keyless entry.

NEW m m  TRAVERSE LS
LEASE FOR 24 MONTHS

$1450 DOWN
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www.TennysonChevy.com
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NOW OPEN 
SATURDAY 
9AM -3PM

A N D Y  R U B E N S T E IN

In a footrace during a recent game are Plymouth Chris­
tian's Jenny Malcolm (No. 25) and Lenawee Christian's 
Nicole Robideau. Malcolm and her teammates begin the 
Class D districts Monday.

DISTRICTS
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sore spot that needs to be 
fixed.

“We played an OK game 
and still came out with a 
win,” Gerulis said. “As a 
team we took really good 
shots they just didn’t fall 
for us. We however did not 
shoot well from the free 
throw line and that’s just not 
gonna get it done.

“I was happy with our 
effort as a team but we just 
didn’t have the execution 
that I expected.”

Leading PCA with 11 
points was Karen Windle, 
who also chipped in with 
seven rebounds and three 
steals. Emily Gerulis (eight 
points, nine rebounds, four 
steals, four assists), Jen­
ny Malcolm (eight points, 
seven rebounds) and Jenna 
Abraham (six points) also 
helped the cause for the 
Eagles, 14-5 overall and 10-2 
(second place) in the MIAC 
Blue Division.

‘We head into the state 
playoffs and everyone 
starts at 0-0,” Gerulis noted. 
“So we need to work hard 
and tighten up some loose 
ends and get ready to com­
pete. I am very proud of 
my girls they have accom­
plished a lot so far, they are 
a great group to coach.”

PCA opens district play 
6 p.m. Wednesday at host 
Westland Huron Valley 
Lutheran.

Jipping's milestone
Plymouth Christian’s boys 

basketball team dropped a 
61-53 decision Thursday to 
Allen Park Inter-City Bap­
tist, despite 24 points from 
Mick Noel and 14 from Alex 
Huber.

PCA hosts Detroit City 7 
p.m. Tuesday before pre­
paring for the districts, 
which begin next week.

Eagles head coach Dom­
inique Washington, mean­
while, said injured senior 
center Eric Jipping reached 
the coveted 1,000-point pla­
teau for his career after all.

S a l e m  g i r l s  w i n  

d i s t r i c t  t u n e - u p

Salem enters the girls bas­
ketball districts on a high 
note, thanks to Wednesday’s 
47-39 victory over Milford 
in a KLAA tournament con­
solation game.

The Rocks (6-14) square 
off against district-host 
Novi on Monday.

“It was a hard-fought 
game,” Salem head coach 
Fred Thomann said. ‘We 
were able to figure out how 
to win it.”

Salem built leads of 11-8 
after one quarter and 22-14 
at halftime.

Spearheading the victory 
were Breanne Beaver (17 
points, nine rebounds) and 
Bri Berberet (12 points, sev­
en boards).

Also helping the cause 
were Katelynn Krause (five 
points), Kelly Whalen (five 
points) and Katie Heitmey- 
er (four points).

On Monday, the Rocks 
lost 37-32 to Walled Lake 
Northern, despite 14 points 
from Berberet and seven 
from Beaver.
BRIGHTON 43, CANTON 39: 

W e d n e sd a y  n ig h t in th e  f in a l

reg u la r  season  g a m e  fo r  C a n ­
to n , th e  C h ie fs  fe ll sh o rt  in  th is  
h a rd -fo u g h t K L A A  to u rn a m e n t  
co n so la tio n  b ra cke t g am e . 

Robyn  M a ck  led  C an to n  (15-5) 
w ith  18 p o in ts  a n d  f iv e  stea ls 
w h ile  Pa ig e  A re sco  ch ip ped  in 
w ith  11 p o in ts  a n d  s ix  reb ound s. 

"O v e ra ll, w h e n  yo u  lo o k  a t  
th e  reg u la r  season , g o in g  15-5 
is a  solid  se a so n ,"  C an to n  h ead  
coach B rian  Sam u lsk i sa id . "T h e  
g irls sho u ld  be  rea lly  p ro ud  o f  
w h a t  th e y  h ave  accom plished  
so fa r. T h e re  w a sn 't  a  lo t o f  
p eo p le  o u t  th e re  th a t  th o u g h t  
th is  te a m  w o u ld  w in  15 g am es 
a f te r  losing  th o se  f iv e  sen iors 
last ye a r ."
G RAN D  B LA N C 39, PLYM ­

OUTH 38: W it h o u t  f o u r  
s t a r t e r s  in  t h e  l in e u p , P ly m ­
o u th  g o t  o f f  t o  a  s lo w  s t a r t  
W e d n e s d a y  a g a in s t  G ra n d  
B la n c  a n d  c o u ld  n o t  re c o v e r . 
T h e  W ild c a t s  w e r e  d o w n  

13-5 a f t e r  o n e  q u a r t e r  a n d  
2 0 -1 4  a t  t h e  b re a k . A f t e r  a  
b r ie f  r a l ly  in  th e  t h i r d , to  
c u t  t h e  le a d  t o  2 8 -2 4 , G ra n d  
B la n c  w ra p p e d  u p  t h e  v ic to r y  
w it h  a n  1 1-4  f in a l  f r a m e .
J a d a  W o o d y  sc o re d  10 

p o in ts  f o r  P ly m o u th , w it h  
C h y n a  W il l ia m s  a n d  A ly s s a  
B u r r is  c o n t r ib u t in g  s ix  e a c h . 

" W e  d id  g e t  it  d o w n  t o  f o u r  
p o in ts  to  b e g in  t h e  fo u r th  
b u t .c o u ld  n o t  g e t  q u a l i t y  
lo o k s  d o w n  t h e  s t r e t c h ,"  
W ild c a t s  h e a d  c o a c h  B o b  d e  
B e a r  sa id .

Burton accolade icing on the cake
By Brad Emons
O b server S ta ff W riter

Known for his deft 
scoring touch, Joe Bur­
ton’s long and distin­
guished career in the 
Central Hockey League 
is now safely secured.

The Garden City native, 
assistant manager the 
past six years at West- 
land’s Modano Arena, 
was enshrined recent­
ly in the CHL’s inaugural 
Hall of Fame class dur­
ing All-Star weekend in 
Phoenix, Ariz.

“Obviously, it’s a great 
honor to be inducted into 
the Hall of Fame, but it 
was never what I was 
striving to do,” Burton 
said. “I just wanted to 
keep playing. It was kind 
of hard when I went back 
because I hadn’t been 
around it in a long time.
I saw a couple of the 
coaches, guys I played 
against. You just get that 
feeling you want to go 
out and play again when I 
was down there.”

Burton spent 11 sea­
sons in the CHL (1992- 
2003), all with the Okla­
homa City Blazers. He is 
the league’s all-time lead­
ing scorer with 985 points 
and 565 goals.

He was an All-Star six 
straight seasons (1998- 
2003) and the league’s 
annual scoring champi­
onship trophy bears his 
name with the Joe Burton 
Award.

In 2001, Burton helped 
guide the Blazers to the 
2001 Ray Miron Cup 
with 110 points (51 goals 
and 59 assists) during 
the regular season. He 
scored 11 more points 
during 13 postseason 
games.

Burton was also twice 
recognized as the CHL’s 
Most Valuable Player 
(1998 and 2001).

“Coming out of college,
I just wanted to basical­
ly keep playing hockey,” 
said Burton, a 1985 Gar­
den City High grad who 
is now 44. “I guess over 
the years the stats just 
kind of add up. You don’t 
really think about it and I 
guess when I was done, it 
turned out I had a pretty 
good career.”

He played junior hock­
ey locally for the Red- 
ford Royals and went on 
to play collegiately at 
the University of Michi- 
gan-Dearbom for coach 
Tom Anastos, the for­
mer CCHA commission­
er who recently became 
the head coach at Michi­
gan State.

Burton played one sea­
son overseas in Den­
mark, but quickly 
became a fixture in Okla­
homa City after getting 
an opportunity with the 
Blazers.

“It was neat playing in 
Denmark,” he said. “It 
was a different culture, 
but I liked it better over 
here. Over there it was 
more of a finesse game, 
but things over here hap­
pen a lot quicker.”

During his stint with

D A V ID  B IR D S O N G

Garden City's Joe Burton is pictured during a 2004-05 
game with the Motor City Mechanics of the United Hockey 
League.

the Blazers, which also 
included three profes­
sional roller hockey sea­
sons with the Oklahoma 
City Coyotes, Burton was 
undersized at 5-feet-9,
170 pounds.

But he always loomed 
large on the scoresheet.

“I played 11 years in 
the same organization,” 
Burton said. “I just miss 
the competitiveness and 
playing. I loved to play 
and compete. I was a 
goal scorer, so that was 
my job. I enjoyed scor­
ing goals. We always had 
good teams.

“It just turned out that 
I played in Oklahoma 
City where we averaging
10,000 fans most of my 
career... it was just great 
place to play.”

Back hom e
At age 37, Burton came 

back home and played his 
final pro season (2004-

05) during the NHL lock­
out with the Motor City 
Mechanics of the United 
Hockey League.

Burton played along­
side NHL players Chris 
Chelios, Derian Hatch­
er, Bryan Smolinski and 
Sean Avery. One of his 
rivals in the CHL, former 
Detroit Red Wing Gary 
Unger, became his coach 
with the Mechanics.

And in 76 games, Bur­
ton displayed his scoring 
prowess once again with 
36 goals and 28 assists.

That was as close as 
Burton would come to the 
NHL.

“For me, I got one week 
of training camp in the 
NHL with the (Phoe­
nix) Coyotes,” Burton 
said. “So that was kind of 
where I was going to be 
my entire career, at that 
level.”

Burton remains root­
ed in the game, while still

lacing up his skates from 
time to time.

“I play in the over-18 
league at Modano Arena,” 
Burton said. “And now 
I’m playing in front of 10 
people instead of 10,000. 
It’s a big difference.”

Burton and his wife of 
17 years, Julie — whom 
he met at UM-Dearbom 
when she was a student 
and basketball player 
— have two young sons, 
Luke and Joey.

“I coach the pee wee 
team in Westland,” Bur­
ton said. “My kids are 
both playing. I got a 
squirt and a pee wee, so I 
kind of rotate and coach 
every other year one of 
them.”

Burton didn’t plan on 
a long pro career. It just 
happened.

“When I was in Oklaho­
ma City, I told her (Julie) 
I was going to play 
two more years in the 
minors, then ended up 
playing 12 or 13,” Bur­
ton said. “She’s still pret­
ty much at the rink now 
every night between two 
kids.”

During the CHL’s All- 
Star weekend, Burton 
was asked to drop the 
ceremonial puck and was 
an honorary coach.

The entire experience 
humbled him.

“When I heard about 
this honor, I was honestly 
speechless,” Burton said. 
“As a youngster, I only 
dreamed about becom­
ing a hockey player. And 
then as a teenager, you 
hope that you get the 
opportunity to keep play­
ing at a higher level.

“But as a person with 
the chance to play pro­
fessional hockey, the 
last thing on your ‘to-do’ 
list is to a make a hall of 
fame. The CHL and Okla­
homa City became my 
second family, and I am 
truly grateful to be hon­
ored in this way.”

I*See dealer for details. All prices have had rebates deducted from price. Leases require a 800+ credit score. Leases require 1 st payment, taxes & plate fees up front. GM family. Pictures may not represent actual vehicles. Expires 2-29-12.

D E T R O I T

B A S K E T B A L L

TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 28 - 7:30  
v s. P H IL A D E L P H IA
The first 5,000 fans receive a 
white Pistons hat courtesy of n tG ije i!

W EDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 29 - 7:30  
v s. C H A R L O T T E
The first 5,000 fans receive a vintage 
Pistofts T-shirt courtesy of |

ki n jpy

t

http://www.TennysonChevy.com
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T H E  W E E K  A H E A D
B O Y S  B A S K E T B A L L  

T u e s d a y , F e b . 2B
K L A A  crossovers, TB D .

Ply. C h ristian  a t  G ard en  C ity ,
7 p .m .

M H S A A  G IR L S  B A S K E T B A L L  
D IS T R IC T  T O U R N E Y  D R A W S  

C L A S S  A  
a t  N O V I

M o n d a y , F e b . 2 7 : (A ) South  
Lyon vs. (B ) P lym o u th , 5 p .m .; (C) 
Novi vs. (D ) Sa lem , 7 p .m .. 
W e d n e s d a y , F e b . 2 9 : A-B

w in n e r  vs. N o rth v ille , 5 p .m .; C-D 
w in n e r  vs. C an to n , 7 p .m .

