
H O C K E Y : LOCAL PLAYER ENJOYING TIME WITH WHALERS sp o r t s , b i

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2015 • hometownlife.com

Inspire Theatre 
marks 10 years 
with variety 
show
ENTERTAINMENT, B9

C h a m b e r  l o o k s  a h e a d  t o
By M att Jach m an

S ta ff  W riter

With accumulated informa
tion doubling at an ever-accel
erating pace and new technol
ogies coming online constantly, 
the Plymouth Community 
Chamber of Commerce is 
quickly adapting as it works to 
promote businesses in the area.

That was the theme of a pep 
talk by Wes Graff, the chamber

president, to about 160 cham
ber members and local busi
ness people during a Wednes
day breakfast at The Inn at St. 
John’s. The annual event in
cludes a review of the cham
ber’s progress during the pre
vious year, an introduction of 
new board members and a look 
ahead.

With a slide show to accent 
his points, Graff said the future 
economy will be forged in the

technological arena, with such 
developments as artificial 
intelligence, robotics, sensors, 
digital manufacturing and 
nanotechnology.

The implications for artifi
cial intelligence are “just 
amazing,” cars are now “roll
ing computers,” devices for 
home medical diagnoses will 
soon be commonplace and 
China and India, with their 
huge populations combining

d i g i t a l  e c o n o m y
high technology and an emerg
ing market, will play a “stag
gering” role in the economy of 
the future, Graff said.

STEM talent
Graff made a pitch for 

STEM education -  science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics -  and said de
mand is great for employees 
with high technical skills, like 
welding, computer-controlled

machining and engineering in 
general.

“We have plenty of talent 
here in southeast Michigan and 
we still don’t have enough,” he 
said.

He also praised the Michi
gan International Technology 
Center, a planned high-tech 
business corridor along Five 
Mile, in Northville and Ply-

See CHAMBER, Page A2

AAUW entertains children 
with ‘Wonderful Wizard of Oz’

By Sue M ason
S ta ff W riter

Dorothy and her little 
dog Toto will be off to 
see the wizard when 
the Plymouth-Canton 

AAUW presents their version 
of L. Frank Baum’s The Won
derful Wizard of Oz.

The play will be presented 
Thursday through Saturday, 
Feb. 5-7, at Garden City High 
School’s O’Leary Auditorium. 
Two of the shows — Thurs
day evening and Saturday 
morning — are set aside for 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, 
their families and friends; 
however, limited seating also 
is available to the public.

The chapter has been 
doing the Scout program 
since 2008. It started as one 
performance, but its popular
ity has lead to two shows. 
Scouts receive a 45-minute 
presentation about live thea
ter; the show and a fun patch.

This is the 55th year the 
chapter has presented live 
children’s theater. Its first 
production was Hansel and 
Gretel and the group now has 
a repertoire of six to seven 
plays that it rotates and up
dates every few years.

The organization takes 
classics like Snow White, 
Peter Pan and Cinderella and 
turns them into hour-long 
American Association of 
University Women versions. 
Proceeds help fund schol
arships.

“We’ve added a couple of 
jokes and things that kids are 
into,” said Mary Beth Chmie- 
lewski of Westland, who is 
sharing directorial duties 
with Kaytee Bellows of Livo
nia. “Glenda the Good Witch 
has a cellphone and gets a 
text, telling her how to help 
Dorothy. We’ve put in a cou-

See OZ, Page A2

A A U W

Off to see the wizard are the Cowardly Lion (Kathy Sharp of Plymouth), the Tin Man (Laurie Kempisty of 
Novi), the Scarecrow (Sharon Belobradich of Plymouth) and Dorothy (Michelle Churchill of Novi).

Plans fo r 
new hotel 

mark 
economic 
upswing

By M att Jachm an
S ta ff W riter

A new hotel going up in 
Plymouth Township is a mark
er of the area’s economic re
surgence and its timing capi
talizes on plans to develop a 
high-tech business park near
by.

The four-story, 107-room 
hotel, underway on Beck Road 
near Five Mile, is to be a Holi
day Inn Express and Suites. ^  
The location is just north of f  
Compuware Arena, in a 
planned development that #
already has a McDonald’s '
restaurant and a three-story 
office building that serves as 
the headquarters for Stardock 
Inc., a computer gaming and 
software company.

Holiday Inn Express hotels 
are designed for business and 
leisure travelers. The Ply
mouth Township hotel will 
have standard amenities, such

See HOTEL, Page A2
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A Holiday Inn Express is under 
construction off of Beck Road, north 
of M-14 and Compuware Arena.

Passion fo r creativity fuels new downtown comics store
By M att Jachm an

S ta ff W riter

A Plymouth couple has com
bined a love of art, good story
telling and old-fashioned 
superheroes at their new 
downtown store.

Blaze-Thru Comics, with 
new and collectible comic 
books and other serials, 
graphic novels and art, toys

and T-shirts, opened late last 
year on Forest. Josh and Molly 
Bonno, who both have a long
time interest in comic books, 
say their venture comes at a 
time of resurgent interest in 
comics, fueled in part by a 
boom in superhero movies and 
television shows, like The 
Walking Dead, that began as 
comics.

There are a lot more op

tions, though, than middle- 
aged Baby Boomers who 
bought their last comic book 
for 20 cents off a rotating rack 
at the corner store might re
member.

“People want something a 
little bit different,” Josh Bon
no, a former Canton Township 
public safety dispatcher, said 
at his store Tuesday. “It’s an 
exciting time to be into com

ics.”

Old school, new
There are still classic super

heroes -  Batman, the Incred
ible Hulk, the Green Lantern -  
as well as legions of spinoffs, 
variations and new villains. 
There are also smaller pub
lishers, like Image and Dark 
Horse, that offer alternatives 
to Marvel and DC, the giants of

the superhero world. And non
superhero-based comics, with 
fantasy, noirish and “slice-of- 
life” story lines, spice up the 
mix.

“There are so many titles, I 
don’t think we could fit them 
all in the store,” Molly Bonno 
said.

New comics come out week- 

See COMICS, Page A2
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Local lawmakers serve on new Asian Pacific American Caucus
Several western 

Wayne County lawmak
ers were among a group 
of legislators who gath
ered Thesday for the 
first meeting of the re
cently formed Asian 
Pacific American Legis
lative Caucus.

The bicameral, bipar
tisan group is composed 
of members of the Mich
igan Legislature who 
identify as Asian Pacific 
American and members 
who represent districts 
with large concentra
tions of Asian Pacific 
American residents.

Serving on the com-

Colbeck Pagan

mittee are Sen. Hoon- 
Yung Hopgood, D-Taylor, 
whose district includes 
Westland; Sen. Patrick 
Colbeck, R-Canton, 
whose district includes 
Wayne, Livonia, Canton, 
Plymouth and Plymouth 
Township; and Rep. Kris
ty Pagan, D-Canton,

whose district includes 
Canton.

“I am thrilled to be a 
part of the new Asian 
Pacific American Legis
lative Caucus,” Hopgood 
said. “Asian Pacific 
Americans comprise the 
fastest growing pop
ulation in Michigan and 
legislators need to work 
together on the issues 
affecting the entire com
munity. I am confident 
that my fellow caucus 
members and I will be 
able to do just that.”

The caucus will work 
to advance policies and 
initiatives to provide for

the full participation of 
Asian Pacific Americans 
in Michigan and to ad
dress the needs and con
cerns of the Asian Amer
ican community.

“With the incredible 
population growth of the 
Asian Pacific American 
community in Michigan, 
as well as the many so
cial and economic contri
butions the community 
has made in our state, 
now is a great time for 
lawmakers to come to
gether and advance ini
tiatives to address the 
needs of the Asian Pacif
ic American communi

ty,” said Rep. Stephanie 
Chang, D-Detroit. “I look 
forward to working with 
my colleagues in the 
House and Senate on 
both sides of the aisle as 
the caucus moves for
ward.”

As part of its mission, 
the caucus will work to 
educate other members 
of the Legislature about 
the contributions and 
concerns of the Asian 
Pacific American com
munity in Michigan.

“I’m very excited 
about the formation of 
this bicameral, biparti
san caucus,” said House

Democratic Floor Leader 
Sam Singh, D-East Lan
sing. “As the Asian 
American community 
continues to grow in 
Michigan, it’s important 
for diverse voices to be 
represented in the Legis
lature. I look forward to 
seeing positive actions 
coming from this caucus 
over the upcoming ses
sion.”

The caucus will work 
in partnership with the 
coalition of Asian Pacific 
American organizations 
in Michigan to develop 
and accomplish its goals.

HOTEL
Continued from Page A1

as a fitness center, 
swimming pool and 
meeting rooms, said 
Caroline Huston, corpo
rate communications 
manager for Interconti
nental Hotels Group, 
which manages the 
Holiday Inn brands.

A fall 2015 opening is 
planned, Huston said. 
The investment in the 
site is not public in
formation, she said.

“The continued 
growth in our high-tech 
business park con
vinced them now is the 
time to put up that ho
tel,” township Supervi
sor Richard Reaume 
said.

Business trips
The site is near the 

Metro West industrial 
parks and also near 
what local, county and 

f  state officials are plan- 
ning as the Michigan 
International Technol- 

t ogy Center, an 800-acre 
parcel, most of it now 
publicly owned, in
tended for advanced-

b technology businesses. 
The MITC, announced 

j earlier this month, 
f j  stretches from just 

, | west of Beck to Napier 
along the Five Mile 

v  Road corridor and in
cludes land in both Ply
mouth and Northville 
townships.

“Business travelers 
would have to stay 
somewhere and that 
will be the closest ho
tel,” Reaume said. The 
MITC is intended to

attract foreign firms 
looking for Detroit-area 
locations, Reaume said, 
so the area could see a 
lot more business trips.

“They’ll spend their 
money here” on fuel, 
food and other necessi
ties, Reaume said.

The new Holiday Inn 
is also expected to get a 
boost from USA Hock
ey, the governing body 
for amateur hockey in 
the U.S., which is plan
ning to buy Compuware 
Arena and move its 
National Team Devel
opment Program there 
from its current home 
in Ann Arbor. The 
NTDP plays in the Unit
ed States Hockey 
League, which has 17 
teams in the Midwest.

“They’ll have anoth
er hotel even closer” for 
out-of-town teams, 
Reaume said. USA 
Hockey is expected to 
bring college hockey 
and international tour
naments, among other 
events, to the arena in 
addition to the NTDP 
games.

The new hotel, 
Reaume said, will also 
be put to good use dur
ing the annual Concours 
d’Elegance of America, 
hosted each July by The 
Inn at St. John’s. The 
Concours is an exhibit 
of historic and collect
ible cars and other vehi
cles from around the 
world and many out-of- 
town exhibitors now 
stay at the hotel at St. 
John’s or at the Hilton 
Garden Inn.
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mouth townships, that 
local, Wayne County and 
state officials are work
ing to promote.

“When we look to our 
future, we’re going to see 
a lot of it up there,” he

said.
Graff set several goals 

for the chamber’s promo
tional work, including 
partnering with other 
communities, improving 
alliances with education
al institutions, fostering 
an entrepreneurial spirit 
in the area and telling 
Plymouth’s story. He also 
debuted a three-minute

promotional video on the 
Plymouth area that, he 
said, has been a year in 
the making.

The video was enthusi
astically received.

“I think it’s great,” 
said Nathan Zautcke, who 
owns Security 101, an 
electronic security com
pany. “I think it really 
sums up the community.”

Also speaking Wednes
day was Mike Ritter, of 
Supplemental Benefits 
Exchange, the chamber’s 
board chairman for 2015. 
He introduced fellow 
board members and 
chamber staff.

mjachman@hometowniife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Josh and Molly Bonno opened Blaze-Thru late last year.

COMICS
Continued from Page A1

ly, each Wednesday, and 
Blaze-Thru has them 
packaged in plastic with 
a cardboard backing, 
ready for collectors. 
“There’re people who 
pick up every single 
Batman title,” Josh Bon
no said.

For non-regulars, 
though, publishers an
thologize many of the 
major comic books, usu
ally five issues at a time, 
in graphic novel-type 
paperbacks.

Comics com m unity
The Bonnos are work

ing to coalesce a Ply- 
mouth-area comic book 
community through their 
store, promoting local 
artists and publishers 
and organizing a Blaze- 
Thru and Brew night at 
the Liberty Street Brew
ing Co. last month, which 
drew about 10 people to 
discuss The Long Hallow
een, a Batman serial.

They hope to have 
similar events in the

future, including some 
appropriate for readers 
under 21.

