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Author,
author

The Friends o f the 
Plymouth, Canton, 
N orthville and Novi 
Public Libraries w ill be 
hold ing the  annual 
book and author lun­
cheon noon Tuesday, 
May 29, a t Fox Hills 
Country Club.

The speaker w ill be 
Kevin Boyle, w ho  au­
tho red  Arc of Justice:
A Saga of Race, Civil 
Rights and Murder 
in the Jazz Age. The 
book was a fin a lis t fo r  
bo th  the  Pulitzer Prize 
and th e  N ational Book 
Critics A w ard  and is 
set in D e tro it; i t  is also 
th is  year's selection fo r  
the  Great M ichigan 
Read.

Tickets ($25) are 
available from  April 
15 th rough  May 15. 
Reservation forms can 
be obta ined a t any o f 
the  fo u r libraries or 
can be downloaded at 
p lym outhlibrary.org.

Bowling
fundraiser

Community W ork 
Opportunities, LLC, 
sponsors a Cosmic 
Bowling fundraiser 6-9 
p.m. Friday, April 20, 
a t Super Bowl Lanes in 
Canton.

Community W ork 
Opportunities, head­
quartered in Canton, 
provides support 
services to  persons 
w ith  special needs to  
"p rom ote  inclusion, 
maximize indepen­
dence and improve 
quality o f life ."

Cost fo r the  fund ­
raiser is $20, which 
includes tw o  games 
w ith  shoe rental, tw o  
slices o f pizza and a 
beverage. The event 
w ill also include a 50/50 
raffle, mystery ticket, 
door prizes and a silent 
auction.

Super Bowl Lanes 
is located at 45100 
Ford Road in Canton. 
For more in form a­
tio n  on the  fundraiser, 
call Community W ork 
O pportunities at (734) 
981-3709.

Truth telling
The Muslim commu­

nity in Canton sponsors 
a forum , "W ha t is the  
Truth about Islam and 
Muslims in America?" 
7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 19.

The event takes 
place at the  Canton 
Public Library, 1200 
S. Canton Center in 
Canton.

The public is invited, 
and refreshments w ill 
be provided.

INDEX
Business........................A7
C rossw ord  Puzzle ...B12
E n te rta in m e n t.......... B5
F o o d ..............................B9
H om e s...........................B12
Jobs........................B13
O b itu a rie s ................... B4
O p in io n ........................A8
Serv ices.................B12
S ports ...........................B1
W h e e ls ......................... B14

©  The O bserver & Eccentric 

Volume 125 • Number 69

Home Delivery: 
(866) 887-2737

Return Address:
41304 Concept Dr. 
Plymouth Ml 48170

In terac tive  garage sale m ap

Find great sales in 
your neighborhood
w w w .h o m e to w n l i f e . c o mSMs

P R IC E : $1 •  T H U R S D A Y ,  A P R IL  1 2 , 2 0 1 2  •  h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

P H O T O S  B Y  B IL L  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R

Six-year-olds Ava Geyer (left) and Brooke Morris filled their baskets.

Easter excitement
Kids join in for eggs-ellent adventure

By Brad Kadrich
O b s e rv e r  S t a f f  W r i t e r

T h e  r e a s o n  1 0 - y e a r - o l d  

S a r a h  H e i n r i c h s  w a s  i n  

P l y m o u t h  T o w n s h i p  P a r k  

S a t u r d a y  w a s  s i m p l e .

“ Y o u  g e t  t o  r u n  a n d  y o u  g e t  

t o  g r a b  a  l o t  o f  e g g s , ”  s a i d  

S a r a h ,  a  P l y m o u t h  T b w n s h i p  

r e s i d e n t .  “ T v e  g o n e  b e f o r e  

a n d  i t ’s  a  l o t  o f  f u n . ”

S a r a h  j o i n e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  

o t h e r  y o u n g s t e r s  f o r  t h e  

a n n u a l  E a s t e r  E g g  H u n t ,  

s p o n s o r e d  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  

y e a r  b y  t h e  P l y m o u t h  L i o n s  

C l u b .  S h e  w a s  h o p i n g  t o  

g r a b  “ a b o u t  2 0 ”  o f  t h e  l i t ­

t l e  p l a s t i c ,  c a n d y - f i l l e d  e g g s  

s p r e a d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  p a r k ’s  

b a l l  d i a m o n d s  f o r  t h e  v a r i ­

o u s  a g e  g r o u p s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g  

t h e  f u n  t i m e s  f o r  t h e  k i d s ,  

w h o  a l s o  g o t  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  

w i t h  t h e  E a s t e r  B u n n y ,  t h e  

e v e n t  s e r v e d  a s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  

p o i n t  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  L i o n s ’

More photos from hunt, A9.

f a v o r i t e  e f f o r t s .  D o n a t i o n s  

c a m e  i n  o f  e y e g l a s s e s  f o r  

t h e  v i s i o n - i m p a i r e d ,  h e a r ­

i n g  a i d s  a n d  c e l l  p h o n e s  t o  

b e  u s e d  f o r  v e t e r a n s .

T h e r e ’s  a  c l i n i c  t h e  L i o n s  

b e n e f i t  i n  I n d i a n a ,  a n d  t h e y  

a l s o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  

P e n r i c k t o n  C e n t e r  f o r  B l i n d  

C h i l d r e n  i n  T a y l o r .

T h e  L i o n s  t o o k  t h e  e g g  h u n t  

o v e r  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o ;  i t  h a d  

p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  s p o n s o r e d  b y  

t h e  P l y m o u t h  J a y c e e s .

“ I t ’s  a  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e , ”  

s a i d  P l y m o u t h  L i o n  J o  E l l e n  

H i n c k e r .  “ W e  w a n t e d  t o  g i v e  

b a c k  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y . ”

B e s i d e s ,  t h e r e ’s  a n  e v e n  

b e t t e r  r e a s o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

H i n c k e r .

“ I t ’s  g r e a t  f u n  f o r  t h e  

k i d s , ”  s h e  s a i d .  “ T h a t ’s  w h a t  

i t ’s  a l l  a b o u t . ”

b k a d r ic h ® h o m e to w n lif e .c o m  

(3 1 3 ) 222-8899

Hudson Lloyd, 2, hands dad, Michael 
Lloyd, his share of the loot.

City starts 
budget 
process

wf Brad Kadrich
■ver S t a f f  W r i t e r

A f t e r  r e c e i  . .

t h e  P l y m o u t h  C i t ^ j J i s s i o n  

M o n d a y  b e g a n  t h e ° " L s s  0 f  

w h i t t l i n g  t h r o u g h  i t , a d  0 f  a  

J u n e  3 0  d e a d l i n e  t o  j ,  j t

T h e r e ’s  a  l o t  f o r  c o i j S S i o n - 

e r s  t o  l i k e  a b o u t  t h e  $ 5  m i l ­

l i o n  b u d g e t  f o r  f i s c a l  * 2 - 1 3 .

I t ’s  b a l a n c e d  ( w i t h o u t  i ^ g  a n y  

o f  t h e  c i t y ’s  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o r \ n d  

b a l a n c e ) ,  i t  d o e s n ’ t  i n c l u  a n y  

l a y o f f s  a n d  i t  m a i n t a i n s  i y  s e r ­

v i c e s  a t  l e v e l s  r e s i d e n t s  e i e c t .

B u t ,  w h i l e  i t ’ s  b a l a n c e d ,  j h .  

c o c k  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  c o m m a  

s i o n e r s  i n  h i s  b u d g e t  m e ^ e  

t h e  c i t y  s t i l l  f a c e s  “ a  n u r  

c h a l l e n g e s ”  —  t h e  e f f e c t !  

f i r e  s e r v i c e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  I 

N o r t h v i l l e  a n d  s t a t e  r e v e n u e s ^  

b e i n g  a m o n g  t h e m .  A m o n g  o t h ­

e r  c h a l l e n g e s :

•  C a p i t a l  o u t l a y  —  I n j  

y e a r s ,  t h e  c i t y  h a s  1 

$ 2 2  m i l l i o n  i n  b o n d  i s i  

s u p p o r t  i n f r a s t r u c t u j  

s p e n t  a n o t h e r  $ 6  m i l j  

l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  f r o r  

f u n d i n g  s o u r c e s ,  i n  c a p i t a l  p r o j ­

e c t s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  f a c i l i ­

t i e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e 3 b i l i -  

t y . t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  c a p i t a l  p r o j ­

e c t s ,  S i n c o c k  t o l d  c o m m i s s i o n ­

e r s ,  m u s t  b e  w e i g h e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e m .

•  L e g a c y  c o s t s  —  T h e  c i t y  s t i l l  

h a s  s o m e  5 2  r e t i r e d  e m p l o y e e s  

d u r i n g  p e n s i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  o l d  

d e f i n e d  b e n e f i t  p l a n .  T h e  c i t y  i s  

o n  t h e  h o o k  f o r  s o m e  $ 2 1 . 5  m i l ­

l i o n  i n  l e g a c y  l i a b i l i t y .

W h i l e  S i n c o c k  a n d  F i n a n c e  

D i r e c t o r  M a r k  C h r i s t i a n s e n  b a l ­

a n c e d  t h e  b u d g e t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

i n i t i a t i v e s  S i n c o c k  s a i d  h e  

w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  s e e n  

i m p l e m e n t e d ,  p r o g r a m s  h e  s a i d  

t h e  c i t y  s i m p l y  c o u l d n ’t  a f f o r d .  

O n e  s u c h  i n i t i a t i v e ,  d u b b e d  t h e  

“ b a r  c a r , ”  w o u l d  h a v e  a d d e d  

t w o  o f f i c e r s  t o  t h e  c i t y ’ s  p o l i c e  

d e p a r t m e n t  t o  h e l p  d e a l  w i t h  

a  r i s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  i n c i d e n t s  

c a u s e d  b y  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p ­

u l a r  a n d  v i t a l  d o w n t o w n  n i g h t ­

l i f e .

T h e  p l a n  w a s  k e p t  i n  t h e  b u d -  

Please see BUDGET, A3

N e w  t o w n s h ip  o f f ic e r s  
f r o m  p o l ic e  f a m i l ie s

By M att Jachman
O b s e rv e r  S t a f f  W r i t e r

W h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  c h o o s i n g  a  

c a r e e r ,  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  w a s  a  

n a t u r a l  f o r  B r i t t a n y  D e F r a i n  a n d  

C a i t l i n  J a c k s o n .

T w o  o f  t h e  n e w e s t  o f f i c e r s  i n  

t h e  P l y m o u t h  T o w n s h i p  P o l i c e  

D e p a r t m e n t ,  J a c k s o n  a n d  

D e F r a i n  e a c h  h a v e  a  p a r e n t  w i t h  

p o l i c e  e x p e r i e n c e :  J a c k s o n ’s  

m o m ,  P a m e l a  J a c k s o n ,  s p e n t  a  

f e w  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  D e t r o i t  P o l i c e  

D e p a r t m e n t ,  w h i l e  D e F r a i n ’s  d a d ,

M a r k  D e F r a i n ,  r e t i r e d  i n  2 0 0 9  

a f t e r  m o r e  t h a n  2 5  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  

A n n  A r b o r  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t .

“ E v e r  s i n c e  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r ,  I  

w a n t e d  t o  b e  o n e , ”  J a c k s o n  s a i d  

a s  s h e  a n d  D e F r a i n  s a t  d o w n  f o r  

a n  i n t e r v i e w  l a s t  w e e k .  “ T h e y  

a l w a y s  s a i d  I  w a s  g o i n g  b e  a  

c o p . ”

P a m e l a  J a c k s o n  w a s  l a i d  o f f  i n  

D e t r o i t  a n d  d i d n ’t  g o  b a c k  w h e n  

r e c a l l e d  b e c a u s e  a  “ g u t  f e e l i n g ”  

t o l d  h e r  n o t  t o ,  h e r  d a u g h t e r  s a i d .

Please see OFFICERS, A2

B IL L  B R E S L E R  I S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R

Officers Brittany DeFrain and Caitlin Jackson both bring family back­
grounds of police work to their jobs as Plymouth Township Police 
Department officers.

L o w  R a t e s  o n  
U s e d  C a r  L o a n s !

a s  l o w  a s

www .cfcu.org  
(877) 937-2328

PLYMOU TH C A N T O N NORTHVILLE

2 .2 4
A p r *

N O VI

C o m m u n i t y

F i n a n c i a l
right here r ig h t fo r  yo u
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S h e  h a s  b e e n  w o r k in g  in  
s e c u r i t y  e v e r  s in c e .

“ K n o w i n g  t h e  j o b  t h a t  
t h e y ’r e  d o in g ,  I  w a n t ­
e d  to  b e  a b le  to  d o  th a t ,  
to o ,”  s a id  D e F r a i n ,  w h o s e  
f a t h e r  w o r k e d  n ig h t s  a s  a  
p a t r o lm a n  f o r  h is  e n t i r e  
c a r e e r  b e c a u s e  h e  l i k e d  
i t  a n d  i t  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  
f a m i ly .

Local roots
J a c k s o n ,  w h o  g r e w  u p  

i n  M i l f o r d ,  g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  F e r r i s  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  w i t h  a  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  d e g r e e  la s t  y e a r  
a n d  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
p o l i c e  a c a d e m y  t h e r e .  
S h e  w a s  h i r e d  O c t .  31  
a n d  r e c e n t l y  c o m p le t e d  
s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  o f  f i e l d  
t r a in i n g ,  in  w h i c h  a  r o o k ­
ie  i s  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h  v e t ­
e r a n  o f f i c e r s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  
c o m m u n it y ,  t h e  p a t r o l  
r o u t i n e s  a n d  t h e  p r o ­
c e d u r e s  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t .  S h e  i s  n o w

B IL L  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R  

O fficer Caitlin Jackson (le ft) g re w *  in M ilford and earned a degree in crim inal justice 
from  Ferris State  University, w h* p|y ^ t h  Townsh.p nat.ve Bnttany DeFram a Canton 
High School graduate, m a j o r e P ^ o l o g y  and crim inal justice w h ile  graduating from
M ichigan State University.

C h i ) ‘ C a r e  w i t h  
a  g u a r a n t e e ?

V e ’r e  i e  o n * Y  l e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  
• t m  e x c l u s i v e  g u a r a n t e e !

f o r  1
f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n

W e  b e 't h a t  y ° u  y o u r  c h i ld  w i l l  
j o v e  e a r n in g  a n d  fu n - f il le d  c e n te r  
s q  m J h a t  w e  a r e  w i l l i n g  to  t a k e  
a j j  t j * k  t h r o u g h  T u to r  l im e .  A f t e r  
y 0 u  o il, i f  y o u  b e c o m e  d is s a t is f ie d  

s e r v ic e  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n , w e  
w j jA in d  y o u r  t u i t io n ,  n o  q u e s t io n s  
aa jj A s k  u s  a b o u t  o u r  e x c i t in g  
fjgfj a t  t im e  o f  e n r o l lm e n t .

p  M O U T H  T O W N S H I P
1 - 2 5  H a g g e r t y  R o a d  

le  &  H a g g e r t y )  
. 4 2 0 . 2 7 0 0

Is an equal opportunity provider. Programs vary by school.

5-sta r
s p a  g i f t  c e r t i f i c a t e

( v a l u e d  a t  $ i s . 0 0 )  
J u s t  f o r  s t o p p i n g  b v  

a n d  t a W n g  a  t o u r

T u T o R  T M E
CH ILD  C A R E  / L EA R N IN G  C E N T E R S  
t u t o r t i i n e p l y i n o u t h t o w n s l i i p . c o m

WHY BE CATHOLIC?
H  The exciting m onthly se rie s  o f personal sto ries and 

testim onies con tinues its 3rd season  w ith an 
ding roster o f new  speakers, sure to bring 
ding new  insigh ts to your own faith life.

Monday,
April 16 at 7 PM

Baptized Catholic, Deb Kinast “tried on” 
several faiths before becoming a 

devout Baptist, intent on attending the 
first Why Be Catholic program to convince 

Steve Ray, a devout Baptist convert, 
how foolhardy his conversion to 

Catholicism had been.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

No Charge, No R eservations

\] St. Michael the Archangel Church
11441 Hubbard Rd.

(South of Plymouth Rd.) Livonia 
734-261-1455 • www.livoniastmichael.org

D e b  K i n a s t
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Get in the best shape of your life and 
help your team win $ 1 , 0 0 0 !

Monday April 16- Saturday May 26
Teams of 4-5 people. Each participant receives a T-Shirt, 

Unlimited boot camp sessions, nutrition information, workout 
plans, and weekly motivational/educationai e-mails.

Cost: $129 per person.
Register at www.fitnessandsportsperformance.com 

or at the initial weigh in
In itia l weigh in :

Monday April 16th at 6:30pm in the Salem High School Gym 
Boot Camps at: §

Salem High School starting Tuesday April 17th: L
5:30-6:15am Monday, Wednesday, Friday s 
2:45-3:30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
6:30-7:15pm Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

• Saturday TBD
Contact Tiffany for more information: 734-255-0103

p a t r o l l i n g  o n  h e r  o w n .
F o r  D e F r a i n ,  w h o  w a s  

h i r e d  F e b .  2 1 , t h e  j o b  is  a  
s o r t  o f  h o m e c o m in g .  S h e  
g r e w  u p  in  t h e  t o w n s h ip  
a n d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  C a n ­
t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l .  S h e  is  a  
2 0 1 1  M i c h i g a n  S t a t e  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t e  w i t h  
m a j o r s  in  p s y c h o l o g y  
a n d  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  
s h e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  p o l i c e  
a c a d e m y  a t  W a s h t e n a w  
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e .

“ I k n e w  t h e  a r e a .  I 
k n e w  I l i k e d  t h e  a r e a , ”  
D e F r a i n  s a id .  “ I  n e v e r  
h a d  a n y  d e s i r e  t o  l e a v e . ”

B o t h  w o m e n  f i n d  f i e l d  
t r a i n i n g  v a l u a b le .  “ I t ’s  
a  lo t  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  
a c a d e m y .  Y o u  le a r n  
m o r e  h a n d s - o n ,  d e a l in g  
w i t h  r e a l  p e o p le ”  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h r o u g h  r o le - p la y ­
in g ,  J a c k s o n  s a id .

“ I t ’s  d e f i n i t e l y  a  w h o le  
n e w  w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g .
Y o u  h a v e  1 0 0  t h i n g s  t h a t  
y o u ’r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  
a t  e v e r y  m o m e n t , ”  s a id  
D e F r a i n ,  w h o  i s  a s s u m ­
in g  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t i e s  a s  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r e s s e s .
• B o t h  w o m e n  h a v e  
m a d e  t h e i r  f i r s t  a r r e s t s :  
J a c k s o n  h a s  m a d e  
a r r e s t s  i n  d r u n k e n  d r i v ­
in g  a n d  d o m e s t i c  c a s ­
e s  a s  w e l l  a s  w a r r a n t  
a r r e s t s ,  a n d  D e F r a i n  
m a d e  o n e  a r r e s t  o n  a  
m is d e m e a n o r  w a r r a n t  
a n d  a n o t h e r  o f  a  d r i v e r  
w h o s e  l i c e n s e  w a s  s u s ­
p e n d e d .

Community
policing

T h e y  l i k e  t h e  s iz e  a n d  
m a k e u p  o f  t h e  c o m m u ­
n i t y  t h e y ’r e  p a t r o l l in g .  
J a c k s o n  s a id  s h e  l i k e s  
t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  b i g g e r

t h a n  h e r  h o m e t o w n  o f  
M i l f o r d .

“ T h i s  w a s  l i k e  p e r f e c t  
—  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e , ”  
s h e  s a id .  “ T h e  d i v e r s i t y  
i s  n i c e . ”

D e F r a i n  s a id  s h e  l i k e s  
t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  
i s n ’t  t o o  b u s y  f o r  o f f i ­
c e r s  t o  t a k e  t i m e  w i t h  
p e o p le  d u r i n g  c a l l s  f o r  
s e r v i c e .

“ Y o u  g e t  to  w o r k  w i t h  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y , ”  r a t h ­
e r  t h a n  r u n  f r o m  c a l l  to  
c a l l ,  s h e  s a id .

S h e  l i k e s  t h e  id e a  o f  
b e in g  s o m e o n e  w h o  c a n  
b r i n g  o r d e r  t o  a n  u p s e t ­
t i n g  s i t u a t io n  a n d  r e m a i n  
c a l m  w h i le  d o i n g  s o .

“ I j u s t  l i k e  to  b e  a b le  to  
t a l k  to  p e o p le ,  c a l m  t h e m  
d o w n ,”  s h e  s a id .

B o t h  w o m e n  s a y  
t h e y ’ r e  m o t i v a t e d  b y  
f a m i ly .  “ L i v i n g  u p  to  
t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s , ”  is  
t h e  w a y  J a c k s o n  p u t  it .

D e F r a i n  s a id  t h e  t h a n k ­
f u ln e s s  s h e  r e c e i v e s  
f r o m  c i t i z e n s  w h i le  o n  
t h e  j o b ,  e v e n  f o r  t h e  
s m a l le s t  s e r v i c e ,  s u c h  a s  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  s o m e o n e ,  is  
a l s o  m o t i v a t i n g ,  a n d  s u g ­
g e s t e d  t h a t ’s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’s  c h a r ­
a c t e r .

“ Y o u  d o n ’t  g e t  t h a t  
g r a t e f u ln e s s  w i t h  e v e r y ­
o n e , ”  s h e  s a id .

A n d  w h a t ,  a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  
i s  t h e  l e a s t - f a v o r i t e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  jo b ?

“ A s  o f  r i g h t  n o w ,-1  
p r e t t y  m u c h  l i k e  e v e r y ­
t h i n g , ”  J a c k s o n  s a id .

“ I d o n ’t  l i k e  h a v i n g  to  
w r i t e  p e o p le  t i c k e t s , ”  
D e F r a i n  s a id .  “ I ’d  p r e f e r  
t h e y  d i d n ’t  d o  a n y t h i n g  
t o  g e t  t h e m  a  t i c k e t . ”

m ja c h m a n @ h o m e to w n life .c o m  

(3 1 3 ) 222-2405
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S o c ia l 'Security 1
I er s q n a u Injury1 - m  i f -  
C rim inal Defense  &
f f ^ F F Ic T v iO L A T IQ N S  1 9

^ S yee  Discrim ination  
U S m RIVING *  d k *

; Corriveaii Law
Helping families in N o rM e , Michigan. Since l976iN|Hf|iPP

2 4 8 - 3 8 0 - 6 8 0 0
3 2 4  E a s t  M a i n  S t . ,  N o r t h v i l l e  

WWW.CORRIVEAULAW.COM

% O P f y

CHINA GARDEN
CHINESE RESTAURANT
CANTONESE &  SZECHUAN

DINE IN •  CARRYOUT 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - 1 7 3 3
HOURS

Mon-Thurs 11 am -9:30pm  
Friday 11:00 a m - 10:30 pm 

Saturday 12:00 Noon-10:30 pm 
Sunday 12:00 Noon-9:30 pm

Warren Road

A
w  N §
g. Ford Road

.

s
CHINA

GARDEN
1

- mm  SaftzRoad mmm

www.chinagardencanton.com

P r i d e  S t  T r a d i t i o n

G o In to  O u r A u th e n tic  I t a l ia n  D is h e s

e n t i r e  b

12,2012

( 7 3 4 )  2 6 1 - 0 6 0 0
3 1 5 3 0  P l y m o u t h  R d  • L i v o n i a ,  M I

W W W .L U IQ IS F lZ Z A C A rE .C O M

O E0 8773510

8 £ £ h

• P i z z a
• P a s t a s

E n t r e e s
S a l a d s

D in e  In , C a r r y  O u t  
a n d  D e l iv e r y

\ SELECT
MONEY MARKET

0 . 9 0 S
A  G O O D  B A N K  G I V E S  Y O U  
A  G R E A T  R A T E .  S W IT C H  T O D A Y .

$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  N E W  M O N E Y  &  
A C T IV E  C H E C K IN G  R E Q U IR E D .

F O R  B A L A N C E S  O F  
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  - $ 1 ,9 9 9 ,9 9 9 .

G O O D  BAN K IN G  IS  G O O D  C IT IZEN SH IP &  Charter One

CALL 1-888-333-2373 CLICK charterone.com COME IN Any Charter One

Available with money not currently on deposit at Charter One. $10,000 new money and active checking required to open: an active checking account is defined as having 5 qualifying payment transactions that post to and clear your account within a statement period - qualifying transactions 
include ATM withdrawals and payments made in our branches, payments made using our Online Banking service, Debit Card purchases, checks paid and automatic electronic payments to a third party. Transfers to your checking, savings and money market accounts are excluded Online 
Banking transfers to Business loans or credit lines do not qualify. Personal accounts/select markets. MMA: Variable Annual Percentage Yield (A PY ) as of 4/1/12; A PY  0 .90%  tiers $10,000+, $50,000+, $100 000+ and $250 000+- A PY  0 3 0 %  tier $2 000 000+ A PY  0 0 5 %  below $10 000 
Monthly maintenance fee of $20 may be waived with minimum daily balance of $10,000. Fees may reduce earnings. Member FDIC. Charter One is a brand name of R B S  Citizens, N A

http://www.livoniastmichael.org
http://www.fitnessandsportsperformance.com
mailto:mjachman@hometownlife.com
http://WWW.CORRIVEAULAW.COM
http://www.chinagardencanton.com
http://WWW.LUIQISFlZZACArE.COM
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B U D G E T
Continued from page A1

g e t  r i g h t  u p  u n t i l  i t  w a s  
p r e s e n t e d  l a s t  w e e k .

“ W e  n e e d  m o r e  h e lp  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  o u r  v e r y  
a c t i v e  a n d  v i t a l  d o w n ­
t o w n , ”  S i n c o c k  s a id .  
“ P r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  
( d o w n t o w n )  a n d  s t i l l  
k e e p  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  a r e a s  m a k e s  t h e  
b u d g e t  p r e t t y  t i g h t .  T o  
b a l a n c e  t h e  b u d g e t ,  w e  
h a d  to  t a k e  i t  o u t . ”

S i n c o c k  a n d  C h r i s t i a n ­
s e n  a l s o  e x a m i n e d  a  l i s t  
o f  i n c e n t i v e s  c o m m i s ­
s io n e r s  p r o v i d e d  t h e m  
l a t e  la s t  y e a r ,  i t e m s  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  s e e  d o n e  i f  m o n e y  
w e r e  n o  o b j e c t .  A m o n g  
t h e m :

• D e c o r a t i v e  l i g h t i n g  
o n  M a i n  S t r e e t  —  C o u l d  
c o s t  a s  m u c h  a s  $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  
t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  6 3  o v e r ­
h e a d  l i g h t s  w i t h  W a s h -  
i n g t o n - s t y le  p o s t s .

• I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  a t h ­

l e t i c  f i e l d s  a t  C e n t r a l  
M i d d l e  S c h o o l  —  T h i s  
i n i t i a t i v e  c o m e s  w i t h  a  
p r o b a b l y  $ 5  m i l l i o n  to  
$ 7  m i l l i o n  p r i c e  t a g .  I t  
c o n s i d e r s  t h e  i m p r o v e ­
m e n t  o f  t h e  f o o t b a l l  
f i e l d ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
a  w a l k i n g  p a t h  a n d  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  o t h e r  
f a c i l i t i e s .

T h e  d r a w b a c k  i s  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  b e lo n g s  to  
P ly m o u t h - C a n t o n  C o m ­
m u n i t y  S c h o o ls .  S i n c o c k  
s a id  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  “ s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t ”  t o  
m a k e  i t  h a p p e n .

• A  s e c o n d  d o w n t o w n  
p a r k i n g  s t r u c t u r e  —  
W i t h  d o w n t o w n  p a r k ­
i n g  a t  a  p r e m i u m ,  s o m e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  h a v e  
l o n g  l o b b i e d  f o r  a  s e c ­
o n d  p a r k i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  
S i n c o c k  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  
o b s t a c le s  t o  s u c h  a  f a c i l ­
i t y  —  c o s t  a n d  s p a c e .
A  p la n  t o  b u i l d  a  s m a l l  
p a r k i n g  d e c k  i n  t h e  e a s t  
c e n t r a l  lo t  w o u ld  h a v e  
c o s t  $ 5  m i l l i o n  t w o  y e a r s

a g o ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  f o r  t w o  
m u l t i - s t o r y  d e c k s  i s  i n  
t h e  $ 2 0  m i l l i o n  r a n g e .

A l s o ,  h e  s a id ,  t h e  m o s t  
l i k e l y  s p a c e  t o  b u i l d  
i t  w o u ld  b e  in  t h e  lo t  
b e h i n d  T h e  G a t h e r i n g .  
“ T h e r e  j u s t  i s n ’t  r o o m , ”  
S i n c o c k  s a id .

E v e n  w i t h  t h o s e  c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n s ,  S i n c o c k  
s a id  h e ’s  p l e a s e d  w i t h  
w h e r e  t h e  c i t y ’s  f i n a n ­
c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o w ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  S t a n ­
d a r d  &  P o o r ’s  j u s t  m a i n ­
t a i n e d  t h e  c i t y ’s  b o n d  
r a t i n g  a t  A A  w i t h  a  s t a ­
b l e  o u t lo o k .

“ O u r  f i v e - y e a r  b u d g e t ­
i n g  ( p r o c e s s )  h a s  b e e n  
k e y  t o  u s  k e e p i n g  a h e a d  
o f  t h e  c u r v e , ”  S i n c o c k  
s a id .

O t h e r  b u d g e t  s e s s io n s  
a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  T h u r s ­
d a y ,  A p r i l  1 9 , a t  c i t y  
h a l l ,  a n d  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  
2 6 , a t  t h e  c i t y ’s  m u n i c i ­
p a l  s e r v i c e s  d e p a r t m e n t .

b k a d r ic h @ h o m e to w n lif e .c o m  

(3 1 3 ) 222-8899

April 13 I pm-8 pm 
April 14 10 am - 6 pm 
April 15 11 am - 5 pm

$7 admission
Free for Children 12 & under

/—  SUBURBAN  CO LLECTIO N
VE) SHOWPLACE

46100 Grand River Ave 
Novi, Ml

• Over 200 artists & displays
• Artist demonstrations
• International food cafe
• Musical entertainment
• Generation-Next young 

artist display

w w w . G r e a t L a k e s A r t F a i r . c o m

L a d ie s  O n ly .  N o  o t h e r  d is c o u n t  a p p lie s .

E n jo y  t h e  f in e s t  s e n io r  l iv in g  in  R e d f o r d !

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS

f o r  l e a s e s  s i g n e c  

b e f o r e  4 / 3 0 / 1 2

The Village of Redford invites you to 
attend our Spring Open House. Take 
a tour of our 33 acre continuing care 
retirement community which offers 
independent living apartments and 
cottages, assisted living studios and 
suites as well specialized care for 
memory support, private short stay 
rehabilitation rooms and skilled 
nursing services. Included in the 
tour will be our newly renovated 
and reinvigorated Heritage Court.

Village of Redford is located 
on Six Mile Road just east of 

Beech Daly in Redford

25330 W est Six M ile  Road 
Redford, M ichigan 48240

A  S E N IO R  L IV IN G  C O M M U N IT Y

0  A Mission of Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

For more information 
call 3 1 3 .5 3 1 .6 8 7 4

TTY# 800.649.3777
www.pvm.org
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* S e a ly

SEALY GENUINE
M EM O RY FOAM

SUPER VALUE 
PRICED

S ta r t in g  $  

a t

Leave it  to S e a ly  to create 
the w o rld ’s fin e s t 

m em ory fo am  m attress
A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  d e v l o p e m e n t  a n d  r e s e a r c h  w i t h i n  t h e  

m e m o r y  f o a m  m a t t r e s s  m a r k e t ,  S e a l y  h a s  c r e a t e d  j u s t  

w h a t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  g r e a t  n i g h t s  s l e e p !

O N E  W E E K  O N L Y

O V E R  5 0 % O F F

Twin was $899....  N O W  *3 9 9
Full was $9 9 9 ............. N O W  *4 9 9
Queen was $1099..... N O W  *4 9 9
King was $1399........N O W  *6 9 9

B O N U S !  

2  F R E E
Memory 

Foam Pillows
($100 Value)

with any Sealy Memory 
Foam Mattress purchase.

P o s t u r e p e d i c  $ | Q Q  

M a t t r e s s e s
A n y  S i r e  -  Reg. *399

QUICK -  EASY—IN STOCK
Posturpedic Tw in M attress ...$1 99  Tw in B o x ...$19 9
Posturpedic F u llM a ttre s s ...$ 1 9 9  F u llB o x ...$ 1 9 9
Posturpedic Q ueen M attress ...$1 99  Q ueen B o x ...$199
Posturpedic K in g  M attress ...$1 9 9  K in g  B o x ...$ 1 9 9  ea.

I f  y o u  a r e  lo o k in g  f o r  t h e  m o s t  r e a s o n a b ly  p r ic e d  S e a ly  P o s tu rp e d ic  m a ttre s s e s  in  

A L L  o f  M ic h ig a n ,  y o u  c a m e  to  t h e  r ig h t  p l a c e !  T h is  S e a ly  P o s tu re p e d ic  S p e c ia l  

p r i c e in g  is  f o r  In - S t o c k  p u r c h a s e s  m a d e  a t  a n y  o f  o u r  1 3  lo c a t io n s .  S o ld  in  sets <

S e a l y

M a t t r e s s e s

A n y  S iz e  -  Reg. *199 
QUICK -  EASY—IN STOCK

S ealy
S ealy
S ealy
S ealy

Tw in M attress... $ 9 9 9S 
F u l l  M attress ... $ 9 9 9S 
Q ueen M a ttress ...$9 995 
K in g  M attress... $ 9 9 9S

I f  y o u  a r e  lo o k in g  f o r  t h e  m o s t  r e a s o n a b ly  p r i c e d  S e a ly  P o s tu rp e d ic  m a ttre s s e s  in  

A L L  o f  M ic h ig a n ,  y o u  c a m e  to  t h e  r ig h t  p l a c e !  T h is  S e a ly  P o s tu re p e d ic  S p e c ia l  

p r ic e in g  is  f o r  In - S t o c k  p u r c h a s e s  m a d e  a t  a n y  o f  o u r  1 3  lo c a t io n s .  S o ld  in  sets

Tw in B o x ...$ 9 9 95 
F u l l  B ox... $ 9 9 9S 
Q ueen B o x ...$ 9 9 95 
K in g  B o x ...$ 9 9 9Sea.

o n ly .

Ihoppe
Ann Arbor - East 
4563 W a s h te n a w  Rd . 
(1 M ile  E a s t  o f US-23)

734-975-9200
Ann Arbor - West 
2131 W . S ta d iu m  B lvd . 
(L ib e rty  &  W . S ta d iu m )

734-222-9472

Brighton
6688  W h itm o re  L a k e  Rd . 

(L e e  Rd . &  US-23 )
810-229-3108

Dearborn
F a ir ia n e  Tow n  C en te r 

(U p p e r  le v e l nex t to  J C  P e n n e y )
313-593-1500

Livonia
31629 P lym o u th  Rd. 

(A c ro ss  from  E a s t  S id e  M a r io s )
734-425-1500

Novi
26160 In g e rso l D rive  

(S .  o f I-96 in N ovi Tow n  C en te r)
248-348-5494

Royal Oak 
28074 N. W o o d w a rd  

(N ex t to  N a k ed  Fu rn itu re )
248-414-6909.

Royal Oak
32767 W o o d w ard  

(1 b lo c k s ,  o f 14 M ile )
248-549-1951

Roseville
32098 G ra tio t

(A c ro s s  from  M a co m b  M a ll)
586-294-8360

Southgate
17820 E u re k a  Rd. 

(A c ro s s  fro m  R a y  H un ter)
734-281-7766

F in a n c in g  
A v a i la b le  
To qualified 
customers.

See store for details.

Taylor
23650 E u re k a  Rd . 

(A c ro s s  from  V a lu e  C ity )
734-287-0454

Troy
3536 R o ch e s te r  Rd . 

(B ig  B e a v e r  &  W a tt le s )
248-743-1088

Waterford
4685 W . W a lto n  B lvd . 
(N ex t to  M c D o n a ld 's )

248-673-1160

Visit us at: w w w .m a ttre s s a n d fu to n s h o p p e .c o m

k V-v

mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://www.GreatLakesArtFair.com
http://www.pvm.org
http://www.mattressandfutonshoppe.com
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Cookies crumbled
Peggy Grover (from left) o f Harrison Township, Girl Scouts 
o f Southeastern Michigan Board Member Cathy Cornell o f 
Grosse Pointe and GSSEM Chief Financial Officer Bonnie 
Reyes o f Plymouth were at the fourth annual Cookie Gala, 
where 13 o f the area's top restaurants created decadent 
desserts using Girl Scouts' signature cookies and then com­
peted fo r top awards. Girls Scouts o f America is celebrat­
ing its 100th anniversary this year. If you missed out on 
purchasing cookies, visitvvww.gssem.org.

"Around Plymouth" is de­
signed to announce upcom­
ing events taking place in the 
community. Items will run 
on a space-available basis. 
Send details to bkadrich® 
hometownlife.com.
PROM DRESS SALE
Date/Time: Saturday, April 
21, 9 a.m. to  noon. 
Location: Plymouth High 
School
Details: The second annual 
Prom Dress Sale is looking 
fo r donations o f long or 
short formal dresses, shoes, 
jewelry and purses. Any 
items to  be donated can be 
dropped o ff in the general 
office at Plymouth High 
School, 8400 Beck Road, 
Canton. Last year, more 
than 100 girls went home 
w ith a dress.
Contact: Lisa Bernages, 
(734) 582-5553
GRIEF SUPPORT
Date/time: April 16, 23, 30, 
May 7, 9; 7-9 p.m.
Location: Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, 47650 N Ter­
ritorial Road, Plymouth.

Details: The "Grieving With 
Great Hope" workshop 
offers a prayerful, practical 
and personal approach for

individuals who are mourn­
ing the loss of a loved one. 
Speakers will include Deacon 
Bob Irvin, Fr. John Riccardo,

as well as John and Sandy 
O'Shaughnessy from Good 
Mourning Ministry, a local 
Catholic bereavement organi­
zation. Registration forms are 
online at www.goodmoum- 
ingministry.net or call OLGC. 
Contact: 734-453-0326, 
olgcparish.net

ALL SAINTS EVENT
Date/Time: Wednesday, 
April 18, 6-8 p.m.
Location: All Saints Catho­
lic School, 48735 Warren in 
Canton
Details: All Saints Catholic 
School hosts an open house 
fo r prospective families. 
Parents who are interested 
in learning more about All 
Saints can tour the school 
and meet faculty, staff and 
parents of current students. 
All Saints boasts a modern 
facility w ith "smart board" 
technology fo r every grade, 
all new computers and 
workstations, and a mobile 
computer lab w ith 30 net- 
book computers. The school 
also maintains an average 
class size o f 21 students and 
offers a variety o f activities

and leadership opportuni­
ties fo r all grade levels. 
Contact: Visit www. 
allsaintscs.com or call (734) 
459-2490.
HEISE HOURS
Date/Time: Monday, April
16, 3-4 p.m.
Location: Plymouth District 
Library, 223 S. Main in 
Plymouth
Details: State Rep. Kurt Heise 
is sponsoring district office 
hours on Monday, April 16 at 
various locations throughout 
western Wayne County. No 
appointment is necessary dur­
ing these office hours. People 
unavailable to attend can set 
up an appointment.
Contact Call 1-855-REP-KURT. 

COLLEGE SAVINGS 
Date/Time: Tuesday, April
17, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Location: Plymouth District 
Library, 223 S. Main, Plymouth 
Details: College savings 
experts from the Michigan 
Education Trust (MET) will 
be available to  answer 
questions and help parents, 
grandparents and others

through the process o f 
purchasing a MET contract. 
Purchasers w ill need social 
security numbers fo r them­
selves, the contract benefi­
ciary and any th ird party 
named on the contract. 
Contact: 1-800-MET-4-KID 
(1-800-638-4543)

NEW HOPE DINNER
Date/Time: Friday, May 18, 
6 p.m.
Location: Italian American 
Banquet Center in Livonia 
Details: New Hope Center 
fo r Grief Support hosts a 
Spring Appreciation Dinner 
to  honor Executive Director 
Cathy Clough fo r her dedi­
cation and service to  the 
success and history of New 
Hope Center. Hors d'oeuvres 
are at 6 p.m., dinner's at 7 
p.m., live music from 9-11 
p.m. The event features 
strolling musician trio  and 
live and silent auctions. Ce­
lebrity emcee is WDIV traffic 
reporter Ashlee Baracy. 
Contact: New Hope Office 
at 248-348-0115 or register 
online at www.NewHope- 
Center.net

Premium QuaCity
G L A Z E D

P O T S
3 0 %  O F F

P A N S IE S  |
4” pot reg. $4.99

J u s t ;  i  _  _  _

$ 1 . 9 9

14” BO W LS $19.99
20” W IN D O W  BO X
reg. $24.99 NOW $ 1 9 .9 9  
—

734-453-5500

H O U S E  P L A N T S  A R E  IN !
Freshen-up your indoor living space I

P E R E N N IA L S
Early-bloom ing, 

in  F u ll Color!

P L Y M O U T H
N U R S E R Y
H O M E  &  G A R D E N  S H O W P L A C E

[ S P R IN G T IM E  F R E S H ! ]

www.plymouthnursery.net 
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

^Offers Expire 4/18/12

9900 Ann Arbor Road W.
7 M ile s  W est o f  1-275 < 1 1/2 M ile s  S o u th  o f  M  14 

C o rn e r  o f G o tfred so n  R d . A

C rystaC  C reef^
A s s i s t e d  L i v i n g

www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents

F u ll A s s is ta n c e  w i t h  

B a th in g , D re s s in g  &  H y g ie n e  

in  a  S m a ll H o m e - l ik e  S e t t in g

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Lo cated  b e tw een  Jo y  &  W a rren  Roads)

• Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates
• 24 Hour Professional Staffing
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner
• Medication Management
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
• Beauty 8t Barber Shop
• Wander Secured/Endosed Courtyard

<*q J ST. MARY MERCY 
\ 0  LIVONIA

s a i n t  J o s e p h  m e r c y  h e a l t h  s y s t e m

“ I W a n t  t h e  B e s t  f o r  M y  D a d ”

T h e  N a t i o n ’ s  L e a d i n g  S e n i o r  E R  P r o g r a m

“My dad  saw the doctor, nurse, social worker and pharm acist in one visjt.”
Our unique team approach combines physicians and nurses certified 

in geriatric emergency medicine. Every patient receives a personalized 
treatm ent plan, which includes resources from case managers, a 

pharmacy review of medications and additional support for physical, 
em otional and spiritual needs.

Isn 't it time you D iscover Rem arkable? 

stjoeshealth.org • 800-231-2211

D ISC O V E R  I*-
REMARKABLE

H a v e  M o r e  F u n  A t

W s & N o r t h v i l l o  D o w n s
www.HorthvilleDowns.com

E arn  T r i p l e  P o in t s

W a g e r in g  O n  

L iv e  R a c in g !  

Every Friday 
&  Saturday
Post Time 7pm

Chances to  W in $100K every Friday & Saturday Night

The Best in Sim ulcast W agering 7 Days a Week

Check out the New M enu at the Clubhouse Restaurant! 
Call for reservations!

And Our P o k e r  R o o m  is Better Than Ever!
Start playing at 10am! Tournaments every night at 7pm.

Poker Room Proceeds Benefit South Lyon High School Band 
License #M72873, April 12-14,2012

FREE
At the corner of Seven Mile and Sheldon in Northville. 

For Clubhouse Dinner Reservations call:

( 2 4 8 ) 3 4 9 - 1 0 0 0

http://www.goodmoum-ingministry.net
http://www.goodmoum-ingministry.net
http://www.NewHope-Center.net
http://www.NewHope-Center.net
http://www.plymouthnursery.net
http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
http://www.HorthvilleDowns.com
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Interfaith group follows 9 /11 
event with debut health fair

By Darrell Clem
O b s e rv e r  S t a f f  W r i t e r

A fter marking the 
1 0 th anniversary of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks by 
assembling diverse re li­
gious groups at the Can­
ton Mosque, a group 
dubbed Interfaith  Com­
munity Outreach has 
unveiled its next proj­
ect by announcing a free 
health fa ir for adults who 
lack enough insurance 
coverage to pay for basic 
health screenings.

ICO, representing a 
patchwork of faith-based 
groups in Canton and 
Plymouth, has confirmed 
the health fa ir for 8  a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 
21, at Geneva Presbyteri­
an Church, 5835 N. Shel­
don north of Ford Road, 
in Canton.

ICO has spearheaded 
the health fa ir as a way to 
broaden its efforts to pool 
resources of faith-based 
organizations to strength­
en and serve the commu­
nity.

“We serve the commu­
nity by working together 
in faith and helping oth­
ers,” ICO member Anne 
M arie Graham-Hudak 
said.

Area residents who 
have no health coverage 
or who lack sufficient 
insurance may attend 
to receive screenings 
for diabetes, blood pres­
sure, heart issues, den­
tal hygiene, impaired 
vision and potential urol­
ogy problems, among oth­
er issues, Graham-Hudak 
said.

Getting help
Social workers plan 

to attend to help unin­
sured people learn ways 
they might seek addition­
al help, she said, and the 
health fa ir includes infor­
mational sessions on top­
ics ranging from nutri­

tion to yoga.
ICO’s health fa ir has 

drawn numerous spon­
sors such as Christ the 
Good Shepherd Church, 
Geneva Presbyteri­
an, Hindu Balagokulam, 
Muslim Community of 
Western Suburbs, the 
Singh Sabha (Sikh) Gur- 
dwara of Michigan, St. 
Thomas a’Becket Church, 
Oakwood Hospital and 
the Canton Community 
Foundation (CCF).

Anyone who plans to 
attend is urged to sign 
up by sending an e-mail 
to plymouthcantonico@ 
yahoo.com or by picking 
up a flie r at the sponsor 
locations.

The health fa ir comes 
after CCF commissioned 
a study in 2 0 1 0  by two 
University of Michigan 
master’s-degree level 
Ross Business School stu­
dents who found a need 
for free, charity health 
care in the Canton area, 
despite misconceptions 
by many that there isn’t a 
need for help in the com­
munity.

Faith based
During the 9/11 remem­

brance hosted last Sep­
tember by the Mus­
lim  Community of West­
ern Suburbs at the Can­
ton Mosque at Palmer 
and Lotz, many attend­
ees indicated they hoped 
the Interfaith  Commu­
nity Outreach group 
would continue to spon­
sor events linking diverse 
faith-based groups 
together to improve the 
community.

Donations may be sent 
to Interfaith  Commu­
nity Outreach, do Can­
ton Community Founda­
tion, 50430 School House 
Road, Suite 200, Canton, 
M I 48187.

For more information 
on ICO, go to www.ico- 
canton.byethost2 2 .com.

Larry Geiger picked up his new car w ith  sister Jeanette Geiger, center, and daughter Lauren Geiger. A ll are from Livonia.

L i v o n i a  m a n  w i n s  2 0 1 2  M a l i b u  

i n  M a r c h  M a d n e s s  g i v e a w a y
By Karen Smith
O b s e rv e r  S t a f f  W r i t e r

Larry Geiger, 59, of 
Livonia received a birth­
day present this week 
he’ll never forget.

Geiger won a 2012 
Chevrolet Malibu, the 
grand prize in the M et­
ro Detroit Chevy Deal­
ers Malibu Madness give­
away.

He got to pick which­
ever Malibu he want­
ed on Monday from the 
inventory at Lou LaR­
iche Chevrolet in Plym­
outh, where he has been a 
customer since the early 
1980s. He chose a metal­
lic black Malibu LT with a 
sunroof.

“What a nice-riding 
car,” he said. “It ’s just 
beautiful.”

Geiger, a circulation 
manager for the Observer 
& Eccentric Newspapers,

entered the contest after 
receiving an e-mail about 
it from the Lou LaRiche 
Chevrolet.

He had to go there in 
person to register. In  con­
junction with the 2 0 1 2  

NCAA Men’s College 
Basketball tournament, 
entrants followed a tour­
nament team through the 
rounds.

The computer picked 
one of 6 6  teams for each 
entrant. Geiger’s team 
was Kentucky.

Kentucky went all the 
way to the finals and then 
beat Kansas 67-59 on April 
2, Geiger’s birthday, win­
ning the 2012 NCAA title.

Because other entrants 
had also been assigned 
Kentucky, Geiger’s name 
was put into a drawing. He 
checked his e-mail April 4, 
and he had a message say­
ing, “Congratulations, you 
won the Malibu.”

He was the only one 
to win a Malibu in M et­
ro Detroit out of entrants 
from 39 dealerships.

“This birthday I  w ill 
never forgot,” Geiger 
said. “This whole week 
I ’ve been in a fog. I  wake 
up and pinch myself to 
see if  it’s real.”

Geiger said the timing 
was right. He, his wife 
and their two daughters 
have four cars among 
them and the oldest, a 
Jeep, was 10 years old. 
“I ’ve got it for sale right 
now,” he said. Now, every­
one in the fam ily is driv­
ing a vehicle that is no 
more than six years old.

Geiger gets to drive the 
Malibu. He gave the Pon­
tiac G6  he was driving to 
one of his daughters.

Scott LaRiche, execu­
tive, vice president of Lou 
LaRiche Chevrolet, said 
it was exciting to have

the winner come from  
his dealership. He said it 
couldn’t have happened 
to a nicer guy at a better 
time.

“H e’s a great guy,” LaR­
iche said, adding Geiger 
bought his first of several 
cars, a Citation, from his 
dealership in about 1984.

He said Geiger had 
been thinking about pur­
chasing a new vehicle. 
“I t ’s like the stars lined 
up.”

LaRiche said “real peo­
ple” are the winners of 
contests like the M et­
ro Detroit Chevy Deal­
ers Malibu Madness give­
away.

“It  just goes to show 
you if  you get an invite 
like that, fill the thing out 
because you never know. 
Larry w ill tell you that.”

k s m ith @ h o m e to w n life .c o m  

(3 1 3 ) 222-2098

‘ ■<1

W o r l d - c l a s s  d o c t o r s  h a v e  a  n e w  h o m e  

a n d  i t s  r i g h t  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  V m  v | o u r s .

♦

♦

A
sr lO H N  P r o v i d e n c e  

P r o v id e n c e  M E D I C A L  C E N T E R
H E A L T  H  S Y S T E M

G a r d e n  C ity

A PASSION f o r  H E A L I N G

F i n d i n g  a  d o c t o r  y o u  c a n  t r u s t ,  c a n  b e  

o v e r w h e l m i n g .  T h e  S t  J o h n  P r o v i d e n c e  P h y s i c i a n  

N e t w o r k  m a k e s  t h i s  a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r .  O u r  d o c t o r s  

a r e  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  s k i l l e d  a n d  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  

i n  S o u t h e a s t  M i c h i g a n  a n d  a r e  n o w  i n  y o u r  

n e i g h b o r h o o d .  T o  s c h e d u l e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  o u r  

P r o v i d e n c e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  -  G a r d e n  C i t y ,  c a l l  t h e  

n u m b e r  l i s t e d  b e l o w .

Janet Mullings, MD
O b s t e t r i c s  &  G y n e c o l o g y

P r e v e n ta t iv e  w o m e n 's  c a re ,  

p r e n a t a l  a n d  c h i ld b i r t h  

s e rv ic e s ,  m in im a l l y - in v a s iv e  

g y n e c o lo g ic a l  s u r g e r y

(248) 569-7790
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http://www.ico-canton.byethost22.com
http://www.ico-canton.byethost22.com
mailto:ksmith@hometownlife.com
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F o r m e r  P l y m o u t h  r e s i d e n t  n a m e d  a  
‘ n i g h t i n g a l e ’  f o r  n u r s i n g  e x c e l l e n c e
Caroline Trapp of Farm­

ington H ills and former­
ly of Plymouth is a winner 
of a Nightin­
gale Award 
for Nursing 
Excellence 
in the cate­
gory of Edu­
cation and 
Research.

Each year,
Oakland University’s 
School of Nursing and its 
Board of Visitors honor 
Michigan’s top nurses in 
eight different categories 
at the Nightingale Awards 
for Nursing Excellence. 
This prestigious event, 
the only one of its kind in 
the state, w ill be held on 
May 10, at the San Marino 
Club in Troy. The ceremo­
ny to recognize Trapp and 
the other winners is open

to the public.
Trapp is the first nurse 

to be employed by the 
Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine, 
and has been creative and 
effective in establishing 
many new programs.

She oversaw the pro­
duction of (and had a role 
in) a three-hour nutrition 
education DVD designed 
for people with diabe­
tes, which received the 
prestigious “Favorably 
Reviewed” seal from the 
American Association of 
Diabetes Educators. The 
DVD was turned into a 
program that aired on 
PBS stations nationwide.

Additionally, Trapp 
wrote a companion edu­
cation manual, and has 
now trained more than 
1 0 0  instructors, including

a number of nurses, who 
are offering the “Food for 
Life: The Power of Food 
for Diabetes Prevention 
and Treatment” program  
across the country.

Over 700 nurses, physi­
cians and administrators 
as well as fam ily mem­
bers and supporters w ill 
attend this year’s awards 
ceremony which features 
an authentic Italian sit 
down dinner and silent 
auction.

High bidders at the 
auction could go home 
with a Saks Fifth Ave­
nue Beauty Party, OU 
Bronze Golf Access mem­
bership for Katke-Cous- 
ins course, $ 2 0 0  gift cer­
tificate to The Lark Res­
taurant, Franklin Athletic 
Club membership, tickets 
to a University of M ichi­

gan football game or oth­
er exciting items. Back 
by popular demand, Cin­
dy Canty w ill once again 
emcee this year’s awards 
ceremony.

Each winning recipi­
ent receives a check for 
$1 ,0 0 0 , a bronze statue 
of Florence Nightingale 
and a pin. Nominees were 
nominated by their peers, 
supervisors, friends or 
patients for their superior 
service and contributions.

Beaumont Health Sys­
tem is the Presenting 
Sponsor and other spon­
sors include: Henry Ford 
Health System, Critten- 
ton Hospital Medical Cen­
ter, Detroit Medical Cen­
ter, Oakland M R I, Oak- 
wood Healthcare Sys­
tem and St. Joseph Mercy 
Oakland.

Trapp

B e n t l e y  s w e e t h e a r t s
“I  met him on a Monday 

and my heart stood still
Da do ron-ron-ron, da do 

ron-ron
Somebody told me that 

his name was B ill
Da do ron-ron-ron, da do 

ron-ron”

By Karen Smith
O b se rv e r  S ta f f  W r ite r

Those lyrics from the 
1963 song Da Doo Ron 
Ron by the Crystals will 
play Saturday at the Livo­
nia Community Recre­
ation Center, former site 
of Bentley High School, 
as Claudine (Buck) Lam- 
son walks down the aisle to 
wed her high school sweet­
heart, B ill Laslett, after 48 
long years.

The lyrics aptly describe 
the first time Lamson, 
from the Bentley class of 
‘65, laid eyes on Bill, from  
the class of 1964.

“It was in 1962 in the 
summer,” Lamson said. 
“M y best friend lived right 
next door to his grand­
mother. I  was at her house, 
he came out the door, and I  
said, ‘Who’s that?’ and she 
said, ‘Oh, that’s B ill,’ and 
I  said, ‘I  want to go meet 
him.’”

The best friend, Nancy 
(Buchanan) Mantay, intro­
duced the pair, and they 
instantly became boy­
friend-girlfriend. “We 
liked each other right 
away,” Lamson said.

“And when I  walked her 
home

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron

I knew what she was 
thinking when she caught 
my eye

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron”

But Lamson’s father

Bill Laslett, Bentley High 
Class o f 1964, found his 
high school sw eetheart, 
C laudine (Buck) Lamson, 
Class o f 1965, on dass- 
m ates.com. The tw o  w ill 
m arry Saturday at the Livo­
nia Com m unity Recreation 
Center, site o f the form er 
Bentley High School.

didn’t like the idea of his 
oldest child, then just 14, 
dating at such a young age. 
So he only allowed them to 
see each other at Bentley 
High School, where Lam­
son started as a sophomore 
and Laslett continued as a 
junior that fall, and some­
times at Lamson’s house 
when Laslett helped her 
dad work on his cars.

Her father did let her to 
go to the junior prom with 
Laslett because his grand­
mother drove them.

The two broke up at the 
end of her sophomore and 
his junior years after Lam­
son’s father found out that 
Laslett lived next-door to 
Nancy, and they had been 
seeing each other without 
his knowledge.

“I  wasn’t allowed to go 
there anymore,” Lam­
son said. “I  was silly, and I  
didn’t know he really loved 
me because I  was only 15, 
and he was a greaser. He 
was a James Dean little 
greaser; he was too proud 
to say, ‘Don’t break up with 
me.’”

Laslett graduated and 
joined the Navy. Lam­
son wrote in his yearbook,

S T O W  &  G O  S E L F  S T O R A G E  

A U C T I O N  N O T I C E

Pursuant to state law, Notice is hereby giving that 
a public auction will be held at STOW & GO 
SELF STORAGE, 41999 ANN ARBOR ROAD, 
PLYMOUTH, MI on A pril 21, 2012 a t  10:00 am, on 
past due tenants listed below. The entire contents of the 
following units will be auctioned and sold to the highest 
bidder on each individual unit. CASH ONLY! 
DESCRIPTION IS BRIEF SUMMARY OF ITEMS, 
MAY OR MAY NOT CONTAIN MORE OR LESS 
ITEMS.

U nit #339 - JAMES ALTER, P.O. BOX 512,
DEARBORN HEIGHTS., MI 48127

Lumber, tape player, alarm clock, fax machine, 
misc. boxes, and other misc. items.

U nit #211 - CLIFTON BURNS, 29055 ANN ARBOR 
TRAIL, WESTLAND, MI 48185

Office chair, TV, baby carseat, kids toys, camping 
equip., (4) tires, window AC, computer desk, bed 
frame, gaming chair, car stereo, Christmas 
decorations, many boxes and other misc. items

U nit #223 - MARTIN CARUANA, 1600 N.
TERRITORIAL #29, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170

Boxes of shoes, purses, wallets, storage locker, 
backpack, computer, cutting board, storage 
shelves, filing cabinets and other misc. items.

U nit #581 - ALEX HENNING, 464 N. MILL STREET 
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170

Computers, step ladder, circular saw, printers, 
vhs, suitcases, golf clubs, train set, misc trains, 
little dresser, books, dishes, Marshall’s amplifier 
and other misc. items.

U nit #557 - ERIKA HAMPSTEAD, 212 PINEWOOD 
DRIVE, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170

Vacuum, daybed with mattress, sofa set, pictures 
frames, suitcases, bookcase, dining room chairs, 
window fan, golf clubs and other misc. items.

SALE DATE IS APRIL 21, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M.

Pu b lish : A p r il  8  a n d  12, 2012 o e o 8772912 2x6.5

m a r r y  a f t e r  4 8  y e a r s

Claudine (Buck) Lamson 
said part o f w h at attracted 
her to  B ill Laslett in 1962 
w as th a t he w as a Jam es 
Dean-style greaser.

“Tb the sweetest guy I ’ve 
ever known. I hope you 
stay that way, and always 
remember me, Claudine.”

And he did.
After a 20-year mar­

riage that ended in divorce 
and three long-term rela­
tionships that didn’t work 
out, Laslett saw Lamson’s 
name on Classmates.com 
in January 2011 and con­
tacted her through the 
website.

“I  must have been look­
ing for her,” he said, 
explaining why he has not 
remarried until now.

Lamson had been wid­
owed twice and divorced 
once. She was wintering 
in Arizona with her fourth 
husband, but the relation­
ship was rocky and Lam­
son was unhappy. Las­
lett was living in Redford. 
They communicated by e- 
mail and phone until spring 
2011 when Laslett decid­
ed to return to her home in 
Luzerne, Mich., near Gray­
ling, to see if  things would 
work out with Laslett.

Lamson and Laslett met 
again for the first time 
since 1964 on April 14,
2011, on Hines Drive in 
Livonia, where they used 
to go necking on double 
dates with Nancy’s older 
brother and his girlfriend 
in his 1956 Ford without 
Lamson’s parents knowing.

“I got out of my car and 
he got out of his truck, and 
he kissed me and that was 
it. We both knew this was 
it; it was meant to be.”

The magic was still 
there, Laslett said, of the 
brown-eyed girl who stole 
his heart in 1962.

“Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron

She looked so quiet but 
my oh my

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron

Yes she caught my eye"

Lamson immediate­
ly filed for divorce after 
returning to Michigan, and 
Laslett moved in with her.

The wedding, one year 
to the day the couple met 
again in person for the 
first time since 1964, will 
be the first ever at the Rec­
reation Center, which is 
decorated with Bentley 
memorabilia, said Tom 
Murphy, facilities man­
ager. The memorabilia 
includes “the big old green 
B” from center court from  
the Bentley gym.

Coincidently, the rec cen­
ter turns nine years old on 
April 14.

All 10 of their children 
— Lamson’s two sons and 
four daughters and Las- 
lett’s four daughters — will 
be there. The couple also 
has 30 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren 
between them.

Lamson w ill wear sad­
dle shoes, bobby socks 
and a poodle skirt. Her 
sons, Gene and Ken Dien- 
berg, will walk her down 
the aisle wearing blue 
jeans and T-shirts with 
cigarettes rolled in then- 
sleeves as the song Da Doo 
Ron Ron plays.