F r id a y , M a rc h  2 : C h am p i­
onsh ip  f in a l, 7 p .m . (W in n e r 

ad vances to  th e  reg io na l se m ifi­
nals, 5 p .m . Tuesday , M arch  6 a t 
Fa rm in g to n  vs. M ilfo rd  d istric t 

ch am p io n .)
a t  L IV O N IA  L A D Y W O O D  

M o n d a y , F e b . 2 7 : (A ) G ard en  
C ity  vs. (B ) R ed fo rd  Th u rsto n , 
4 :30  p .m .; (C ) L ivo n ia  F ra n k lin  vs. 
(D ) L ivo n ia  S tevenso n , 6 p .m .; (E) 
L ivo n ia  C h u rch ill vs. (F) L ivon ia  
La d yw o o d , 7 :30  p .m . 
W e d n e s d a y , F e b . 2 9 : A-B 

w in n e r  vs. C-D w in n e r , 6 p .m .; 
R ed fo rd  U n io n  vs. E-F w in n er, 
7 :30  p .m .
F r id a y , M a rc h  2 : C h am p i­

onsh ip  f in a l, 7  p .m . (W in n e r 
advances to  th e  reg io na l sem i­
f in a ls , 5 p .m . Tuesday , M arch  6 
a t W a rren  C o usino  vs. D etro it 
Persh ing  d istric t ch am p io n .) 

C L A S S  D  
a t  W E S T L A N D  

H U RO N  V A L L E Y  LU T H E R A N  
W e d n e s d a y , F e b . 2 9 : (A ) 

W estla nd  H uro n  V a lle y  Lu th e ran  
vs. (B ) P lym outh  C h ristian  A c a d ­
em y, 6 p .m .
F r id a y , M a rc h  2 : Lu th e ran  

H igh W estla nd  vs. A-B w in n er,
6 p .m . (W in n e r advances to  
th e  reg io na l sem ifin a ls , 5 p .. 
Tuesday , M arch  6 a t W ate rfo rd  
O u r Lady o f  th e  Lakes vs. D istrict 
6 ch am p io n .)

B O Y S  H O C K E Y  
M H S A A  P R E -R E G IO N A L S  

D IV IS IO N  1
a t  L IV O N IA 'S  E D G A R  A R E N A  
M o n d a y , F e b . 2 7 : (A ) Sa lem  

vs. (B ) C an to n , 8  p .m .; (C) L ivo n ia  
C hurch ill vs. (D ) P lym o uth , 8 
p .m .
W e d n e s d a y , F e b . 2 9 : A-B w in ­

n e r vs. C-D w in n e r , 6 p .m . (W in ­
n e r advances to  th e  reg io na l 
f in a l, 1 p .m . Sa tu rd ay , M arch 
3 a t P lym outh 's  C o m p u w are  
A re n a  vs. N o v i-D etro it C a th o lic  
C en tra l p re-reg io na l w in n e r .) 
a t  O R C H A R D  L A K E  ST. M A R Y  
M o n d a y , F e b . 2 7 : (A ) B irm in g ­

ham  G roves vs. (B ) O rchard  Lake  
St. M ary , 5 :30  p .m .; (C) L ivo n ia

S tevenso n  vs. N orth  Fa rm ing to n- 
H arriso n , 8 p .m .
W e d n e s d a y , F e b . 2 9 : A-B  w in ­

n e r vs. C-D w in n er, 8 p .m . (W in ­
n e r advances to  th e  reg io na l 

■ f in a l, 6  p .m . Sa tu rd ay , M arch  
3 a t  Livon ia 's  Ed g a r A re n a  vs. 
T ro y  Spo rts C e n te r p re-reg io na l 
w in n e r) .

D IV IS IO N  2
a t  L IV O N IA 'S  E D G A R  A R E N A  

T u e s d a y , F e b . 2 8 : (A ) Livon ia  
F ran k lin  vs. (B ) Tem p erance  
B ed fo rd , 7 :30  p .m .
Thursday, M arch 1: Grosse 

P o in te  Sou th  vs. A-B  w in n e r,
6 :30  p .m . (W in n e r advances to  
th e  reg io na l f in a l, 7  p .m . Sat­
u rday , M arch  3 a t  W yan d o tte 's  
Y ack  A re n a  vs. T ren to n  K en n ed y  
Ice A re n a  p re-reg io na l w in n e r .) 

M H S A A  IN D IV ID U A L  
W R E S T L IN G  F IN A L S  

a t  P A L A C E  o f  A U B U R N  H IL L S  
T h u rs d a y , M a rc h  1 
Round  1, 2 :15  p .m . 
F r id a y , M a rc h  2 

R o und  2 , 3, 4, 8 :30  a .m . 
Sem ifina ls , 7 p .m . 

S a tu r d a y , M a rc h  3 
Round  6, 7, 8 :30  a .m . 

C o n so la tio n  f in a l, 11:30  a .m . 
C ham pio nsh ip s , 4 :45  p .m . 

P R E P  B O W L IN G  
F r id a y , M a rc h  2 

(M H S A A  T e a m  F in a ls )  
D iv is ion  1 a t  M -66 B o w l 

in  B a ttle  C reek , 8 :25  a .m .
Div. 2 a t  C e n tu ry  Lanes 
in  W a te rfo rd , 8 :25  a .m .
D iv. 3 a t  A irp o rt  Lanes 
in  Jackso n , 8 :25  a .m . 
S a tu r d a y , M a rc h  3 

(M H S A A  S in g le s  F in a ls )  
D iv is ion  1 a t  M -66 B o w l 

in  B a ttle  C reek , 8 :25  a .m .
D iv. 2 a t  C e n tu ry  Lanes 
in W a te rfo rd , 8 :25  a .m .
D iv. 3 a t A irp o rt  Lanes 
in  Jackso n , 8 :25  a .m . 

G IR L S  G Y M N A S T IC S  
S a tu r d a y , M a rc h  3 

M H SA A  Reg io na l 
a t  P lym o uth , 10 a .m . 

M E N 'S  C O L L E G E  H O O PS 
W e d n e s d a y , M a rc h  2 9  

S’c ra ft  a t  F lin t M o tt, 7 :30  p .m . 
W O M E N 'S  C O L L E G E  H O O PS  

W e d n e s d a y , M a rc h  2 9  
S 'c ra ft a t  F lin t M o tt, 5 :30  p .m . 

O N TA RIO  H O C K EY  LEA G U E  
T u e s d a y , F e b r u a ry  28  

P lym outh  W h a le rs  a t Sag inaw , 
10:45 a .m .

F r id a y , M a rc h  2 
B ram p to n  vs. P lym outh  W h a l­

ers
a t C o m p u w are  A re n a , 7 p .m . 

T u e s d a y , M a rc h  2 8
W in d so r vs. P lym outh  W h a le rs  
a t  C o m p u w are  A re n a , 7 p .m .

'Cats girls lax meeting

Anyone interested in playing 
Plymouth High School girls lacrosse 
in the spring should circle Thursday, 
March 1, on their calendars. At 7 p.m., 
there will be a mandatory parent 
and player meeting in room 401 at 
Plymouth High School.

Rockettes pom clinic
The Salem Rockettes Kids Clinic is 

just around the comer, slated from 9 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, March 10.

Participants will learn various rou­
tines, receive a T-shirt and pon poms 
and be invited to perform at the annu­
al Rockette Show.

lb download the clinic flyer, go to 
www.pompon.salenu*ocks.com and 
click on documents.

Play GCYBSA ball
Registrations are now under way 

for the Greater Canton Youth Base­
ball Softball Association’s baseball 
and softball programs.

The GCYBSA offers progressive­
ly developmental recreational base­
ball and softball programs for play­
ers age 4-18 from Plymouth and Can­
ton. GCYBSA is also is home to a

S P O R T S  R O U N D U P
Competitive League and travel pro­
grams (Boys Cardinals, Girls Pride 
Fast Pitch).

For more information, go to www. 
gcybsa.com or contact Coralee Ott 
at (734), 394-5358, via e-mail at cott@ 
canton-mi.org.

YMCA spring leagues
The Plymouth Family YMCA is 

accepting registrations for spring co­
ed soccer and girls volleyball leagues.

Both leagues run from April 16 
through June 9. There will be one 
practice and one game each week. 
The cost is $84 for program mem­
bers or $115 for community mem­
bers. The registration deadline is 
March 30.

If you are interested in participat­
ing or coaching your child’s team, 
please contact the YMCA at (734) 453- 
2904 or visit www.ymcadetroit.org.

YMCA starts registration
The Plymouth Family YMCA is reg­

istering for its instructional clinics.
The focus of these programs will 

be on fun, exercise and social interac­
tion through sports instruction. Clin­
ics include Tiny Tikes Sports Sampler 
(ages 3-5), Preschool Basketball (ages

4-5) and Y Pucks (ages 6-8).
The programs run the weeks of 

March 6 through April 17. All class­
es are held in local schools during the 
week.

For more information, contact the 
YMCA at (734) 453-2904 or visit www. 
ymcadetroit.org.

Baseball clinics
Baseball fundamentals are on tap 

for youngsters looking to improve 
their skills, at the forthcoming Plym­
outh Wildcats Youth Baseball Clinic.

Participants in grades 1-8 will 
receive age-appropriate instruction 
from 2012 Plymouth varsity base­
ball coaches and players. Stations will 
include hitting, pitching, infield, out­
field, catching and radar gun read­
ings.

Sessions, in the Plymouth High 
School gymnasium, will take place:
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday March 17 
(for those in grades 14); Saturday 
March 31 (for those in grades 5-8).

The pre-registration cost, which 
includes snack, is $20. The fee is $25 
the day of the clinic. Pre-registration 
is urged, as the camp is limited to 100. 
Go to www.basebaLplymouthwild- 
cats.com for more information.

C o n f e r e n c e

c h a m p s
Canton's varsity girls 
gymnastics team celebrates 
after capturing the KLAA 
conference meet on Satur­
day, Feb. 18 at Euro Stars 
Gymnastics in Plymouth. It 
is the third season in a row 
that the Chiefs won the 
KLAA tourney.

Help Wanted-General

Account Manager
Neapco Drivelines, Van 
Buren Twp. Qualified can­
didates w/at least 3 yrs. 
Acct/Proj Mgmnt exp. BBA 
preferred. EE0 Email: 

pcaylor@neapco.com

A C C O U N T A N T
Needed for a permanent 
part-time position in a 
physician office. Candidate 
must be able to process 
financial transactions incl­
uding journal entries, 
invoices, etc. Responsible 
for payroll, benefits for 
employees and bookkeep­
ing duties. Must be profi­
cient in Excel, Peachtree, 
Internet and Word. Ideal 
candidate will have 5+ yrs. 
of experience with good 
oral and written communi­
cation skills, accuracy & 

attention to detail.
Exc. pay & flexible hrs.
Please email resume: 

a2derm@aol.com

APPOINTMENT SETTER
Ideal for anyone who can't 
get out to work. Work from 
home PT, schedule pick-ups 
for Purple Heart. Call Mon-Fri 
9-5: 734-728-4572 or email: 

phoneworkinfo@aol.com

ATTORNEY:
Defense, trial law firm 
seeking an associate 

attorney with 4-5 years 
litigation experience. 

Must be an organized 
hard worker, self starter 
with good writing and 

research skills. Must be 
able to handle, manage 
and maintain complex 

litigation cases and meet 
deadlines in a busy, fast 

paced office environment. 
Analytical thinker with 
problem solving skills 

preferred. Please forward 
resumes and writing 

sample to: rhampton® 
dawson-clark.com 

or fax (313) 256-8913.

AUTO PARTS NAPA 
COUNTER PERSON, EXP'O.
Paint mixing helpful. .Apply 

at: 43500 Grand River, Novi.

BOOKKEEPER, Exp'd.
20-24 hrs/wk. QuickBooks, 
AP/AR, Bank Rec, Financial 
Statements, Medical Ins, 941. 
Good negotiating & collection 
skills. Resume: russmasura® 
dearbornlithograph.com

Help Wanted-General

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
SERVICE TECHNICIAN:

Self Motivated person, must 
have exp. with ladders and on 
roofs. Must have high school 
diploma & driver's lie. $9 to 
start, quiefe promotion for 
right person. Send resumes: 
Stan's Fireplace & Chimney, 

17195 Silver Park Way, #216, 
Fenton, Ml 48430 or email: 
stansfireplace@gmail.com

CLEANERS NEEDED - EXP'D
For Novi cleaning co. Must be 
dependable & responsible. 
Join our family of cleaning 

•professionals. $10/hr w/flexi- 
ble schedule, part time. . 

(248) 478-3240

CLEANERS, Full-Time
for area homes. $10/hr. start. 

No nights/wkends. Car req. 
Plymouth. 734-812-5683

DAYCARE ASSISTANT
For licensed home in canton. 
Please call only btwn 6pm- 
9pm; leave name, number & 
some info. (734) 340-1080

DELIVERY
Valid Driver's License Req. 