“It’s an interesting 
way to get people to talk” 
around a common sub
ject, Josh Bonno said.

The name Blaze-Thru 
came after an unsuccess
ful stretch of brainstorm
ing about what to call 
their store, he said. They 
hadn’t thought of any
thing that caught their 
ears, he said, but when 
Molly went on a reading 
binge to catch up on a 
serial, he remarked, 
“You’re really blazing 
through those comics”

and they knew it was 
right.

Depth, creativity
Josh Bonno got into 

comic books as a pre
adolescent, at the 
prompting of a friend, 
and liked the X-Men, 
mutants with special 
powers who didn’t fit into 
society but worked for 
good, and the Punisher. 
“The X-Men really had a 
lot of depth to them,” he 
said.

He also likes creative 
writing, he said, and 
wants to promote it and 
get people talking about

it.
Molly caught the bug 

from her father, Brian 
Howard, also of Ply
mouth, a serious col
lector and “probably our 
best customer,” she said. 
His comics, kept pristine, 
were off-limits for the 
kids when she was grow
ing up.

She still follows the 
superheroes, she said, 
but also likes deeper 
stories and the art that 
goes with them.

Running the store is a 
good fit for them, she 
said.

“I think we’re allergic 
to anything too ordinary,” 
she said.

Blaze-Thru Comics is at 470 
Forest, No. 12, Plymouth. Store 
hours are 1-8 p.m. Tuesday, 10 
a.m. to 10p.m. Wednesday, 
1-7:30 p.m. Thursday, noon 
tolO p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturday and 1-7 p.m. 
Sunday. Closed Monday. The 
phone number is 734-404-5720 
and the website is 
www. blazethru. com.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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pie of dance numbers. 
The kids seem to like it.”

Co-directors
Chmielewski is mak

ing her directorial debut, 
while Bellows is doing a 
second stint as director. 
Her first show was Cin
derella.

“It’s a lot of fun telling 
people what to do,” she 
said. “When you’re on 
stage acting you see 
things that could be done. 
This allows the creativity 
to spark. It’s fun to see it 
all come together.”

Michelle Churchill of 
Novi is the star of the 
show as Dorothy. She 
likes fun roles, but ad
mits it took some con
vincing to take on the 
part. She had wanted to 
be the Wicked Witch and 
thought she had a pretty 
good cackle, but that role 
went to Karen Stemberg- 
er of Plymouth.

Churchill has been 
with the AAUW chapter 
for 12 years and this is 
her first time playing a 
lead role

“It’s a tough role. I’m

WIZARD OF OZ'
What: The 55th annual 
Plymouth-Canton AAUW's 
children's theater production 
When: 7 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, Feb. 6-7, and 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8. 
The Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning perfor
mances will be for Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts. Scouts, fam 
ilies and friends are invited to 
experience a "behind-the- 
scenes" look at live theater 
by the drama students at 
Garden City High School at 
6:15 p.m. Thursday and 10:15 
a.m. Saturday, followed by 
the show.
Where: Garden City High 
School's O'Leary Auditorium, 
6500 Middlebelt, north of 
Ford.
Tickets: Presale tickets cost 
$6 and are available at 
www.aauw-pcmi.org. Tickets 
will be available at the door 
for $7 each.

on stage the entire time 
and some of the lines are 
very similar,” Chmielew
ski said. “It’s fun; it’s 
different being the lead. 
The role is less animated. 
The last time we did Oz, I 
was a winged monkey.” 

She has been watching 
the movie and said she

HELPwe can
Winter can make anyone feel 
down, but don’t let depression go 
unrecognized. If you’re noticing 
a lack of energy or problems with 
sleep or appetite, our specialists can 
provide innovative treatment plans.

P s y c h i a t r y  a n d  B e h a v i o r a l  M e d i c i n e  S e r v i c e s  
16836 Newburgh Road • Livonia, MI 48154
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needs to watch it more. 
She also gets help with 
her lines from her chil
dren and her daughter 
has been researching her 
makeup.

'Enjoying it'
Resident baddy Shar

on Belobradich of Ply
mouth, who has played 
the villain in most of the 
plays, is doing a reprise 
of her role as the Scare
crow, while Laurie Kem- 
pisty of Novi is playing 
the Tin Man. Kathy 
Sharp of Plymouth, a 
speech therapist in the 
Garden City School Dis
trict, has been cast as the 
Cowardly Lion.

Sharp was never in a 
theatrical production 
until she joined the chap
ter. Initially, she played 
parts like trees, but when 
she landed the role of 
Happy in Cinderella and 
had lines, she was 
hooked. This year, she is 
taking over a role that a 
former member did. She 
“was fabulous,” accord
ing to Sharp.

“I’m enjoying it,” she 
said of her role. “Last 
year, I was a pirate. I 
hope being a lion this 
year, my granddaughter 
won’t be afraid of me.”

A week before the 
play opens, the cast is 
rehearsing on the O’Le
ary stage, working over 
the din of skill saws as 
Rick Bellows and Alan 
Study build a new house

for the production. For 
more than four years, the 
two men have helped 
with making props for 
the plays.

“We had one, but we 
had a flood in our storage 
building and quite a few 
things were damaged,” 
Chmielewski said. “The 
house didn’t look so 
good.”

“We’ve had a few 
things we’ve had to build, 
it’s exciting to see how 
it’s going,” said Bellows 
who was beside them, 
turning a length of ma
terial into the Yellow 
Brick Road.

Bellows is her eighth 
year with the chapter. 
The last time the group 
did Oz, she played Do
rothy. She’s also been one 
of the Lost Boys and a 
lady in waiting in other 
productions.

“I’ve was in every
thing,” she said. “It’s too 
much fun not to partici
pate. We have such amaz
ing people. This couldn’t 
happen if not for the 
ladies in this group.”

The play includes 
music, but it’s not a full 
musical, according to 
Chmielweski. The cast 
will be performing snip
pets of Wizard of Oz 
songs like Ding Dong the 
Witch Is Dead, and We’re 
off to See the Wizard.

“It helps to keep it 
fun,” she said.

smason@hometownlife.com

PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF DATE CHANGE FOR 

AUGUST’S REGULAR BOARD MEETING
The Plymouth D istrict Library Board has changed its 
August 18, 2015 m eeting to August 25, 2015 a t 7:30 p.m. in 
the Friends Room on the main level of the Library a t 223 S. 
Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan, 48170.
The Plymouth D istrict Library will provide necessary 
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for 
the hearing im paired and audio tapes of printed m aterials 
being considered a t the meeting, to individuals w ith 
disabilities a t the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days’ 
notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals w ith 
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling 
the following:

Sandy Young, Administrative Assistant 
Plymouth District Library 

223 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

734 453 0750
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PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Com m ittee chair
Wayne County Commissioner Shannon Price (left), R-Plymouth Township, is given the oath of office by his father 
Gregory at the commission's organizational meeting Jan. 8. Price also was joined by his mother Rose Stachowski; 
wife Jacqueline; and children Madeline and Braden. Price, in his second term, represents the 10th District, which 
covers Canton Township, Plymouth and Plymouth Township. Price has been appointed to serve as the new chair for 
the commission's Committee on Public Services for the 2015-16 term. Price, in his second term on the commission, 
previously served as the committee's vice chair.

COLBECK HOURS
Dates/Times/Locations: Monday, Feb. 
2, 6-7 p.m., Plymouth District Library, 
223. S. Main, Plymouth; Friday, Feb. 6, 
4-5 p.m., Wayne Public Library, 3737 5. 
Wayne Road
Details: State Sen. Patrick Colbeck and 
District Manager Penny Crider will hold 
office hours in Plymouth and Wayne. 
Colbeck will be available to answer 
questions and respond to concerns any 
residents of his district may have. This is 
an opportunity for local residents to 
meet with Colbeck to address issues 
related to state government. No ap
pointment is necessary.
Contact: For more information or to 
contact Colbeck, go to www.senator- 
patrickcolbeck.com or call 517-373-5713. 
PAGAN HOURS
Dates/Times: Fourth Monday of the 
month, 7 p.m.; fourth Saturday of the 
month, 10 a.m.
Locations: Monday, Panera Bread, 
41950 Ford Road, Canton; Saturday, 
Leo's Coney Island, 9624 Belleville Road, 
Belleville
Details: State Rep. Kristy Pagan, D- 
Canton, announces the schedule for her 
monthly coffee hours. Pagan invites 
residents to join her to discuss their 
thoughts and ideas about how she can 
best represent and address the needs of 
her constituents. Pagan encourages 
interested residents to sign up for her 
e-newsletter, which will provide up
dates of her work at the Capitol and in 
the community.
Contact: To sign up, interested individ
uals should go to pagan.housedem- 
s.com. Residents can also contact Pagan 
in her Lansing office at 517-373-2575.
DROP-IN KNITTING
Date/Time: Every third Tuesday of the 
month, 1-2 p.m.
Location: Plymouth Township Friend
ship Station, 42375 Schoolcraft, Ply
mouth
Details: The Plymouth Community 
Council on Aging offers drop-in knitting 
and crocheting classes. If you need help 
finishing a project or starting a new 
project, then this is the place to come. 
Beginners are welcome. Each class has a 
donation of $2. Instructor is Dori Mef- 
ford.
Contact: For more information, call 
734-453-1234, ext. 236.
U-M ALUMNI NETWORKING
Date/Time: Wednesday, Feb. 11, 6:30- 
9:30 p.m.
Location: Liberty Street Brewing Co., 
149 W. Liberty, Plymouth 
Details: The University Of Michigan 
Alumni Club of Greater Northville hosts 
a professional networking event for 
seasoned and new professionals. The 
featured speaker will be fellow Michi
gan alumni Sally Schmall, owner of the 
Coaching Academy. She will share 
simple strategies to help your message 
resonate with others, followed by small 
networking/discussion groups based on 
career interests. A light dinner and a

drink will be provided. Cost is $10 for 
members, $20 for non-members.
LIBRARY GARAGE SALE
Date/Time: Thursday, Jan. 29,10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and Friday, Jan. 30,9:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
Location: Plymouth District Library, 223 
S. Main
Details: In preparation for the up
coming building repair project, the 
Plymouth District Library is cleaning out 
the basement and will be having a 
garage sale. Items for sale include all 
types of odds and ends, small pieces of 
furniture and building materials. All 
items are priced to sell, sold "as is" and 
on a cash-and-carry basis.
Contact: For more information, call the 
library at 734-453-0750, ext. 4, or go to 
plymouthlibrary.org.
CRAFTERS WANTED 
Date/Time: Saturday, Oct. 17 
Location: West Middle School, 44401 
Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth 
Details: Delta Kappa Gamma, an 
international society of women in 
education, will host its 31st annual craft 
show to help provide scholarships for 
Plymouth-Canton students. There are 
still openings for crafters who are 
interested in joining the event. Join 
DKG along with the AAUW used book 
sale and reserve a booth.
Contacts: For more information, 
contact Debbie Cortellini at debcortelli-

ni@comcast.net or call 734-451-1525.
COACHES NEEDED
Date/Time: Saturdays in spring and fall 
Location: Bilkie Family Field, down
town Plymouth
Details: The Miracle League of Ply
mouth, the league providing opportu
nities for special-needs players to enjoy 
the game of baseball, needs volunteer 
coaches for its spring and fall seasons. 
Contact: Anyone interested in donat
ing their time or who has questions can 
contact Shari Bilkie via email at sha- 
ri@miracleleagueplymouth.org
OLGC GALA
Date/Time: Saturday, Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Italian-American Club of 
Livonia, 39200 Five Mile 
Details: Our Lady of Good Counsel 
hosts "Women of Our Lady," the 
church's inaugural dinner-dance gala. 
Couples, families and singles are wel
come to the family-style dinner, which 
features oven-roasted chicken and 
potatoes, vegetables and dip, green 
beans almondine and beverages. Dress 
code is after-5 attire; doors open at 6:30 
p.m., dinner is at 7 p.m.
Contact: To register or for more in
formation, email Marcella Corona at 
march1317@aol.com or call 248-305- 
7155.
CLOTHING BANK
Date/Time: Every fourth Saturday, 10