Laslett is going to wear 
a white sports coat with 
a pink carnation. He will 
take his place to wait for 
her as the 1957 M arty Rob­
bins song A White Sport 
Coat (and a Pink Carna­
tion) plays.

A sock hop reception for 
150 guests w ill follow at 
the VFW Hall in Plymouth.

“Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron

Well, I  picked her up at 7 
and she looked so fine

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron

Someday soon I ’m gonna 
make her mine

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron

Yes, she looked so fine
Yes, I ’m gonna make her 

mine.”

ksm  ith @ h o m e to w n l ife .com  

(313 ) 222-2098
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• Quality Workmanship
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D o n ’t h o a rd , but so m e  
re co rds are  im p o rta n t

By Rick Bloom
G u e s t  C o lu m n is t

M o n e y  M a t t e r s

Rick Bloom

N ow that tax sea­
son is behind us, 
one issue that 

always comes up is 
how long should tax 
records be saved. In  
fact, it ’s the broad­
er question as to how 
long people should save 
records in general. 

Many people tend to
be p a c k _________
rats 
and 
save 
every­
thing. I  
believe 
that 
sav­
ing too 
many 
records 
is prob­
ably
just as bad as not sav­
ing enough. A fter all, 
people who save too 
many records find that 
if  they ever need them, 
they can’t locate them. 
Here are some general 
rules that apply to the 
great m ajority of peo­
ple.

When it comes to 
your tax return, gen­
erally, the IRS can 
audit you up to three 
years after you’ve filed  
your return. There­
fore, if  you filed your 
2008 return A pril 15, 
2009, that audit peri­
od is basically over.
The one exception is if  
you understated your 
income by 25 percent 
or more, in that case 
the IRS can go back 
six years. Because of 
that, I  generally recom­
mend that people save 
their tax records — and 
backup documentation 
— for at least six years.

That doesn’t mean 
you may not want to 
keep copies of the 
return itself. I  gener­
ally tell people they 
should save their 
return, however, after 
a six-year period there 
is no reason to save the 
backup documentation.

There is, howev­
er, one document that 
should be retained for 
a longer period of time 
and that is Form 8606. 
This is the form used to 
report non-deductible 
IR A  contributions. I  
recommend saving this 
document until you’ve 
withdrawn all the 
money out of the non­
deductible IRA.

There are two main 
reasons to save back­
up documentation. The 
first is for tax pur­
poses. The other is to 
prove that you made a 
payment on something. 
Therefore, the issue is 
how long should you 
save things like utility  
and cable TV bills and 
other types of recur­
ring bills. M y gener­
al rule is when you get 
your next statement,

•if it shows that there 
was no previous bal­
ance it means that you 
can destroy the previ­
ous statement. There is 
no reason to save util­
ity or cable TV bills 
for years. It  makes no

sense and creates clut­
ter.

When it comes to 
things like loans, save 
the documentation 
until the loan is paid 
off. Once the loan is 
paid off, save proof 
that the loan has been 
satisfied.

In  regards to ATM  
receipts and bank 
deposits, save docu­
mentation until they 
appear on your state­
ment. Once they’re on 
your statement, there 
is no reason to save the 
receipts. As for bank 
statements, I  generally 
recommend saving for 
a one-year period.

With mutual fund 
statements, save your 
current statement until 
the next one arrives. 
The statements are 
cumulative for many 
mutual funds and they 
show year-to-date. 
Therefore once you 
get your March state­
ment and you check 
it for accuracy, you 
can destroy the Feb­
ruary statement. The 
only statement I  save 
long term  is the year- 
end statement, which 
gives the total invest­
ment activity for the 
year. There is no need 
to save the statements 
once the investment is 
sold.

Everyone needs to 
keep a permanent file  
of important docu­
ments used throughout 
a lifetim e. In  this file  
should be birth certif­
icates, estate planning 
documents, life  insur­
ance policies and a list 
of your professional 
advisers. This is a file  
that fam ily members 
w ill need to access if  
something should hap­
pen to you. I t ’s a good 
idea to keep of list of 
where all your invest­
ments are kept. This 
w ill make things easier 
on your family.

One last note. When 
I  talk about destroy­
ing documents, I  mean 
shredding them, not 
tearing them up and 
throwing them in a 
wastebasket. Identi­
ty theft is still a major 
problem in this coun­
try  and there’s no rea­
son to make it easier on 
the crooks. I f  you don’t 
have a shredder, buy 
one and use it.

I  know people who 
have file  cabinets full 
of old records. When 
I  ask why, they can’t 
give me a good answer. 
The bottom line: there 
is no good answer. So 
do some spring clean­
ing. Go through your 
records and shred what 
you don’t need. There’s 
an old adage that states 
less is more and I  cer­
tainly believe that 
applies in this situation. 
Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. Observer 
& Eccentric readers can 
submit questions at mon- 
eymattersOhometownlife. 
com. For more informa­
tion, visit his website at 
www.bloomassetmanage- 
ment.com.

$ U H $ d te 4
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS

Enjoy Instant Shade & Comfort 
All Summer and SAVE $200!
We're your hometown authorized SunSetter Dealer, 

offering professional installation.

Complete Rem odeling & Construction Co.
5363 Westview Rd.
Clarkston, Ml 48346 

Toll Free: 1-888-283-5272, Ext. 70540

For your FREE Consultation call us now, or go to 
www.localsunsetter.com and use Ext. 70540

■j i
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Regency welcome
The Regency at Canton recently held a grand opening w ith the Canton and the Plymouth 
Community Chambers o f Commerce. Regency at Canton offers both short-term rehabili­
tation and long-term care fo r residents in a serene setting. The building has a one-story 
floor plan, w ith 35 private suites and 39 semi-private rooms, all w ith in-room showers and 
baths. They are located at 45900 Geddes in Canton. Pictured cutting the ribbon is Allison 
Maurer, director o f Admissions & Marketing and administrator Patricia Sullivan, along 
w ith members o f their staff and volunteers from both Chambers.

Legislative roundtable
State Sen. Patrick Colbeck and state 

Rep. K urt Heise meet with Plymouth
Community Chamber of 
Commerce members for 
a roundtable discussion 
about current legislation 
and important issues 
facing the state 3-4 p.m. 
Friday, April 20, at the 
chamber office. 

Members w ill have 
Heise an opportunity to talk

directly with them 
about issues like person­
al property tax or oth­
er issues impacting your 
business. This event is 
only for members of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
There is no fee to attend.

To RSVP please e-mail 
teri@plymouthmich.org 
or call the chamber at 
(734) 453-1540. Due to 

space limitations, we can only accommo­
date 25 people or so. The chamber office 
is located at 850 W. Ann Arbor Trail.

A fter hours
The Plymouth Community Chamber 

of Commerce hosts a joint A fter Hours 
event with the Canton Chamber of Com­
merce Wednesday, April 18, from 5-7:30 
p.m. at the Red Olive Restaurant.

Plymouth Community Chamber mem­
bers w ill be joining our neighbors from  
the Canton Chamber of Commerce for 
an A fter Hours hosted by the Red Olive 
Restaurant & Banquet Center. This 
event w ill again provide you the oppor­
tunity to expand your network of pro­
fessionals from business people in our 
neighboring community and with many 
of our members at the same time.

Last year’s joint A fter Hours with 
Canton drew more than 120 people.

There is no fee to attend this event; 
RSVP by noon April 16 to teri@plym- 
outhmich.org or call (734) 453-1540.

Diva Day
Ladies are invited to attend the fourth 

annual D iva Day on Saturday, April 
21, from 10 a.m. to 6  p.m. The first 500 
Divas w ill get free DivaGlasses. Little  
Divas and Diva Dogs are also welcome.

More than 30 shops, boutiques, salons 
and restaurants w ill present special 
offers, unique refreshments, and chanc­
es to win D iva Day prizes. Participating 
shops include Bella M ia, Candy Trail,

Creatopia Pottery Studio, Dearborn 
Jewelers, Genuine Toy Co., Gigi’s Mode, 
Hands on Leather, Home Sweet Home, 
Isabella’s Copper Pot, Kilwins, Magno­
lia -  Fresh Flower M arket, M erle Nor­
man, Old World Olive Press, Penniman 
Gallery, R.S.V.P., Razzamatazz, Shar­
er Design Group, Sun & Snow and Tran- 
quiliTea.

The event is free to attend. Look for 
the balloons. For more information call 
(734) 453-1540 or visit www.plymouth- 
mich.org/events.

Showcase Plymouth
Exhibit spaces for the Showcase and 

Taste of Plymouth, set for 5-7:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 14, are going quickly. 
Exhibit space prices are $110 or $135 
(premium) and includes a 6 ’ x 3’ skirt­
ed table. This is a great opportunity to 
market your business to residents and 
local businesses. I f  you are interested in 
exhibiting, please contact the Chamber 
at (734) 453-1540 or e-mail teri@plym- 
outhmich.org. Cancellations must be 
received by May 10.

Showcase & Taste of Plymouth 
attracts 600-800 attendees from the 
community and member businesses, 
features 90 total exhibitors including 20 
restaurants, sees Community Service 
Awards presented to 20 honorees, and 
each exhibitor can bring three people.

Showcase Plymouth takes place at 
The Inn at St. John’s, 44045 Five M ile (at 
Sheldon) in Plymouth.

Home, Tweet Home
The Plymouth Community Chamber 

of Commerce Presents “Home, Tweet 
Home,” a Plymouth Birdhouse Tour 
through April 20.

Join the retailers in downtown Plym­
outh celebrating spring with a tour of 
birdhouses, vote for your favorite and 
be entered into a prize drawing. Vot­
ing forms are available up at participat­
ing shops or on the chamber’s website at 
www.plymouthmich.org.

Participating shops include Candy 
Trail, Creatopia Create Your Own Pot­
tery Studio, Downtown Development 
Authority, Dearborn Jewelers of Plym­
outh, Genuine Toy Co., Hands on Leath­
er, Isabella’s Copper Pot, J ill Andra 
Young Photography, Kilwins Plymouth, 
Magnolia -  A Fresh Flower M arket, Old 
World Olive Press, Penniman Gallery, 
Plymouth Community Chamber of Com­
merce, Sun & Snow Sports, Three Dog 
Bakery and TranquiliTea.

Colbeck

PLYMOUTH BUSINESS BRIEFS
Business m ixer

The next Business 2 Business M ixer 
takes place 5:30 p.m. Thursday, A pril 19, 
at Greko Printing, 260 Ann Arbor Road 
in Plymouth.

There are no fees to pay or groups to 
join. Participants should bring business 
cards for exchanging with fellow busi­
ness owners in the Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville and surrounding areas.

Future mixers are scheduled at the 
Plymouth Wellness Center (May); Sweet 
Bikes in Canton (June); Rock Bar and 
G rill in Plymouth (July); K arl’s Cabin in 
Plymouth (August); Indigo Salon in Can­
ton (October); Showroom of Elegance in 
Canton (November) and Fox H ills Golf 
& Banquet Center (December) in Plym­
outh.

M arket president
Plymouth resident K irk  Albert has 

been named president of KeyBank’s 
Michigan market. He succeeds Tim  
Gretkierewicz, who was named Key’s 
district executive for business banking 
in Cleveland, Ohio.

In  his new position, Albert w ill over­
see Key’s retail, small business, com­
mercial and private banking in M ichi­
gan.

Albert joined Key in 1992 and has held 
a variety of leadership positions for the 
bank in Michigan in private banking, 
middle market and business banking.
He has a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from The University 
of Michigan and is a graduate of Lead­
ership Ann Arbor. He is active in the

community, serving on 
boards for Arbor Hos­
pice and the Michigan 
Certified Development 
Corporation. He also 
serves on the profes­
sional advisory commit­
tee for the Ann Arbor 
Area Community Foun­
dation and also serves 

as chairman of Key’s United Way cam­
paign in Michigan.

He lives in Plymouth Township with 
his wife and two children.

Business news
From the desk of the Plymouth Down­

town Development Authority:
• Look for Dazzling Daniela, owned 

by Daniela Kokalevski, to open in 
the M ayflow er Centre on M ain St. 
soon. Kokalevski plans to sell dress­
es, shoes and accessories in the new 
store.

Follow Daniela on Facebook at http:// 
www.facebook.com/pages/Dazzling- 
Daniela-LLC/306061532788489

• Dearborn Jewelers of Plymouth is 
celebrating 62 years in business with 
their “Anniversary Celebration Sale.” 
A ll in stock merchandise is 20-percent 
o ff (exceptions are loose diamonds, 
add-a-pearls, custom work, special 
orders, repairs, layaways or previ­
ous purchases.) There are some select 
items that are 30 to 40 percent off. 
Any purchase enters the buyer into
a grand prize drawing for a $500 g ift 
certificate.

Albert

Landscaping gadgets 
to keep an eye on

By Jon Gunnells
G u e s t  C o lu m n is t

S pend less time work­
ing on your yard this 
year and more time 

enjoying it by utilizing 
some of the latest land­
scaping gizmos and gad­
gets. From yard cleaners 
to pool cleaners there are 
plenty of tech gadgets 
that can help you spruce 
up your outdoor space in 
time for summer.

Garden Groom -  This 
reinvention of the hedge 
clippers allows you to 
trim  bushes, trees and 
shrubs without having 
to rake or pick up the 
trimmings. The Garden 
Groom is connected to a 
vacuum and a bagging 
device. It  also has a con­
cealed blade so you don’t 
slice o ff your finger when 
you get distracted by the 
squirrels. The Garden 
Groom can be purchased 
for about $100 at Garden- 
Groom.com 

Telescoping Sprinkler 
-  This one sounds a bit 
cooler and more tech sav­
vy than it really is, but a 
telescoping sprinkler can 
help you water tall plants 
without moving the hose 
every 10 minutes. The 
benefits of a telescop­
ing sprinkler include 
adjustable height and, 
well that’s about it. Not 
the most technological­
ly advanced item  you w ill 
find in this space, but for 
$10 or $15 the telescoping 
sprinkler is much better 
than a watering can. 

Self-watering plant­

e rs-A n
even cool­
er water 
device 
that you 
can use 
indoors or 
outdoors, 
self­
water­
ing plant­
ers can 
help you 

go up to 1 2  weeks with­
out watering. Water level 
indicators also help show 
users how much they 
need to water, so there is 
no over-saturating plants 
and flowers. You can pur­
chase self-watering plant­
ers by visiting lechuza.us.

Amazing Rake -  Like 
something straight out 
of an infomercial, the 
Amazing Rake allows 
users to rake and pick 
up leaves in one motion. 
You’ve likely seen con­
traptions like the Amaz­
ing Rake at your hard­
ware store, but this rake 
is unique. Instead of trap­
ping leaves by folding in 
half, the Amazing Rake 
pushes its two shovel-like 
claws together. It  even 
has the capability of pick­
ing up one leave, which 
would defeat the purpose 
of actually using a rake 
-  but for $40, it better 
be able to pick up one of 
anything you want.

Pro Handle -  I f  you 
want to pretend to be the 
most advanced landscap­
er on the block, you can 
attach the Pro Handle to 
your Amazing Rake and 
go to work. The Pro Han­

dle attaches to common 
yard tools such as rakes, 
shovels, and brooms and 
helps users perform  yard 
work with less stress on 
their lower back muscles. 
The pro handle retails for 
about $15 and can be pur­
chased from prohandle, 
com

Solar Breeze Pool Skim­
mer -  I f  you are lucky 
enough to have a pool and 
are going to do one thing 
this summer, it should 
be to invite me over for 
a swim. But if  you are 
going to do two things 
this summer it would be 
to buy a solar power pool 
skimmer that cleans 90 
to 95 percent of debris 
from your pool. The Solar 
Breeze Pool Skimmer is 
$499 however it can save 
money by lowering your 
pool pump run time by 50 
to 6 6  percent.

Rubber Mulch- Much 
like the rubber pel­
lets in field turf, rub­
ber mulch is made main­
ly  from recycled rub­
ber and tires. It  is soft­
er and therefore safer for 
kids than regular mulch 
and is available in six col­
ors from pinnaclerub- 
bermulch.com. And if  
you’re in love with rubber 
mulch, you can also find 
rubber patio blocks from  
your local home improve­
ment store.

Jon Gunnells is a social 
media planner at a regional 
advertising agency. He can 
be reached at jonathan.gun- 
nells@gmail.com. Follow him 
on Twitter ©GunnShOw.

Tech Savvy

Jon Gunnells

Free information, speakers and resources to 
help those caring for an older adult or a 

person with a disability

Wednesday, A p ril 11, 2012 
5:30 pm -  9:00 pm

R e d f o r d  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r  

1 2 1 2 1  H e m i n g w a y  

R e d f o r d ,  4 8 2 3 9

Saturday, A p ril 28, 2012  
12:00 pm -  3:30 pm

B o o k e r  D o z i e r  R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t e r  

2 0 2 5  M i d d l e b e l t  R o a d  

I n k s t e r ,  4 8 1 4 1

Tuesday, M ay  8, 2011  
5:30 pm -  9:00 pm
S u m m i t  o n  t h e  P a r k  

4 6 0 0 0  S u m m i t  P a r k w a y  

C a n t o n ,  4 8 1 8 8

Wednesday, M ay  16, 2012  
5:30 pm -  9:00 pm

F l a t  R o c k  C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r  

1  M a g u i r e  S t r e e t  

F l a t  R o c k ,  4 8 1 3 4

Topics include:
• Personal & 

Financial Security
• Elder Care
• Handling Stress
• Senior Housing, 

Assisted Living & 
Nursing Homes

• In-Home Help
• And More!

American 
HousefiSi tm s>
SENIOR UVTNpQDMMUNW

T h e  S e n io r  A l l i a n c e
|T S A 3 r  Area Agency or Aging 1-C

- A A R P
Wayne Metropolitan
C o m m u n i t y  A c t io n  A g e n c y

F r e e  E n t r y ,  H e a l t h  S c r e e n in g s  
D o o r  P r i z e s  a n d  R e f r e s h m e n t s

Pre-Register at:

( 7 3 4 )  2 4 6 - 2 2 8 0  e x t .  1 5 6

Check us o u t on  th e  W eb every day  
at h om etow n life .com

MMHIH
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Stepping up
T i m e  f o r  b e t t e r  

t o w n s h i p  i d e a s
W i t h  b a r e l y  f i v e  w e e k s  u n t i l  t h e  f i l i n g  

d e a d l i n e ,  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  P l y m o u t h  T o w n s h i p  

e l e c t i o n  i s  s h a p i n g  u p  —  b u t  s l o w l y .  T h a t  

w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  c h a n g e  b e f o r e  M a y  1 5 .

A l r e a d y ,  S u p e r v i s o r  R i c h a r d  R e a u m e  i s  

f a c i n g  p o s s i b l e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  f r o m  N o r t h v i l l e  

T o w n s h i p  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  D i r e c t o r  J o h n  

W e r t h .  A n d ,  w h i l e  n o b o d y  h a s  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  

T r e a s u r e r  R o n  E d w a r d s  o r  C l e r k  J o e  

B r i d g m a n ,  i t ’ s  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  t i m e .

I t ’ s  b e e n  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  c h a r g e d  y e a r  i n  t h e  

t o w n s h i p ,  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  i t  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  

t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  d o w n ­

s i z i n g  o f  t h e  P l y m o u t h  C o m m u n i t y  F i r e  

D e p a r t m e n t .  A l t h o u g h  h e  h a s n ’ t  s a i d  s o ,  

t h a t ’s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  w h a t  g o t  W e r t h  i n t o  

t h e  r a c e .  H e  h a s ,  a t  r e c e n t  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s ,  

b e e n  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  b o a r d ’s  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h e  

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t .

F i r e f i g h t e r s  l i k e w i s e  a r e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  

t o  r e c r u i t  s o m e o n e  t o  r u n  a g a i n s t  E d w a r d s ,  

t h e  p e r c e i v e d  f a c e  o f  t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  

c o n t r o v e r s y .  F i r e f i g h t e r s  a r e  a l s o  l i k e l y  

t o  b a c k  B r i d g m a n ,  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e m  i n  

t h e i r  q u e s t  t o  s a v e  j o b s  i n  t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t ­

m e n t .  I t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n  w h e t h e r  c r i t i c s  

o f  t h e  f a i l e d  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t  d i s t r i c t  

w i l l  t r y  t o  m a k e  B r i d g m a n  p a y  f o r  h i s  s u p ­

p o r t  a t  t h e  b a l l o t  b o x .

T h e r e  c o u l d  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  a m o n g  

t h e  f o u r  t r u s t e e s .  A l l  f o u r  —  f o r m e r  s u p e r ­

v i s o r  S t e v e n  M a n n ,  K a y  A r n o l d  ( t h e  b o a r d ’ s  

l o n g e s t  s e r v i n g  m e m b e r ) ,  M i c h a e l  K e l l y  

a n d  B o b  D o r o s h e w i t z  —  h a v e  s a i d  t h e y  

h a v e  n o t  y e t  d e c i d e d  t o  f i l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  

t e r m .  W e  e x p e c t  D o r o s h e w i t z  a n d  K e l l y  

( a l t h o u g h  h e  h a s  s a i d  a  p o t e n t i a l  s e c o n d  

t e r m  w o u l d  l i k e l y  b e  h i s  l a s t )  t o  b e  i n  f o r  

s u r e .  M a n n  a n d  A r n o l d  a r e  l e s s  c e r t a i n .

T h a t  m e a n s  s i g n i f i c a n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

o t h e r s .  T o m  K e l l y  a n d  J e n n i f e r  M a n n ,  b o t h  

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 - m i l l ,  f i v e - y e a r  

S p e c i a l  A s s e s s m e n t  D i s t r i c t ,  h a v e  b e e n  

m e n t i o n e d  a s  p o t e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s .  O t h e r s  

w i l l  l i k e l y  f i l e  b y  d e a d l i n e .

C o m p e t i t i o n  i s  a  g o o d  t h i n g ,  a n d  t o w n s h i p  

g o v e r n a n c e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n t .  V a r i e d  v o i c e s  

c a n  a d d  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  T h e  w i d e r  

t h e  c a n d i d a t e  p o o l ,  t h e  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  t h a t  

i s s u e s  w i l l  b e  d e b a t e d .

P o t e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  - p e r h a p s  t h o s e  c u r ­

r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  o n  o t h e r  t o w n s h i p  b o a r d s  

a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  - w h o  h a v e  t h e  t i m e ,  p a s ­

s i o n  f o r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a  

w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s e r v e  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r u n .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a  l o t  o f  o u t s p o k e n  r e s i d e n t s  

o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  i s s u e s  i n  P l y m o u t h  T o w n s h i p .  

N o w  i s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  t h i n k  t h e y  h a v e  

b e t t e r  i d e a s  t o  s t e p  a n d  f i l e  f o r  o f f i c e .

S c h o o l  b o a r d  
r i g h t  t o  t a k e  i n p u t

T h e  P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

d i d  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  i n  s c h e d u l i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  

h e a r  f r o m  i t s  p a r e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  o n  r e d r a w ­

i n g  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  b o u n d a r i e s .

P u b l i c  c o m m e n t  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  a t  D i s c o v e r y  

M i d d l e  S c h o o l  a t  7  p . m .  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 9 .  

T h e  b o a r d  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  m a k e  a  d e c i s i o n  a t  

t h e  A p r i l  2 4  m e e t i n g .  T h a t ’s  a  w e e k  a f t e r  w h a t  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  J e r e m y  H u g h e s  c a l l e d  t h e  

d r o p - d e a d  d a t e  f o r  m a k i n g  a  d e c i s i o n  i n  t i m e  

t o  i m p l e m e n t  i t  f o r  t h e  2 0 1 2 - 1 3  s c h o o l  y e a r .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

w i l l  b e  u n d e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e l a y  b u t  h e a r i n g  

f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  a p p r o a c h .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  u r g e  t o  g e t  i t  d o n e .  

S c h o o l s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  p l a n n i n g  o p e n  

h o u s e s  a n d  o t h e r  “ m e e t  t h e  t e a c h e r ”  e v e n t s  f o r  

p o t e n t i a l  i n c o m i n g  s t u d e n t s .  I t ’s  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  t h i s  

d e c i s i o n  i s n ’t  m a d e  s o o n ,  k i d s  w i l l  b e  “ m e e t i n g  

t h e  t e a c h e r s ”  a t  s c h o o l s  t h e y  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  b e  

p a r t  o f  b y  t h e  t i m e  S e p t e m b e r  r o l l s  a r o u n d .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s p r i n g  b r e a k  g o t  i n  t h e  w a y ,  

f o r c i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  t o  w a i t  a  w e e k .

W h e n  t h e y  d o  c o n v e n e ,  t h e  o n e  t h i n g  b o a r d  

m e m b e r s  c a n ’t  a f f o r d  t o  d o  i s  l e t  e m o t i o n s  g e t  

i n  t h e  w a y  o f  w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  i s  b e s t  f o r  t h e  

e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t .  N e i g h b o r h o o d  s p o k e s p e o p l e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  t h e  B i r d  a n d  A l l e n  e l e m e n ­

t a r y  f a m i l i e s ,  h a v e  a l r e a d y  m a d e  p a s s i o n a t e  

p l e a s  t o  l e a v e  t h e m  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e .

I t  m a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  t h a t ,  b u t  i t  m i g h t  

n o t  b e  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .  W e  

u r g e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  t o  m a k e  a  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  

b e n e f i t s  t h e  e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t .

O bserver
A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

B r a d  K a d r i c h ,

C o m m u n i t y  E d i t o r  

S u s a n  R o s i e k ,

E x e c u t i v e  E d i t o r

Grace Perry,
D i r e c t o r  o f  

A d v e r t i s i n g

COMMUNITY VOICE

T h e re  is a p ro p o s a l fo r  a n e w  s h o p p in g  c e n te r  o n  S h e l­
d o n  R o ad  s o u th  o f  M -1 4  in  P ly m o u th , a t  a n  o ld  w a r e ­
h o u s e  s ite . W o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  see a s h o p p in g  c e n te r  
th e re , a n d  w h y  o r  w h y  n o t?
We asked this question at the Plymouth District Library.

“ I don’t think they need 
one over there.”

Lorraine Powell
Northville Township

“No, I don’t think so. 
Because I like to keep 
the quaintness of Plym­
outh.”

Mary Hejka
Plymouth

“That might be the best 
thing. It’ ll bring more 
opportunities, more 
business opportunities 
here.”

Rebecca Blessing
Plymouth Township

“Depends on its size. I 
don’t feel anything more 
is needed at this time.”

Julie Spring
Plymouth

LETTERS

Thanks for support
My daughter, Caitlin, is graduat­

ing from high school (barring prob­
lems in the next two months) and 
I wanted to say thank you. She is 
in special education and has been 
since she was 7. She is graduating. 
From high school. Graduating.

There were moments, days, and 
even months that my husband and 
I never would have believed it. It 
has been a rough road at times. 
She has always been different and 
difficult and demanding. And intel­
ligent and hilarious and delightful.

She has high-functioning autism, 
also called Asperger's syndrome, 
which means she has difficulty 
communicating with people in a 
"normal" manner. She also has 
seizures, problems with sensory 
issues, speech issues, fine and 
gross motor skills, and has behav­
ioral issues. But she is going to be 
fine. The Plymouth-Canton school 
district and our Plymouth friends 
and neighbors have made us real­
ize that.

So here goes. Thank you to my 
wonderful neighbors and friends 
who have helped us with every 
situation possible. Special thanks to 
Debby Lyddon, Vikki Jouney, Holly 
Light, Carol Bachman, the Foleys, 
and the MacGaws. You are the 
best.

Thank you to Kathy Descenzo, 
Carol Carr, and Julie Jones, her 
first teachers at Bird Elementary. I 
know she gave all of you gray hair, 
probably your first, but you were 
phenomenal. Thank you for your 
delight in her and your care.

Thank you to Andrea Pfaffen- 
bach at Farrand and Amy Olvera 
and Becky Mehill at Allen, her 
first special education teachers. 
Because of you she was able to 
relax and be herself. You showed 
her how to laugh again and how 
to just be. Thank you also to Mrs. 
Kline who gave her art and treats.

Thank you to Renee Priest, her 
special education teacher at West 
Middle School, who absolutely 
loved having a girl in her class and 
who taught Caitlin far above grade 
level just because she was able to. 
Mr. Bondy, you dealt often with 
her behavioral issues. Thank you 
for your kind and calm demeanor 
toward her and toward us.

Thank you to all the wonder­
ful staff in the Autism Program at 
Plymouth High School and all the 
teachers at the Park who have had 
my daughter in your classrooms. 
She just loves it there. And thank 
you to Sara Macheski, the best 
Autism teacher around. You have 
had Caitlin for five years in high 
school (Caitlin had an extra year). 
Even when my husband and I were 
at our lowest, you never gave up. 
You were, and are, her friend. We 
will always remember you.

I do not know what the future 
holds. But it will be OK and it will 
always work out. You have shown 
us that. We now know that any­
thing is possible. My daughter is 
graduating from high school.

Amy Caragay 
Plymouth

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
We welcome your Letter to  
the Editor. Please include 
your name, address and 
phone number for verifica­
tion. We may edit for clarity, 
space and content. Submit 
letters by the following for­
mats:
Web: www.hometownlife.com 
Mail: Letters to the Editor, Plym­
outh Observer, 615 W. Lafayette, 
Second Level, Detroit, Ml 48226 
Fax: (313) 223-3318 
E-mail: bkadrich@hometownlife. 
com.
Deadline: Letters should be 
received by 9 a.m. Monday to  be 
published Thursday.

School closings
If the board was financially 

responsible they would have closed 
both schools, instead they closed no 
buildings.

They have too much capacity, used 
rainy day money to keep them open 
last year then hired an outside firm 
to tell them they needed to dose 
schools.

They need to make the tough 
decisions instead of trying to hire 
someone to do it for them and then 
not do it.

Tim Beesley
Plymouth

Hope for those 
with autism

This is an historic time in Michi­
gan. The deep despair of darkness 
has been overcome by a new light 
of hope. This hope shines for the 
15,000-plus children in Michigan and 
their families who suffer under the 
financial burden of autism.

It is in the form of Bills 414,415 
and 981 that passed in the Michigan 
Senate on March 13 and now go to 
the House of Representatives. If these 
bills are passed in the House, families 
of children with autism will finally get 
the assistance they so desperately 
need. Currently, an autism diagnosis 
exdudes coverage for all therapies 
and diagnostic evaluations.

For years I've traveled back and 
forth to Lansing and listened to 
pleas for help from people directly or 
indirectly affected by this catastrophic 
disability. For years I've watched my 
own son and his wife try to cope 
with all the problems autism brings 
to a family. It's not uncommon for 
parents to spend all they have and 
even go bankrupt to give their child 
a chance for a better life. Sometimes 
with help, these children become 
taxpaying citizens. Yet even a family 
of means has a hard time finding 
help for their child. This is because 
almost all Michigan graduates who 
have degrees allowing them to work 
with children who have autism usu­
ally leave our state and go elsewhere 
to find a job.

Out of 50 states, 29 have already 
passed legislation benefiting children 
with autism. They found that early 
intervention costs are comparatively 
low. In fact those upfront costs make 
even more sense when looking at 
the millions of dollars they would 
have to spend if the child eventually 
became financially dependent on

government assistance.
Bills 414,415 and 981 will be voted 

on soon. However, many members in 
our House of Representatives need to 
be educated before they vote on this 
important issue. We citizens need to 
give them a call. They need to hear 
our voices speak out for those who 
can't speak for themselves. The time 
is now!

Lee M. Douglas
Livonia

How is capitalism unfair?
Our president, of the moment, has 

once again played the class war­
fare card in, of all places, his whiny, 
complaining nonbudget budget ad­
dress. Invoking a typical community 
organizer rant, he pictured the poor 
and middle class as not being given a 
"fair shot."

His threadbare, but constant drum­
beat indictment is that capitalism in 
general and the "rich" in particular 
have not the poor and middle classes 
to reach their potential. The ques­
tion is how does he think this crime 
against fairness was perpetrated?

Has capitalism not provided the 
highest standard of living and great­
est freedom of choice and expression 
for its work forces of any nation in 
the world?

How many workers on production 
lines outside the United States have 
vacation homes, travel trailers, not 
one but two cars and weeks of vaca­
tion in which to enjoy them?

As for the rich, that our president 
constantly denigrates and would like 
to see "soaked."

Have they not been the engine of 
production within capitalism that pro­
vided the above jobs for the majority 
of Americans in the private sector?

Have you, or anyone you know, 
ever gotten a long term, well-paying 
job from a poor man?

Have the rich not significantly 
endowed schools and colleges, or 
provided scholarships to them?

Have the rich not significantly cre­
ated and donated public parks and 
playgrounds?

How then, have they robbed the 
poor and middle classes of what was 
theirs by "right"?

Our Constitution guarantees only 
three major rights: life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Everything else 
comes from motivation, self-denial 
and hard work, not from some newly 
discovered vote-getter called "entitle­
ments." Have the Obama-denigrated 
rich not risked their personal fortunes 
in creating wealth for others, as well 
as themselves? Are they not entitled 
to a significant reward for this risk?

Why then, would we think it only 
fair, to ask the rich 1 percent, who 
already pay more than 28 percent 
(almost one-third) of all federal taxes 
collected, to be taxed even more as a 
reward for their achievements?

If Obama can determine how, and 
how much, capitalism and the rich 
have disenfranchised the poor and 
middle dasses, we can then legiti­
mately demand that the lost wealth 
be "redistributed." But, rf such oppres­
sion is only touted for political gain ... 
then who is not being fair to whom?

Ed Ford 
Milford

t
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The hunt is on for hundreds of youngsters at Saturday's Easter Egg hunt in Plymouth Township Park.

Logan Harris gets right down to work at opening the eggs to see what he got. Owen Locke is less than a year old, but he seems to get the Easter Egg Hunt thing.

♦

♦

♦

Angelina Seranian does her best impression 
of a bunny rabbit.

It's pretty early in the morning and 
7-year-old Griffin Simpson probably 
wishes they'd get on with it and start 
Saturday's Easter Egg hunt at Plymouth 
Township Park.

The kids find their age groups before the hunt.

» *V V
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MORE than a Hardware Store!

S P E C IA L  G IF T  P A L

To Our First 100 
Customers!

Only On Saturday, 
April 14 a t 9  am.

V  LAn# one gift pack per household. 
\  Must be 18 or older. a

S H O P  O U R  R E M O D E L E D  S T O R E !  

44441 W. Ann Arbor Rd. a t  
Sheldon Rd. in Plymouth

C O M E  C E L E B R A T E  W IT H  U S !

S a t u r d a y ,  A p r i l  1 4 t h ,  

f r o m  9 a m  t o  4 p m

W* We’re a  Michigan company and

w e ’re located right in your neighborhood. We have friendly, 
knowledgeable associates and w e care about providing 

excellent service to our valued customers. >  

Thanks for shopping AC O ! R A F F L E  G IV E A W m

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  M l

•  3 2 "  F la t Screen TV 
•$ 1 0 0  ACO G ift Card
• A le rt Worksf® Severe W eather Radio
• 2  -  D etro it Tigers Tickets
• Scotts* S preader P rize Pack
• A C D  4-B ag  Program  &  M ore!

Enter for a chance to win a

D R E A M

H A M M O C K !
•  Ribbon cutting at 9 am

•  Buy Weather A lert Radio, Get 
Free Programming 11 to 1 ‘ j

• Bobby Mitchell from 
WOMC 104.3 F M 11 to 1 G
Play the Jackpot M achine! Valued at 249.99

, Garden Soil
jj) 1-Cubic Foot Bag 
' • Feeds plants for 

up to 3 months!Bath Tissue
12 Dbl. Rolls = 24 Rolls

Paper Towels
8 Rolls

Your Choice

g a r d e n
- s o m s »_-

Sate
Price
Mail In 
Rebate

20-G allon  Tote
• Made In the USA
• Locking lid

After Rebate 
Reg. $4.89

Reg. $4.
Limit 4

Butler 
Push Broom 
or Com 
Broom

Bonus Packs
•  House Wash
•  Cleaner/De-Greaser

•  Tuff Task Remover *  No wiring needed
•  Saves energyYour Choice

3,250-Ft.
Oscillating
Sprinkler
•  #WM1330

v a i s p a r  m e d a l l i o n

1-Gallon  
In terior Paint
All sheens! Tintable!
Paint & Primer In One!

32-Gallon 
Ttash Can
• Locking lid
* With wheels

vaispar
iEDALUQ

• i t m iu o f t

Defense Max®
1.33-Gal. Pull‘N Spray 
Kills bugs inside 
& keeps bugs 
outside all year!

• Interior/Extertor
• Black & White Only

T ra sh  B a g s
•80*01,30-631.
* 60*Ct.. 13-Gal. 
•20-Ct, 39-Gal.
• 40-Ct., 33-Gal.

1 8 4 -C t. % M i 
Facial Tissue Req.

I  -mmammf- umn. M  ( $2.29 Each “  W

ACQ COUPON 6263-0001 Expires 4/19/12 |  ACQ COUPON 6263-0002 Expires 4/19/12 t ACO CQUPO 6263-0003 Expires 4/19/12

Reg . $6.99 
Umit2 Your Reg

Choice $7.99
ACO COUPON 6263-0004 Expires 4/19/12

Laundry
Detergent

2x L iquid
•  150-07. Bottle

Lawn
Weed Killer
* 32-fh. hose-end sprayer

4-Pk. Soft 
wiine Bulbs
100-Watt Only

Spring Water %r Mrl
24-Pack. 16.9-02. B<3rj f 449

ACQ COUPON 6263-0005 Expires 4/19/12 i ACO COUPON 6263-0006 Expires 4/19/12 |  ACO COUPON 6263-0007 Expires 4/19/12 1 ACQ COUPON 6263-0008 Expires 4/19/12

No limits. No rain checks.

These special prices available only at:

44441 W. Ann Arbor Rd. a t 
Sheldon Rd. in Plymouth

Sale Prices Effective Friday, April 13 Through Thursday, April 19,2012

Visit acohardware.com  for m ore details. Like us on Facebook. 
www.facebook.com/ACOinc

Quantities limited on  som e items, Se lection  m a y  v i 
R eb ate s  have  limits and  rest™

No rain checks. ©  2012 A C O  Hardw are, Inc. 
ns. S e e  store for details.

Ask about scent 
additives!

WEEK-LONG SPECIAL DEALS - ONLY AT OUR PLYMOUTH ACO STORE!

m\sn 
It v « ,>

BUMS.

L -
BUY 1 -6AU0H OF KP.UD KI/TTER« 
GET A 32- OZ. SPRAY FREE'

d

http://www.facebook.com/ACOinc
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B e n e fit su p p o rts  y o u th  m is s io n  w o rk
By Julie Brown
O b s e rv e r  S t a f f  W r i t e r

L o s  A n g e l e s  r e s i d e n t  K e r ­

r i  P o m a r o l l i  h a s  h e r  2 0 t h  c l a s s  

r e u n i o n  c o m i n g  u p  a t  N o r t h v i l l e  

H i g h  S c h o o l .  S h e  s a y s  s h e  w a s  

l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a  s t a n d u p  c o m i c  

i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a n d  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  

t o  p e r f o r m i n g  f o r  N H S  c l a s s ­

m a t e s .

A n o t h e r  e v e n t ,  “ E a t ,  P r a y ,  

L a u g h , ”  w i l l  b r i n g  P o m a r o l l i ,  3 8 ,  

t o  N o r t h v i l l e  o n  S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2 .  

S h e  a n d  h u s b a n d  R o n  M c G e h e e ,  

a  F l i n t  n a t i v e ,  w i l l  p e r f o r m  a t  t h e

Standup comic Kerri Pomarolli, a 
Northville High School graduate, 
will be back in town Sunday, April 
22, to perform at a church benefit.

F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  o f  

N o r t h v i l l e .

“ W e  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  

f a m i l y  a r o u n d  s o  i t ’s  k i n d  o f  a  

h o m e c o m i n g , ”  s h e  s a i d  o f  t h e  t r i p  

w h i c h  w i l l  l i k e l y  b e  m a d e  w i t h  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  R u b y ,  1 , a n d  L u c y ,  

4 .  T h e  c h u r c h  d i n n e r  a t  5  p . m .  w i l l  

b e  c a t e r e d  b y  G e n i t t i ’s  o f  N o r t h ­

v i l l e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  6  p . m .  c o m e ­

d y  s h o w ,  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a l l  a g e s .

P r o c e e d s  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  y o u t h  

m i s s i o n  t r i p  f o r  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a  

S e r v i c e  P r o j e c t .

P o m a r o l l i  e a r n e d  a  b a c h e l o r  o f  

f i n e  a r t s  d e g r e e  i n  m u s i c a l  t h e a t e r  

f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n  

i n  1 9 9 6 .  S h e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  O u r

L a d y  o f  V i c t o r y  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

a s  a  c h i l d ,  w i t h  h e r  m o m  a  S o u t h ­

e r n  P r o t e s t a n t .

“ I ’m  n o t  a  b i g  b e l i e v e r  i n  d e n o m ­

i n a t i o n s , ”  P o m a r o l l i  s a i d .  S h e  a n d  

M c G e h e e  f i n d  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  

c o m e d y  r e a c h e s  a l l :  “ I t ’s  a  k i n d  o f  

t h i n g  t h a t  b r i n g s  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r . ”

T h e  c o u p l e  w o r k s  a s  H o l l y ­

w o o d  c o m e d i a n s / w r i t e r s / a c t o r s ,  

a n d  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  k e e p  t h e i r  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e s  c l e a n .  S h e  m a y b e  a t  a  

H o l l y w o o d  c l u b  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  

a n d  t h e n  p r e a c h i n g  t h a t  S u n d a y  

m o r n i n g .

“ W e  s h a r e  m e s s a g e s  a b o u t  o u r

l i f e , ”  s h e  s a i d .  “ I t ’s  a  g r e a t  j o b .  I  

w o u l d n ’t  t r a d e  i t  f o r  t h e  w o r l d .  I  

d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  c a n  

s a y  ‘ I  w o u l d n ’t  t r a d e  w i t h  a n y ­

o n e . ’ ”

T i c k e t s  f o r  t h e  d i n n e r  a n d  

s h o w  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  S u n d a y s  a n d  

W e d n e s d a y s  a t  F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h ­

o d i s t  C h u r c h  o f  N o r t h v i l l e ,  w i t h  

c a s h  o r  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  

c h u r c h .  F o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  p a y m e n t ,  

c o n t a c t  G e n i t t i ’s  a t  ( 2 4 8 )  3 4 9 -  

0 5 2 2 .  T h e  c h u r c h  p h o n e  i s  ( 2 4 8 )  

3 4 9 - 1 1 4 4 .

jc b r o w n @ h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

Fiction
Introducing b v  S t e v e n  D i e t zHellenic Cultural Center

l j C j \  \  36375 Joy Road (W. of Wayne Rd.) Westland

Mother’s Day Brunch {
Sunday, May 13, 2012 Noon-4 p.m.

Menu $17 Adults $9 Kids (3-10 yrs.) Tax Inc.
Carved Roast Beef, Baked Ham, Chicken Piccata, Baked Fish, Polish Sausage, 
Potato, Pasta and much more... Salad Bar, Amazing Sweet Table, Fresh Rolls. 

Coffee, Tea, Soda, Juice Breakfast Bar (12-2 p .m .)

bubbleberry
Sandwich Crepts * Sweet Crepes • bubble Teas 

Visit us in Laurel Park Place Mall
6 Mile and Newburgh • Livonia 
(Near Parisian...Next to Olgas)

d  734-779-5833
# i > * Y  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / b u b b l e b e r r y 1

Build your own Savory Sandwich Crepe
For Info/Reservations Call 734.525.3550

t & S '

I any *10 purchase
a t th e  L a u re l P a rk  

P la c e ... ^

bubbleberry
With this coupon • Expires 4-30-12

8773526!

R O T I S S E R I E

37337 Six Mile 
A  Newburgh Plaza

Livonia

f m  UU&i&jj • His
" 7  nsh h  cups

I  iJUi] j K M o a f
ML We use loca/lyprcwn

produce end cur soups 
■ O f ere mode from scrotcli!

Ask about our
B a n q u e t

R o o m
Accommodates 
up to 80 guests

◄-* Try our Popular Bubble Tea..._ ... L...J J.i.L ,.,!1L 11.,,., narftdiiilii
a tea Daseu drink witn Tiavor additives 

r-^ —Vi**- and tapioca “ bubbles”

^Treat yourself to a Delicious Sweet Crepe

g o o d

E n j o y  h o m e m a d e  s p e c i a l s  d a i l y  

A l l - Y o u - C a n  E a t  S o u p  B a r  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  a l l  e n t r e e s !  

S a l a d s  •  4  H o m e m a d e  S o u p s  D a i l y  

H o m e m a d e  B r e a d  •  H o m e m a d e  D e s s e r t s

f* \ i  \  r j  N  r  r ;  r  Ypsilanti Since

l i A u l t l i l d L z j  s r

Cheese Steak HoagiesGAZPACHO 
IS BACK! F u l l  B r e a k fa s t M e n u

Over 20 Varieties ds«b served with hashe  ~  i  , ,  i k  b r o w n s  &  c h o i c eof Omelettes of toast

Hot Sandwich lunch SpecW

■ Inc ludes t  whole 
!  chicken, 2  lerpp  
I  sides St Rocky s 
I  House b re e d ,  

fe e d s  4 !

M e d iu m  Drink & C h ip s  |
I  W i t h  p u r c h a s e  o f  a n y  H o a g i e

W i t h  c o u p o n  a  $ 2 . 3 1  v a l u e  • L i m i t  4  p e r  c o u p o n  I
Coupon good at Westland location only. Exp. 6/30/2012

O pen M oh -  S a t 1 0 -9  S um  11-9
w w w . g a b r i e l s c h e e s e s t e a k s . c o m

734-722-4224
1 9 1 9  W a y n e  R o a d  •  J u s t  S o u t h  o f  F o r d  •  W e s t l a n d

Cofft* PrrOrdtr Osr Mothers

Includes rice, vegetable, salad, & brea | s

Individual t i  A  Q Q  S 9 9 « 9 9 l l

Call or Order Online: www.rockysrotisserie.com

T h i s  I s  W h e r e  
I t ’s  A t  I n  O u r  
N e i g h b o r h o o d !
44282 Warren • Canton

(E. of Sheldon)

y ( 7 3 4 )  4 1 6 - 0 8 8 0
Portions, Prices & Service 
With Neighborhood Comfort

RESTAURANT

Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 4-10 pm, Fri.-Sat. 4-11 pm, 
Sun. Open at 12:30 pm

We are now closed on Mondays 
except for private parties

Now Taking Reservations'
fo r  M o t h e r ’ s  D a y
We take private party reservations for 

showers, funeral luncheons, etc.
7 DAYS A WEEK!

Daily Lunch Specials
Monday thru Saturday

U M i Ask About Our Monthly 
Lunch Cards

Home Made Soup Made Dally

Monday & Saturday 
Slow Roasted Prime Rib

Only * 1 4 . 9 8 25% OFF
\ f l  /  P U R C H A S E !

(1 FREE meal with each adult meal purchased)

Tuesdays - Thursdays
(ages 11 years old and younger)

Expires April 30,2012
Menu specific items. Ask server for details. 

‘ Limit 5 free kids meals

N ig h t ly  D in n e r  S p e c ia ls
After 4:00 p.m. Our Well Known

IB oz. New York S trip  S teak A fter 8 PM Daily w ith coupon
(Offer expires May 13, 2012)

All Entrees Include Choice of Soup, Salad or Cole Slaw
32777 W. Warren • Garden City 

Just East of Venoy 
ih www.amanteaa.com 
< £ k  7 3 4 - 4 2 1 - 1 5 1 0

Last Weekend.

361E. Cady Street, Northville, Michigan 48167

C H A L K B O A R D

S P E C IA L S !

House of Leon
248.478.3710

Leon’s Family Dining
248.478.7811

B oth Loca tions on  7 Mile • Just E. of Middlebelt • Livonia

I T A L I A N  A M E R I C A N  C U I S I N E

Sundays after 2 p.m., 
Kids eat for 51.99
Bring in your MJR 
Movie Ticket between 
8 10 pm and Receive 
20% Discount

$ Thursday, April 12th Fridays Saturday, April 14th  ̂
$ KT’s Alibi Karaoke M̂ tr.°„So„ul

8.30 pm 9:30 pm g:30 pm $ 6 0 4 7  N O R T H  W A Y N E  R O A D  W E S T L A N D
N e w  H o u r s :

7 a m - 1 0 p m  7  d a y s  a  w e e k !

w w w . m r m i k e s g r i l l . c o m

734-729-6453
D o n ’t  Be L eft Be h in d . . .C a ll  7 3 4 -5 8 2 -8 3 6 3  T oday  T o Learn  

M ore A b o ut  A d v e r t is in g  I n Ou t  O n T he T o w n !

■ •- *  ..... .....................

mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.facebook.com/bubbleberry1
http://www.gabrielscheesesteaks.com
http://www.rockysrotisserie.com
http://www.amanteaa.com
http://www.mrmikesgrill.com
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G o u r m e t  M arket

Now is the perfect time to plan for graduation 
parties, weddings, showers and of course picnics! 
Whether you are planning an elaborate gala or 
breakfast for that early morning meeting . . .  

we can make it happen.
Call Our Event P lanner Today 

248-477-4333 , ext. 226

33152 W. SEVEN MILE RD • LIVONIA, MI 2 4 8 .4 7 7 .4 3 3 3  •  HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-8 • SUNDAY 9-6

F lo r id a
__M i 0 1 DU £ 1 1

C a lifo rn ia  C a n a d ia n  Delmonte Gourmets Finest

B e l l aG r a p e  R o m a i n e  E n g l i s h  R ip e  &  S w e e t  B a b y  

T o m a t o e s  H e a r t s  C u c u m b e r s  C a n t a l o u p e s  M u s h r o o m s

Boar’s Head 
T ave rn  H am

D ie tz &  Watson 
Homestyle Turkey

^ / T O C Q i C Q ,ID) l  k—s .  OjJ qjJ  Boars Head
S a v e  

$ 2 . 0 0  lb .

B o a r ’ s  H e a d  
C o l b y  &  C o l b y  J a c k  

C h e e s e  @
Boars Head
S a v e  

$ 2 . 5 0  lb .

S a v e  
$ 3 . 5 0  lb .

D i e t z  &  W a t s o n

S w i s s  C h e e s e

I k

e a .

fii r. r
J o e ’s  S i g n a t u r e  

H o n e y  S m o k e d  
R o a s t e d  H a m

Q W ,

S a v e  
$ 3 . 0 0  lb .

J o e ’s S ig n a tu r e
R o a s t  B e e f

D e a r b o r n  

P e p p e r  T u r k e y

r D ®  Sm
0) SSk
O ld ty m e

Y e l l o w  o r  W h i t e  

A m e r i c a n  C h e e s e
'O W

S a v e  
$ 2 . 0 0  lb .

a v e  
$ 2 . 0 0  lb .

S a v e  
$ 2 . 0 0  lb .

We have Fresh Cut Tulips $5.99 Bunch • Fresh Cut Daffodils $2.99 Bunch 
Come in  to see our B eautifu l Selection o f Spring Flow ering Plants. Also Fresh Cut Bouquets fo r Every Budget.

Bonne Maman French 
P rese rves

1 3  oz. J a r

A i L E U  Y

P i z z a  R o l l s

O ld  C ape  C od  
D re ss in g s

A l l  V a r ie t ie s

D a iry  F re sh  
Butter Quarters

S a l t e d  o r  U n s a l t e d

Near East 100% Natural 
Couscous or Rice Mix

Selected V arieties

H e rr ’s
Potato  C h ip s

Summer Broccoli ($ /l (M 
Sa lad  '

_____ S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  lb .

Ita lian  (•
Sausage & Peppers

_ _ _ _ _ S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  lb .

Chicken Bacon Ranch (•
Pasta Salad •

S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  lb .

Roasted Red Skin <j 
Potatoes *

S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  lb .

each
S a v e  50<?

A n g e l F o o d  C a k e

G r e a t  L o w  C a lo r ie  D e s s e r t

J o e ’ s  I n  S t o r e  

F r e s h  R o a s t e d  C o f f e e  

“ F l a v o r  o f  t h e  W e e k ”  

T o a s t e d  A l m o n d

^TiCcT) S a v e

$ 1 . 0 0  lb .

G e r m a c k  
Detroit Tigers Peanuts

J o e ’s
C a r a m e l P o p s a bag

lb.
S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  a  lb .

A  B a s e b a l l  G a m e  F a v o r i t e !

J O E ’ S  G O U R M E T  
C A T E R I N G  &  E V E N T S !
Planning a  Special Occasion?

We’re the first people you should 
invite to your next event.

Let Joe’s take care of every detail!
From simple to elaborate...Joe’s professional 
staff will plan your perfect party! Whether 
it is a corporate meeting, backyard BBQ, 

wine dinners or intimate extravagant 
wedding...we can make it happen!

From a fork to a tent,
Joe’s Gourmet Catering & Events 

takes the pressure out of planning!

www.joesgourmetcatering.com 
Call Laura (248) 477-433 ext. 226

Healthy Snack Options 
in our Bulk Dept.

Trail M ixes, Veggie Snacks, 
M ixes & Assorted Nuts!

1 , 1 / I A

5 L L  A li
A n t ig a lU n o  
M a l b e c

S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0  b o t t l e

M c M a n i s  | 
W i n e s

S a v e  $ 2 . 0 0  b o t t l e

L o u i s  M a r t i n i  f  ̂
C ab ernet Sauvignon

G et H e a rt H ea lth y  &  S to p  by J o e ’ s  an d  p ic k  u p  y o u r  fr e sh  
f r u it s  &  v e g e ta b le s . E a t in g  m o re  p ro d u c e  r e d u c e s  th e  

r i s k s  o f  d is e a se  &  h ig h  b lo o d  p r e s su r e .

Joe’s Gourmet Market Cordially Invites You For
Wine Tasting at the Market 

Thursday April 26th, 2012 at 7:00 pm
F r e n c h  W i n e s  P a i r e d  w i t h  C u l i n a r y  C r e a t i o n s  

b y  E x e c u t i v e  C h e f R e v a  C o n s t a n t i n e .

C a l l  M i k e  o r  P a m  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s .

P rice s G ood Through April 15, 2012 B  Find us on
Facebook

0
E

0
8

7
7

3
5

1
3

http://www.joesgourmetcatering.com
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Samulski opts to return to

B IL L  B R E S L E R  | STA FF  P H O T O G R A P H E R

Brian Samulski, who briefly stepped down as coach of Canton's girls basketball team in 
late March, had a change of heart. He is returning for his eighth season at the helm and 
13th overall with the program.

By  Tim  Sm ith
O bserver S ta ff  W r ite r

It didn’t take too much 
arm-twisting for Bri­
an Samulski to do a 180 
— deciding to return to 
coach the Canton varsity 
girls basketball team two 
weeks after announcing 
he needed to step down.

Samulski’s wife, Shan­
non, and their two kids 
did not want him to stop 
coaching the Chiefs.

“When I asked Emma 
(age 5) and Connor (age
3) what they wanted me 
to do they said, ‘Coach 
basketball,’” Samuls­
ki wrote in an e-mail this 
week to the Observer. 
“They love coming to the 
gym and seeing the bas­
ketball girls, it’s like they 
have 10 older sisters.”

The 35-year-old Can­
ton resident stressed that 
Shannon also was a major 
factor in his final choice.

Fam ily  s u p p o r t
“My family has been 

great during the entire

process,” Samulski con­
tinued. “Shan is a big rea­
son why I am coming 
back, she is very support­
ive and she knows the 
passion I have for coach­

ing and she reminded me 
of that.”

The roller-coaster 
ride for Samulski began 
March 23, when he told 
school administrators of

his decision to step down 
after seven seasons as 
head coach.

After feeling burned 
out for the first time in a
12-year coaching career

Chiefs
(including five as an 
assistant), he didn’t think 
he could continue.

Then March 24, he 
shared his decision with 
players returning for 
2012-13.

“This morning was the 
toughest part,” Samulski 
said during a phone inter­
view March 24. “What it 
really came down to was, 
if I was going to coach,
I was going to be coach­
ing not to disappoint 
(athletic director) Sue 
(Heinzman), not to dis­
appoint (assistant coach) 
Bob (Blohm), not to disap­
point the girls and not dis­
appoint the parents.

“And I don’t think that’s 
a great reason to do it.
You got to do it because 
you got the desire and 
will to do it. For some 
reason right now, I don’t 
have that.”

But Samulski, 128- 
37 since 2005 (with two 
appearances in the Glass 
A semifinals), immediate-

Please see SAM U LSK I, B2

MU men’s
golfers
second

For the second 
straight day, senior 
Nick Sears paced the 
Madonna Univer­
sity men's golf team  
Saturday at the St. 
Francis Spring Invite to  
a second place finish at 
Noble Hawk Golf Links 
in Kendallville, Ind.

M alone (Ohio) cap­
tured the team  title  and 
led the 10-school field 
w ith a 3-under par 569, 
w hile M U was runner- 
up w ith a 299-304-603.

M alone's Jon Clark 
and Calum et's Zach 
Henderson tied for 
individual medalist 
honors w ith two-day 
totals of 5-under 138 
each.

Sears carded a 2-over 
74 to  finish in fifth  
place fo llow ed by 
team m ates Andy Myers 
(W estland John Glenn), 
tied for 10th (77-76- 
158); David Good, tied 
fo r 10th (76-77-153); 
Nick Corbeil, tied for 
12th (76-78-154); and 
Erik Taurence, tied for 
21st (82-75-157).

The Crusaders return 
to  action Friday at the 
Detroit Titan Invitation­
al at Prestwick Village 
in M ilford.

Chiefs heat up, win pair

B IL L  B R E S L E R  | STA FF  P H O T O G R A P H E R  

Canton pitcher Brent Mattson (No. 35) delivers a pitch to an Orchard 
Lake St. Mary's batter during Tuesday's second game.

By Tim Sm ith
Observer S taff W rite r

Early returns are good for Can­
ton, sweeping Tuesday’s home dou­
bleheader against Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s.

Cold wind, and even some snow 
showers midway through the second 
game, did not derail the Chiefs, who 
earned 4-2 and 11-6 victories over 
the Eaglets. Canton now is 3-1, hav­
ing split a Saturday twinbill at Dex­
ter.

“For me, despite the bitter cold, 
both teams played really well,” said 
Canton varsity baseball coach Mark 
Blomshield following Game 2 on 
TUesday. “We played good defense, 
they played good defense.”

In the opener, a two-run double by 
senior outfielder Mitch Clinton in 
the sixth snapped a 2-2 tie and the 
Chiefs closed out St. Mary’s thanks 
to two innings of scoreless relief by 
sophomore lefty Nick Hazergian.

Starting pitcher Mike Stafford 
pitched well until getting into some 
trouble in the fifth, and Blomshield 
brought in David Blythe who struck 
out the two batters he faced. Blythe 
collected the win while Hazergian 
picked up the save.

For Blythe, who went 4-0 for the 
Chiefs in 2011, the victory was his 
second of the young season. He also 
was the winning pitcher in the win 
over Dexter.

Clinton’s double was his second hit 
of the game. Also contributing two 
safeties were Hazergian and sopho­

more shortstop James Hall.
Blomshield credited Hall for mak­

ing sparkling plays in both games 
and noted that senior second base- 
man Greg McCurry also played well.

In the second game, an eight- 
run second inning opened up a 10-2 
lead, more than enough to offset St. 
Mary’s four-run fifth.

Senior starting pitcher Ryan 
Bazner went the first three innings 
for the win, followed by sophomore 
Brent Mattson who the coach said 
“did a good job pitching out of trou­
ble.”

According to Blomshield, Bazner 
came out due to a high pitch count. 
But “his breaking ball was sharp 
and his velocity was better, against a 
good team.”

The Chiefs scored twice in the first 
inning and tacked on eight more in 
the second, with generosity from the 
Eaglets (bases-loaded walk, hit-bats­
man, error) augmenting RBI hits by 
Bazner and Mattson.

Against Dexter, Stafford’s dou­
ble broke a tie and gave the Chiefs 
a 3-2 victory with Blythe winning in 
relief. Canton lost 8-7 in the second 
game, despite two hits each by Clin­
ton and sophomore Jake Boucher.

Canton now will play two games at 
Saturday’s Milan Tbumament, fac­
ing Grosse Pointe North and Milan.

“We’re going to spread our pitch­
ing around,” Blomshield said. “We’re 
going to decide the pecking order 
and see who can do what.”

tsm ith@ hom etow nlife .com  | (734) 469-4128

MU women’s 
golfers 3rd

M ichelle Hall's shot 
82-81 to  tie  fo r 14th as 
the M adonna Univer­
sity wom en's golf team  
finished third out of six 
schools in last w eek­
end's University o f St. 
Francis Cougar Spring 
Invitational at Noble 
Hawk/Cobblestone in 
Kendallville, Ind.

Bethel College (Ind.) 
captured the team  title 
w ith identical 310s for 
a 620 two-day total 
follow ed by DePauw 
University (Ind.), 317- 
307-624, and MU, 342- 
330-672.

Kaelyn Lingenfelter 
o f Bethel and Kelsey 
Sm ith of DePauw  w ere 
co-medalists w ith 9- 
over 152 each.

Hall tied for 14th 
w ith an 82-81-163 fo l­
lowed by M U team ­
mates Becca Porter,
16th (84-81-165); 
Chelsea Collura, tied 
fo r 23rd (86-87-173); 
Kaitlyn Brasher, tied for 
23rd (90-983-173); and 
M egan Fleischer, tied 
fo r 31st (97-85-182).