Co. Vehicle Provided. 
$600-$800/Week 

Call Mon-Fri. 10am-3pm 
(248) 471-9444

DIRECT CARE: Make a differ­
ence! Support people with 
disabilities living their life the 
way they want to I Assist with 
personal care, meals, taking 
care of their homes, getting 
places etc. Many locations, 
many shifts! If you are at least 
18 years old, have a valid 
Michigan's Driver's License & 
are CLS, Inc. trained, call our 
Job Line 734-728-4201, 0#

DRIVERS
Busy towing company adding 
6 new trucks. We are hiring 
10 new drivers and light serv­
ice vehicle drivers. Experience 
preferred but will train the 
right candidates.
If you have 2 years experi­
ence you may qualify for a 
$1000.00 sign on bonus! 

Please contact us at 
734-722-7100

Help Wanted-General

ENTRY LEVEL SALES
Seeking candidates 

looking for career oppty. 
Send resume: 
vinnieellul® 

trugreenmail.com 
Or apply at

www.trugreenjobs.com
E0E/M/F/D/V/AA

FUNERAL PRE-PLANNING:
Full-time career professional. 
Caring support and training. 

Unlimited opportunity, no 
experience necessary. If you 
have a compassionate heart 

and a passion for sales, 
call Mary at: (734) 216-9921

HELPDESK/
IT SUPPORT TECHS.

Must have technical PC skills. 
Call center environment. 
Open availability, several 

positions, $9/hr - Southfield. 
FT & PT. Email resume to 

aheisler@hcsteam.com or fax 
248-593-1951 ATTN: Ashley

OFFICE CLEANERS NEEDED
Mon-Fri. from 6pm-10pm. 
In the Livonia/-Farmington 

Hills area. $9/hr.
Call: 734-642-0074

PARALEGAL/ 
LEGAL ASSISTANT:
Very busy, fast paced, 
defense trial law office 
seeking a dependable 

paralegal with 2-3 years 
experience. Must be an 
organized hard worker, 
self starter with good 

computer skills. Ability to 
handle, manage, maintain 
and assist with complex 
litigation cases in prepa­

ration for trial. Please 
forward resumes to: 

rhampton@ 
dawson-clark.com 

or fax (313) 256-8913

Help Wanted-General

PERSONAL TRAINER: We are
a private personal training 
facility in Canton. Must be 
exp. & certified & be driven in 
helping clients achieve their 
health & fitness goals.
Email: jeff@4everfittc.com

Private Care 
Associates

Looking for mature Nurse 
Aide/Caregiver. Minimum 1 
yr. exp. with reference of 
Private Duty home care, hos­
pital or assisted living experi­
ence. Requirements include 
someone who can speak flu­
ent English, cook, and house­
keeping experience. We also 
require a valid drivers license, 
clean criminal history and 
'reliable transportation.

Fax resume or email: 
586-408-6046

tstange@pcahomecare.com

PROPERTY
MANAGER

Southfield/Detroit area 
Apartment Community 
seeks person w/3+ yrs 

exp in industry. Marketing 
and organizational skills 

required.
Email Resume: 

huntllc@aol.com

ROUTE DRIVERS
No exp nec. Send resume: 

chrisjohnson@ 
trugreenmail.com

Apply online at: 
www.trugreenjobs.cofn 

EQE/M/F/D/V/AA

Sales Position: 
Beal Estate Sales

Licensing Classes 
Now Forming

A 24 month Paid 
Internship that may lead 
to a Six Figure Income.

• Be your Owji Boss
• Work When You Want
• Never-Ever be 

laid off again
• Own Your Practice
• You Determine 

Your Income
• 100% Commission 

Income
• Bonus Programs
• Health/Life/Disability 

Insurance
• Retirement and Savings
• Full Time Support Staff

CALL PAT RYAN 
(734) 591-9200 

PatRyan® 
RealEstate0ne.com

Help Wanted-General

SUPERVISOR FOR 
HOUSEKEEPING/ 

JANITORIAL
Dining Services Management 
Company has an immediate 
opening for a full-time 
WORKING SUPERVISOR at a 
Detroit College. Supervisory 
exp, a plus. Must be able to 
work evenings and weekends. 
Friendly, energetic, customer 
service oriented individuals 
need only to apply. Great 
Benefits! Email resume: 

sales@ovations 
diningservices.com 

or mail to: P0 Box 261 
New Hudson, Ml 48165 
Attn: Human Resources

TEACHERS' ASSISTANT
Previous exp. in a learning 

center needed.
Some education preferred. 

Call 734-459-9920

TOOL MAKERS-EXP'D
• ID/OD Grinder Hands

• Surface Grinder Hands
• CNC Mill Hand 

• CNC Turning Hand 
Part and Full Time 
Positions Available 

Carbide Experience a Plus 
(586) 777-0504

TRAVEL AGENT:
Immediate opening for an 
exp'd. travel agent. Email 
resume: travcorp93@aol.com

Help Wanted-Office 
Clerical

DATA ENTRY
•Laboratory. Evenings, 
Full-Time. Fax resume: 
248-426-9830 or Email: 

tvarlese@biotechclinical.Qom

Receptionist/
Office Assistant 

Part-time, Afternoons
Assist in general office duties. 

Global CNC Industries 
11865 Globe Street 

Livonia, Ml 48150 Email: 
trupert@globalcnc.com 

Fax: 734-464-2225

Help Wanted-Dental

Customer Service Rep & 
Dental Repair Tech

Customer Service bachelor’s 
degree req, computer skills 
req. dental exp preferred. 
Tech 3 years exp req, base 
salary plus commission.

Fax or email resume to: 
586-983-2506 

kiritb@kabdental.com

Help Wanted-Dental

Busy specialty practice is 
looking for:

Medical
Assistant

Full-time
One year of previous spe­
cialty clinical experience 
required. Must be willing 
to travel between Livonia 
& Novi.

Medical Office 
M anager

Full Time
Minimum 4 year degree in 
a health care related is pre­
ferred; 5 years experience 
in an appropriate health 
care setting. Leadership 
experience in a large med­
ical specialty practice with 
multiple offices. Create 
and maintain an environ­
ment that promotes excep­
tional patient care and a 
first class working envi­
ronment. Applicant must 
be available to and have 
means to travel as neces­
sary for orientation, train­
ing, and for coverage at 
additional practice sites.

Please send resumes to: 
asutphen® 

procaresystems.com

CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT
Duties include: clerical work, 
some billing, taking patients 
to rooms and learning x-rays. 
Requires good communica­
tion skills, friendly & outgo­
ing personality. Must be 
mature & responsible & have 
computer skills. 20 hrs/wk. 
Mon-Wed-Fri. 2:45-7.30PM. 

& Sat. 8:45am-1:30pm. 
27527 Joy Rd. Westland. 
Call mornings Mon.T u b s . 

Wed. & Frl. 734-522-5501

Help Wanted-Medlcal

HOUSEKEEPING 
SUPERVISOR/ 

CENTRAL SUPPLY 
PURCHASER

West Hickory Haven,
a 101-bed skilled rehabili­
tation facility located in 
Milford, Ml has an oppor­
tunity for a full-time work­
ing supervisor in the 
housekeeping department. 
The successful candidate 
will have good superviso­
ry skills with a willingness 
to work on the floor with 
staff. Requires a back­
ground in purchasing and 
inventory control with 
basic computer skills. 
Must be willing to work 
every other weekend.

Please submit your 
resume and application 

in person a t :
West Hickory Haven 

3310 W. Commerce Rd. 
Milford, Ml 48380

LABORATORY SEEKING 
HISTOTECHNOLOGIST & 

CYTOTECHNOLOGIST
Part-Time. Fax resume: 
248-426-9830 Email: 

tvarlese@biotechclinical.com

MEDICAL BILLER
Needed for a growing 

medical billing co. At least 
5 yrs . exp. needed. Email: 

Bma123@comcast.net

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST:
Full-time for busy family prac­
tice. Telephone skills, comput­
er scheduling, billing, fun 
place to work, great benefits. 
Fax resume: (248) 476-9709

Help Wanted-Medlcal

OPTOMETRIC
ASSISTANT

Positive, personable pro­
fessional needed part-time 
for private office. Pre-test­
ing, contact lenses, eye­
glass dispensing, exp. pre­
ferred. Email resume to: 

eyecarehr@yahoo.com

RN/LPN 
Midnight Shift

Apply in person: 
Plymouth Inn Assisted Living 

205 Haggerty Rd.

RN/LPN, Exp'd.
An established health care 
Co. in Western Wayne 
County is looking for an 
RN/LPN capable of over­
seeing seniors in an assist­
ed living environment. 
Must have exceptional 
leadership & clinical skills. 

Fax resume: 
(248) 735-1010

SECRETARY
PT (31 hrs) for outpatient 
clinic in Livonia. T, Th, Fri 12 
-  5pm; Weds 12-8:30 pm; 
Sat 8:30 am -  5 pm. 
Behavioral health or medical 
experience desired. Strong 
customer relations, computer 
sk ills. Flexibility required. 
Resume to: OPC/KD, 2550 S. 
Telegraph Rd, Ste. 250, 
Bloomfield Hills,Ml 48302. 

Fax: 248-322-0006. 
Email: hr@opcmail.net

SENIOR MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Needed for busy multi special­
ty clinic in Livonia area. Multi 
tasking capabilities and x-ray 
skills required. Full time with 
benefits. Mon-Fri 8-5pm, no 
weekends or evening hours. 
Fax resume to 248-988-9304

( Help Wanted- 
[ Food/Beverage

BREAKFAST COOK:
Good leadership skills, 
opportunity to advance. 

Send resumes: 
plymouth.rest@yahoo.com, 

(734) 233-5951

Making Life
A L O T  E A S IE R !

hometomlife.com

Help Wanted- 
Food/Beverage

MANAGERS 
General & Shift

Exp'd. FT/PT w/benefits. 
Competitive pay & flexible 

hrs. Good References.
Email: jgross@ 

dakota-restaurants.com

WAITSTAFF/BARTENDER
FT/PT. Apply within btwn 5- 
8pm: Jon's Goodtime Bar & 
Grill, 27553 Cherry Hill. Just W 
of Inkster Rd. (734) 776-2580

Help Wanted-Sales

SALES POSITION - PT:
BLZ Art & Home Decor, M-F, 
12-5, occasional weekends. 

People skills & basic comput- 
er/cashier experience needed. 

Background in home & art 
decor a plus. Send resume: 

beckysue2010@hotmall.com

hi jf.MHilil;
miiami

♦
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Purebred rescues to exhibit at annual dog show

Kathy and Larry Nathan of Farmington show Scuito, one of their pugs.

DETROIT KENNEL CLUB DOG 
SHOWS
When: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, March 3, and 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Sunday, March 4
Where: Cobo Center, One Washington Blvd., in down­
town Detroit
What: The 108th and 109th shows are "benched," 
meaning that dogs must stay in their assigned display 
areas when they aren't in the ring being judged, giving 
visitors a close-up view of the dogs and access to breed­
ers, owners and handlers. The event includes vendors, 
animal rescue groups and dog breed clubs and many 
special attractions including pet first aid and CPR dem­
onstrations, terrier racing and lure chasing, Dog Scouts 
of America, Therapy Dogs Incorporated, field training 
demonstrations, herding demonstrations, coursing and 
training techniques and puppy competition 
Tickets: $15 for adults; $8 for seniors, 65 and older, and 
children, 3-12; $40 family pass for two adults, two chil­
dren. Tickets available at the door; cash only. Discount 
tickets — $12.50 for individuals and $35 family pass 
— available at Kroger stores 
Contact: www.detroitkennelclub.com

Chloe, a miniature schnauzer, will help promote purebred 
dog rescue next weekend at the Detroit Kennel Club Dog 
Shows.

By Sharon Dargay
O& E Staff W riter

Chloe will get plenty of 
face time with the pub­
lic during the Detroit Ken­
nel Club Dog Shows next 
weekend in Detroit.

The miniature schnau­
zer won’t put a paw into 
the judging ring, but will 
help promote purebred dog 
rescue—and might even 
catch the eye of a potential 
adopter.

“I want to get the word 
out to people that if you 
want a purebred dog, you 
can get one from a rescue. 
You can find just about any 
purebred you want through 
petfinder.com,” said Mary 
Mclver, a Livonia woman 
who heads the Great Lakes 
Mini Schnauzer Rescue. 
The group will be among 
a handful of rescue orga­
nizations with educational 
booths and adoptable dogs 
at the Kennel Club shows 
March 3 and 4 at Cobo Cen­
ter in downtown Detroit.