a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Canton Christian Fellowship 
clothing bank, 8775 Ronda Drive, 
Canton
Details: Canton Christian Fellowship 
sponsors a clothing bank every fourth 
Saturday. No documentation is needed. 
Drop-off is available from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each Wednesday. Canton Christian 
Fellowship is located on at Joy Road, 
west of Haggerty.
Contact: For more information, email 
info@cantoncf.org
BLOOD DRIVE
Date/Time/Location: Friday, Jan. 30, 
Canton Municipal Complex, 1150 S. 
Canton Center, 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Details: January is Red Cross donor 
month and the American Red Cross is 
sponsoring a variety of blood drives. 
Appointments can be made, and walk- 
ins are welcome.
Contact: Donors can call 313-549-7052 
or email Diane.Risko@redcross.org to 
set up an appointment.
STONEFLIES SEARCH
Date/Time: Feb. 14, 9 a.m.
Location: U-M Dearborn 
Details: Friends of the Rouge is looking 
for volunteers Saturday, Feb. 14, who 
want to help look for stoneflies in the 
Rouge River. Valentine's Day was chosen 
this year as it is falls during the time 
organizers say stoneflies hatch from the 
river and go looking for love. Searchers

meet at 9 a.m. at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn. No searching is 
done in Dearborn; volunteers carpool 
out in 10-12 teams to Rouge streams 
located around metropolitan Detroit. 
Contact: Volunteers must pre-register 
by Jan. 30 on the FOTR website 
www.therouge.org or by calling 313- 
792-9621.
PFLAG MEETING
Date/Time: First Sunday of each 
month, 3-5 p.m.
Location: St. John's Episcopal Church, 
574 S. Sheldon, Plymouth 
Details: Plymouth-Canton PFLAG meets 
for discussion, education and sharing. 
Founded in 1972 with the simple act of 
a mother publicly supporting her gay 
son, PFLAG is the nation's largest family 
and ally organization. Made up of 
families, friends and straight allies 
united with people who are lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT), 
PFLAG is committed to advancing 
equality and societal acceptance of 
LGBT people through its threefold 
mission of support, education and 
advocacy.
Contact: Email lau- 
rie.mayers@gmail.com
LIBRARY BAG SALES
Dates: Feb. 20-23; March 27-30 
Location: Canton Public Library, 1200 
N. Canton Center Road, Canton 
Details: The Canton Public Library 
hosts several Bag Sales to benefit Sec
ondhand Prose, the Friends of the 
Canton Public Library bookstore. Visi
tors can shop during the monthly sale 
and fill a big with books for just $5.
HOSPICE SUPPORT
Dates/Times: First and third Thursday 
of each month, 10-11:30 a.m.
Location: Plymouth Coffee Bean, 884 
Penniman
Details: Compassionate Coffee Club is 
an open and ongoing grief support 
group offering support and socializa
tion for widows and widowers moving 
beyond the first year of loss. The pro
gram is sponsored by Compassionate 
Care Hospice and is free of charge, 
although a drink purchase is required 
for use of the space.
Contact: For more information, contact 
Ann Christensen, Compassionate Care 
Hospice Bereavement coordinator, at 
888-983-9050 or email achristen- 
sen@cchnet.net.
BRAIN NEUROBICS 
Date/Time: Second and third Thursday, 
January through May 2015,11 a.m. 
Location: Plymouth Township Hall,
9955 N. Haggerty
Details: Wayne State University In
stitute of Gerontology designed the 10 
free courses. Keep your brain alert and 
active with such topics as Memory % 
Tricks, Food for Thought and Magic of 
Music. Courses taught by Waltonwood 
Cherry Hill.
Contact: To sign up, call the Plymouth 
Community Council on Aging at 734-
453-1234, ext. 236.

Veterans Court, mentors in Redford, 
reach out to those who served

JU LIE  BROW N

James Badeen of the 17th District Veterans Court in Redford 
shares his knowledge with Plymouth A.M. Rotary members 
and guests.

By Ju lie  Brow n
Staff Writer

James Badeen served 
in the U.S. Army from 
1976-96, primarily in 
military police. These 
days, he’s the military 
veterans mentor coor
dinator for the 17th Dis
trict Veterans Court of 
Redford.

“One of the things it is 
not is a court of adjudica
tion,” Badeen said of the 
Redford court for veter
ans, which got funding 
last year. Defendants 
have pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor offenses 
rooted in their military 
past.

The judge, prosecutor, 
VA and mental health 
professionals agree on a 
plan of treatment, Ba
deen told Plymouth A.M. 
Rotary members and 
guests the morning of 
Tuesday, Jan. 27. He not
ed such courts have then- 
roots some seven years 
back in Buffalo, N.Y., 
when a municipal judge 
saw many problems asso
ciated with military vet
erans in his courtroom.

Michigan now has 
some 22 such veterans 
courts, Badeen said, de
scribing them as a grass
roots effort of municipal 
and district judges in the 
United States. Redford 
17th District Judge Karen 
Khalil was instrumental 
in bringing the veterans 
court to the area.

“A lot of great things 
are happening,” he said. 
“So great to be a part of it. 
Wayne County is definite
ly leading the nation now 
in veterans services.”

Badeen oversees men
toring efforts for that 
court. “Sometimes people 
get so broke you can’t fix 
them,” he said in describ
ing one ex-serviceman 
now in a Michigan prison 
who was dangerous to 
others.

That man had served 
in Afghanistan and been 
badly injured, as well as 
suffering from post-

traumatic stress dis
order; no regular medica
tion was available, so he 
was given opium for pain 
and became addicted.

“We try to get these 
guys back involved in the 
community,” Badeen 
said. He estimated one 
veteran an hour each day 
kills himself or herself. 
Badeen noted addiction to 
prescription drugs,
PTSD, one and a half 
million veterans being at 
risk for homelessness 
and one-third of women 
veterans having been 
sexually assaulted.

Several states, Florida, 
Virginia and Georgia, 
have begun veteran-only 
prisons, he said, with 
several more mulling that 
treatment option. “We 
just never realized how 
bad bad it was,” he said of 
veterans coming home

from earlier wars, calling 
that an “additional cost of 
war.”

Thousands of World 
War II veterans were 
lobotomized, Badeen 
said, when there was no 
knowledge of how to treat 
them.

He points with pride to 
the low rate of recidivism 
of his court. “This is not 
only a moral issue we 
have to do, it’s a practical 
issue,” said Badeen, who 
noted veterans often have 
difficulty accessing VA 
services.

His court program can 
be reached at 313-387- 
2792 or on the web at 
www,17thVetMentors 
Redford.co. The email is 
17vetmen-
tors@gmail.com. Volun
teers are welcome.

jcbrown@hometownlife.com
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CANTON CRIME WATCHMan arrested for 
two armed robberies

By LeA nne R ogers
S ta ff  W riter

A Canton man was arrested Jan. 
23 for robbing a bank and a drug
store, both in Westland.

Officers were first dispatched 
on a 9-1-1 hang-up call from Chase 
Bank, 31311 Cherry Hill. Dispatch
ers were able to make contact with 
the bank and were informed the 
bank had just been robbed.

While officers were responding 
to the bank robbery, another 9-1-1 
call reported a robbery in progress 
at the CVS Pharmacy at 31411 Cher
ry Hill.

Officers went to both locations 
and obtained a description of the 
suspect, who had implied that he

Pizzeria hit by break-in

Cash was stolen from Jet’s Piz
za on Ann Arbor Road early Mon
day after a break-in there.

Alerted by an alarm, police 
found the glass in the front door 
shattered, a Plymouth Township 
Police Department report said, 
and a footprint on a countertop 
inside. The cash register was 
open.

The owner arrived and told 
police that two of his other busi
nesses had been broken into that 
night. Police later learned that a 
man had been arrested the same 
night in a break-in attempt in Can
ton Township and are investigat
ing.

Truck burglaries
Electronics, clothing and per

sonal items were reported stolen 
from the cabs of two tractor-trail
er trucks while they were parked 
at a lot on Eckles Road last week
end, police report.

The thefts occurred between 
about 7 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m. 
Saturday, the report said. There 
were no signs of forced entry into 
either cab, police said.

Police reported a similar in
cident that occurred the same

had a gun.
Checking the area, officers 

from the Westland Police Depart
ment and the Wayne County Sher
iff’s Department located a subject 
matching the description in front 
of the Village of Westland senior 
housing at 32001 Cherry Hill.

After speaking with the 31-year- 
old Canton resident, the man was 
arrested for the armed robbery of 
both the Chase Bank and the CVS 
Pharmacy.

The suspect’s identification is 
being withheld pending his ar
raignment.

night at a nearby truck lot in Livo
nia.

Two windows were shattered 
and furniture damaged when 
someone threw a steel trailer- 
hitch ball through the window of a 
house on Ridge Road recently.

The vandalism occurred be
tween Jan. 8 and Jan. 15, a police 
report said. The trailer-hitch ball 
was found in the breezeway of the 
house; police said it had appar
ently been thrown through one 
window, breaking the glass and 
scraping a hutch, then hitting a 
window in the door on the opposite 
side, breaking a pane of glass.

Nothing appeared to have been 
stolen from the house.

Bike theft
A man’s bicycle was reported 

stolen Jan. 15 from the garage of a 
house on Pinetree Drive.

The bike had been taken be
tween Jan. 1 and Jan. 15, a police 
report said, but the complainant 
reported being fairly certain it 
had been taken either Jan. 14 or 
Jan. 15. A garage door had been 
left unlocked.

-  B y Matt Jachm an

Cops seize knife during traffic  
stop

Police arrested a 20-year-old Canton 
man after making a traffic stop and find
ing he was carrying a 7-inch knife, which 
he claimed he was carrying to protect 
himself after he had been attacked, a po
lice report said.

Police took the suspect into custody 
after making a traffic stop about 4:15 a.m. 
Jan. 21 on Haggerty Road, south of Ford. 
Three other people in the vehicle were 
released at the scene.

According to the police report, the traf
fic stop was made after the vehicle 
crossed a pavement marker line on the 
road. During the investigation, it was 
learned the suspect had the knife. He told 
police he had recently been assaulted and 
wanted to protect himself.

The suspect initially lied about his 
name and said he had no address because 
he was homeless, the report said. He was 
cited for possession of a dangerous weap
on and giving false information to a police 
officer.

Rehab w alkaw ay
A suspect who walked away from a 

Canton recovery center was picked up by 
Canton police and turned over to authori
ties in Monroe County, where he was want
ed for a probation violation involving pos
session of heroin, a police report said.

Police received a call about 3 p.m. Sun
day from Oakdale Recovery Center on 
Michigan Avenue, near Sheldon, that the 
27-year-old Monroe man had walked away, 
despite a warrant against him.

Police caught up with the suspect as he 
was walking eastbound on Michigan Ave
nue. He initially denied he was the sus
pect, but finally confirmed his identity.

Police arranged to turn the man over to 
Monroe County authorities at a restaurant 
off 1-275.

W alm art theft
Police arrested a 54-year-old Inkster 

woman, but a male suspect escaped, fol
lowing a retail fraud incident that oc
curred shortly before 9 p.m. Friday at the 
Walmart on Michigan Avenue, near Belle
ville Road, a police report said.

Store employees told police they 
watched the female suspect, accompanied 
by a male companion, put merchandise 
such as a power washer and a vacuum 
cleaner in a shopping cart and push it 
beyond the checkout area.

Workers detained the woman, but her 
male companion was reported to have fled 
in a white Dodge Charger, the police re
port said. Another female also may have 
left the scene with the man.

A police report indicated the merchan
dise was worth $566. Police learned the 
detained female suspect had multiple 
warrants for her arrest.

Police also found marijuana in one of 
her pockets during a search at the Canton 
police station, the report said. The suspect 
allegedly told police she had smoked crack 
cocaine the day before.

She began complaining of back pain 
and was taken to a medical facility for 
treatment before she was brought back to 
the police station. She was facing new 
charges; she already had a criminal record 
including larceny, forgery and identity 
theft.

Probation arrest
A 21-year-old woman on probation for 

traffic violations out of Westland was 
arrested Friday afternoon by Canton po
lice following a traffic stop near Michigan 
Avenue and Sheldon, a police report said.

Police initiated the traffic stop about 
1:15 p.m. after noticing that the 2006 Jeep 
the woman was driving had an expired 
license plate tab.

Police arranged to meet with Westland 
authorities near Michigan Avenue and 
Lotz to turn over custody of the suspect.

Credit card fraud
A 25-year-old Canton woman notified 

police Jan. 21 to report she had received 
an email from a company for an order, 
bought with a credit card, though she 
hadn’t made the purchase.

The woman wanted to document the 
incident with police. She said she had nev
er placed an order with the company and 
wasn’t sure who might have used a credit 
card in her name.

Thief stunned
A man chased by Livonia Police last 

week after taking a package from a 
home’s front porch in the 30400 block of 
Grandon ended with police attempting to 
stop him using a stun gun.