G I R L S  S O F T B A L L  P R E V I E W  -  P T . 1

H o p e s  h i g h  f o r  C h i e f s

By Tim  Sm ith
O bserver S ta f f  W r it e r

The rich could be get­
ting richer, to the cha­
grin of KLAA South 
Division softball rivals.

Much of the nucleus 
from last season’s Can­
ton team that reached 
the Division 1 state 
quarterfinals is back 
— led by pitchers Alys- 
sa Boucher and Hannah 
Warren.

And veteran Chiefs 
coach Jim Arnold is 
enthusiastic about sev­
en newcomers who are 
“new and untested but 
working hard to fill the 
shoes of (players from) 
last year’s team. We have 
confidence they will be 
able to do that.”

Those newcomers 
include junior outfield­
ers Lauren Liggins, Del­
aney O’Donnell, junior 
first baseman Shan­
non Watson, sophomore 
infielders Kendyl Rich­
ter, Bryn Birchler, Paige 
Aresco and sophomore 
outfielder Megan Grant.

Arnold said junior var­
sity coach John Michni- 
ak “has done an excel­
lent job preparing them 
for the next level.”

Of course, Arnold also 
is feeling good about 
having seven returnees 
from a team that went 
28-6 (including 9-1 to 
share the KLAA South 
Division title with Plym­
outh) before losing to 
eventual state champi­
on Mattawan in the quar­
ters.

Pitching will be senior 
co-captain Boucher (18- 
3,2.37) and sophomore 
Warren (13-3,1.16). Both 
chip in on offense, too, 
with averages of .363 
and .313, respectively. 
Warren plays first base 
when not in the circle.

Senior co-captain Jes­
se Larner will spark the 
offense while starting

either at catcher or out­
field. Larner batted .388 
in 2011 and is a hard­
working defender.

When Larner is playing 
the outfield, the Chiefs 
will pencil junior co-cap- 
tain Catherine Porter 
(.355 average) behind the 
plate.

Also back are junior 
co-captain and outfield­
er Sarah Wagner (.286), 
junior third baseman 
Jessica Webster (.349) 
and sophomore utili­
ty player Kaitlin Keys 
(.389).

Arnold said the Chiefs 
will pitch and catch with 
the best of them, with 
good speed and hitting 
thrown into the mix.

“With early weather we 
feel ahead of the game,” 
said Arnold, whose team 
opens with road games 
this week against Tecum- 
seh and Sterling Heights 
Stevenson.

Canton’s home opener 
is April 18 against Novi.

tsm ith @ h o m e to w n life .co m  
(734) 469-4128
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Stepping up
Plymouth Whalers forward M att Mistele (No. 22) maintains a step on Kitchener's 
Andrew Crescenzi Tuesday night at Compuware Arena. For the story of the OHL 
playoff game, turn to page B3.
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All-Area cagers possess slam-dunk talent
2011-12 ALL-OBSERVER BOYS BASKETBALL 

FIRST TEAM THIRD TEAM

Do'rrell Foster Nick Daniels Eric Covile
N. Farmington John Glenn John Glenn

Tyler Stewart 
Salem

Paul Baumgart 
Canton Salem

Xzavier Bowen Caleb Hogans Chris Hare
Thurston N. Farmington Farmington

Tre Goynes 
Redford Union

Josh Campbell 
Stevenson

Eric Jipping 
Ply. Christian

FIRST TEAM
Do’rrell Foster, Sr., G, 

N. Farmington: The 6-
foot-6 senior is a versa­
tile player who played 
every position but point 
guard. He can shoot 
from the perimeter and 
also play inside. Foster 
averaged 24 points, 11 
rebounds and two assists. 
He scored 30-plus points 
several times and hit a 
season high of 38. He was 
a two-year starter for the 
Raiders, who were 14-8 
and shared second place 
in the OAA Red Division 
with Southfield-Lathrup.

“Do’rrell is as com­
plete a player as I have 
been around,” coach Todd 
Negoshian said. “He can 
shoot it, get to the rim, 
rebound, and handle it. 
But, more than that, he 
always put the success of 
our team ahead of him­
self.”

Nick Daniels, Jr., G, 
John Glenn: The 6-2
junior guard earned All- 
Observer honors for the 
second straight year 
averaging a consistent 17 
points, seven assists and 
four rebounds per game.

Daniels is an all-KLAA 
selection who helped the 
Rockets to a 17-5 record 
and a KLAA South Divi­
sion title. He is being 
recruited by several mid­
major schools including 
Eastern Michigan, Tole­
do, Bowling Green and 
Cleveland State.

“Nick is an outstand­
ing shooter and passer,” 
Glenn coach Dan Young 
said of the left-hand­
er. “He was also a much 
improved defender and 
rebounder.”

Eric Covile, Sr., C, John 
Glenn: The 6-5 senior 
center, who averaged 15 
points and 11 rebounds 
per game, proved to be a 
force inside all season for 
the Rockets.

Covile comes from a 
family of basketball play­
ers with his twin sister, 
Erica, also an all-Observ- 
er first-team pick and all- 
state selection this sea­
son at Glenn. He also has 
an older brother (Ryvon) 
who plays professionally 
in Europe.

Covile, an all-KLAA 
selection, turned in his 
best game of the sea­
son with a 25-point dis­
trict semifinal outing 
against No. 2-ranked and 
state Class A semifinalist 
Romulus.

“He was unstoppa­
ble late in the season,” 
Young said. “Most teams 
were forced to double 
him to contain him. Many 
schools are showing 
interest.”

Tyler Stewart, Sr. G, 
Salem: The outstanding 
performance turned in by 
Stewart was a key reason 
for Salem’s 20-3 record 
and KLAA championship.

The third-year all-con­
ference selection aver­
aged 15.2 points (to 
lead the team) and 3.5 
rebounds per game while 
providing a cool-in- 
the-clutch mindset that 
helped the Rocks when­
ever adversity struck.

“He is one of the bet­
ter all-around players 
to come out of Salem 
because of his versa­
tility,” coach Bob Bro-

die said. “With his size 
and talent he was able 
to play both inside or at 
the guard position and 
became a tough player to 
defend.”

Brodie added that Stew­
art also had the assign­
ment of guarding the 
opponent’s best player 
while also being counted 
on for big-time offense.

Stewart, named Salem’s 
MVP for the third time, 
recently signed to play at 
Madonna University. He 
is one of the top three- 
point shooters in Salem 
history, Brodie said.

Paul Baumgart, Sr., F, 
Canton: The big man is 
leaving a big void with 
the Canton Chiefs, grad­
uating after an outstand­
ing senior season.

Baumgart, a 6-7 pow­
er forward who will play 
basketball at NCAA Divi­
sion II Lewis Universi­
ty (111.), tallied 16 points,
9.6 rebounds and three 
blocks per contest.

With 212 boards in 
2011-12, he set new Can­
ton rebounding records 
for a season and career 
(472).

“Paul is a really skilled 
big man and he did so 
much for our team this 
year,” coach Jimmy Red­
dy said. “His ability to 
score inside and out made 
us hard to guard and his 
ability to defend and 
rebound were outstand­
ing.”

Reddy added that 
the Chiefs will miss 
Baumgart’s toughness 
and leadership. “He is a 
great young man and it 
has been a pleasure to 
coach him for the last 
three years.”

Chris Dierker, Jr., F, 
Salem: Whether in the 
paint or near the three- 
point arc, the 6-6 junior 
swing forward gave 
opposing teams fits with
10.5 points, a team-high
9.5 rebounds and 1.9 
blocks per game.

Dierker came through 
with numerous clutch 
shots during the Rocks 
march to the KLAA Cen­
tral Division, Kensington 
Conference and associa­
tion championships.

“He is a very athlet­
ic and strong player who 
has the ability to post 
players up or move to the 
perimeter which made 
him difficult to defend,” 
Brodie said. “His ability 
to run the floor also made 
him difficult to guard in 
transition and he was vot­
ed by teammates as our 
best defensive player this 
season.”

Dierker was named to 
the all-KLAA team for 
the second consecutive 
season.

SECOND TEAM
Xzavier Bowen, Jr., G, 

Thurston: Inch for inch, 
the 5-foot-6 guard was 
once of the most dynam­
ic player in the area this 
past winter. Using his 
superior quickness, Bow­
en averaged 13.8 points 
per contest along with 
two steals and close to 
five assists. He made 
68 percent of his free 
throws; many of his 
makes from the stripe 
came in pressure-packed, 
late-game situations. 
Bowen was named to the

Do'rrell Foster, Sr., G, N. Farmington 
Nick Daniels, Jr., G, John Glenn 
Eric Covile, Sr., C, John Glenn 
Tyler Stewart, Sr., G, Salem 

Paul Baumgart, Sr., F, Canton 
Chris Dierker, Jr., F, Salem 

SECOND TEAM 
Xzavier Bowen, Jr., G, Thurston 

Caleb Hogans, Jr., G, N. Farmington 
Chris Hare, Sr., G, Farmington 

Tre Goynes, Sr., E Redford Union 
Josh Campbell, Jr., G, Stevenson 

Eric Jipping, Sr., C, Plym. Christian

all-WWAC first team.
“Xzavier was a lead­

er on our team this 
year, both on and off the 
court,” said Thurston 
coach Brian Bates. “He 
had the ball in his hands 
most of the time and he 
got us into our offenses. 
He controlled the tem­
po of the game for us and 
made good decisions with 
the ball all season long. 
He hit clutch free throws 
at the end of games and 
was able to penetrate 
and draw defenders to 
him, which helped make 
his teammates better by 
getting them good, open 
shots. He worked hard 
every day to make not 
only himself better, but to 
make his teammates bet­
ter.”

Caleb Hogans, Jr., G, N. 
Farmington: The 5-foot- 
10 point guard is a two- 
year starter for the Raid­
ers and a major reason 
they had a winning sea­
son in Todd Negoshian’s 
first year as head coach. 
Hogans is a good three- 
point shooter who aver­
aged 16 points; he also 
had four assists, three 
steals and two rebounds 
per game. Hogans played 
a key role at the front 
of North Farmington’s 
press, too.

“Caleb has proven him­
self as one of the best 
point guards in the area,” 
Negoshian said. “His 
ability to run the team 
while scoring when need­
ed is second to none. We 
wouldn’t have had the 
season we had without 
him running the point for 
us.”

Chris Hare, Sr., G, 
Farmington: The 6-foot- 
3 senior guard averaged 
14.7 points, 4.6 rebounds 
and three assists while 
leading the Falcons to the 
district final at Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s and a 
14-9 record. He scored 
a career-high 34 points 
against Troy Athens and 
had a career-high 11 
assists in a game with 
Lake Orion during the 
past season.

A three-year starter, 
Hare is fifth on Farm­
ington’s list of all-time 
leading scorers with 574 
points, third in three- 
point field goals made 
(80) and fifth in free

Bryan Green, Sr., G, Farmington 
Josh Mayberry, Jr., G, Canton 

Rayvlon Croon, Soph., E Thurston 
Jake Barham, Sr., C, Liv. Franklin 

Josh Priebe, Sr., G, Plymouth 
Matt Stark, Sr., G, Garden City 

FOURTH TEAM 
Josh Peterson, Sr., F, Salem 

Dezmon Burleigh, Sr., 6, Wayne 
Sterling Sharp, Jr, G, N. Farmington 

Kyle Adams, Sr., G, Canton 
Isaac Everette, Soph., F, John Glenn 
JaVonte Davis, Jr., G, Redford Union

throws made (112).
“Chris is a good shoot­

er, but he really worked 
on his ability to become 
more than just a jump 
shooter during the off 
season,” coach Terrance 
Porter said. “He added 
the ability to go off the 
bounce, attack the basket 
and get to the free throw 
line, as evidenced by him 
doubling his free throws 
made and attempted from 
a year ago. It was a plea­
sure to coach him for the 
last two years.”

Tre Goynes, Sr., F, Red­
ford Union: Goynes 
enjoyed a stellar senior 
season as he proved to 
be an offensive threat 
for the Panthers as well 
as a defensive stopper. 
Goynes, a second team 
all-WWAC selection, 
averaged 14.2 points, 12.7 
rebounds and 1.3 blocked 
shots.

“TVe was a big part of 
our season this year,” 
said Redford Union coach 
Randall Taylor. “His abil­
ity to play above the rim 
gave us an advantage that 
some other teams didn’t 
have. He averaged a dou­
ble-double this season, 
and more than two blocks 
a game. He was our 
giant on defense and our 
advantage in the post.”

Josh Campbell, Jr., G, 
Liv. Stevenson: The 6-1 
junior picked up the scor­
ing load after his broth­
er, Jon, was lost midway 
through the season to 
average 15.3 points per 
game.

Campbell’s final num­
bers were 12.5 points, 6.5 
rebounds and 2.7 steals 
per game.

The explosive guard 
led the Spartans 10 times 
in scoring, including 24 
against John Glenn (17 
in the first half) and 21 
against Dearborn Ford- 
son (19 coming in the 
final quarter).

“Josh is a tremendous 
talent with great basket­
ball instincts and a play­
er who we can play in 
any situation,” Stevenson 
coach Brandon Sinawi 
said. “If we needed a bas­
ket, a rebound, a steal or 
just a big play, Josh pro­
vided that for us this 
year. He has a great first 
step to the basket who 
can finish above the rim,

but also someone who 
can also step back and hit 
the ‘three.’ He’s going to 
have a great senior year 
and is only going to get 
better.”

Eric Jipping, Sr., C, Ply. 
Christian: A knee inju­
ry put a premature end 
to Jipping’s season and 
career at Plymouth Chris­
tian Academy, but the 6- 
5 center still was a domi­
nant force all year long in 
the MIAC.

Jipping averaged 28 
points and 14 rebounds 
and notched 1,038 career 
points during his four- 
year career at PCA 
(including postseason).

The first-team all-con­
ference performer is 
expected to fully recover 
and has decided to play 
collegiate basketball at 
Calvin College.

“Eric Jipping is a very 
hard working young 
man,” said first-year PCA 
coach Dominique Wash­
ington. “He’s one of those 
players a coach loves to 
coach. He never gives up 
and always strides to be 
the best.

“One thing I admired 
about him this season was 
his leadership ability on 
and off the floor. He def­
initely made my job a lit­
tle easier this year.”

COACH OF THE YEAR
Bob Brodie, Salem:

One of the best and most- 
respected coaches in the 
region, Brodie’s 28th sea­
son at the Salem helm 
was one of his most suc­

cessful.
The 

Rocks 
went 20- 
3 and cap­
tured 
titles 
in their 
division 
and con­
ference 
before 

winning the KLAA cham­
pionship — the first asso­
ciation title for Brodie at 
Salem.

But he downplayed his 
contributions to the mag­
ical season, owing it to 
“the hard work and tal­
ent” of the players.

“They also had tremen­
dous team chemistry and 
a strong desire to com­
pete and win,” Brodie 
said. “It was fun to see 
everyone contribute in 
most of our games, which 
gave us depth and attrib­
uted to being able to stay 
fresh and out of foul 
trouble in most of our 
games.”

Another plus, he contin­
ued, was the basketball 
I.Q. of his players.

“They also had a great 
understanding of the 
game and were a very 
coachable and enjoyable 
group,” Brodie added.

The 400-win plateau 
is just around the cor­
ner for Brodie. He owns 
a career record of 393- 
234 at Salem, including 
11 division, nine district, 
six conference and two 
regional titles.

COACH OF YEAR —  Bob Brodie, Salem 
HONORABLE MENTION

Churchill: Dwayne Scott, Robert Foster; Franklin: Tommy Smith; Steven­
son: Carey Cobb, Jon Campbell; John Glenn: Desmond Cervera, Marquise 
Graves; Wayne: Michael Cooper, Jordan Lowry, Thomas White; Clarenceville: 
Damien Quarles; Lutheran Westland: Matt Sylvester, Dawson Davenport; 
Huron Valley Lutheran: Ryan Schaffer; Canton: Scott Gring, Greg Williams; 
Plymouth: Brendan Swanson, Marcus Oden, Donte Fox; Salem: Grant 
Bettner; Harrison: Justin Pitts, AJ Freeman, Delsaac Turner; Farmington: Chris 
Morgan, Valentino Kalaj; North Farmington: Greg Joyce, David Lett, Jeron 
Rogers; Redford Union: Dwight Pooler; Redford Thurston: J’Sean Jones; 
Garden City: Q Hill; Plymouth Christian: Mick Noel, Drew Ibach, Daniel 
Jipping and Alex Huber.

Bob Brodie 
Salem coach

i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e :

i v  and varsity.
SPEED  C A M P S The Basics of

7 w eeks o f tra ining: One day per week 
1 session a week LIMITED SPACES available Learning From 

$140 fo r entire camp The Best

Focus 0n:» S peed tra in in g  •  V ideo  a n a ly s is  o f  t ra in in g  ru n n in g  fo rm  •  A g ility  tra in in g  

•  1s t s te p  q u ic k n e s s  •  L in e a r and  la te ra l e xp lo s iven e ss

Youth S p e ed  C a m p (age 7-10)
April 14 - May 26 • Saturdays 10:00 -11:00 AM 

INTERMEDIATE SPEED CAMP (age 11-13) 
April 14 - May 26 • Saturdays 11:00 -12:00 PM 

A dvanced  S pe ed  C a m p (age 14+)
April 14 - May 26 • Saturdays 12:00 -1 :30pm

Y outh S pe ed  C a m p  II (age 7-10) 
Sundays 1:00- 2:00pm 

INTERMEDIATE SPEED CAMP ll ( age 11-13) 
Sundays 2:00 - 3:00pm 

A dvanced  S pe ed  Ca m p  II (agel4+) 
April 15- May 27 Sundays 3:00 - 4:00pm

Free ~ My Speed Testing Day (April 21)
Track Your Speed with MySpeed Sundays 4:30 - 6:30 PM Ages 7+ - Athletes must register before coming.

MySpeed is a FREE web-based application for tracking athlete statistics and overall progress as an athlete trains with House of Speed. 
_____ Athletes and parents can view stat comparisons to other athletes across the country. Call (or more information.

House of Speed
7835 Market Street • Canton, Ml 48187

D o n  B e & b e ' s

SAM ULSKI
Continued from page B1

ly regretted his decision 
to step down and March 
26 was given two weeks 
by Heinzman to mull his 
future.

He talked to oth­
er coaches about feel­
ing burned out and came 
away with a renewed per­
spective.

“I had never had the 
feeling of (being) worn 
down or tired before,” 
Samulski wrote in his e- 
mail. “So when I felt that 
this past year I thought it 
meant I should be done.

“After talking to other 
coaches, it seems to be a 
normal thing.”

T im e t o  re f le c t
Following a few days 

of rest and reflection, 
Samulski started think­
ing about helping players 
gear up for next year.

“What really re-ener­
gized me,” he continued, 
“was creating the four- 
player workout sched­
ule for the spring, work­
ing on the summer sched­
ule and setting up our 
non-league games for the 
2012-13 season.

“All three of these 
things got me thinking 
about what we need to do 
to be competitive next 
year and got me excited 
to get to work.”

Heinzman also sug­
gested he dole out more 
responsibilities to his 
staff in order to avoid 
future burnout.

“It really just comes 
down to me being able to 
delegate and allow people 
to help me, which I strug­
gle with at times,” Samul­
ski wrote.

He dismissed any 
notion that his decision to 
leave was partly due to 
“the ending of an amaz­
ing era” with the gradua­
tion of Robyn Mack, the

final remaining starter 
from the 2010 and 2011 
semifinalists.

“(That) had nothing to 
do with my first deci­
sion,” Samulski wrote. 
“Every year is a new year 
that comes with new chal­
lenges.

“No, I don’t know what 
the record will be of the 
2012-13 team, but I can 
tell you we are going to 
defend, rebound, take 
care of the ball, play hard 
and compete.”

Samulski added that he 
is “really disappointed in 
myself for creating this 
hot mess” and putting 
players through an uncer­
tain few days.

“If I would have just 
taken a few weeks off, 
recharged my batteries, 
thought about things and 
not rushed my decision, 
none of this would have 
happened,” he added.

tsm ith@ hom etow n life .com  
(734) 469-4128
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’C a t s  h i t  r o a d  o n  w i n n i n g  n o t e

By Tim Sm ith
Observer S ta ff W rite r

The Plymouth varsity 
baseball team opened the 

2012 sea- 
PREP son Mon-
BASEBALL day with 

a double- 
header sweep at Anchor 
Bay.

Six strong innings from 
starting and winning 
pitcher Justin Thompson 
(one earned rim, seven 
strikeouts) sparked a 3-1 
triumph in the opener.

“Justin was outstand­
ing today,” Plymouth 
coach Bryan Boyd said. 
“Impressive to see him 
in midseason form in ear­
ly April. This is a testa­

ment to how hard he has 
worked in the off-season.” 

Augmenting Thompson 
with a 1-2-3 seventh (all 
on strikeouts) was Bran­
don Waack, collecting his 
first career varsity save.

Offensively, Rich Gug- 
lielmi, Casey Sudz, Brian 
Schmid and Matt Janke 
each had two hits. Janke’s 
two-out, two-run single in 
the fifth gave the Wild­
cats the lead for good.

In Game 2, a four-run 
second inning keyed the 
win. Sparking the offense 
were Jamarl Eiland (two 
runs, two hits) and Gug- 
lielmi (two hits).

Earning the victo­
ry was Austin Ebeling, 
who pitched the first five

innings giving up one 
earned run.

Finishing off the win 
with single scoreless 
innings each were Bri­
an Schmid and Andrew 
Page.

“We were not at our best 
today, two sloppy games,” 
Boyd said. “But, any time 
you go on the road and get 
two wins against a quali­
ty opponent, you have to 
be happy.

“We have a lot of bugs 
to get worked out before 
conference play starts.”

Before that happens, 
Plymouth will play games 
this week in Ohio (begin­
ning 11 a.m. Thursday 
against Chaminade Juli­
enne).

P C A  g i r l s  b o a s t  

t a l e n t ,  v e r s a t i l i t y
By  Tim  Sm ith

O bserver S ta ff  W r ite r

There aren’t many play­
ers on Plymouth Chris­
tian Academy’s varsity 
girls soccer team, 14 to 
be exact.

But those who are bring 
immense versatility 
GIRLS alongwith 
SOCCER plenty of
PREVIEW skills honed 

at the club
level.

According to first-year 
head coach Abby Lori- 
on, a former star play­
er for the Eagles, those 
attributes should result in 
a very competitive team 
in the Michigan Indepen­
dent Athletics Confer­
ence.

“Most of the girls on the 
team can play multiple 
positions,” said Lorion, 
a 2007 PCA grad. “This 
is great for me because 
I have many different 
options of where I can 
put people to best pre­
pare the team for a given 
game.”

The Eagles boast strong 
leadership, too, with four 
co-captains — seniors 
Jessica Rich and Rachel 
Zandee, junior Jenna 
Abraham and sophomore 
Emily Gerulis. Their pos­
itive attitudes are con­
tagious to the rest of the 
squad, too.

All were part of the 
2011 team that went 14- 
2-1 before losing to Ann 
Arbor Greenhills in the 
Class D district final.

“One of the best things 
about this team is that 
they all want to be there 
and they all want to get 
better,” Lorion said.
“They continually push 
themselves and their 
teammates to do bet­
ter. They are extremely 
encouraging of each oth­
er and have fun togeth­
er. I think this is one of 
the reasons why we have 
such a good team this 
season.”

Setting the tone will be 
Rich (defense) and Zan­
dee (defense/forward),

Plymouth
Christian
A C  A  O E M Y

both aggressive play­
ers who “never give up 
on a ball or have a lack 
of effort. They continual­
ly strive to get better and 
work harder every prac­
tice and game.”

Abraham and Gerulis 
are midfielders who will 
provide an essential link 
from defense to offense 
for the Eagles.

“Jenna does a great job 
of serving the ball into 
the middle from the out­
side,” Lorion said. “She 
provides great encour­
agement to her team­
mates and works hard.”

As for Gerulis, the 
coach expects plenty of 
scrappiness and intesti­
nal fortitude that should 
rub off on teammates.

“Emily is a strong force 
in the center of the field, 
winning balls and play­
ing physical,” Lorion 
said. “She’s a hard work­
er and a good leader. For 
example, she was injured 
during preseason, but 
instead of just sitting on 
the sidelines watching 
her team run sprints, she 
ran laps until her team­
mates were done.”

Lorion said teamwork 
on the field is obvious­
ly important, and that’s 
been her mantra during 
preseason workouts and 
scrimmages.

“My goal for this sea­
son is for us to play a pos­
session-based game,” she 
said. “I’m constantly tell­
ing the girls that if you 
have the ball and the oth­
er team doesn’t they can 
never score. Each day the 
girls get better at con­
necting passes and pass­
ing to open space to main­
tain possession.”

The offense could be 
strong if the players car­
ry out those instructions. 
The arrival of freshman 
midfielder Abby LeMer- 
ise doesn’t hurt.

“Abby is a very talented

freshman, she does well 
with the ball at her feet 
and has great vision,” the 
coach said. “She is always 
positioning herself where 
she can get the ball and 
then redistribute it. She 
is a great addition to the 
team. She has the poten­
tial to break goal scoring 
records at PCA.”

Also having potential to 
provide plenty of offense 
is sophomore forward 
Katelynn Barkell. “She 
is a tough girl who plays 
through pain and any cir­
cumstance,” the coach 
said. “I look forward to 
seeing her score many 
goals this season.”

Several players who 
will fill various duties 
depending on opponents 
and in-game situations 
include Zandee, sopho­
mores Martha Mullett 
(defense/midfield/for- 
ward) and Joy Bauslaugh 
(forward/midfield) and 
junior Kendall Groune- 
woud (defense/midfield).

Expected to bolster 
the back will be junior 
defender Lauren Paulson, 
who “does a great job as 
the last defender back, 
catching the opposition 
offsides.”

In goal will be junior 
Abigail Aitken (who can 
also play defense) and 
senior Haley Wright.

Aitken is showing no 
rust after a three-year 
absence from playing 
goal. “She stepped up 
and filled a hard position 
when the team needed it 
most,” Lorion said. “I look 
forward to seeing what 
she does for us this year.”

Freshmen Lauren 
Schlientz (midfield) and 
Sarah Durham (forward) 
round out the roster and 
“have great attitudes” 
along with a willingness 
to work and learn.

The Eagles open the 
season Monday against 
visiting Summit Acade­
my. The match begins at 
4:30 p.m.

tsm ith@ hom etow n life .com  
(734) 469-4128

H e r e  c o m e  t h e  R o c k e t t e s

The Salem Rockette Show is scheduled for 7 p.m. Friday, April 20, in the Salem High 
School auditorium. This year there w ill be only one grand show featuring the varsity 
and JV  teams performing hip hop, jazz, high kick and lyrical routines. There w ill be 
guest appearances. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased by calling (734) 453-5565. 
Tickets at the door the night of the show w ill be $7. Shown in this team photo are 
(bottom row, from left): Jenna Newman, Olivia Ozeranic, Mary-Liz Benintende, 
Jessica Vanooyen, Stephanie Fogoros, Mary Colon, Mary Zelmanski; (top row, from 
left): Raven Reynolds, Sophia Portelli, Lindsey Shirmer, Abigail Schreiner, Meghan 
Grossmann, Alyssa Alva, Lauren Lachowski, Mianna Krause, Rachel Duprey, Vanessa 
Bank, Nina Cilia, Anna Cratty, Taylor Harvath, Kayla Stokfisz, Brianna Dotson and 
Allie Rushing.

B IL L  B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R

Kitchener defenseman Ben Fanelli (No. 4) leans on Plymouth Whalers forward Alex Ale- 
ardi (No. 40) during Tuesday's OHL playoff game.

W h a l e r s  r a l l y  t o  t a k e  s e r i e s  l e a d

By Brad Emons
Observer-Staff W r ite r

With another passing of 
Easter Sunday, the Plym­
outh Whalers staged a 
resurrection act of their 

own dur-
OHL
PLAYOFFS

ing l\ies- 
day 
night’s

Ontario Hockey League 
playoff game at home 
against Kitchener.

The Whalers overcame 
a 2-0 third-period deficit 
by scoring three times 
over the final 6:32 to stun 
the visiting Rangers, 4-3, 
at Compuware Arena.

Plymouth takes a 2-
I series lead heading 
into Wednesday night’s 
fourth game at Kitch­
ener.

Tom Wilson’s fourth 
goal of the playoffs just 
1:10 into the third period 
jump-started the Whal­
ers. Anaheim Ducks 
draft pick Richard Rake-
II drew the first of his 
three assists on the night 
on the goal to cut the def­
icit to 2-1.

“Once we got the not- 
great skilled goal where 
we just threw it on net 
and it went in -  that not 
only seemed to give us 
momentum, but it slowed 
them (Kitchener) down a 
little bit,” Whalers assis­
tant coach Don Eiland 
said. “The only thing we 
said (heading into the 
third period) was ‘stay 
positive, it’s a long series 
and we’re going to get 
bounces. Just stay the 
course and stay positive, 
and just keep doing what 
we’re doing.’ ”

O ffe n s iv e  s u rg e
The Whalers launched 

16 of their 41 shots on 
goal in the third period 
against Kitchener goal- 
tender John Gibson with

the equalizer coming at 
13:28 when defenseman 
Austin Levi’s shot from 
the left point found the 
back of the net for his

first of the playoffs.
“I had an open lane to 

shoot it,” said Levi, a 
Farmington Hills native. 
“I let it go and I figured 
it hit something, but it 
went in, and it was real­
ly exciting. I really didn’t 
see it go in, but it did.”

And just 1:21 later, 
defenseman Dario Trut- 
mann ripped a shot in 
between the circles to 
put the Whalers ahead 
for keeps, 3-2. Wilson and 
Rakell drew the assists.

The Whalers’ Alex Ale- 
ardi (Farmington Hills) 
helped ice the victo­
ry when he gobbled up 
a rebound off a shot 
from teammate Mitch­
ell Heard and backhand­
ed it past Gibson with 
only 1:59 remaining for 
his fifth of the playoffs 
to make it 4-2.

Kitchener defenseman 
Max Iafrate, a Livonia 
native and former Whal­
er, then took a check­
ing from behind penalty 
leaving the Whalers with 
a man advantage.

But Plymouth’s Beau 
Schmitz was called only 
seconds later for holding 
the stick and the Rang­
ers’ Michael Catenacci 
made things interesting 
again with only 32 sec­
onds left when he scored 
his third of the night 
from Ryan Murphy and 
Tobias Rieder to slice the 
deficit to 4-3.

The Rangers called a 
time-out and pulled Gib­
son for the extra attack­
er in a five-on-five situa­
tion. Kitchener got off a 
one last shot, but Plym­
outh goalie Scott Wedge- 
wood made his 27th save

of the night in the final 
20 seconds to clinch the 
victory.

Catenacci, a center 
who stands only 5 feet,
7 inches and weighs 176 
pounds, staked Kitchen­
er to a 1-0 first period 
league on a power play 
goal at 10:28 from Mur­
phy and Rieder and add­
ed hits second goal at 
4:13 of the second period 
on assists from Rieder 
and Ben Thomson.

“Catenacci is a very 
good player,” Eiland said. 
“He’s a 20-year-old, he’s 
been in the league a long 
time. He’s very skilled, 
he’s a veteran and he 
knows how to play defi­
nitely.”

Levi, the 6-2,205-pound 
defenseman, was vot­
ed the first star of the 
game.

“We talked in the lock­
er room of just trying 
to believe we could pull 
this off and get a lot of 
shots to the net,” the 
2011 third-round pick of 
the Carolina Hurricanes 
said. “We had around 20 
shots that period. That 
was our game plan going 
out into the third period.”

And the Whalers seem 
to be getting along just 
fine despite the loss 
of top line scorer Ste­
fan Noesen, who is out 
injured for the series.

“Not too many adjust­
ments,” Levi said. 
“There’s line adjust­
ments, but we have a 
strong team and a lot of 
good depth and we’ve 
got guys who can score 
... still. You’ve just got 
to work hard and some 
guys on offense have 
to pick up the slack and 
we’ve done a really good 
job of it.”

b em on s@ h o m eto w n life .com  
(313) 222-6851

S w in g  in to  S p rin g !
P l e a s e  v is it

w w w .o o yo teg o lfo lu b .o o m
•  G r e a t  S p r i n g  R a t e s

•  I n t e r n e t  R e s e r v a t i o n s

•  M o b i l e  B o o k i n g  A p p

•  A n n u a l  P a s s e s  A  m u c h  m o r e l  a

On Milford Rd. 1 mile S. of I-96

Fau lkw ood Shores G o lf C lub  
517.546.4180 • H ow ell

WEEKDAYS 
18 holes
w/cart ii-i2

fxdudos holidays not valid with on-;

WEEKEND
18 holes
w/cart expires 5-3i1*l2

Excludes holidays, no! v.diri vwih itriy ofhtjf <i#ei. m u d  h a w  «w porc.

TWILIGHT
Sa t. &  Su n  a fte r  2 p m

( • I I  y o u  c a n  ,  „
p la y  w ith  c a r t )  expires 5-31 -12

txclvd<K holidays, not vaftd vwih any othe? offer, must have coupon.

Rineyieu G o lf Course
W E E K D A Y S
1 8  HkSng....... 2 for *49°°
Before 3:90pm - No Holidays 

S E N I O R  55+
Weekdays 18 Mug 2 for J S  
Before 3:00pm - No Holidays

Valid thru 4/30/12 •  1 Coupon

m w m
Weekend Special

Before noon..-.........*30
Afternoon........... *25

18 riding __

T44-4Bl“ 6"555-------- (SoO-214-5663"5820 Stony Creek Rd. • Ypsilanti, Ml 48197
ar.plnevlewgc.c

B e lle  R iv e r  G o lf  C o u r s e
“The Best Value in Golf"

__ W eekday Sen io rs 5 0 ' 
^ e l l e ^ 0 v e r  18 holes w/Cart Only

c o n o n  air $ 4  LeI l̂ S-M-1!
810-392-2121 Memphis, Ml 48041  

__________ WWW bellerivergoltcourse com

C O Y O T E  P R E S E R V E
An Arnold Palm er Signature Golf Course

S P R I N G  S P E C I A L S
W eekday = $ 2 9  
S e n io rs  = $ 2 5  

W eek en d s = $35 ,
After 2pm = $ 2 9  

TWilight
(Any Day) = $ 2 5  after 4pm
www.coyotepreserve.com 

phone: (810) 714-3206
No! Valid Wdh I eagues Outings. Holidays or other Pn-Boohed Even is. £«p 4/29/12

T o  a d v e r t i s e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t o r y ,  

c a l l  J i m  S a b a t e l l a  a t  

3 1 3 - 2 2 3 - 3 2 4 6

F o r m o re  a b o u t  g o if  in  M ic h ig a n  w w w .T e e ltU p M ic h ig a n .c o m
■ ■ ■

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:bemons@hometownlife.com
http://www.ooyotegolfolub.oom
http://www.coyotepreserve.com
http://www.TeeltUpMichigan.com
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CHAPPELL, 
ROBERT J., JR.

Age 81. April 8, 
2012. Beloved hus­
band of the late Joyce 
for 36 years. Loving 

father of Gary (Joan) Chappell 
and Deborah (Grady) Burgess. 
Cherished grandfather of 
Brandon, Amanda, Christina, 
Jennifer; and great-grandfather of 
Dillon Dixon. Bob was a prowd 
Korean War Army Veteran, and 
long time member of the follow­
ing Farmington organizations: 
Masonic Lodge No. 151, Elks 
Lodge No. 1986, Area 
Goodfellows, and Senior Center. 
Funeral Thursday 10 AM , April 
12th at Thayer-Rock Funeral 
Home, 33603 Grand River Ave. 
(1 blk. W. o f Farmington Rd.), 
Downtown Farmington. Mem­
orial contributions may be made 

to Hospice of Michigan or the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

www.thayer-rock.com

GOOZE,
KATHLEEN ANN

Age 52, April 9, 2012 of 
Westland. Beloved daughter of 
Mary Lou and the late David 
Gooze. Dear sister o f Karen 
Gooze and Colleen (Ken) 
Beauvais. Visitation Weds 5-9 
PM  and Thurs 2-9 PM  at 
Vermeulen Funeral Home, 980 N 
Newburgh Rd. (btwn Ford &  
Cherry H ill) Westland. Funeral 
Service Fri 11 AM  at the funeral 
home. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Sarcoma 
C lin ic at the U  o f M 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
O ffice o f Development, 2800 
Plymouth Rd, Ann Arbor, M I 
48109. To share a memory, please 
visit vermeulenfuneralhome.com

RYAN,
VIRGIL R., JR.

Livonia, M I (formerly of 
Pinckney). Age 80, died 
April 7, 2012 at his 
home. He was born 

December 16, 1931 in Pontiac, 
M I the son of the late Virgil Ray 
and Fannie (Johnson) Ryan Sr. 
Virgil proudly served his country 
in the U .S. A ir Force. He was 
employed with General Motors as 
a parts supervisor until his retire­
ment in 1991 and was a member 
of Community o f Christ in 
Plymouth. On Ju ly 28, 2007 
Virgil married Karen M iller, she 
survives. Additional survivors 
include his children; Debora 
(Eddy) Ziviski of Brighton, Diane 
(G arry) Simkiss o f Plymouth, 
Ronald (Pamela) Ryan of Canton 
and Russell (Wendy) Ryan of Mt. 
Savage, MD, nine grandchildren 
and several great grandchildren 
with more on the way. He is pre­
ceded in death by his late wife of 
52 years Beverly. A  Christian 
Farewell was held at Community 
of Christ in Plymouth, M l. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial contribu­
tions are suggested to Outreach 
International, American Diabetes 
or Community o f Christ.

Please leave a Message of 
Comfort to Virgil's family by 

calling 877-231-7900 or visit his 
guestbook at 

www.borekjennings.com.

SCHNEIDER,MARILYN
o f Westland, formerly Livonia, 
passed away on Mon., Apr. 9, 
2012. For more information visit 
Www.LynchFuneralDirectors.com

ZABORSKY, 
ROBERT S.

Age 85, o f Ann Arbor. Loving 
husband o f Carolyn. Beloved 
father o f John (Anita) Morrison, 
Pamela (Charles) Warner, and 
Lisa (Christopher) Seiler. Proud 
grandfather of. David Warner, 
Amy Warner, Rachel Morrison, 
Sarah Morrison and Calista 
Seiler. Dear brother of Eleanor 
Nicholls. Dear uncle of Jeffrey 
Even. 35 Year member of 
Kiwanis Club of Plymouth. 
Funeral service Saturday 1 PM  at 
Vermeulen Funeral Home, 46401 
W. Ann Arbor Rd (btwn Sheldon 
and Beck), Plymouth. Visitation 
Friday 2-8 PM . Interment Great 
Lakes National Cemetery in 
Holly. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Plymouth 
Kiwanis Foundation, or 
American Cancer Society.
To share a memory, please visit: 

vermeulenfuneralhome.com

...

M a y  y o u  f i n d  

c o m f o r t

i n  F a m i l y  a n d  

F r i e n d s

C h e c k  u s  o u t  o n  t h e  W e b  e v e r y  

d a y  a t  h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  C h u r c h  

m a r k s  E a s t e r  t h is  S u n d a y

Archbishop Allen Vigneron of the Ardiocese of Detroit 
(left) with Metropolitan Nicholas of the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of Detroit.

Thousands of Greek 
Orthodox faithful in the 
Metro Detroit area and 
more than 300 million 
worldwide will observe 
Easter on April 15. This 
year the date of Orthodox 
Christian Easter falls one 
week later than Western 
Christianity Easter..

According to his Emi­
nence Metropolitan Nich­
olas of the Greek Ortho­
dox Metropolis of Detroit, 
the Orthodox date for Eas­
ter is based on a decree of 
the First Ecumenical Coun­
cil of the undivided Church 
at Nicaea, Asia Minor, held 
in 325 A.D. under Emper­
or Constantine the Great. 
The decree based the date 
of Easter on a computa­
tion involving the vernal 
equinox and moon phases. 
For members of the Greek 
Orthodox Church, Easter 
Sunday falls on the Sun­
day following the first full 
moon after the vernal equi­
nox, according to the Julian 
calendar. If the full moon 
falls on a Sunday, Easter 
is observed the following 
Sunday and after the Pass- 
over.

The Greek Orthodox 
Church will observe Holy 
Thursday on April 12, with 
a passion service, Gos­

pel readings and chant­
ed hymns. Good Friday, 
on April 13, will include 
an afternoon Vespers ser­
vice and evening service 
symbolizing the burial of 
Christ. A flowered bier is 
taken in a procession out­
side the church as parishio­
ners follow solemnly hold­
ing lit candles. The Easter 
resurrection service will 
begin at 11 p.m. on Satur­
day, April 14. Red Easter 
eggs symbolizing the res­
urrection will be distribut­
ed to the congregation and 
parishioners will share a 
resurrection meal.

Easter Sunday will 
include the Vespers of 
love and Gospel passages 
read in several languages, 
emphasizing the Gospel’s 
universal message.

For more information 
about Greek Orthodox 
Easter services, visit the 
Greek Orthodox Metrop­
olis of Detroit website at 
detroit.goarch.org. Local 
churches include Sts. Con­
stantine and Helen in West- 
land, Nativity of the Vir­
gin March Church in Plym­
outh Township and Holy 
Cross Church in Farming- 
ton Hills.

R E L I G I O N  C A L E N D A R

Send items for the religion 
calendar to Sharon Dargay at 
sdargay@hometownlife.com. 
Photos must be in jpg format, 
attached to the e-mail.

April________
AUCTION
Time/Date: 6-10 p.m. Satur­
day, April 21
Location: St. Mary Parish 
Activity Center and School, 
34516 Michigan Avenue, 
Wayne
Details: St. Mary 1st Annual 
Auction A Night on the Town 
will include a silent auction, 
live auction and more. All 
proceeds benefit the St. Mary 
Parish and School. Tickets are 
$25 and include a strolling 
buffet, dessert and two bever­
ages. Pre-registration is a must 
Contact auction@stmary- 
wayne.org

BLO O D D R IV E
Time/Date: 1-7 p.m. Friday, 
April 20
Location: Prince of Peace Lu­
theran Church, 37775 Palmer, 
Westland
Details: Walk-ins are wel­
come
Contact (734) 722-1735 
BREA K FA ST
Time/Date: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Sunday, April 14 
Location: St. Theodore Social 
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road, 
Westland
Details: All you can eat 
pancakes and French toast, 
ham, sausage, applesauce, 
scrambled eggs, coffee, tea, 
juice and milk. Cost is $3 for 
adults and $1.50 for children, 
2-10. Sponsored by St. Theo­
dore Men's Club 
Contact: (734) 425-4421 
CLOTHING BA N K

Time/Date: 10a.m.-1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28 
Location: Canton Christian 
Fellowship Clothing Bank, 
41920 Joy Road, between Lil- 
ley and Haggerty, Canton 
Details: Free clothing to 
anyone in need 
Contact (734) 404-2480 or 
(734) 927-6686
CONCERT
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, 
April 15
Location: St. John Lutheran 
Church, 23225 Gill, Farming- 
ton Hills
Details: The Novi Choralaires 
will perform a concert titled 
"Choralaires Travel Across 
America in Song." The group 
will sing a variety of songs, in­
cluding "Route 66," "Shenan­
doah," "Chicago," "Take Me 
Home." Freewill offering. 
Contact (248)474-0584

Y o u r  I n v i t a t i o n  t o  W o r s h i p

CATHOLIC UNITED METHODIST PRESBYTERIAN
(U.S.A.) LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

ST. ANNE’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Tridentine Latin Mass 
St. Anne’s Academy • Grades K-8

38100 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48154 *(734) 462-3200 

Mass Schedule:
First Friday Mass 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Mass 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Masses 7:30 & 10:00 a.m.
Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass 
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 

Tuesdays at 7:00 f.M.

CHURCHES OF 
THE NAZARENE

PLYMOUTH CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

45801 W. Ann Arbor Road • (734) 453-1525

Sunday School -  9 :4 5  A .M . 
Sunday W orship - 1 1 :00 A .M . 
Sunday Evening - 6 :00  P .M . 

F a m ily M ig h t-W e d . 7 :00  P.M .

NEW HORIZONS FOR CHILDREN LEARNING CENTER S 
_____________ (734)455-3196_________ . jj

ASSEMBLIES 
OF GOD

OPEN ARMS CHURCH
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am

Children's Programs 
Available

Kid’s Stop PreschooH 
Now Enrolling 
248.474.0001

Meet our hew Pastor 
Grady Jensen &

Assoc. Pastor Abe Fazzini

33015 W. 7 Mile Rd. • Livona 48152 cr
Between Farmington & Merriman \ 

Across from Joe 's Produce 
248.471.5282

(Q?) ORCHARD
UNITED METHODIST

ORCHARD- CHURCH
30450 Farmington Road • Farmington Hills 

www.orchardumc.org  

248 -626 -3620

Worship:
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. Christian 
Education for all ages
Pastors: Carol J .  Johns,
Jim  Braid, Margo Dexter

________________________________ O E Q 8 7 6 0 8 2 0

ROSEDALE GARDENS
PRESBYTER IA N  CHURCH (USA)

9601 Hubbard at W. Chicago, Livonia, Ml 
(between Merriman & Farmington Rds.)

/  JJL •
(734) 422-0494

Friends in Faith Service 
9K)0am

Traditional Service 
10:30 am

Visit www.rosedalegardens.org 
For information about our many programs

_________________________________Q E 08760825

PRESBYTERIAN

Fellowship Pres r im  Church
Adult Sunday School:D:30 - 10:fSa.m . • Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Childrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Dr. Jimmy McGuire 

Services held at: Saint Andrews Episcopal Church
16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia • south of six Mile Road 

____________nursery provided » www.fellowshiD-presbvterian.orQ OE0876Q7Q8

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
14175 F a rm in g to n  R o a d , L iv o n ia  J u s t  north  o f I-96 

w w w .ch r is to u rs a v io r .o rg

S u n d a y  W o rs h ip
8:30  &  11 :00 am  - T rad it ion a l

S ta ffe d  N ursery A vailab le t S u n d a y  S c h o o l/ B ib le  C la s s
9 :45 am

E a r ly  C h ild h o o d  C e n te r  
P h o n e  734-513-8413

M aking  disciples who share the love o f Jesus Christ
P a s to rs : D aven p ort, B a ye r , &  C re e d e n

734- 522-6830  OE08760707

Risen Christ Lutheran
D av id  W. M a rtin , Pastor 

46250 Ann Arbor Road • Plymouth ii me wcfswdoni 
(734) 453-5252 

Worship 8:15 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School 9:30 • Adult Bible Study 9:30 

Nursery Care Available. All are welcome. Come as you are. 
www.risenchrist.info

______________________________Q E 08760822

EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

T  A T A  T )  T V  40000 SiX Mi,e RoadW ARD Northville, M l 48168 

H ill CHURCH 248.374.7400 
www.wardchurch.org

Traditional Worship at 8,9:30 & 11 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship at 9:30 & 11 a.m. 

Children’s Programs available at 9:30 & 11 a.m.

The Traditional Service is broadcast on the §  
radio each week at 11 am . on 560 AM g

S t . P a u l 's  E v . L u t h e r a n  
C h u r c h  &  S c h o o l  €  - t

17810 F a r m in g t o n  R o a d , A  
L iv o n ia  (734 )261-1360

W o r s h ip  S e r v ic e s  
S u n d a y : 8 :30  a .m . &  11 :00  a .m .

T h u r s d a y : 6 :3 0  p .m . 
website: www.stpaulslivonia.org

1

F o r  I n fo r m a t io n  
r e g a r d in g  th is  D ir e c t o r y ,  
p le a se  c a ll  K a r e n  M a r z o lf  

at 3 1 3 - 2 2 2 - 2 2 1 4  o r  e -m a il:  
k m a rz o lf@ h o m e to w n life . c o m

CONGREGATIONAL

I H

.

North Congregational Church

3 6 5 2 0  1 2  M i l e  R d .
Farmington Hills 

(bet. D rake & Halsted) 
(248) 848-1750

10:30 a.m. Worship &  Church School 

fa ith  ■ Freedom  - F ellowship

Rev. Mary E Biedron 
Senior Minister

■ B H WBmmm mmmh h b i

. ■
111!

w

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:oeobits@hometownlife.com
http://www.thayer-rock.com
http://www.borekjennings.com
http://Www.LynchFuneralDirectors.com
mailto:sdargay@hometownlife.com
mailto:auction@stmary-wayne.org
mailto:auction@stmary-wayne.org
http://www.orchardumc.org
http://www.rosedalegardens.org
http://www.fellowshiD-presbvterian.orQ
http://www.christoursavior.org
http://www.risenchrist.info
http://www.wardchurch.org
http://www.stpaulslivonia.org
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A u t h o r s  a d d  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  t o  s p r i n g  b o o k  f e s t
By Sharon Dargay

O &E Staff W rite r

The Michigan Spring 
Book Festival will return to 
Livonia this weekend with 
authors, celebrity readers, 
entertainment and arts and 
crafts.

Michael Williams hopes 
his second annual Mich­
igan Spring Book Festi­
val will inspire children to 
read, while helping self- 
published authors promote 
their work.

“We do what we can to 
encourage people to read 
and to read often,” said Wil­
liams, a native Detroiter 
and founder of the Author’s 
Collective. The Collec­
tive, brings writers togeth­
er online and helps them 
to publicize their self-pub- 
lished books at events 
throughout the country.
It organizes the Michi­
gan Spring Book Festival 
at Laurel Park Place mall 
in Livonia, the Michigan 
International Book Festi­
val, which is held in Octo­
ber at Laurel Park Place, 
and other author events in 
New York, Ohio, Pennsyl­
vania and Itennessee.

‘We started in Octo­
ber 2010. Victoria Rowell 
was at the first show,” Wil­
liams said, referring to the 
author of Secrets of a Soap 
Opera Diva. ‘We had Jen­
nifer Granholm in 2011. It’s 
been a mix of authors.”

There won’t be a nation­
al author on hand at the 
upcoming three-day 
show, but visitors will get 
a chance to meet local 
authors, Collective mem­
bers, and writers from 
Canada, the Bahamas and 
China. They can buy books, 
browse arts and crafts — 
a new twist to this year’s 
event—and attend semi­
nars.

‘We’re adding arts and 
crafts, limiting it to 11

Versandra Kennebrew will talk about "Facebook Timeline for Authors" Sunday, April 15, 
at the Michigan Spring Book Festival at Laurel Park Place mall in Livonia.

Pam Rossi, on-air person­
ality at WCSX radio, will 
read to children at 12:30 
p.m. Saturday, April 14, at 
the Michigan Spring Book 
Festival.

booths,” Williams said. 
‘We’re testing it to see 
what we want to do in Octo­
ber.” He’ll bring the arts 
and crafts back to Livonia 
for the International show 
in October if it’s successful 
this weekend.

S a f e t y  p r o g r a m
Also new this year is the 

Michigan Child Identifi­
cation Program that will 
offer free child identifi­

Carol Gist-Sramler, Miss 
USA 1990, will read to 
children at the Michigan 
Spring Book Festival.

cation kids from 4-9 p.m.. 
Friday, April 13,10 a.m.- 
9 p.m. Saturday, April 14 
and noon-5 p.m. Sunday, 
April 15.

“It’s free. A parent can 
bring their children out 
and get a video of their 
child, digital finger­
prints, a bite plate and 
DNA. The program has 
a direct link to Amber 
Alert. It’s a wonderful 
program.”

Parents or guardians of 
children who participate

Tony Trupiano of AM 1310 
is among the celebrity 
readers at the Michigan 
Spring Book Festival in 
Livonia.

must be present and fill 
out a permission slip.

Free seminars in writ­
ing and publishing will 
include sessions on 
ebooks, Facebook Time­
line for authors, social 
media and networking, 
literary consulting and 
journalism fundamen­
tals. An open mic session 
will be held in conjunc­
tion with “Gentle to the 
Ears Poetry” on Friday 
and Saturday.

Bg, on-air personality at Channel 955, reads to children 
last year at the Michigan Spring Book Festival. He'll return 
to the festival this weekend to read to youngsters.

Madonna University's Lyric Theatre will present selec­
tions from "Guys and Dolls" at the Michigan Spring Book 
Festival. Actors will include Robert Chester (left) as Nicely- 
Niceiy Johnson, John Bagazinski as Benny Southstreet and 
Joe Steckel as Nathan Detroit.

E n c o u r a g in g  r e a d in g
The Collective will give 

away 1,000 books, as it 
did last year, by distribut­
ing gift certificates to local 
schools, which in turn pass 
them along to students. Stu­
dents trade the certificate 
for a new book at the show.

Local celebrities will take 
turns reading favorite chil­
dren’s books to listeners 
throughout the weekend. 
Readers include radio per­
sonalities, authors, com­
munity leaders, a former

Miss USA and two aquat­
ic performers dressed as 
mermaids.

“It’s an impressive line­
up,” Williams said.

For a complete sched­
ule of activities and enter­
tainment visit www.mich- 
iganspringbookfestival. 
com. The festival runs 10 
a.m.-9 p.m. Friday-Satur- 
day and noon-5 p.m. Sun­
day. Laurel Park Place is 
located at 37700 W. Six 
Mile at Newburgh; (734) 
462-1100.

♦

♦

♦

v  3 6 th  A n n u a l

" S L I C E  F O R  L I F E "
Monday, April 16,2012

More info & tickets call 313-579-2100 x,170

N o w  O f f e r i n g

D E T R O I T ’S  O R I G I N A L

GLUTEN-FREE
S Q U A R E  P I Z Z A

UiAjoy your favorite 
tajyptvugs oia, our

M u l t i - G r a i n  C r u s t

A th in n e r" crust featuring 9 grains

.Detroit 313-892-9001 
►Farmington Hills 248-855-4600 
► Pointo Plaza 313-884-7400

♦Warren 586-574-9200 
♦Auburn Hills 248-276-9040 
♦ Bloomfield 248-645-0300

♦ Livonia 734-261-3550
♦ Dearborn 313-562-5900 
♦Royal Oak 248-549-8000

J o i n  o u r  E m a i l  C l u b  a t  w w w . b u d d y s p i z z a . c o m  1

$3.00 OFF $2.00 OFF $1.00 OFF 10% OFF
8 S q u a re  P iz z a  Family Sized Salad 4  S q u a re  P iz za  P vegg fe1vay0r
t«bl« pte#se Net with t n y .

flrvjsemifKMi fm  p**f*mv pw vt*tt p#r
table pF»**« Not v*Bdw ith any other 

dUC/ktnt wr coupon f.ttp 4f3Cf12
Cltw c o u p o n  p * r  p r f f v w  p * r  v is i t .  f* »  

table please Not valid with any other 
d t* c < w m  o r  c o u p o n  fctrp 4r im t

O n e  c o u p o n  p e r  p e r s o n ,  j  

table please Not va lid  with any other 
duconnt o r coupon  e / l& 't i

Open 7 Days a Week, ll-6pm. Wednesdays ll-8pm

K n i g h t s b r i d g e  \  
A n t i q u e  M a l l  , J

42305 Seven Mile Road • (Just 2 Miles west o f 1-275) 
Northville, MI 48167 • 248-344-7200

We have something for everyone!

\ l i r e  H e re ,
lo r  th e  B e s t o l

w m
• H om e Cooked Lunch

or D inner
• Luxurious D ining Room
• C offee Shop
• C am e Room
• B illiard  Room

Exercise Room  
Library
Com puter Room  
Beauty/Barber Shop 
C ountry Store 
Chapel

M ovie Theater
Planned A ctiv ities and O utings 
Beautifu l Indoor Lounge Areas 
O u tdoor C ourt Yard

A f fo r d a b i l i t y M o n th ly  ren ta l fe e  in c lu d e s  heat, ce n tra l air, w ater, e lec tr ic ity , h o u s e k e e p in g  
se rv ice s , tw o  m ea ls  an d  24-hour sta ffing . V e te ra n s  a n d  s u r v iv in g  sp ou ses
m a y  q u a l i fy  fo r  th e  V A  A id  &  A t te n d a n c e  B e n e f it .

W e  m ake th e  b ed  an d  take  o u t  trash  e ve ryd a yDaily light housekeeping

C o n tin e n ta l b reak fas t an d  c h o ic e  o f  lu n ch  o r  d in n e r  a re  in c lu d e dN u tr it io u s  m e a ls '

W e  w ash  b ed  lin e n s  an d  to w e ls e v e ry  w e e k

W e  v a cu u m , m op , d u s t an d  ch a n g e  lin e n s  e v e ry  w e e kFu ll c le a n in g  s e r v ic e

S c h e d u le d  c h a u ffe u re d  tra n sp o rta t io n  fo r  d o c to rs  ap p o in tm e n ts , d in n e r  
an d  ca s in o  trip s

T ra n s p o r ta t io n

W e  p ro v id e  24-hour sta ffing , m ed ica l m o n ito rin g  an d  th e  re assu ran ce  o f  aS e c u r it y
fu ll fa c ility  g e n e ra to r

M e d ic a re  c e r t if ie d  se rv ice s , p h ys ic ian  vis its , p h ys ica l th e rap y , pod iatry, 
h a ir  sa lon  a v a ila b le

P ro fe s s io n a l c a re

Warm  & friendly caregivers From  m o rn in g  h o u s e k e e p in g  to  e ve n in g  d in n e r  se rv ice , y o u r  p a ren ts  are
a tte n d ed  b y  o u r ca r ing  staff

A n  a c t iv e  s o c ia l life Fu ll t im e  a c t iv ity  d ire c to rs  o ffe r  trip s, gam es, an d  e n te r ta in m e n t

A  v ib ra n t co m m u n ity  o f  sen io rs  e n jo y  ice  cream  soc ia ls , m ov ies , 
H a p p y  H o u r  a n d  live  e n te rta in m e n t

For more information, please call:

F r ie n d s h ip

Across from  C oyote G o lf C lub 
28413 Abbey Lane 
New Hudson, Ml 

(248) 437-6550
www.abbeypark.c0tn F ind  us on

Fees for additional occupants or services may be applicable. Prices, incentives and dining room meal bonus valid at Lyon Township 
location only.

at G enesys H ealth  Park 
3221 E. Baldwin Rd. 

Grand Blanc, Ml 
(810) 606-1110

8771490

A l l  t h e  S e r v i c e s  y o u  N e e d  
a n d  M o r e  -  At Half the 
Cost o f  Assisted Living

Our Extras Make the Difference

f a t  ebook

♦ 8773233

http://www.mich-iganspringbookfestival
http://www.mich-iganspringbookfestival
http://www.buddyspizza.com
http://www.abbeypark.c0tn
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Local artists show mixed media pieces in Detroit
Four local artists will exhibit their 

works April 20-May 24 in the Biannual 
All Media Exhibition at Detroit Artists 
Market in Detroit.

Alan Casadei of Livonia, Barba­
ra Dorchen of Farmington Hills, Tony 
Hope of Plymouth and Daniel Steadman 
of Redford and among more than a doz­
en artists with works in the juried show.

Detroit Artists Market will hold a pub­
lic opening and awards reception 6-9 
p.m. April 20. Visitors can meet the art­
ists and have an opportunity to view and 
buy the wide array of paintings, sculp­
tures, photography, mixed media, metal 
and clay on exhibit.

The Biannual All Media Exhibition is 
presented by one of the Midwest’s old­
est nonprofit galleries, located at 4719 
Woodward Ave., three blocks south of 
the Detroit Institute of Arts, in Detroit’s 
Cultural Center. The show is part of 
DAM’s 80th anniversary year. Guest 
juror Leon Johnson, artist and educator, 
chose the art from 400 pieces that were 
submitted by 200 artists for consider­
ation.

For more information call the gallery 
at (313) 832-8540 or e-mail info@detroi- 
tartistsmarket.org.

Tony Hope, a Plymouth artist, submit­
ted this piece for the Biannual All Media 
Exhibition.

Livonia artist Alan Casadei 
will exhibit this piece April 
20-May 24 in Detroit.

JOHN STORMZAND | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Final weekend
Nathan Shaw, (left) as Tybalt, and Benjamin Gresko, 
as Mercutio, cross swords in Schoolcraft Theatre 
Department's production of "Romeo and Ju liet." 
Tickets are still available for the final performances 
of the show, 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, April 13-14, 
in the Liberal Arts Theatre on the college's main 
campus, located on Haggerty between Six Mile and 
Seven Mile in Livonia. For tickets, call (734) 462-4596 
or visit the campus book store.

Barbara Dorchen of Farmington Hills calls this piece "In­
stallation Save the Poets." It will be on public view April 
20 at the Detroit Artists Market.

^  } ) e c k  O p e n  - f i o u s e  ^
A p r i l  2 1 , 2 0 1 2 , 1 0 a m - 2 p m

First Prize: $1,000 Gift Certificate W m m  
Second Prize: $500 Gift Certificate

Meet Deck Manufacturers, Designers & Installers

IN O R T H V I L L E 615 E. Baseline 
Northville, Ml 48167

K L
i . 1 ,  J-A IM U I U I V I I I C ,  m l  H O  I V

[ | n ] l J M B E R . C O M  248-349-0220
■— *  www.decks4less.com

G r e a t  L a k e s  D e r m a t o l o g y

M i c h a e l  R .  C o h e n , D . O
Board Certified Dermatologist

S p e c ia l i z in g  in  D is e a s e s  

o f  t h e  S k in ,  H  a i r  &  N a ils

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care you deserve.