Kirsten Borgstrom, a 
spokeswoman for the show, 
said the inaugural exhib­
it will feature purebred 
rescue organizations with 
these breeds: boxer, bull- 
mastif, Dogue de Bor­
deaux, English Bulldog, 
miniature schnauzer, pug, 
schipperke, and Soft Coat­
ed Wheaten terrier.

It will be Mclver’s first 
time exhibiting at the annu­
al event.

“The other reason I want­
ed to do this was I want 
people to stay out of pet 
stores and away from dis­
reputable breeders. Pet 
store puppies come from 
puppy mills. If you want a 
puppy, look for a reputable 
breeder.”

Larry Nathan, a Farm­
ington resident and found­
er of Michigan Pug Res­
cue, says he feels fortunate 
to be among the purebred

rescues included in the 
Detroit Kennel Club shows 
this year.

“If it does nothing more 
than get our name out 
there, that’s important. 
What we try to do is inter­
act with the people there, 
give them our business 
cards or brochures,” he 
said. “We take one or two 
dogs and it gives people 
the opportunity to interact 
with the dogs, learn what 
rescue is about and how 
they can go about adopt­
ing.”

Michigan Pug Rescue 
participated in the annual 
dog shows two years ago 
as a part of Purina’s Ral­
ly to the Rescue exhib­
it. But his group and oth­
er rescues shared the 
same space, along with 
Rally demonstrations and 
shows.

“This time each group 
will have an 8-by-10 booth 
and we can set up a table 
and chairs and have infor­

mation. It will be more 
beneficial to the rescues,’ 
Nathan said.

New hobby
Michigan Rig Rescue 

has fostered and found 
homes for 450 dogs since

Spencer, 5, is among the 
dogs available for adoption 
through the Great Lakes 
Mini Schnauzer Rescue in 
Livonia. The petite, feisty 
pooch was rescued from a 
puppy mill.

2000 when Nathan and.his 
wife, Kathy, founded the 
volunteer-based nonprofit 
organization.

“She (Kathy) told me 
you’ve got to find a hob­
by,” Nathan recalled.
“In the summer I like to 
work outside. In the win­
ter, I didn’t have a hob­
by. We owned a pug at the

time. So, she came home 
one day with a copy of 
Dog Fancy and there was 
an article about dog res­
cue. I contacted them and 
they gave me the name of 
a rescue here. But they 
were more of a breed 
club and I was more 
interested in rescue. So 
we broke off in April 2000 
and set up our own res­
cue.”

The group takes on 
dogs that have been sur­
rendered by their own­
ers because of divorce 
and financial or health 
difficulties; rescues pup­
py mill breeder dogs and 
pugs in shelters.

“A lot of people don’t 
want a puppy because 
they don’t want the house 
training issues. If you get 
a dog from a reputable 
rescue, they know what 
is going on with the dog, 
the health issues and if its 
potty-trained.”

The couple has adopted 
some of the special needs 
dogs the group has res­
cued. Scuito lost a leg as 
a result of abuse when 
she was a puppy. Buddy 
is blind and Hannah was

Please see SHOW, B7
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D re a m  E n co u n te r o f  th e  S u p e rn a tu ra l K in d

D r .  B a r b i e  B r e a t h i t t

Dreams, Visions & Prophecy 
Learn what God is saying as you sleep

Dr. Barbie Breathitt

F r id a y ,  M a r c h  2  | 7 - 9  p .m .  

S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  3  j 1 0  a . m .  - 4  p . m .  

S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  4  | 1 0 : 3 0  a .m .

Hosted by

O p e n  A r m s  C h u r c h
3 3 0 1 5  W . 7 M ile  R o ad  • L iv o n ia . M l 4 8 1 5 2  • ( 2 4 8 ) 4 7 1 - 5 2 8 2  

1/4 m ile  east o f  F arm in gto n  R oad, a cro ss fro m  Jo e 's  P ro d u ce  

Pastor Grady Jensen Assoc. Pastor Abe Fazzini
F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n :  w w w .b a r b ie b r e a t h it t . c o m

O E08768376

Classes fill quickly. 
Register today!

0 %  Schoolcraft
College

Spanish W ines

Join Lee Hershey, 
Sommelier, for 
an exciting and 

f , delicious tour of 
I Spain's multifaceted 

wine regions. A 
treasure  trove of 
wines— something 
for everyone, 
regardless of your 
ta s te  or b u d g e t, is 
at your fingertips.

Five week class on Mondays from 
7-9 pm —  class starts March 12th

Pre-registration is required 
[CES 2111 / Sec. 911004]

Must be 21 years of age to attend

• FREE ADMISSIONIH
• Over 100 Exhibitors
• Multiple Raffles
• K lis  Project Center

• Variety of Workshops*

• Murray fiu ia anme 
Appliance Doctor Joe 
Gagnon Broadcasting Live 
all Weekend

• Free Name improvement 
Tips a Coupon Boeklet

• Live Woodcarving 
Demonstrations

S u m m i t  o n  t h e  P a r i
46000 Summit Parkway

E x p o  H o u r s :
Saturday 9am - 5pm

S p o n s o r e d  b y :

C a n t o n
CueMfrtJUr wt Utu Muwi

homctownlifc.com

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c  
H o m e t o w n  '

http://www.detroitkennelclub.com
http://www.barbiebreathitt.com
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Reporter pens book on Maltese in Detroit
Diane Gale Andreas- 

si, a Livonia resident and 
reporter for the South 
Lyon Herald, recent­
ly published Maltese in 
Detroit, a book document­
ing the emigration of 
residents from Malta, a 
small island country off 
the coast of Italy, to the 
Motor City.

Detroit has one of the 
largest Maltese popula­
tions outside the small 
nation, which is south of 
Sicily in the Mediterra­
nean.

Published by Arcadia 
Publishing in the Imag­
es of America series, the 
book is filled with pic­
tures of early immigrants 
and introduces readers to 
settlers and current res­
idents. Pictures of Most 
Holy Trinity in Detroit 
and the Maltese clubs 
in Dearborn and Detroit 
offer a flavor of life 
among the Maltese today.

From 35,000-70,000 peo­
ple of Maltese heritage

Diane Gale Andreassi

live in the United States 
and the Detroit area has 
the largest concentra­
tion. In fact, it is one of 
the largest Maltese pop­
ulations in the world out­
side the small European 
nation in the Mediterra­
nean.

“The response to the 
book has been over­
whelming,” said Andre­
assi, who was born in

Detroit of parents who 
left their homeland to set­
tle in a large Maltese-pop­
ulated Corktown neigh­
borhood of Detroit. “It 
was wonderful to meet so 
many Maltese people and 
to learn about the pride 
they have in their heri­
tage,”

The book illustrates the 
importance of the Roman 
Catholic church in Mal­
ta and among the Maltese 
immigrants in their new 
land. It introduces read­
ers to the Maltese priests 
who were among the 
notable people who wel­
comed and helped accli­
mate the others as they 
arrived.

It took a year to assem­
ble Maltese in Detroit, 
but it was a labor of love 
for Andreassi, who grad­
uated from the Universi­
ty of Michigan-Dearbom 
with a double major in 
economics and English.

She started her career 
in journalism at the Dear­

born Heights Leader and 
the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers as a report­
er and a lifestyles edi­
tor before taking a leave 
to raise a family. She 
has worked on countless 
free-lance stories for a 
number of publications, 
including Gale Research, 
working on encyclope­
dia entries, one of which 
was about Malta and its 
people.

She was active in Livo­
nia’s St. Colette religious 
education program for 
more than 10 years and 
worked as a substitute 
teacher and volunteer in 
Livonia Public Schools. 
Andreassi is an avid read­
er of books and newsprint 
of all kinds.

The books are available 
at large and small book­
stores and for a discount 
rate by calling (734) 432- 
5974.

Readers can contact 
Andreassi at dandreassi@ 
hometownlife.com.

Reporter Diane Gale Andreassi said her book was a labor 
of love.

L i v o n i a  c h u r c h  s e e k s G A R D E N  &  N A T U R E

p.m. Ihesday, March 6, at 
the Livonia Senior Center, 
located at Five Mile and 
Farmington Road, in Livo­
nia. For more information, 
visit www.orgsites.com/ 
mi/livoniagardenclub/

Gardening sem inars
The Master Garden­

er Association of Western 
Wayne Country presents 
a seminar for the garden­
ing public, 7-8 p.m. Tues­
day, Feb. 28, in the Wayne 
County Extension Office 
auditorium, 5454Venoy, 
a quarter mile north of 
Van Bom, Wayne. Cost is 
$10. The topic is “Square 
Foot/High Yield Garden­
ing,” which will teach tech­
niques, fertilization and 
space saving tips, includ­
ing how to grow lots of 
vegetables in a small space 
and in a bale of straw. 
TUught by Paul Rodman, 
Advanced Master Gar­
dener, and garden writer. 
For more information vis­
it mgwwc.org. To register, 
e-mail mgwwcorg@gmail. 
com or call (313) 719-1181.

English Gardens
• Learn about starting 

seeds indoors at a free pre­
sentation, 1 p.m., Saturday, 
March 3.

• A free presentation 
focuses on herb growing at 
1 p.m. Saturday, March 10.

• Plant four herbs in 
a stylish container at a 
“Make it and TUke it” 
workshop, 2:30 p.m. Sat­
urday, March 10. Cost is 
$19.99. Register at www. 
englishgardens.com.

• Learn how to keep your 
lawn green at a free pre­
sentation, 1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 17.

• Get tips on landscape 
design at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
March 24.

Area stores are at 155 
N. Maple, Ann Arbor, 
(734)332-7900; 22650 
Ford Road in Dearborn 
Heights, (313)278-4433; 
4901 Coolidge Highway, 
Royal Oak, (248) 280- 
9500; and 6370 Orchard 
Lake Road, in West 
Bloomfield; (248) 851- 
7506. For information, 
log onto www.English- 
Gardens.com.

m e m b e r s  f o r  m u s i c a l  g r o u p s
Rosedale Gardens 

Presbyterian Church, 
9601 Hubbard Drive, 
Livonia, offers four per­
formance groups for 
anyone interested in 
making music a part of 
their spiritual journey 
during Lent and Easter.

The Chancel Choir is 
preparing new music 
for the Lenten season,

including the Palm Sun­
day Cantata. The Palm 
Sunday program will 
bring choir, orchestra, 
handbells and narration 
together. Rehearsal CDs 
are available. Chancel 
Choir meets 8-9 p.m. 
Thursday. In addition 
to singing during the 10 
a.m. service every Sun­
day, the choir will par-

n

n  r
V . [ rFour SeasonsREHABILITATIONAND NURSING

GREAT STAFF. GREAT CARE.
In-House Dialysis I Cardiac Rehab I Respiratory Therapy 

Secured Memory Care Unit I Short & Long- Term Care 
Medicare and Medicaid Provider I Private Insurance

Evangeline Pescasio, RN  
In-Service Training Director

E v a n g e lin e  p re s e n ts  

e d u c a tio n a l s e s s io n s  to  

F o u rs  S e a s o n s  s ta ff  6 -1 0  

t im e s  a  m o n th  in sm a ll  

g ro u p  se t t in g s . It’s her job 
to give nursing staff the tools 
they need to provide quality 
care.

“I teach about attitude and sensitivity, 
compassionate care and how to 
motivate staff to be exceptional," said 
Pescasio.

Before coming to Four Seasons, 
Evangeline worked as an RN for 
transplant and the surgical medical 
floor at Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit.

Her manager called her an 
ambassador for safety; everyone 
called her ‘Angel’ for a reason. “I got 
the inspiration from nursing to care for 
the whole person, not just the physical 
being. I spend time with residents, eye 
to eye, give them a hug. We're caring 
not only for residents, but families and 
co-workers.

I don’t look at nursing as a job
but as a calling."

sp iritua l, 
em otional, 

and fam ilies 
as w e ll..."

Q U A L IT Y  C A R E  

P R O V ID E D  W IT H  

D IG N IT Y  A N D  

C O M P A S S IO N  B Y  

O U T S T A N D IN G  

S T A F F

D r o p  i n  f o r  a  V i s i t  

A n y t i m e !  A n y  D a y !  a
734 | 416 | 2000

8365 Newburgh Road Just South of Joy Road I Westland 48185

Take a Tour on our Website!
w w w .fo u rse a so n sn u rs in g ce n te r.co m

ticipate in worship on 
Maundy Thursday at 7 
p.m., and the Tenebrae 
Service on Good Friday, 
beginning at 7 p.m..

Carillon and Campan- 
elle Bell Choirs offer an 
opportunity to perform 
on handbells. The Caril­
lon Choir meets from 6-
7 p.m. and the Campan- 
elle Choir rehearses 7-
8 p.m., both on Thurs­
day. Positions are avail­
able in both groups, par­
ticularly for bass bell 
ringers.