Livonia police were called to a home on 
Grandon, where the caller said they saw a 
suspicious male walking around the neigh
borhood with a shovel. The witness said 
they then saw the man select a package 
that had been left on a porch of a home in 
the area.

Police then began chasing the man 
through the area, and one yelled at him to 
stop and the man stumbled. One officer 
drew a stun gun and was prepared to use it 
before ordering the man to stop. He did 
not, and the officer used the stun gun.

He was arrested and taken to the police 
station for processing.

-  B y D a rre ll Clem

lrogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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on sale now thru end of February 2015

POWER
PERFORMANCE 
SAVINGS

■  1
Wrm E 3 1m

m

card by mail when 
you purchase select 
Maytag appliances. 
Up to $600 on select 
kitchen appliances 
Up to $350 on select 
laundry appliances
O ffer valid through 4-30-15

K i t

INVITATION TO SA V IN G S
Save on appliances that complete your 

kitchen with this exclusive invitation 
Receive up to

$12 5 0
MasterCard Prepaid Card by mail 
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Offer exp ires 2/28/15. S e e  store for details.___________
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Whirlpool
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Bread Making Class
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Whirlpool Suite Price 
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Quality Factory Trained Technicians 
www.billandrodsappliance.com
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A shley’s set for annual Belgian Beer Festival
The country that has 

more recognized beer 
styles than any other 
country in the world will 
be the center of attention 
when Ashley’s Beer and 
Grill in Westland holds 
its fifth annual Ashley’s 
Belgian Beer Festival, 
Thursday Feb. 5, through 
Sunday, Feb. 15.

The 11-day event will 
feature one of the broad
est collections of Belgian 
beers in draft and bottle 
ever done in this region. 
The festival is particular
ly distinctive as it will 
only have Belgian-made 
beers and only from 
boutique brewers. There 
also will be special Bel
gian cuisine and activ
ities planned throughout 
with brewers and Bel
gian beer experts coming 
in from around the 
world.

“It is rare even in 
Belgium to have this 
many of their beers at 
one place. Festival guests 
will have a unique expe
rience to learn from 
experts about Belgium’s 
centuries-old brewing 
traditions and why that 
country’s craft beers are 
considered among the 
best in the world,” said 
Roy More, co-owner of 
Ashley’s.

Ashley’s will again 
have private happy hour 
gatherings with Belgian 
brewers and importers. 
Brewer happy hours 
include four sample 
pours of the brewer’s 
beers and complimen
tary appetizers. They run 
5-7 p.m. Tickets cost $10 
and can be bought at the 
time of the events.

The festival’s featured 
brewer opening weekend 
will be Xavier Van Hon- 
sebrouck of Browerij 
Van Honsebrouck and his 
brewmaster Hans Me- 
huys, who will be at the

happy hour 6-8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 5. There 
also will be a Van Hon
sebrouck beer paired 
dinner 5-10 p.m., with 
personal table visits by 
either the owner or brew 
master, and a bottle sign
ing 6-8 p.m. Friday, Feb.
6, as well as a home 
brewers Q&A with Bro
werij Van Honsebrouck 
and sampling 2-4 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 8.

This year, in part
nership with the Consul
ate General of Belgium, 
Flanders Investment and 
Trade and the Belgian 
brewers, the first Sat
urday is its own full festi
val featuring more than 
200 bottles of Belgian 
beers from more than 80 
different breweries.

Guests will get to 
sample the full range of 
Belgian beers, from ver
tical tastings of rare 
Trappist beers, to true 
abbey biers, Flemish red 
ales, traditional gueuze, 
lambics and more. Sever
al brewers are coming 
from Belgium, along with 
their importers from 
across the country.

“We are excited to be 
part of this year’s festi
val; it’s a great opportuni
ty for Americans to not 
only taste some amazing 
beers from Belgium, but 
also to learn about Bel
gian food and beverage 
culture,” said Heidi Hoo
ver, trade director.

“The North American 
Belgian Beer Festival is 
the largest celebration of 
authentic Belgian beers 
in the United States,” 
said Steve Villani of 
Global Beer Network, a 
major importer of Bel
gian beers. “Brewers 
from across Belgium -  
arguably the best brew
ing country in the world -  
will be in attendance to 
offer samples and edu-

BEERTO U RISM .COM

Hans Mehuys, who has been wielding the mash stick at the Van Honsebrouck brewery for over a quarter of a century, will join 
fifth-generation owner Xavier Van Honsebrouck in kicking off the Belgian Beer Festival on Feb. 5 at Ashley's in Westland.

cate consumers on some 
of the best ales the world 
has to offer.”

Space is limited and 
tickets are required. 
Tickets include beer 
sample tokens, festival 
Belgian beer glass, pin 
and program. NABBF 
first admission VIP 
tickets cost $35 and allow 
guests in at 1 p.m. Gener
al admission is at 2 p.m. 
and tickets cost $25. 
Additional tokens will be 
available at the festival 
for $3 each or four for 
$10. Tickets are available 
online at www.nabbf.org/ 
registration.

Ashley’s Beer and 
Grill is at 7525 N. Wayne 
Road, just north of War
ren Road. For event in
formation, call 734-525- 
1667.

BRO U W ERIJ VAN 

H O N SEB RO U CK 

Xavier Van 
Honsebrouck 
willl be the 
guest of 
honor at the 
happy hour 
6-8 p.m. 
Thursday, 
Feb. 5.

Clinic has new doctor in town
Dr. Elizabeth Baise- 

Bergeron and staff are 
celebrating the grand 
opening under new man
agement of Sport and 
Spine Performance In
stitute, which provides 
chiropractic care, as well 
as massage therapy.

Baise-Bergeron said 
she’s “excited about pro
viding existing patients 
with on-going care, as 
well as accepting new 
patients into the clinic.”

Baise-Bergeron was 
diagnosed with scoliosis 
(a curvature of the spine) 
at the age of 12. She was 
told to see an orthopedic 
surgeon for treatment. 
The orthopedic surgeon 
told her that she would 
require surgery on her 
scoliosis eventually.

Facing surgery, she 
sought out alternative 
treatments. It is because

of this that 
she began 
an interest 
in chi
ropractic 
care. Once 
she began 
receiving 
chiroprac
tic ad

justments, the curvature 
in her spine stopped 
increasing. Surgery was 
no longer an option for 
her and she has been 
getting adjusted ever 
since. This inspired her 
to become a chiropractor 
and help others.

Baise-Bergeron said 
she believes “chiroprac
tic care should be the 
first step in treating 
injures or pain, because 
chiropractic care favor
ably impacts health and 
well-being.” She said she 
“takes her time with

patients and provides 
them with a detailed 
report on their specific 
condition.”

With the multitude of 
chiropractors in Ply
mouth, Sport and Spine 
Performance offers cli
ents an open floor plan, 
which includes multiple 
adjustment tables and 
traction tables. Clients 
enjoy the open atmos
phere and friendly de
meanor of the doctor and 
the staff.

The practice accepts 
most major insurances 
and the staff will verify 
patients’ chiropractic 
benefits.

Sport and Spine Per
formance is located at 
1365 S. Main in Plymouth. 
For more information, 
email Sportandspineper- 
formance@gmail.com or 
call 734-927-4411.

Baise-
Bergeron

PLYMOUTH-CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS
Bridal show

A Moment Forever 
will be at the Inn at St. 
John’s in Plymouth on 
Sunday, Feb. 8, at the 
Whimsical Occasions 
Bridal Show.

The retailer will be 
displaying its affordable 
Chiavari chairs, linens, 
invitations and more.
A utom otive
leadership

Dr. Theodore G. Du- 
clos, president of Freu- 
denberg-NOK Sealing 
Technologies, was re
cently named a 2015 
Automotive Leadership 
Award winner by the 
Detroit Free Press.

Duclos was honored 
in the Labor & Manu
facturing Leadership 
category for his work to 
push traditional manu
facturing to the next 
level of lean thinking 
with Single Cavity Mold
ing.

“I am humbled and 
honored to receive this 
award,” Duclos said. 
“Innovative manufactur

ing tech
nologies, 
and the 
companies 
and people 
who pur
sue them, 
are crucial 
to the on
going suc
cess of American indus
try. It is great to see 
them receive the recog
nition they deserve.”

Duclos joined Freu- 
denberg-NOK in 1996 
and was promoted to 
president of the organi
zation last year.

Career fair
The Washtenaw Com

munity College Ad
vanced Manufacturing 
Career Fair takes place 
1-4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
11.

The fair is designed to 
connect job seekers with 
potential employers, a 
career fair specific to 
the advanced manu
facturing industry.

Hiring managers 
from a wide variety of 
companies will be in

attendance, including 
Norgren Automation 
Solutions, Sensitile Sys
tems, Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, Impact Man
agement Services, Auto
mated Control Systems, 
Mahindra GenZe, Rock
well Automation, Genoa 
Employment Solutions, 
Employment Plus and 
Manpower Inc. of South
east Michigan.

Employers will be 
looking to find appli
cants to fill the following 
positions: automotive 
technicians, test engi
neers, field technicians, 
machine operators, ma
chinists, electrical and 
mechanical assemblers, 
robot engineers, tool 
makers, electrical engi
neers and AutoCAD 
production technicians.

The career fair is 
open to WCC students, 
alumni and community 
members seeking to find 
positions related to ad
vanced manufacturing. 
Student and job seeker 
registration is at 
wccnet.edu/careerfair.

YOU CAN DO THIS!

tifreepmarathon t i  □  U

You made the resolution to get in shape. 
Now’s your chance to run laps around it.

Registration now open at

freepmarathon.com

mailto:BKADRICH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
http://www.nabbf.org/
mailto:Sportandspineper-formance@gmail.com
mailto:Sportandspineper-formance@gmail.com
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Starkweather School, circa November 1975.
C O U R TESY DAW N ALB ER TSO N  HANSEN

Starkweather School part of 
Plymouth Old Village history
By D aniel Sabo

Correspondent

I was mopping up 
behind the lunch counter 
of S.S. Kresge, across 
from Kellogg Park, in 
spring 1977. In walked 
my old fifth-grade teach
er -  later principal of 
Starkweather School -  
John Howe.

He came to me and 
asked, “Dan, we are hav
ing a 50th anniversary 
celebration and are in
viting the whole town. 
How would you like to 
read the same speech 
that your grandfather 
Karl did at the corner
stone laying ceremony 
50 years ago?” I gulped 
and said OK.

Never thought that 38 
years later the Plymouth- 
Canton Community 
Schools district would 
not want its grand old 
lady of elementary 
schools -  or would ap
prove bulldozers for her.

Long w ait
I visited the Board of 

Education offices to 
inform the board and 
superintendent about 
mementos in the copper 
box set in the corner
stone May 2,1927, by my 
grandfather and board 
president Henderson. I 
suggested it be recov
ered for the museum, 
since the board voted the 
previous month to dis
pose of her.

After waiting nearly 
four months for an an
swer, I learned the sale 
had not yet closed and 
likely would not for some 
time. So I attended the 
regular board meeting 
Jan. 13 and read a state
ment denoting 16 historic 
sites within Old Village, 
including Starkweather 
School, which warrant 
placement on the Nation
al Register of Historic 
Places.

I indicated why I felt 
it wrong to sell to a de
veloper whose intention 
was to demolish the 
building and offered 
many ideas for how the 
property could be used. I 
urged members of the 
board to reconsider. I 
expressed why I felt this 
was a local, county, state 
and federal issue.

Five generations
This perspective came 

from having attended 
Starkweather Elemen
tary school for six years, 
from 1965-71. My mother 
attended from 1927-33.1 
was a fifth-generation

resident of Old Village, 
knowledgeable about 
local history from a 
young age.

The day after the 
school board meeting, I 
attended a community 
forum in Lower Town at 
Crawford’s Kitchen, 
called by the potential 
buyer, Curtis Building 
Co. The buyer asked for 
community support for 
the housing project. No 
promises were offered, 
other than the building 
possibly being saved by 
either said buyer, or a 
third party buyer, pend
ing inspection.

It was suggested at 
the meeting that the 
building is filled with 
environmental hazards, 
including asbestos. Yet 
Sam Hudson in his book 
Michigan's Tenth Largest 
states that in 1979, the 
school board heard a 
report showing that 
throughout P-CCS, only 
Central Middle School 
had a significant amount.

P-CCS should long ago 
have applied for inclu
sion of the building on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places, plus 
applied for federal assis
tance to make any need
ed improvements, main
tenance and/or remedia
tion. Sadly for the past 
several years, P-CCS has 
done a very poor job of 
maintaining this historic 
and beloved building.