•  Skin Cancer • Eczema
• Moles • Warts
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss
• Acne BotOX * Much More

Accepting New Patients • All Ages 
Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377

greatlahesdenn@yafioo.com OE08762073

OfpeciaCizing in {ResidentialSf ffommerciaClRestoration 
8f (Custom RricA °lVt)r£

D a n ’s C ustom  B r ic k w o r k
882 York St. • Plymouth, MI 48170

Chim neys & P orches 
R e p a ire d  a n d  R ebuilt 

•
Tuck P ointing  &

All O th er Brick Work 
•

N atu ra l & C ultured  
S to n e  Installation

1. 7 3 4 . 4 1 6 . 5 4 2 5
Free Estim ates

Licensed and insured

Redford artist Daniel Steadman will show this work April 
20-May 24 at the Biannual All Media Exhibition.

A c t i n g  c o u r s e  s e t  a t  

T r i n i t y  H o u s e  T h e a t r e

Laura Gumina, local 
theater instructor, direc­
tor and actor, will teach 
a six-week acting course 
beginning May 1 at Trin­
ity House Theatre, 38840 
W. Six Mile, in Livonia.

Classes will meet 7-9 
p.m. Hiesday, excluding 
May 15, through June 12.

Students will be direct­
ed primarily in two-per­
son scenes. The begin­
ning actor as well as the 
more experienced may 
join.

“In a workshop set­
ting we all start off on the

same page and learn to 
trust, work together, and 
eventually constructively 
critique our work,” Gumi­
na wrote in an e-mail to 
the Observer.

If the class unanimous­
ly agrees, it will pres­
ent scenes to friends and 
family.

The cost is $80 for six 
weeks of instruction and 
the optional performance. 
Part of cost is to the the­
atre for rental of space.

The website for the act­
ing class is www.meet- 
up.com

"W aiting for Moses," by Livonia photographer Allen 
Brooks, took Best of Show honors at the "Exposures: 
Photography 12 Art Exhibit" at Lawrence Street Gal­
lery in Ferndale. Allen is a semi-retired professional 
who creates fine art photography. In 2010 he won 
first place in color photography at the Gallery and 
was invited into the Best of the Best show. He took 
"W aiting for Moses" last summer at Greenfield Vil­
lage. See Brooks' winning photo and works by other 
photographers, noon-5 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday 
and noon-9 p.m. Thursday-Friday through April 27 
at the Gallery, 22620 Woodward Ave., south of Nine 
Mile, in Ferndale. Visit Brooks' website at Allen- 
BrooksPhoto.com.

Winning photograph

Ann A rbor

W ashtenaw Farm C ouncil G rounds 
5055 Ann A rbor/Saline Road  

Ann Arbor, M I 48126  
w w w.annarborantiquesm arket.com

Are you angry with the 
Church or with Qod?

Has Church teaching 
con fused or hurt you?

Do you believe that you 
have “outgrown” religion?

HOME
A new  6-w eek series o f  m eetings f o r  non -practicin g  

C atholics w h o  are  curious abou t d iscussing the 
p o ss ib il ity  o f  re tu rn in g  to  the C atholic  Church.

Every Wednesday at 7pm, 
from April 18th - May 23rd 

St. Michael the Archangel Church
11441 Hubbard Road, Livonia 

J u s t South o f  P lym ou th  R oad
7 3 4 - 2 6 1 - 1 4 5 5  or w w w . l i v o n i a s t m i c h a e l . o r g

Subscribing h a s f

R E W A R D

S t a r t  e n j o y i n g  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  b e i n g  F

a  s u b s c r ib e r  t o  y o u r  l o c a l  H o m e t o w n ,

O b s e r v e r  o r  E c c e n t r i c  N e w s p a p e r !

C a l l  o r  l o g  o n  t o d a y  a n d  s a v e  u p  t o  

2 5 %  a n d  r e c e i v e  a  $ 1 0  G i f t  C a r d !

C l ic k :  h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m / b e s t o f f e r  o r  c a l l :  8 6 6 .8 8 7 .2 7 3 7  

a n d  a s k  f o r  t h e  R E W A R D S  o f f e r .  h om etow n iife .com

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c  
o m e t o w n
W E E K L I E S

New subscriber only. 

Offer Expires: 6 - 3 0 - 1 2

T h e  f o l l o w in g  s u b s c r ib e r s  h a v e  w o n  a  

F R E E  4 - s q u a r e  C h e e s e  P iz z a  f r o m  B u d d y 's

in  o u r  w e e k l y  d r a w in g :
•  G erald  Tuchow •  Donna R afferty

Bloom field  H ills N orthville

•  Mr. M abie •  M ary Schroeder
Canton Plym outh

•  Steven Gabelm ann •  John  Sw italski
Farm ington H ills Redford

•  Vesta Ratiliss •  Jan e  Proctor
Garden City Sou th fie ld

•  Ed Donovan •  Carm ello Greco
South Lyon Novi

•  Robert M ager •  Patrica Taubitz
Livonia W estland

•  Theresa Duncan
M ilfo rd

mailto:info@detroi-tartistsmarket.org
mailto:info@detroi-tartistsmarket.org
http://www.decks4less.com
mailto:denn@yafioo.com
http://www.meet-up.com
http://www.meet-up.com
http://www.annarborantiquesmarket.com
http://www.livoniastmichael.org
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Taylor Alfano (left) of Livonia plays Audrey and Jason 
Wilhoite of Commerce Township is Seymour in the Farm­
ington Players' production of "Little Shop of Horrors" April 
27-May 19.

Jymi Dill and Anita Scarlett Raymond perform "Salute to 
the Great American Songbook." The show features music 
from the 1920s-60s and is set for April 14 at the Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill in Canton.

Bernadette Marcos and other youngsters paint a bust at a 
previous Festival of the Arts in Farmington Hills. The festi­
val's free "Family Day" is April 21 at the Costick Center.

Art
CITY GALLERY
Time/Date: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday, through 
April 13
Location: In the Costick 
Center, 28600 W. 11 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Unique, edgy paper 
dress creations made of 
entirely recycled materials by 
artist Matt Richmond. Rich­
mond's materials vary from 
plastic Kroger bags to Target 
holiday wrapping paper. The 
exhibit also features a wide 
array of fashion images by 
various photographers, star­
ring Richmond's designs 
Contact: (248) 473-1856
DETROIT INSTITUTE 
OF ARTS
Time/Dates: 2 p.m. Sundays 
Location: 5200 Woodward, 
Detroit
Details: Target Family 
Sundays, storytelling, perfor­
mances, free with admission 
Exhibits: Detroit Revealed: 
Photographs 2000-2010, an 
exhibit of 50 photos through 
April 8
Contact: (313) 833-7900, 
www.dia.org
FARMINGTON ART 
FOUNDATION
Time/Date: 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Thursday-Friday, April 19-20 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, 
April 21; opening reception,
6 p.m. Thursday, April 19 
Location: William M. Costick 
Activities Center, 28600 11 
Mile, Farmington Hills 
Details: Spring exhibit and 
sale; free admission 
Fam ily Day: Held in 
conjunction with the 
Foundation's exhibit and the 
community's annual Festival 
of the Arts, "Family Day" 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. April 21 
at the Costick Center will in­
clude fun for all ages includ­
ing artist demonstrations, 
creative hands-on activities 
for children, and a wide 
range of entertainment 
Contact: (248) 473-1800 
NORTHVILLE ART 
HOUSE
Time/Date: Through April 
21
Location: 215 W. Cady, 
Northville
Details: All-media, juried 
show from the Ann Arbor 
Women Artists 
Contact: (248) 344-0497 or 
e-mail to arthouseoffice® 
northvillearts.org
STARRING "THE GAL­
LERY"
Time/Date: Exhibit runs 
through April
Location: 118 W. Main St. in 
Northville
Details: "Titanic: A Cen­
tury To Remember" features 
photos by Philip Dattilo of 
Plymouth. The photographs 
depict scenes related to 
R.M.S. Titanic's inception, 
construction and the epi­
logue of its short life 
C ontact (248) 347-1642; 
www.starringthegallery.com
UNIVERSITY OF MICHI­
GAN
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Satur­
day, noon-5 p.m. Sunday, 
through May 20 
Location: University of 
Michigan Museum of Art,
525 S. State, Ann Arbor 
Details: "Fluxus and the 
Essential Questions of Life," 
includes more than 100 
works by major artists, such 
as Yoko Ono, Nam June Paik 
and George Maciunas; admis­
sion is free
Contact: (734) 764-0395

Benefit
TRINITY HOUSE THE­
ATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, 
April 20
Location: 34500 Six Mile, 
Livonia
Details: Featured perform­
ers include Jill Jack and Mark 
lannace, John Latini and 
Jamie-Sue Seal, Bill Bynum 
and Mary Seelhorst and The 
Potter's Field. All proceeds 
benefit Trinity House The­
atre. Tickets are $15 and $12 
for subscribers. All proceeds 
benefit Trinity House Theatre 
Contact: (734) 464-6302 or 
e-mail tickets@trinityhouse. 
org

* Comedy_____
GO COMEDY!
Time/Date: Various show 
times Wednesdays through 
Sundays
Location: 261 E. Nine Mile, 
Ferndale
Details: Improv most nights. 
Open mic/jam session show 
for improvisers is 10 p.m.

Wednesdays
C ontact (248) 327-0575;
gocomedy.net
JD'S HOUSE 
OF COMEDY
Time/Date: Various show 
times Wednesday-Saturday 
evenings
Location: 25333 W. 12 Mile, 
inside Star Theatre complex, 
Southfield
Details: Stand-up shows, 8 
p.m. Thursday and 8 p.m., 
10:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday; 
Apollo amateur night 8 p.m. 
Wednesday
C ontact (248) 348-2420 or 
www.ticketmaster.com
JOEY'S COMEDY 
CLUB OF LIVONIA
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Mondays, 
open Mic; 8 p.m. Tuesdays, 
Local Legends; 8 p.m. shows 
Wednesdays, Thursdays; 8 
p.m. & 10:30 p.m. Fridays, 
Saturdays
Location: 36071 Plymouth 
Road, Livonia 
Details: Mike Smith, 
through April 14; Saints N' 
Sinners, April 18-21; Michael 
Kosta, April 25-28 
C ontact (734) 261-0555, 
www.kickerscomplex.com
MARK RIDLEY'S 
COMEDY CASTLE
Time/Date: Craig Shoemak­
er, April 12-14; Paul Mercurio, 
April 19-21; John Caparulo, 
April 26-28
Location: 269 E. Fourth, 
Royal Oak
Contact: (248) 542-9900, 
www.comedycastle.com
REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 9 p.m. Friday, 
April 13
Location: Redford Theatre, 
17360 Lahser, Detroit 
Details: Kevin Smith and 
Jason Mewes, popular for 
their roles as Jay and Silent 
Bob in "Clerks," "Mallrats," 
"Dogma," "Jay and Silent 
Bob Strike Back," and "Clerks 
2," will perform live, record­
ing their comedy podcast 
"Jay and Silent Bob Get Old." 
Presented by The Crofoot, 
tickets are $45, $25, and $20 
C ontact www.thecrofood. 
com or www.redfordtheatre. 
com

Dance
CONTRA DANCE
Time/Date: Beginner instruc­
tion at 12:30 p.m.; dance 
starts at 1 p.m., Sunday, April 
22
Location: American Legion 
Hall, 31775 Grand River Ave., 
Farmington
Details: Farmington Contra 
Dance; cost is $10, $5 for 
students, with all proceeds 
benefiting a charity 
C ontact American Legion at 
(248)478-9174
MOON DUSTERS
Time/Date: 8:30-11:30 p.m. 
every Saturday; dance lessons
7-8 p.m.
Location: Livonia Civic Cen­
ter, 15218 Farmington Road, 
Livonia
Details: Singles and couples; 
free refreshments. Dance 
lessons cost $6; dance and 
lessons are $11; dance only 
is $7 for guests, $6.50 for 
associates and $6 for Moon 
Dusters members 
C ontact Joe Castrodale, club 
president, (248) 968-5197
POLKA BOOSTERS
Time/Date: Doors open at 1 
p.m.; dancing from 2-6 p.m. 
Sunday, April 22 
Location: Msgr. Hunt K of C 
Hall, 7080 Garling, Dearborn 
Heights
Details: Admission is $15 
and includes beer, wine and 
pop. Food will be avail­
able for purchase. Music 
by Squeezebox Band with 
Mollie and Ted Lange and 
Bobbie Earl
Contact: Terry at (734) 
422-1901 or Joanna at (313)

561-8389

Film
PENN THEATRE
Time/Date: "The Artist," 7 
p.m. and 9:10 p.m. Friday- 
Saturday, April 13-14 and 
4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday, 
April 15
Location: 760 Penniman 
Ave., Plymouth 
Details: "The Artist" $3 
Com ing up: "One For 
the Money," 7 p.m. Friday, 
April 20,7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Saturday, April 21, and 5 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Sunday, April 22; 
"Secret World of Arrietty," 7 
p.m. Friday, April 27; 5 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
April 28-29; "Albert Nobbs,"
7 p.m. and 9:10 p.m. Friday- 
Saturday, May 4-5 and 4:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday, May 
6; "Safe House," 7 p.m. and 
9:15 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 
May 11-12 and 4:30 p.m. and
7 p.m. Sunday, May 13 
Thursday classics: "Field 
of Dreams,"April 12; "Bull 
Durham," April 19; and "For 
the Love of the Game," April 
26. Box office opens at 6:30 
p.m., with screenings at 7 
p.m. All seats $3 
Contact: (734) 453-0870; 
www.penntheatre.com
REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Saturday, 
April 21
Location: 17360 Lahser, just 
north of Grand River Ave., in 
Detroit
Details: Mary Pickford in 
"Suds," a silent film accom­
panied live by Dave Calen- 
dine," tickets $12 for adults 
and $8 for children 12 and 
under
Com ing up: James Cagney 
double feature includes "The 
Public Enemy" and Angels 
with Dirty Faces," 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. Saturday, April 28; 
tickets $5
Contact: (313) 537-2560

Museums _
CHARLES H. WRIGHT
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday and 1-5 
p.m. Sunday
Location: 315 E. Warren 
Road, Detroit 
Details: Regular museum 
admission is $8 for adults,
13-61; and $5 for youth, 3-12, 
and seniors, 62 and over. 
Members and children 2 and 
under are admitted free. 
Exhibits: "Mixing Meta­
phors: The Aesthetic,
Social and Political in African 
American Art includes more 
than 90 works by 36 artists, 
through June 3; "Moving 
to His Own Beat - Fela: The 
Man, the Movement, the 
Music," celebrates the life 
and music of Fela Aniku- 
lapo-Kuti, through June 17; 
"The Chris Webber Collec­
tion: Exceptional People 
During Extraordinary Times, 
1755-Present," includes rare 
artifacts collected by Detroit 
native Chris Webber, through 
September; "Witness:
The Art of Jerry Pinkney," 
through Sept. 9 
C ontact (313)494-5800 
PLYMOUTH 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. 
Wednesday and Friday-Sun- 
day; current exhibit runs 
through June 17 
Location: 155 S. Main, 
Plymouth
Details: "Ration Stamps & 
Bombers, W W II at Home" is 
the current exhibit. Admis­
sion is $5 for adults and $2 
for students, 6-17 
Antique Appraisal:
Ernest DuMouchelle of 
DuMouchelle Art Galleries 
will appraise antique furni­
ture, art and small items by 
appointment only, from 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 18. No jewelry will be 
appraised. Oral evaluations 
will be given for $10 per

item; written evaluations will 
cost $15 per item. There is a 
maximum of four items to 
be appraised per 15-minute 
time slot. Call (734) 455-8940 
or sign up at http://www. 
plymouthhistory.org/events/ 
dumouchelle-evaluation- 
clinic.html.
Contact: (734) 455-8940 
U-M KELSEY MUSEUM 
OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
Time/Date: The museum is 
open 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., Tuesday- 
Friday, and 1-4 p.m., Saturday 
and Sunday; exhibit runs 
through May 6 
Location: 434 S. State, Ann 
Arbor
Details: Part II of the Kelsey 
Museum of Archaeology's 
special exhibition - "Karanis 
Revealed: Discovering the 
Past and Present of a Michi­
gan Excavation in Egypt"
- explores the story of the 
site's excavation, which was 
initiated by the University of 
Michigan in the 1920s and 
1930s
Com ing up: "Monsters 
and Myths" runs 1-3 p.m. 
Saturday, May 19. Visitors will 
learn about the mythologi­
cal beasts that inhabited the 
ancient world through activi­
ties designed especially for 
children aged 5-12, such as 
a monster hunt throughout 
the galleries, a Greek mythol­
ogy discussion, a make-your- 
own-monster workshop and 
a design-your-own-cydops 
headband session and more 
Contact: www.lsa.umich. 
edu/kelsey; (734) 764-9304

Music
THE ARK
Time/Date: Galant tu perds 
ton temps, April 12; Mr. B's 
Piano Celebration, April 14- 
15; Shape Note Singing, April 
15; The Tannahill Weavers, 
April 16; Good Old W ar and 
The Belle Brigade, April 17; 
The Guggenheim Grotto, 
April 18; Anais Mitchell and 
Cuddle Magic, April 19; Loud­
on Wainwright III, April 20; 
The Elders, April 21; James 
Hunter, April 22; Lambchop 
and Kelly Jean Caldwell, April 
23; Johnny Winter, April 25; 
Dougie MacLean, April 26; 
Horse Feathers, April 27; 
Heywood Banks, April 28; 
Caroline Herring, April 29 
Location: 316 South Main, 
Ann Arbor
Contact: (734) 763-8587; 
www.theark.org
BASELINE FOLK 
SOCIETY
Time/Date: 7-9:30 p.m. the 
third Saturday of the month; 
sign up for open mic from 
6:15-6:45 p.m.
Location: JW H Center for 
the Arts, Plymouth Com­
munity Arts Council, 774 N. 
Sheldon, Plymouth 
Details: The show includes 
open mic performances and 
a featured performer. Admis­
sion is $5. Annual member­

ships are $25 for individuals 
and $50 for families. Mem­
bers may attend monthly 
concerts free of charge. 
Contact: Mike Mullen at 
(248) 719-3464 or e-mail to 
mjmmullen@yahoo.com
JAZZ AT THE ELKS
Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. last 
Tuesday of the month 
Location: Plymouth Elks 
Lodge #1780, 41700 Ann 
Arbor Road, Plymouth 
Details: There is a $10 
donation at the door which 
includes hors d'oeuvres. Ron 
Kischuk and Friends, with 
Kischuk on trombone, Chuck 
Shermatero on keyboard, 
Marion Hayden on bass and 
Judy Cochill on vocals, per­
forms April 24. Proceeds from 
Jazz at the Elks goes toward 
special needs and disadvan­
taged children and veterans 
Contact: (734) 453-1780 or 
e-mail to plymouthelks1780@ 
yahoo.com
MICHIGAN
PHILHARMONIC
Time/Date: 7 p.m. April 30 
Location: The Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400 
Cherry Hill Road, Canton 
Details: "Celebrates the 
music and dance of China. 
Tickets are $8 adults; $4 for 
youth Contact: (734) 451- 
2112; (734) 394*5300, ext.
3; www.michiganphil.org;
www.canton-mi.org/village
theater/
PLYMOUTH COFFEE 
BEAN
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Monday, 
Friday, Saturday 
Location: 884 Penniman, 
Plymouth
Details: Open mic on Mon­
day; live music Friday-Satur­
day. Americana, folk, rock, 
pop, country and soul by solo 
singers, duos and bands 
Contact: (734) 454-0178 
PLYMOUTH ORATORIO 
SOCIETY
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, 
May 6
Location: First United 
Methodist Church, 45201 N. 
Territorial, Plymouth 
Details: The group sings 
Maurice Durufle's "Re­
quiem," and Mozart's "Ave 
Verum Corpus" and "Regina 
Coeli" at this 26th season 
concert. The Michigan Sin- 
fonietta Orchestra and Mary 
Ann Balduf, organist, joins 
the singers. Richard Ingram 
conducts. No tickets are 
needed. A free-will offering 
will betaken.
Contact: (734) 455-8353 
TRINITY HOUSE THE­
ATRE
Time/Date: Most shows start 
at 8 p.m., doors open at 7:30 
p.m.
Location: 38840 W. Six Mile, 
Livonia; Benefit concert on 
April 20 is at Trinity Church, 
34500 Six Mile, Livonia 
Details: Chris Trapper, April

13; Grievous Angel, April 14; 
Trinity House Benefit Concert 
featuring Jill Jack and Mary 
Seelhorst John Latini and 
Jamie-Sue Seal and the 
Potter's Field, April 20; Tracy 
Kash Thomas Trio, April 21; 
The Choir featuring Derri 
Daugherty and Steve Hind- 
along, April 22; Wayward 
Roots with Adam Plomaritas, 
April 27. Most shows tickets 
are $15, and $12 for subscrib­
ers. Only cash and checks are 
accepted
Contact: (734) 464-6302 
VILLAGE THEATER
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, 
April 13
Location: 50400 Cherry Hill 
Road, Canton
Details: Bob Stillman plays 
the music of John Denver 
and Dan Fogelberg. Tickets 
are $30 for adults and $26 for 
seniors and youth 
Com ing up: "Salute to the 
Great American Songbook" 
features six vocalists singing 
music from the 1920s-1960s, 
including songs from Broad­
way, Hollywood musicals 
and "Tin Pan Alley," 8 p.m. 
Saturday, April 14. Tickets are 
$20 with a $5 discount for 
seniors, youth 14 and under 
and groups of 15 or more. 
Buy tickets at the box office, 
online or by phone 
Contact: (734) 394-5460; 
www.cantonvillagetheater. 
org
VIVACE MUSIC SERIES
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Saturday, 
April 21
Location: The Birmingham 
Temple, 28611 12 Mile, 
between Inkster Road and 
Middlebelt, Farmington Hills 
Details: University of Michi­
gan Gilbert and Sullivan Soci­
ety perform songs and scenes 
from Gilbert and Sullivan 
favorites, such as "The Mi­
kado," "Pirates of Penzance" 
and "HMS Pinafore." Tickets 
are $23 general admission 
and $20 for seniors 
C ontact Joyce Cheresh 
at (248) 788-9338) or Ann 
Sipher at (248) 661-1348

Something 
d if fe re n t___
DETROIT ZOO
Time/Date: 10a.rn.-4p.rn. 
daily
Location: I-696 service drive 
and Woodward, Royal Oak 
Details; Admission is $11 for 
adults 15 to 61, $9 for senior 
citizens 62 and older, and 
$7 for children ages 2 to 14; 
children under 2 are free 
Exhibit: The Wildlife Pho­
tographer of the Year exhibit 
runs through June 17 and 
includes 108 photographs 
chosen from more than
40,000 entries by aspiring 
amateurs and established 
professional photographers; 
free with Zoo admission 
Coming up: Senior citizens, 
age 62 and older, who live 
in Macomb, Oakland and 
Wayne counties and one 
caregiver each will be admit­
ted to the zoo for free from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 25. They'll also receive 
complimentary parking. Se­
nior Day will feature live mu­
sic, tractor train tours, bingo 
and a senior resource area. 
The day's activities will also 
include animal enrichment 
activities and zookeeper talks 
highlighting some of the 
Zoo's senior animal residents 
Contact: (248)541-5717

Theater _
FARMINGTON HILLS 
YOUTH THEATRE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday- 
Friday, April 26-27 and 1 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
April 28-29
Location: The Costick 
Center, 28600 W. 11 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: "The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz" features more 
than 170 children in two 
casts. Tickets are $10; children 
3 and under are admitted 
without charge 
Contact: (877) 785-7763; 
httpsV/recreg .fhgove.com
FARMINGTON PLAYERS
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday-Sat­
urday, April 27-28 and May
11-12 and Thursday-Satur- 
day, May 3-5 and May 17-19; 
and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 6 
and 13
Location: Farmington Play­
ers Barn, 32332 W. 12 Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Details: "Little Shop of Hor­
rors" mixes rock, doo-wop 
and early Motown music with 
a campy and macabre script. 
Tickets are $18. Students get 
$2 off any performance. Get 
$2 off on "Thrifty Thursday," 
May 3 and 17 
Contact: (248) 553-2955; 
farmingtonplayers.org

http://www.dia.org
http://www.starringthegallery.com
http://www.ticketmaster.com
http://www.kickerscomplex.com
http://www.comedycastle.com
http://www.thecrofood
http://www.redfordtheatre
http://www.penntheatre.com
http://www
http://www.lsa.umich
http://www.theark.org
mailto:mjmmullen@yahoo.com
http://www.michiganphil.org
http://www.canton-mi.org/village
http://www.cantonvillagetheater
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Em a g in e  T h e a tre  i 
m o v ie  pass fo r  th e  

1 s t 10 0  seniors!
9  a . m .  t o  2  p . m .

S c h o o l c r a f t  C o l l e g e  
L i v o n i a  C a m p u s
V i s  T a T e c h  C e n t e r  -  H a g g e r t y  R d .  

b e t w e e n  6  a n d  7  M i l e  R o a d s

0  Prizes
O Free Admission
0  Morning Refreshments
1 Free Parking

W o r k s h o p s

■ Medicare 101 ■  Long Term Care Insurance
Area Agency on Aging IB Richmond Financial

■  Oral Health is Overall Health
Comfort Dental Spa ■  Estate Planning

■ Long Term Retirement Planning: Gaggos Law
How to Ensure Your Finances Will Last 30 
Years Into Retirement
Rick Bloom

■ The Effects of Aging on Hearing
Fluke Hearing Instruments

Medical Fraud
Senior Alliance

■  How to Get a Better Night Sleep
Manogian Manor

■  Diabetic Care
Garden City Hospital

■  Fall Prevention 
The Recovery Project

H Savvy Social Security Planning
AFS Wealth Management

■  Assessing Quality Home Care 
Services
Affordable Home Care

■  Is Grief Really Good, Charlie 
Brown?
Angela Hospice

■  Ways to Manage Back and 
Neck Pain
Health Quest

F i t n e s s  D e m o n s t r a t i o n s

■ Zumba Gold
Schoolcraft College

The ABC of Conservative 
Investing
Bouchey and Moore, Associates

■  Strength Training for 
Seniors/Fit as a Fiddle
Schoolcraft College

Healthy Eating for Healthy 
Aging
Priority Health

■  Chair Yoga
Schoolcraft College

s  l o o k in

Comfort Dentals,

Workshops & Demonstrations

I n t e r e s t e d  i n  

B e i n g  a  S p o n s o r ?

For more information please contact;

Choya Jordan 
313.222.2414 
Fax: 313.496.5305
e m a il : c b jo r d a n @ h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o r n

Presented by:
hometownlife.com

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c

H o m e t o w n
W E E K L I E S

A GANNETT COMPANY

S c h o o l c r a f t

C o l l e g e C E N T E R
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Fresh and Fun R E C I P E S

♦

♦

♦

Rachael R ay ’s 
FreshOver 

Recipe G u ide  
offers delic ious, 

health ier meal options

T o help families transform ordinary meals into 
fresher versions that the whole family will 
feel good about eating, Ziploc Brand has part­
nered with best-selling author and TV person­

ality Rachael Ray to bring healthier food choices to 
tables with the Great American FreshOver Project, a 
fresh food makeover made easy.

Ray is an expert at creating quick meals. She aims to 
motivate families to swap their traditional recipes for 
versions that contain healthier ingredients and taste 
just as good.

“According to a Ziploc Fresh Eating Survey, 72 per­
cent of Americans feel like a good parent when their 
family eats fresh food, but only 47 percent eat fresh 
foods on a daily basis. To make eating fresh easier, Zip­
loc and I are sharing recipes and tips on how to incor­
porate fresh ingredients into favorites like pizza and 
mac ’n cheese,” Ray said. “Anyone can get started on 
their FreshOver Projects in their own kitchen.”

For more recipes from the Ziploc Brand and Rachael 
Ray, visit the Ziploc Brand Facebook Page at www. 
facebook.com/ziploc.

B rocco li and C au liflow er  
G ratin M ac ’n C h eese
Y ie ld :  6 s e r v in g s  
P r e p  T im e : 20  m in u te s  
C o o k  T im e : 1 h o u r

1 small head or bundle broccoli, trimmed 
into florets
1 small head cauliflower or half a large 
head, trimmed and cut into florets
1 pound whole-wheat macaroni or penne 
or other short cut pasta
2 cups sour cream or reduced-fat sour 
cream
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 
'/> cup finely chopped chives
2 cloves garlic, peeled and grated or 
crushed into paste
A few drops hot sauce 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
2'/ cups grated extra-sharp Cheddar 
Bring large pot of water 

to a boil over medium heat.
Salt water and add broccoli 
and cauliflower florets. Boil 
vegetables for 5 minutes, then 
remove with a spider or a 
strainer and drain.

Add pasta to water and 
undercook by about 2 minutes, 
drain.

Meanwhile, combine sour 
cream in large bowl along with 
mustard, chives, garlic, hot 
sauce, salt and pepper, to taste.

Add pasta and cauliflower 
and % of the cheese. Stir to 
combine, then transfer to a 
casserole dish or Ziploc Ver- 
saGlass container and cover 
with remaining cheese. Cool 
and chill for a make-ahead 
meal.

To heat and eat, put casse­
role on baking sheet and bake 
in the middle of a preheated 
375°F oven until deeply golden 
and bubbly, about 40 to 45 min­
utes.

Tip: Make a double batch 
and freeze for a later date.

Stretch  a B u ck  T urkey  
and B ean  B urrito  
B u rgers
Y ie ld :  4 s e r v in g s  
P r e p  T im e : 2 0  m in u te s  
C o o k  T im e : 16 m in u te s

1 cup cold leftover white or brown rice 
1 pound ground turkey 
1 (15-ounce) can pinto beans, rinsed 
and drained 
Palmful chili powder 
1i  teaspoons cumin, half a palmful 
1'/ teaspoons coriander, half a palmful 
1 tablespoon grill seasoning, (recom 
mended: Montreal Seasoning by McCor 
mick)
1 tablespoon canola oil 
1 ripe avocado
1 clove garlic, grated or finely chopped 
1 lime, zested and juiced 
1 jalapeno or serrano pepper, seeded 
and finely chopped 

small red onion, finely chopped 
'k cup sour cream 
4 red leaf lettuce leaves 
1 ripe tomato, sliced 
4 crusty rolls, split 
Combine rice, m eat and 

beans with spices and grill 
seasoning. Form 4 big pat­
ties, then heat 1 tablespoon 
oil (a tu rn  of the pan) in a 
large skillet over medium- 
high heat.

Cook patties 7 to 8 min­
utes on each side.

While burgers cook, com­
bine avocado with garlic, 
lime zest and juice, jalapeno 
and red  onion.

Mash to roughly combine, 
then s tir  in the sour cream.

Place burgers on buns 
with lettuce and tomato, and 
top with sour cream  guaca- 
mole.

Tip: To keep leftovers 
fresh, store in reusable dish­
es like Ziploc Twist n’ Loc 
Containers.

T he O nly P izza  
You’ll E ver  Want A gain
Y ie ld :  4 s e r v in g s  
P r e p  T im e : 15 m in u te s  
C o o k  T im e : 2 0  m in u te s

Crust
1 16-ounce package pizza dough, brought 
to room temperature
2 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil
2 tablespoons grated Parmigiano-Reggiano 
Toppings
'/> pound broccoli from trimmed broccoli bin 
in produce section, '/> head 
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil,
1 turn of the pan
3 cloves cracked garlic
\  pound chicken breast cut for stir fry, or 
chicken tenders
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
1 cup part skim ricotta cheese 
10 sun dried tomatoes in oil, drained and 
sliced
1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese, available 
on dairy aisle
12 to 15 leaves fresh basil, torn or stacked 
and thinly sliced
Preheat oven to 500°F.
On 12-inch nonstick pizza pan, 

stretch out dough and form pizza 
crust. Drizzle olive oil on crust and 
spread it with a pastry  brush over the 
dough to the edges.

Sprinkle crust with grated Parm i­
giano-Reggiano.

In a small covered saucepan, bring 
2 inches water to a boil. Separate broc­
coli tops into florets, discarding lower 
stalks or reserving for soup. Salt 
water and add broccoli florets. Cook, 
covered, 3 to 5 minutes. D rain broccoli 
and set on cutting board. Chop broc­
coli florets into small pieces.

Heat a small nonstick pan over 
medium high to high heat. Add oil, 
cracked garlic and chicken. Season 
with salt and pepper.

Brown chicken until lightly golden 
all over, 3 to 5 minutes.

Chop sauteed chicken and garlic on 
a cutting board into small pieces.

To assemble pizza, dot crust with 
broccoli and chicken. Dot crust with 
spoonfuls of ricotta, spreading gently 
with the back of spoon. Add sliced 
sun-dried tomatoes, scattering around 
pizza to edges. Complete assembly 
with a thin layer of shredded mozza­
rella.

Place pizza in oven on middle rack 
and lower heat to 450°F.

Bake 12 minutes, until cheese is 
deep golden in color and crust is 
brown and crisp at the edges.

Remove from oven and let stand 
5 minutes. Top with lots of torn or 
shredded basil.

Cut pizza into 8 slices using pizza 
wheel and serve.

Tip: Put an individual serving size 
of chicken in Ziploc Brand Perfect 
Portions Bags right afte r purchasing 
and freeze in a Ziploc Brand Freezer 
Bag. That way you don’t have to 
defrost more chicken than you need 
for a meal.

—  C ourtesy F am ily  F eatures

♦
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Springtime Bonnets Spring S'Mores Bars

F rom Snicker- 
doodles to clas­
sic chocolate chip, 
cookies are the go­

to dessert for all occasions. 
Following are simple tips 
and tricks to make the per­
fect batch of cookies every 
time.

• Build a great founda­
tion of basics. That means 
using high quality but­
ter, large eggs and pure 
extracts. This will help 
make runny or lumpy bat­
ter a thing of the past. As 
for bake ware essentials, 
rimless light-colored bak­
ing sheets produce golden 
cookie bottoms and cookie 
scoops make picture per­
fect batches.

• Go nutty. To add extra 
crunch to nuts, try toast­
ing them first to bring out 
their natural flavor and 
aroma. Stir small amounts 
over medium heat until 
fragrant, or for larg­
er quantities place the 
nuts in a single layer on a 
rimmed baking sheet and 
bake at 350 degrees for 
10-15 minutes. Cool, chop, 
enjoy.

• Gift and share the 
love. Send travel-ready 
bar cookies, tea cakes 
and biscotti to loved ones 
who live afar. Wrap cook­
ies with plastic wrap or 
wax paper before plac­
ing in resealable baggies 
to secure contents during 
shipping. Use a sturdy box 
packed with cushion filler 
and wait for that excited 
“thank you” phone call.

• Bake your own choco­
late chip cookies. For soft 
and cakey cookies, use 
% cup butter and reduce 
brown sugar to 'k cup. For 
thinner, crispy cookies, 
increase butter to l ‘A cups 
and sugar to l ‘A cups. For 
a richer taste, try substi­
tuting Nestle Toil House 
Dark Chocolate Morsels 
made with 53 percent 
cacao real dark chocolate 
for the traditional semi­
sweet morsels.

For more baking inspira­
tion, and to become a Very 
Best Baker, visit www. 
VeryBestBaking.com

U ltim ate  C hocolate  
C hocolate Chip 
C ookies
M a k e s  4 8  c o o k ie s

4 cups (two 12-ounce pack 
ages) Nestle Toll House 
Semi-Sweet Chocolate Morsels, 
divided
2 /f cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) butter or marga 
rine, softened 
1 cup packed brown sugar 
If cup granulated sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3 large eggs
Preheat oven to 375°F. 
Melt 2 cups morsels in 

small, heavy-duty sauce­
pan over low heat; stir 
until smooth. Remove 
from heat.

Combine flour, bak­
ing soda and salt in medi­
um bowl. Beat but­
ter, brown sugar, gran­
ulated sugar and vanil­
la extract in large mix­
er bowl. Add eggs, one at 
a time, beating well after 
each addition. Beat in 
melted chocolate. Grad­
ually beat in flour mix­
ture. Stir in remaining 2 
cups morsels. Drop by 
rounded tablespoon onto 
ungreased baking sheets.

Bake for 8 to 9 min­
utes or until cookies 
are puffed. Cool on bak­
ing sheets for 2 minutes; 
remove to wire racks to 
cool completely.

S p rin gtim e B on n ets
24 B o n n e ts

1 package (16.5 ounces) Nestle 
Toll House Refrigerated Choco 
late Chip Cookie Bar Dough 
1 container (12 ounce) prepared 
whipped white frosting 
Food coloring
6 to 8 pieces Wonka Laffy Taffy, 
any flavor
12 large marshmallows, cut in 
half
Toll House Limited Edition Pink & 

Yellow Mixed Mini Morsel Toppers, 
assorted sprinkles and/or sugars 

Prepare cookies as 
directed on package. 
Cool completely.

Divide frosting into 
smaller bowls. Tint

frosting to desired 
shades with food color­
ing.

To make Bonnet 
bands, gently stretch and 
mold each piece of Laffy 
Taffy into a 6- by 1-inch 
rectangle. A rolling pin 
can be used to flatten 
if easier. With knife or 
kitchen scissors, cut into 
'A-inch bands. Keep cov­
ered to keep bands from 
drying out.

Spread frosting over 
cookies. Place a half 
marshmallow in the 
center of each frosted 
cookie. Spread tops and 
side of marshmallows 
with frosting, if desired. 
Wrap Laffy Taffy band 
around base of hats; 
gently pinch or twist 
band close to hat base. 
Sprinkle bonnets with 
sprinkles, sugars and/or 
Toppers.

Note: Wonka Nerds 
Rope cut into 4-inch 
pieces can also be used 
for the hat bands.

Good-For-You Choc- 
Oat-Chip C ookies
Y ie ld s  4 8  c o o k ie s

13A cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
If teaspoon ground cinnamon
If teaspoon salt
1/4 cups packed dark brown
sugar
If cup granulated sugar
If cup margarine
If cup unsweetened applesauce
2 large egg whites
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
2lf cups quick or old-fashioned 
oats
If cup chopped nuts
2 cups (12-ounce package) 
Nestle Toll House Semi-Sweet 
Chocolate Morsels 
Preheat oven to 375°

F. Grease baking sheets.
Combine flour, bak­

ing soda, cinnamon 
and salt in small bowl. 
Beat brown sugar, 
granulated sugar, m ar­
garine and applesauce 
in large mixer bowl 
until smooth. Beat in 
egg whites and vanilla 
extract. Gradually beat 
in flour mixture. Stir

in oats, morsels and 
nuts; mix well. Drop by 
rounded tablespoon onto 
prepared baking sheets.

Bake for 9 to 10 min­
utes for chewy cook­
ies or 12 to 13 minutes 
for crisp cookies. Cool 
on baking sheets for 
2 minutes; remove to 
wire racks to cool com­
pletely.

Spring S’M ores  
B ars
Y ie ld s  16 b a rs

If cup heavy whipping cream 
1/4 cups (11.5-ounce package) 
Nestle Toll House Milk Chocolate 
Morsels
3If cups miniature colored 
marshmallows
7lf ounces chocolate-covered 
graham crackers, broken into 
bite-size pieces
Line a 9-inch-square baking pan 
with heavy-duty foil.
Heat cream  in a 

medium saucepan over 
medium-high heat for 
1 to 2 minutes or until 
bubbles appear around 
edges. Remove from 
heat. Add morsels; stir 
until smooth. Cool, s tir­
ring occasionally, for 
10 to 12 minutes. Add 
marshmallows; stir 
to coat. Gently stir in 
graham  cracker pieces 
until combined.

Spread m ixture into 
prepared pan; press 
down lightly. R efriger­
ate for 2 hours or until 
firm. Cut into bars.

P ud din g Chip 
C ookies
Y ie ld s :  24 c o o k ie s

1 cup all-purpose flour 
1 package (4 serving size) 
instant vanilla, butterscotch or 
chocolate pudding mix 
If cup (1 stick) butter, softened 
If cup packed brown sugar 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 large egg
1 large egg white
2 cups (12-ounce package) 
Nestle Toll House Semi-Sweet 
Chocolate Mini Morsels 
Preheat oven to 350°

F.
Combine flour and

pudding mix in small 
bowl. Beat butter in 
large m ixing bowl on 
medium to high speed 
for 30 seconds. Beat 
in brown sugar and 
baking soda until well 
combined. Beat in egg 
and egg white. Gradu­
ally beat in flour mix­
ture. Stir in morsels. 
Drop dough by rounded 
teaspoon 2 inches apart 
onto ungreased baking 
sheets.

Bake for 10 to 12 
minutes or until set. 
Cool on baking sheets 2 
to 3 minutes; remove to 
wire racks to cool com­
pletely.

E a sy  S p rin gtim e  
Sugar C ookies
Y ie ld s :  24  c o o k ie s

1 package (16.5 ounces) Nestle 
Toll House Refrigerated Sugar 
Cookie Bar Dough, well chilled 
All-purpose flour 
1 cup prepared frosting tinted 
to desired color or Easy 
Cookie Icing (Recipe Follows) 
Nestle Toll House Pink & Yellow 
Mixed Mini Morsel Toppers 
Preheat oven to 325° 

F.
Sprinkle flour onto 

work surface. Roll out 
dough to 14-inch thick­
ness, using additional 
flour as needed to pre­
vent sticking. Cut into 
desired shapes with 
2‘A-inch cookie cut­
ter. Transfer cookies 
to ungreased cookie 
sheets with spatula.

Bake for 10 to 12 min­
utes or until light brown 
around edges. Smaller 
cutters and sharp edges 
tend to produce darker 
cookies. Cool On baking 
sheets for 2 minutes; 
remove to wire racks to 
cool completely. Frost 
and sprinkle with Top­
pers.

For Easy Cookie 
Icing: Combine 1 cup 
sifted powdered sugar,
1 tablespoon milk and 
‘A teaspoon vanilla 
extract in small bowl. 
Stir in additional milk, 
a teaspoon at a time,

until desired consis­
tency. For colored icing, 
tint with food coloring.

P eanut B u tter  & 
C hocolate Cookie  
Cups
Y ie ld s :  3 6  c o o k ie  c u p s

% cup (f t  sticks) butter or mar 
garine, softened 
If cup granulated sugar 
11f cups all-purpose flour 
f t  cups (11-ounce package) 
Nestle Toll House Peanut But 
ter & Milk Chocolate Morsels, 
divided 
2 large eggs
1 can (14 ounce) sweetened 
condensed milk 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
Preheat oven to 350° 

F. Heavily grease 36 
mini-muffin cups.

Beat butter and 
sugar in small m ixer 
bowl until creamy.
Add flour; beat until 
m ixture is evenly 
moist and crumbly.
Roll rounded teaspoon 
dough into ball; press 
onto bottom and half­
way up side of muf­
fin cup. Repeat with 
rem aining dough. Place 
5 morsels in each cup.

Beat eggs in medium 
bowl with wire whisk. 
S tir in sweetened 
condensed milk and 
vanilla extract. Spoon 
into muffin cups, fill­
ing almost to the top of 
each cup.

Bake for 15 to 18 
m inutes or until cen­
ters are  puffed and 
edges are  just begin­
ning to brown. Remove 
from oven to wire 
racks. Gently run  knife 
around edges of cook­
ies. Let centers flat­
ten. While still warm, 
top cookies with half 
of rem aining morsels 
(they will soften and 
retain  their shape). 
Repeat with rem aining 
morsels. Cool com­
pletely in pan on wire 
rack. With tip of knife, 
release cookies from 
cups.

C ourtesy F am ily F eatures
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‘ H o u s e  H u n t e r s ’  i n  P l y m o u t h

This is the Plymouth home the couple chose.

By  Nancy Austin
Guest Columnist

When Rob Goren and 
his girlfriend, Aman­
da, decided to move in 
together, they decided that buy­

ing a house was the right thing 
to do. Questions, of course, 
came up as to where they were 
going to purchase the property.

Rob grew up in Birmingham, 
but four years ago he landed a 
job in Aim Arbor where he has 
lived the last four years. Aman­
da spent most of her life in Livo­

nia, and then 
moved to South 
Lyon. She has 
always liked 
downtown Plym­
outh and Rob 
has always pre­
ferred the 
charm of a 
quaint town. 
Both agreed that 
wherever they 

lived, that the city should be 
“walkable.” The decision was to 
look at homes both in Ann Arbor 
and Plymouth.

After looking extensively in 
Ann Arbor, Rob and Amanda 
ruled out Ann Arbor and decid­
ed to concentrate their efforts 
on the Plymouth community. 
They felt the Ann Arbor mar­
ket was saturated with rent­
als and preferred something 
more stable. They liked Plym­
outh with its quaintness and old- 
world charm. They could walk 
to restaurants downtown, enjoy 
the ice festival and other ame­
nities the city has to offer. Rob 
liked old homes. Amanda want­
ed to be sure the old home they 
selected would have updates.

And then they had an idea! 
“Amanda is a huge fan of 
HGTV,” stated Rob. “She intro­
duced me to House Hunters 
and we decided to apply.” They 
thought they had a good chance 
at being accepted as their sto­

ry “was more interesting than 
many.” They already had their 
Realtor, Eva Goren, who also 
happens to be Rob’s mother, a 
Realtor with Hall and Hunter in 
Birmingham.

Eva agreed to do a video 
which they submitted on line 
to House Hunters, a program 
featuring individuals and cou­
ples who are planning to pur­
chase a home. “It was an “ama­
teur” video,” she said “and not 
very long.” She introduced Rob 
and Amanda, who stated what 
they were looking for in a house 
and why they wanted to be a 
part of House Hunters. Within a 
few weeks, HGTV called saying 
they accepted Rob and Amanda 
to be on the program. In approx­
imately five weeks, they began 
filming.

“They were a good crew and 
very professional,” stated Eva. 
“It was nice we could be spon­
taneous. But if we weren’t, they 
helped us get back on track.” 
The crew consisted of the pro­
ducer, sound person and the 
camera man. Filming took 
an entire day from 9 a.m. to 
approximately 6 p.m. each day

for each of the three houses 
you see in the episode. Goren 
explained that another day was 
devoted to filming Rob and 
Amanda in and around Plym­
outh to give the feel of the area.

When explaining what the 
process of filming was like,
Rob Goren said, “It was excit­
ing and it was “a journey with 
its ups and downs.” The big­
gest problem was, he said, as so 
many buyers find today, a lack 
of inventory. They had looked 
online and had been in open 
houses and kept encounter­
ing obstacles. For example, one 
house was touted to have a half­
bath, but in reality it was a com­
mode in the basement. After 
a lengthy search, they found 
two houses that fit their crite­
ria. One was at the north end 
of Plymouth and is an old 1922 
farm house completely remod­
eled in 2005. Amanda described 
the master suite as awesome.

However, they chose the sec­
ond house that appears in the 
episode. It was closer to down­
town Plymouth, had many 
updates and was within their 
budget. They wasted no time

This house on Junction in Plym­
outh was one the couple looked 
at but vetoed.

in making an offer to the sell­
ers the same day they viewed it. 
Their offer was accepted.

“The one we selected has 
an open floor plan and many 
updates,” Goren stated.

“A sun room had been added 
and the kitchen was remodeled. 
Amanda and I updated the fire­
place by replacing the surround 
with granite and changing it to 
a gas fireplace.” He continued, 
“That’s really all we have had 
to do.”

The one major problem they 
encountered was that the sofa 
they purchased earlier was 
too large. They had to re-order 
and it will arrive this spring 
some time. Rob and Amanda 
have been happily settled into 
their Plymouth home since last 
November.

Goren said HGTV has filmed 
other episodes in metro Detroit 
such as Birmingham and Fern- 
dale. “They like the quaint Mid­
west cities.”

Seniors-Real Estate SpeciaIist/Realtor 
Nancy Austin  is with Keller W il­
liams Realty.

Nancy Austin

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE
These are the area residential real 
estate closings recorded the week 
of Jan. 4-6, 2012, at the Wayne 
County Register of Deeds office. 
Listed below are cities, addresses, 
and sales prices.

CANTON
41552 PineridgeC t $115,000

Garden City
32136 Jam es St $106,000
32600 W indsor St $47,000

LIVONIA
38630 Ann A rbor Trl $145,000
11325 Ingram  St $148,000
29811 Lam ar Ln $126,000
18425 Pershing St $92,000
16077 Swathm ore Ln $180,000

NORTHVILLE
19527 Dartm outh PI $57,000

19527 Dartm outh PI $57,000
336 Linden St $100,000
47503 M anorw ood Dr $520,000
405 Randolph St $120,000
19235 Surrey Ln $60,000

PLYMOUTH
232 Blunk St $235,000
51364 Plym outh Lake Dr $480,000
9360 Saddlebrook Ct $326,000
9380 Saddlebrook Ct $61,000

REDFORD

11422 Beech Daly Rd $30,000
14228 Breakfast Dr $123,000
20501 Centralia $13,000
17693 Denby $61,000
26780 Jo y  Rd # G5 $16,000

W ESTLAND
8073 Coventry St $20,000
767 Denice St $61,000
33666 Hazelwood St $105,000
1424 S Karle St $17,000

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-OAKLAND
These are the area residential 
real estate closings recorded the 
week of Dec. 19-23, 2011, at the 
Oakland County Register of Deeds 
office. Listed below are cities, ad­
dresses, and sales prices.

BEVERLY HILLS
17840 Beverly Rd • $200,000
31754 Nixon St $165,000

BIRM INGHAM
791 Davis Ave $454,000
330 Ferndale Ave $718,000
557 N Eton St $82,000
571 N Old W oodw ard Ave $130,000 
1045 N Old W oodw ard Ave $140,000 
538 Pleasant St $395,000
1270 Puritan Ave $450,000
592 W  Frank St $335,000
1937 Pine Ridge Ln $240,000

BLO O M FIELD  HILLS 
2320 Klingensm ith Rd $45,000

BLOOM FIELD  TO W NSH IP 
1075 Autum n Ln $350,000
1936 Klingensm ith Rd $55,000

7120 Lahser Rd $50,000 21135 Ontaga St $157,000 61106 Greenwood Dr $41,000
3995 Lakeland Ln $450,000 25237 Rutledge Xing $227,000 60728 M arjorie Ann St $118,000
3150 M iddlebury Ln $280,000 31716 Stam an Cir $175,000 25315 Stanley Ln $40,000
300 N Cranbrooic Rd $522,000 20910 Sunnydale St $25,000 52895 W illow brook Dr $61,000
635 O verhill Rd $930,000 22025 Tredwell Ave $86,000 SOUTHFIELD
1245 Robson Ln $175,000 29989 W  11 M ile Rd $105,000 29814 Chelmsford Rd $28,000
4320 S W illo w ay Estates Ct $310,000 25515 Wessex St $145,000 28250 E Larkm oor Dr $115,000
6796 Vachon Dr $288,000 LATHRUP VILLAGE 28039 Everett St $25,000
42160 W oodw ard Ave $87,000 17395 W iltsh ire Blvd $109,000 25918 Franklin Pointe Dr $36,000

COM M ERCE TOW NSHIP M ILFORD 26348 Franklin Pointe Dr $50,000
2232 Brigantine $40,000 703 A tlantic St $154,000 28610 Inkster Rd $105,000
2284 Brigantine $40,000 1370 Oak Hollow  Dr $460,000 20714 M ada Ave $65,000
8792 Buffalo  Dr $120,000 1028 S M ain St $100,000 20461 Secluded Ln $80,000
2688 Ivy Hill Dr $233,000 706 S M ilford Rd $71,000 30204 Southfield  Rd # A124 $8,000
5350 Riverw alk Trl $235,000 3100 Sands Ct $65,000 27650 Spring A rbor Dr $58,000

FARMINGTON 634 Sw eetbriar $77,000 23029 Twining Dr $93,000
22840 Farm ington Rd $120,000 1310 Yellow stone Valley Dr $233,000 W H ITE LAKE
23300 H illv iew C t $263,000 NOVI 9964 Cedar Island Rd $70,000

FARMINGTON HILLS 27603 Belgrave PI $45,000 8856 Charbane St $120,000
27336 Arden Park Cir $108,000 24925 Hadlock Dr $649,000 508 Concord Dr $213,000
32800 Cadillac St $229,000 22329 M iller Rd $153,000 8917 G lasgow Dr $107,000
35836 Fredericksburg Rd $194,000 24325 M yrtle Ct $320,000 2960 Lynn Dr $130,000
29630 Green Acres $188,000 24659 Nepavine $546,000 9063 Rhyan Rd $98,000
35928 Johnstow n Rd $235,000 41786 Prim rose Dr $110,000 480 Union Lake Rd $146,000
28566 Kendallw ood Dr $147,000 SOUTH LYON
28422 Kirkside Ln $164,000 25455 Collingwood Dr $30,000
29883 M uirland Dr $180,000 230 Eagle Crest Dr $197,000

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS
S h o rt Sale S em inar: Is 
I t  fo r  M e?

Come with your questions to 
a Free Seminar and learn about 
what a short sale is and the differ­
ent alternatives available. Explore 
your options with a professional 
resource panel. Buyers looking 
to learn about short sales also 
welcome.

Wednesday, April 25, at 
Livonia Public Library, 32777 
Five Mile.

Call Sheila Roma, (248) 760- 
6785, or Debbi McLaughlin, (248) 
561-0077, by Friday, April 20, to 
reserve a spot.

Sponsored by Keller Williams 
Realtors.

Real E sta te  Career 
S em ina r

Learn about the $50,000 
income guarantee Thursday,

April 19, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Keller Williams Realty 40600 
Ann Arbor Road, Suite 100, 
Plymouth.

For more information, contact: 
Mike Workman at (734) 459- 
4700 or mworkman@kw.com.

O akland  In ve s to rs
“How lb  Buy Homes at Auc­

tion” featuring Andy Meisner 
(Oakland County Treasurer’s 
office), Pamela Rose (gener­
ic auctions) and Darrell Sanders 
(buying HUD properties) pre­
sented at the regular meeting of 
the Real Estate Investors Asso­
ciation of Oakland on Thurs­
day, April 12,5:30-9:30 p.m. at 
Club Venetian, 29310 John R.
Rd, north of 12 Mile, Madison 
Heights. Seminar free to mem­
bers. $20 nonmembers, www. 
REIAofOAKLAND.com; (800) 
747-6742.

S em ina r o n  Tuesdays
A free Reverse Mortgage Sem­

inar is 6:30 p.m. every Tues­
day at Colonial Mortgage Corp., 
33919 Plymouth Road, Livonia. 
No obligation.

Learn about reverse mortgag­
es. RSVP with Larry Brady at 
(800) 260-5484, Ext. 33.

Free Foreclosure Tours
Free Foreclosure Tours are 1 

p.m. every other Sunday. Meet­
ing place is Panera Bread on the 
southeast corner of Middlebelt 
and 1-96. E-mail Georgia@add- 
edvaluerealty.com or visit Free- 
ForeclosureTour.com.

On Facebook
RE/MAX has launched a 

new Facebook page for cus­
tomers and the public to get 
direct answers for their real 
estate questions from RE/MAX

experts. The new site is a chance 
for the public to ASKREMAX 
and get clear, expert answers in 
real time.

Visit www.facebook.com/ 
ASKREMAX.

Finance S em ina r
Learn how to finance your 

purchase and rehab projects in 
and around Detroit. Hear from 
an expert in the lending busi­
ness, Trent Dalrymple, who has 
more than 25 years of experi­
ence. Real estate and invest­
ment professionals are welcome. 
Seating is limited so call (248) 
547-3006, or sign up at www. 
metro-mi.com. These free one- 
hour seminars will be 6-7 p.m. 
on the first and third Thursday 
of the month at Metro Mortgage 
Investments, 26711 Woodward 
Ave., Suite 301, Huntington 
Woods.

R e - l e t  

s t a n d a r d  

f a c t o r  n o t  

o n e r o u s
By  Robert M eisner

Guest Co lum nist

Q: I am a landlord in a 
shopping center and a lease 
provision provided that if the 
tenant defaults, I am under an 
affirmative duty to mitigate 
my damages. I have attempted 
to re-let the premises, posting 
For Rent signs, circulating 
a data sheet to brokers and 
making calls to advise that 
the premises are available. 
Several people have inquired, 
but in one situation, I declined 
to go forward because of an 
exclusivity provision in a lease 
with another tenant. Do I 
have a potential problem?

A: I would say not 
necessarily based upon 
the fact that court’s 
generally agree that a 

landlord in 
mitigating 
damages 
is not 
required 
to re-let 
to any 
willing 
tenant. 
Instead, 
all the 
duty

requires is reasonable 
diligence. Requiring a 
landlord to enter into a 
lease that would breach 
a lease with another 
existing tenant is 
unreasonable.

Q: In recent years I 
have heard of Community 
Association groups that 
are asserting a greater 
role in decision making for 
development projects. What 
can you tell me about that?

A: These Community 
Association groups 
en te r into what is 
called Community 
Benefits A greem ents 
(CBAs) which are 
typically  agreem ents 
betw een a p ro jec t 
developer and 
nonprofit com m unity 
groups or local 
governm ents in 
which the developer 
prom ises various 
social and economic 
benefits (example: 
local hiring, 
financial grants, 
affordable  housing) 
in exchange for 
explicit com m itm ents 
and support for 
the pro ject. These 
agreem ents are  
desirab le because 
they facilita te  the 
p ro jec t approval 
process by giving 
the com m unity a 
voice in the process 
so as to ensure 
socially responsible 
developm ent. They 
also often enable a 
developer to com plete 
a p ro jec t efficiently 
and generate  a wide 
range of com m unity 
benefits. However, 
th ere  is always the 
issue of com m unity 
groups conditioning 
th e ir  support 
of developm ent • 
p ro jec ts on m atters  
unrela ted  to the 
s ta tu to ry  c rite ria  for 
developm ent perm its 
or to environm ental or 
land use im pact which 
m ust be considered.

Robert M. Meisner is a
lawyer and author of 
Condominium Operation: 
Getting Started & Staying 
on the Right Track, second 
edition, available for $9.95 
plus $ 1 shipping/handling. 
He also wrote Condo 
Living: A Survival Guide 
to Buying, Owning and 

' Selling a Condominium, 
.available for $24.95 plus 
$5 shipping/ handling.
Call (248) 644-4433 or 
visit bmeisner@meisner-as- 
sociates.com. This column 
shouldn't be construed as 
legal advice.
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Challenging fun for ALLages

P U Z Z L E  C O R n I r

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E R

A C R O S S

1 Im postor 
6  Finger or toe

11 S lop e  
backw ards

12 Foul-ups
14 Blissfu l spot
15 D auntlessness
17 “ H ear — !”
18 Su ltry
19 Flour holder
20 Affinity
21 C lapton 

of “ Lay la ”
23 Pum per’s pride
24 M ind
25 Bush-w hacking 

knife
27 Subm arine
28 M alt beverage
29 Hard w ood
30 Tall
33 Verbatim
37 C om ics pen­

guin
38 Hoedow n 

honey
39 C o llar site

40 Arm y address
41 M uscle spasm
42 Keep fit
43 Dash size
44 M oon position
46 Astrologers of 

yore
47 Think log ically
49 C loset fresh ­

ener
51 Unisex garm ent
52 Crop up

D O W N

1 Indiana Jo n e s ’ 
lid

2 Acid in vinegar
3 Mam m oth 

C ave loc.
4 W ynn or Lopat
5 S tep  on the 

gas
6  Reuben
. purveyors
7 H eavy m etal
8 Dog sound
9 A  moon 

of Ju p ite r

A n s w e r to  P re v io u s  P u z z le

R A T A
O G R E
M U I R
S A M O

B
V I S I
A V E C l
L A C
E N S u

M
B O B B
A C R E
S T A R

U T  E  
[ N O B ]

j  u ' b F
V A 
A  M l I S

U R
E  H S

A O

E  S

[O  P  
I P  S

T E R A
0 V A L
L E E S
L
S t j E D

c P A
S L I M
L A j C JE
E
u R A L
T I L E
H O E S
S T E T

8-1 0  ©  2011 U F S ,  Dist. b y  Univ. U c lick  for U F S

10 Irksom e
11 Adjust the 

length
13 Like watermel­

ons
16 French c leric

20 Leaves in a 
bag

22 Inform al 
d iscussions

23 Eroded
24 Rem em ­

brance
26 English 

cathedral 
tow n

27 Straw  item
29 W ild cat strike
30 Unlucky 

gam bler
31 Reckons
32 W arm th 

provider
33 Insect resins
34 Punjab 

potentates
35 Farthest point
36 Authentic
38 Econom y-size
41 God of thunder
44 Air-pump 

m eas.
45 N A SA  coun­

terpart
46 1,101, in old 

Rom e
48 Sound  of 

delight
50 Elem ent 18 

sym bol

Want more puzzles?
Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

S U D O K U

3 1 2

7 3

4 8 5 7

6 3 4 2 7

7 9 8 3 6

9 2 8

1 9 4

8 6 4

5 1 2

Fun  B y  The  
N um bers

Like pu zz les? 
Then yo u ’ll love 
sudoku. This 
m ind-bending 
puzzle w ill have 
you hooked from 
the m om ent you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy  to the test!

L e v e l:  B e g in n e r

H ere’s  How  It W orks:
Sudoku puzzles are form atted as a  9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To so lve a  sudoku, the num bers 1 through 9 m ust fill each  
row, colum n and box. Each  num ber can appear only once in each  row, 
colum n and box. You can figure out the order in which the num bers will 
appear by using the num eric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
m ore num bers you nam e, the eas ie r it gets to so lve the puzzle!