The church’s orches­
tra, Grace Notes, peri­
odically adds an excit­
ing element to worship 
with original arrange­
ments by director Mark 
Adams. Instrumental­
ists of all kinds may join 
the group.

For more informa­
tion, call Paula Clinard, 
director of music, at 
(734) 422-0494, Ext. 15, 
or via e-mail at officerg- 
pc@yahoo.com.

Send garden and nature 
announcem ents to Sharon  
Dargay at sdargayO hom e- 
tow nlife.com .

Library series
The Redford Tbwnship 

District Library, 25320 
W. Six Mile, will offer a 
free series of gardening 
classes, 6:45 p.m. Monday, 
beginning Feb. 27. Top­
ics are propagating plants 
simplified, methods of 
starting plants, Feb. 27; 
timing and tips for pruning 
trees and shrubs, March 
5; composting done easily 
and inexpensively, March 
12; trellises, arches and 
vertical plantings, March 
19; and spring garden­
ing — do it the right way, 
March 26. Advanced Mas­
ter Gardener LeRoy Wolff 
is the instructor. Register 
at adult reference desk, 
or caU (313) 531-5960, Ext. 
103.

Livonia Club
Marsha Heads, Livonia 

Garden Club member, and 
Alicia Gorbutt will present 
“Gourds in the Garden,” 7

Arthritis Today
J o s e p h  J. W e i s s , M.D. 

R h e u m a t o l o g y

18829 Farmington Road 
Livonia, M ichigan 48152 
Phone: (248) 478-7860 m

THE VALUE OF JOINT FLUID
A patient with a painful and swollen knee sees a doctor who 

removes the fluid and injects a steroid. But the doctor does 
something more: he sends the fluid to a laboratory for analysis. 
The report comes back with a fluid white blood cell (wbc) count 
of 5,000. With that information, the physician knows that the 
patient has a knee condition more serious than a sprain.

For physicians, joint fluid is not a watery substance to remove 
and discard. Rather, the fluid obtained needs analysis including a 
white blood cell count, a stain of a sample to uncover possible 
infection and a microscopic examination to look for crystals such 
as occur in gout.

In the instance cited above, the finding of 5,000 wbc’s was 
key. Normally, the cell count in synovial fluid ranges from 50-500 
cells. In instances of injury the cell count could reach 900-1000. 
A higher number indicates an inflamed joint and tells the doctor 
that he needs to obtain additional information from the patient.

In this case, further inquiry brought out that the patient had a 
past history of psoriasis, and that knee problems similar to the 
present one had occurred in the past, but always went away in 
time. Now the pain and swelling persisted which is why the 
patient made a doctor’s appointment.

With this additional data, the physician could make a diagnosis 
of psoriatic arthritis, initiate proper medication - an anti-TNF drug 
- and give the patient assurance that well being would return.

This resolution occurred because the physician took the time 
to treat synovial fluid with care and attention. J

Pastor of St. Jane Frances de Chantal Paris 
member of the Archdiocese of Detroit’s Ma 

Tribunal, will join St. Michael .pastor, Fr. Bill 
to explain annulments, convalidation and 
Catholic teachings on sacramental marrit

7 p.m. in the school cafei
No charge or reservations reqi

11441 Hubbard Road (S. of Plymouth Road) Li1 
w mv.livoniastmichael.org 734-261-14:

Monday, February 27th

St. Michael the Arclitiigcl Church

r m f 3 it«iir iip rfTT

T h e  fo llo w in g  su b s c r ib e rs  h a v e  w o n  a  c o m p lim e n ta ry  
p a ss  fo r  tw o  to  a n y  o f  th e  are a 's  E m a g in e  T h e a te rs  ju s t  
fo r  b e in g  a  su b sc r ib e r .

•  Ellin Lawson •  Joann Jonas
Bloomfield Hills Northville

•  Eric Conrad •  Mary Smith
Canton Plymouth

•  Ralph Temby •  Daniel Evans
Farmington Hills Redford

•  Margorie Sullivan •  Patty Henahan
Garden City Royal Oak

•  Douglas Ward •  James Stinar
South Lyon Novi

•  Janice Kind . •  James Owens
Livonia Westland

•  Gary Goodenow 
Milford

Subscribing has/

REWARDS

S ta rt en jo y in g  the rew ard s o f being  
a su b scrib e r to your local H om etow n ,
O b se rve r or Eccentric  N ew spaper!

Call or log on to d ay and  save  up to 
20%  and  rece ive  a $10 G ift Card!

Click: hom etownlife.com /bestoffer or call: 866.887.2737 
and ask for the REWARDS offer. hom etow niife.com

O b ser v er  &  E c c en tr ic
N e w  s u b s c r ib e r  o n ly .  X J O M E T O W N

O f f e r  E x p ir e s :  6 - 3 0  - 1 2  X T w E E K L I E S

http://www.orgsites.com/
http://www.English-Gardens.com
http://www.English-Gardens.com
http://www.fourseasonsnursingcenter.com
mailto:officerg-pc@yahoo.com
mailto:officerg-pc@yahoo.com
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Investigating appliance fires takes sleuthing
B y  J o e  G a g n o n

G u e st C o lu m n ist

The Sacramento Bee, a news­
paper in California, published 
an article on Feb. 2 about the 
defects in appliances that can 
cause a fire. Much of what I 

am writing 
today comes 
with permis­
sion from Con­
sumer Reports, 
which supplied 
the data used in 
this eye-open­
ing story.

The Web site 
address www. 
SaferProducts. 
gov should be 
written in your 
personal direc­

tory because it may be of great 
help to you once you have read 
this column. This a Web site 
where you can go back years 
to check out the model number 
of your appliances and check

to see if they were ever under 
a recall published by the Con­
sumer Product Safety Commis­
sion, (CPSC).

In the past five years, more 
than 15 million appliance units 
have been recalled by the 
CPSC and manufacturers for 
defects that could cause a fire; 
7.3 million (almost half) of the 
recalled units were dishwash­
ers. Almost four of every five 
recalls in Consumer Reports’ 
analysis involved products 
made outside of the U.S. with 
the majority coming from Chi­
na. The biggest recall in Con­
sumer Reports’ analysis was 
for 2.5 million GE dishwashers 
in May 2007. In March 2009,1.6 
million Maytag refrigerators 
were recalled because of elec­
trical failure in the relay, the 
component that turns on the 
compressor.

National Fire Incident 
Reporting System (NFIRS) 
data from 2002-2009 showed 
more than 69,000 fires in which

the appliance was the prima­
ry cause. Most incidents were 
attributed to ranges, followed 
by dryers, air conditioners, 
refrigerators and dishwashers.

Since March 2011, consum­
ers have logged more than 850 
instances of appliance fires on 
www.SaferProducts.gov, a site 
maintained by the CPSC that 
allows consumers to report 
product safety problems. The 
site has proved to be a useful 
forum for sharing safety con­
cerns, but it has encountered 
resistance from companies that 
contend the information pub­
licly posted is unverified. Con­
sumers Union supports efforts 
to protect and promote the Web 
site as a way to publicly pro­
vide early warning of potential 
product problems. Consumers 
should be encouraged to share 
their experiences with unsafe 
products on the site to provide 
real-life experiences that can 
contribute to safety.

You will have to agree that the

above information is all pret­
ty good stuff and I urge you to 
pass it around. I have spent the 
past 30 years writing books, 
this column, and doing radio 
shows across this country and 
always in my own polite way 
trying to scare the pants off of 
home owners. I have such a pas­
sion for this subject as most 
service technicians carry the 
same feelings. Talk to any appli­
ance repair guy or gal and they 
have seen so much in regards 
to appliance safety. Don’t you 
ever think I have a great love 
for these manufacturers who 
I know could do so much more 
for the customer who purchases 
their product? I honestly think 
that appliance manufactur­
ers don’t have a clue what the 
words “quality control” means 
and if government put the same 
emphasis on them that they 
do on the automobile industry 
we would certainly have safer 
products in our homes.

Register new appliances:

The large number of recalls 
is a sobering reminder of how 
important it is for consum­
ers to register their products 
with manufacturers in order 
to be promptly notified in the 
event of a recall. Consumers 
concerned about their priva­
cy or junk mail need only pro­
vide manufacturers with their 
name, contact information and 
the appliance model and seri­
al number. I talk with thousands 
of homeowners every year and 
it still shocks me at how many 
people have plugged up vent 
lines on their clothes dryers. I 
will continue to scare every per­
son I can in regards to the use of 
appliances and don’t forget the 
Web site in this column. It could 
prove to be the most important 
address you have. Stay tuned.

J o e  G a g n o n  can be heard at 8 
a.m., Saturdays on WAAM 1600. 
You can e-mail your problems and 
questions on appliances to appldr@ 
twmi.rr.com

Appliance
Doctor

Joe Gagnon

Retired racer
My name is Image. I'm a retired 
racing Greyhound and I hope 
to find a home of my own. I'm 
looking for someone to love me 
and think I'm as special as I really 
am. My foster mom says that I'm 
actually the "Perfect Girl" so per­
haps you will too. I'm a lovely 
brindle girl with eyes that will 
melt your heart. If you would 
like to meet me and learn a little 
more about me, please contact 
GRACE Greyhound Retirement 
Adoption Care and Education at 
(734) 558-4218 or e-mail grace- 
greyhounds@yahoo.com. Visit 
the GRACE website at www. 
houndsofgrace.org.

SHOW

Julie Barnett of Livonia, a volunteer with Farmington- 
based Michigan Pug Rescue, gives Detroit Pistons mascot. 
Hooper, a chance to check out a pooch at an adoption 
event in Novi.

Continued from page B5

among more than 20 dogs 
they took from a puppy 
mill raid nearly 12 years 
ago.

Activist, rescuer
Mclver, who says her 

mini schnauzers are her 
“second family,” after 
raising her own two 
children, has rescued 
dogs from puppy mills, 
too. She and her vol­
unteers regularly fos­
ter mini schnauzers that 
have been surrendered 
-by owners, taken from 
puppy mills or dumped 
in shelters.

“You’ll find me pro­
testing at pet stores 
from time to time, 
although I can’t do 
that as much because 
I ’ve got the rescue,” 
said Mclver, who loves 
to watch rescue dogs 
“blossom” and “build 
confidence” while liv­
ing in foster care. She 
got involved in animal 
rescue seven years ago 
after working in a pet 
store and took on lead­
ership of the Great 
Lakes Mini Schnauzer

Rescue in 2006, after its 
founder retired.

“I saw behind the 
scenes at the store what 
went on, the sick dogs 
that came in. I said we 
have to change it. Peo­
ple will say where do 
you expect me to get a 
puppy if I can’t go to the 
pet store? You want to 
support breeders who 
are doing it the right 
way,” she said. “The 
thing about getting a 
rescue dog is they usu­
ally are older. They’ve 
been in a home, they are

potty-trained and past 
the chew stage. They’re 
a lot less work than pup­
pies.”

Both M clver and 
Nathan said their favor­
ite dog breeds make 
good family dogs. They 
like to “do whatever you 
are doing,” M clver said.

For more about Mich­
igan Pug Rescue, vis­
it www.michiganpu- 
grescue.com. For more 
on Great Lakes Mini 
Schnauzer Rescue vis­
it members.petfinder. 
com/~M171/index.html.

SOCIAL SECURITY
M any p eople  are  

w ro n g ly  re je c te d  w h en  
th ey  ap p ly  fo r  S o c ia l 

S e c u r ity  D isa b ility  

b e n e fits . M oney w a s  

ta k e n  ou t o f th e ir  
p a y c h e c k s  fo r  S o c ia l 
S e c u r ity  ta x e s  to e n su re  
th a t th e y  w o u ld  re c e iv e  

d isa b ility  b e n e fits  if 

th e y  co u ld  no long er 

w o rk  fu ll- t im e . S a d ly , the 
g o ve rn m e n t d e n ie s  
a p p ro x im a te ly  6 0 %  of th o se  w h o  
ap p ly  fo r  d isa b ility  b en e fits .

A tto rn eys  J .B . B ie sk e  and 

Je n n ife r  A lfo n si have 42  ye a rs  
com bined  e xp e rie n ce  

rep resen ting  on ly S o c ia l Se cu rity  
d isab ility  c lie n ts . And they  
p e rso n a lly  m eet w ith  a ll c lien ts  
and ap p ear p erso n a lly  a t all co u rt 
h e a ring s . M any larg e  f irm s  a ss ig n  

in exp e ri-en ced  a tto rn eys  to your 

c a se . And som e of th ese  firm s  are  

located  th o u san d s o f m ile s  aw ay  

and on ly  f ly  the a tto rney in the 
day o f the co u rt hearing .
A tto rneys B ie sk e  and A lfonsi have 
v a s t  exp e rie n ce  before local 

M ich igan ju d g e s .