Much-needed school
Russell Wingard and 

my grandfather Karl 
Starkweather were two 
among many in Old Vil
lage whom were instru
mental in getting a 
much-needed first ele
mentary school in town 
built there, instead of 
downtown.

Parents wanted a 
school near their chil
dren. The school board 
later named it after his 
grandfather, George, 
who among other things 
was an early Plymouth 
school teacher in the 
1840s when he was 16.

George’s father Wil
liam built a school house 
near Starkweather Ave
nue and Main Street in 
the 1830s. George was 
also a school board mem
ber and trustee, who had 
family ties to local aboli
tionists and conductors 
on the Underground 
Railroad and who was a 
community and business 
leader who wore many 
hats, including village 
president, township su
pervisor and state repre-

George and Amelia Starkweather, circa 1901. Starkweather School was named after George.

H rlen  M over, tra c k e r . arTunges the d b - r rd rd lra tio n  ol the Sd-yrar-otd school butld-
plav of S ta rk w eath er 's  h istory lo r S u n d a y s  In*. I S taff photos by G ary  Caskey)

Starkweather observes
50th year on Sunday

Pl̂ rwdvtk Obs«.»-*<v - 5i
G eorge  Anson S tark  

weaihrr wore many hats 
in h is h f r tv n r  H r was a 
lawyer publican. bml 
ncwmnn justice of the 
p e a c e  and « sc h o o l 
te ac h e r

Kacept for a bnef atuit 
«  New Yw* studying
lo w  h e  l i v e d  in  
Plymouth aD H» life

In th r late HOK he pur 
ctwsed a piece of proper 
ty in what a  now Old Vil
lage with the hopes of 
budding a trhonl no it It 
did not i-omr ahrot dur
ing his life 

However, on May 2. 
1927 20 y ean  after hi* 
death the cornerstone of 
S tarkw eather Klemen

tars School «ras laid 
"Hits Sund.iv the stu

dents and faculty of the 
school will rclfbrolr the 
SOth anniversary of that 
event

A ccording to John 
Howe principal the cer
emony will be a  ' reded 
kation ' of the spirit and 
tradition of the *rhoi4

n i l
During ihe afternoon 
long festivities past stu
dents and teachers will 
speak on ihrsr days at 
the school

TIIK FORMAL PRO 
GRAM is scheduled to 
begin at I p m with a 
g ree tin g  from Howe 
Then, for the nest hnur 
or so. the current stu
dents will provide song 
music and pngentry

In addition, the Cen 
tral Middle Srtavi Stage 
Band and the Plymouth 
Fife and Drum Corps 
will lend their hands to 
the anniversary celrbea- Uon

In between the music 
a number of gurst speak 
ers. including Plymouth 
Mayor Joseph Bids and 
srhnol Supt J <hn Hobcn. 
as well as former wu 
d rn u  will pm irnt small 
''re f le c t io n s "  on the 
school

Several of our speak
ers have had four gener
ations of family attend 
S ta rk w e a th e r ."  sa id  
Mowr "They represent 
a lot of hntory

After the program , 
there will be an open 
house a t  the vchool 
P e o p le  c a n  w n n d e r 
around the building and 
w e a number of hn ion  
cal artifacts on display 
and enjoy refreshments

The Plymouth Observer recognized Starkweather's 50th 
anniversary May 5,1977.

sentative.
Getting the school 

built was a hard fought 
battle. Fliers were dis
tributed, community 
support came for the

school, bonds were voter 
approved Nov. 22,1926, 
to provide the means for 
construction. At that 
time, the cost according 
to the Plymouth Mail was

Karl Starkweather offers remarks May 2,1927, with then 
school board President John Henderson, at the event that saw  
the laying of the cornerstone for Starkweather School.

$200,000 -  in today’s 
money, about $2.7 mil
lion. As you can see from 
the photographs, there 
was a lot of community 
support.

Business support
Some local businesses 

support this housing 
project; one even stated 
so at the meeting. The 
more homes, more busi
ness idea. There, howev
er, needs to be logical 
balance between main
taining economic activ
ity, without harming 
overall historic signif
icance.

There are Old Village 
families (and customers) 
I have spoken with, some 
going back more than a 
century, that are not 
happy about the project 
for many reasons. Local 
business owners need to 
give equal consideration 
to their feelings as well.

Cramming more hous
ing into the already small

and concentrated histor
ic village footprint will 
create more traffic, re
quire additional parking. 
Eventually, existing 
structures and residenc
es will suffer. I have 
seen it happen since the 
1970s.

Turning over historic 
public property that was 
purchased and built with 
funds approved by vot
ers to private firms for 
either demolition or ma
jor re-purposing for 
private use should also 
be decided by a vote of 
the people of Plymouth, 
since 89 years ago it was 
voter approved and voter 
maintained since.

Old Village is a true 
historic little gem. It 
should be protected for 
future generations, be
cause once gone, it is 
gone forever.

More information on local 
history can be found at 
facebook.com/dbsabo.

* f-\
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W-W’s Children’s Drama Club presents ‘Annie Kids’
By Sue M ason

S ta ff W riter

The story of Little 
Orphan Annie will come 
alive on the stage of 
Stockmeyer Auditorium 
in Wayne this weekend as 
the Wayne-Westland 
Community School Dis
trict’s Children’s Drama 
Club presents Annie 
Kids.

A new member to the 
club, Alexis Robertson of 
Wildwood Elementary 
will don the red wig to 
star in the title role, 
while Jeremy Falsetti of 
Adams Upper Elemen
tary will play Daddy 
Warbucks.

“I wanted this role 
because I watched the 
movie and liked the act
ing,” said Jeremy, who is 
in his second Drama Club 
production. “I sing New 
York City and Tomorrow. 
My singing voice, to me I 
don’t like, but Miss 
McKolay liked it.”

Teacher Anne McKo
lay has been directing 
children’s productions 
for seven years. She 
started staging shows 
with students at Schweit
zer Elementary and then 
opened it up to other 
students in the district. 
This year, 50 students are 
involved in the produc
tion.

Preparations for the 
40-minute show started 
in October to accommo
date earlier than normal 
play dates. With the audi
torium booked through 
the end of the school 
year, January was the 
only time it was available 
for the show.

“It’s seems like it’s 
been a long time, but it’s 
gone really quick,” she 
said.

After doing Peter Pan, 
which had a lot of scen
ery and props, last year, 
McKolay has gotten 
smart. David Green has 
been making props and 
many do double duty. 
Walls and a large window 
dominate the stage and 
are on casters so they 
can be flipped around. 
One side is gray and 
dingy for the orphanage, 
while the other side is 
bright and white for 
Daddy Warbuck’s house.

McKolay has also

BILL 8RESLER | STAFF PH O TO G RAPH ER

Annie (Alexis Robertson) dances with Grace (Megan Blair).

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O TO G RAPH ER

Katie Lyle and other cast members, perform "Maybe."

gotten help from Emer
son Middle School in 
Livonia, where she has 
borrowed props and 
costumes. The furniture 
pieces will stay on stage 
with a hand-painted 
backdrop coming down

in front during the play.
Like Falsetti, Rob

ertson had a specific role 
in mind -  Annie. She had 
been wanting to do thea
ter for several years and 
when she saw the flier 
for the play, she decided

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O TO G RAPH ER

Mrs. Pugh (Kalin Baldwin) hurries through the scene.
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Annie (Alexis Roberts) and Duffy (Leah Hart) push Molly 
(Grade Barber) in a laundry cart.

to audition. the role,” Robertson said.
“I was surprised I got “A whole lot of other

CHILDREN'S 
DRAMA CLUB
What: Annie Kids 
When: 6:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 30, and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 31 
Location: Stockmeyer 
Auditorium at Wayne 
Memorial High School, 
3001 Fourth St.
Tickets: $3 at the door 
Director: Anne McKo
lay, with Leigh Goying as 
music director 
Featuring: Students 
from Schweitzer, P.D. 
Graham, Wildwood and 
Walker-Winter ele
mentary, Adams and 
Marshall upper ele
mentary and Franklin 
Middle schools

girls had auditioned. I 
didn’t expect it.”

She has practiced the 
songs and has even had 
voice lessons to get ready 
for opening night. She is 
trying to be like Annie in 
the movie, but is putting 
a bit of her spin on the 
character.

“The hardest part has 
been memorizing the 
lines,” she said. “I have a 
lot of lines and I’m on 
stage a lot.”

Angelina Williams 
may have the most styl
ish role of the produc
tion, playing Lily. She 
wears a black dress with 
black gloves and a jewel- 
encrusted cuff bracelet. 
Like Robertson, she’s a 
first-timer and is enjoy
ing the experience.

“My friends are in the 
show and I like acting, 
singing and dress up,” 
she said. “It’s been fun.” 

For Falsetti, the hard
est part of the production 
has been the seventh 
scene, set in Warbucks’ 
mansion.

“I get stuck there,” he 
said. “Either I don’t re
member my lines or I 
don’t pay attention to 
who’s going where.”

He’s not worried, 
though.

“The last day, it usu
ally comes together,” he 
said.

smason@hometownlife.com
734-674-2332
Twitter: @SusanMarieMason

Specs Howard scholarships 
honor school’s 45th year

Salvation Army hosts ‘ Love Thy 
Neighbor’ campaign in FebruarySpecs Howard School 

of Media Arts, a Michi
gan-owned school, is 
honoring its 45th anniver
sary by making 45 schol
arships available, each 
valued at $4,500, to indi
viduals seeking training 
in technology driven 
courses including broad
cast media arts, graphic 
design and digital media 
arts.

The scholarship is 
known as the “2015 Michi
gan Business Scholar
ship.” Last year’s schol
arship program was an 
overwhelming success 
and school officials said 
there’s “no better way to 
honor the 45th anniversa
ry than to give away 45 
scholarships.”

Specs Howard recog
nizes the need for many 
metro Detroit businesses 
to enhance and develop 
the technical skill set of 
their current employees 
and wants to assist these 
businesses by offering 
scholarships in the 
amount of $4,500 per 
award toward tuition for 
any Specs Howard pro
gram.

This scholarship pro
gram was created to 
assist individual employ
ers and their employees 
and at the same time 
continue to develop and 
technically enhance the 
strength of the Michigan 
workforce.

“Michigan has some of 
the hardest-working 
employees and employ
ers have been looking to 
us for years to help up
date their skill sets for 
today’s technologies,” 
President Lisa Zahodne 
said. “In today’s environ
ment, many companies 
are forced to farm out 
certain areas of their 
business to third party 
vendors simply because 
their employees do not

have the necessary 
knowledge. Employers 
will now have an opportu
nity to train their own 
staff so that they can 
keep the business in 
house. When current 
staff come back with 
enhanced skills, they can 
take the business quickly 
and more efficiently 
forward. Specs Howard is 
proud to play a part in 
this.”

Employees must com
plete and submit an appli
cation, as well as a letter 
of request stating why 
they feel they are qual
ified for the scholarship 
and how it will impact 
their future. They must 
also submit a letter of 
recommendation, on 
company letterhead, 
from their employer 
stating how the training 
will benefit the organiza
tion.

Applications are avail
able online at 
http://info.specshoward. 
edu/mi-business-2015. 
Candidates will be select
ed based on the letters of 
recommendation, as well 
as the employees’ letter 
of request. All candidates 
will need to meet the 
standard admissions 
requirements.

Scholarships will be 
awarded on a firsbcome, 
first-served basis and the 
opportunity will end 
when all are awarded.

“We can think of no 
better way to celebrate 
our 45th anniversary than 
by providing 45 future 
students with these schol
arships,” Zahodne said.
“It is such a generous 
thing for Specs Howard 
to do. Anyone who knows 
Specs Howard knows he 
is a wonderful man. It is 
awesome to be a part of a 
company that believes in 
giving back to the local 
community.”

At Christmas, the 
Plymouth Salvation 
Army’s focus is helping 
families enjoy the holi
days.

After the holidays, 
though, the corps still 
sees families, but the 
focus changes a bit to 
working adults and 
seniors, many of whom 
are looking for supple
mental food and per
sonal care items.

That’s where the 
Plymouth Salvation 
Army’s “Love Thy 
Neighbor” drive comes 
in. “Love Thy Neighbor” 
is a Valentine’s Day 
drive the corps will run

throughout February to 
collected donations of 
personal care and hy
giene items to help 
those who need it.

“Many of these folks 
are working and just 
need a bit of help to 
meet their bills,” said 
Laurie Aren, the PSA’s 
director of family and 
community ministries. 
“Rising out-of-pocket 
health care costs, salary 
reductions and other 
expenses can really take 
its toll on budgets. Also, 
many seniors got a 
small cost of living in
crease, but not enough 
to match the rising costs

of personal care items.
“We need to be sure 

that we take care of 
each other and donating 
personal care items is a 
great way to do this,” 
she added.