Word Search — On the Road
T G U E P j R H Z u E G D H
R R w C W A P O G R A C S K
E L A O S U J V 1 K V U O Y
D E D N B T J S M R S V T D
N U K O S O O V W P E 1 V T
1 F G M S M F R E E L T R 1
L N A Y G O 1 N A 1 V U N M
Y J T K G B S S T G C 1 T 1
C Q V A L 1 z U S K E V R C
E A A R 0 L 1 1 C 1 T 0 M D
P Q V N A E c O N S O L E R
R O 1 R E T X E F K U N A Q
C T D T L A o A M S N E L N
U S N M V O R H S V G Y C J

Automobile Cylinder Exterior Interior Transmission
Cargo Drive Fuel Storage Truck

Console Economy Gear Suspension Utility

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

J*
o

■O

9 e z 1. L 8 P s 6

l 6 L e P S 9 z 8

8 s P 6 9 Z L i E

P t 8 z S L 6 e 9

s 9 e 8 1- 6 Z L P
L z 6 P E 9 l 8 S

6 L 9 S Z £ 8 P l
e 8 l L 6 P S 9 z
z P S 9 8 l e 6 L

A  M

l y y i

apartments.com.
HomeFinder

SOUTH LYON - Traditional 
Colonial on square 10 acres, 
660x660 splitable. Between 
Northville & S. Lyon. Very 
nice. Approx. 2,900 sq. ft., 4 
BR, 3.5 bath, formal dining 
room, living room, family 
room, fireplace, bsmt. 2 car 
attached garage & large deck. 
All that's needed is a nice 
barn. $375,000.

Call: (248)437-5593

Westland 
Co-op Townhouse

3 bdrms, 1.5 baths, full bsmt, 
wonderful community w/large 
pool & clubhouse. Livonia 
schools. $34,000.
Availab le  Im m ediately! 

734-536-6669

Cemetery Lots,

Detoit Memorial Gardens 
West (Redford Twp). 4 well 
placed lots near front entrance. 
$900/each. 313-582-9183

Oakland H ills  Memorial 
Garden Novi, Chapel 
Mausoleum 6 crypts, touch 
level. Price-neg. 248-474-7827

TWO CEMETERY LOTS:
Grand Lawn Cemetery (Grand 
River/Telegraph), $1800 each. 

Call: 734-697-7506

Apartments

DETROIT 7 Mile & Telegraph 
area. 1 bdrm upper. Cozy. 
$400/mo + sec dep & ref. 
Super clean. (313) 657-8125

FARMINGTON AREA
Adult community, quiet coun­
try setting, heat/water incl. 
$590/mo. Call: (734) 564-8402

FARMINGTON H ILLS 
Maple Ridge 

23078 Middlebelt Rd.
Spacious 1 bdrms, C/A. 

$300 sec. 50%  off 1st 3 
mo. w/ approved credit. 

(248) 473-5180

FARMINGTON 
PLAZA APTS

Studio & t bdrms avail. 
From $395 heat included 

(248) 478-8722

GARDEN CITY:
Large 1 bdrms, Appl., heat & 
water Free. $560 + Security. . 
734-464-3847, 734-513-4965

WAYNE AREA - FURNISHED! 
All utilities, affordable. 

Satellite. No lease!
Various sizes. (.734) 728-0739

WESTLAND
$300*

Moves You In!
Spacious 1 bedroom 

Private entry 
On-site maintenance 

Hurry, won't last! 
734-721-6699 EH0 

‘ call for details

W ESTLAND
Hickory Woods Apts. 
$224 MOVE IN!
1 Month Rent Free

(for qualified applicants)
1 Bdrm-$550
2 Bdrm-$625 

FREE GAS & WATER
(734) 729-6520 

‘ Short term leases 
available.

Condos/Townhouses

W000HAVEN: 3 bdrm. 
condo, like new. Att gar. Avail 
now. Bad credit may be okay. 

(248) 224-6696

Homes For Rent

FARMINGTON HILLS:
2 bdrm bungalow, appliances, 

lots of storage, $700/mo. 
248-328-0492, 248-760-8051

Homes For Rent

Livonia/Farmington area- 3
bdrm, 1 full bath, 1000 sq, ft, 
updated kit w/appli. Lg. back­
yard. $980/mo. 248-342-0314

LIVONIA:
1 bdrm, all remodeled, 

no pets, $650/mo. 
Call: (248) 563-1733

REDFORD - 5 BR, 2 bath, 2 
car, newer appliances, 2000sq. 
ft. No pets. Water incl. $1,575. 
Rent w/option, 734-446-5968

WAYNE: 2 bdrm brick duplex, 
full bsmt, nice area, good 

schools, great yard, $650/mo. 
Won’t last! (734) 945-6714

WESTLAND: 3 bdrm ranch, 
1.5 bath, clean, bsmt, c/a, car­
pet, just decorated. No pets, 
exc area, $875,734-591-9163

Mobile Home Rentals

Farmington Hills 
Own Or Lease

*575Vm Or Less
• Site Rent Included

• 3 bdrm, 2 full baths 
All Appli. • We Finance

■ New  6  Pre-owned avail.

Iliii\sMa
248-231 "080!

, w w w .LV H om es.n e t/ "1

Rooms For Rent

LUXURY HOTELS - Low Rates. 
Fairla'ne 248-347-9999, Royal 
248-544-1575, Days 734-427- 
1300, Comfort 248-504-5080, 
Best Western 248-583-7000

NORTHVILLE or PLYMOUTH
Downtown. 1st week with full 
deposit. Furnished sleeping 

rooms. Newly decorated. 
$85/wkly. Security deposit. 

734-355-6453 
248-305-9944

Office/Retail Space 
For Rent/Lease

REDFORD TWP.
OFFICE SU ITES 

2 Locations. % 
Beautifully redecorated. 
Great rates incl utilities. 
CERTIFIED REALTY INC. 

(248) 471-7100

www.hometownlife.com

CONTACT US AT:
800-579-7355

www.hometownlife.com

oeads@hometownlife.com

DEADLINES:
Fri. at 4 pm for Sunday 

Tues. at 3 pm for Thursday

NEWSPAPER
POLICY

All advertising published 
in this Newspaper is 

subject to the conditions 
stated in the applicable 
rate card. (Copies are 

available from the 
advertising department: 
Observer & Eccentric/ 

Hometown Weekly 
Newspapers, 41304 

Concept Drive, Plymouth, 
Ml 48170,866-887-2737. 
We reserve the right not 

to accept an 
advertiser's order.

Our sales representatives 
have no authority to bind 

this newspaper & 
only publication of 

an advertisement shall 
constitute final 

acceptance of the 
advertiser's order. 

Advertisers are 
responsible for reading 

their ad(s) the first time it 
appears & reporting any 
errors immediately. The 
Newspaper will not issue 
credit for errors in ads 

after THE FIRST 
INCORRECT INSERTION. 

When more than one 
insertion of the same 

advertisement is ordered, 
only the first insertion 

will be credited. 
Publisher's Notice: All real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which states 

that it is illegal to 
advertise "any preference 

limitation, or 
discrimination". This 
newspaper will not 

knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 

law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 

this newspaper are 
available on an equal 

housing opportunity basis. 
(FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72).

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the 
letter & spirit of U.S. 

policy for the achievement 
of equal housing 

opportunity throughout 
the nation. We encourage 
& support an affirmative 
advertising & marketing 
program in which there 

are no barriers.

hometovynlife.com

Asphalt/Blacktop/

D J'S  BLACKTOP DRIVEWAYS
•Paving ‘ Patch -Seal Coating 
Free est. • www.djpaving.com. 
734-337-2157, 734-397-0811

Chimney Cleaning/ 
Building & Repair

BEST CHIMNEY & 
ROOFING CO. -New & repairs 
Sr. Citizen Discount. Lie & Ins. 
248-557-5595, 313-292-7722

Cleaning Service

Ready For Spring Cleaning?
I can help...housekeeping 
services avail. References. Lie 
& Bonded. 248-866-1962

Drywall

COMPLETE DRYWALL SRV.
Plaster Repair. All jobs wel­
comed! Lic/lns. Free Est. 30 
yrs. exp. Mark: 313-363-6738-

Electrical

FAMILY ELECTRICAL
City cert. Violations corrected. 
Service changes or any small 
job. Free est. 734-422-8080

Hauling/Clean Up

A-1 HAULING
Move scrap metal, clean base­
ments, garages, Stores, etc. 
Lowest prices in town. Quick 
service. Free est. Wayne/ 
Oakland. Central location. 
248-547-2764. 248-559-8138

Clean-up/Hauling Srv.
Cheap Rates! Garages, 
bsmts, attics. Free Est/ 

248-521-8818, 248-489-5955

Home Improvement

M .R .S . HOME REPA IR, LLC
All areas of home improve­
ment, big or small. Gutters, 
custom trim, siding, roofing, 
kitchens/baths. 734-658-1086

Landscaping

CO M PLETE 
LANDSCAPING BY 

LA C 0URE SER V IC ES
Clean-ups, landscaping, grad­
ing, sodding, hydro-seeding, 
retaining walls, ins. work, 
brick walks & patios. Drainage 
& lawn irrigation systems, low 
foundations built up. Weekly 
lawn maintenance. Haul away 
unwanted items. Comm. Res. 
39 yrs exp. Lie & Ins. Free Est.

www.lacoureservices.com 
248-489-5955, 248-521-8818

Lawn, Gardening 
Maintenance Service

AERATION, DETHATCHING
Spring Clean-Ups. 

Weekly Cutting. Free Est. 
J & J  Lawn Care 734-788-9185

Lawn Mowing *Spring Clean- 
Ups & More! Quality work. 
Reasonable. Free Est. Evan's 
Landscaping: 734-329-4773

Moving/Storage

A1 A+ Movers A+ Service
Lie. & Insured-Efficient 3 
men, $75/hr. 866-633-7953

Painting/Decorating
Papertiangers

DEDICATED PAINTING SERV.
Color changes everything! 

Free Estimates.
Call: (248) 225-7165

PAINTING BY ROBERT
• Wallpaper Removal »lnt 

•Ext • Plaster/Drywall Repair 
•Staining. 25 yrs exp. Free est. 
248-349-7499, 734-464-8147

Roofing

BEST CHIMNEY CO.
Free Est. Lie & Ins. 

248-557-5595, 313-292-7722

LEAK SPECIALIST Flashings, 
Valleys, Chimneys, etc. Warn 
Member BBB. 30 yrs. exp. Lie 
/Ins. Call: (248)-346-4321

I t ’ s  a l l  

a b o u t  

r e s u l t s !

Observer & Eccentric 
arid Hometown 

Weeklies Newspapers

1-800-579-7355
www.hom etowniife.com

Brick, Block & Cement

Ic lla casa  
Yement 
Co. In c / /

30 Years Experience
We're here for all your cement work
Specializing in exposed aggregate 

Driveways ~ Patios ~ Porches ~ Pools 
Garages -  Footings

Licensed, Insured, and Bonded
586.716.4779 em ail dcc0560@comcast.net

Brick, Block & Cement

Homes

T H E  O B S E R V E R  &  E C C E N T R IC  M O R T G A G E  M O N IT O R

30 Yr. Pts . 15 Yr. Pts . O ther

1st C h o ice  M ortgage  Lend ing (734) 459-0782 3.75 0 3 0 J/A

A ccu ra te  M ortgage So lu tions (800) 593-1912 3.875 0 3.125 0 J/A

A F I F inancia l (877) 234-0600 3.75 0 3 0 J/A/F

Am erip lus M ortgage Corp. (248) 740-2323 3.75 0 3 0 J/A

B R IN K S  F in an c ia l G ro u p (800) 785-4755 3.625 1 2.875 0.25 J/A/V/F

C lien t S e rv ic e s  by G o ld en  R u le (800) 991-9922 3.49 1.5 2.75 1 J/A/V/F

Co-op S e rv ic e s  C red it Un ion (734)466-6113 4.125 0.25 3.375 0 J

D earborn Fed e ra l S a v in g s  B an k (313) 565-3100 4.25 0 3.375 0 A

Fifth Third B a n k (800) 792-8830 4 0 3.25 0 J/A/V/F

G o ld en  R u le  M ortgage (800) 991-9922 3.625 1 2.875 0.25 J/A/V/F

G ro u p  O n e  M ortgage (248) 282-1602 4 0 3.375 0 J/A/V/F

M ortgages by G o ld en  R u le (800) 991-9922 3.375 2.25 2.625 1.625 J/A/V/F

A b o ve  Information ava ilab le  a s  of 4/6/12 and sub ject to ch ah g e  at anytim e. R a te s  are  b ased  on a 

$200,000 loan with 2 0 %  dow n &  credit sco re  of 740 or ab o ve . Ju m b o  rates, spec ific  paym ent 

calcu lation  & m ost current rates ava ilab le  F ridays after 2:00 P .M . at w w w .rm c re p o r t .c o m .

K e y  to "O th er” co lum n - J=  Ju m b o , A  = Arm , V  = V A , F  = F H A  &  N R  = Not Reported .

All Len d ers  a re  Eq u a l Opportunity Len d e rs .Len d e rs  to participate call (734) 922-3032 

© 2012 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

4

http://www.hometownlife.com
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http://www.lacoureservices.com
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Cards Of Thanks

PRAYER: Pray 9 Hail Marys for 
9 days. On the 9th day make 3 
wishes & publish this prayer. 
Your wishes will be granted. M

Absolutely Free

HORSE COMPOST
for gardens, Plymouth area. 

(734) 673-5642

Antiques/Collectibles

BW ADA SPR IN G  
ANTIQUE SHO W

Sat. Apr. 14, 10-5, $4 
Sun. Apr. 15, 10-4, FREE 

Admission on Sunday. 
Food Donations accepted. 
New Haven High School 

57700 Gratiot Ave.
(At 261/2 Mile)

New Haven, I-94 
East to Exit 247 

Info: 586-725-9480

HUGE TOOL & ANTIQUE 
AUCTION

April 11 & 12. Woodworking 
Equipment, Cased Power 
Tools, Hardwoods, Kiln, and 
More. See List & Photos at: 

www.DougDalton 
Auctioneer.com 
800-801-6452

UTICA ANTIQUES Market
Largest outdoor market in SE 
Michigan. Come shop/sell 
May 12-13! 586-254-3495

M IDWEST AUTO AUCTION
April 13, 10am Livonia 
PD auction 10 vehicles 

2 rapid response 
14666 Telegraph 
Redford, 48239 

midwestautoauction.com

M ID W EST AUTO AUCTION
SAT 4 /14 Estate auction 
open 9am 10:30 auction 

85 plus 14kt/sterling 
jewelry, tools, lap tops 

14666 Telegraph 
Redford, Ml

Rummage Sale/ 
Flea Market

Birmingham Berkshire 
Middle School 

2-Day Rummage Sale
21707 W. 14 Mile, between 
Lahser/Evergreen (48025), 

Saturday, April 14, 9-3 pm.
Early Entry 8-9 am. $1. Half 
Price Noon-3 pm. Sunday, 

April 15, Bag Sale 11-2 pm.

Estate Sales

Another Bernard Davis 
Estate Sa le . 313-837-1993
5047 Oakman, Detroit 48204 

April 13-14, 8:45am-4pm 
for more info estatesales.net 

SE E  YOU THERE!!!

ANOTHER ESTATE 
SALE BY ENCORE

Fri-Sat, April 13-14, 10-4. 
Westland, 34715 Florence, 

W  of Wildwood, btwn 
Ford Rd. & Cherry Hill. 

Antiques, furniture 
& household mise.

Our #'s at 9:30 on Friday.

Awesome Downsizing Sale 
30036 Malvern, Westland

Apr 12-14, TH-SA, 9am-4pm 
Furniture, China, Crystal, 

Collectibles, Patio Set, 50's 
Erector Set, & so much more!

For pics & details go to 
www.TLC-estatesales.com

FARMINGTON HILLS 
ESTATE SALE 

27500 Spring Valley
Fri-Sat, 10-4pm. 50+ years: 

Mid-century art, glass & 
pottery. Antique furniture, 

vintage Viking coin operated 
pool table, kitchen, house­
hold items & much more!

SOUTHFIELD ESTATE SALE
Starting Friday, April 13, 14, 
and 15. 30660 Balewood St., 
Southfield.

Garage/Moving Sales

CANTON Moving Sale - 45486 
Muirfield, S  of Cherry Hill, W  
off Canton Center. April 13- 
15th, 10am-6pm. Living room, 
kitchen, bedroom & dining 
room furniture, plus numer­
ous household items, dishes, 
silverware, glassware, patio 
furniture, and much more!

CANTON MOVING SALE:
Fri-Sun, April 13-15, gam- 
dark. 40561 Bluesprings 
Court, W  of Lotz, btwn Palmer 
& Cherry Hill.

LIVONIA MOVING SALE
Furniture, household items, 
Lowry organ, drafting table & 
more! April 9-13th, 9am-5pm. 
9085 Deborah Ct. E., off Joy 
Rd., btwn. Hix & Haggerty.

LIVONIA MOVING SALE:
Something for everyone! 
Couches, chairs, toys, glass­
ware, housewares, etc. April 
14-15, 9-5pm. 32924.Perth 
St. Off Farmington, between 
Lyndon & Schoolcraft.

Livonia- 17623 Fairway, Off 
6 Mile Rd, E of Levan, Thurs 
9-4, Fri & Sat 10-4. 

Photos/info: 
www.iluvantiques.com 

586-344-2048

NORTHVILLE - Moving Sale!
Friday, April 13th - Saturday 
April 14th, from: 8am to 5pm. 
At: 100 S  Ely Dr, Northville, 
(North of 8 Mile/West of 
Center St).

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

NORTHVILLE. Lots of 
Everything! Piano, organ, 
stove, furniture, toys, clothes. 
17413 Ponvalley Dr. On 6 Mile, 
off Bradner. April 12-15, 9-5.

NOVI- Sat, Apr. 14th only! 9- 
3; 25471 Abbey, Novi;
Household, sports, estate 
items, clothing, much more!

PLYMOUTH: Estate Sale.
Moving! 11751 Hopkins Dr. 
Off Powell, btwn. Ridge & 
Napier. Furniture, accessories, 
garage tools. Thur-Sun. 8-4.

REDFORD
25000 W. Chicago - April 13- 
14, 9am-6pm. Household, 
clothes, furniture, tools, toys. 

TONS OF STUFF!!!

REDFORD MOVING SALE
Everything Must Go! Fri., April 
13, from 12noon-7pm and 
Sat., April 14, from 9am-7pm 
at 11336 Dixie, Redford.

ROCHESTER HILLS 
ESTATE SALE 

ONE DAY ONLY!
Interior Designer sale: Brand 
name furniture, art and acces­
sories. Also plus size clothing, 
perfume bottles, fabric rem­
nants, holiday decor and 
more! 249 Rose Brier, 
Rochester Hills, Mi 48309 
Saturday, April 14 Only! 9am 
to 3pm.

Garage/Moving Sales

ROCHESTER HILLS 
ONE DAY ONLY!

Interior Designer sale! Brand 
name furniture, art and acces­
sories. Also plus size clothing, 
perfume bottles, fabric rem­
nants, holiday decor and 
more! 249 Rose Brier, 
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309. 
Saturday, April 14 Only! From 
9am to 3pm.

WAYNE- Retirement Sale 
Tools, sporting goods, elec 
tronics & more. 4/12-4/15 
8a-8p. 34881 Winsfow St. 
Wayne & Annapolis

WESTLAND 
Huge Garage Sale

One day only! Too many 
items to list. Thursday, April 
12, 9am-5pm. 39302 
Worchester, Westland

WESTLAND: Fri., April 13, 9- 
4pm. St. Simon & Jude 
Church, 32500 Palmer. $2 
bag sale at 3pm. All Ig items 
go for $2 at bag sale.

For more info contact 
Mae Bray: 734-722-8209

Household Goods

ANTIQUE DINING TABLE
& Chairs, $300. 

French Provincial Couch, 
excellent condition, $300. 
3 pc. full bedroom suite 

$200. China Cabinet $200. 
(248) 437-3715

DINING ROOM KITCHEN
TABLE: With 4 chairs, counter 
height, black table with glass 
top, 4 black chairs with fabric 
cushions, $500. 248-344-2208

DINING ROOM SET: Antique 
mahogany, complete set, 3 
bdrm sets, all in perfect cond, 
Roper stove. (734) 981 -4512

FURNITURE- Ethan Allen oak 
entertainment center, $1200. 
Oak Bdrm set. Maple kitchen 
set. (586) 925-3692

Hay, Grain, Seed

HAY FOR SALE 
S3/BALE 

Delivery avail
734-776-0912; 734-572-9314

Hospital/Medical
Equipment

HOVEROUND - TEKNIOUE:
Electric wheel chair, new bat­
teries, excellent cond, $750. 

Call: (313) 820-9711

Miscellaneous For 
Sale

CAR TOP CARRIER
Sears model, used twice. 
Hard plastic cover. $100. 

734-953-4068

Musical Instruments

PIANO, Grinnell Brothers 
Console. Walnut. Geat shape, 
$550. 248-437-/423

Cats

CATS:
Fixed, Bathed, 

Dewormed. Rescues. 
248-738-4901, 248-214-9898

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PU PS
Related to Leader Dogs. Born 
3/5/12, $825. 248-625-8667

MALTESE POMERIAN MIX
Adorable, female, ail white, 

shots, house trained, chip in 
her. Does some tricks. $500. 

517-945-4195

SHIH TZU PU PS, AKC Vet
checked, shots, solid black & 
gold with black mask. Highly 
socialized. (734) 699-9525

Lost - Pets

MISSING: 2 dogs, Dolly, white 
Maltipoo 6 lbs, 8 yrs old & Jet, 
black Yorkie mix, 2 yrs old. 
Reward offered. 734-721-0145

APPO INTM ENT SETTER
Ideal for anyone who can't 
get out to work. Work from 
home PT, schedule pick-ups 
for Purple Heart. Call Mon-Fri 
9-5: 734-728-4572 or email: 

phoneworkinfo@aol.com

ASPHALT PAVING CO.
seeking an Estimator/ 
Salesman. Experience in the 
asphalt industry required. 
Benefits include health insur­
ance & 401K. 

Resumes/applications to 
35915 Clinton 

W ayne Ml 48184 
734-722-5660

Auto
OIL CHANGE/ 

TIRE TECHNINCIAN
Full or Part-Time.

No Sundays. Benefits incl.
hospitalization, 401K, 

paid vacation & uniforms.
Exp. preferred; good 

customer service a must.
Apply in person: 

DAVIS AUTO CARE, INC.
807 Doheny Dr. 

Northville, Ml 48167 
248-349-5115

BRICK PAVER FOREMAN
3-5 yrs. experience. Pay based 
on exp. Overtime available. 

Call: (734) 751-8746

DELIVERY
Valid Driver's License Req. 

Co. Vehicle Provided. 
$600-$800/Week 

Call Mon-Fri. 10am-3pm 
(248) 471-9444

DESIGN
ENGINEER

Needed for a high per­
formance engineering 
company located in 
Plymouth Ml. Successful 
candidate must be able to 
demonstrate experience in 
powertrain engineering 
including all aspects of 
machined components, 
casting design, transmis­
sion design, and mechani­
cal components. Candidate 
must be highly motivated 
and have at least three 
years of work experience 
with CATIA v5. Candidate 
should understand GD&T 
and be able to prove they 
designed mechanical com­
ponents which have been 
produced.

Excellent salary and 
benefit package.

Send resume to
hr@ilmor.com

Driver
Attention CDL A 

Drivers
Immediate openings for 

CDL A drivers. Dedicated 
runs, home every night.

2 yrs. exp. or 
1 yr. w/school certificate 
Must be able to qualify 

for a FAST card. 
Great Pay & Benefits 

Call for more info 
877-977-4287 code DK1

D R IV E R
Must be licensed for CDL-B 
with air for delivery of roofing 
materials. Overtime avail. 
Please apply at Benson 
Building Supplies. 25018 
Plymouth Rd, Redford.

Now is the time to clean out those closets, basements and garages 
and turn those items into cash! Place your ad in the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and 

Hometown Weeklies to reach thousands of bargain hunters and receive some FREE items too!

C l i p  &  S a v e  C o u p o n s !

$2 .00  OFF
the purchase ot any
LARGE COMBO

at our Concession Stand

” i r$ 3 JP _ 0 F F _ A N Y n
i8  SQUARE PIZZAi • Price Stickers

OUR GARAGE SALE KIT 
Includes:

Signs

II
IIOne coupon per purchase. Not valid with ether 

coupons. No cash value. Offer expires 11-01-12. 1 1

II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II

*Not valid with any other coupon or discount. 
**0ne coupon per person, per pizza, per table. 

No cash value. Offer expires 11-04-12.

E M A G / N E
EMAGINE CANTON

39535 Ford Road • Canton 
EMAGINE NOVI 

44425 W. 12 Mile • Novi 
EMAGINE WOODHAVEN 

21720 Allen Road • Woodhaven 
EMAGINE ROCHESTER HILLS 

200 Barclay Circle • Just N. M59 
Rochester Hills 

CINEMA HOLLYWOOD 
12280 Dixie Highway • Birch Run 

EMAGINE ROYAL OAK 
200 N. Main, Downtown Royal Oak

www.emaglne-entertalnmeut.coni

Restaurant/ Bar / Carry-out
Detroit 313-892-9001 
Warren 586-574-9200 

Farmington Hills 248-855-4600 
Livonia 734-261-3550 

Dearborn 313-562-5900 
Auburn Hills 248-276-9040 

Carry-out / Cafe 
Pointe Plaza 313-884-7400 

Carry-out Only 
Royal Oak 248-549-8000 

Bloomfield Hills 248-645-0300 
Join Our E-mail club at

Inventory Sheets 
j • 2 pages of great advice for 
I a successful garage sale 
■ • 1 pass for 2 to Emagine Theatres 
I • Free 4 Square Buddy’s Pizza 
j • Buddy's Food Discount Card 
! • Ad placed on hometowniife.com

with "Map it” capabilities

^  Movie Une: 888-319-FILM (3456) J  v ^ ^ d d ^ p l ^ . c o m  ^

Kits are available only with purchase of Garage Sale Package.
To ensure delivery of kit In time of sale, place your ad early!

O&E is not responsible tor kits not received.

hom etownlife.com

O bserver &  E ccentric

hometownlife.com
& receive

2 PASSES for 2 to Emagine Theatre & Buddy’s Pizza!

H
OMETOWN
W E E K L I E S

A GANNETT COMPANY

Help Wanted-General

Driver CAR HAULER
Great Pay.

Local & Regional work.
Call: 209-815-4947

FLAT ROOFING LABORERS
High energy & willing to learn 
flat roofing. Must have driver 
license. Call 810-225-6500.

FOREMAN AND LABORER
Needed for residential irriga­
tion. must have valid driver's 
license and transportation. 
Pay: $11 -17/hour based on 
exp. Call: (239) 223-2797

HAIR STYLIST
Lady Jane 's  Haircut for Men 
in Novi. FT or PT. $10/hr. + 

tips. Also Massage Therapist 
needed. (248) 478-2200

Immediate Openings For 
Lathe Setup Specialist, 
Machine Programmer, 
Tool/Fixture Maker and 

Skillful Assembly 
Line Workers 

Innovative, brand new 
non-automotive produc­
tion manufacturing and 
assembly operation in 

Livonia, Ml, fully equipped 
with latest MAZAK, HAAS 

GNC & Lathe for long 
term business operations. 
•Skillful Lathe Specialist 
for Set up, Programming 

and Optimizing 
Turning Operations 

•Skillful CNC Tooling 
and Fixture Maker with 

Significant Experiences in 
Making Effective Tools 

and Fixtures to Optimize 
Productivity and Efficiency 

•Skillful Assembly and 
Packaging Line Workers 

Please e-mail your 
resume to Tina 

(tding@leapers.com), ref­
erencing Job  #20120326.

JO E 'S  MEAT & SEAFOOD
is currently taking applica­
tions for the NEW  store: 
MEAT & SEAFOOD COUNTER 

CUTTER/GRINDER 
(Must have Experience) 

Please apply in person at: 
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia

JO E 'S  PRODUCE/ 
GOURMET MARKET

is currently taking applica­
tions for the following posi­
tions; Experience preferred 
but not necessary.

PASTRY ASSOCIATE 
CASHIERS 

DELI COUNTER 
BARISTA - (Cafe Counter) 

Please apply in person at: 
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia

LABORER & 
MAINTENANCE

Swimming pool co. offering 
outdoor physical work. Top 
dollar paid. (248) 477-7727

LIFEGUARDS
Now hiring dependable, 

team players for 
Summer Lifeguard positions 

Flexible hrs, good pay. 
P lease fax resume to 

Pam ela at: 
248-349-0394 or 

kingsmillcoop@wowway.biz

Neighborhood Sa les
Earn up to $800/wk 
Full time + benefits 

Call Vinnie at 
248-867-8009 

EOE/M/F/D/V/AA

PET SITTER HELPER
Part-time pet care/walker. 

Plymouth/Northville area. Re­
liable transp. Avail. 7 days + 
holidays. 734-891-6446 or 
petsitterheiper@aol.com

PROBATION
OFFICER

ASSISTANT

U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of Ml - 
Vacancy Announcement at 

http://www.mied. 
uscourts.gov 

EOE. Located in Detroit, 
Ml. The employee serves 
in a judiciary law enforce­
ment position and pro­
vides technical support 
and assistance to proba­
tion officers’ in a wide 
range of areas.

P rob ation  O fficer

U.S. PROBATION 
OFFICER

U.S. District Court, 
Eastern District of Ml, 
Probation Department - 
Vacancy Announcement at
http://www.mied.

uscourts.gov
EOE. Located in Detroit, 
M l. Probation Officers 
report to the Chief 
Probation Officer or his/ 
her designee. Probation 
Officers supervise persons 
on probation, supervised 
release, and parole, inter­
act with collateral agen­
cies, prepare reports, and 
conduct interviews.

Real Estate Runner
Dependable person to per­
form tasks related to inspec­
tion & preservation of proper­
ties in Detroit & suburbs.
Fax resume: 313.533.0340

Help Wanted-General

------------------------------------------

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS 

NEEDED
T w ic e  a  w e e k  

T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g s  &  

S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n s

Deliver the Observer 
Newspapers to homes in 
Western Wayne County

Must have vehicle, valid 
driver’s license & insurance

P le a se  ca ll

7 3 4 - 5 8 2 - 8 6 9 0
for more information

Help Wanted-General

TEACHERS
Montessori school 
in Farmington Hills 

Ts seeking:
COMPUTER TEACHER -

For Seniors 
TEACHER ASST - 

For Preschool 
SPANISH TEACHER - 

Preschool & Elementary.
Experience and 

Montessori knowledge 
preferred.

Please email/fax, 
Attn: Leila to: 

le ila@
montessoricenterfh.com 

or fax to: (248) 851-4237

VET ASSISTANT/TECH
Experienced. Canton Animal 
Hospital. Fax: 734-397-7860 
Email: tbhullar@hotmail.com

R e c y c le  J G i 
T h is

N 'e w s p a p e r
VETERINARIAN

Perform veterinarian 
services; preventative, diag­

nostic services and treatment 
of healthy, diseased and 

injured pets; perform surger­
ies, including soft tissue and 
orthopedics; common dental 
procedures, including advice 
on periodontal diseases; edu­
cate and advise clients on pet 
health. DVM degree; Michigan 
veterinarian license; 4 years 

experience. Any suitable 
combination of education, 
training and experience is 

acceptable. Job  in Inkster, Ml. 
Written apps to:
Laith Fakhruldin,

28438 Michigan Ave., 
Inkster, Ml 48141.

Help Wanted-Office 
Clerical

SA LES ASSISTANT 
& OFFICE HELP

Need outgoing person to 
support marketing & office 
duties. Flexible hours. Pay 
based on experience. Will 

train and advancement possi­
ble. Please e-mail resume to 
markprescott@allstate.com 

Allstate Drewniak Agency

Secretary 
& Administrative 

Assistant
CS Partners, a growing 
educational consulting 
firm in Brighton, Michigan, 
seeks a School Secretary 
and Administrative Assis­
tant for a school located in 
Wayne County. Must be 
able to work in a busy 
environment and have 
experience in a school set­
ting. We are looking for 
wonderful clerical, com­
puter skills and a very 
pleasant demeanor, 2 posi­
tions available. We offer 
great pay and benefits. 

P lease apply online at 
www.mepservices.com

Help Wanted-Dental

DENTAL
RECEPTIONIST

Part-Time
Specialty office looking for 
person with dental experi­
ence who is personable, 
organized, and a good 
communicator with strong 
telephone and computer 
skills. If you are this per­
son, call: (248) 357-3100

Help Wanted-Medical

FRONT DESK
Internal medicine, 

full/part-time, no weekends, 
exp'd only apply.

Fax resume: 248-855-0190

Medical Biller
FT, Exp'd. for busy group psy­
chiatric practice in downtown 
Royal Oak. Minimum 2-3 yrs. 
of billing exp. req. Full benefits 
package. Please email or FAX 
resume to Office Manager: 

freidaswgm @  
hotmail.com 

248-398-6265

Optician
SV S  Vision is seeking an 
Optician for our Garden 
City location. Prefer an 
Optician with experience in 
dispensing, selling frames, 
contact lens instruction, 
adjusting and repairing 
eyewear. Should also pos­
sess excellent customer 
service skills. Competitive 
salary and benefits.
P lease emailresume to: 
careers@svsvision.com

OPTOMETRIC
ASSISTANT

Established practice look­
ing for exp'd. Assistant. 

Responsibilities include: 
pre-testing, contact 

lenses, optical dispensing 
& general front desk work. 

If you are personable, 
outgoing & professional 
please send resume to :' 
opttech@hotmail.com

RfCYCif THIS
mmPAm

PHYSICIAN
(Hospitalist)

needed to work in
Rochester, Michigan. One 
position is open. Employer 
is Wayne State University 
Physician Group. Worksite 
is in Rochester, Michigan. 
Send resume to John M. 
Flack, M.D., c/o Kathy 
Choice. Wayne State 
University Physician 
Group, 3800 Woodward 
Avenue, Suite 212, Detroit, 
Ml 48201. E.O.E.

Help Wanted- 
Food/Beverage

Cook: Breakfast/Lunch, FT
Exp'd. Downtown Plymouth. 
$9/hr. Days & Wkends. Bode's 
Corned Beef 734-453-1883

PR EP  COOK, Part-Time
at retirement community. 

Apply within: 37501 Jo y  Rd. 
Westland, Ml 48185 EOE

WAITSTAFF
Experienced, full-time. Bodes 
Corned Beef, Plymouth, Main 
St. at tracks. 734-453-1883

WAITSTAFF/BARTENDER
FT/PT. Apply after 3pm: Jon 's 
Goodtime Bar & Grill, 27553 
Cherry Hill. Just W  of Inkster 
R d .(313) 561-8486

Help Wanted-Domestic

HOUSE CLEANER NEEDED
Farmington Hills. Sat morn­
ings. $16/hr. Request refer­
ences. 248-471-3029

HOUSEKEEPER-PT: To drive 
and run errands for 3 boys, 
laundry and light meal prepa­
ration. 15/hrs/week, 3-6pm 
during wkdys. Ref. & back­
ground check. 248-417-7583

Position Wanted

CARING HOME HEALTHCARE 
GIVER: 12 yrs exp, trustwor­
thy & reliable, full, part-time 
or live-in. Lula: 248-943-3970

Attorneys/Legal
Counseling

DIVORCE $75.00
www.CSRdisability.com 

C S& R  734-425-1074

Job Opportunities

M IC H IG A N  A D  N E T W O R K  

S O L U T IO N S  C L A S S IF I E D
eassigg

HELP
WANTED

COMPANY DRIVERS 
/  RECENT TRUCKING  
SCHOOL GRADUATES. 
YOUR CAREER STARTS 
NOWI *Up to $4,800 tuition re­
imbursement (for a limited time 
only) • Great Pay & Benefits • 
Excellent Training Program • 
Industry-leading safety program. 
New to trucking? Call us for op­
portunities. Call: 866-482-7027 
www.joinCRSTcom

O W N E R /O P E R A T O R S  
NEEDED ASAPI Tractors & 
Straight trucks. $1,000 Sign On 
Bonus Great Pay, up to $2.10/ 
mile with FSC. Great Program. 
Call Now 800-831-8737.

DRIVERS & OWNER OP­
ERATORS! OTR POSI­
TIONS AVAILABLE. As
a professional Tank Driver for 
Transport Service Co., you will 
enjoy the financial security and 
respect of being associated with 
the largest liquid bulk carriers 
in the nation. Industry leading 
pay scale: Weekly Pay-Direct 
Deposit, Medical/DentalA/ision 
Program, Safety Bonus, Mentor 
Referral Program and so much 
more! We require 1 year of re­
cent, verifiable Tractor-Trailer 
experience, Tank and Hazmat 
endorsements (or the ability to 
obtain) and a safe driving record. 
800-871-4581 Apply Online 
www.thekag.com.

Call to place your ad at 
1-8D0-579-SELM7355)

DRIVERS OWNER OP­
ERATORS CLASS-A, 1 
YEAR REGIONAL-MID-
WEST-Home weekly. $2,800 
to $3,300 weekly average. 100% 
O/Op Company. Call Faye @ 
855-258-2001 or go to www.sun- 
cocarriers.com.

ADOPTION

ADOPT: A  HAPPY COU­
PLE PROMISE YOUR 
NEWBORN A LIFE OF
LOVE, laughter, security and 
large extended family. Expenses 
paid. Please call Brian and Jen­
nifer. 888-262-0237.

ADOPTION: DEVOTED
FAMILY PROMISES TO 
CHERISH YOUR CHILD 
UNCONDITIONALLY Fi­
nancially secure: expenses paid. 
Your child is already' loved in our 
hearts! Susan/Patrick 1-877- 
266-9087. www.susanandpat- 
rickadopt.com.

SCHOOLS/ 
Career Training

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM HOME. 6-8 weeks 
ACCREDITED. Get a diploma. 
Get a job! Free Brochure. 1-800- 
264-8330 Benjamin Franklin 
High School www.diploma- 
fromhome.com.

ATTEND COLLEGE ON­
LINE FROM HOME. ‘Medi­
cal, ‘Business, ‘Criminal Justice, 
‘Hospitality. Job placement as­
sistance. Computer available. 
Financial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 877-895-1828 
www.CenturaOnline.com.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING
- Train for high paying Aviation 
Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance. Call Avia­
tion Institute of Maintenance 
877-891-2281.

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

UNEMPLOYED PAR­
ENTS RECEIVE INCOME 
TAX RETURN, $1500 for one 
child $3000 for two, and $4000 
for three. Call Now 1-800-583- 
8840. www.x-presstaxes.com.

FOR SALE

PIONEER POLE BUILD­
INGS - Free Estimates-Li- 
censed and insured-2x6 Truss- 
es-45 Year Warranty Galvalume 
Steel-19 Colors-Since 1976-#1 
in Michigan-Call Today 1-800- 
292-0679.

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY 
$3997.00 -  MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own band- 
mill. Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/ 
DVD: www. NorwoodSaw-
mill8.com 1-800-578-1363.

MISCELLANEOUS

PLACE YOUR STATE­
WIDE ADHERE! $299buys 
a 25-word classified ad offering 
over 1.6 million circulation and 
2.2 million readers. Contact 
mich-can@michiganpress.org.

OE08766148

Eccentric & Hometown Newspapers

Visit a local auto  dea ler today!

In today’s economic climate, you might think it’s 
impossible to get credit to buy a car. We have news for you.
Not only is financing available, there has never been a better time to buy a car or truck. 
Today’s vehicles are greater in quality and fuel efficiency than ever before. Your local car 
dealer has access to multiple sources of credit and will work with you to find financing 
that meets your needs. Interest rates start as low as 0%, and dealers are offering 
incentive savings and rebates.
Now is ttie time to buy. Visit a local dealer today!

O bserver &  E ccentric 
N E W S P A P E R S

H ometown
W E E K L I E S

www.hometownlife.com

i
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Boats/Motors

STARCRAFT: 16 ft. fiberglass, 
deep V, built for deep water, 
40HP motor, new radio & 
sonar, new Big John Down 
Riggers, cleaner boards & 
more! $3,000, must sell! 
734-721-7580, 734-326-8184

Motorcyles/Minibikes/
Go-carts/Off-road

HARLEY DAVIDSON FAT BOY 
2003 100th Anniversary, 9600 
miles, original owner, clean 
with lots of chrome. Must see, 
great deal, $12,500! '

313-268-1636

RV/Campers/Trailers

Adirondack Travel Trailer 
2005- 27 ft. Front kit, master 
bdrm, & hide-a-bed. $16,500. 
Exc cond. 248-486-4911

PICK-UP CAMPER, Sun Light 
Pop-Up, 8 ' bed, sleeps 4, 
clean, good condition. 
$400/offpr. 248-760-3478

PROW LER 2004
$9K/best offer. 39 ft. 2 slides, 

sleeps 8. Repos4sale.com 
734-427-3616

ROCKWOOD Travel Trailer '04
33 ft by 8ft wide, $13,900/best. 
Very clean, deluxe upgrades. 

Call: (248) 842-2628

Auto Misc.

WE PAY
TOP

DOLLAR
For Clean 
USED 
CARS

(248)355-7500

Autos Wanted

UNWANTED AUTOS LLC 
$300 & up for cars 

$400 & up for 
trucks/vans/late models 

248-467-0396

Trucks for Sale

CHEVY COLORADO 2007
Victory Red, LT, 4WD, and 
Z71! Ready for adventure! 

Just $15,495! 
888-372-9836

toul-afBefte
CHEVY SILVERADO 2011

Summit White, LT, 2600HD, 
and 16K! This truck is a 

beast! Ju s t $31,595! 
888-372-9836

Lou LaFSche

FORD F-150 2008
XLT 72K 4X4 $18,500

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
FORD F-250 2008

12C1070A FX4 S/CAB red. 
Auto, full power, boss plow, 

12K, certified !$27,988
D E A L E R

734-402-8774

GMC SIERRA  2006 1500
Extended cab, 4x4, gray, 

78K, $17,949

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
GMC SIERRA  EXT CAB 2007

Black, must see $11,000

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Mini-Vans

CHEVY UPLANDER 2006
Tan Almond, LT, DVD, and 
remote start! Great family 

fun! Only $12,495! 
888-372-9836

LquLMSche

CHRYSLER
TOWN AND COUNTRY 2008

Candy Apple Red, 31K, tour­
ing, and power options! 
Ready for an adventure!

Just $17,995! 
888-372-9836

DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
2007

SXT 63K $12,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Vans

CHEVY EX PR ESS  2011
Bright White, G3500, LT, and 

15 passenger! Room for 
everyone! Ju s t $25,994! 

888-372-9836

FORD.E350 2011
15 passenger, 43K. $19,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

4 Wheel Drive

GMC S IERRA  2007 4x4
Single Cab, 34K, red. 

$17,395

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Sports Utility

BUICK RAINIER 2004
Burgundy, AWD, only $9,125

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
CHEVY SUBURBAN 2008

Blue Granite, LTZ, flex fuel, 
and navigation! Comfortable 

cruzin'l Call for price! 
888-372-9836

k s u l s ^ s .
CHEVY SUBURBAN 2008

Very nice, Blue-Gray $25,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
CHEVY TAHOE 2007

White Cotton, LTZ, 4WD, and 
sunroof I Loaded trom 
L to Z! Just $21,395! 

888-372-9836

Lou LafGche

CHEVY TRA ILBLA ZER  
2808

12T1144A 4 dr, 4WD, dk. 
cherry, leather, moon, only 
29K on odometer, 1 owner 

$19,488
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

CHEVY UPLANDER 2008
Burgundy 86K $12,495

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
FORD EDGE 2007

Summer Sand, SE, and 
power options! Very sharp 

edge! Call for price! 
888-372-9836

Lou LafSche

FORD ESCAPE 2006
Gray Green very nice $10,495

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
FORD ESC A PE 2009

12T9192A G2 Redfire, auto, 
leather, moonroof, alloy 

$17,988
Certified Preowned 

N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D  
734-402-8774

FORD ESCAPE 2009
64K, $15,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
FORD ESC A PE  XLT 2009

12T9057A Red, 4 cylinder, 
ful) power, moon, 24K on 

odometer $16,988
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D  

734-402-8774

FORD ESC A PE  XLT 2012
11C6011A auto, full power, 
chrome wheels, 15K miles, 

certified $22,988
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

GMC ACADIA SLE 2009
Black, like new 20K certified 

$24,595

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
GMC YUKON XL 2500 2003

Pewter $14,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
(734) 453-2500

M ERCURY MOUNTAINEER 
2008

73K Premeier $16,995 Black

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
SATURN 2003 VUE

Good cond. Runs good. New 
used engine w/70,000 miles, 
rebuilt trans w/warranty. 
$4000/best. 734-756-8943

Sports & Imported

MINI COOPER S  2008
Clubman silver 31K $19,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Bulck

ENCLAVE CXL2 2008
Brown 86K nice $19,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
LACROSSE 2006

Silver, great buy $8,795
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
(734) 453-2500

LUCERNE 2009
Gray Mist, CXL, 18K, and 
chrome! Exceed expecta­

tions! Just $22,995! 
888-372-9836

LUCERNE CXL 2007
White, leather, very nice 

$15,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
PARK AVENUE 1997
Runs great! $3,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

SEV ILLE 2003
Very clean, Red, 114K, 

Moon Roof, $8995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
STS 2003

Red, Looks great and runs 
great! $7,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Chevrolet

CAMARO 1994
Red, V 6 ,1 owner, 

clean & good cond. $4500. 
734-453-6124

Chevrolet

CORVETTE 1995
Scarlett Red, convertible, and 
auto! Impress the neighbor­

hood! Only $14,995! 
888-372-9836

HHR 2008
Rally Red, alloys, leather, and 
sunroof! Ready for summer 

cruisin'! Only $12,495! 
888-372-9836

IMPALA 2001
Blue Flash, LS, OnStar, and 

alloys! Budget friendly! Only 
$7,495! 

888-372-9836

L o u b B che
IMPALA 2009

Ruby Red, LT, remote start, 
and OnStar! Sleek and styl­

ish! Only $14,9951. 
888-372-9836

LouLalfcfrg.
MALIBU LT 2010

Silver, certified 39K $15,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
MALIBU LTZ 2010

Red, loaded 30K, must see 
$18,495

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Chrysler-Plymouth
CHRYSLER CONCORDE 1995:
Loaded, power bucket seats, 
only 52,000 miles, excel, cond. 

$1900/best. SOLD.

Dodge

CHARGER 2010
12C8450A 4dr. sedan Ralley 
RWD 20's, moon, only 12K 

on odometer $21,988
D E A L E R

734-402-8774

DURANGO 2004
Hemi, V8 Gray, Very clean- 

runs great $10,498

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
NEON 2003 SXT Clean, 1 
owner. Recent rebuilt trans, 
great for errands/local driving, 
132K, service history avail­
able. $3500. 734-981-1272

Ford

EDGE S E  2010
4 dr wagon, dark blue, FWD, 
full power, alloys, only 7800 

miles, certified $21,988
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

EDGE S E L  2010
12T9165A 4 dr, cinnamon, 

leather, only 12K on odome­
ter $23,488 

Certified Preowned
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

FOCUS SE  2006
12C9283 auto, air, full power 

$7,988
N orth  B ro s .  V a lu e  Lo t

734-402-8908

FR EEST Y LE  2006
P21448 White, 6 cylinder, full 
p ower, alloy wheels $10,988
N orth  B ro s .  V a lu e  Lo t

734-402-8908

FUSION 2011 SEL
Unexpectanty laid off, must 
sell, like new, almost all 
options, less 3,000 miles, 
$22,900/best. 248-427-1245

MUSTANG GT 2008
P21458 California Special 

15K, 1 owner, certified 
PreOwned $19,988

N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D
734-402-8774

TAURUS 2004
12C7060A 4 dr, Arizona 

Beige, auto, a/c, full power, 
clean, priced right! $7,488!

N orth  B ro s .  V a lu e  Lo t
734-402-8908

TAURUS 2010
Stunning Silver, limited, 

chrome, and sync! Top to 
bottom loaded! Reduced to 

$24,977! 
888-372-9836

TAURUS S E L  2012
12C1020A 6100 miles, moon- 

roof, Certified PreOwned
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

TAURUS SHO 2010
P21431A 4 dr sedan, AWD, 

red, moon, nav, 20's $27,888 
Certified PreOwned

N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D
734-402-8774

GMC

ACADIA 2010
12C8381A leather, moonroof, 

15K $29,888
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

ENVOY 2007
Gray Horizon, 33K, 4WD, and 
leather! In pristine condition! 

Just $21,997! 
888-372-9836

Lou LafBche

GMC ACADIA 2009
Blue Harmony, SLT, leather & 

AWD! Roomy & loaded! 
Reduced to $26,333! 

888-372-9836

Lou Laffiche

Honda

HONDA ACCORD 2007
Blue Breeze. SE, alloys and 

ABS! Showroom Sharp! 
Reduced to $13,995! 

888-372-9836

HONDA CR-V 2006
Summer Tan, LX, and AWD! 

One sweet ride! Only 
$16,995! 

888-372-9836

Loti LaFSche
ODYSSEY EXL 2005

Blue, loaded, very nice 
$13,495

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Hyundai
SONATA 2007

Black, 4 cyl, 4 dr, fwd, 1 
owner, great cond., no acci­
dents. $7900. 248-857-9966

Je e p

LIBERTY 2007- 4x4, leather 
heated seats, tinted glass, new. 
brakesAires. Exc cond. 69,600 
miles. $11,600. 248-332-2711

LIBERTY 2009
Black Raven, 4WD, and pan. 
sunroof! Make some trails! 

Just $18,995! 
888-372-9836

LouLaRfche

W RA N G LER  SPO RT  2010
13T1003A 4WD, 4DR, 6 

cylinder, auto, full power, 2 
tops, priced to move $25,988
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

Lexus

ES300
12C8192A4 dr, sedan, fed, 
leather, alloy rims, spotless 

$6,988
N orth  B ro s .  V a lu e  Lo t

734-402-8908

Lincoln

LINCOLN MKX 2009
Maroon Sunset, navigation, 

chrome, sunroof, etc. I 
Loaded all-aroundf 

Reduced to $27,765! 
888-372-9836

Lou LaHibhe

M KZ2011
12T1082A 4 dr sedan AW, 
black 99C, leather, moon, 

nav, spotless $27,988
N O R T H  B R O S .  F O R D

734-402-8774

Mazda
MAZDA 3 2010

Silver, auto $14,900
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
(734) 453-2500

Mercury
MILAN 201D

12C8472A 4dr. sedan, FWD 
white 99, 4 cylinder, A/C, 

moon, 20K $17,488
D E A L E R

734-402-8774

MONTEGO 2006
12C7020A Premier, fully 

inspected $10,988
N orth  B ro s . V a lu e  Lo t

734-402-8908

SABLE 2004
Great kid car $7,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Mitsubishi
ECLIPSE 2006

Very sporty $9,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Pontiac
BONNEVILLE 2003

1 owner, very nice $9,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Switch
t c

L&Riche!

Pontiac

BONNEVILLE SLE  2003
86K, clean, looks great! 

$9,595

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
G6 2007

Silver Storm, convertible, GT, 
and remote start! Ready to 
impress! Just $16,995! 

888-372-9836

LouLaRfche
G6 CONVERTIBLE 2007

White $17,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
08 2009

Gray, roof, leather 49K 
$91 4Q*i

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
GRAND AM GT 2002

Silver, must see $7,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500
GRAND PR IX  2002 SE

79,000 miles, teal, excellent 
condition, well maintained. 
$4800. SOLD

GRAND PR IX  2008
12C9369A 4 dr. black, 6 

cylinder, full power, alloy, 
55K on odometer $11,988

N orth  B ro s .  V a lu e  Lo t
734-402-8908

Pontiac

GRAND PR IX  2008
Glacier Gray, alloys, power 
options, and fun on four 

wheels! Just $9,995! 
888-372-9836

LouLa^ ^
SOLSTICE 2007

Galaxy Gray, convertible, auto, 
and leather! Drop-top gor­
geous! Reduced to $14,944! 

888-372-9836

LouLaHfctie
SOLSTICE 2007

White Heat, GXP, convertible, 
and racing stripes! Make your 
own statement! Only $16,495! 

888-372-9836

IxwLdRfche
VIBE GT 2009

Burgundy, loaded, $15,500

BOB JEANNOTTE 
• BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Saturn

AURA 2008
Midnight Blue, XE, remote 

start, and OnStar! Enjoy the 
ride! Just $13,498! 

888-372-9836

Lou Laffefte
ION 2007

12T1129A 4 dr sedan auto, 
A/C, full power, only 55K on 

odometer $9,988
N orth  B ro s .  V a lu e  Lo t

734-402-8908

Saturn

VUE 2009
Phantom Black, XR, leather, 
and sunroof! Durable meets 

versatile! Ju s t $16,995! 
888-372-9836

LouLaRfciM
VUE XR 2008

Red, 43K. $14,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
(734) 453-2500

Toyota

SOLARA 2004
Red Coup $7,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Volkswagen

JETTA 2.5 SE 2011
13,300 miles, manual trans­
mission, white with tan leather 
interior, lease or buy. Ray: 
248-626-8990, 248-225-8979

JETTA 2010
Midnight Black, SEL, leather, 
and sunroof! Ready to roll! 

Ju s t $18,777! 
888-372-9836

Lou LafSche

VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
Dk blue, 35K $13,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

(734) 453-2500

Chevy Runs Deep

EVERYONE 
PRICING!

BEST SELECTION!
S a t u r d a y  S a l e s  9 - 3  •  S e r v i c e  9 - 2

2012 CHEVY SILVERADO 
EXTENDED CAB 4X4

LEASE FOR BUY FOR
2 0 1 2  C H E V Y  T R A V E R S E

LEASE FOR — ----- ------. BUY FOR

$24,845
OR LESS

2 0 1 2  C H E V Y  E Q U I N O X
LEASE FOR--------------- BUY FOR

EVERYONE 
PRICING $24,845

OR LESS

2 0 1 2  C H E V Y  I M P A L A
lease FOR -------. BUY FOR

L!JlB
•y/«]

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

Lsm
E  V  R  O

4 0 8 7 5  P l y m o u t h  R d .
3 . 5  M i l e s  N o r t h  o f  Ik e a  

a t  H a g g e r t y  &  P l y m o u t h  R o a d s

t\\

OPEN SATURDAY SALES 9-3, SERVICE 9-2

MONDAY & THURSDAY 8:30AM-9PM 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 8:30AM-6PM

ONTHEWEB
WWWSWITCHTOLARICHE.COM

CRUZE - #2C4796D, MALIBU #2C4590, EQUINOX #2T7368, TRAVERSE #217562 are 24 month/20,000 mile lease offers with S Tier credit and 800 credit score. Silverado 
#2T7239 is 24 month/20,000 mile lease, Impala #2C4477 is 39 month/39,000 mile lease. Both require approved credit. Total due at conception: Cruise and Malibu 
$999 down, first payment $129, total due $1128. Impala $999 down, first payment $289, security deposit $300, total due $1588. Equinox $999 down, first payment 
$199, (security deposit $200), total due $1398. Traverse $999 down, first payment $169, total due $1168. Silverado $999 down, first payment $239, total due $1238. |
Impala offer is based on GM Employee Purchase Lease. All others are Everyone Offers and require current Non-GM Lease in household. All offers are plus tax, title, lie. f;
and doc. fees. Net incentives, stock sale only. Subject to availability. All offers end 4-16-12.

« t

http://www.hometownllfe.com
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Susan Rosiek

Spring is here, which
means it’s time to spruce 
up your home, lawn and 

garden. And whether you 
do it yourself or hire a pro, 
this month’s Hometown Life 
Inspire is full of information 
to help.

A special Spring Home 
& Garden Advertising Sec­
tion in this month’s publica­
tion is chock full of ideas to

help you improve your home 
inside and out. It pays to shop 
locally and inside you will 
find a variety of products 
and services that will meet 
your home, lawn and garden 
improvement needs.

In addition, look for 
Inspire’s monthly features on 
Ask the Vet, a Q&A with home 
inspection expert Lon Gross- 
man and other features on

food and the most success­
ful ingredient for planning a 
family vacation.

Thrn the page and enjoy this 
month’s Inspire and be sure to 
patronize the local business 
owners who are the backbone 
of our communities.

Susan Rosiek
executive editor/publisher 

srosiek@hometownlife.com

■■■
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Veg out
Hom egrown fruits 
and veggies are 
healthy, delicious

Rent it
It makes sense to  rent 
rather than buy some 
items for special occasions

Spring flin g
Time to  clear the clutter 
and w ipe away the grime

Fun w ith  the fam ily
Traveling together takes team work
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STEP 1 •  FREE Consultation

Serving Northville, Novi, Plymouth, Brighto 
South Lyon and Milford areas since 1994"

.

A fte r* STEP 3 •  Installation, Scheduled & Com pleted

“ W e  m a k e  L a n d s c a p i n g  p r o j e c t s  a s  e a s y  a s  1 2  3 ! ”

1. Set up a FREE consultation with one of our Landscape professionals who is guaranteed to 
have at least 20 years experience in the Landscape industry.
2. Let one of our talented landscape designers draw the landscape that’s perfect for your needs 
and within your budget.

3. We will present your design to you within 7 days with details of all plantings and materials 
needed and cost for the entire project, your design will be accompanied by a GUARANTEED start 
and finish date. In 3 easy steps your job is scheduled for completion!

STEP 2 •  Custom 3D Design

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
CONSTRUCTION •  MAINTENANCE

Y O U R  S A T IS F A C T IO N  IS  1 0 0 %  G U A R A N T E E D .  

A L L  P L A N T IN G S  C A R R Y  A O N E  Y E A R  W A R R A N T Y .

C A L L  T O D A Y  
2 4 8 . 3 4 8 . 8 4 2 2

E X E C U T I V E  /■ ' L A N D S C A P E

2 4 8 . 3 4 8 . 8 4 2 2
Visit our website

EXECUTIVELANDSCAPE.NET 
email us: info@executivelandscape.net
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L e t  u s  c u s t o m i z e  o n e  o f  o u r  m a n y  l o w  m a i n t e n a n c e  

e x e c u t i v e  d e s i g n s  t o  f i t  y o u r  h o m e

We specialize in
D e s i g n i n g  &  

I n s t a l l i n g  B e a u t i f u l  

L A N D S C A P E S

whether your budget 
is $5,000 or $100,000
Prices do not include removal 

of existing plants/m aterials

****** ****** •** m&mWM M

S t a r t i n g  a t  $ 7 , 9 0 0

Call today for a 
no obligation in-home 

consultation

N D S C A P E

248.348.8422
Visit our website

EXECUTIVELANDSCAPE.NET 
email us: info@executivelandscape.net

ui0
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HOMEGROWN ON YOUR OWN

Tomatoes are the most popular, most-grown vegetable in home gardens.

Who would have thought getting dirt under your fin­
gernails would ever be considered one of the hottest 
trends going? According to Doug Jimerson, garden 
core director for Better Homes and Gardens, “grow­
ing your own fruits, veggies and herbs is something 
Americans are doing in record numbers this season.”

“It’s cheaper to grow your own produce than buy it 
— one $3 tomato plant will yield pounds of produce all 
season long,” Jimerson said. “Plus, the produce you 
grow just tastes better than even your grocer’s best. 
And while it’s healthy to eat and grow your own, gar­
dening is rapidly gaining popularity as a great way to 
get some exercise, relieve stress and spend healthful 
family bonding time.”

Eating foods grown in your own backyard means 
you won’t be contributing to the carbon footprint left 
behind by the “food miles” it takes to bring imported 
produce to your local grocers — so you’re helping the 
environment, too.

Growing vegetables is easier than you think. Plan 
it properly, and you can enjoy a healthy, homegrown 
harvest from the fruits of your labor — without hav­
ing to spend hours tending it.

G a r d e n in g  101
Sunshine is sustenance — Vegetables need at least 

six hours of full sun per day. The easiest thing to do 
is to place your garden in full sunlight. Make sure it’s 
easily accessible for watering; if the garden is too far 
from your house it could get neglected. Check the last 
frost date in your region and wait until threat of frost 
is past before you begin planting.

No yard necessary — Gardening doesn’t require a 
lot of room — although if you have the space and time 
to go large, go for it!. Many popular vegetables and 
herbs grow just fine in containers, making them a 
great option for those with limited space. For small­
er yards, raised beds are an easy, low-maintenance 
option. If your garden is going right into the ground, 
just turn the earth with a shovel, toss out roots and 
rocks, mix in a soil amendment for healthy soil, and 
plant.

Water relief — Water regularly, but avoid doing 
so during the heat of the day when evaporation will 
diminish the effectiveness of irrigation. Water to wet 
the soil about 8 inches deep, but don’t over-water.

Feed your food — All edible plants draw nutrients 
from the ground, and can quickly exhaust the soil 
without the help of a fertilizer. Always follow label 
directions.