A tto rn e y s  B ie s k e  and  A lfo n s i 
ca n  o ften  m a k e  a  w in n in g  d iffe r­
e n c e  a t th e  ap p lica tio n  s tag e . 
A n d , if  an  ap p ea l is  n e c e s s a ry  
th e y  h a ve  w o n  se v e ra l hundred  
c a s e s  b efo re  a  c o u rt d a te  is  e ven  

se t .

T h o se  d en ied  ca n  ap p e a l on 

th e ir  ow n  b u t s ta t is t ic s  fo r m an y  
y e a rs  re v e a l th a t  th o se  
re p re se n te d  by a tto rn e y s  w in  a  
m u ch  h ig h e r p e rce n ta g e  o f 

a p p e a ls . And  a tto rn e y s  w h o  
s p e c ia liz e  in S o c ia l S e c u r ity  

D isa b ility  c a s e s  w in  a  m uch  

h ig h e r p e rce n ta g e  ye t.

In ad d itio n  to p ra c tic in g  on ly  
S o c ia l S e c u r ity  d isa b ility  la w  
a tto rn e y  B ie s k e  h a s  w ritte n  a 
b ook fo r  a tto rn e y s  ab o u t the

s u b je c t  and h a s  been 
in te rv ie w e d  on va rio u s  
te le v is io n  p ro g ram s. 

Both  a tto rn e y  B ie s k e  

and  A lfo n s i h ave  a lso  
b een  in te rv ie w e d  on 
rad io  p ro g ram s and 
h ave  g iven  s p e e c h e s  to 

m an y  g ro ups.

A tto rn eys  B ie s k e  

and  A lfo n s i o ffe r fre e  phone or 
o ffic e  co n su lta t io n . If th e y  
re p re se n t yo u , th e re  w ill be no 
fee charged until after the 
case  is  won. T h e  fe e  is  a  
p e rce n ta g e  o f re tro a c tiv e  

b e n e fits .

B ie s k e  and  A lfo n s i re p re se n t  

c lie n ts  fro m  a ll o ve r th e  s ta te  of 
M ich ig an . T h e ir  L iv o n ia  o ffic e  is  
on S ix  M ile  R oad  ju s t  w e s t  o f I- 
2 7 5 . T h e ir  Novi o ffic e  is  lo ca ted  
on H ag g erty  Road  ju s t  north  o f 

12  M ile  R o ad . C a ll th em  at 

1 -8 0 0 -3 3 1  - 3 5 3 0  fo r a  fre e  

co n su lta t io n  if  you h ave  been 
d en ie d , o r if  you  a re  th in k in g  of 
p o ss ib ly  ap p ly in g  fo r  S o c ia l 

S e c u r ity  b e n e fits .

w ww .ssdfighter.com

R E U N I O N S

D EA R BO R N  HEIGHTS A N ­
N APO LIS  

C LA S S  O F 1982

For information about the 
30-year reunion on Saturday, 
Oct. 20, at Fr. Patrick O'Kelley 
Knights of Columbus in 
Dearborn, visit the "AHS Class 
of 82" page on Facebook, or 
contact Diane Goodreau at 
dianeschofield@sbcglobal.net 
or (313) 363-0523; Jim Linaras 
at godofouzo@yahoo.com; or 
John Zadikian at zman6754@ 
aol.com.
D ETRO IT M A C K EN Z IE  

C L A S S  O F 1962

Planning class reunion in 
2012. Seeking classmates and 
contact information. E-mail the 
committee at mackenzie1962@ 
gmail.com.
FARM IN GTO N  HIGH SCH O O L  

C LA S S  O F 1967

Organizers of the 45th 
reunion on July 21 are look­
ing for classmates. Send your 
e-mail address to Susan (Him- 
melspach) Whittaker at S_whit- 
taker@comcast.net or Fred 
Gregg at fredge1@comcast.net 
to receive a reunion packet.

G A R D EN  C IT Y  HIGH SCH O O L  
EA ST

C L A S S E S  O F 1968-1973

Reunion Sept. 22. Looking 
for classmates. Check out the 
"Garden City High School 
(East) Reunion 2012" on face- 
book. Or e-mail to Cindy Eads 
Frens at irish4200@hotmail. 
com, Debi Cassidy Haller 
at debi.haller@gmail.com,
Doris Fugaban Williams at do- 
ris1226@wowway.com, Lee A 
Gilligan at ee.gilligan@att.net, 
Sue Cook at stasselmyer@char- 
ter.net, SuzieWright Rogiero 
at suzierogiero@yahoo.com, 
Jackie Kalifut at jackieidesonO 
gmail.com or Jeff Fordell at jef- 
freyfordell@comcast.net. 
LIN CO LN  PARK HIGH  

C L A S S  O F 1963
Planning for 50-year reunion, 

set for Sept. 15, is underway. 
For more information con­
tact JeanBadoud-Riddell at 
weaver@sbcglobal.net. 
N O RTH VILLE HIGH SCH O O L  

C LA S S  O F 1971-75
The classes are joining togeth­

er to celebrate with a reunion 
on Aug. 4. Reunion organizers 
are searching for classmates

from those years. Send your 
name, address, phone and 
e-mail to nhs40yearreunion@ 
gmail.com. The organizers will 
send more details after receiv­
ing your information. 
RED FO RD  THURSTON HIGH  
SCH O O L  

C LA S S  O F 1962
Looking for classmates for 

reunion on Sept. 8. Contact: 
nikkiwestberg@yahoo.com or 
Sue (Hughes) Morman at (734) 
414-9941 for more informa­
tion.
W A YN E M EM O R IA L  HIGH
SCH O O L

C LA S S  O F 1957

Looking for classmates for the 
55th class reunion to be held 
May 19. For more information 
contact Wanda Putman Boice 
at boice@aol.com or polly- 
girl219@aol.com. Or call Rich­
ard Smith at (248) 747-6817. 
C LA S S  O F 1962

Looking for classmates for 
50th class reunion on May 19. 
E-mail to Judy (Ramsey) Oleson 
at joleson@sbcglobal.net or 
call her at (586) 268-1663 or 
e-mail to Kathy (Quinn) Hayes 
at bustchr@aol.com.

I n i  n  j  i  t .

/ ^ D I G I T A L
\  C I M v H A S

hometownlife.com

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c
H o m e t o w n

W E E K L I E S
A GANNETT COMPANY

2012

Children’s Spring
flLM FESTIVAL

Shown at the Great MJR Digital Cinema

W e s t l a n d  G r a n d  D i g i t a l  C i n e m a  1 6

6 8 0 0  N .  W a y n e  R d .  7 3 4 . 2 9 8 . 2 6 5 7

Showing Showing Showing Showing Showing
February March March March March
25 & 26 3 & 4 10 & 11 17 & 18 24 & 25

F r e e  t o  c h i l d r e n  1 2  a n d  u n d e r

until theatre capacity!
E v e r y  S a t u r d a y  &  S u n d a y  

F e b r u a r y  2 5 t h  t h r u  M a r c h  2 5 t h  2 0 1 2

A d u lt s ;  $ 1 . 0 0

i t  A d v a n c e  T i c k e t  S a l e s

Showtimes posted on www.mjrtheatres.com 
on the Tuesday before the posted date.
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BEANE 
MARY “PAT”

Age 79 of Livonia. Beloved wife 
of the late Robert “Bob”. Loving 
mother of Mary “Sue”
Sobocinski, Robert Jr. (Virginia) 
Beane, and Connie (Rick)
Fletcher. Dear grandmother of 
Sarah and Sheila Sobocinski, 
Rebecca (Greg) Perdue, and 
Robert III (Cassandra) Beane, and 
Ricky Fletcher. Dearest great 
grandmother of 8 . Please call Fred 
Wood Funeral Home for service 
times (734)464-8060. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made 
to the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Please share your memories at 
Fredwoodfuneralhome.com

ERICKSON, 
KENNETH HENRY

Age 80, of Holland, 
passed away, Friday, 
February 17, 2012 at 

Holland Hospital following a 
courageous battle with cancer. 
Ken was bom on March 22, 1931 
in Brooklyn, NY to Henry and 
Isabel Erickson. He received a 
bachelor's degree from Hope 
College and master's and doctor­
ate degrees from the University of 
Michigan. Ken was employed by 
the Redford Union School 
District, where he served as 
school superintendent before retir­
ing in 1992. Ken was also presi­
dent of the Redford Township 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
served in the United States Army 
with distinction, earning the 
Bronze Star Medal with Valor in 
Korea. He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 52 years, Betty in 
2008. He is survived by his chil­
dren; Jeffrey (Rosemary) Erickson 
of Holland, Brent (Marcia) 
Erickson of Williamston, and 
Bradley (Fiona) Erickson of 
Clarkston; eight grandchildren, 
Bryan, Michael, Jason, Nicole, 
Kelsey, Colin, Aidan, and Regan; 
sisters, Lois (David) Brenner of 
Oneonta, NY and Carol 
MacKenzie (Richard Lane) of 
Williamsburg, VA; in-laws, Joyce 
Martinus of Muskegon, Roger 
(Ruth) Borr of Holland, and 
Marsha (Paul) Northuis of 
Holland. Funeral services were 
held Monday, February 20, 2012 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 555 
Michigan Avenue, with the Rev. 
Jennifer Adams officiating. Burial 
was in Pilgrim Home Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society or Grace Episcopal 
Church. Arrangements were by 
the Dykstra Funeral Homes- 
Northwood Chapel in Holland, 
Ml. For more information and an 
online registry, visit: 

www.dykstrafuneralhome.com

GIBSON-WEST, 
JOAN INA

Age 77 of Rochester Hills, passed 
away Friday, February 24, 2012 at 
her residence. She was born May 
7, 1934 in Berkley to Charles and 
Lilyan Gibson. Mrs. West was an 
active member in the local com­
munity servicing many groups. 
She was the Past President and 
founding member of the 
Cranbrook House and Gardens 
Auxialiary. She was a Past 
Directress and longtime member 
of the Christ Church Cranbrook 
Alter Guild. She was a Past 
President and longtime member of 
the P.E.O. Sisterhood—Chapter 
DD. Mrs. West was also a past 
committee chairwoman of the 
Bloomfield Hills Village Club and 
a member of the St. Andrews 
Society of Detroit. She also retired 
as a bank teller from Standard 
Federal Savings. Most of all she 
was longtime wife, mother, and 
grandmother. She is survived by 
her loving husband of 57 years, 
Ronald A. West, whom she mar­
ried June 25, 1955; her children, 
Michael (Suzanne) West of Grosse 
Pointe, Scott (Nancy) West of 
Duxbury, Massachusetts, Megan 
(Michael) Thurston of Bloomfield 
Hills, and Paul (Debbie) West of 
West Bloomfield; brother, 
Raymond (Ingrid) Gibson of West 
Bloomfield; and grandchildren, 
Elizabeth, Harrison, Charles, 
Jonathan, Julie, Nina, Christa, 
Mitchell, Emily, William, and 
Kirsten. Precededing her in death 
were her parents; her daughter, 
Julie; and her brother, Grant.. The 
family will received friends 
Thursday 5-8 PM and Friday 1-8 
PM at the Sawyer-Fuller Funeral 
Home, 2125 12 Mile Rd. (2 blocks 
West of Woodward), Berkley. 
Mrs. West will lie in state 
Saturday from 10:30 AM until the 
time of service 11 AM at Christ 
Church Cranbrook, 470 Church 
Road, Bloomfield Hills. 
Interment, Roseland Park 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers the 
family would ask that you consid­
er a donation in Joan's memory to 
the Christ Church Cranbrook Altar 
Guild at 470 Church Road, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 or to 
the Cranbrook House and Gardens 
Auxiliary, 380 Lone Pine Road, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303-0801.

Share your memories at:
www.sawyerfriller.com

HOLZHETER, 
DOROTHYANN

Dorothy took her final journey on 
Monday, January 9, 2012 at home 
in Virginia Beach, VA. She was 
born in Pennsylvania on July 16, 
1926 and lived in Livonia the 
majority of her life, she was 85 
years young. She is reunited with- 
her husband Herbert Holzheter, 
daughter Laura and son Louis 
Heller. She is survived by her lov­
ing children, Denean Evans, 
Herbert Holzheter Jr. and son-in- 
law Jim. She took immense-pleas­
ure in, and loved, her grandchil­
dren, Rick, Laurie, Heather, 
Michael, Ryan and Kim and her 
great grandchildren, Evan, Ayden, 
Dillon, Emma and Hailey, along 
with many nieces and nephews. 
Mom had many longtime friends 
who will miss her. She was a great 
mother, wife, friend and neighbor, 
and above all, kind to everyone. 
Mom always thought of others 
first and did not know a stranger. 
She was also an avid bowler and 
card player. Her Celebration of 
Life open house will be held at 
her Grandson’s home at 34009 
Edmonton Ave, Farmington Hiils, 
Michigan on Saturday, February 
25, 2012, from l-6pm.