The corps is accept
ing donations of deodor
ant and shaving items 
for men and women; 
toilet paper, body soap; 
dish soap; detergent; 
shampoo and condition
er; Hamburger Helper; 
canned chicken; and 
tuna. Donations can be 
dropped off between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 9

a.m. to noon Saturday.
The corps’ demo

graphics are changing, 
Aren pointed out, with 
more and more working 
adults and seniors from 
Plymouth, Canton, 
Belleville and North- 
ville reaching out for 
help.

“With the help of this 
generous community, 
we can continue to meet 
the ever-changing 
needs,” Aren said.

The Plymouth Salva
tion Army is located at 
9451 S. Main in Ply
mouth. For more in
formation, call 734-453- 
5464.
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CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
THESE VEHICLES HAVE BEEN DEEMED ABANDONED AND WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION. THE AUCTION 
WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 3RD AT 10:00AM AT 6345 HIX, WESTLAND MI, 48185. THE VEHICLES WILL 

BE SOLD AS IS, STARTING BID IS FOR TOWING AND STORAGE.
AMOUNT YEAR JVIAKE MODEL COLOR VIN
$1,445.00 1994 FORD ESCORT GREEN 1FARP1288RW244507
$1,205.50 2003 CHEVROLET IMPALA BLUE 2G1WH55KX39438053
$1,195.00 1997 OLDSMOBILE CUTLASS BLACK 1GWH12M3VF322743
$1,280.00 2012 FORD FOCUS RED 1FAHP3K28CL267085
$1,090.50 2002 CHRYSLER 300M SILVER 2C3HE66G82H105996
$925.00 2002 FORD WINDSTAR GRAY 2FMZA52402BA69527
$905.00 2002 CHRYSLER SEBRING GOLD 1C3EL46R22N115560
$955.00 1997 NISSAN 200SX BLACK 1N4AB42D5VC502472
$715.00 2001 PONTIAC SUNFIRE BLUE 1G2JB124617413882
$655.00 1993 FORD RANGER YELLOW 1FTCR10A5PPB76531
$645.00 1989 BMW 3251 GOLD WBABB2301K8864597
$650.00 1998 FORD EXPLORER BLUE 1FMZU35P7WZB27539
P u b l i s h :  J a n u a r y  2 9 ,  2 0 1 5  lo-oooo2284«i 4*2.5

t
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http://info.specshoward
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OUR VIEW

F A IR  A N D  B A LA N C E D
Canton Township officials did right thing with road money lottery

Credit Phil LaJoy and the rest of the 
Canton Township board and admini
stration with solving what could have 
been a sticky situation with a little 
game-show theatrics that eliminated 
possible political undertones.

With some $1.5 million in road fund
ing coming from Wayne County, Can
ton officials looked for -  and found -  a 
fair way to determine how to divide it. 
Canton officials asked homeowner as
sociations to submit street-repair wish 
lists.

Some 20 associations submitted pro
jects ranging from $50,000 to $200,000, 
pushing the dollar amount beyond the 
$1.5 million and causing LaJoy and oth
er officials to hold a lottery to deter
mine the winners. In true Wheel of For
tune style, LaJoy drew bingo balls from 
a coffee can and matched them to num

bers that already had been assigned to 
neighborhood groups.

Homeowner associations had to 
agree to pay 20 percent of the street re
pairs to qualify for the money, with the 
Wayne County dollars covering the 
rest. Amy Hughesdon, township opera
tions coordinator, described most of 
the projects as cosmetic, such as re
placing crumbling concrete and fixing 
damaged catch basins.

That’s to be expected; as LaJoy 
pointed out, $1.5 million is not a lot of 
money when you’re talking about fix
ing roads.

Still, LaJoy and his administration -  
as he does with most issues -  found a 
way to split it up that was fair and with
out the taint of political gamesmanship.

Everybody wins -  especially the 13 
neighborhoods that will now benefit.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PH O TO G RAPH ER

Thirteen Canton neighborhoods will share $1.5 million for road repairs.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

No recall evidence

Guest columnist Sandra 
Groth wrote she is one of the 
organizers of the effort to re
call four elected officials of 
Plymouth Township. She sub
mitted very weak criteria for 
putting the township through 
an expensive and divisive re
call.

She stated that “If the offi
cials don’t want to do the job 
that they were elected to do -  
and if they don’t want to serve 
at the will of the citizens -  they 
don’t belong there.” I was 
amazed how this sentence is 
not supported by the evidence.

Ms. Groth presented no 
evidence that the four township 
officials targeted by her group 
are not doing the job to which 
they were elected by the peo
ple. We have police protection, 
fire protection, emergency 
health assistance (which our 
family is thankful for), improv
ing recreational facilities, a 
balanced budget, excellent 
trash service, a very successful 
Hazardous Disposal Day and 
no scandal of any kind.

Last winter, those officials 
were able to come up with the 
funds to plow the record-break
ing snow from the streets. The 
people were able to reach the 
main roads, school buses were 
in service in the subdivisions, 
fire trucks could get through 
and that nasty trash was hauled 
away. It seems to me that they 
and the other three trustees are 
doing the job they were elected 
to do.

The statement “If they don’t 
want to serve at the will of the 
citizens, they don’t belong 
there,” is another unsupported 
statement. They were elected 
by the citizens to direct and 
administer the needs of Ply
mouth Township. This they 
have done.

Ms. Groth was a candidate 
for trustee in 2014, but was not 
successful in convincing the 
citizens that she was better 
timber to carry out the respon
sibilities that must be done by

an elected officeholder. To her 
credit, she states in the guest 
column, “Plymouth Township is 
a pretty darn good place to 
live.”

The organizers of the recall 
group call themselves “Con
cerned Citizens.” They are 
creating a smokescreen in an 
attempt by a promoter to get 
Plymouth Township involved in 
building a Plymouth Art and 
Recreational Complex jointly 
with the city of Plymouth.

The township of Plymouth 
and the city of Plymouth tried 
at least two joint ventures -  
joint police and fire depart
ments -  and both were dis
solved.

The Plymouth Observer 
reported in January the city of 
Plymouth approved to hire 
outside help to resolve the 
issue of money owed to the 
township for legacy costs of 
several million dollars for re
tirement and health costs for 
the firefighters.

Since the city has failed to 
fulfill its former obligations to 
the township, why would the 
township want to enter into 
additional financial agree
ments with the city?

The “Concerned Citizens” 
are willing to cause chaos in the 
township by ousting four offi
cials who, with the other three 
trustees, have done a good job.

William G. Cole 
Plymouth

Enhancing lives
Plymouth Arts and Recrea

tion Complex would preserve 
and enlarge the only public 
place in Plymouth city that has 
a swimming pool, football, 
baseball and soccer fields, plus 
track.

Central Middle School’s 
history goes back to 1835. More 
than a dozen currently “home
less” art, music and recreation
al entities, including the Ply
mouth YMCA, are strong sup
porters of PARC.

It would be in the geograph
ic heart of the community. 
Plymouth-Canton’s school

board should vote to preserve 
and build upon these assets, if 
they are truly to vote for what 
is best for the children and 
families of the Plymouth-Can- 
ton community.

Vote for “sound minds in 
sound bodies.” Vote for history 
and culture. Vote for PARC, 
which has already met your 
asking price. What price would 
you put on the number of chil
dren whose lives would be 
enhanced and well served for 
present and future genera
tions?

Angela Farrow
Plymouth

SOTU response
The Islamic Society of North 

America issued the following 
statement Tuesday after Presi
dent Barack Obama’s State of 
the Union Address:

We commend the president 
for his values-based address on 
the various issues affecting 
everyday Americans and show
ing his vision on where he 
wants our country to go.

His statements on the re
spect for human dignity 
through his prohibition of 
torture along with further con
straints on the use of drones, 
shows some positive progress 
on issues that have undermined 
our standing in the world. ISNA 
is a founding member of the 
National Religious Campaign 
Against Torture and has issued 
public statements condemning 
the unfettered use of drones.

What we find alarming how
ever, was the reaction of audi
ence seated in the House of 
Representatives chamber after 
the president remarked, “It’s 
why we continue to reject of
fensive stereotypes of Muslims 
-  the vast majority of whom 
share our commitment to 
peace.” The audience, which 
was made up of senators, con
gressmen, members of the 
supreme court and other senior 
officials of government of both 
political parties, reacted in 
silence.

Just moments before, they

applauded the president’s state
ments on rejecting anti-Semi
tism and then after the state
ment about Muslims, they ap
plauded his statements con
demning the persecution of 
LGBT, women, political prison
ers and religious minorities.

The silence in the chamber 
has shown that the specter of 
Islamophobia is a problem that 
continues to plague our coun
try. ISNA, along with its in
terfaith partners in the Shoul- 
der-to-Shoulder Campaign, 
have worked tirelessly since 
2010 to address anti-Muslim 
bigotry and Islamophobia. We 
hope in this new year we will be 
able to decrease this troubling 
trend and create avenues of 
mutual understanding and 
dignity.

President Obama also reit
erated his promise to work 
toward shutting down the pris
on facilities in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. We hope the presi
dent can bring this goal into 
fruition despite the several 
years of resistance from con
gress.

On surveillance, we look 
forward to the forthcoming 
report and hope thsif ft will lead 
to actual substantive safe
guards and transparency that 
respect the civil liberties of all 
Americans.

While we see much potential 
and promise in his address, it 
must be accompanied with 
meaningful action that is con
sistent with the values of our 
country.

Edgar Hoplda
ISNA

End m arriage 
discrim ination

Our Republican Attorney 
General Bill Schulte’s, long, 
bitter and useless fight against 
gay marriage is about to end. 
Rather than being the chief 
police officer for all of Michi
gan, Schuette’s self-defined 
mission seems to be to carry 
out the extreme social agenda 
of the conservative Repub
licans.

If this were simply a case of 
Schuette appeasing a portion of 
the Republican Party, this is 
one thing. The issue is not 
Schuette’s constipated ideol
ogy, rather needless expense 
on taxpayers’ dime.

If Schuette wants to make 
his Custer’s last stand or 
George Wallace standing in the 
school house door, let him do it 
on his dime.

The Supreme Court will 
likely eliminate all gay mar
riage bans as unconstitutional 
and not covered by the equal 
protection clause of the of our 
Constitution. When these laws 
are struck down, and we pre
dict they will by a 6-3 or 7-2 
vote, will Schuette refund mon
ey to the taxpayers that he has 
wasted to prevent marriage 
equality?

We look forward to ending 
marriage discrimination and 
Michigan fully supporting 
marriage equality.

Gerald Maxey 
Farmington Hills

M inim um  w age debate
Nothing can be more gifting 

to others than to raise one’s pay, 
especially when the cold sets 
in. This year, numerous pro
tests have prompted more 
violence within the nation, but 
about 25 percent of those pro
tests, according to various 
sources, have been linked to 
hiking the minimum wage 
nationwide.

You and I can do something 
about this. We can stop the 
poverty increase and increase 
the federal minimum wage. We 
can petition Congress to 
change their point of view, join 
those who are currently in the 
situation or donate to those who 
are suffering from this. I 
pledge to start today. Will you 
join me? If we don’t change 
how Congress can help others, 
we may all be soon surrounded 
by beggars.

Elgan Wu
Raise the Minimum Wage 

member

STAFF CO LUM N

Road to dream job stopped right here

A round Labor Day 1996,
I was attending a pic
nic event at the Eccen

tric Newspapers headquarters 
in Birmingham.

Company managers were 
cooking hot dogs and burgers 
for the staff and I was talking 
to a few of my new col
leagues. I had been with the 
Oxford/Lake Orion/Clarkston 
Eccentric for just a couple of 
weeks. Someone said they’d 
been with the company 10 
years and I, jokingly, said, “If 
I’m here that long, shoot me.” 

I figured at the time it was 
the stepping stone to bigger 
and better things, maybe that 
dream job covering the De

troit Tigers for one of the 
dailies in town. Surely it 
wouldn’t take me 10 years, I 
was thinking.

Nearly two decades later, 
I’m still here, writing my 
final column for the Observer 
Newspapers.

It’s been a great ride, 
starting with my time as the 
sports editor in three of the 
most sports-crazy towns I’ve 
ever seen. I moved to Ply-

CANTON

O b s e r v e r
A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

Brad Kadrich,
Com m unity Ed ito r 
Susan Rosiek,
Execu tive Ed ito r

Grace Perry,
D irecto r o f 
A dvertisin g

mouth as the Plymouth Ob
server editor in November 
1999, right about the same 
time the Plymouth-Canton 
Marching Band was winning 
a national championship.