G r o w in g  f o r  i t
Now that you’ve got an idea of the basics, it’s time to 

pick your plants.
Start with transplants — seedlings are way easi­

er to get growing than seeds, so you’ll save loads of 
time and enjoy improved success. Fortunately, nation­

al purveyors like Bonnie Plants make it easy to find 
hardy, high-quality, regionally appropriate plants at 
your local garden retailers. Bonnie offers time-test­
ed vegetable and herb favorites, as well as new vari­
eties, in eco-friendly, biodegradable pots that not only 
reduce plastic waste in landfills, they reduce trans­
plant shock. Simply tear off the bottom of the pot and 
set the whole thing — plant in pot — directly into the 
ground. Be sure to pay close attention to plant tags, 
they’re packed with facts and details to help you suc­
cessfully grow your plants.

Here are some favorites to consider for your garden:
• Tomatoes — The most popular, most-grown vegeta­

ble, tomatoes are always a best bet. Disease-resistant 
Bonnie Original is a hardy, flavorful addition to any 
backyard garden. For containers or small spots, try 
Sweet n’ Neat, a prolific plant that sets fruit in grape­
like clusters.

• Basil — The perfect complement to tomatoes, basil 
works well in gardens and containers. New Greek 
Columnar Basil is particularly bountiful, as it grows 
high, leafs out densely and rarely flowers. The flavor

blends traditional basil with spicy overtones of cinna­
mon, allspice and cloves.

• Bell peppers — Versatile, flavorful and nutritious, 
bell peppers are great raw snacks and make an awe­
some ingredient for a variety of cuisines. Harvest 
peppers when they’re green or red when the vitamin 
levels are higher.

• Eggplant — Black Beauty is the quintessential egg­
plant with a deep purple, glossy skin and meaty tex­
ture, and thrives in hot weather. White-skinned variet­
ies like Cloud Nine offer a sweeter, bitter-free flesh.

• Mints — Easy-to-grow mints are available in tra­
ditional spearmint and peppermint and in more exot­
ic flavors like Bonnie Plant’s new apple mint, orange 
mint and even chocolate mint, which has a flavor that 
echoes the classic Girl Scout cookie.

• Hefty harvest — The general rule: If it looks good 
enough to eat, it probably is. With many vegetables, 
the more you pick, the more the plant will produce.
For more gardening tips, ideas and advice, visit www. 
bonnieplants.com.

—  C ou rtesy  A R A  C on ten t

6  •  I n s p i r e  •  A p r i l  2 0 1 2



G o l f  R i d g e  V i l l a  H o m e s  A n n o u n c e s  t h e  

G r a n d  O p e n i n g  o f  2  N e w  R a n c h  M o d e l s

A  p e a c e f u l  h a v e n  i n  a  b u s y  w o r l d

Golf Ridge Villa Homes are perfect for enjoying 
life to its fullest.

Thoughtfully designed to accent the convenience o f first floor living, the master bedroom 
suites with luxurious baths, gourmet kitchens, open great rooms and cozy dining rooms make 
these homes the ultimate for your modern lifestyle. Many homes also offer second floor space 
that features additional bedrooms, lofts and media centers. The A u g u s ta - ju s t  o n e  o f  tw o  N E W  R a n c h  M o d e ls

Th is  co lle c tion  o f  sophisticated designs w ith  w indow s framed by shutters, intricate ra ilings, 
gabled ro o f lines, transom glass and the generous use o f  b r ick  h igh ligh t the p leasing streetscapes 
in G o lf Ridge.

Living at G olf Ridge is so carefree! Your Association 
handles everything...all maintenance o f lawn, 
landscaping, irrigation, snow and leaf removal. Relax 
after a long day and enjoy your own private respite.

The Interior.

The Exterior...
• Dramatic site 

amenities
• Majestic ponds 

& park areas
• Underground 

utilities
• Full width concrete driveways
• Complete landscaping & irrigation of all 

homes & common areas
• Brick elevations on all four sides
• Daylight & walkout home sites available
• Oversized 2-car attached garage with embossed 

sectional door, pre-wired for opener (optional 
3-car garage available on select sites)

And much more!

• First floor master suites with 
luxurious bathrooms

• Dramatic vaulted & cathedral ceilings
• Abundant closet space with generous 

shelving
• Lenox® gas log fireplace includes 

electronic ignition
• Full basements with 7’ 10” walls 

(optional finish packages available)
• Gourmet kitchens with

- Pre-finished hardwood flooring
- well-appointed MerillaL wood cabinets 

(choice of finishes)
- Granite countertops

• Convenient first floor laundry with low 
maintenance Mannington® vinyl flooring 
& choice of gas or electric hook-up

And much more!
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M o d e l H o m es O p e n : T h u rs d a y -S u n d a y  12 :00 -5 :00  pm  (o r  by a p p o in tm e n t)

G o lf Ridge Villa Homes are located in the northwest corner o f Livonia, the “C ity o f  
Parks.” Our prime location adjoins more than 500 acres o f parks and go lf courses. An  
endless assortment o f amenities are just minutes away by local streets or expressways.

w w w .G o lfR id g eH om es.com  248-615-0300
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D o  y o u  h a v e  a 

Busia, Babci, Nonna, 
Mamma, Nana, Abuela, | 
Mom or Grandmother?

Give them  a personlized  
em broidered g ift o f  fine linen 

with your special message.

Introducing  K 2 C r e a t i o n s
Specializing in custom, 
intricate, in ternational

3 0 %  O f f

em broidery work.

i A n y  P u r c h a s e  j |
_ M a y .1 2 _- 1 2 ,2 0 1 ^ W ith co ju p O T __________ | |______ U n t i U 1 a y 1 5 , ^ ^ . W t h  c o u p o n _

Sign up  for our B ridal Registry d l Save 30%  O f f

S i m p l y  P o l i s h e r
6201 Middlebelt Road • Garden City • 734-525-2880

( b e t w e e n  W a r r e n  &  F o r d  R o a d )  WWW.simplypolishusa.com 
A f t e r  E a s t e r  H o u r s  M o n  &  W e d  1 1 - 4 :3 0 , F r i  11-5 p m ,  S a t  10-3 p m

O pen^La te r  M a ^ - 10 forJV!o th er^s^Day Sho| )jMng!

G r a n d  O p e n i n g  C e l e b r a t i o n

A p r i l  2 0 t h !
60/40 Split

(50/50 on higher priced items)

Consignments Always Accepted 
( In c lu d in g  M e n ’s je w e lry )

■STORE H O U R S  B T 3  
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm E j f

WorthRepeatingOnline. com

M e n ’s  C o n s i g n m e n t

The Only C om plete  M en’s C onsignm ent S tore 
Providing Service T o  Southeastern M ichigan
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W h y  r e n t i n g  m a k e s  s e n s e

As temperatures increase, so do the activ­
ities on your social calendar. From fami­
ly reunions to graduations and weddings, 
warm weather means prime event season. If 
you’re throwing a party of any kind, you like­
ly need a few supplies. But you don’t want to 
invest a lot of money in items you will only 
use once. So how do you host the party you 
envision without buying items you’ll just 
have to store and maintain later?

In order to hold the best party possible, 
price out what you need and make smart 
decisions about buying vs. renting. Renting 
is very popular because you can get the lat­
est trends in party supplies without the cost 
of buying or the storage hassles. Here are 
some things the pros consider to keep par­
ties spectacular, yet low on cost:

Tip one: Organize with a list 
Make a list of everything you need for the 

event. Go to your local rental store to review 
all of your rental options with an event rent­
al professional. Renting will save you time 
—you won’t have to visit several different 
stores to get what you need.

Tip two: Rent tables, chairs and tents 
Tables, chairs and tents, for example, are 

likely to be used only for your event and 
may not be needed again for years — maybe 
never. You can work with your local Amer­
ican Rental Association member rental 
store to find everything you need and they 
can help you pick out the right amount/siz- 
es based on your budget and the number of 
guests. Plus, the rental company can handle 
delivery and setup — reducing your stress 
and eliminating the backache.

Tip three: Weigh your tableware options 
wisely

lb  make the most of your event and put 
your personal touch on it, renting table 
accessories, such as linens, plates, glassware 
and centerpieces, is a great option. Renting 
gives you access to items in the latest styles, 
trends and colors, making it simple to cre­
ate the look you want for an unforgettable 
event. Plus, you won’t have 200 centerpieces 
to store when the party is over.

Tip four Consider cooking instead of 
catering

If you’re having the food catered, every­
thing will be done for you, but it comes at 
a premium cost. If you want to save mon­
ey and get exactly what you want, ambitious 
party planners aren’t afraid to cook the food 
themselves. Wow your family by renting a 
grill and cooking flavorful fare at your fam­
ily reunion. For a buffet at a wedding, rent 
chafers to keep food hot and delicious, while 
adding a more formal look to your reception.

Tip five: Rent tools for home and garden 
projects, too

If you’re hosting the event in your home 
or yard, you may have a few “sprucing up” 
projects in mind. From painting to landscap­
ing, you can rent professional-quality tools 
to get the job done faster and easier without | 
the cost of buying them. You won’t have to 
store or maintain those tools later, either.

No matter what type of party you’re plan- i
ning, renting some items can help you save 
time, avoid storage hassles and create the 
event you envision well within your budget. 
Visitwww.rentalhq.com. — ARA Content
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Spring is here, which means it’s time to 
get your home in tip-top shape. By com­
pleting a few easy tasks, you can spend 
more time soaking up the sun and less 
time on interior projects. Here are five 
ways to spruce up your home this spring 
to prepare for a relaxing summer — and 
give your home that “spring cleaning” 
feel without spending the entire spring, 
well, cleaning.

1. Let there be light
Nothing makes the house feel drab 

like dirty windows. Make any room feel 
bright and fresh by cleaning the inside 
glass of your windows. A quick once 
over with a paper towel and glass clean­
er should do the trick. Look for a “streak- 
free” formula and the insides will be 
sparkling in no time.

Get the outside just as clean — without 
the hard work — by using a cleaner that 
attaches directly to your garden hose.
All you have to do is point and spray to 
remove the dirt and grime left behind 
from winter. It’s safe to use on plastic 
siding and can help you easily reach sec­
ond story windows. Plus, while you’re 
outside, quickly rinse off patio furniture, 
jungle gyms or your children’s outdoor 
toys to make them look good as new.

2. Pick up a paint brush
To freshen up any room for springtime, 

pull out your paint. Don’t try to redo the 
whole house — pick the room where a 
fresh coat of paint will make the big­
gest impact. Choose a fun new color, or 
add some flair with a unique design like 
stripes or chevron. And, don’t forget to 
touch up the trim if you have the time.

To make paint touchups a simple pro­
cess, use FrogTape brand painter’s tape. 
Treated with patented PaintBlock tech­
nology, this tape prevents paint bleed by

reacting with the water in latex paint to 
create a barrier that helps ensure clean, 
sharp lines. Plus, no tedious preparation 
is needed — just make sure walls are 
clean, dust-free and dry before applying.

“FrogTape is the best choice to help 
any homeowner paint with ease,” said 
designer and Restaurant: Impossible 
construction manager Tom Bury. “Its 
PaintBlock technology leaves very little 
room for error, making it a great choice 
for quick spring touch-ups.”

To ensure painting is a painless pro­
cess, be sure to select the right tape for 
your surface. Choose FrogTape Multi- 
Surface for cured paint (paint that has 
been dry for at least three days), wood, 
metal, glass and more. Use FrogTape 
Delicate Surface on fresh paint (paint 
that has been dry for at least 24 hours), 
wallpaper, and decorative painting. With 
the right tools, your paint project can be 
quick and easy, making your room look 
polished and pulled together.

3. Wash away winter grime
You know that soft, comfy throw blan­

ket you’ve been snuggling up with all 
winter? It’s storing more than cozy mem­
ories. Since winter is prime cold and flu 
season, it’s probably become home to 
lots of germs. Increase the clean factor 
in your home by tossing throw blankets, 
pillows, window treatments, even couch 
covers in the washing machine to get rid 
of germs. Then, hang them outside to 
dry in the sun and soak up that spring­
time scent.

4. Say "sayonara" to your sweaters
Scarves, hats, gloves, wool sweaters 

and other heavy items of clothing won’t 
be much use to you once spring is in

Please see CLEAN, 17
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T h e  s e c r e t  t o  o u t d o i n g  

y o u r  f a v o r i t e  r e s t a u r a n t
Making dishes worthy of a choice restaurant menu 

doesn’t mean spending hours in the kitchen. If s more 
about choosing top-drawer ingredients — and here are 
a few you can pick up in the deli department. They’re 
all members of an elite club of authentic foods made 
according to traditional methods and are certified PDO 
(Protected Denomination of Origin) by the European 
Union.

—Grana Padano, a cheese made only in the Padana 
Valley in Northern Italy, is terrific for easy but sophis­
ticate! dishes. —Prosciutto di San Daniele is a special 
ham, produced in San Daniele del Friuli, in the North­
east of Italy, and like all PDO products, it must pass the 
strictest inspection.

—Parmigiano Reggiano, renowned for its complex 
flavor, is made exclusively in Parma, Reggio Emilia and 
three other neighboring Italian provinces.

—Prosciutto di Parma, a delicately flavored, all-natu­
ral ham, is produced in the gently rolling hills near Par­
ma.

With legendary European foods, it’s easy to make 
restaurant-quality dishes like these. For more serv­
ing ideas and information about the PDO system, visit 
www.legendsfromeurope.com.

Asparagus, Orange and Prosciutto 
di San Daniele Salad

Y ield: 6 portion s

1 pound asparagus, trimmed

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

1 tablespoon orange juice

2 teaspoons white wine vinegar

Vz teaspoon salt

'A teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

8  slices Prosciutto di San Daniele

(4 ounces), halved lengthwise

2 navel oranges, peeled and segmented

Va cup pine nuts, toasted

In salted water, cook asparagus until tender, 
3 to 5 minutes. Rinse with cold water; pat dry.

In small bowl, whisk olive oil, orange juice, 
vinegar, salt and pepper. Divide asparagus 
on salad plates and drizzle with dressing. 
Arrange Prosciutto di San Daniele and orange 
segments over asparagus; sprinkle with pine 
nuts.

Bruschetta with skillet-seared mushrooms and Grana Padano.

B ru sch etta  w ith  Skillet- 
Seared  M ushroom s and  

G rana Padano
Y ie ld :  4 p o r t io n s

4  s lic e s  cou n try -s ty le  b read 

4 oun ce s G rana Padano , coa rse ly  g ra ted  

3 ta b le sp o o n s  extra  v irg in  o live  oil 

1 pound crim in i m ushroom s, th in ly  s liced

1 sm a ll red bell pepper, cu t in '/2 -inch p ieces

2 c lo ves  ga rlic , cu t in s liv e rs  

2 te a spo o n s  flou r

Va te a spo o n  sa lt

Va te a spo o n  fre sh ly  g round  b lack  peppe r 

V3 cup ha lf-and -ha lf 

Preheat oven to 400°F. On 
baking sheet, toast bread until 
crisp, about 10 minutes. Scat­
ter one-third of the Grana

Padano over toast.
In large skillet over medium- 

high heat, heat olive oil; add 
mushrooms and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until they give off 
liquid, about 5 minutes.

S tir in bell pepper and garlic; 
cook until tender, about 5 min­
utes. Reduce heat.

Stir in flour, salt and pep­
per; cook, stirring, 2 minutes; 
add half-and-half and simmer 
until slightly thickened, about 
3 minutes.

Divide over bruschetta and 
top with rem aining Grana 
Padano.

Please see FAB, 18

INTRODUCING 
MONTASIO CHEESE

Montasio, with a savory, well-balanced fla­
vor, is new to many Americans, but its origins 

can be traced back to a 17th-century monastery. 
To this day, it is made only in northern Italy's Friuli 

Venezia Giulia and East Veneto and has earned 
membership in Europe's "hall of fam e" as a PDO 

product. Young semi-soft Montasio is terrific 
on a cheese platter or on sandwiches. Aged 

Montasio can be grated for pasta, risotto 
and other dishes.

P arm ig ian o  R eggiano-Sp inach  P u ffs
Y ie ld :  a b o u t 3  d o z e n

4  cup s baby sp inach  (6 ounces), cooked , coo led  

Va cup  f lou r 

Vz te aspoon  sa lt 

Vs te a spo o n  cayenne  p eppe r 

Va cup milk 

5 ta b le sp o o n s  butter 

3 la rge eggs, at room  tem pera tu re  

1 Vz cup s (6 ounces) coa rse ly  grated  

Parm ig iano  Regg iano 

Preheat oven to 400°F.
Line 2 baking sheets with parchm ent paper. 
Wrap spinach in a towel, squeeze until dry; 

chop fine.
In small bowl, mix flour, salt and cayenne.

In medium saucepan, bring milk and butter to 
a boil. Remove from heat and add flour mixture; 

with wooden spoon, beat until it thickens and pulls 
away from sides, about 1 minute.
Add eggs 1 at a time, beating well until incorporated. 

Stir in spinach and cheese.
Drop rounded spoonfuls onto prepared baking sheets, spac­

ing 1 inch apart. Bake until golden, 20 to 25 minutes.
Serve warm. (Puffs can be held at room tem perature up to 1 

day or frozen; reheat in 400°F oven, 3 to 5 minutes.)

1 0  •  I n s p i r e  •  A p r i l  2 0 1 2

http://www.legendsfromeurope.com


T o p

t a s t y

f o o d

t r e n d s  

t h a t  c a n  

b e n e f i t  

y o u r  

f a m i l y ’s  

h e a l t h

A visit to the grocery store provides thousands of food options including an increase in the number of healthier choices, including organic offerings and expand­
ed produce selections.

A visit to your local grocer provides thousands of 
food options, and it’s likely you’ve recently noticed an 
increase in the number of healthier choices, including 
organic offerings and expanded produce selections. But 
what are the next big things when it comes to healthy 
food?

Here are some healthy food trends to look for the next 
time you’re at your local grocery store:

Trend 1: Sprouted grains
You’ve heard plenty about whole grain, but the next 

level of whole grains is called “sprouted grains.” 
Because the process of germination changes the com­
position of grain and seeds in numerous ways, sprout­
ing can increase vitamin content and aid in diges­
tion of the entire grain so your body better absorbs 
all the nutrients. Food for Life is at the forefront of 
this trend and offers different products using grains 
sprouted under an exclusive process. For exam­
ple, new Ezekiel 4:9 Sprouted Whole Grain Waffles 
are made from sprouted grains to maximize nutri­
tion while retaining important natural fiber and bran. 
These waffles come in several varieties including 
original, golden flax, blueberry and apple nut. For

more information about sprouted grain products, visit 
www.foodforlife.com.

Trend 2: Omega-3 additives
For years, lots of the food found on grocers’ shelves 

has been enriched with a variety of vitamins and miner­
als. Bread might contain iron, orange juice might have 
added calcium — these additions are often advertised 
on the product’s label. The newest nutrient being add­
ed to some of our favorite foods is omega-3. This essen­
tial fatty acid has been shown to have numerous ben­
efits when consumed, from reducing risks of illness­
es such as heart disease, to aiding in brain growth for 
children. You’re likely to see more omega-3 additives in 
your favorite foods, such as cereal, juice, eggs and even 
your pet’s food.

Trend 3: Fruits and veggies galore
The benefits of fruits and vegetables cannot be over­

stated. This was apparent when in 2011 the USD A 
replaced the old food pyramid with the new circular 
icon called MyPlate that recommends filling half your 
plate with fruits and vegetables. More people are mak­
ing an effort to eat a rainbow of colorful produce each 
day and they want the freshest items possible. Con­

tinued demand for locally produced foods is inspiring 
droves of people to visit their local farmers markets for 
seasonal fruits and vegetables. These items are usual­
ly picked at the peak of freshness, providing you with 
an optimum amount of vitamins and minerals. Plus your 
squash or potatoes won’t have to travel thousands of 
miles before they get to your pantry.

Trend 4: Plant-based "dairy" products 
Interest in plant-based foods is building steam, even 

among those who don’t have a lactose sensitivity. This 
interest has inspired a variety of dairy alternatives to 
appear on grocery shelves. Plant-based foods are known 
to contain higher levels of nutrients and often have little 
or no bad fats/oils. As an alternative to 2-percent cow’s 
milk, now you can easily find almond or coconut milk 
at your local store. Soy ice creams of today are also far 
better than in years past. Butter can be made from fruit 
and sour cream is now made from tofu.

From sprouted grains to healthy new additives, these 
food trends are growing in popularity because they are 
delicious ways to benefit your health. Visit your local 
grocery store or co-op to try something new today.

—  A R A  Content
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When it comes to planning your family’s 
vacation, you can find a lot of value in that 
old saying “teamwork divides the task and 
doubles the success.” Divvying up planning 
responsibilities helps ensure that one mem­
ber of the family is not overwhelmed with 
tasks, and that everyone is excited about 
and invested in the trip.

“Sharing time together is one of the most 
appealing aspects of family vacations,” said 
Kimberly Miles, a travel planning expert 
with the Myrtle Beach Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. “Families can start 
their vacation fun early by sharing plan­
ning responsibilities. It can be a great way 
to teach kids organizational and planning 
skills, and make sure everyone takes own­
ership of the family vacation.”

All age groups can take part in the pro­
cess, Miles notes. Here are some ideas 
for dividing the work and multiplying the 
enjoyment of the family vacation planning 
process:

1 2  •  I n s p i r e  •  A p r i l  2 0 1 2

Start with a survey
Successful teamwork requires constant 

communication. Your family vacation team 
effort should start by polling the mem­
bers. Where does everyone want to go? Of 
course, you won’t be able to fulfill every 
desire, but you can come close by encourag­
ing everyone to be specific.

For example, it’s not enough to say every­
one wants to go to the beach, because not 
all beach destinations will offer the same 
appeal for all family members. Will your 
family members be relaxing or frolicking 
on the beach? Spending the whole trip in the 
sand and surf, or looking for other attrac­
tions to round out their adventure? Do they 
want to stay in a busy beachfront hotel, or 
somewhere quieter and off the beaten path?

“Destinations that offer a broad range of 
activities have the best chance of pleasing 
everyone in the family,” said Miles. Look 
for a location like Myrtle Beach, where gen­
erations of families have found something

for every member—from miles of pris­
tine beaches and plenty of water sports, to 
amusement parks, great shopping and din­
ing, and even museums and live entertain­
ment.

Research your options
Many families rely on the Internet for 

planning and booking their vacations. The 
Web can be a great resource for informa­
tion about a variety of destinations — from 
what attractions you’ll find there to how 
much hotel rooms will cost during your 
travel dates. Look for family travel blogs 
and websites that provide specific destina­
tion information, visitor reviews, tips and 
advice.

Don’t overlook the value of word-of- 
mouth. Check with family and friends to see 
if they’ve visited your destination of choice, 
what they thought of it and what attrac­
tions they recommend. All the professional 
reviews on the Web can’t beat die endorse­
ment of happy, satisfied kids.

Ass»gr age-appropriate tasks 
Once you’ve chosen your destination, the 

real teamwork begins. Divide up tasks based 
on each family member’s abilities. Mom and 
Dad will probably do the actual booking, but 
teens and older kids can pitch in with tasks 
like prepping the house to be vacant, and 
researching what to do and see. Grandpar­
ents can help with driving and packing. Even 
young children can play a role if you allow 
them to choose some of the snacks the fam­
ily will pack for the trip. Encourage every­
one to choose one activity or sight in which 
the whole family will participate in. This will 
help ensure everyone gets to do something 
they enjoy, and the entire team gets to take 
part in a variety of activities.

‘Teamwork in vacation planning can defi­
nitely help make the workload lighter on par­
ents,” said Miles. “And it helps get everyone 
excited about the trip—before they even 
begin the journey.”

— ARA Content
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L o w - l a b o r ,  h i g h - i m p a c t

Open a design magazine or visit a 
home improvement website and they’ll 
extol the virtues of repainting as a great 
way to freshen a room’s decor. But there 
are plenty of less labor-intensive ways to 
give a room a new look.

From paint accents to new window 
treatments, here are some ideas for 
upgrading your decor with a lot less 
work:

• Easi­
er paint­
ing tasks —
While paint­
ing a room 
is well with­
in the capa­
bilities of 
most hom­
eowners, 
it can be a 
labor-inten­
sive job.
One way to 
take advan­
tage of 
paint’s pow­
er while 
minimiz­
ing the time 
spent prep- 
ping walls 
and taping 
trim is to paint a single accent wall. This 
works especially well if you’re starting 
out with a neutral palette on the walls, 
which is often the case if you’ve recent­
ly bought your home. Another effective, 
fast option is to paint one or two piec­
es of wood furniture to add a quick, easy 
pop of color to a room.

• Window treatments — Changing win­
dow treatments can be a powerful way 
to give a room the look of a full face­
lift while altering only one design ele­
ment. Consider venturing beyond simple 
drapes or sheers to window treatments 
such as cellular shades that offer natu­
ral light control and a pop of color.

Products like Simple Fit custom cellu­
lar shades by Redi Shade make achiev­
ing a custom look easy with cordless 
positioning and light filtering that cre­
ate dramatic affects on a room’s ambi­
ance. The honeycomb cellular fabric 
shades are available in more than 30 col­
ors and three styles that provide light­
filtering, blackout and privacy options.

Even better, Simple Fit is designed for 
DIYers to install in less than a minute

without drills or brackets. The patented 
compression mount system means you 
can install the shades with the touch of 
a button. Learn more at www.simplefit- 
customshades.com.

• Update your accents — Accesso­
ries and accents are like jewelry for 
your room. Throw pillows, area rugs and 
upholstery afford you the opportunity

to add lay­
ers of inter­
est with pat­
terns, tex­
tures and 
colors. 
Updating 
accents can 
help create 
a fresh new 
look for a 
room, and 
it’s a great 
way to add 
seasonal 
appeal to 
your decor.

•Adda 
mural — 
Designers 
and hom­
eowners 
have used 
murals to 

create drama and interest in homes 
for centuries. But painting a tradition­
al mural is a labor-intensive task that 
would challenge most DIYers. A wall­
paper mural can be a much easier, fast­
er option. You can find a wide selection 
of scenes and patterns online, or you 
can even customize a mural with your 
own original photos and artwork. These 
murals are easy to install and some even 
cost less than $100.

• Declutter — How often do we spend 
time — and money — creating a specif­
ic look for a room, only to have the decor 
fade away into the background behind 
the clutter of everyday life? Remov­
ing clutter is one of the fastest, easiest 
and cost-free ways to refresh the way a 
room looks. Decluttering allows a room’s 
design to shine through and can help 
even the most cramped space feel larger 
and more welcoming.

With a few simple, low-labor projects, 
it’s possible to freshen your room’s decor 
quickly and easily, turning redecorating 
into a fast, fun and rewarding project.

—  A R A  C ontent

Consider venturing beyond simple drapes or sheers to 
window treatments such as cellular shades that offer natural 
light control.
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S t o p  t h a t  s m e l l  f r o m  d o w n  b e l o w

By Lon Grossman
Guest Columnist

Q : I h a v e  a  m u s ty  o d o r  e m itt in g  fro m  th e  c raw l 

s p a c e . H o w  can  I s to p  th e  o d o r  f ro m  r is in g  th ro u g h  

th e  f lo o r ?

A: Check to make sure that a 
plumbing fixture or pipe is not leaking 
into the crawl. The leak could be 
rotting some of the sub-floor and 
possibly the insulation.

You’ll need to crawl under the house 
with a flashlight and look directly 
under the kitchen and 
bathroom areas. Check 
for plumbing leaks or 
leaking through the 
foundation walls.

Check the insulation 
around the perimeter 
or is it attached to the 
underside of the floor 
joists? In either case, 
it could be trapping 
moisture or critters 
and the smell could be originating 
from either. In both cases, it’s not 
uncommon.

If you’re sure that neither one 
of these issues is the cause of the 
problem, than you’ll have to remove 
the insulation away from the band 
joists. That is the insulation stuffed 
between the joists along the top of 
the exterior walls. Oftentimes when 
inspecting houses, I find evidence of 
leaking, rotting and wood destroying 
insect activity in that area and it is 
usually caused by improperly installed 
door walls, entries or brick flashing on 
the exterior.

Remember, where there’s smoke 
there’s fire and in your case, you need 
to find the leak and eliminate the odor.

Q: I am  c o n fu s e d . M y  re a l e s ta te  a g e n t  s a id  I h a v e  

to  h ire  a  h o m e  in s p e c to r , b u t th e  s e l le r  s a y s  it m u st 

b e  a  l ic e n s e d  h o m e  in sp e c to r .

A: There is no licensing for 
inspectors in Michigan. That’s not 
entirely bad. I’ve talked to inspectors 
where there is licensing and it seems to 
“dumb down” the industry.

The best inspectors are qualified 
and must undergo ongoing continuing 
education training. They also must be 
members of the American Society of 
Home Inspectors (www.ashi.org) or the 
National Society of Home Inspectors 
(www.nahi.org).

Both organizations set standards of 
practice, require continuing education 
and establish guidelines regarding 
ethics for inspectors.

Make sure any inspector is a member

of one of these organizations and has 
errors and omissions insurance.

Q : I h a v e  w a te r  in  m y  c raw l s p a c e . It  h a s  a  d ir t  

f lo o r  th a t  is  c o v e re d  w ith  p la s t ic  a n d  I p u t e x te n s io n s  

o n  th e  d o w n s p o u ts .  T h e re  a r e  n o  p ro b le m s  w ith  ro t 

o r  m o ld  b u t t h e r e  is  a  s lig h t m u s ty  o d o r.

A: With time you will have mold and 
rot so correcting the leak is imperative.

I am assuming the ground around the 
exterior is sloped away from the house 
and not toward it.

Your next step would be to either 
waterproof the foundation walls 
and install a drain tile system on the 
exterior or put in a drain tile system to 
a sump pump in the crawl.

Whatever you do is expensive, 
but necessary. Check in the yellow 
pages under basement waterproofing 
companies.

Q : M y w a te r  h e a te r  a n d  fu rn a c e  a r e  in  th e  

b a s e m e n t  a n d  e x h a u s t in to  a m u tu a l ch im n e y  q u ite  

a p a r t  f ro m  th e  f ir e p la c e .  T h e re  is  a n  a s h  d e a n - o u t  
d o o r  a t  th e  b a s e  o f  th e  ch im n ey . In  ra in y  w e a th e r  o r  

a t  a  th a w , th ro u g h  th is  d o o r  co m e s  a  p re t ty  g o o d  

f lo w  o f  w a te r .

A: First, install a metal chimney cap 
and screening on top of the flue. Also 
make sure the wash at the top of the 
chimney is not cracked, broken, rusted 
through and/or leaking.

While those are the common sources 
of leaking, your problem may be 
because the chimney below grade is 
cracked and water is getting into it and 
leaking through the clean-out door.

If that’s the case, basem ent 
waterproofers should be able to 
repair the problem.

Q : W h e n  it  r a in s ,  w a t e r  d r ip s  in to  o u r  

b a s e m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  f i r e p la c e .  T h e  c o n t r a c to r  

w h o  in s t a l le d  t h e  f i r e p la c e  f o r  u s  h a s  to ld  u s  

t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  c o m in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h im n e y  h a s  

a ls o  ru in e d  t h e  in s u la t io n  in s id e  t h e  c h im n e y .

H e  s a y s  t h e  c o ld  d r a f t s  w e  g e t  in  o u r  l iv in g  ro o m  

e a c h  w in t e r  c o m in g  f ro m  t h e  f i r e b o x  a r e  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  in s u la t io n  h a v in g  b e e n  s o a k e d  a n d  

n o  lo n g e r  d o in g  i t s  jo b .  I ’m  t r y in g  to  d e c id e  w h a t  

to  d o .

A: I agree that the insulation is 
most likely ruined. The leak probably 
originated from the chimney wash. If 
it is masonry, (which I doubt) it can 
be patched with vinyl concrete. If it’s 
a metal pan, it is a poor design and 
prone to leaking.

Lon Grossman of Bloomfield Hills is president 
of Technihouse Inspections Inc., a southeast 
Michigan residential and commercial inspec­
tion company. E-mail your questions to him at 
drdiy@comcast.net. Call (248) 855-5566. Visit 
his website www.technihouse.com. Follow Lon's 
Blog at http://drdiy.wordpress.com/.

Compare Our Quality and Our Prices!

B E C K W A Y  G A R A G E  D O O R

lUKU

C om m ercial Sales  
& Service Sales, 

Service and Insta lla tion  
Garage Doors & Openers 
Storm  and  Entry Doors

CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE 
OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

F R E E
G arage D oor  

O pener
with purchase of select Garage Doors
Offer limited to one per Household. Limited quantity. 

Installation of Opener Available. Ask for details.

Home of the 
4  L i f e t i m e  W a r r a n t

505 E. Lake Street - South Lyon

1  = ■.m
www.beckwaydoor.com 

. Established 1978

^ m h k m  s r a .
Infants • Boys • Girls • Young Adult & Woman

Specializing in v

“ D r e s s  U p  ”  C
• P ag ean t • P rom
• B ridesm aid  • Shoes
• W edding  • Veils
• A ccessories
• Boys Tuxedos & Suits
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1 0 %  O F F
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r ; -S  734-466-9190 OE08773256
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A S K  T H E  V E T

S u d o k u

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 

sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear 

only once in each row, column and box. You 
can figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues already 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers you 
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

4 7 2 8
2 1 9 4 8 3

6 7

1 9 3 2 4
4 8 9

3 6 1

7 8 2 1 9

9 6 8
3 8 9 6 5

Level: Beginner

5 1 4

9 6
7 5 9
4 1

5 9 6 8 7

1 8 3

8 9 7
4 3

6 2
Level: Intermediate

1 7
5 2 9
4

8 7 1 9
7 5

3 4

9 4

6 3 8
6 7 8 5 4

Level: Advanced

Answers found on page 18

Jimmy cracked tooth
... and I do care

By Dr. Thomas Kavanagh
Guest Columnist

Jimmy the dachshund is 5 years old. Just a little over a 
year ago, he broke his large upper molar tooth while 
chewing on a leftover soup bone. Bleeding was noticed 

by his owner, which prompted a visit to the family veteri­
narian.

Linda, his owner, told the veterinarian that recent­
ly Jimmy had not been eating hard food.

The family veterinarian noticed that not only was 
a piece of tooth loose, but also it was attached to the 
adjacent gum tissue even though it was separat­
ed from the rest of the tooth. Every time Jimmy bit 
down to eat, pain prevented him from crunching his 
food.

“Can the tooth be saved?” Linda asked.
“Most likely it can be. We’ll refer you to a veteri­

nary dentist!” Dr. Karen Krieger said.
I first saw Linda and Jimmy after the acute pain 

was diminished from the medicine that Krieger pre­
scribed for Jimmy. A happy tail wag greeted me as I 
opened his mouth to take a gander. Except for calculus 
accumulation, the oral cavity was in pretty good shape. 
The best course of events that we could hope for, was 
to save the tooth by performing a root canal treatment; 
removing the painful and contaminated nerve and seal­
ing the inside of the tooth to prevent migration of oral bac­
teria into the deeper structures of the facial bone, which 
could lead to abscessation. Because this tooth is used pri­
marily to bite down hard, amalgam would be the pre­
ferred filling material to close the cavity. Amalgam is 
harder than the tooth is.

Our plan was, to run blood tests — checking for poten­
tial complications — and clean the teeth (perform­
ing proper examination by exploring and probing while 
under the effects of anesthesia). Using dental radiogra­
phy would help us determine the feasibility of perform­
ing a root canal. Sometimes a tooth cannot be salvaged 
and must therefore be removed.

Jimmy’s tooth was found to be otherwise sound. Addi­
tional radiographs were produced during the procedure 
to help guide instruments and obtain measurements, and 
then finally when the procedure was done, to assess com­
pletion. Our goal was accomplished and it appeared to us 
that Jimmy should have a tooth that he could happily use 
for the next 10 years pain and infection free.

A year after the root canal procedure was done, a fol­
low up dental scaling, polish, fluoride treatment and 
assessment was done. The amalgam filling was intact, 
in place and sturdy. By polishing the tooth and filling 
smooth, we were able to remove irregularities, in turn 
making the tooth and filling more resistant to excess 
wear and calculus accumulation. The radiograph tak­

Thomas
Kavanagh

en one year later was nearly identical to the original tak­
en the day of the procedure, which signifies success. 
That happy tail wag greeted Linda as she scooped up 
Jimmy and smiled. She looked forward to him enjoying 
his meals like any dog should ... and the halitosis was all 
gone!

Root canal procedures are routinely done on dogs’ and 
cats’ teeth. By looking into your pet’s mouth you may be 
able to compare the right side, tooth by tooth, to the left 
side to check for irregularities such as teeth fractures, 
cavities, calculus, gum overgrowth, tumors and so on.

A broken tooth is just as painful for a pet. If a tooth is 
fractured exposing a nerve, or later, after the nerve dies, 
exposes a pulp chamber, the treatment choices are either 
a root canal procedure with filling or tooth extraction. As 
members of our families, we owe it to our pets to provide 
for them the comfort we would expect for ourselves.

Thomas Kavanagh, D.V.M., is a native of southeastern Michi­
gan, having attended Our Lady of Loretto and Redford Union 
Schools. He attended Ferris State, Wayne State and Michigan 
State universities. He received a bachelor of science degree and a 
doctorate in veterinary medicine from Michigan State University. 
He is board-certified in veterinary dentistry and is a fellow of the 
Academy of Veterinary Dentistry. Kavanagh owns Village Animal 
Clinic, 34415 Grand River Ave., in Farmington where he serves as 
the medical director. Married and the father of two adult children, 
Kavanagh's family also include two dogs —  Maya and Apache 
—  as well as the family cat, Phoebe. He can be reached at (248) 
477-0334 or www.VillageAnimal.net.
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Make any room feel bright and fresh by cleaning the inside glass of your windows.

C LEA N
Continued from  page 9

full swing. Save room in your closets 
by getting them out of the way — put 
clothing items you won’t need in warm 
weather in plastic storage bins. Keep 
them in an attic or basement, clearing 
space for your warmer-weather wear. 
As you’re packing things up, pull aside 
anything you haven’t worn all winter 
and donate these items to your local 
charity. It’s an easy way to de-clutter, 
make your home feel more organized 
and give back to your community. The 
same methodology goes for kitchen 
cabinets, desk drawers and playrooms. 
Store away items you’re not using and 
give what you don’t need to charity 
— if you’re not using it, someone else 
might.

5. Dust your digs
Spring brings more than just sunshine

— it’s also the bearer of seasonal aller­
gies. Help fight the sniffles by shaking 
out rugs and giving rooms a good once­
over with a feather duster. If wiping 
down the entire house seems too tedious, 
focus on areas that aren’t in plain sight. 
Throughout the year, you probably wipe 
down surfaces that are clearly visible — 
tables, shelves, countertops. But, when 
was the last time the top of the refriger­
ator or the ceiling fan saw a duster? Use 
spring cleaning as a chance to focus on 
those areas that don’t often get cleaned. 
Your home, and your nose, will thank you.

Follow these simple tips to make every 
moment count this spring. Your home will 
be sparkly and clean before you know it
— giving you plenty of time to relax and 
soak up the sun.

—  A R A  Content

Experienc ing Europe's cen tu r ie s -o  
on an upda ted  luxu ry  vaca tion .

FRANCE

12-N ig h t Wine Cruise
onboard Celebrity Constellation® 
Southampton, England Roundtrip 
September 19-October 1,2012

Interiors starting from * 1 1 4 9  pp double 

Verandahs starting from * 1 6 1 9  pp double

P orts in clu de: Vigo, Spain; Porto, Portugal; Bilbao, 
Spain (Basque Country) 2 days; Bordeaux, France  

2 days; LeHavre, France (Paris & Normandy) 2 days

For reservations or information, please contact:

T R A V E L ^  LEADERS’
44427 Ann Arbor Rd W ;
Plymouth, Ml 48170 
734-455-5810
Kate Rosevear • kate#travelleaders.com

Travel with the friends o f the

'̂ ffilCHIGAN
P h i l h a r m o n i c
Nan Washburn, Music D irector &  Conductor

C e l e b r i t y  C r u i s e s ®

f C EL EB R IT Y  C R U IS E S  R ES ER V ES  T H E  R IG H T  T O  IM P O S E  A  F U E L  S U P P L E M E N T  O F  U P  T O  $10USD  
PER  G U E S T  PER  D A Y  O N  A LL  G U E S T S  IF  T H E  PR IC E  O F  W E S T  T E X A S  IN T E R M E D IA T E  FU EL 
E X C EED S  $65 .00  PER  BARREL.

•Prices are in U.S. dollars, cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, on select sailings, 
and subject to availability. Itinerary and prices subject to change without notice. Government 
taxes and fees are additional. Certain restrictions apply. Modern Luxury is a trademark of Celebrity 
Cruises Inc. ©2012 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships' registry: Malta & Ecuador. 12027989 • 3/2012

OE08773345

I n s p i r e  •  A p r i l  2 0 1 2  •  1 7



K n i g h t s b r i d g e  

A n t i q u e  M a l l

26,000 sq.ft, with over 200 dealers of quality 
antiques. We have something for everyone.

S a l e  S a l e  S a l e ! ! !
A p r i l  2 0 t h  -  2 9 t h  

1 5 - 5 0 %  O f f  S t o r e w i d e
*Sign up to be notified about sales

Open 7 Days a Week, ll-6pm . W ednesdays ll-8pm

42305 Seven Mile Road • (Just 2 Miles west o f1-275) 
Northville, M l 48167 • 248-344-7200

e-mail: themallknightsbridge@yahoo.com

them  a t Prom.
Visit us soon for the best selctions!

PAPARAZZI
an

MAC DUGGAL
ore

Purchase a dress and be entered 
into a drawing to receive the price 

of your dress back FREE!

1 0 %  O F F :
any purchase
N o t v a lid  o n  p re v io u s  p u rc h a s e .

Expires 6 /30/12

r E v a ' s

bridal &> fashions
M iddlebelt • Garden City 

734-422-5390 
www.evasbridal.net

W ed din g  G ow ns • B ridesm aid  G ow n s • Mother-of-the-Bride & G ro o m  | 
Evening W ear • Prom Dresses

M o n d a y  &  T h u rs d a y  10-8; T u esd ay . W e d n e s d a y ,  &  F r id a y  10-6; S a tu rd a y  10-5; S u n d a y :  C lo s e d
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Ziti with roasted cauliflower.

FAB
Continued from page 10

Ziti w ith  R oasted  C auliflow er, 
P rosciu tto  di P arm a and  

T oasted  B read cru m b s
Y ie ld :  4 p o r t io n s

2 s lic e s  cou n try -s ty le  bread, 

c ru sts  rem oved, to rn  into p ie ces  

Vz cup o live  o il, d iv ided 

1 la rge cau lif low er (2 Vz pounds), 

trim m ed and chopped  

'A te a spo o n  sa lt

8 s lic e s  P ro sc iu tto  di Parm a (4 ounces), 

cut in to 1-inch squa re s , d iv ided 

4  c lo ves  ga rlic , fine ly  chopped  

8 oun ce s d ry  z it i, cooked  and dra ined, 

re se rv ing  1 cup p a s ta  w ater 

Zz cup d ry  white w ine 

Vz cup chopped  fla t- lea f pa rs ley  

% teaspoon  hot red p ep pe r flakes, o r  to  taste  

Preheat oven to 425°F.
In food processor, pulse bread to

form crumbs.
In shallow pan, mix breadcrum bs 

with 1 tablespoon olive oil; toast until 
golden, stirring  once, about 5 m in­
utes.

In large baking pan, mix cauliflow­
er with 3 tablespoons olive oil and 
salt. Roast until browned, stirring  
occasionally, about 30 minutes.

In large skillet over medium-high 
heat, heat rem aining 1 tablespoon 
oil; add half prosciutto and cook until 
crisp. Stir in garlic; cook until fra ­
grant, about 30 seconds.

Stir in pasta, cauliflower and wine. 
Stir well, adding pasta water as 
needed for a saucy consistency. Stir 
in parsley and hot pepper flakes.

Spoon into shallow bowls; top with 
rem aining Prosciutto di Parm a and 
breadcrum bs. Garnish with addi­
tional Prosciutto di Parm a slices, if 
desired.

—  C ourtesy F am ily  F eatures

Su d o k u  A n sw e rs

mailto:themallknightsbridge@yahoo.com
http://www.evasbridal.net


‘D a l f o t t

FLOORING

H u g e  C a r p e t
R e m n a n t  S a le

Next Day Delivery!

W H O L E

$ < 5  9 9
s q  f t  

Installed
L A M I N A T E

INSTALLATION I n  S t o c k :
Not to be combined w ith  other offers I  N ot to be combined w ith other offers

We are committed to offering every customer
competitive prices every day.

pj

M o n - F r i  1 0 - 7  S a t  1 0 - 5

the very best service and 
" O v e r  4 0  Y e a r s

1 5 9 8 6  M i d d l e b e l t  •  L i v o n i a
Between 5 & 6 Roads

734.522.5100
7 3 4 . 5 2 2 . 5 3 0 0

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILE • VINYL • AREA RUGS

*

Landscape Services, Inc.
2 8 4 0 1  H a a s  R d . ,  W i x o m ,  M I  4 8 3 9 3  

P h .  2 4 8 - 4 8 6 - 0 9 6 0  • F a x  2 4 8 - 4 8 6 - 0 0 1 3  

w w w . b e H s l a n d s c a p e . c o m

C o m p l e t e  L a n d s c a p e  D e s i g n  8  I n s t a l l a t i o n  S e r v i c e s

•  C o m p le te  G ro u n d s  M a in te n a n c e  •  L a n d s c a p e  D esig n  •  C u s to m  D eck s  &

G a z e b o s  •  R e ta in in g  W alls •  P la n tin g : S h ru b s , f r e e s  & F lo w e rs  

•  B rick  P a v e r  P a t io s  & W a lk w ay s  •  S o d  & H y d ro se ed in g

• Sprinkler System  Repair & Installation  • W ater F ea tu res • L andscape Lighting

•  W e a re  fu lly  l ic e n s e d  a n d  in su re d

•  We a re  a n  a w a rd  w in n in g  la n d s c a p e  c o m p a n y

•  W e o ffe r  th e  m o s t  c o m p e titiv e  p ric in g  in  th e  a re a

•  S in c e  1 9 7 8

C a l l  US f i r s t . . .  Let us create an award winning landscape fo r you!

2 4 8 -4 8 6 -0 9 6 0

r  Hardwood 
Mulch

n r
Annual 
Flower 

Installation
M in. 5  f la t s ,  

j N ew  c u s to m e r s  o n ly .

n r

,L iv v w /y d .
In s ta lle d , m in . 5  y d s .

C e d a r  o r  C olor 
m u lc h  e x tra .

N ew  c u s to m e r s  o n ly .
Expires May, 31,2012 j  Expires May, 31,2012 j  ^  Expires^flay^31^201J^

S p r i n k l e r  

S y s t e m  

C h e c k  U p
w ith  a  S e a s o n a l  

M a in te n a n c e  C o n tra c t  
N ew  c u s to m e r s  on ly .
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http://www.beHslandscape.com


WALDENWOODS FAMILY 
RECREATION RESORT

2 9 7 5  O l d  U . S .  2 3 ,  H a r t l a n d ,  M l  4 8 3 5 3  •  w w w . w a l d e n w o o d s . c o m

Camping /  Cottages /  Lodge Rooms /  Day Usage
"Book your Waldenwoods Historical Tour and Presentation NOW and you will have one year to use

2  NIGHTS & 3  DAYS O F  FREE C A M PIN G  
o r  a  S u n s h in e  L odge  R o o m  S ta y  a t  M e m b e r  P r ic in g  ( $ 3 9 /n ig h t)

A c tiv itie s  a il y e a r  lo n g : •  F ish in g  •  H ik ing  •  B ik ing  •  P ic n ic k in g  •  S a ilin g  •  W in te r  A c tiv itie s
•  P la n n e d  A c tiv itie s  a n d  S p e c ia l E v en ts  fo r  E veryone!

W a l d e n w o o d s  M e m b e r s h i p  C o m e s  w i t h  R e s o r t s  o f  D i s t i n c t i o n  T r a v e l  P r o g r a m .  

L o w  P r i c e  C o t t a g e s  •  C o n d o  R e n t a l s  •  D i s c o u n t  C r u i s e ,  H o t e l  &  G o l f  R a t e s  ^  

A l l  O v e r  t h e  W o r l d . . . .  a n d  F R E E  C A M P I N G  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U . S . !

CALL NOW! (810) 632-6420 
For FR E E  Camping Weekend or Day Pass

You and
your fam ily  receive 

2  condo weeks per year 
w ithou t purchasing a 

tim e  share! in

2 0  •  I n s p i r e  •  A p r i l  2 0 1 2

http://www.waldenwoods.com
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D Y N A M I C
H ard scapes & C onstruction

'7
.1 ,1

/  j !

8 7 7 - 8 9 5 - 3 0 0 4

Decorate concrete for 
residential, commercial, and 

municipal properties. 
Specializing in custom textures, 

colors, and finishes.
* D r i v e w a y s
* P a t i o s
* F i r e  P i t s
* P a r k i n g  L o t s
* C o u n t e r t o p s
* B a t h r o o m s
* G a r a g e s

* W a l k w a y s
* P o o l s  &  S p a s
* O u t d o o r  K i t c h e n s
* R e t a i n i n g  W a l l s
* W a t e r  F e a t u r e s
* K i t c h e n s
* G a r d e n  W a l l s  

A n d  M o r e !

F R E E  E S T IM A T E S !
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

www.dynamichardscapes.com
Licensed and Bonded A1374754

24 Hot home
improvement trends

45 Protection for your 
patio surfaces

It’s springtime in Michigan, 
which means our local 

advertisers are offering you 
great deals for your home 

and garden needs. Whether 
it’s a new carpet, a room 
addition or anything in- 

between, be sure to take a 
look at the savings they are 

offering to you.

25 Excitement with color 46 The basics for first
time gardeners

26 Start your
spring-cleaning 48 Airing out your lawn

28 What’s in your shed?

30 Basement dampness... 
gone for good

50 There is hope for 
spring lawns

51 Canines in your yard
32 Achieving a cleaner, 

healthier home
54 Vacuums built 

for your dog

34 Cover Story:
Hiding all the cables

55 Making...
“Home Sweet Home”

36 Downwards is now 
a good thing

56 Hydroponics 
for your plants

38 Decorate a screened 
in porch

40 Thoughts on patio 
furniture

42 Add curb appeal 
to your home

44 Enhance your 
patio and backyard

58 Is container 
gardening for you?

59 Herbs in the garden

60 Yes you can... 
Do-It-Yourself

62 Plan a cost efficient 
cool summer

2 2  •  S pring  H o m e &  G arden •  A pril 2 0 1 2
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HOT TUBS sage
S t a r t in g  a t  f  n P N L ^ v s l ^

$1995.00 I t
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j C a n c i d .  u j i j ^ ^ L s i .

23423 G risw o ld  • South  Ly^

2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 1 7$m
S o i l s  •  M u l c h e s  •  S t o n e  

F i r e w o o d  •  B o u l d e r s  •  R e t a i n e r  W a l l  B l o c k  P a t i o  
S t o n e s *  B r i c k  P a v e r s

y -
• G ood S e lec tio n  o f  D rivew ay S to n e  
. 7  D ifferen t K inds o f  M ulch &

■

‘ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! M -F 9 -6 , SAT 10 -6 , SUN 11 -4

i H A L F  O F F  i s c  O F F
| D E L IV E R Y  | \ j r r

10 yds. or more j Any Delivery of
Up to 5 miles ^ 3 yds. or more

T U R F  E Q U I P M E N T

S P O R T

4 2 ”  D e c k
T h e  U l t i m a t e  Z e r o  H i m

s a l e ? $ 2 9 9 9
F i n a n c i n g  A v a i la b le  

L a w n  M o w e r  T u n e -U p
\  I n c l u d e s :  S p e c i a l

I* * Oil Change 
• Change Spark Plug

I* Sharpen & Balance Blade 
• Clean or Replace Air Filter 
• Install In-line Fuel Filter 

I • Check Engine Compression
* • Check Ignition System
I * Clean Fuel System • Lube & Adjust Moving Parts ^̂ower Wash Top of Mower

I
Reg. $69.9!} 
NOW ONLY
$ 4 0 9 5

Plus Parts \

W it h  C o u p o n  ^ 
E x p ir e s  5 / 3 1 / 1 ^

J

in  th e

• 17.5 HP OHV Briggs & Stratioif engine
• 42” Fabracted commercial mowing deck
• Hydrostatic tansmissions for true zero-degree 

turning maneuverability
• Commercial duty, serviceable deck spindles
• Toughest frame, front forks and deck in the industry j
• Simplest maintenance in the industry 
•2 to 3 year warranty

A ls o  a v a ila b le ... 
S P O R T  4 8 ”
with 20 hp OHV 
twin Kawasaki 
engine for...

D e c k

* 3 8 9 9

2 7 4 2 7  J o y  R oad  •  W e s tla n d  7 3 4 - 2 6 1 - 1  2 5 0
J u s t  W est o f In k s te r  R o ad  o p e n  m  th ru  f  b - g , s a t  1 0 -2

H o t  t r e n d s  f o r  s p r i n g  h o m e  

i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s
Wanner temperatures, 

green grass and increased 
daylight help shake off the 
winter blues and inspire 
home and yard improve­
ments to spruce up your 
surroundings.

Whether you’re remodel­
ing to stay put, or putting 
your home on the market, 
consider home improve­
ment and design trends as 
you plan your renovation 
projects.

Add bold, 
bright colors

Need a color boost? Fresh 
color recommendations 
from the Pantone Color 
Institute include Tangerine 
Tango, Solar Power, Bell­
flower and Cabaret.

Try adding a splash of 
these vivid hues to help 
alter your mood and boost 
vitality and enthusiasm. 
Repaint a wall, bookcase or 
front door for a bold color 
burst. Or sprinkle splashes 
of color with new covers for 
patio furniture, areajrugs, 
pillows or window treat­
ments.

Go green, save green
Among the top green 

home trends from buildi- 
pedia.com is renovating to 
reduce your home’s heating 
and cooling load. Add more 
insulation in the walls, roof 
and floors or seal up leaks

or install new windows and 
doors.

Look for ENERGY STAR- 
qualified products that help 
lower your home’s energy 
consumption, and in turn, 
your utility bills.

Low-maintenance Pella 
350 Series vinyl windows 
and patio doors feature 
a premium look in an 
energy-saving design that 
is the most energy-efficient 
product line the company 
offers.

Energize your entry
No time for major reno­

vations? Weekend projects, 
like installing a new front 
door to welcome guests to 
dinners, graduations and 
get-togethers, can transform 
your entryway with mini­
mal hassle and cost.

Consider installing a 36- 
inch-wide entry door to add 
more room to maneuver. 
Whether you’re carrying a 
baby or a bag of groceries, 
or need extra space for a 
wheelchair or walker, wider 
entry doors are ideal for 
nearly any home - especial­
ly multigenerational ones.

Today’s hottest entry 
door trends revolve around 
styles, materials and perfor­
mance.

“The Craftsman style 
remains a popular choice 
for entry doors,” says Steve 
Brenizer, product market­
ing manager for Pella 
Windows and Doors. “Rus­

tic door styles with hinge 
straps and clavos that create 
a distinctive look are also 
standouts. And customizing 
with decorative glass to let 
in natural light without sac­
rificing privacy, or adding 
decorative grilles are also 
sought-after style options.”

Fiberglass is in
When it comes to exte­

rior doors, fiberglass is surg­
ing in popularity, Brenizer 
says. “Fiberglass entry 
doors look like an authentic 
wood door, without the on­
going maintenance needs 
of wood,” he adds. “Plus, 
fiberglass offers exceptional 
energy efficiency, weather 
resistance and outstanding 
durability to resist dents 
and dings.”

New fiberglass Pella 
entry doors push industry 
performance standards to 
new levels. Their dual-seal 
technology provides two 
layers o f protection to help 
block out the damaging 
effects of extreme wind and 
rain. Fiberglass doors are 
very customizable, Brenizer 
adds. Homeowners can 
choose their own exterior 
clad color, interior wood 
stain or paint color, or cre­
ate a custom color to truly 
reflect their home’s style. 
For more information visit 
Pella.com or visit your local 
dealer today.

-  Courtesy of ARA Content
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Enjoy your landscape w ithout the w ork  and worry! We Enjoy spot- and streak-free w indows! Our professional

spec ia lize  in w orry-free landscape design & ins ta lla ­ c leaners specia lize  in residential and com m ercia l

tion, renovation and m aintenance. Call for your FREE w indow  cleaning, gutter c lean ing and more. Call for

estimate! your FREE estimate!

SE R E N E  SURRO UND ING S, INC. AD VEN TU RE  W INDOW  CLEAN ING

1051 Cherry Street, P lymouth 1051 Cherry Street, P lymouth

( 7 3 4 )  4 1 6 - 9 0 6 2 ( 7 3 4 )  4 1 6 - 9 0 5 6

w ww .serenesurround ings.com w ww .adventurew indow clean ing.com
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As you anticipate what 
exciting things this year 
will bring, you might notice 
your home decor has been 
left behind. Fortunately, 
you can easily beautify 
and modernize your home 
using hints from design 
experts on the hottest color 
trends. Don’t worry that 
you’ll need to break the 
bank - simply updating the 
shades of your walls can 
create the feel of an entire 
new home without the cost 
of buying one. And you’ll 
enjoy starting the year in 
fresh, contemporary sur­
roundings.

“Our world has become 
increasingly complicated 
and fast-paced in recent 
years, to the point that 
many people are now tak­
ing steps back to re-evaluate 
their lifestyles and consider 
what’s truly important,” 
says Donna Schroeder, 
Dutch Boy Paints manager 
of Color + Design. “As we 
look back to simpler times, 
we also see how design and 
style have evolved. Dutch 
Boy’s 2012-color forecast 
is based on this reflection 
and the self-expression of 
what people find meaning­
ful. This year’s diverse color 
trends are rich and full of 
history, helping people cre­
ate spaces that truly show 
their inner selves.”

Featuring five group­
ings of the hottest colors in 
home decor, the Dutch Boy 
color forecast offers options 
for any room or personal 
taste.

The 2012 trends 
pa le ttes  are  as 
follows:

Ethereal
Whether it’s the search 

for enlightenment or just 
the best cup of organic 
coffee within 20 miles, the 
path is about more than 
the ground covered. The 
Ethereal collection floats 
above other color palettes, 
airy and atmospheric with 
tea-stained and faded hues 
evocative of the lightness of 
the sky under the midday 
sun.

Primitive
A meandering path 

through the forest takes us 
past colors only to be found 
in nature. Deep barks, 
shocking citrines and raw 
earth inspired the natural 
colors of this palette. The 
Primitive colors are as 
mysterious as the shaded 
canopy of the woods that 
inspired them. Suffused 
with energy, they speak to 
growth, regeneration and 
life.

Fundam ental
We’ve walked far away 

from the beige computer 
housings of the 1970s, only 
to find the hues from this 
budding technological era 
coming back full force. Ret­
ro office meets geek chic for 
a new take on ‘70s style, as 
seen in this grouping. The 
Fundamental color palette 
makes full use of classic, 
contrasting neutrals like

S p r i n g  i n t o  

2 0 1 2  w i t h  

t h e  h o t t e s t  

c o l o r s  f o r  

y o u r  h o m e

beige and gray - designed to 
work as the perfect foil for 
bold main accents of green, 
orange and vibrant blue.

Pastim es
It’s time for a road trip 

back in time to motels 
boasting refrigerated air, 
a gallon of gas that cost a 
dime and the game of min­
iature golf that was every 
family’s obsession. The Pas­
times color palette is filled 
with exuberant shades 
reminiscent of lazy summer 
days at a lake house without 
a television, or the inten­
sity of the circus coming to 
town. It’s American culture 
from the 1940s and ‘50s - a 
simpler time, an antidote 
to the fast-paced buzz and 
hum of modern technology.

Compose
A street of dreams with 

a focus on soft femininity 
and vintage 1930s floral 
fashions are at the heart of 
the Compose color palette. 
Rich, dark hues are offset 
by bright pops of color that 
despite their origin in an 
earlier era, look fresh and 
new. This is a collection that 
worships the creative being 
in all o f us, and encourages 
self-expression through 
home decorating.

Color choices always 
seem tough at first but with 
these cues from the color 
professionals, you can en­
sure your home will show 
great 2012 style.

—  COURTESY 0FARA 
CONTENT
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f t  NtfM A/C
R e c e i v e  u p  t o  a . . .

*1 ® STS**
or FU« R e b a t e *

Offer expires 6-15-12 
*See dealer for details

LEN N O )T> C pCuS  u p  t o  a  $ 7 5 0

U t i l i t y  R e b a te

F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

V i s i t  O u r  S h o w r o o m !  

O u r  3 8 t h  Y e a r !

•  Q ua lity  W o rkm ansh ip

•  B BB  A+  Rating

•  Com pe tit ive  P r ice s

•  Extended  W arran ties

•  Fam ily  Owned &  Operated

U N I T E D  T E M P E R A T U R E

8 9 1 9  M I D D L E B E L T  •  L I V O N I A

( 7 3 4 )  5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0

w w w . u n i t e d t e m p e r a t u r e s e r v i c e s . c o m  §

Offer Expires 6/15/2012 5
‘ Rebate o ffe r is  va lid  on ly  w ith  the  purchase o f q ua lify ing  Lennox p roducts . " S e e  dea le r fo r  de ta ils . S 
© 2 0 1 2  Lennox Industries, Inc. Lennox dea lers inc lude independently  ow ned  &  operated businesses.
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G e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  o n  s p r i n g  c l e a n i n g
For homeowners -  spring cleaning is 

one of the annual rites of spring. The re­
turn of warmer weather presents the per­
fect opportunity for homeowners to open 
the windows, let some fresh air in and 
tidy up after a few months spent cooped 
up inside while the weather outside was 
frightful.