JOHNSON, GARY RAY
Age 60 of Bancroft/formerly of 
Howell passed away on Monday, 
February 20, 2012 at his home. A 
funeral service will be held in 
Livonia on Monday. Family will 
meet with friends on Friday from 
1-8 p.m. at Watkins Brothers 
Funeral Home, Bancroft Chapel. 
Gary was bom on February 15, 
1952 in Detroit, the son of 
Raymond V. and Marcia A. 
(Kokones) Johnson. He was a 
graduate of Livonia Stevenson 
High School, Class of 1970. Gary 
was a Iron Worker. He is sur­
vived by his Fianc ee Myrna 
Wintermote, daughter Stacey 
(Richard) Griffin, grandchildren, 
James and Brianna, brother, 
Darrell D. (Donna) Johnson, 
step-brother, Nicholas Kokones, 
mother, Marcia (George) 
Kokones and several nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by 
his father Raymond and brother 
Kevin. Memorials can be made to 
Banderol) Lions Club or Durand 
Eagles. Online condolences can 
be sent to:
www.watkinsfuneralhomes.com

JONES, JACK
February 19, 2012, age 77 of 
Livonia. Beloved husband of 
Maureen. Dear father of Karen 
(Don) Taulby and John (Kim) 
Jones. Loving grandpa of Alec 
Jones. Mr. Jones is survived by 2 
brothers and 1 sister. A memorial 
gathering will be held at Fred 
Wood Funeral Home 36100 Five 
Mile Road (E. of Levan) Livonia, 
Sunday February 26 from 2- 
4PM. In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made to the American 
Heart Association.

Please share your memories at 
fredwoodfuneralhome.com

ROBISON, ALBERT R.
Age 83, February 20, 2012. 
Beloved -husband of Bernice. 
Father of Diana (Greg) Cowling, 
A1 (Dee), Rod (Michele) and the 
late Richard. Grandfather of 
Meredith (Shawn) Galdeen, 
Andrea, AJ (Jen), Ashley, Ryan, 
Kyle and Tyler. Great grandfather 
of Melody and Evangelene. 
Visitation Thursday 3-8pm at the 
John N. Santeiu & Son Funeral 
Home, 1139 Inkster Rd., Garden 
City (between Ford Rd. & Cherry 
Hill). In state Friday 10am until 
11am funeral service at Garden 
City Community Baptist Church, 
28237 W. Warren Rd. (Between 
Inkster Rd. & Middlebelt). 
www.santeiufuneralhome.com 
Family suggestions memorials to 
the Alzheimer's Association.

REDDIG,
WILLIAM EDWIN 

AUGUST 8, 1923

REDDIG, 
BETTY FOLEY 
JUNE 15, 1924

Taking a cue from the ending of 
the movie The Notebook, on 
Tuesday, January 3, 2012, at 
12:35pm, William Edwin Reddig 
passed peacefully from this world. 
On his way to heaven William 
walked the nine miles to his wife’s 
apartment in Petoskey, Michigan. 
After being told by her husband of 
64 years that it was time to go on 
to their next great adventure, 
Betty also went to heaven. The 
two, independent of each other for 
the past three months, left this 
world within two hours of each 
other. As in life, Betty and Bill are 
together still. Bill was born 
August 8, 1923, to James Burr and 
Rhoda Fischer Reddig of New 
Jersey. Bill was the youngest of 
four children. Betty was bom on 
June 15th of 1924, and was the 
middle child of her family, three 
beautiful girls, bom to Hazel and 
Michael Foley of Bellaire, Ohio. 
Bill was commissioned as a Navy 
Pilot through the V5 Program 
shortly after the conclusion of 
World War II; He returned to New 
Jersey and completed a course in 
Industrial Design at the Pratt 
Institute. They met on a blind date 
at Penn Station. He and Betty 
were married in 1947 at the 
Church of the Transfiguration (the 
Little Church around the Corner) 
in Manhattan. Betty excelled at 
everything she set her mind to 
during her busy and productive 
life. In Birmingham, she was the 
President of the League of Women 
Voters. Bill's considerable talents 
were recognized at American 
Motors Corporation. Bill was 
responsible for the design of the 
roof rack placed on top of a car. 
From AMC he accepted a promo­
tion to be Head of Design at the 
appliance subsidiary Kelvinator. 
His signature accomplishment 
there was to apply the style of the 
auto side of the business to what 
were then plain white appliances. 
His concept shows "The 
Kelvinator Originals" featured 
refrigerators styled as fashion 
statements, integrating an elegant 
designer touch to custom kitchens. 
After divestiture of the appliance 
company, he rose through the 
management ranks to become 
Chief Executive Officer of White 
Consolidated Industries of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. They are sur­
vived by three children, CAPT 
J.R. Reddig, USN-Ret., of 
Arlington, VA, Michael S. Reddig 
of Flagstaff, AZ, playwright and 
professional IATSE stagehand, 
Ann C. Reddig of Anchorage, AK, 
and seven grandchildren. There 
will be a memorial service in 
Shippensburg, PA, on Saturday, 
June 16. There will also be a 
memorial service in Bellaire, OH, 
on Sunday, June 17th. The family 
requests donations in lieu of flow­
ers to be made in Bill's name to 
the Alzheimer's Association 
National Office, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., FI. 17, Chicago, IL, 60601, 
and/or donate to your local com­
munity library in Betty’s name.

STREET, BERNICE L.
February 19,2012, Age 92. Along 
time resident of Birmingham, she 
was the daughter of the late 
Lillian A. and Edward T. Leonard 
of Philadelphia, PA. Wife of 
Fletcher D. for 62 years. Mother 
of Richard L. of Birmingham, and 
Shirley E. (Nina Stark) of Troy, 
NY. Grandmother of Hannah D. 
also of Troy, NY. Sister of the late 
Elizabeth G. Leonard of Sarasota, 
FL. Highly intelligent, she 
received her degree in English at 
Temple University, and was a 
voracious reader. She had her 
masters in Bridge and loved to 
play. Above all though, was the 
kindness in her heart. Words can­
not express how greatly she will 
be missed. Services have been 
held at First Presbyterian Church 
of Birmingham. A.J. Desmond & 
Sons, (248) 362-2500.
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Milestones

Patterson-Jacobs

Mr. and Mrs. William Patterson of 
Plymouth are pleased to announce the 
engagement of their daughter, Julie 
Ann, to Robert (Jake) Jacobs, both of 
Corvallis, Ore. Robert is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Jacobs of Webster 
Township.

Julie is a graduate of Salem High 
School and University of Michigan and 
is employed as a fitness and nutrition 
coach. Robert is a graduate of Dexter 
High School and Purdue University. He 
is pursuing a doctorate in physics from 
Oregon State University.

A summer 2012 wedding is planned.

Parzu ch o w ski-Fo ess

Bird-Sm ith

Ken and Linda Smith of Pinckney 
announce the engagement of their son, 
Jason, to Sarah Bird, daughter of Brian 
and Linda Bird of Tecumseh.

Jason graduated from Farmington 
High School and Michigan State Uni­
versity, with a bachelor’s degree in 
music education. He received a mas­
ter’s degree in music education from 
the University of Michigan and is 
employed as director of bands at Sky­
line High School in Ann Arbor.

Sarah is a Tecumseh High School 
graduate. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in music education from Eastern 
Michigan University and is employed 
as music director at St. Mary Catholic 
Central in Monroe.

The wedding is planned for July 2012 
in Tecumseh.

Kelley Leigh Parzuchowski and Scott 
David Foess announce their engage­
ment.

The bride-to-be, daughter of Kim 
and Joanne Parzuchowski of West- 
land, graduated in 2002 from Livonia 
Churchill High School and received a 
B.A. in accounting in 2006 from the Eli 
Broad College of Business at Michigan 
State University. She earned a master’s 
degree from The School of Hospitality 
Business at Michigan State University 
in 2008 and works as a CPA for Ernst & ' 
Young LLP.

Her fiance, son of David and Barba­
ra Foess of Canton, graduated in 2003 
from Salem High School and earned 
a B.A. degree in finance from the Eli 
Broad College of Business at Michigan 
State University in 2007. He received a 
juris doctorate degree in 2010 from the 
University of Detroit Mercy School of 
Law and works as a licensed attorney 
at Ernst &Young LLP.

The couple met in 2005 during a sum­
mer business program with the Multi­
cultural Business Programs at Michi­
gan State University.

They plan a fall 2012 wedding at Sts. 
Peter and Paul Jesuit Church, Detroit’s 
oldest church building in use since 
1848. Their reception will be held at the 
historic Colony Club of Detroit.

M itchell-W ooley

Elizabeth Ann Mitchell and G.
Michael Wooley announce their engage­
ment.

The bride-to-be, daughter of Jim and 
Ruth Mitchell of Farmington Hills, 
graduated from Farmington High 
School and has a B.A. degree in special 
education from Michigan State Univer­
sity and an M.A. degree in education 
from Eastern Michigan University. She 
teaches elementary special education in 
East Detroit Public Schools.

Her fiance, son of Elizabeth Wooley 
of Colorado Springs, Colo., and the late 
George Wooley, earned a B.A. degree 
from Michigan State University and an 
M.B.A. degree from Walsh University. 
He is a sales director for Saturn Elec­
tronics in Rochester Hills.

A March 2012 wedding is planned at 
the Royal Park Hotel in Rochester.

Freem an-Lorentz

Alexandria Freeman and John 
Lorentz announce their engagement.

The bride-to-be, daughter of Kem­
per and Barbara Freeman of Livonia, 
will graduate in April with a BA degree 
in special education, language arts and 
elementary education from the Univer­
sity of Michigan Dearborn.

Her fiance, son of Joyce Lorentz of 
Novi, graduated in 2011 from Ketter­
ing University. He works for General 
Motors as an exhaust manifold DRE.

A June 2012 wedding is planned in 
Dearborn.

R E L I G I O N  C A L E N D A R

Send items for the religion 
calendar to Sharon Dargay at 
sdargay@hometownlife.com. 
Photos must be in jpg format 
attached to the e-mail.

February
B L A C K  H ISTO R Y
Tim e/Date: 11 a.m., Sun­
day, Feb. 26 
Location: First Baptist 
Church of Detroit, 21100 
Southfield Road, South- 
field
D etails: Observe Black 
History Month at 11 a.m. 
service. The church's 
Praise Dance Group and 
Children's Church will 
present dance and music 
selections. Light refresh­

ments will be served after 
the service. United Voices 
in Christ, a male singing 
group, also will perform 
at 3 p.m., Feb. 26 
Contact: (248) 569-2972 
or firstbaptist@fbc-detroit 
BOW LIN G FU N D RA ISER  
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sun­
day, Feb. 26 
Location: Westland 
Bowl 5940 Wayne Road, 
Westland
D etails: For Good Hope 
Lutheran Church in 
Garden City; tickets are 
$20 for adults; $15 for 
children and include three 
games; shoes, pizza, and 
pop
Contact: (734) 427-3660

G R IE F  SU PPO RT
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Feb. 29 
and March 7, 14 and 21 
Location: St. Michael's 
Catholic Parish, 11441 
Hubbard, Livonia 
D etails: Grieving with 
Great Hope, a four-week 
grief support series for in­
dividuals who are mourn­
ing the loss of a loved 
one. Presenters will in­
clude The Rev. Bill Tindall 
as well John and Sandy 
O'Shaughnessy from Good 
Mourning Ministry. Reg­
ister by calling the church 
of visiting Good Mourning 
Ministry's Web site. 
Contact: (734) 261-1455; 
www.goodmourningmin- 
istry.net

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:oeobits@hometownlife.com
http://www.dykstrafuneralhome.com
http://www.sawyerfriller.com
http://www.watkinsfuneralhomes.com
http://www.santeiufuneralhome.com
mailto:sdargay@hometownlife.com
http://www.goodmourningmin-istry.net
http://www.goodmourningmin-istry.net
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Hospital, hospice partner on new inpatient unit
By Sharon Dargay

O & E S ta ff W rite r

Oakwood Annapolis 
H ospital’s new hospice 
and palliative care 
unit began receiving 
positive reviews even 
before it opened last 
week.