I’ve seen a lot happen in 
Plymouth Township and (the 
last six years) in Canton. No 
need to rehash most of it; 
some has been good (the 
sprayscape at Plymouth 
Township Park, multiple fes
tivals in the city of Plymouth, 
IKEA in Canton) and some 
has been bad (the fire depart
ment issues in Plymouth 
Township, Ford Road traffic 
in Canton).

More than the events, 
though, have been the people. 
I have encountered some of 
the most amazing people, 
from mothers dealing with 
children with cancer to a 
young South American boy 
who came to town to have his 
club feet corrected and left 
here walking tall.

Paul Sincock is the guy I’d 
want managing my city and, 
if Dan Dwyer ever runs for 
president, I’m voting for him.

Say what you want about

Ron Edwards (and people say 
plenty), but since I had my 
first of three cardiac abla
tions four years ago, the man 
has never finished a con
versation without asking 
about my health. He has a 
good heart.

I’ve gained a new appreci
ation for the arts thanks to 
the people I’ve met here. Jill 
Breen Engel is working hard 
to bring a new arts complex 
to Canton’s Cherry Hill Vil
lage. And Jennifer Tobin has 
a passion for theater and the 
arts that transcends anything 
I’ve ever felt. Her enthusi
asm is absolutely contagious.

One of the most amazing 
people I’ve met is Deb Ma
donna. From her compassion
ate heart and never-say-die 
attitude sprang the Miracle 
League of Plymouth. Because 
she believes in something, 
you automatically know it’s a 
worthy cause.

One day she had this idea 
to help special-needs kids 
enjoy playing America’s pas
time and seemingly the next 
day Bilkie Family Field was 
up and running.

The Plymouth-Canton 
school district has been mine 
to cover the last few years 
and it’s been a joy. The 
marching band, the drama 
programs, Diana Woodward 
and the culinary arts kids,
Jay Obsniuk and the FIRST 
Robotics teams, the teachers, 
the administrators ... all have 
been a joy to cover.

There’s no way to mention 
everyone who has had an 
influence on me -  good or bad 
-  in the last 18 years. To any
one I left out, you have my 
profound apologies. All of 
you have my undying grat
itude for making Plymouth 
(and, for the last few years, 
Canton) my second home.

When I hired in back in 
1996,1 figured it was the first 
step toward my dream job. 
Thrns out, for the last 18 
years, this has been my 
dream job. And all of you 
helped make it so.

In five days, Brad Kadrich will be the 
former editor o f the Plymouth and 
Canton Observers. Until Monday, Feb.
1, he can be reached via email at 
bkadrich@hometownlife.com.

mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
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An annual tradition 
12 years strong!
Connecting businesses 
with active adults seeking 
information for all stages of 
life including wellness, 
finances, family and 
senior lifestyles.

B u s i n e s s  R e c e i u e :

Exhibitor Space 
Advertising
Workshops & Demonstration 
Opportunities
Various Sponsorship Options

A p r i l  2 7 , 2 0 1 5

1 p m t o 6 p m

Schoolcraft College 
VisTaTech Center

Sign up by 
February 20, 2015 for

2 4 8 . 9 2 6 . 2 2 0 3
cbjordan@michigan.com

O bserver &  E ccentric
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

©  S c h o o lc r a f t
College isTaTech

C E N T E R
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Joe’s Touchdown SPECIALS
Keep the h eat in  th e gam e, NOT in  th e k itchen!

We have all your Bow l n eed s from  a variety o f  Wings?
P izza , Subm arine Sandw iches and Awesom e Party'

Trays! 2 4  H our N otice...O rder Today

33152 W. SEVEN MILE ROAD
m : ^  A v LIVONIA, MI

2 4 8 .4 7 7 .4 3 3 3  (Joe’s Produce)
. ^  »  — i r i. ^ . ? 2 4 8 ,4 7 7  4 3 2 3  (Joe’s Meat & Seafood)

Jjours: Monday-Saturday 9 am-8 pm and Sunday 9 am-6 pm
K Prices valid January 29 - February 4,2015

Cilantro Avocados2/$3 2/$3
C a r r o t s  Red Grapefruit

2 / $3  2 P 3lib bag A l l

Jum bo Jum bo Delm onte California Mild & Sweet Spanish  
California California Sweet & Juicy Haas R e d  Darling
Cauliflower Broccoli Cantaloupe Avocados P e p p e r  Clementines

2/$4 m  21*551*5 51*5 141 1
Chteken êĝ Quarters 8 9 1̂. Joe’S Meat &  Seafood Cocufoins m *4 "»

E n t r e e s  t o  G o

Stuffed Chicken
Bacon Muenster 
or Apple Cherry
$  Ll.99 Save1 lb $1.00

®  USDA Premium Choice Angus

Porterhouse, 
T-Bone or 

Cowboy Ribeye
$Q99 Save^ y  lb $2.00

E n t r e e s  t o  G o

M e a tb a lls
Italian or 
Jalapeno

$ ^ 9 9  SavevJ lb $1.00

F r e s h  A t la n t ic

S a l m o n
F i l l e t s

$ ~ 7 9 9  Save / lb $2.00

Joes Original
Seafood Dips
Salmon Crab & Scallion Crab & 

Shrimp w/Horgeraqish, 
Lobster or wnitefish

$ ^ 9 9  Savey y  ib $i.oo

All Natural Fresh Fork 
Baby B ack R ibs

$ Q 9 9  S a v e  lb $1.00
W e s te rn  S ty le  
C ountry Ribs

J o e  s  S m o k e h o u s e

kicked Up

Boar’s Head  
M aple H oney 
T u r k e y
$ Q 49 •

V -J lb Boars Head 
Save $2.50

Boar’s Head
Beechwood Black Forest 
Sm oked Ham
$ ? 9 9

lb BoariHead 
Save $3.00

Boar’s Head
Blazin Buffalo 
C h i c k e n

$799  ©
W lb Boar’s Head 

Save $3.00

Boar’s Head
Monterey Jack or 

Pepper Jack Cheese
$ £ 9 9  o

lb Boark Head 
Save $4.00

Di Bruno Brothers
H a n d m a d e
Cheese Spread
$ C 49 - - A

H o u s e m a d e

Sausage
Chipotle, H abanero or 

Hawaiian B rats

n i a w i
Dietz & Watson
Buffalo Wing 
C h e d d a r

W ild  C aug ht

M ahi M ahi

99 Save
lb $2.00

A la s k a n

Red King 
C rab Legs

14/17 ct

Kowalski
O ld F a sh io n  

L o a f

$ 1 5 " Save 
lb $3.00

Dearborn
T h u r i n g e r

$799 $  $549 <e> *7 x
Save $1.50Save $2.00 

Wisconsin
Y e a r

C h e d d a r

lb rayffffci; 
Save $2.00

Jarlsberg
S w i s s  

C h e e s e

Old Tyme 
M u e n s t e r  
C h e e s e

D i B r u n o  B r o s .
0r|

Save $1.50

Dietz & Watson
P e p p e r e d

T u r k e y

$8 49 -
lb

Save $3.00

$799 @  $799 . , 0  $499
lb

Save $2.00 

Kowalski
F o o t b a l l

L o a f
$ 5 9 9

Save $1.50

/ARgKSft
lb

Save $1.00

Dearborn
B row n S ugar

l b ____
Save $2.00

Joe’s
B e e r  C h eese

H a m  D i p

* 5 " .  A  $ 5 " ,  @
A n  n n  /-> A n  ^  ^

lb
Save $2.00 Save $2.00

GROCERY
M o o r e ’ s  $ 0  99  
M a r in a d e s  ea
Buffalo Wing, Teriyaki & Original 
Chuck & Dave’s 
Tortilla Chips 
and Salsa ^  ^

CAFE

* 5 4 ?
C h o b a n i
Yogurts 10/*  10

6 oz

B ill  K n a p p  Jumbo Football 

D o nut  B ites  C u p c a k e s

$ 0 9 9  $ 0 4 9

J u m b o  F o o t b a l l  d j - g  - g Q Q  

C h o c o l a t e  C h i p  ' P I  I * ' * '  

1 2 ”  C o o k i e

D a iry  F re s h  ^
Salted or Unsalted
B u t t e r s  llb

F ootball 

Sugar  C ookies

$ 1 4 9

M e a t b a l l s  a h a q
BBQ or Swedish $
Save $1.00_______________________9  I P
Chicken Wings 4»m c iq  
Buffalo, BBQ or Plain ^  ^

JOE’S GOURMET 
CATERING & EVENTS

Corporate Express, Weddings, Graduations, 
Picnics and so much more. We can customize 

any event to fit your needs and budget. 
Call our event planner today!

Visit us at www.joesgourmentcatering.com 
or call Laura at 248-477-4333 x226

Save $1.00

Joe’s Party Dips
Buffalo Chicken, Krab, Jj}
Spinach Bacon Ranch lb
Save $1.00

oJ? iore^acQ
2 4 8 - 4 7 7 - 4 3 1 1  d  Hours:Tues-Sun 8-6* Cli

Joe’s Fresh Roasted Coffee
Flavor of the Week:
S u p p e r  
S u n d a e
Save $1.00_____________ U  lb
A n g ies  ^  Q
H o l l id r iz z le  $ 1  99 
P o p c o r n __________ “

Chocolate Bars $  "1 99 
& Truffles x  &up

$ 1 ^ 9  E n g l i s l i ^  $ g 99 
T o ffe e  ea
m E H s u a a a

$ i  A 9 9
Sa ve $5.00_____________________________ X U  btl

C a ’  M o m i  , ^  n n
R o s s o  d i  N a p a  $ Q 9 9

S a m o a
B a r

Sa ve  $4.00

Redskin z h v o o
Potato Salad
Save $1.00  1D

Hearty Beef Chili & 
White Bean Chicken Chili

O n i o n  H o n e y
B u n s  ^  P u m p e r n i c k e l

$ 0 9 9  $ 0 9 9
A  4pif J U

D i s e n o
Closed Mon. M a l b e c

Save $4.00 *11"  1

P i z z a

R o l l s

H o m e m a d e
G r a n o l a

$ 2 "  2/$4
4oz

Angry Orchard Ciders $ g 99 
Leinenkugel 
Stella Artois $ 7 H
Bell’s Smitten j 

G o ld en  R ye  A le

http://www.joesgourmentcatering.com
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LO CAL PLAYER M A K E S  GO O D

M A N D Y G ETSCH M A N  | PLYM O U TH  W H A LER S

Plymouth Whalers defenseman Tyler Sensky signs an autograph for seventh-grader Marissa Getschman during a recent postgame skate.

H O M E-G R O W N
Compuware’s always been place to be for Canton’s Sensky, now a Whalers defenseman

By Tim  Sm ith
S ta ff  W riter

Things are coming full 
circle for Plymouth Whalers 
defenseman Tyler Sensky and 
he doesn’t mind one bit.

After a recent afternoon 
Ontario Hockey League game 
at Compuware Arena, the 
17-year-old Canton native 
skated with hockey-loving 
youngsters as part of Kids 
Day festivities.

It wouldn’t have been sur
prising if Sensky had a flash
back to when he was 6 or 7 
years old, a member of the 
Whalers fan club joyously 
mingling with players like 
Ryan Ramsay or John Vigi
lante — incidentally, a cur
rent assistant coach with 
Plymouth.

“It was probably my big
gest dream as a kid (to play 
for the Whalers),” the quiet- 
but-personable Sensky said.
“I mean, I came here, 
watched almost every game, 
was part of the fan club.

“I grew up watching some 
of the best players go through 
here, so playing at this high 
of level for the team I 
watched is an amazing feat.”

Fan from  the start
Sensky — in his first full 

season playing for the very 
team he cheered for as a kid 
— has been behind the Whal
ers right from the start of his 
life, whether he knew it then 
or not.

“I was here for the first 
game that they played here 
(1997-98),” he said. “I was a 
baby; my mom brought me. 
We’d always come from then 
on out. So I started to remem
ber games when I was prob
ably 4.

“My favorite Whaler prob
ably would be Ryan Ramsay. I 
always thought of him as a 
great guy, hard-working out 
there, a captain for us. Al
ways was my favorite play
er.”

See SENSKY, Page B3

M A N D Y G ETSCH M A N  | PLYM O U TH  W H A LER S

Always comfortable on the Compuware Arena ice, Tyler Sensky of the 
Whalers skates with fans following a recent game. Sensky was a member 
of the Whalers fan club when he was a youngster.