But now that spring has arrived, the 
time to clean up around the house has 
come. Homeowners about to start on their 
annual spring cleaning should consider 
the following before beginning.

Get the  right too ls
The right tools won’t necessarily be a 

hammer and nails, but cleaning products 
that can make spring cleaning more ef­
ficient. Rubber gloves, cleaning products 
(preferably natural products that are good 
for the environment) and enough garbage 
bags to discard a winter’s worth o f clutter 
should all be on hand before you begin 
cleaning. If they’re not, you’ll likely need 
to make a trip to the store while clean­
ing, which can be time-consuming and 
prolong the process.

Take som e inventory
Many people have no problem buying 

new clothes, but they do find it hard to get 
rid of older items. Part of spring cleaning 
is tossing old items you no longer use, and 
that includes clothing. Clothing can take 
up a significant amount of space, so take 
some inventory on your wardrobe and

1 1 '  f
1 V  ■
f H  M R

(C > \ 1 ■ & m m

Now that spring has arrived, the time to clean up around the house has come.

decide which items you want to keep and 
which ones you can afford to discard or 
even donate.

A ddress the  w indow s
If the last several months have been 

especially cold or snowy, then you might 
not have looked out the windows in quite 
some time. Unfortunately, those windows

might have accumulated quite the amount 
of dirt and grime while you were huddled 
inside. When washing the windows, do 
so on a cloudy day, as the sun can actually 
cause streaking. In addition, be mindful 
of what you're using to wipe down the 
windows post-cleaning. Microfiber rags 
typically give windows a great shine with­
out any streaking.

The blinds and drapes will also need to 
be addressed, as they have likely accumu­
lated some dust over the last few months. 
Dust the valance and the frame, and wipe 
the blinds down with a damp cloth. You 
can also use your vacuum’s upholstery and 
brush attachments to further clean blinds 
and drapes.

Tidy up the  bed
You likely wash your bed linens regard­

less of the season. When spring cleaning, 
toss these linens into the washing machine 
and don’t forget to wash the mattress pads 
and bed skirting as well. While those 
items are in the wash, flip all the mat­
tresses in your household.

Don’t  fo rget the  kitchen
The kitchen is not immune to clutter, 

and it’s especially easy for items to over­
stay their welcome in the refrigerator and 
the kitchen cabinets. Look for old takeout 
containers in the refrigerator that have 
managed to stick around, and throw these 
out as well as any items that have passed 
their expiration dates. While items in the 
kitchen cabinets might not have an expira­
tion date, it helps to remove them from the 
pantry and dien dust and wipe down the 
shelves. When doing so, discard any items 
that no longer seem appetizing.

Beat the  rugs
Area rugs have no doubt collected dirt 

and dust over the last several months. 
Though vacuuming these area rugs might 
be enough during the year, take advantage 
of the pleasant weather and take the rugs 
outside to beat them and rid them of dust 
and any other particles the vacuum might 
have missed over the last few months.

Empty and clean the  bookshelves
Bookshelves are one the biggest collec­

tors of dust in many homes. Open the win­
dows in the home and then remove books 
from the shelves. Once the books have 
been removed, dust the shelves and wipe 
them down with a damp cloth. And don’t 
forget to dust the books and reorganize 
titles before returning them to their newly 
cleaned shelves.

Spring cleaning is something all ho­
meowners must do to keep their homes 
healthy and clean. Spring cleaning is 
annual event at many households, and a 
few simple strategies can make it go much 
more smoothly.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F  M E T R O  C R EA TIVE
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H O M E  E N E R G Y  A U D I T S
Y O U  H A V E  t t U E S T I O N S
• W h y  is  o n e  r o o m  h o t t e r  o r  c o l d e r  t h e n  th e  r e s t ?

•  W h y  a m  I u n c o m f o r t a b l e  in  m y  o w n  h o m e ?

• I s  i t  n o r m a l  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r  to  h a v e  a  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  t e m p e r a t u r e  t h a n  th e  f i r s t  f lo o r ?

• A m  I p a y i n g  m o r e  f o r  m y  u t i l i t i e s  t h a n  o th e r s  

in  m y  a r e a ?

• S h o u l d  I  b e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  R a d o n  g a s ?

•  C o u l d  m y  h o m e  b e  a f f e c t i n g  o u r  h e a l t h ?

• W e  a r e  C e r t i f i e d  a n d  I n s u r e d .

• W e  a n a ly z e  y o u r  h o m e  w i th  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  

e q u i p m e n t .

• E n e r g y  A u d i t s  a r e  a l l  w e  d o .

• W e  a r e  a  T h i r d  P a r ty  h o m e  e n e r g y  a u d i t o r  -  

n o  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t .

• W e  a r e  a  C o n s u m e r s  E n e r g y  a n d  D T E  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  T r a d e  A l ly .

• W e  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  g e t  e v e r y  r e b a t e  a v a i l a b l e ,  

a n d  p r o c e s s  th e  p a p e r w o r k  f o r  y o u .

C O N T A C T  U S  T O D A Y

... W E  L O V E  T H I S  S T U F F !

CDC EN ER G Y  C O N SU L T A N T S, LLC
F a r m i n g t o n  H i l l s ,  M I  •  S e r v i c i n g  S . E .  M i c h i g a n
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O r g a n i z i n g

a n d  C leaning 
G arden Sheds

Garden sheds come in all 
shapes and sizes and vary in 
price, but there is one thing they 
can have in common and that is 
clutter. The garden shed tends 
to be home for all the gardening 
tools and everything else that 
can’t find a home in the house. 
So if you find yourself taking 
half-an-hour to locate something 
you need, it is probably time to 
take ‘the bull-by-the-horns’ and 
organize your garden shed.

Planning to organize a garden 
shed can seem like an over­
whelming job, but if it’s broken 
down into smaller tasks it can 
be achieved without you feel­
ing discouraged. The first step 
is to make a plan, such as: the 
completion date, what’s going to 
stay in your garden shed, what 
needs to be thrown out and what 
type of storage equipment you 
need.

And as an incentive, plan 
for a treat that you’re going to 
give yourself after each task is 
completed!

Dealing w ith c lu tter 
in your garden shed

Tackling clutter in your 
garden shed can sometimes be 
difficult to deal with because of 
the ‘just-in-case’ scenario. A few 
guidelines may help you decide 
if  you need to keep it or pitch it:

if you’ve no idea what it is, if  you 
haven’t used it for over a year, if 
it’s broken and can not be fixed, 
or if it’s broken and you'll prob­
ably never get round to fixing it! 
It needs to be pitched.

It can help to deal with one 
area of your garden shed at a 
time, for example, starting on 
the left-hand side and working 
round.

Once you’ve de-cluttered 
your garden shed

The next step is to sort your 
stuff into your categories such as: 
gardening tools and equipments, 
hardware and tools, outdoor 
sports equipment, decorating 
paraphernalia, power tools, and 
outdoor seasonal decorations.

Cleaning your garden 
shed

Once you have everything in 
neat piles, you’ll probably need 
to give your garden shed a good 
cleaning to remove the resident 
spiders and spider webs, oil- 
stains, dried putty, paint, and 
general dust and dirt.

Here are  a few  tips:
Spider webs — use a stick 

with some duct tape wrapped 
around with the sticky side fac­
ing outwards. A large broom or a 
vacuum cleaner is also effective.

*
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Oil stain -  remove as much 
liquid oil as possible with paper 
towels. Place a cloth saturated 
with hydrogen peroxide on the 
stain, wipe the area dry and 
wash your garden shed floor 
with a wood cleaner.

Hard putty -  brush on paraf­
fin oil. This dissolves the linseed 
oil in the putty and softens it for 
removal.

Oiled-based paint or 
varnish stains -  carefully rub 
the affected area with a cloth 
dampened in a formulated paint 
remover.

Dirty surfaces — spray 
cleaner directly onto the surface 
and wipe clean. For caked on 
dirt, spray on the cleaner and 
allow it to soak for several min­
utes, before wiping clean. Rinse 
thoroughly with water and wipe 
clean.

Storage ideas
To utilize every inch in your 

garden shed so you can maxi­

mize your storage and work­
space there is several options 
available to keep your catego­
rized stuff together.

Here are some suggestions:
Hanging hooks -  they are 

excellent garden shed organizers 
for keeping your garden tools in 
one place.

Shelving -  keeps your equip­
ment tidy and in one place.

Containers -  ideal for keep­
ing your bits ‘n’ bobs in. Don’t 
forget to label them!

Pegboards -  makes a handy 
area for hanging small tools, 
paintbrushes, and extension 
cords in your garden shed.

Tool box — try to purchase 
one that will grow with your col­
lection, especially if you enjoy 
DIY or car maintenance.

Garden sheds can hold a 
huge amount o f ‘stuff,’ and a 
clean and organized one can 
enhance the enjoyment o f own­
ing a garden shed.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F  F R E E  A R T IC L E S

Does your garden shed have non­
gardening items in it? Take some 
time this spring to give the shed a 

good cleaning inside and out and get 
organized for the season ahead.
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L e t  Y o u r  C a b i n e t s  S p r i n g  I n t o  A c t i o n !
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Applying a waterproofing solution such as DRYLOK® Masonry Waterproofer is one way homeowners can 
transform their basement from a damp storage unit into a bright and livable room everyone can enjoy.

B a n i s h  b a s e m e n t  d a m p n e s s  

i n  a  s i n g l e  w e e k e n d

Water entering a home’s basement is very 
unpredictable. One minute the basement 
could be dry and the next there could be a 
river running through it. For homeowners, 
ignoring a water problem could prove costly 
and rob its residents of an otherwise enjoy­
able place to spend their time.

For concerned homeowners, protecting 
the basement from potential water dam­
age is easier than you might think. Water­
proofing a basement is a simple job that 
beautifies a space while protecting it against 
future damage from water. First, know what 
properties to look for in a waterproofer. The 
property that is the most important to look 
for in a masonry waterproofing paint is the 
ability to hold back hydrostatic pressure, 
which makes a waterproofer different than 
a water sealer and an ordinary house paint. 
Ordinary house paints merely adhere to 
the wall surface while masonry waterproof- 
ers penetrate the pores of the masonry to 
become part o f the wall.

Most waterproofing paints will go through 
pressure tests that will determine the 
Pounds Per Square Inch (PSI) the coating 
will hold back. It is also important that the 
coating be tested to withstand wind-driven 
rain.

The makers of Drylock Masonry Water­
proofer developed the specs for hydrostatic 
testing. They state the PSI should be at a 
minimum of 4 psi, which is a wall o f water 9 
feet high. Look for products that have been 
tested independently on standard grade 
building materials. Be leery of products that 
say they will withstand above 15 psi (which 
is a wall of water higher than 33 feet), as a 
standard grade building block could never 
withstand that much pressure. In fact, 
independent testing facilities will not test 
products to over 15 psi.

Once you have selected your water­

proofer, it is time for surface preparation. 
Examine the surface for loose or broken 
mortar or any holes or cracks in the surface. 
The surface should be clean and patched 
with hydraulic cement, such as Drylock Fast 
Plug. Be sure there are no signs of efflores­
cence, which are natural salts leaching from 
the masonry surface. These salts should be 
cleaned with an etching solution or Drylock 
Etch, which is a safer alternative than Muri­
atic Acid. After cleansing, rinse the surface 
thoroughly.

A waterproofing paint is thicker than 
house paint, so it will take longer to apply, 
but its application is just as simple. Most 
waterproofing paints can be applied with 
a stiff bristle brush or a roller. Simply work 
the product into the surface of the masonry, 
filling the texture with the coating. The 
thing to remember is that this coating needs 
to perform a task, so it is important to follow 
the label instructions. The experts at UGL 
recommend applying the first coat with 
a nylon or polyester bristle brush for best 
results. The second coat can be applied with 
a brush or masonry roller. Follow direc­
tions for application carefully. If the area 
covered is more than the recommendation 
on the label, you’re spreading the paint too 
thin. Two coats are usually sufficient to stop 
seepage. However, if seepage is still present 
after several days, an additional coat may be 
necessary.

Whether your plans are for a basement 
pantry, woodshop, laundry room or even a 
living room or play room, you have to start 
with a dry space and the best start is with 
a reliable, reputable waterproofing paint. 
Simple step-by-step instructions on water­
proofing your basement can be found at 
www.ugl.com.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F M E T R O  C R EA TIVE

3 0  •  S pring  H o m e &  G arden  •  A pril 2 0 1 2

http://www.shelfgenie.com
http://www.barsons.com
http://www.ugl.com


■ B

for spring is as easy as...
POOL & SPA
G e t  i n  t h e  s w i m  f a s t !
•  W e s e r v ic e  a ll  m a k e s  a n d  m o d e l s  o f  p o o ls  &  s p a s
•  P o o l  o p e n in g s ,  a b o v e - g r o u n d ,  i n - g r o u n d
• Pool remodeling and vinyl liner replacement
• Ask us about pool heating options

A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

S t a y  c o o l  t h i s  s u m m e r !  
S e r v i c e ,  R e p a i r  o r  r e p l a c e .

A i r  C o n d i t i o n i n g  S a l e
Purchase a new Frigidaire high-efficiency 
furnace &  central air conditioner &  
receive up to $1300 in utility rebates!!!

earW aler

A ll F r ig id a i r e  p r o d u c t s  c o m e  w i t h  a  10 Y ea r p a r t s  w a r r a n t y .

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

E n j o y  y o u r  h o m e  m o r e !
• Decks • Family Rooms • Dormers
• Additions • Recreation Rooms • Patios
• Basements • Electrical Services • Kitchens
• Bathrooms • Home Mobility Solutions • Porches

Ask us about our special pricing on:
• Bath and kitchen remodeling
• Making your home handicapped accessible
• Tankless water heaters
• Electrical service changes
• Blackflow certifications
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D O N 'T  FORGET TO CLEAN 
THE OUTDOOR GRILL TOO!

It doesn’t matter whether you bar­
becue year-round, or put the barbecue 
away for the winter, it’s always a good 
idea to clean it thoroughly once or 
twice a year.

Supplies to make the job easier:
• One steel putty knife
• A heavy duty vacuum
• One Brass bristle barbecue brush
• A degreaser for heavy grime
• Glass cleaner with ammonia for exterior 

cleaning
• Stainless steel cleaner/polish for finish­

ing touches.

Start by attaching your barbecue 
to the propane tank or natural gas 
connection. Use a mixture of dish soap 
and warm water to coat all connec­
tions to test for leaks, any bubbling 
at connections means there is a leak.
If your barbecue passes the leak test, 
remove the grids and racks. If possible, 
remove the burners and inspect them 
for damage and blockages.

Next, re-install the grids, racks and 
the burners. Light your barbecue and 
let it heat up to 200 F. Turn everything 
off and let it cool until it is just warm to 
the touch. Brush the grids thoroughly 
on both top and bottom. Remove the 
grids and set aside. Use your grill 
brush to remove any debris from the 
heating element. Using your putty 
knife, scrape the sides of the cook box 
to remove any caked-on debris. If your 
barbecue has a removable grease tray, 
take it out with the debris. If you have 
a closed-bottom cook box, use your 
heavy-duty vacuum to clean up all the 
loose ash and debris in the cook box.

Take a minute to inspect your 
barbecue’s exterior for any other dam­
age and follow the above process to 
clean your side burner as well. When 
you are finished cleaning, heat your 
barbecue to at least 400 F and coat 
your cooking grids with olive. This will 
protect your cooking grids and can 
prevent food from sticking.

W a n t  t o  h a v e  a  c l e a n e r ,  h e a l t h i e r  h o m e  t h i s  s p r i n g ?

Springtime is the best time to get your home and outdoor equipment ready for the approaching warm 
weather, and the sooner you start the sooner you will be ready to enjoy the spring and summer months.

ments with a good cleaning. Think about 
adding houseplants as well. Plants are natu­
ral air filters and can go a long way toward 
cleaning the air of contaminants and odors.

O utdoor equipm ent
The warm-weather season is also 

barbecue season. Start by deep cleaning 
the grill, consider using a product such as 
Spray Nine® BBQ Grill Cleaner It easily 
dissolves grease, fat and burned-on food for 
quick cleanup with less effort. Remember, 
when cooking food on the grill; do not reuse 
marinade after it has touched raw meat 
or poultry. Promptly scrape down the grill 
surface while the barbecue is still warm to 
remove most of the drippings and scraps of 
food for easier clean up.

Patio Furniture
The warm weather enables people to 

venture outdoors and commune with na­
ture. Propping the patio furniture for a new 
season means extra scrubbing to kill germs 
which helps control mold and mildew 
and destroys bacterial odors in a matter of

minutes while digging out grease, grime, 
fingerprints, bird droppings, suntan lotion, 
and other tough stains from outdoor and 
poolside furniture. To help with your spring- 
cleaning projects visit: www.spraynine.com.

—  COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE

Springtime is the best time to get your 
home and outdoor equipment ready for the 
approaching warm weather, and the sooner 
you start the sooner you will be ready to 
enjoy the spring and summer months.

Here are some suggestions to make your 
home as healthy and as clean as possible.

Get rid of mold and m ildew
When the house is closed up tight for 

the winter, it’s easy for mold and mildew to 
take hold and grow, and such growths can 
adversely affect your respiratory system 
while potentially causing sinus congestion 
and eye irritation. Mold and mildew growth 
also creates unsightly stains, damaging paint 
and wall finishes as a result. Further prevent 
mildew by venting bathrooms or opening a 
window to dry out the room after shower­
ing. Also check for and remedy any leaks 
that can contribute to mold and mildew 
growth. In attics, basements and utility 
rooms, consider the use of a desiccant, 
which will remove moisture from the air.

Protect aga in st allergens, 
v iru ses and bacteria

Effectively cleaning a home can in­
volve several preventive measures to keep 
everyone free from viruses and bacteria. 
Another way to reduce the spread of illness 
is to make sure everyone in the household 
washes their hands when coming in from 
school, work or from shopping.

Say ‘Au Revoir’ to  Odor
Readying a home for fresh, spring days 

also entails ridding its interior of odor. 
Homeowners can eliminate odors in their 
kitchens, carpets and even their musty base-

Trust your m em ories to us. Unique custom  fram ing by 

experts who know.

THE ART OF CUSTOM FRAMING
1511 N. Main Street, C law son, M l 48017  

( 2 4 8 )  4 3 5 - F R A M E  (3726 ) 

w ww.Fram ingart.net
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Photos by Dennis Zelazny
First phase of the project was to secure a good strong mounting place for the new 
flat screen and also have enough room to run and hide all the cables.

By Dennis Zelazny
Contributing Writer

As I stood in front of the store 
display, I became overwhelmed 
and filled with desire — the more 
I saw, the more I wanted. I was 
completely immersed in the mo­
ment. I had convinced myself that 
it was all good and the more they 
showed me, excuse the pun, the 
bigger the picture became.

I’m not even sure if we call 
these televisions anymore. It's all 
numbers followed by flat screen.
I knew I was about to enter a new 
era -  goodbye rabbit ears and 
UHF/VHF rotor antenna. This was 
going to be bigger than the switch 
from black and white to hill color 
or even cable television.

Today, when I speak of my latest 
purchase, I know to refer to it as a 
5 5 -inch plasma flat screen. Note I 
did not add TV into that state­
ment. All the new cables are fiber 
optic and my surround sound has 
a manager. I now watch Blu-Ray 
movies available in 3D and have 
the capabilities o f “hooking into” 
my home computer. The technol­
ogy is amazing, and the sights 
and sounds are outstanding. But 
how do you handle the amount of 
wires and cables?

I am still confused about all the 
features the various units offer, 
but what I do know is that hiding 
all the cables turned out to be a 
room-changing effect and was not 
all that hard to do.

My home was constructed in 
the '40s, a time when two-by-
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fours really measured 2 inches 
by 4 inches. Flanging the screen 
would not be a problem; seeing all 
the cables just hanging would be. 
My thoughts turned to building 
a raised paneled wall, allowing 
room for the cables needed today 
and also allow extra room for 
fulure cables.

1 chose bifold paneled doors 
to work with. The planning stage 
of the project was key. Make sure 
that the panels would fall where 
they will look their best and 
where the flat screen bracket will 
be able to be securely attached.
An access panel is a must for all 
the wires. Light switches and 
electrical outlet placement were

taken into consideration. Wires 
for the sound system and for the 
latest hype, lighting for behind 
the big screen, needed to be part 
of the plan. Speaker mounts were 
centered in the panels, which 
made for a custom look.

There isn't a homeowner who 
hasn’t heard the praises of crown 
molding. For those who question 
it, this is a wall treatment where a 
larger sized molding is horizontal­
ly hung approximately six inches 
or lower from the ceiling and it 
runs around the room, visually 
breaking the wall from the ceiling. 
I decided that since I needed to 
run wires to the back speakers, I 
would make my crown molding

Having an access panel is part of a 
good plan also backlighting is a plus.

be the runway for the speaker 
wires. I added extra electrical 
wires that would control lighting 
on the other side of the room and 
extra rope lighting that enhances 
the 3D effect when watching mov­
ies. Along the inside edge of the 
molding, small hooks were added 
for Christmas lights and garland. 
Remember, when in the planning 
stages, it is best to take the time to 
think out all the possibilities you 
might want for the future.

The biggest concern was to 
make sure everything is secured. If 
screws do not grab, do not assume 
anything is properly attached. Dry 
fitting pieces before gluing and 
permanent placement is advis­
able. Measure twice and only cut 
once is still a good rule of thumb.

I relied on some paint magic 
to get a mahogany faux finish. I 
primed all the wood with a grey 
tinted primer. An overall base 
coat o f blue with trims in gold and 
green was then added, finishing

with robust red in the center pan­
els. The mande was also painted 
with the same colors, but with a 
larger percentage of the robust 
red. At that point, all the paint 
needed to dry thoroughly.

Some might say all the colors 
make it busy, but the next step 
is where it all came together.
The wall and mantle surfaces 
were glazed over with different 
color glazes. The wall would be 
covered with a golden color glaze 
and the mantle would receive a 
coffee color glazing. The effect 
was amazing. All the colors came 
together and my plan was most 
successful. The dark mantle is 
a perfect place for crystal shine 
and the background turned to a 
vintage honey color, which really 
warms the room.

I carried the colors into the 
crown molding, but did not use 
any glazing teclmiques. The 
mande received a coat o f satin 
finish for durability and a little 
extra shine. My project took three 
weekends and uncounted hours of 
thought, but I did get the results I 
wanted.

With the big flat screen securely 
mounted and the speakers hung 
with all the wiring hidden behind 
the wall, it was like it had always 
been there. A dip top desk was 
repurposed, as the perfect place 
to house all the power units re­
quired making the entertainment 
monster run. Now, if I could only 
keep the remote out from under 
the seat cushions, it would all be 
perfect.
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We specialize in upscale consigned home 
decor of all sorts — from elegant to flashy, 
generic to extravagant; w e’ve got 
something for everyone.
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Home lig h tin g  trends go downward
By Iain  Jenk ins
C o n t r ib u t in g  W r ite r

These days, the trend in lighting is 
recessed lighting. This is the distribution 
of lights from different lighting source to 
get a good mood in the room. Using just 
one lighting source in the room can make 
the room look dreary and flat at night. If 
you want your room to look nice, cozy and 
beautiful even at night, you may want to pay 
attention to your recessed lighting opportu­
nities. There are certain things you need to 
consider and certain tips you will want to 
mull over when buying these downlights.

Here are  som e of them:

1. Know your options in the market.
One of the best down lights available 

today is a pendant style light. Pendant lights 
are some of the best for indoor lighting 
because they are beautiful and they emit 
just the right amount of glare in the room. 
They also come in various colors, design 
and styles. You can find rustic wrought 
iron styles, Victorian style or contemporary 
pendant light styles.

Spotlights are also another land of down 
lighting fixtures. They are often used on

Your “Pet R elief” Company
Rear# m m * ta m in g  year jeers ■fits* m e m et.
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stages or at events but they also work in 
recreation areas or workroom areas. LED 
tilt downlights work great as accent lights. 
They usually come in packs of three or 
four. Use them as shelf or cabinet lights to 
illuminate the contents o f the cabinet. Track 
lights are great for living room, kitchen and 
recreation spaces. They are called track 
lights because the lights are installed in a 
track. What is great about track lights is that 
they are flexible and the lights can be tilted 
in different areas and facing down is always 
an option.

2. Consider your lighting needs.
Before getting light bulbs or that spec­

tacular pendant light, you would want to 
find out if this will really fit your lighting 
needs. What sort of downlighting needs do 
you have. Are you looking for more dian one 
light. Do you want to have a well lit room 
or do you want to achieve that cosy light­
ing mood. Knowing the answers to these 
questions can actually help you find the best 
indoor light fixtures.

3. Consider buying eco friendly lights.
Recessed lighting is nice but it tends 

to be costly. Since you are installing more 
than one lighting fixture in one room, you

T M .
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arc consuming lots of 
energy. This is why you 
would want to look for 
low energy lighting solu­
tions. Check out energy 
efficient light bulbs, they 
last longer and could save 
you a lot of money. There 
are lighting fixtures such 
as this one that uses CFL 
or Compact Fluorescent 
Lamp. Compared to 
Incandescent lamps, the 
former is more energy ef­
ficient. LED lights are also 
very energy efficient and 
will surely work well in 
indoor settings. LED lights 
are also known for their 
durability so they will last 
for a long time. Choose 
products that will not emit 
toxic substances once they 
are discarded.

When choosing the lighting fixtures for your home, you will want to add 
down lights to your list of options. It is an exquisite lighting fixture that 
offers elegance and style to your home.

4. Consider buying fire 
resistant lights.

Since you are deal­
ing with lots of lighting 
fixtures here, you would 
not want your home to 
become a fire hazard. See 
to it that the lights you 
are buying have really 
undergone stringent tests 
and trials. Watch for fire- 
resistant labeling along 
with wattage use.

5. Choose downlights 
that are easy to install.

Most downlights come 
in a DIY installation kit. If you are not handy 
around the house consider hiring a techni­
cian to install the lights for you.

Recessed lighting is not that difficult to 
achieve if you do some lighting planning 
first. You can use other lighting designs

as inspiration and work your way from 
there. Down lights should be a part of your 
lighting scheme, they add more charm to 
the room because of the light they emit 
and they are usually and offer eye catching 
designs.
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to  yo u r  hom e. A  flu e  ex ten d e r  ca n  be th e  so lu tion  to  yo u r  p ro b lem s.
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GET MORE VALUE...

A d d  s o m e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  

y o u r  s c r e e n e d - i n  p o r c h
A screened-in porch or a 

three-season room can be a 
welcome space that adds vi­
able living area to a house. 
Oftentimes, these rooms 
serve as a bridge between 
the indoor and outside, and 
they can offer the creature 
comforts o f any other room 
in the home. Just as they 
would a bedroom or family 
room, many homeowners 
prefer to decorate this area 
so it doesn't look like an 
extension of the backyard, 
instead showcasing the 
homeowner’s personal 
style.

Homeowners can add 
many accents to a screened- 
in porch. Keep in mind that 
because this three-season 
room will likely need to

endure the weather, includ­
ing moisture and sunlight, 
decorating should be 
planned accordingly.

Turn a screened-in porch 
into a welcoming space 
with a few different ideas. 
Here are some things to 
consider.

• Think about adding 
sheer curtains to create 
privacy and keep sun out 
on hot days. It is important 
to choose fabrics that are 
fade-resistant but also resis­
tant to mold and mildew. 
Muslin or even mosquito 
netting in different shades 
can be draped to add some 
visual interest.

• Look for outdoor furni­
ture that is both comfort­
able and attractive. Wicker,

wood and wrought iron 
are popular materials for 
outdoor designs. There are 
also cushions crafted from 
weatherproof materials that 
can add a pop of color and 
comfort to the space.

• Enhance the area with 
some wall art. Hang an an­
chor for a nautical theme, 
or some whimsical acces­
sories to create a kitschy 
country feel.

• Spruce up the lighting 
so it’s not sterile outdoor 
floodlights. Install a ceiling 
fan to circulate the air and 
add some aesthetic appeal. 
Or consider hanging a 
chandelier made of materi­
als that are impervious to 
the weather, like seashells 
or bamboo.

• Just because you’re 
adjacent to the yard doesn’t 
mean you can’t bring some 
plant life inside of the 
screened room as well. 
Potted plants will soften 
the room and add color 
and a homey feeling to the 
space. Just be aware that 
outdoor plants have to be 
watered more frequently 
than indoor plants because 
of their tendency to dry out 
in the sun.

• Define the entertain­
ing space with a throw rug 
made from outdoor fabric. 
Essentially you can create 
a mini living room right 
outside.

• Be sure there is an elec­
trical outlet available on the 
porch so that you can plug 
in a radio or even a tabletop 
lamp if you enjoy reading in 
the twilight areas. An outlet 
can also make it possible to 
plug in a small fountain or 
water feature.

The creature comforts of 
indoors can be extended 
to a three-season room or 
screened-in porch to pro­
vide another space in the 
home in which to entertain 
or relax.

—  COURTESY OF METRO 
CREATIVE

Homeowners can add many accents to a screened-in porch. Keep in 
mind that because this three-season room will likely need to endure 
the weather, including moisture and sunlight, decorating should be 
planned accordingly. Turn a screened-in porch into a welcoming 
space with a few different ideas.
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C o m f o r t a b l e  s e a t i n g  i s  a  m u s t  

f o r  o u t d o o r  l i v i n g  s p a c e s

When considering outdoor furniture you must keep a few things in mind, durability and comfort of course 
but also how and where you are going to store your patio set.

A wide variety of patio furniture is avail­
able for outdoor decor. Patio dining tables, 
coffee tables, Picnic tables, end tables, bistro 
tables, fire pit tables, outdoor storage boxes, 
garden furniture, swings and gliders to 
name a few. Patio deck or garden furniture 
comes in all shapes and sizes. Patio furni­
ture helps people who just want to do some 
comfortable sitting in your garden, or you 
might want to sit around a nice teak table 
with friends eating a barbecue meal. Patio 
furniture in your garden would help you to 
have a great and pleasant time. Garden and 
patio furniture is only an extension of home 
decorating and is not considered to be an 
afterthought exercise. Families which have 
passion for furniture will want to give their 
garden a complete and full fledged patio 
set. A wood furniture set could consist o f a 
table, four to six chairs, a chaise lounge and 
a couple of end tables. It may also include a 
Bistro Style umbrella and a two or three seat 
glider.

There are abundant styles of garden patio 
furniture, which are available to cater to 
the needs and taste of those relaxing in the 
outdoors. Patio furniture comes in different 
styles, You can find a traditional look of an 
English garden, a rustic cabin look, a French 
cafe style, or a Spanish style. Styles that are 
most commonly selected are the English 
garden look and the Adirondack.

Sustainable woods like cypress and cedar 
are used in the manufacture of garden and 
patio furniture. Both cypress and cedar 
are ideal woods for construction of garden 
and cedar patio furniture, because they 
can withstand above average level heat and 
humidity. Other materials include iron,

Design One Landscape  Co., more than 20  years experi­

ence in landscape restoration and new  construction. 

Offering design and installation of outdoor areas, 

patios, decks, pergo las and more.

DESIGN ONE LANDSCAPE CO.
957  Brow n Road, Orion Township 

(248) 391-9800  
w ww .DesignOnelnc.com

aluminum, wicker, and polyvinyl chloride 
materials, which include acrylics, polyester, 
olefins, and vinyl. These materials are very

popular because of their durability and easy 
cleaning.

The cost of garden and patio furniture

is an important consideration in selection. 
Budget, ultimately, may be the overriding 
factor in determining the style, materials, 
and number of pieces desired; however, the 
durability of the outdoor furniture is mea­
sured in a long shelf life.
Patio furniture should be enjoyed properly 
to feel the nice otherwise it will not be use­
ful. Cedar and Pine furniture are extremely 
functional and is designed specifically for 
the outdoors. A rustic touch can improve 
the overall image of your patio and garden 
and all the comforts can be enjoyed at home 
outdoors.

One of the hottest trends today is the 
look of rustic furniture. It will be fashion­
able years and years from now. Rustic log 
patio furniture is made up of mainly from 
Pine and cedar wood. Other types o f wood 
are less used.

The first thing that comes to mind when 
thinking of outdoor furniture is patio chairs. 
Traditional or adirondack chairs offer com­
fort to the people relaxing in the garden. 
Footrests are a popular alongside ottomans 
and chairs. Rocking chairs are a great fun 
and combined with a cozy blanket they give 
you a great feel.

A good functional patio includes comfort­
able seating for everyone. Outdoor furniture 
is a great way to add style to your homes 
backyard.

—  COURTESY OF FREE ARTICLES
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R etain ing  w alls and pavers add 
curb appeal to your fro n t en try

Front-porch entertaining is making a 
comeback in America’s neighborhoods, 
thanks to homeowners' renewed interest in 
beautifying the front entries of their homes. 
The days of uninspired concrete front stoops 
have passed, giving way to elegant com­
binations of freestanding walls, columns 
and matching pavers to create welcoming 
entrances that also serve as gathering places.

Front-entry makeovers that are both eye­
catching and functional are one of the hot­
test trends in landscape design these days.

“Decades ago, neighbors would often re­
tire to their front porches in the evening and 
gather together for conversation with neigh­
bors up and down the street,” says Lonnie 
Sekeres, designer at Villa Landscapes in 
Oakdale, Minn. “That practice is returning 
as families spend more time entertaining at 
home and getting to know their neighbors.
A creatively designed front entryway can 
help facilitate that.”

It doesn't have to be extravagant either. 
“Doing something as nominal as adding a 
paver walkway and freestanding wall - along 
with a new take on plants to accent certain 
areas - can do a lot to freshen up your curb 
appeal on a modest budget,” says Sekeres.

N e w  concept, old look
Many homeowners face the challenge of 

updating a home that looks a bit stuck in the 
past, but a front entry facelift can be an easy 
solution. A rambler’s small and mundane 
concrete-slab front stoop can be made into 
a sweeping paver patio and pergola with a 
covered entryway defined with retaining 
walls and columns. The stunning result 
changed the entire look of the home.

“The original house had a 4-foot-wide 
step to access the front door,” explains 
Sekeres. “The owner wanted to provide 
more useable space for traffic flow through 
the front door while creating a sense of an 
old-fashioned front porch. In addition, he 
wanted to use materials that would comple­
ment the existing home and also be low- 
maintenance.”

Retaining walls in a charcoal-blend color 
were used for seat-height freestanding walls

and columns to create the new porch space. 
Paving stones in a matching color were 
used for the patio and walkway surface.
The formerly boring square front stoop 
was transformed into an attractive rounded 
step that protrudes from the patio, flanked 
by two columns and faced with a veneer 
made from slicing off the back of a retain­
ing wall block. The curved lines of the step 
are repeated in the walkway and in a round 
raised-bed garden.

The pergola extends from the front of the 
house, supported by white pillars mounted 
inside freestanding columns.

“What began as a cold and somewhat 
clumsy entrance to the house is now a 
bright and inviting gathering place that adds 
a contemporary look to what could have 
been a dated home,” Sekeres concludes.

Front-yard entertaining
Sekeres gave a another family’s home a 

facelift with a handsome hardscaped front- 
entry courtyard graced with fresh plantings. 
A plain concrete sidewalk was replaced 
with matching pavers to create a fresh look 
for the home with a new, more neighborly 
entertaining space.

“The entry had overgrown plants in some 
areas, bare spots in others. While it’s a 
beautiful house, it had lost its curb appeal 
and was in dire need of attention,” explains 
Sekeres. “Besides sprucing up the look of 
their home, the clients also wanted to have a 
spot out front to sit and chat with the neigh­
bors as they passed by.”

The solution was a raised patio that 
extends from the existing front step to the 
middle of the yard. The patio is buttressed 
on the outer sides by freestanding retaining 
walls accented at two corners with stylish 
matching columns.

The patio and sidewalk are paved with 
paving stones in a cobblestone pattern and 
color scheme that complements the walls 
and the home’s existing brick exterior. A 
variety of new plantings around the wall 
and patio soften the hardscaping. Visit www. 
versa-lok.com. for more interesting ideas.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F  A R A  C O N T E N T
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L e t  u s  h e l p  y o u  w i t h  y o u r  S p r i n g  C l e a n i n g !  

W e  c l e a n  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  c a r p e t . . . w e  a l s o  c l e a n

•  U p h o l s t e r y  •  T i l e  •  G r o u t  •  B o a t s

•  R V ’s  •  T r u c k s  •  M i n i v a n s  •  A u t o s

•  Expert stain removal & protection
•  Pet deodorizing •  Upholstery Cleaning
•  Red stain removal •  Wax removal
•  Tile & grout cleaning & revitalization
•  Carpet repair •  Spot dyeing •  Fully insured
•  Emergency on-call service 24/7

Average Room Size. With this coupon only. 
Restrictions may apply. Expires 6-17-12.

W H O L E  H O U S E  
C A R P E T  C L E A N IN G

$ 9 . 9 5

■”i r -  
11 
11

up to 
5 rooms

C A R P E T  C L E A N IN G  
S P E C IA L

up to $ ]
2 rooms... <5 9 .9 5

Average Room Size. With this coupon only.
Restrictions may apply. Expires 6-17-12. .
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C A R P E T  C L E A N IN G
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With this coupon only.

Restrictions may apply. Expires 6-17-12.

When is the last time 
you saw the B tr o t  

original color 
of your grout?
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WATER EXTRACTION

What began as a small one truck operation 
in Michigan has grown to become one of the 
most respected and referred carpet cleaning 
companies in our state and Northern Ohio. 
Our focus on quality service and customer 
satisfaction has proven to be a successful 
strategy to over 400 apartment communities 
and 250 plus commercial business 
establishments. We employ the same 
philosophy to our ever growing list of 
residential customers, guaranteeing that no 
matter how big or small, our customers are 
our number one priority.
At Midwest Carpet Cleaning we offer a 

high level of customer service and 
professionalism to each and every one of our 
customers. Whether we are there cleaning 
your carpet and upholstery, performing an 
emergency water extraction or cleaning the 
tile and grout in your bath or kitchen area 
you will always get our best.

At Midwest, we offer the best service in the 
cleaning industry because we have some of 
the best employees in the business. They 
care about you the customer first and 
foremost, and they care about the quality of 
every job they do. With our dedication to 
grow and succeed as a team, through 
continuous education and training, a 
Midwest cleaning professional helps set the 
standard.

Our customers are always setting the bar 
higher and higher which has allowed us to 
meet and exceed expectations, setting the 
stage for what is to come in the industry of 
commercial and residential carpet and tile 
cleaning.
At Midwest, we believe in not only 

providing a high quality of service to our 
customers, but in being active in all parts of 
the communities in which we live, work and 
serve. From donating our time helping out in 
soup kitchens, to donating items such as 
blankets and coats to families in need, our 
corporate philosophy is to make an impact in 
whatever we do. We firmly believe in being 
leaders and being the best at what we do to 
set a positive example. At Midwest, not only 
will you get excellent services, you will get 
excellent people performing those services!
Midwest Carpet Cleaning specializes in the 

following areas: carpet cleaning, carpet 
protection and deodorization; carpet repairs 
and stain removal such as red stains or bleach 
stains; upholstery cleaning, steam or dry 
clean applications available; tile and grout 
cleaning and sealing; automobile, boat and 
RV carpet cleaning. Whatever your carpet 
cleaning needs are, Midwest is the company 
to call. We also offer 24 / 7 emergency water 
extraction service, with the rental of 
professional drying equipment available.
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Our Attention to Detail 
Makes the Difference!

WE OFFER

D O N 'T  B E  R E C K L E S S  

w i t h  Y O U R  R O O F !

Tear-off. Re-roof 
Repair • Recover 
Northwest Will 

Meet Your Needs! -y
Residential, Commercial and 

New Construction Roofs & Siding.

N o r t h w e s t  
C o n t r a c t i n g  I n c .

VISA

C a l l  D a le  2 4 8 - 5 4 4 - 0 4 1 3  o r  S t e v e  2 4 8 - 3 6 3 - 8 5 8 0  
w w w . n w e s t c o n t r a c t i n g . c o m  

6 5  Y e a r s  C o m b in e d  E x p e r i e n c e

B io n d o  D e s i g n  &  B u i ld ,  L .L .C .

Check us out at www.betterbusinessbureau.com and www.biondodesignbuild.com

In te g r ity *  Q u a l it y  • V a lu e

O v e r  2 5  Y e a r s  D e s i g n  &  C o n s t r u c t io n  E x p e r ie n c e !
• Superior Quality
• On Time Completion
• Seam less Design
• Residential
• Commercial
• New Construction
• Additions
• Historical Renovations
• Kitchens & Baths
• Home Theaters
• Green Construction

A nd More!
“We are writing this letter to let you know that we are loving 

our new home. During the planning stages, your patients and 
personal attention allowed for a development of design 

optimally addressed to our specific needs. We also appreciated 
your meticulous attention to detail once the actual 

construction began. It has been a pleasure to work with you.
Hope to see you around the neighborhood!

Vaughn & Andrea Molnar - Plymouth, MI
‘We wanted to express our compliments for a job well 
done on the large addition you built for us. The design 

you came up with is awesome. We recommend you to all our 
friends and neighbors and wouldn’t hesitate to use you again. 

____

E n h a n c e  y o u r  o u t d o o r

e n v i r o n m e n t  t h i s  s p r i n g
Bryan Roe
C o n t r ib u t in g  W r ite r

At this time of year, turning to 
the home improvement channel 
on television means lots of advice 
on spring gardening and making 
your patio and backyard ready for 
barbeques and evenings in the 
lounge chair. Even restaurants are 
preparing their patios for those 
warm spring evenings when guests 
want to have their dinner under 
the stars. There may still be a slight 
chill in the air, but now is the time 
to start making plans. Here we will 
look at how to make an outdoor 
space, more useful during the 
spring and fall seasons.

Let us consider the outdoor 
living space in the context of an 
apartment or condominium. Even 
if your deck is 100 square feet and 
eleven floors up, there are things you can do 
to make every foot feel like a lovely oasis.

First, look at the floor; is it wood or con­
crete? Depending on the building restric­
tions, consider laying down a wood floor 
deck. Pieces are pre-cut and simply sit on 
top of the existing floor. Rain, dust and small 
debris fall through the wood slats, helping to 
keep the surface clean and dry. Wood floor 
decks work best over concrete, but use on a 
wood floor is still ok.

For something a little less expensive, but 
does the same job as a wood floor deck, try 
out rubber interlocking floor tiles. They are 
generally two feet square, black and stand 
up well to the elements. Once your floor is 
selected and installed, choose some com­
fortable lounge furniture.

When you are making your selection, 
keep in mind the amount of space you have

Let F ireside Hearth & Home create warm th, am bience 

and beauty in your home! Spring and sum m er are per­

fec t t im es for rem odeling or upgrading your fireplace.

FIRESIDE HEARTH & HOME
42679  Ford Road, Canton, M l 

(734) 844-1164
w w w .firep laceandth ings.com

to work with. Too many pieces or furniture 
that is too large for the space will only serve 
to make it a cramped environment. If your 
space is a backyard patio, then you will want 
to think about storage options for the off­
season. Do you have a shed large enough to 
store your patio furniture? Are the cushions 
weather resistant? If your outdoor living 
space is not sheltered and you plan to leave 
the main table outdoors all year, avoid glass 
tabletops. The glass is easily broken during 
extreme cold weather.

If space permits, a fountain would add a 
lovely element o f serenity to your outdoor 
space. The gentle gurgling sound is relaxing, 
plus the water will attract small birds and 
butterflies. Even if your space is a balcony, 
a small fountain is a lovely feature to have. 
Once your patio, balcony or deck is all set 
up with a new floor, comfortable furniture, 
potted plants, and a bubbling fountain you 
will no doubt want to spend every weekend 
and evening enjoying it.

However, the cool spring and autumn 
evenings may prove to be just too uncom­
fortable. There is no need to be decked out 
in your winter apparel just to sit on the deck 
- get yourself an outdoor heater. There is 
a big difference between a regular indoor 
space heater and an outdoor patio heater.

To begin with, they are designed for the 
outdoors, so the heat is directed down onto 
the users using infrared heating, instead 
of a space heater that heats the air which 
escapes up and out. Whether you choose a 
wall or ceiling mounted heater or portable 
heater, the heater will generate enough 
warmth to make your outdoor living space 
useable for more than just the summer 
months.
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Summer can 
be rough on 
patios and 
patio furniture. 
Homeowners 
can take several 
steps to protect 
their patios from 

wear and tear.

Protect your patio from wear and tear
Patios are typically the go to spot for 

warm weather outdoor meals. Whether 
hosting friends or simply enjoying a relaxing 
meal under the evening sky, homeowners 
tend to spend as much time as possible on 
the patio once the weather warms up.

Because it’s such a high-traffic area, the 
patio should be protected from wear and 
tear. Wear and tear on the patio can result 
from Mother Nature or be a byproduct of 
all those spring and summer evenings spent 
relaxing outdoors. Fortunately, there are a 
handful of ways homeowners can keep their 
patios looking pristine through the summer 
party season.

• Stain the concrete. Staining concrete 
protects it from natural elements, which can 
cause the color of a patio to peel or flake. 
Concrete stain penetrates deep and infuses 
the concrete with a permanent color that’s 
less likely to fall victim to the elements. 
Stains are generally solid-color stains or acid 
stains. Solid-color stains, as their name sug­
gests, provide a more even and solid look, 
while acid stains provide a more marble-like 
appearance. While neither are likely to fade 
or peel quickly, over time an additional coat 
or stain might need to be applied to counter 
natural factors like sunlight.

• Cover the furniture. Patio furniture 
can vary significantly in price and quality. 
Homeowners who picked up a few plastic 
chairs at the nearby grocery store might not 
feel furniture covers are worth the invest­
ment. For those with more expensive patio 
furniture, durable furniture covers that can 
withstand year-round weather are a sound 
investment. Waterproof and heat-resis­

tant fabric is ideal, as the furniture will be 
vulnerable to spring rains, summer showers 
and high temperatures during the summer 
party season. Covers should also fit snugly 
around the furniture to provide optimal 
protection.

• Consider installing retractable awnings. 
Retractable awnings might cost a little 
money, but they can also pay homeowners 
back over the long haul. First and foremost, 
retractable awnings protect patio from sun­
light and ultraviolet rays in hot weather. A 
retractable awning can also protect friends 
and family members should an unexpected 
summer shower appear or keep them safe 
from sunburns during summer afternoons 
when the UV index is high.

When placed near a window, retract­
able awnings can lower energy bills. Such 
awnings can keep sunlight and ultraviolet 
rays from entering the home. This lowers 
the temperature indoors, which reduces re­
liance on air conditioning units to maintain 
a comfortable temperature. These awnings 
can also extend the life o f furniture, which 
tends to fade when placed inside windows 
that get heavy sun exposure.

• Plant trees. An eco-friendly way to main­
tain and add to a patio’s aesthetic appeal is 
to plant trees around the patio. Trees can 
protect the patio from sunlight and ultravio­
let radiation while providing some shade 
for friends and family members who want 
to spend some quality time outdoors on hot 
afternoons. In addition, trees can create a 
serene setting to a patio, adding to its relax­
ing nature.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F  M E T R O  C R E A T IV E
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^Ask us hov 
we can help  

w ith your 
next fund  

raiser.

C U S T O M  F R lA -M ftjy tJ

R E T A I L  & F I N E  A R T  G A L L E R Y

C o m p le te  C u s to m  F ra m in g  S e rv ic e s  In c lu d in g :
• Laser Engraving
• Archival Framing
• Photo Restoration
• Memorabilia
• Delivery & Installation
• Ready Made Frames
• Able to Accommodate 

Oversize & Unusual Items
• Retail, W holesale & 

Corporate Sales Available

I
1511 N . M a in  S t r e e t  •  C la w s o n ,  M I  4 8 0 1 7

Open Mon.-Wed. & Fri. 9-6; Thurs. 9-7; Sat. 10-2; Sun. Closed

f r a m i n g ^  n e t  2 4 8 - 6 2 9 - 2 7 5 8
Visit us on Facebook

1 0 0 %  S A T IS F A C T IO N

G U A R A N T E E D

P r o v i n g  t h a t  m o n e y  

c a n  b u y  h a p p i n e s s .
Whoever said money can’t buy happiness, never 
bought a brand-spanking new heating and cooling 
system from a Bryant factory authorized dealer. 
See, we guarantee everything will make you happy. 
From the new high-efficiency unit itself to the guy 
who installs it, we’ll do it right. Whatever it takes.

ROYAL OAK
H E A T I N G  &  C O O L I N G ,  I N C

728 E. 11 Mile Road •  Royal Oak, Ml 48067
2 4 8 - 5 4 2 - 9 3 5 3

SINCE 1951
_____ www.royaloakheating.com_________ j
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T h e  y e a r  y o u  w e r e  b o m  
i s  t h e  p r i c e  y o u  w i l l  p a y  ( p e r  y a r d )  

for all Top Quality In-Stock Carpet

W asS25sq.yd.J|H W $ 1  Sq.y

3 /4 ”  H a rd w o o dInstalled
®bhS £ sk ggNUW sq.tt.

L a m in a te  F lo o rin gInstalled

*"'5mws3  9 9NUW «#a%p9sq.a

Congoleum
Dura Ceram ic TileInstalled

"“!':«»s10.99„

P o rc e la in  S to n eInstalled

n o w * 9.9IM
. l & T ^ T l o o r i n
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FREE  
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with any special 
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Membership eligibility required. Ask us for details. Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.
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Many gardening tips for beginners
Gardens com e in different varieties like 
the plants you find in them . There are 
several gardening tips that can be used  
for all type o f  gardens.

1 . M u lch in g  p ro te c ts  you r g a rden  to p so il from  being 

b low n  aw ay . It a ls o  p ro v id e s  nu tr ien ts a s  it d e co m ­

p o se s  and  im p ro ve s  the appea ran ce  o f you r ga rdens. 

M u lch in g  has o ther bene fits  and  is  one  o f the  m ost 

re co m m ended  garden ing  t ip s  by g a rd ene rs  and  fa rm ­

e rs  a like .

2 . Hea lthy  p lan ts  a re  m ore d ise a se  re s is tan t. P lan ts 

a re  lik e  peop le; a  pe rson  w ith  a  strong  im m un e  

sy s tem  can  c o m b a t d ise a se s . A  hea lthy  p lan t does the 

sam e.

3. P e s ts  can  be e rad ica ted  by c le an ing  the  p lan t w ith 

a  w a te ry  so lu tion  o f soap. J u s t  m ake  su re  to  rinse  

after. T h is  ga rden ing  tip  is  b e s t heeded  fo r  fru it  bear­

ing  t re e s  or ed ib le  p lants.

4. U s ing  c o m p o s t fe r t il iz e rs  a re  a  g rea t w a y  to have 

hea lthy  p lan ts. It is  a lso  a  g rea t w ay  to  sa ve  m oney 

on e xp en s ive  fe rtilize rs . Non -o rg a n ic  fe r t il iz e rs  a lso  

tend  to leave  ch em ica l re s id u e s  tha t can  a ccu m u la te  

in ga rden  so ils  and  harm  not on ly  the  p lan ts  bu t the 

g a rd ene rs  a s  w e ll. They cau se  to x in s  to  go  to  the 

w a te r  supp lie s . A no the r g a rden ing  tip  re com m ended  

not ju s t by fa rm e rs  and ga rd ene rs  bu t a lso  by e nv iro n ­

m en ta lis ts .

5. There  a re  seve ra l p lan ts tha t are on ly  su ita b le  fo r 

a  sp e c if ie d  c lim a te , a  ce rta in  k ind  o f so il o r can  on ly  

g ro w  w ith  ce rta in  p lants. You have to  kno w  w h a t p lan t 

g ro w  in the  con d it ion s  you have  in you r a re a  th is  is  fo r 

you to avo id  u n n e ce ssa ry  pu rcha se s . T h is  is  a  m oney 

sa v ing  ga rden ing  tip.

6. L an d sca p in g  is  a  good investm en t, w h ich  can  

doub le  the va lue  o f you r hom e. T h is  is  one  ga rden ing  

tip  tha t can  earn  you m oney.

7. G row ing  g ra ss  on bare  g round  is  an e a sy  w ay  to 

m ake  you r hom e lo o k  be tte r and  ap p re c ia te  in va lue. 

T h is  is  one  g a rden ing  tip  tha t p rom otes  ea rn ing  

m oney  w h ile  g row ing  g ra s s  lega lly .

8 . A s id e  from  look ing  g rea t in you r hom e, t re e s  a lso  

p ro v ide  so m e  so rt o f p ro tec tion  from  d ire c t sun lig h t 

expo su re  and  strong  w inds.

9. V in e s  on the w a lls , fe n c e s  and  overhead  s tru c tu re s  

a lso  w ou ld  o ffe r so m e  p ro tec tion  and  w ou ld  a lso  look  

great.

1 0 . F lo w e rs  a re  beau tifu l, but they  a re  a lso  expens ive . 

Get one tha t is  re s is tan t to m any  e lem en ts . F low e rs  

from  your lo ca l com m u n ity  a lrea d y  have  deve loped  

re s is tan ce  to con d it io n s  p re sen t in you r area.

1 1 . For m ost ga rd en s  p lan ts, th e ir  roo ts  go  on ly  a s  

deep  a s  6 in ches . Putting  fe rtilize r d e epe r than  tha t 

w ou ld  be a  w as te  o f m oney. Put th em  sh a llo w e r  a s  

they  seep  d o w n  w hen  the  p lan ts a re  be ing  w ate red .

1 2 . E a rthw o rm s a re  im po rtan t to p lan ts. They  t ill and 

aerate the so il fo r the roo ts to  b reathe. N on -o rgan ic  

fe rtilize rs  can  k ill them . T h is  ga rden ing  t ip  d a te s  b a ck  

to  the  old d ays  o f ga rden ing.

1 3 . H av ing  se ve ra l k in d s  o f in s e c ts  tha t a re  bene fic ia l 

to you r ga rden w ou ld  be good. Th ese  in se c ts  can  be 

encou raged  to  s ta y  by hav ing  d ive rse  p lan ts  in your 

garden.

1 4 . S po t sp ray in g  w e ed s  w ith  househo ld  vinegar, 

in s tead  o f u s ing  co m m e rc ia l w e ed -k ille rs , can  

e rad ica te  them . T h is  is  ano the r e n v iro nm en t fr iend ly  

ga rden ing  tip.

1 5 . A vo id  putting  too m u ch  m u lch  on tree  trunks , too 

m u ch  w ill e n co u rag e  unw anted  p e s ts  to re s id e  on 

them .

1 6 . U se  p lan t va rie t ie s  tha t a re  com m o n  to  you r a rea  

o r have  been ta ken  from  an a rea  w ith  s im ila r  c o n d i­

tions.

1 7 . Be su re  to kno w  the p lan ts th a t a re  po isonous. If 

you a re  in ten t on g row ing  them , m ake  su re  to have 

the n e ce ssa ry  cu re  a v a ilab le  in  you r househo ld . Take 

note o f th is  g a rden ing  tip , it can  sa ve  you r life.

1 8 . The  best tim e  to  w a te r p lan ts is  du ring  m orn ings.

1 9 . Be fo re  p lan ting  a  new  p lan t in you r ga rden , you 

m u st co n s id e r  its  he igh t and  s iz e  w hen  it m atu res. 

T h is  ga rden  tip  c an  he lp  you sa ve  m oney  in  the fu ture .

20. N ew ly  tran sp lan ted  p lan ts  m ay requ ire  sp e c ia l 

a tten tion  du ring  its  f irs t  w eek . T h is  is  to redu ce  the 

s tre s s  and  s h o c k  it g o t du ring  tran sp lan ta tion .

And last but not the least of the gardening tips...
21. P la n ts  a re  liv in g  en tit ie s. If you w an t them  to  g row  

in you r ga rden  you have to trea t them  a s  su ch . They  

need  to  be ta ken  ca re  of, th ey  a re  lik e  you r pets, and  

you lo o k  ou t fo r them . In re turn you ge t th a t fee ling

o f con ten tm en t w a tch in g  them  thrive . A  good w ay  

to  ta ke  ca re  o f them  is to co n s id e r  tha t p lan ts  m igh t 

have  so m e  fe e lin g s  too.

— C O U R T E S Y  O F  F R E E  A R T IC L E S

Enhance your home. We w ork w ith you to create your 

perfect outdoor space, both functiona l and inviting, 

meeting the needs of your fam ily. Call today.

JONBOY LANDSCAPING
24542 Five Mile, Redford Township 

(313) 937-9893
www.jonboylandscaping.com
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Paver Patios, W alkw ays, 
R eta in in g  W alls and  MORE!

(Call for Details)

$300 OFF
Landscape R enovations

($3000 m inim um )

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION
• Unique and creative designs
• Brick work and paving
• Outdoor lighting
• Beautiful water features

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
• Planting bed
• Bed edging
• Mulching and preen
• Pruning and plant care

#  Facebook

Find us on Facebook for 
additional savings and exclusive deals

1 3 2 2 2  M e r r i m a n  R o a d ,  L i v o n i a ,  8 0 0 . 7 7 3 . 1 0 3 0  

w w w . w e h e l p m o t h e r n a t u r e . c o m
V I S A
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Designing and Building Great Spaces
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O t o  ( f t t f s l i m

o d i m i t e  o  G M o s M te

W e  D e s i g n  or  B u i l d  Y o u r  D e s i g n

“ L e t  u s  d o  t h e  w o r k . . .

y o u  e n j o y  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  space"

K a s p e r  a n d  S o n s ,  In c .
K e n  K a s p e r ,  P r e s id e n t / B u i ld e r  
8 4 8 0  S t o n e g a t e  D r iv e  I # * * # * *  A A *  a « j  a

N o r th v i l le ,  M l 4 8 1 6 8  ( 2 4 8 )  4 4 6 - 2 0 1 4

w w w .K a s p e r A n d S o n s . c o m  Office

S e r v in g  S o u t h e a s t  M ic h ig a n  s in c e  1 9 9 5
O E 0 8 7 7 2 2 0 4

BIG CUT,
COMPACT
S T O R A G E - J L

IN T R O D U C IN G  O IJP  j  
N EW  30”  TIMEMASTER 
WIDE-AREA MOWER-,

S if r  :: .... - :;e f iV - .a y*  J* 
. / .  j f  j»■* L aA iMb.

W >s

TORO
Save uj

8.75 ft-lb  Gross Torque Briggs & Stratton® O H V
• Quick-Stow Lever for compact storage, takes up the same 
amount of space as a standard walk behind mower
• Personal Pace Self Propel system automatically 
adjusts to yourwalking speed

9 < ? ) ( ? )  
* 2 / * 2 /

. 32098 P ly m o u t h  R d  
L iv o n ia  • (W . of M errim an)

a. -h
734.525.
www.commlawn.com

www.toro.com
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A e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  t o  

k e e p i n g  y o u r  l a w n  l u s h

Nearly every lawn could use a lawn aera­
tor. A lawn aerator is a tool that will help 
turn the soil and create holes in the top 
portion of the soil. It is that simple! When 
the soil is broken up and holes are created, 
the soil can then get water and air to the ap­
propriate roots to help grass and plants grow 
and stay healthy. Earthworms will also be 
able to get into the soil to help fertilize the 
soil with much ease.

The soil often becomes compacted due to 
various human activities such as when the 
soil is being walked on, played on, driven on 
or anything else done on it. Unfortunately, 
when this happens, it slowly begins to suf­
focate the grass and eventually kills it. Your 
lawn problem may not be due to insects or 
anything else. It could just be that the soil 
has become too compacted and the grass 
cannot get any water and earthworms can­
not get the air to breath. This is when a lawn 
aerator can help fix all o f your problems.

Use your lawn aerator regularly, such as 
in the spring and fall. Do not use your lawn 
aerator on dry soil; use it only when it is 
damp. Do not use your lawn aerator when 
the soil is deeply waterlogged or extremely 
dry.

Use your lawn aerator on a regular basis 
and whenever it is needed.

Use it properly and you will have rich, 
fresh grass and plants growing on your lawn. 
It will be as beautiful as it can be. This is 
especially important if you plan to create 
a garden, plant flowers or anything else. 
Earthworms, water and oxygen will all help

to keep your garden, plants and flowers 
to stay healthy and grow to their fullest 
potential.

Use your lawn aerator just before planting 
your seeds, no matter what type of plant, 
flower or food you might be planting. This 
will help tremendously during the growth 
process. Earthworms need to get into the 
soil and help your crops grow. Air and water 
needs to get into the roots of your plants to 
help them grow and survive.

A lawn aerator can help you create a 
beautiful flowerbed, grow your own crops 
for eating, and even grow plants. If you have 
a business in this area, a lawn aerator will 
become your best friend for keeping your 
gardens healthy. You will be able to grow 
and sell even more plants than you ever 
imagined.
Even if gardening is just a hobby o f yours, 
an aerator is vital to your plants. Create a 
beautiful landscape in your own yard with a 
lawn aerator. Just imagine what you can do 
with your lawn. By aerating your soil, your 
grass will grow and become more dense and 
look so healthy that your neighbors will be 
asking you what your secret is.
You can keep it a secret if you would like, 
but you know that it was just using a simple 
garden tool, your new lawn aerator. This tool 
can mean the difference between having 
grass on your lawn or not. It can mean the 
difference between planting and growing 
beautiful plants and crops, or helplessly 
watching them try to grow and die.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F  F R E E  A R T IC L E S

http://www.KasperAndSons.com
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T O W N  N ’  C O U N T R Y  H A R D W A R E
NEW!
E a s y C a r e  P L A T IN U M  
P a i n t  &  P r i m e r

• Seals the surface and top coats 
in one easy step

• Easy application
• Excellent washability
• Stain and 

Mildew 
Resistant

• Covers to 
a smooth, 
beautiful 
finish

• Low VOC
• Lifetime 

Warranty

\\ % v =*; W  i

I  O H O

L a w n m o w e r s
P r e - S e a s o n

h S A L E !