“Prior to the opening, 
the s ta ff did have the 
opportunity to make 
the unit available to a 
couple of patients to 
make sure that every­
thing was in place,” 
said Christine West- 
phal, d irector of palli­
ative care services for 
Oakwood Health Care 
System. “One of the 
fam ilies in particu lar 
said they had a hospice 
experience before with 
another hospice, and 
they said this hospice 
experience was just 
trem endous by com­
parison. They couldn’t 
say enough about the 
unit, the staff and the 
care they received. It 
was fabulous feedback 
that let us know we are 
definitely doing the 
righ t thing.”

The six-bed unit, 
which opened Thurs­
day at the Wayne hos­
pital, offers the com­
forts of home, along 
with the expertise of 
medical staff. I t ’s the 
firs t tim e Oakwood 
and Hospice of Mich­
igan have collaborat­
ed on an in-patient 
unit dedicated solely 
to end-of-life and pal­
liative care. Palliative 
services help patients 
with chronic or pro­
gressive conditions 
live as well as possible 
with their illness for 
as long as possible.

“Most people go to 
hospice because they 
don’t want to stay in

The new hospice and palliative care unit at Oakwood Annapolis Hospital includes spa­
cious seating areas for families, in addition to a kitchen and private patient rooms.

The new 
hospice and 
palliative 
care unit at 
Oakwood An­
napolis Hos­
pital offers 
large, private 
rooms.

the hospital,” said Dr. 
Michael Paletta, vice 
president of medical 
a ffa irs and chief m edi­
cal o fficer for Hospice 
of Michigan. But for 
some hospice patients, 
who need more inten­
sive care than a p ri­
vate home or nursing 
center can provide, 
the hospital becomes a 
necessity.

“When that occurs, 
the patients are placed 
in w hatever room is 
made available. They 
might be on a med 
floor. They might be in 
the em ergency depart­

m ent,” Paletta  said. 
“The thinking behind 
Annapolis is that this 
is a special area  where 
all the s ta ff is special­
ly trained in end-of- 
life issues. We’ll have 
the ability to tran sfe r 
patients (from  other 
floors) to there. And if 
a patient is in Oakwood 
Southshores or Oak- 
wood Dearborn, they 
can be tran sfe rred  to 
the unit without leav­
ing the Oakwood sys­
tem .”

L ike  ho m e
Diane Hartley, d irec­

tor of patient care ser­
vices for Oakwood 
Annapolis, said the 
new hospice unit orig­
inally housed a medi­
cal-surgical wing.

“We felt we could 
free  up six rooms to 
provide hospice and 
palliative care ,” she 
said. “What we’ve done 
with the unit is made 
private rooms with 
more home-like fur­
niture and amenities. 
The family has the 
ability to stay with the 
patien t.”

Families can sleep 
in a lounge and cook

Hospice nurse Rhonda Berndt is ready to welcome patients 
to the new unit at Oakwood Annapolis Hospital in Wayne.

OSPICE >
michifM *

in a common kitch­
en area. The unit also 
includes separate 
bathroom s for visitors 
and patients, as well as 
a consultation room.

Each patient will 
receive a keepsake 
blanket that they can 
take home when they 
leave the hospital.

“The unit is not 
designed for long-term 
residen tial,” Westphal 
noted. “I t’s designed 
for patients who are 
too unstable to be dis­
charged or ju st need 
round-the-clock a tten­
tion while we fine- 
tune their plan of 
care. The goal for all 
the patients is to help 
that patient and fam i­
ly transition  to a place 
other than the hospital, 
w hether i t ’s a home

or nursing care cen­
ter. For patients who 
are too ill, they’ll stay 
with us for their final 
days.”

Partners
Oakwood Annapo­

lis Hospital is locat­
ed at 33155 Annapolis, 
Wayne; (734) 467-4000. 
Visit the Oakwood 
Health Care System 
site  at www.oakwood. 
org. Hospice of Mich­
igan offers pain and 
symptom management, 
emotional and spir­
itual support, home 
health aides, resp ite  
for family caregivers, 
equipm ent, supplies 
and grief support in 
the home, hospital and 
long-term  care facili­
ties. Visit its website 
at www.hom.org.

Patient tori W„ 

lo s t  O v e r  140 Po unds

n e w  y o u
B a r i a t r l c S o l u t i o n ™

SAINT
J O S E P H W

M E R C Y
H E A L T H  S Y S T E M

Michigan Bariatric Institute
A Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence*

Lose up to 70% of your excess 
body weight in the first year.

Surgery Centers are located at:
St. Mary Mercy Livonia 

St. Joseph Mercy Oakland 
St. Joseph Mercy Port Huron

Isn’t it time you 
Discover Remarkable?
Scan the OR code on 
your smartphone, or visit 
mbi-whyweight.com

Call 1-877-WHY-WEIGHT

Free Educational 
Seminars
6 - 7:30 p.m.

St. Mary Mercy Livonia 
Auditorium 

March 1 • April 5 
May 3 • June 7

A Member of Trinity Health

i *

—

S p r i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  g o o d  n i g h t ' s  

s l e e p  w i t h  G a r d e n  C i t y  H o s p i t a l .

Having trouble sleeping? Believe it or not. Daylight Savings Time can play havoc 

with your sleep schedule. Come discuss a variety of sleep related topics with 
the board certified "GCH Dream Team". From insomnia to sleep aids, the Sleep 
Disorders Center of Michigan will help you rest easier...and better!

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 
5:30 pm -  Registration 
6:00 pm -  Presentation

Sleep Disorders Center of Michigan
35600 Central City Parkway • Westland, Ml 48185
(Located in the Westland Specialty Center; adjacent to Dick's Sporting Goods)

This event is free to the public and includes speakers:

• Medical Director of the Sleep Disorders Center of Ml,
John Morrison, Jr., DO
Reviews and explains the various sleep disorders

• Pharmacist, Lisa Cayo, R. Ph.
Discusses over-the-counter and prescription sleep aids, and the 
interactions and effects of medications

• Sleep Medicine Specialist, Amal Omran, MD
Provides an overview of sleep disorders in children

• Diabetes Educator, Sharon Goodsell, RN
Explains the link between Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA) and diabetes

Plus, tour our technologically advanced facility

Also, on-hand to discuss the latest products and services for improving sleep 
are: Garden City Home Medical Equipment and Sweet Dreamzzz, Inc.

There will also be a prize drawing that will include gift cards and more!

Light refreshments will be served, but space is limited and registration is 
required. To reserve your space, or for more information, call 734.458.3330

^  G a r d e n  C i t y  

^  H o s p i t a l

Great Health. Generation to Generation.

6245 Inkster Road | gchosp.org | 734-458-3330

v ____________________ ________________________ )
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*2,000CUSTOMER
CASH

OR
1.9% APR Financing lor 

60 months for everyons!3

O R $149
PER MONTH 

LEASE

For 24 months for 
current AII plan 

lessees4
$1,452 Cash Due 

a t  Signing
Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 

and license fees extra.

0  Offers Up To 40 highway MPG2

• 2.0L Ti-VCT direct-injection 1-4 engine • AM/FM Single Disk CD Player with MP3 Capability 
• Advanci Trac® Electronic Stability Control System • MyKey™

^Offers Up To 22 highway MPG2

c
n
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O
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v
.............

For 24 months for 
current A/Z plan 

lessees4
PER MONTH $3,310 Cash Due ||

LEASE at Signing

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
L and license fees extra.

• Sync, Tow & Chrome package
• 5.0L V8 Engine
• 18" Chrome-Clad Aluminum Wheels
• AdvanceTrac® with Roll 

Stability Control
• Trailer Sway Control

/^Offers Up To 30 highway MPG2

$199 Fo r 24 m onths fo r  
c u r re n t  A/Z p lan 

le s s e e s 4 |

PER MONTH $2,224 Cash Oue |

LEASE at Signing

S e c u r ity  D eposit W aived . T a xe s , t it le  I;
and lic e n s e  fe e s  e x tra .

FORD HAS EARNED MORE IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK RATINGS THAN ANY OTHER BRAND EVER.6

$169 For 24  m onths fo r  
c u rre n t  A/Z p lan 

le s s e e s 4

P ER  MONTH $1 ,223  Cash Due

LEA SE at Signing

S e c u r ity  D eposit W aived . T a xe s , t it le
and lic e n s e  fe e s  e x tra .

• Heated Leather Driver/Passenger Seats 
• Moonroof • Blind Spot Information System

• Reverse Sensing System • Rear View Camera
• Sony® Audio System • Rain Sensing Wipers
• Sync® Voice-Activated Communications and

Entertainment System • MyKey™

• Heated, Premium Leather
Trimmed Front Seats 
• Power Moon Roof

• Reverse Sensing System
• 6-speed Automatic Transmission 

• AdvanceTrac with Roll Stability Control
• 2.5L Duratec 1-4 Engine

2012 ED G E S E  FWD
M S R P : $ 2 9 ,2 6 5 5

• 3.5 Ti-VCT V6 Engine 
• 6-Speed Automatic Transmission 

• AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability Control™ 
• AM/FM Stereo/Single CD-Player with 
MP3 Capability • Personal Safety System 

• 17" Painted Aluminum Wheels

2012 F-150 SU P ER C A B  XLT 4X 4
M S R P : $ 3 8 ,6 6 0 5

O N L Y  F O R D  

O F F E R S  E C O B O O S T ™  

T E C H N O L O G Y .  

M O R E  M P G S ,  

M O R E  P O W E R ,  

C H E C K  I T

2012 FUSION  S E L  FWD
Great Lakes Special Value Package

M S R P : $ 2 8 ,9 8 5 5

city / 33 highway MPG2

2012 ES C A P E  LIM ITED 4x4
M S R P : $ 3 0 ,9 9 5 s

f f  21 city / 28 highway MPG

F o r 24 m onths fo r  
c u rre n t  A/Z p lan 

le s s e e s 4

PER MONTH $1,492 Cash Due 
LEASE at Signing

S e c u r ity  D eposit W aived . T a xe s , t it le  
and lic e n s e  fe e s  e x tra .

2012 EX P LO R ER  XLT FWD
M S R P : $ 3 6 ,3 2 5 5

*285
PER MONTH 

1  LEASE

Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title 
and license fees extra.

ers Up To 28 highway MPG
• 3.5L Ti-VCT VB
• Tire Pressure Monitoring System
• AdvanceTrac® with Roll Stability 

Control™ and Curve Control
• Rear Camera • MyKey™
• MyFord Touch™

For 24 months for 
current A/Z plan 

lessees4
$2,133 C a s h  Due 

at Signing

2012 FO C U S S E  FWD
MSRP: $19,8205

•" Microsoft

Available on most vehicles.7 
Check out Syncmyride.com

S o u t h e a s t  M i c h i g a n  F o r d  D e a l e r s  

ThinkFordFirst.com

Check Us Out At 
ThinkFordFirst.com  

24 Hours a Day!

(1) Horsepower and torque achieved with premium fuel. (2) MPG estimate based on 2012 Focus SE SEDAN with SFE Package - EPA-estimated 29 city/40 hwy mpg, 2012 Fusion SEL 2.5L I-4 Engine 
with 6-speed automatic 23 city/33 hwy mpg, 2012 Escape 2.5L I-4 Engine 21city/28 hwy mpg, 2012 Edge SE with 2.0L I4 option al EcoBoost engine 21 city/30 hwy mpg , 2012 Explorer XLT with 2.0L 
I4 optional EcoBoost engine 20 city/28 hwy mpg and 2012 F-150 Super Cab with optional 3.5L V6 EcoBoost engine 16city/22 hvry mpg. (3) Not all customers will qualify for 1.9 %APR Ford Credit 
Financing, $19.19 per month per $1,000 financed for 60 months at APR of 1.9% on the 2012 Ford Focus. Take delivery from dec ler stock by 2/29/12. Residency restrictions apply. (4) Not all lessees will 
qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low mileage lease. Residency restrictions apply. Some payments higher, some lower. Special lease rates are for eligible A/Z Plan lessees. Fusion, Edge and Escape 
payments include $500 trade in assistance and $1,000 trade in assistance on F-150. Payments include $500 Renewal Bonus C ash and $250 on Focus. You must currently lease a Ford product through 
Ford Credit and re-lease through Ford Credit. See dealer for qualifications and complete details. Take retail delivery from dealer stock by 3/31/12 and 3/5/12 on Focus & Edge. (5) MSRP, A Plan price is 
for qualified, eligible A Plan customers and excludes document fee, destination/delivery charge, taxes, title and registration. Optional equipment not included. Not all vehicles qualify for A Plan price. (6) 
Total of 37. (7) Driving while distracted can result in loss of vehicle control. Only use mobile phones and other devices, even with voice commands, when it is safe to do so. Not all buyers will qualify. See 
dealer for qualifications and complete details.

« « i * i