L a r g e  S e l e c t i o n  o f  G r i l l s
G a s  G r ills  P r ic e d  f r o m  $1 1 9 t o s 3 ,9 9 9

w

—  Models
-  '  starting

L 299I
-

E c h o  
G a s  P o w e r e d  
E q u ip m e n t

G e n e s is  EP S e r ie s
New front-mounted controls! 
38,000 BTU’s 
Many styles to 
choose from!

O n e -T o u c h  
P la t in u m
22.5” 2 side tables 
Tuck-Away Lid

w w w . e t o w n n c o u n t r y . c o m

7nu£l/<x£u£ ;
H e l p  I s  J u s t  A r o u n d  T h e  C o r n e r  s a BS

Store hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-7; Fri. & Sat. 9-6; Sun. 11-4 =

2 7 7 4 0  F o r d  R d .  * 3  1 / 2  b l o c k s  W .  o f  I n k s t e r  R d .  •  G a r d e n  C i t y  •  7 3 4 . 4 2 2 . 2 7 5 0  §

s r r c / A U s r s  i n  c u n  i s  &■ c u s t o m  h r i p i  a c t s

HEATING  & C O O LIN G

D o n  't  G e t  C a u g h t  
W i t h  Y o u r  

P a n t s  D o
B e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  

t h e  h o t  s u m m e r !

$ 9 9  V A L U E
r*

S E R V IC E
R E P A IR

w ith  a  p a id  d i a g n o s t i c  fe e .
C anno t be com b in ed  w ith  any  o ther offers.

734-459-3971  

J
H EA T IN G  &  C O O L IN G

turn to  the experts sy
7 3 2 0  H a g g e r t y  R d .  •  C a n t o n

R e g is te r  O n  O u r  W e b s ite  F o r  C o u p o n  S a v in g s

w w w . e x p e r t h e a t c o o l . c o m
nFnR77i
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Restoring your property after 
the cold effects of winter

One of the best things about 
the dawn of spring and the 
return of warmer weather is the 
chance to get out of the house 
and get some fresh air. For 
homeowners, this is the perfect 
opportunity to assess any dam­
age the previous months did to 
yards and develop a plan restore 
properties.

• D on’t jum p the gun. The
first warm day of spring might 
seem like a great time get out in 
the yard and get your hands dirty. 
But it’s best to wait until the grass 
has completely dried out before 
getting to work. Raking on wet 
grass increases the risk of tearing 
out grass, which can cause bald 
spots and the growdi of weeds 
down the road. In addition, 
stepping on the grass while the 
ground is still wet can compact 
the soil, which can slow drainage 
and block the lawn’s roots from 
breathing.

Patience should prevail with 
regard to mowing the lawn as 
well. A lawn’s roots will not 
start to grow until the average 
everyday temperature routinely 
reaches 40  F, so mowing too 
early is both unnecessary and 
potentially harmful to the lawn. 
When the temperatures regular­
ly reach 50 F, then homeowners 
will likely start to see their lawns 
growing.

• Remove debris that’s piled
up. Debris has a tendency to 
infest a yard over the course 
of the winter months. Fallen 
branches, stones and even trash 
can accumulate in a yard, putting 
those who spend time in the yard 
at risk of injury once the warm 
weather returns. For instance, 
bits of twigs and pebbles that are 
blown across the yard during a 
windy winter can be embedded 
in the yard, making the yard less 
of a haven and more of a hazard. 
Once the grass is dry enough 
to walk on, walk around the 
property and remove any debris 
that’s piled up over the last few 
months.

• Employ a pre-emergent 
w eed killer. Homeowners who 
routinely spend their summers 
agonizing over weeds throughout 
the yard should consider apply­
ing a pre-emergent weed killer 
around the beginning of spring. 
It’s important to do so around 
the end of March or early April, 
when the weeds have not yet had 
a chance to grow. When apply­
ing, follow the dosage instruc­
tions provided by the product’s 
manufacturer. Such instructions 
often recommend a second ap­
plication right before summer 
begins.

• Remove thatch. Once the 
grass has dried, you can begin to

remove thatch that's built up over 
the winter. Thatch is potentially 
very harmful to soil, blocking 
sunlight, air and moisture the 
soil needs to ensure a lawn looks 
lush and healthy. Thatch removal 
does not necessarily need to be 
an annual task. If thatch buildup 
is insignificant, then it can be 
done every other year. Just use a 
detaching rake to make the job 
much easier.

• Aerate, particularly if  the 
yard is a heavy traffic area 
once the warm weather ar­
rives. If your yard transforms 
into a child’s wonderland upon 
the arrival of spring and sum­
mer, you might want to revive the 
soil by aerating. When the yard 
gets heavy usage, it’s easy for soil 
to become compacted, which 
makes it hard for air and water to 
reach the lawn’s roots. That can 
eventually make for a less-than- 
appealing lawn. So if your yard is 
the place to be come the warmer 
months, aerate in the spring to 
loosen the soil and make it easier 
for the lawn to withstand the 
months ahead.

No matter how harsh or warm 
the winter months might have 
been, spring is a great time for 
homeowners to restore the prop­
erty around their homes.

—  C O U R T E S Y  O F  M E T R O  C R E A T IV E

Fam ily  owned and operated for 64 years. Com parable 

p rices to box stores —  p lus we se rv ice  w hat we sell 

and more by certified  m echanics.

MANUS POWER POWERS
30642  Woodward, Royal Oak 

(248) 549-2440
w w w .m anuspow erm owers.com

Sta in less steel ch im ney liner kits, chase covers, flue 

extenders and wood stoves. We have it all! Ca ll us 

today for expert DIY advice and superior products.

ROCKFORD CHIMNEY SUPPLY 
(866) 708-2446

w w w .Ch im neyLinerlnc.com

Outside firep laces, p izza  ovens, fire p its and custom  

work. Free estimates!

STEP UP CONSTRUCTION LLC 
(586) 651-7964

STIHL Blower, Hom escaper BG55. Quickly clean d rive­

ways, s idew a lks and hard-to-reach p laces. 22 .22cc 

engine, 417  CFM , 140 MPH, tw o-year warranty, five- 

year ignition and co il warranty. $149 .95
WESTLAND LAWN AND SNOW 

27427  Jo y  Road, Westland 

(734) 261-1250
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Since
1900!

CALL TODAY FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE!

2 4 - d . 3 3 1 . 9 d O O
Referen&es Happily Provided with Free Estimate]

BRICK PAVERS
I $10.00 Sq Ft |
I Installed Complete • Standard Varieties &  Pattern |  

•  Some conditions apply • Min. 300 sq. ft. •  Must 
present coupon at time of estimate • Can not be 

combined w ith any other offer • Exp. 8-31-12 (

. 15% Off .
I LANDSCAPE P LA N TS  I

I Includes New Landscape & Renovation • Discount ■ 
applies to jobs over $3,000 ■ Some conditions apply I  
•  Must present coupon at time o j estimate • Can not *  

I be combined w itn any other o ffe r- Exp.8-31-12 J j

Wp**” Walkways & PlanNngs

.

N e w  & R e - l a n d s c a p i n g  • T r e e s  &  S h r u b s  * T o p  S o il  • F in ish  G r a d in g  
• H y d r o s e e d i n g  • S p r i n k l e r  S y s t e m s  • M u l c h  * C o m p l e t e  A f t e r  C a r e  

B r ic k  P a v e r s  &  P a t io s  • D e c k s  * O u t d o o r  F i r e p l a c e s  • C u s t o m  B u i l t  G r il ls  
• D e c o r a t iv e  St o n e  • B o u l d e r s  • R e t a in in g  W a l l s  • L a n d s c a p e  L ig h t in g

C a l l  N o w  F o r  S p e c i a l  P r e - S e a s o n  P r i c i n g
Father and Son Construction Co. 1-800-836-4095

F R E E  G r a n i t e  
C o u n t e r t o p  U p g r a d

(With Full Kitchen Remodel)
This coupon m ust be presented at tim e of sale. Excludes previous 

contracts. Cannot be com bined w ith  any other offer. Expires 5-23-12.

Father and Son Construction Co. 1-800-836-4095

F R E E  C e r a m i c  
T i l e  F l o o r  U p g r a d e

(With Full Bathroom Remodel)
This coupon m ust be presented at tim e of sale. Excludes previous 

contracts. Cannot be com bined w ith  any other offer. Expires 5-23-12.

!

Father and Son Construction Co. 1-800-836-4095

F R E E  V i s a  G i f t  C a r
Spend $5,000...Get a $200 Visa Gift Card 

.Get a $400 Visa Gift Card

F a t h e r * & § ^ n j  
C o n s t r u c t i o n !
NO J O B ’S  TOO B IG  
NO J O B ’S  TOO S M A L L ...
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Dormers
• Windows
• Siding

A x -

• Gutters
• Additions
• Basement Finishing
• Masonry Work
• Miscellaneous Home 

Improvements

WE ALSO DO 
BARRIER-FREE DESIGN

OE08772022

!
■ This coupon m ust be presented at tim e of sale. Excludes previous ■ 
[ contracts. Cannot be com bined w ith  any other offer. Expires 5-23-12. J
L .  mm aim mmm warn mm amm mam mm mm mm mmm mm mm mm mm amm aam amm amm mm

4%
B B B

5032 Rochester Road • Troy • www.father-son-const.com
W h e n  y o u  w a n t  t h e  b e s t . , . g i v e  n s  a  c a l l ! B B B
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Doesn’t  you r dog deserve 
the c la s s ie s t house 

on the b lo ck ?
True dog lovers always 

like to provide their canine 
familiars with the best treats 
available in the market. For 
the most dedicated luxury dog 
houses are one of the best and 
classiest ways for the owners 
to show their love for their 
pet. Luxury dog houses are 
easily becoming more popular 
among the classiest dog- 
friends.

Luxury dog houses come as 
varied as the client’s taste and 
wallet: If you are out to get one 
for your beloved dog all you 
need is a little market research 
and you will find plenty of 
places already selling and/or 
making you a fully customized 
dog house.

If  you don’t know where to 
start looking, the internet is 
one place to start looking for 
luxury dog houses, as there are 
already many websites dealing 
with this land of specific prod­
uct and the offer keeps getting 
more advanced and attractive. 
Also check with your local pet 
shops in the area.

Pet supply companies who 
offer custom dog house build­
ing even offer you the possibil­
ity to specifically choose all 
the types of materials involved 
in the building o f the house. 
The offer o f custom features is 
immense and they range from 
actual wall paper, window 
coverings, interior and exterior 
special wall painting, specific 
dog furniture, including beds, 
sofas and even some design 
pieces that serve also as dog

toys.
The outside of the luxury 

dog houses have not been 
forgotten, and if you think 
your beloved dog deserves it, 
you can even manage to build 
him his own private dog house 
garden, with his own lawn, 
sand boxes and even a pool. 
The possibilities are truly virtu­
ally infinite.
As long as you keep it function­
al in the dog’s point o f view, 
you can really build to your 
hearts desire. It is important to 
keep the dog’s perspective in 
mind when dealing with cus­
tom luxury dog houses. Some 
features are beautiful and look 
really good on hum an’s houses 
but for the obvious reasons, 
just don’t work with dogs. Re­
m em ber you are trying to spoil 
your dog and make him as 
happy as possible, not making 
his life harder.

A very popular new trend is 
to build the luxury dog house 
matching the style o f the dog 
ow ners' own house, including 
the architectural style and the 
design of both the interior and 
the exterior of the house, thus 
creating a visual harmony.

The prices of such houses 
vary as m uch as the price of 
houses for human habitation.
It will all depend on the level 
o f luxury you are willing to of­
fer your dog. These houses can 
be come a very expensive gift 
but they are also a great way to 
show some love to your furry 
friend.
—  COURTESY OF FREE ARTICLES

I t ’s possible to  be a law n-lover and a dog-lover w ith  a few  tips  to keep grass green. Over tim e a pet w ho is routinely using a patch of 
grass as his personal potty w ill damage tha t s tretch o f lawn. The behavior of canines plus the chem ical components o f the urine con­
tribu te  to  the brown, dead patches synonymous w ith  dog waste. But there are ways to m itigate the problem.

Over time a pet that is routinely 
using a patch of grass as his personal 
potty will damage that stretch of 
lawn. The behavior o f canines plus 
the chemical components of the 
urine contribute to the brown, dead 
patches synonymous with dog waste. 
But there are ways to mitigate the 
problem.

Dog urine and feces can often be 
a frustrating problem, even to pet- 
lovers. The war between wanting a 
pristine lawn and a healthy pet can 
drive pet owners to investigate ways 
to prevent or reduce marring o f the 
lawn. Do those urban legends like 
tomato juice or baking soda work?
In most cases the answer is no. How­
ever, there are ways to reduce the 
am ount o f lawn damage with other 
methods.

Dog waste chemistry
Understanding why urine and 

feces can affect the lawn requires 
understanding the makeup of these 
waste products. The fundamental 
problem involves the concentration 
of nitrogen in the solid and liquid 
waste. Primarily in dogs, the kidneys 
serve to remove excess nitrogen from 
the dog’s high-protein, meat-based 
diet. In small concentrations, nitro­
gen applied to a lawn can actually 
serve as a fertilizer — helping the 
lawn to be green and bright. But it’s 
the higher concentrations that do

the most damage. These essentially 
burn out the grass and cause brown, 
bare patches that can be rather 
unsightly.

A few decades ago, Dr. A.W. 
Allard, a Colorado veterinarian, 
examined numerous variations in 
dog urine and the effects on several 
common lawn grasses. He found fes­
cue to be the most nitrogen-resistant. 
Yet, even that grass has its saturation 
point and can brown.

Who is the biggest offender?
Dog owners sometimes think that 

female dogs have different urine 
chemistry because they tend to do 
the most damage to the lawn. The 
fact is, both male and female dogs 
can do damage, it just comes down 
to the way urine is applied. Male 
dogs oftentimes “m ark” their territo­
ries or spray a small amount o f urine 
to different parts of the landscape. 
These small concentrations may not 
damage the lawn much. However, 
a female dog tends to squat and 
apply the urine in one spot at a high 
concentration. That liquid seeps into 
the lawn and can do damage. Male 
dogs that do not lift their legs and 
prefer to squat can do the same level 
o f damage as females.

Cats that use the outdoors instead 
of a litter box may also create brown 
spots, particularly if they visit the 
same spot over and over.

Fixing the problem
Apart from diluting the urine, 

which can cause its own issues, the 
best way to alleviate brown spots is 
to walk the dog around the neigh­
borhood to other appropriate spots. 
Otherwise, a dog-only area can be 
set up in the yard. Then pet own­
ers must train their dogs to use that 
specific area. Laying down pea gravel 
or m ulch can be a way to absorb the 
urine without having it damage the 
lawn. Camouflage, like bushes or 
a fence, can set the dog area apart 
from the rest of the backyard as well.

It can take up to two weeks or 
more to train an older dog to take 
to the new potty area. Puppies may 
adapt a little faster. Collecting m ine 
and feces and placing it in the dog’s 
area can help set up a scent mark 
that may make it easier for dogs to 
learn that’s where they’re supposed 
to go. For the training period, pet 
owners should accompany their 
dogs to the new area on a leash; do 
not leave the pet unattended in the 
yard. He or she may revert back to 
the normal spot being used for relief.

W ith time and patience, pet-lovers 
can cohabitate with their pooches 
and still enjoy a nice lawn. It just 
takes a little creative thinking and 
training.

—  COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE
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D o  y o u  h a v e  b a s e m e n t  l e a k s ?
C a n 't  a ffo rd  th e  n e c e s s a r y  r e p a ir s ?

There IS a permanent and cost effective solution 
to this problem!

The Edoxv Injection System  waterproofs concrete by structurally 
bonding it together. It not only will stop the water from entering 

the crack, but also bonds it together restoring it's strength.
If you are considering finishing your basement, any cracks or 

leaks should be repaired first.

We can repair these problems and provide a 
guarantee good for the life of the home!

S ta te  C o n tra c to rs  / n c .

B as e m en t W aterproofing  S pecia lis ts  S r

F R E E  E S T I M A T E S !
Call Now (8 1 0 ) 6 6 4 - 2 7 3 5
Monday - Friday 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Saturday 7:00 AM - 12:00 PM

* N 0  EX C A V A TIN G  
*L ITTLE  N O IS E  

*V E R Y  L IT T L E  M E S S  

*G U A R A N T E E  IN  W R IT IN G

L U T I O N

L A N D S C A P E  S O L U T I O N S

*Free Quotes • Lowest Price Guaranteed* 
‘ Unparalleled Customer Service*

Bush/Shrub Trimming • Mulching • Weeding • Edging 
Yard Maintenance • Yard Waste Removal • Brick/Stone Laying 

Personal Gardeners • Ju st Ask!

2 4 8 - 9 9 0 * 3 1 7 9  • S o l u t i o n s t a n d s c a p i n g @ g m a i l . c o m  
Li ke  us  a t :  F a c e b o o k . c o m / S o l u t i o n s L a n d s c a p e

fffifii ii Pm'i&Kdl Ttiirne) (My

lb  Meiests
l b  f a p m & i  m

1 4 8  f e i s  n
S le r v /t in o f  O a k d la n d l  &c ' 7>~ 

BiMQipjtQl!! CJo.uin.titesi
m m  Qiuiri m m m A t

1I6)TQj G iilenjpry' M a d S ^  ^

^  James)

Master ilite

W a ll for^ypur FREE^gstlm ateg
, J S L  ( 8 6 6 )  G O  P R ’ S f S J  

( 2 4 8 )  6 6 9 T 9 0 0 7 |gJom m e r

Not valid with any other offers. Some restrictions may apply. 
All previous orders excluded. Valid prior to contract only.

100’s o f references
throughout YOUR community. pSBlP

S E N IO R  D IS C O U N T S

FREE INSULATION 
w ith  NEW  R O O F 

o r SIDING
Nw valid wild My other Offers. .Smile K*ne(kms may apply 

All previous unkis actudsd. Valid ptitir 10eimtiact <wly.
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C r e a t i n g  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  d o g  r u n
Millions of dogs share 

the homes and hearts of 
people across the country. 
Dogs can provide compan­
ionship, affection and joy. 
But when dogs spend time 
outdoors and cause damage 
to lawns and gardens, that 
cute and cuddly appeal 
might dwindle.

Although dogs are ben­
eficial in numerous ways, 
their tendency to create 
unsightly messes in the 
yard has many homeown­
ers wringing their hands in 
frustration. Erecting a dog 
run or using other strategies 
may help to alleviate any 
damage the dog causes.

A dog run is essentially 
a fenced-in part of the yard 
where dogs can play or be 
trained to relieve them ­
selves. As most pet owners 
know, dogs, particularly 
females because their urine 
is concentrated to one spot 
on the lawn, can create un­
sightly urine burns. Looking 
at patches of burnt, straw­
like grass where a lush lawn 
used to be can be aggravat­
ing. The same can be said 
for finding dog “presents” 
all over the yard. All it takes 
is stepping in or sliding in 
a pile o f joy to raise blood 
pressure. Plus, there's the 
extra work o f tracking down 
such presents and having to 
clean them up. This can be

time-consuming with a big 
yard, not to mention messy 
and smelly.

Containing your dog to a 
run will keep messes all in 
once place. W hen you can­
not supervise the dog, a dog 
run will be a way to let the 
dog spend time outside in a 
way that he or she won’t get 
into trouble. The run can be 
constructed of any material 
you desire, w hether chain- 
link fencing, wood slats, 
lattice material, or tightly 
spaced shrubbery. Pea 
gravel is a good material to 
use on the floor of the dog 
run. Not only is pea gravel 
aesthetically appealing, but 
it also allows urine to run 
through into the soil below 
and will be able to keep 
feces above for easier clean 
up. It also can be hosed off 
and topped off when gravel 
is depleted.

Avoid landscape fabrics 
or artificial tu rf that is not 
designed for pets. It may 
collect waste and lead to 
the proliferation of bacteria, 
which can create odor and 
unsanitary conditions for 
the dog.

Many people like to 
camouflage dog runs from 
the rest o f the yard. Trailing 
vines of ivy or other upward 
growing plants may suffice. 
Avoid planting any poison­
ous plants next to the run

so they are not accidentally 
consumed. It is also best to 
keep sweet nectar plants 
away to minimize bee and 
wasps from flying close to 
the dog.

If you do not want to 
segregate your dog from 
the rest of the yard, find 
ways to prevent him or her 
from getting into places 
you’d rather keep off limits. 
Cobble rock is often dif­
ficult for dogs to walk on. 
Use it to form barriers of 
3 to 5 inches in width to 
prevent access to certain 
parts of the yard. Border 
your planting beds with 
thorny bushes or big rocks 
that don’t allow traction.

Do make a dog running 
path by the fence where 
there is a lot of foot traffic. 
This way your dog can run 
back and forth and watch 
the neighbors go by. Again, 
pea gravel is a good choice 
here so that it will mask 
paw-trodden grass.

Dogs will behave like 
dogs; so pet owners should 
learn the best way to enjoy 
the backyard together. 
Training the pooch to 
relieve bim self in one spot 
and creating places that 
are safe for him to urinate 
may alleviate destructive 
behavior.

—  COURTESY OF

METRO CREATIVE

It ’s possible to  cohabitate in the backyard w ith  a dog. Follow some tips to  set aside areas fo r people and 
pets. Erecting a dog run or using other strategies may help to  alleviate any damage the dog causes.

Your precious pooch 
may be leaving 

unsightly fu r behind 
on your carpet. 
Several vacuums 
get high ratings 
fo r th e ir ab ility  to 
clean up pet fu r and 

sm aller debris eas­

ily  and effic iently.

T o p - r a t e d  v a c u u m s  
t o  c l e a n  u p  p e t  h a i r

People regularly welcome pets into 
their homes. W hile they may love the 
affection and companionship the animal 
provides, they may not enjoy the fur and 
dander left behind inside the house.

Around 65 percent o f American house­
holds have one or more pets, according 
to the American Pet Product Association. 
New generations of pet owners are willing 
and able to pay top dollar for premium 
services and products. They may be more 
interested in a vacuum that is designed for 
pet fur than previous generations.

It can take no time at all for fur to 
accumulate on a rug or upholstered 
furniture. The nature of pet fur allows it to 
get stuck in the fibers and it is not easily 
removed, and it can be time-consuming 
to use sticky rollers to clean up pet hair. 
Some pet owners actually have resorted to 
running a wire slicker brush or shedding 
blade over rugs and furniture to collect 
the hair. Many find that pet fur is more 
easily cleaned with a vacuum designed 
specifically for that purpose or one that 
boasts strong suction power.

Several vacuums get high ratings 
for their ability to clean up pet fur and 
smaller debris easily and efficiently. For 
those in the market for a new  vacuum, 
consider these brands and models.

• D yson A nim al, various m odels: 
Dyson claims to be an innovator in 
vacuum design, with cyclonic power that 
ensures the vacuum will not lose suction. 
Based on the popularity of their regular 
upright vacuums, Dyson created a line of 
vacuums specifically designed for pet hair. 
Most generate the strongest suction at the 
turbine head and feature a brush bar for 
capturing and sucking up fur and dander.

The one downside to these products is the 
price tag. Dyson vacuums are on the high 
end of the cost spectrum at around $500.

• H oover P la tinum  C ollection 
Bagged an d  Bagless: Hoover didn't 
specifically set out for this to be a pet fur 
vacuum, but through personal use, many 
people found it to be one of the more 
effective vacuums at collecting pet hair. 
Ranging between $200 and $300, these 
vacuums are moderately priced.

• E ureka Boss Sm art Vac: This 
vacuum was designed with strong bris­
tling action and powerful suction that will 
go a long way toward trapping pet fur. It is 
also lightweight and easily maneuvered.
At around $200. it is also among the more 
affordable options.

• M iele Bolero U pright Vacuum 
C leaner: This product features an Active 
HEPA filter and spring-loaded, self-sealing 
dust bags that are ideal for those hoping 
to keep dust and dander out of the air. Air 
passes through a multi-layered HyClean™ 
bag and a secondary electrostatic filter. 
This is the most expensive vacuum on the 
list, at around $800.

• H oover Tem po W idepa th : At 
around $80, this is one of the least expen­
sive vacuums, and also very lightweight.
A powerfiil, 12 amp motor provides 
ample suction and doesn’t leave anything 
behind. The smaller profile makes the 
vacuum easy to maneuver under and 
around furniture.

Removing pet hair can be easier when 
you invest in a powerful suction vacuum. 
Comparison shop retailers to find the best 
deals on these highly rated vacuums.

—  COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE
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U pgrading your hom e 
in to  hom e sw eet hom e
W ith more homeowners deciding to stay 

put in their homes, rather than attempting 
to sell in the current market, that old adage 
is more meaningful than ever.

Staying put doesn’t mean homeowners 
are settling. Many are upgrading or redeco­
rating their abodes, turning their old home 
into the stylish, yet comfortable - home 
sweet home they’ve dreamed of for many 
years.

Upgrading and redecorating a house can 
be done in small steps, or in one overhaul, 
depending on your available time and 
finances, and the upgrades you want to do. 
For example, redesigning your kitchen with 
new appliances, cabinetry, flooring and wall 
color will require a lot more time, money 
and decision making on your part dian re­
decorating a bedroom with new linens, wall 
color and rearranged furniture.

No matter if you want to have everything 
done in one large overhaul, or intend to 
spread your upgrades out over several years, 
you need to develop a working plan - one 
that can be constantly tweaked and updated 
as the project progresses. Here are some tips 
to get your working plan started:

• Plan on a budget You can develop a total 
budget for all the work you want to do, or an 
annual budget, which will help you divide 
up all the projects so you are able to afford 
them  over a period of time. W hen planning 
your budget, it’s a good idea to overestimate 
the cost o f a project, just in case something 
unexpected pops up requiring additional 
cash. Many a home rem odeler can tell you 
about the simple home improvement proj­
ect that turned into something m uch bigger 
than originally anticipated.

• Set a timeline. This is to determ ine your 
availability to work on the project. If you

“Pet Relie f,” an in-hom e se rv ice  w h ile  you 're out. 

So lve the problem  of pet owners who can 't be in two 

p laces at once —  home and work.

C H EC K  ON TH E  DOG LLC  
L icensed  • Bonded •  Insured 

( 2 4 8 )  2 4 2 - 0 4 4 1  
www .checkonthedog.com

find that you only have a day or two avail­
able, you probably will want to plan for a 
much smaller project. Or you may want to 
hire out any work you won’t be able to finish 
yourself.

• Make a list o f equipment you need. If 
you’re going to be purchasing larger supplies 
like wood boards and drywall, you probably 
need to update your truck with the Adarac 
truck bed rack system from Access, a divi­
sion of Agri-Cover, Inc. Your truck will be 
able to transport up to 500 pounds of home 
improvement supplies on the rack, which 
sits neady behind the cab and secures your 
load with eyelets. And don’t forget about 
finding a secure place in your home or 
garage to store supplies while the project is 
ongoing. If you five in a home where storage 
is limited, consider keeping your tools in 
your truck bed, covered and secured with 
an Access tonneau cover. The cover’s locks 
keep your tools safe and dry until you need 
them, and when you’re ready to get started 
on the project, the tonneau truck bed cover 
can easily be removed, granting you access 
to everything.

• Ask questions. As you get started in the 
planning of your project, talk to friends and 
family who have done something similar, as 
well as the experts at home improvement 
stores. The more information you have, the 
more prepared you will be to address issues 
as they arise.

Staying in your current house and re­
vamping it into that dream house you always 
wanted can really pay off. You may find 
yourself inviting family and friends to come 
and vacation at your house, so you can stay 
home and enjoy it.

—  COURTESY OFARA CONTENT

Create a yard to stand out in your neighborhood and 

enhance your home value. W e ’ ll c reate a landscape 

ta ilored to your space, taste and budget! Ca ll today. 

D & B  LA N D S C A P IN G
13222 Merrim an Rd., Livonia, M l 48150 -1816  

( 7 3 4 )  5 2 4 - 1 0 3 0
w w w .db-landscap ing.com

N a n k i n  A m  H a r d w a r eThe helpful place

M lU J JED Jioiid \  WaajJijjjd -»T^T22M rm
Open Monday-Friday 8am-8pm; Saturday 9am-6pm; Sunday 10am-4pm

• O ur B E ST  A nnual P rogram *

OE08772110

A fter $ 2 0  
M ail-in  R eb ate

You Pay 79.99
Scotts® Lawn Pro® 4 
Step Annual Program
Covers 5000 sq. f t  Crabgrass 
Preventer Plus Fertilizer, Weed 
Control Plus Fertilizer, Insect 
Control Plus Fertilizer and Lawn 
Fertilizer. 7287154 
Limit 2 rebates.

Must purchase all 4 steps.

Also Receive $15 OFF your next purchase when 
you buy the Scott’s ®  4 Step Annual Program

w w w .m a rs h p o w e r.c o m

INDUSTRIAL POW ER  
SPECIALISTS

m m v M

SlRJjJM 
i l P E I J  M l f l j j

F R I., APRIL 2 7  * 1 0  a m - 4  pm  
SA T ., APRIL 2 8  * 1 0  a m  - 3  pm  

LIVONIA LOCATION
20579 Middlebelt Road • 248-476-7744

Fax: 248-476-1090

► Bosch • Makita • D ew alt • Fein • Senco  
• Delta • P orter Cable • Kreg • General

• P ow erm atic • Rockwell • S teel City
• J e t • Hitachi • M ilwaukee • Freud

and Many Mote

D O O R  P R I Z E S  
H U G E  S A L E
Factory Reps ON-SITE to 

demonstrate NEW products and 
answer all of your questions.

General Machinery 
CNC Router Demonstrations

Special Pricing 
on Everything

H o t D o g s  &  
R e f r e s h m e n t s  

1 1 a m - 1 p m
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Landscape Design, Fertilization, 
Sprinkler Service & Clean Up Specials

B u s h  W a c k e r s  L a n d s c a p in g ,  In c .  
( 3 1 3 )  5 4 1 - 6 8 2 4  _  « j .>

Providing fast, friendly, reliable ~ ijJjfB / 
service for over 30 years
F r e e  E s t i m a t e s

B ushw ackersl976(«  sbcR lobal.net
http://buslm ackersinc.com  ^ —

v |
< w  • ■ _

20734 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon • 248 486 2660
www.m ichiganbedboss.com

• Longest lasting mattress available
• Certified Toxin free
• The “Greener” mattress made with all natural 

and renewable materials
• Compare to Tempur-pedic
• Quality at unbeatable pricing-60% less than 

major name brands

-  We a lso  c a n y  
S y m b o l M a ttre s se s  -

Additional 10% off with this ad
Ta k e  Ch a r g e  O f  Yo u r  S l e e p! oetxrmji
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Hydroponics simply means growing 
plants without soil. Food for the plants, 
which are called hydroponic nutrients, are 
dissolved in water and fed directly to the 
roots. The plants form smaller roots and 
grow in inert grow media. Hydroponic vege­
tables are healthy, vigorous, and consistently 
reliable. Hydroponic gardening is clean and 
extremely easy and requires very little effort. 
The word hydroponics comes from two 
Greek words, "hydro" meaning water and 
“ponies” meaning labor. The concept of 
gardening without soil, or hydroponics, has 
been around for thousands o f years. Hydro­
ponics is proven to have several advantages 
over soil gardening. The growth rate on a 
hydroponic plant is 30 to 50% faster than 
a soil plant grown under the same condi­
tions. The yield of the plant is also greater. 
The extra oxygen in the hydroponic growing 
mediums helps to stimulate root growth. 
Plants with ample oxygen in the root system 
absorb nutrients faster.

The hydroponic plant also requires very 
little energy to find and break down food. 
The plant then uses this saved energy to 
grow faster and to produce more fruit. Hy­
droponic plants also have fewer problems 
with bug infestations, disease, and funguses.

Hydroponic gardening offers several 
benefits to the environment. Because of 
the constant reuse of the nutrient solutions, 
hydroponic gardening uses considerably less 
water than soil gardening. Fewer pesticides 
are used on hydroponic crops as well as they 
are not necessary. Since hydroponic garden­
ing systems use no topsoil, topsoil erosion is 
not even an issue.

Most of the principles that apply to soil 
fertilizers also apply to hydroponic fertil­
izers, or nutrient solutions. A hydroponic 
nutrient solution contains all o f the ele­
ments that the plant would normally get 
from the soil. These nutrients can be 
purchased at a hydroponic supply store and 
come in liquid or powdered mixes. Like soil, 
hydroponic systems can be fertilized with 
organic or chemical nutrients. An organic

hydroponic system is considerably more 
work to maintain. The organic compounds 
have a tendency to lock together and cause 
pumps blockage.

Hydroponic systems are characterized 
as passive or active. An active hydroponic 
system actively moves the nutrient solution 
with a pump. Passive hydroponic systems 
rely on the capillary action of the growing 
medium or a wick.

The nutrient solution is absorbed by the 
medium  or the wick and passed along to the 
roots. Passive systems are usually too wet 
and do not supply enough oxygen to the root 
system to maximize growth rates.

Hydroponic systems are also character­
ized as recovery or non-recovery. Recovery 
systems, or re-circulating systems, reuse the 
nutrient solution. Non-recovery systems 
apply the nutrient solution to the growing 
medium, but are not recovered.
Most consumers question w hether they 
should buy or build a hydroponic system. If 
the consumer has the mind of an engineer 
and dreams of building their own hydro­
ponic system, they should consider buying 
one first. Buying a system, which does not 
cost a lot o f money, will allow them to have 
a better understanding of how hydroponics 
works. The hands- on experience is worth 
the cost of the system and they will likely be 
able to reuse the parts in the system when 
they decide to build their own.

Consumers should do their research and 
get all o f the information they can. Hydro­
ponics is a constantly changing industry 
and the consumer should be prepared to be 
patient. Building ones own system can be 
very rewarding or very frustrating. Hydro­
ponic gardening is the wave of the future 
and is currently being studied in classrooms 
around the country, horticultural societ­
ies, and in government funded research at 
major universities. It is also fast becoming a 
popular hobby, as it is fun, exciting, and easy 
to get involved in.

—  COURTESY OF FREE ARTICLES
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BONUS SAVINGS!Step up in style with 
Resists SoftStyle carpet.

With more than 60 colors to choose from, Resista SoftStyle carpet makes it easy to coordinate your flooring with your decor and lifestyle, it’s exceptionally durable, repels stems and feels ultra-soft uocerfoot. No small feat.

PLUS, help others 
put their best toot forward.

Carpet One will donate your gently used sfioes lu help deserving womon took thoir oest m tnotf chosen wain ct Ms. gome in today for great savings during this limited-time sales event.

MONTHSPCCIAL
FINANCING*

SoftStyt* products.
Sa le  Ends Ju n e  17

DONUS DUY! 'BONUS BUY!

STORE HOURS: 

Mon.-Thurs. 9am-8pm 

Fri. 9am-6pm 

Sat. 10am-5pm 

Sun. Noon-4pm

B e a u tifu l
Carpet One Floor & Home promise' you'll love Ihe way your new floor looks, or we II replace il - free!

itonewl

on select 
Reslsta SoftStyle 

carpet.

REC LA IM ED
COM FORT
SU PREM E

loor w<» i il.com and you coutd win a pair of shoos from Zappos.com!

UPO N  V ER O N A SALE PRICESoft. >ro«tHr V«f3*t *(»•»W itiowj erw«h toV>:>3 ee tv •Helen* VCM $ 1 3 9
WSWt,«««<?*»

R IS K  & R EW A R D SALE PRICETrotfitiaM) tty.lTij jfca jr»t SttMtM **? twnsiOfifl $ 1 7 9
wcvupf*cto*»»

R IS K  & R EW A R D SALE PRICE
SU P R E M E A

PLUM BING HEATING COOLING

W a r m  W e a t h e r  i s  C o m i n g . . .  
I s  y o u r  A / C

FRO ZEN  IN  T IM E ?

TODAY! 248.348.4242

Have a Service Inspection between 3/20/2012 & 6/19/2012 and our 
technician will record your unit’s serial numbers and enter you for the chance 
to win a fully Installed Carrier 24ABB3 Comfort Series Air Conditioning Unit. 
The winner will be announced on 6/22/12. * Old unit cannot be a window unit. 

"Mention code: FITNN

turn to the experts

Dan W ood is giving  

away a F R E E
C a r r ie r  A /C  
system  to the home 
with the oldest 

Air Conditioning 
System.
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S A L E !
S a v i n g s

25-60%!

With approved credit. Previous sales excluded. Sale prices apply to in-stock 
merchandise only. Cannot combine with coupons & discounts. Supplies limited.

BERKLEY
2 7 5 0  W. 1 2  M ile Road -  2 4 8 .3 9 8 .4 5 7 7

ROCHESTER HILLS
3 1 0 0  S. R o ch ester  -  2 4 8 .8 5 2 .8 9 0 0
UTICA
4 8 2 7 0  Van Dyke -  5 8 6 .7 3 9 .5 3 3 3

w w w . p a s a g g . c o m

W ho can’t admire a beautifiil specimen 
plant grown on the patio. Tending to when 
ever the urge hits because it is close by. And 
from a practical standpoint, you can move 
plants indoors in cold weather. There is a 
lot to know to keep your thumb green with 
this type of gardening, but it can be very 
rewarding.

The Ground Rules Explained
Container planting lets you decorate your 

open patio, front porch, poolside concrete 
expanses and window boxes. You can move 
these containers around as weather dictates; 
or you can bury them  in the ground, put 
them  in a greenhouse or even gift them. You 
can get creative with sources o f contain­
ers, everything from small buckets to old 
rowboats.

You can go formal with manicured topi­
ary or casual with a dense mix o f annuals 
and grasses in a whiskey barrel half. Lifting 
a container off the ground with a stand al­
lows for eye level viewing for more shallow 
pots. Water flows more freely out if  over wa­
tering could be an issue. Smaller pots can be 
hung from the ceiling or attached to a wall 
as a half-basket. This way you keep them out 
from underfoot.

Handy and eye-catching!
There are porous and non-porous contain­

ers. Porous containers like terra cotta and 
wood will dry faster and cool by evaporation 
and allow roots to breath. Mulch is useful 
on top of the soil to slow evaporation on hot 
days. Non-porous pots like glazed pottery 
and metal boxes retain water. They can 
smother roots; so make sure there is a drain 
hole in a pot like this. Low containers that 
are lightweight are for shallow rooted plants 
such as azaleas, bulbs and bonsai. Use a 
large pot for perm anent plants like a Japa­
nese maple or conifer, as they need room for 
2 years of growth.

Year-round container planting is common 
for mild climates. In cold climates you will

have more success (and a greener thumb) if 
you pot up annuals for the summ er and over 
winter perennials. On freezing days you can 
always move them  in if there is enough sun 
or artificial light.

You get to have 100% control with the 
soil mix, unlike with traditional ground 
planting. This allows you to provide precise 
conditions for specific plants and better pest 
management since different bugs attack 
different species. The science of soil mixes 
get pretty involved. In short, you can buy 
good packaged soil or sterile soil less mixes. 
W hen caring for plants you ought to play it 
safe submit to their demands for shade, sun, 
temperature, water, and soil type.

From the Pots to the Plants
Annuals are suited well to containers as they 
can be crowded in and seedlings can be 
started inside to extend the growing season. 
They tolerate a small pot chock-full of plants 
for a season.

Here’s a general rule:
Plant in container 6 to 8” apart if ground 

planting specifies 10 to 12” apart.
For an annual that will grow 3 feet tall get 

a pot 24” in diameter.
For an annual that will grow up to 1 foot 

tall get a pot 8” in diameter.
Perennials can be grown in containers de­

spite the fact they tend to grow slower and 
larger. If they outgrow the pot then remove 
them  when they are most dormant.

Trees, shrubs and vines make you think 
big, in terms of deep containers, and take on 
a commitment. These are not a short-term 
love affair like an annual. They don’t need 
the heavy watering that an annual does. 
Consider the climate you live in, as these 
plants will have to weather it. The payoff 
is when a small terrace is fashioned with a 
comfy chair in the shade of a blossoming 
potted tree. How about those winter berries
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H e r b  g a r d e n s  a r e  a  d e l i g h t f u l  

a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  g a r d e n
Herbs have been in use 

since centuries for various 
medicinal, culinary and 
aromatic purposes. Herbs 
are used even in many of 
the m odem  medicines, 
cosmetics etc. Having your 
own herb garden can be 
very useful. Planning it is 
definitely great fun!
Herbs can be grown in a 
num ber of ways. W ith a 
proper planning an herb 
garden can be an essential 
part of your home. You can 
choose to have it either 
indoors or outdoors. In case 
of limited outdoor space, 
you can opt for planting 
herbs on a windowsill or in 
a window box.

Planning your herb 
garden

The first thoughts to 
cultivating an herb garden 
are selecting the herbs you 
want to plant. There are 
different kinds of herbs for 
different purposes. Hence 
you need to first decide the 
main purpose of having an 
herb garden. Some herbs 
like thyme grow low and 
spreading while others like 
parsley grows in clumps. 
Some herbs are perennials 
and some are annuals.
Your first step is to put your 
plan on paper first. Decide 
the exact size you wish your 
garden to be. This helps in 
selecting the right type of 
herbs and also you can then

determ ine the amount of 
space per herb as per your 
requirements.
Keep in mind that herbs 
require well-drained soil. 
Before staring to plant your 
herbs, test if the soil is alka­
line. Herbs need alkaline 
soil to grow. You can add 
lime to your soil to keep it 
alkaline.

Sunlight is a very im­
portant factor for herbs to 
grow well. Herbs need at 
least six hours of sunlight.
In case you can’t find a 
suitable sunny spot, you can 
plant the herbs in a garden 
container so that it can be 
moved around in sunlight. 
Keep enough space for the 
herbs to grow. Your herbs 
need adequate air circula­
tion to prevent molds. 
Familiarize yourself with 
the herbs you will be 
planting. Read about the 
requirements and condi­
tions of growing them. This 
will help you take proper 
care of them.

Planting the herbs
You can begin planting 

either with seeds or small 
plants from the garden cen­
ter. It is better to have small 
plants rather than seeds as 
you will have a higher suc­
cess rate.
W hen using seeds to plants, 
it is better to plan them 
ahead since the seeds 
require several months

to grow. Keep your herb 
garden close to your home. 
This will help you to take 
care and check for the 
problems.
You can plant your herbs 
either in straight lines or 
in geometrical shapes. You 
can even have square beds 
divided into four paths. 
Plants even in the shape of 
flowing, curved beds and 
walkways look amazing. 
Some flowers and shrubs 
can add to the beauty of 
your herb garden.
You can refer to various 
magazines and books to 
know what type of garden 
best suits your needs. You 
can even seek professional 
help if required. They are 
easy to maintain and simple 
to grow. W ith enough drain­
age, sunlight, water and 
nutrient rich and organic 
soil, yotu herb garden can 
thrive for years.

—  COURTESY OF 
FREE ARTICLES

Container Gardening continued from page 58

too? They don't require a lot o f feeding, 
but require the right kind of pruning and 
watering.

Here are a few hardy candidates
Boxwood: Evergreens that you trim into 

geometric shapes or use as a backdrop to 
other plantings. Its roots are shallow and it 
grows to up to 10 feet.

Cam ellia: These ornamental trees sprout 
big flowers. Thrive in western and southern 
states and grow slowly up to 7 feet.

H arry  L auder’s W alking Stick: Its 
height is 4 to 6 feet and needs soil that 
drains. Its trademark-contorted branches

can be pruned if you are going after a spe­
cific shape.

Redwood: Yes, I said redwood to prove 
to you that growing trees in pots is more 
than you would think! It will grow in a large 
box o f 24” wide for a few years “leaving 
the nest”. Prune it to control its height and 
make it bushier.

English Laurel: This make a dense 
screen of big leaves. It grows very tall and 
wide and fast. Often seen as hedges.

C lem atis: These vines really like contain­
ers but must be moved to a well-protected 
spot in a frigid winter. It needs a deep pot, 
but those spectacular blue and purple 
blooms make its dem ands worthwhile.

—  COURTESY OF FREE ARTICLES

L iv o n ia  H o m e  Im p ro v e m e n t
A Trusted Family Name In Home Improvements For Over 60 Years! 

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates * Financing Available ___

• R O O F I N G  • R A I L I N G S
• W I N D O W S  • S U N R O O M S
• G U T T E R S  • S I D I N G / T R I M
• A W N I N G S  • B L O W N - I N
• D O O R S  I N S U L A T I O N

1 Year V in y l  W i n d o w s  &
Same As Cash B lo w n - in  I n s u l a t i o n

Available A v a i la b le

CertainTeedB

A n y co m p le te  job  o ve r $3,500
Expires 5-7-12 |

I_______________________________________________ I

7 3 4 - 4 2 1 - 3 5 0 0
w w w . t i m a s h o m e i m p r o v e m e n t . c o m
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J a n e t  M a c u n o v ic h  
Guest speaker Sunday 
April 22, 2pm,

A p r i l  2 1  a n d  2 2
1 0 a m  - 4 p m

Two days full of events with 
vendor representatives, 

speakers and refreshments!
• G a r d e n in g  D e m o n s t r a t io n s
• L a w n  M a in t e n a n c e
• O r g a n ic  L a w n  C a r e

d e ta ils  on  w w w .p ly m o u th n u r se ry .n e t

© ofifirttf P " *  (o o tM a k ve[ousi

C o m e  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  
n e w  lo o k  i n s id e .

7 3 4 -4 5 3 -5 5 0 0
Grow Green With Us!
www.plym outhnursery.net 
Start April 19, Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm 
Sat. 8am -6pm • Sun. 9am-6pm

nI IV
P L Y M O U T H
N U R S E R Y

_ HOME & GARDEN SHOWPLACE

9900  Ann A rbor/P lym outh  Rd.
7 Miles East o f US-23 • 7 Miles West of I-275 

11 /2  Miles south of M-14 
Corner of G otfredson Rd.

This year, everyone is looking to 
save on their household budget. But 
just because you’re scaling back, 
doesn’t mean you can’t make some 
improvements around the house. 
Visit your local hardward stores and 
home fix-it shops in your neighbor­
hood for ideas and great values on 
products for your home.

Use these DIY home improve­
m ent and cleanup tips from the 
experts from Grime Boss to help re­
vamp your home, without spending 
a fortune. Visit www.grimeboss.com 
for more product information.

Repaint the walls
One great way to update your 

home without having to replace car­
peting or furniture is to refresh walls 
with a fresh coat of paint. Determine 
the am ount o f paint needed by using 
an online calculator, such as the one

provided at www.homedepot.com.
To save even more, simply update 

the paint on doors, cabinets and 
crown molding, rather than the 
walls. Likewise, you can paint an ac­
cent wall along a hallway, or within 
your kitchen or living room, rather 
than the entire space.

Replace hardware
If you’d love to renovate, but it’s 

simply not in the budget for this 
year; make small updates now that 
you can incorporate into later con­
struction projects. One small trick 
is to replace the hardware in highly 
trafficked areas, such as the kitchen 
or the bathroom. Replace cabinet 
handles or knobs and drawer pulls. 
W hile replacing hardware, make 
sine to give your door hinges and 
drawer tracks a good oiling to 
prevent squeaking.

Install shelving in the garage
W ho couldn’t use extra storage 

space? For many, additional stor­
age may mean looking beyond the 
house to the garage. Find a variety of 
storage solutions that fit within your 
budget - from finishing rod racks 
to cabinets and overhead ceiling- 
mounted shelving.

Update flooring
To cover existing flooring, use 

floating laminate pieces. Installing 
wood laminate in your bathroom, 
bedroom, kitchen, or living room 
is easy with snap-together pieces. 
Check out www.diynetwork.com for 
step-by-step instructions.

— COURTESY OF FAMILY FEATURES

R p
DESI GN,  LLC

Greg Baughman........... Landscape Architect g
Phone: 248-496-9632 5

Email: Greg@landresource-llc.com §
Website: www.landresource-llc.com s

This Victorian gas fixture is an example of the immense 
variety of restored period lighting and other products 
available in our 15,000-square-foot showroom. 

MATERIALS UNLIMITED 
2 W. Michigan Avenue, Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 

( 7 3 4 )  4 8 3 - 6 9 8 0  
www.materialsunlimited.com

Landscape Solutions takes care of all your landscap­
ing needs while providing you with a professional 
looking yard with the “ lowest price guaranteed and 
free quotes.”

LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS 
( 2 4 8 )  9 9 0 - 3 1 7 9

SolutionsLandscaping@gmail.com 
Like us at: Facebook.com/SolutionsLandscape

S P R I N G  O P E N  H O U S E  ]

Do-it-yourself home 
projects help you save

6 0  •  S p rin g  H o m e  &  G arde n  •  April 2 0 1 2
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http://www.plymouthnursery.net
http://www.plymouthnursery.net
http://www.grimeboss.com
http://www.homedepot.com
http://www.diynetwork.com
http://www.materialsunlimited.com
mailto:SolutionsLandscaping@gmail.com


B a c k y a rd

• Bird Seed
• Feeders

• Bird Houses
• Bird Baths
• Fountains
• Statuary

• Flags
• Wind Chimes 
G arden  Accents

• Arbors
• Trellises

627 S. MAIN STREET 
PLYMOUTH

wwfw.backyardbirds.net
M onday-W ednesday: 10am -6pm  

Thursday-Friday: 10am -8pm  
Saturday: 9 :3 0 a m -8 p m  •  Sunday 12pm -5pm

A n y  O n e  
G a rd e n  Item

Excludes seeds, feeders and dags. 
Not valid with any other offer 
With coupon. Expires 5/31/12

Your n e ig h b o rh o o d  S herw in -W illiam s®  stores a re  lo c a te d  at:

24040 ORCHARD LAKE RD 
FARMINGTON
248.476.5448

45295 GRAND RIVER AVE 
NOVI

248.347.6380

29855 FORD RD 
GARDEN CITY
734.525.9555

561 W ANN ARBOR RD 
PLYMOUTH
734.453.7870

25375 GRAND RIVER AVE 
REDFORD

313.533.5230

28192 SCHOOLCRAFT 
LIVONIA

734.421.6830

sh e rw in -w illiam s .co m

"Retail sales only. Discount taken off of full retail price. Sale pricing or other offers that result in greater savings will supersede this offer. Not valid on previous purchases. Excludes Multi-Purpose primer, Minwax* Wood Finishes Quarts, ladders, spray equipment and accessories & gift cards. Other exclusions may apply. See store or sherwin-williams.com for details. Valid at Sherwin-Williams and Sherwin-Williams operated retail paint stores only. Not valid in Canada. © 2012 The Sherwin-Williams Company

T h e  4  - D a y  S u p e r  S a l e

A p r i l  2 0 - 2 3

P a i n t s  &  S t a i n s

S h e r w in - W il l ia m s

wallcovering

N a t io n a l  Pa in t in g  
WEEK

A p r i l  1 6 - 2 3
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Antiques &  Architectural Salvaqe since 1974

M a t e r i a l s ( J n l i m i t e d  .com
2W . Michigan AveYpsilanti, M l 481 9 7  
Tue-Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (734)483-6980

3 Q%o r
off

Gapden Ifeems

Now
through

M a y  8 *

Check us out on

F A S T  E C O N O M I C A L

Y A R D  M A K E - O V E R S !

R a u p p

$ 2 0 0  ] [  
O F F  i i

i

Any Landscaping j J S p e c i a l  
or Brick Paver Job ; ;

15x20 (300 sq. ft)

|  Call Now for Best Prices of the Season!

3 1 3 . 3 8 3 . 8 7 0 0
Decorative Stone • Sprinklers • Sod 

Brick Walks, Patios & Driveways 
Retaining Walls

Hydroseeding • Shredding Bark
Commercial & Residential 

25 Years Experience
Financing Available/6 Months Interest Free

------- ----------- 11— ——— — |  r_— — — i

Brick *'
P a t i o  n  Si

« i
Paver Job 

Over $2400
II

II  15x20(300sq.ft) II

i t  $ 2 8 5 0  H

ickage
$ 2 2 9 9

Front Yards O nly. 
Includes 3 Zone System  &

I& II]Lauasca
ikiw* Makecni

I 
i  
i

15 Bushes • 150 yards of Sod :j 
» • One O rnam ental Tree

$ 2 6 9 9

• Edg ing &  M ulch
j* | |  - 150 Yards Sod In sta lled
I With coupon. Not valid with other offers. 1 1 With coupon. Not valid with other offers.! 1 With coupon. Not valid with other offers. 1; | With coupon. Not valid with other offers*̂ ... ........ .............  " ' “ “ ..............  Some Restrictions Apply Expires 10/31̂ ||| Some Restrictions Apply Expires 10/31/12| | Some Restrictions Apply Expires 10/31/12| | Some Restrictions Apply Expires 10/31/1|| :
*** <mm *"B®’ lmm *"“** “***’ <*■»■■■■■»>'«■■« ■ B n e  a B w a r f  n «  «.<  m  '
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W h e n  t h e  h e a t  i s  u p  y o u ' l l  
w a n t  t o  s a v e  o n  c o o l i n g  c o s t

Once the first wave 
of sum m er heat arrives, 
homeowners everywhere 
look to the air conditioner 
to help survive the summer 
swoon. Though few things 
are as refreshing as a cold 
room on a hot afternoon, re­
lying too heavily on the air 
conditioner is a recipe for a 
high utility bill, something 
not all people can readily 
afford.

Reducing sum m er cool­
ing costs does not mean 
families must grin and bear 
it the next time a heat wave 
arrives. Instead, homeown­
ers can take several steps to 
reduce cooling costs while 
staying comfortable through

the dog days of summer.
• Embrace the warm 

summ er breeze. Once that 
first hot day arrives and the 
air conditioner is turned 
on for the first time, many 
households simply leave 
the A/C on for the rest of 
summer. This is not only 
wasteful, but in many cases, 
it’s unnecessary as well.
If the air outside is pleas­
ant and a warm breeze is 
blowing, turn the A/C off. 
open the windows and 
invite that warm summer 
air in. During summ er the 
temperatures may fluctuate, 
and it can be a welcome 
respite to relax in a room 
with a warm breeze instead

of the constant hum of the 
air conditioner.

• Protect the home from 
the sun. Many times a 
home’s interior heats up 
because there’s nothing 
outside to shield it from hot 
rays. Landscape features 
like shade trees add aes­
thetic appeal to a property 
and can be planted to keep 
sun from beating down
on the home during hot 
afternoons. Awnings and 
window coverings also 
make great allies in protect­
ing a home from blazing 
summ er sun, and none of 
these alternatives will cause 
the energy bill to increase.

• Clean or replace filters. 
If an A/C unit’s filters are 
dirty or old, this makes
it harder for the unit to 
cool the room. As a result, 
people inside the home 
then increase the power on 
the unit to cool the room 
more quickly or effectively. 
However, if  an A/C unit 
isn’t cooling the room on a 
lower setting, it’s probably 
because the filter needs to 
be cleaned. Cleaning the 
filter is easy and takes just a 
few minutes. If the filter is 
beyond repair, replace it.

• Make sure the doors 
and windows are shut. 
W hen the A/C is running, 
all doors and windows 
should remain closed.
Open doors and windows 
only make it harder to keep 
a room cool, and turning up 
the A/C is not the answer.

• Have the units in­
spected. A qualified HVAC 
technician should inspect 
heating ventilation and air 
conditioning units. Techni­
cians can determine if a 
unit will operate at peak 
capacity or struggle through 
the summer, costing 
homeowners money as the 
summ er carries on.

—  COURTESY OF METRO 
CREATIVE

Reducing sum m er cooling costs does not mean fam ilies m ust grin 
and bear it  the next tim e a heat wave arrives. Instead, homeown­
ers can take several steps to  reduce cooling costs w h ile  staying 
com fortable through the dog days o f summer.



S ER IES

S E R IE S

S E R IE S

mm
The Ultimate Transport Vehicle 
1 8  M o n th  W a r r a n ty

Loader with 1076 Ib.Lift............. $13,100

CK30 (30hp) HYDRO
Loader with 1155 lb. Lift.............$16,990

DK35 (38hp) HYDRO, 1412 lb.
Lift Loader... ...$19,700 Gear... ....$16,100

DK50 (50hp) CAB, 2761 lb.
Lift Loader.. ...$27,900 rops.... $22,900

irniimtim

G 3 0 3 8 (38hp) HYDRO

Loader w ith  1900 lb. L ift

m m

^ S n p f i l i l i i t i a n  2 8 4  E a s t  8 ' x  M i l e  R d .  •  W h i t m o r e  L a k e ,  M l  4 8 1 8 9

f je sc n iim a n  7 3 4 -9 9 4 - 6 0 0 0

quipment - E s ta b lis h e d  1971 - w w w .a e s c h l im a n . c o m

m h

rxh cxAecxrf jj, fAepac/t

F R E E  L O A D E R S  I APPROVED
4  Y e a r  W a r r a n t y

F R E E  L O A D E R S  | a p p r o v e d
5  Y e a r  W a r r a n t y

Part of the Family
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g h o p  W ith  t h a

■ ---- /-iittfRS • ROOFING - DECKINGSIDING-WINDOWS-GUTTER

SPRINGSALE
DI S TR I B UTOR S  OF EVERYTHING  EXTERIOR

CertainTeedEI & N a p c o VINYL S to c k !

f VINYL SID IN G  l
4 4 9 5|||H H — i v ,,

L WHITE + AVAIL. COLORS
whimiPlll ,rst duality tfisra ®§sas w/Warranty ^

D E T R O I T ’ S
#1 ROOFING SUPPLIER

V i s i t  o u r  S h o w r o o m  f o r  a l l  y o u r  r e m o d e l i n g  s u p p l i e s

A L U M IN U M
C O I L  S T O C K

2 4 ”  x  5 0  f t .

VINYL DECKING  & 
RA ILING  SYSTEM

$ 6 4 9 5  '"™TC50 COLORS
f^CriHA^n.

18 COLORS 
AVAILABLE

| | L r i f e e d >

R O O F  T O R  
D E L I V E R Y

ATLAS
C e rta ir ile e d E I]

Jr*.

W H IT E

M .I .T .

FOR OVERHANGS 
12" WIDE X 12' LONG

V i n y l  s i d i n g ^

Molded f m m
Foam C 
Insulation <  |  

k Super Foam ins

, \  m h  o |

uiated ^

D e c k i n g  •  S i d i n g  •  W i n d o w s  •  G u t t e r s  •  D o o r s

CUSaX°“ lTRIM W VINYL s id in g

M l j ?  V 6" GUTTER
m L b  $ 4 6 3

SB Per Foot 
■  .032 Gaug 

RUN TO AIM\

1 8
COLORS

Per Foot 
.032 Gauge
TO ANY LENGTH WHILE YOU WAIT!

5 ” GUTTER
$ 4 1 0 Per Foot 

.027 Gauge

Bring in your measurements and 
we will custom form your trim.

(S' Any 
Shape 
Any 
Color

N
A
P
C
O

$
WHITE

5 4
9 5
Per Sq.

COMFO
F t

L ife tim e  W arranty

C LU TTER  L E A F  G U A R D S
MANY TYPES 

IN STOCK!!
C O L O R S  A V A IL A B L E

18 Locations to Serve You Better

V I S A

L I V O N I A
3 0 6 2 5  W . E i g h t  M i l e  R d .  
( 1 / 2  M i l e  W e s t  o f  M i d d l e b e l t )

2 4 8 - 4 7 8 - 8 9 8 4

I N K S T E R
3 0 0 0  M i d d l e b e l t  

(1  B l o c k  S o u t h  o f  M i c h i g a n )

7 3 4 - 7 2 8 - 0 4 0 0 }

CONTRACTOR REFERRAL AVAILABLE

M»|W*

MT. CLEMENS ■  D E T R O IT  ■  J A C K S O N  ■  WYANDOTTE ■  TO LE D O  ■  MADISON HTS. ■  WATERFORD
49599 Gratiot 
(North o f 22 M ile)

5 8 6
5 9 8 - 7 6 0 0

6450 Eight Mile Rd. 
(3 M iles East o f I-75)

3 1 3
8 9 1  - 2 9 0 2

3505 Ann Arbor Rd. 
(1 B lo ck  E. of 127)

5 1 7
7 6 4 - 0 8 8 8

2151 Eureka Rd.
(1 B lo ck  E a s t of Fort St.)

7 3 4
2 8 4 - 7 1 7 1

562 S. Reynolds Rd.
#2

4 1 9
5 3 5 - 1 1 0 0

30391 Stephenson Hwy.
(Across from Costco @121/2 Mile)

2 4 8
5 8 5 - 9 0 5 0

5211 W il l ia m s  Lk . Rd . 
(1/4 Mile South of Dixie Hwy.)

2 4 8
6 7 4 - 1 3 0 0

jQ u agtitiesJL in n u tec |^ J1O U R S ^ 2O N ^ F R ^ j30 jj5 j00 j(JWVT8|j0 0 ^ 1 2 j0 0
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