O BSERVERLAND
WRESTLING
TO URN AM EN T

Plymouth 
set to  

defend 
2014 

mat title
John Glenn seen 

as tourney favorite

By Ed W right
Sta ff W riter

Several intriguing questions 
will be answered at Saturday’s 
24th annual Observerland 
Wrestling Tournament, which 
is set to begin at 9 a.m. in the 
Livonia Churchill gymnasium.

Can 2014 champion and 
first-time winner Plymouth 
repeat?

Will perennial power Novi 
Detroit Catholic Central bring 
its ‘A’ team?

Do the surging Rockets 
from Westland John Glenn 
have enough fuel to outlast the 
talent-stocked roster of teams 
that attend the event every 
January?

John Glenn head coach Bill 
Polk isn’t sure about the first 
two questions, but he’s pretty 
confident about the third.

“I think we should win it,” 
said Polk, whose team has 
rocketed to a 21-3 record. “If 
CC’s ‘A’ team is there, they’ll 
probably be the favorite, but I 
still think we have a shot at 
beating them. We’ll see.”

Plymouth head coach Quinn 
Guernsey views the Rockets 
as the favorite. But he expects 
his team to be in the hunt.

“We should do all right at 
Observerland,” Guernsey said. 
“I don’t think we will have the 
firepower to win it, but we 
definitely should finish near 
the top. Michael Jordan, Dylan 
Dwyer and Hussein Youssef 
all have very good chances of 
winning the tournament.

“Collin Reed and Isiah Ber
ry have been wrestling very 
well lately and should contend. 
Sterling and Spencer Schiftar 
should also place and could 
make the finals if they have 
good days.”

Fourteen teams competed 
in last year’s tournament, a 
slightly lower number than 
normal.

“I think one reason teams 
choose not to attend is that 
there are so many big tourna
ments this time of year and 
the same teams are at each 
one,” Polk said. “You don’t 
want to wrestle against the 
same guys every week.”

See WRESTLING, Page B2

CMPTM£e

JO H N  KEM SKI | EXPRESS PH OTO

Getting set to snap a shot on the Regina goal is PCS Penguins forward 
Shannon Schuit, who scored twice Tuesday.

break the ice in 4-1 win
PREP GIRLS H OCKEY

Penguins
Victory is confidence 

booster for team , players
By Tim  Sm ith

Sta ff W riter

For long stretches Tuesday 
night, the Plymouth-Canton- 
Salem Penguins varsity girls 
hockey team skated circles 
around Regina at Arctic Edge 
Arena.

Plenty of shots were direct
ed at Regina goaltender Alex 
LaRue but, for a long time, 
nothing got past her.

Throw in the little fact that

Regina scored the lone goal of 
the first period and the slump
ing Penguins — trying to stop a 
three-game losing streak — 
might have thought“here we 
go again.” PCS trailed after one 
period despite a 17-2 edge in 
shots.

But then PCS forward Shan
non Schuit scored at 4:20 of the 
second period, cutting in from 
the left wing. Schuit was reject
ed by LaRue on her first try, 
but she stuffed in her own re
bound.

Eventually, the Penguins 
went in front on a goal by cap
tain Megan Brace with about 10

minutes left in the final period 
and PCS went on to a 4-1 Michi
gan Metro Girls High School 
Hockey League victory.

“We’ve been struggling to 
score goals for the last couple 
weeks,” PCS head coach Jenna 
Donnelly said. “So it was finally 
nice to get one. We keep 
preaching you get one and 
eventually it’s going to start 
coming.

“We had to adjust a little 
here and there and we were 
able to capitalize.”

The Penguins (6-6) had to

See PENGUINS, Page B2
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Duhl taking on new 
coaching challenge

He steps down 
from Salem girls 

soccer helm
By Tim  Sm ith

S ta ff W riter

Scott Duhl is leaving 
Salem’s varsity girls 
soccer team — again — 
less than a year after a 
dramatic community 
outpouring of support 
helped him get reinstat
ed.

But this isn’t a case of 
Duhl willingly walking 
away from the Rocks, he 
emphasized during a 
telephone interview 
Tuesday.

Duhl, also a longtime 
coach with the Michigan 
Wolves-Hawks Soccer 
Club, resigned because 
he was given the oppor
tunity to take over the 
coveted Hawks U18 
Academy team.

It had nothing to do 
with the 2014 saga where 
he was unjustly fired and 
then re-hired as Salem’s 
girls coach.

“I wasn’t actually 
trying to step away, espe-

Duhl

dally with 
the stuff 
that went 
on last 
year,”
Duhl said.
"... I felt 
like I owed 
it not only 
to the
players, but some of the 
community for going to 
bat for me (to continue 
this season).

“But the end goal is 
either to be a director in 
the club or potentially 
coach a college team. 
This is pretty much a 
no-brainer in terms of a 
bigger role.”

Salem’s recently hired 
athletic director, Brian 
Samulski, concurred that 
Duhl left the girls pro
gram on the best of 
terms. Duhl still is the 
Salem boys soccer coach.

“I would like to thank 
Scott for all his time and 
effort he put into the 
girls soccer program at 
Salem,” noted Samulski, 
in an e-mail to the Ob
server. “He had a great 
impact on the girls he 
coached and will he be 
missed. I wish him the 
best of luck with his

Academy team.”
Duhl’s new team is 

part of the U.S. Soccer 
Development Academy, 
an elite program “to try 
to improve the environ
ment that the kids are in, 
get them kind of training 
together. It’s also another 
tool to identify top play
ers for national teams.” 

Duhl also will coach 
three other Wolves 
(boys) and Hawks (girls) 
club teams that train in 
Livonia and Wixom.

So with time demands 
needed to adequately 
coach four club teams, 
adding the Rocks to the 
mix would have been too 
much to take on.

“I could be there like 
half-time, or part-time,” 
Duhl said. “It wouldn’t be 
fair to the girls for me to 
do that.”

Duhl did say he will 
miss Salem, too.

“I think this is the 
first year where talent- 
wise, Salem could poten
tially have the most tal
ent at the Park,” Duhl 
said. “... I’m just hoping 
they can have a good 
year.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
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Celebrating after scoring the tie-breaking goal Tuesday night 
is captain Megan Brace (right) of the PCS Penguins. Helping 
her celebrate is Lizzy O'Donohue.

PENGUINS
Continued from Page B1

grind it out even after 
taking the lead, however.

Brace had just put PCS 
in front when she tapped 
in a puck from the Regina 
goal crease, after line- 
mate Lizzy O’Donohue hit 
the post with an attempt.

But right off the ensu
ing faceoff, Regina’s 
Haley Brach broke in on 
Penguins goalie Kaitlyn 
Isom, who came through 
with a clutch save at a 
key moment.

Although PCS outshot 
Regina 44-8, Isom played 
well after the first shot 
she saw in the game (tak
en by Isabelle Thibault) 
got past her.

“She made a couple 
huge saves that would 
have changed the differ
ence of the game had 
they gone in,” Donnelly 
said. “She looked strong.
... It’s hard when you 
haven’t played in a month 
to come in and get back 
into the game.”

The Penguins added 
some breathing room at 
8:50, when Schuit scored 
her second of the game.

Brianna Waggoner 
skated around the Regina 
net and sent a perfect 
centering pass to Schuit, 
whose low shot found the 
mark. Also assisting was 
Gabby Godre.

“I’m not sure, both of 
them were kind of fluky,” 
Schuit said about which 
goal she liked better. “It’s

nice.”
“(Schuit) has been on a 

dry spell,” Donnelly said. 
“I think she’s gone the 
last six or seven games 
without a goal. She start
ed so strong, I think she 
had 13 in the first five and 
she hasn’t scored since 
until tonight.

“So we kept telling her 
to keep shooting, all you 
need is that one goal and 
eventually they’ll start 
going in.”

Schuit then set up the 
final goal of the night, 
scored at 11:36 on a back
hander from the slot by 
Michelle Cirino.

“She’s a little fireball; 
she just goes,” Donnelly 
said about Cirino. 
“There’s never a day 
where she’s not going. I 
thought she had an in

credible game today.
“She scored a goal for 

us and we expect big 
things out of her.” 

Donnelly added that 
the team got a lift out of 
Brace getting a goal. 
Brace missed all of De
cember due to an injury.

“Seeing her score that 
goal was good for her, it 
will be a confidence- 
booster,” the coach said. 
“I think the whole team 
felt it, too.”

The Penguins now 
gear up for Senior Night 
at 7:30 p.m. Thesday at 
Arctic Edge. But who the 
opponent will be is yet to 
be determined.

According to Donnelly, 
originally scheduled Port 
Huron might leave the 
league. If that happens, 
PCS will host Northville.

V .

You know our names.
Now we've added a new one.

Introducing Michigan.com, the state's largest 
media and marketing company. We deliver the 
trusted brands of Michigan's largest audience, 
combined with proven research, creative, strategy 

and marketing expertise.

It's time to put the full power of Michigan's 
largest local media and marketing company to 
work for you. We are your one partner, with one 

purpose—to help your business grow.

No one knows Michigan like we do. 
We're Michigan.com

Interested in how we can help you 
grow your business?

Give us a call (248-926-2219) or visit our new website 
at Michigan.com. We'd like to hear from you!

WRESTLING
Continued from Page B1

Livonia Franklin head 
coach Dave Chiola ex
pects a wide-open race if 
the Shamrocks don’t 
bring their top squad.

“If CC brings their ‘A’ 
team, they will be the 
clear-cut favorites,” 
Chiola said. “Otherwise 
there will be many teams 
that will vie for the top 
spot, including John 
Glenn and Plymouth. 
Churchill will make 
some noise, along with 
Salem. I haven’t seen 
some of the teams yet 
this year, but every team 
usually has one or two 
individuals that do well.

“It’s been one of my 
favorite tournaments 
since we started it over 
20 years ago. The coach
es and kids all know each 
other really well, so 
there’s a lot of heated 
competition. I think we’ll 
have some kids that will 
do pretty well; we’ll have 
some other kids that will 
see how much they need 
to improve. With the 
exception of the Wayne 
County tournament and 
KLAA, we see a lot of 
rematches at this point

of the year.”
Farmington Harrison 

seniors Michael Volyany- 
uk and Dan Allor can be 
expected to do well in 
this year’s tournament.

Volyanyuk was the 
112-pound champion last 
year and will be among 
the favorites at 119. He is 
25-0 with 18 pins and is 
ranked in the state by 
michigangrappler.com.

“I think 119 pounds is 
going to be one of the 
toughest weight classes 
at the tournament,” Har
rison coach Jon Herstein 
said. “As a returning 
champion, I am sure 
Mike is looking forward 
to the challenge.”

Allor, who finished 
third at 130 last year, 
boasts a 24-2 record that 
includes 10 pins and also 
is state-ranked at 135.

“Dan is a strong wres
tler who continues to 
improve every week,” 
Herstein said. “He is 
capable of winning this 
tournament.”

Harrison seniors Ryan 
Boynton (17-7) and Mar- 
keith Hunt (17-6) also 
will be competitive at 140 
and 215, respectively.

Others who could do 
well are Austin Crutch
field (125), Dominic 
Shepherd (160) and Di

vine Filemu (171).
“Austin has a great 

workout partner in Mike 
Volyanyuk,” Herstein 
said. “Dominic is coming 
back from being sick, 
but has been coming on 
as of late.

“Divine has made 
tremendous progress as 
the season has gone on. 
As a freshman who is 
14-9, he could be some
one who sneaks up on 
people in his weight 
class.”

Farmington seniors 
Jesse Jones (130), Chase 
Walkowiak (112) and 
Manny Sanchez (285) and 
junior Dan Manier (103) 
will be contenders at 
their respective weights.

“All have high expec
tations and should do 
well barring injuries,” 
Falcons coach A1 Beyar 
said. “The Observer tour
nament always produces 
all-state wrestlers and 
it’s a good prelude to the 
upcoming state competi
tion.”

Jones (29-3) was the 
runner-up at 130 last 
year; Walkowiak (16-8) 
was fourth at 103. Manier 
takes a 29-1 record into 
the tournament, Sanchez 
a 19-7 record.

ewright@hometownlife. com
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Slumping
Blue-collar effort not 
enough for Plymouth 

as scoring 
disappears

By Tim  Sm ith
Sta ff W riter

Time is quickly running out 
on the Plymouth Whalers in 
their quest to get back in the 
Ontario Hockey League playoff 
race, especially if they con
tinue with their recent two 
steps forward, two steps back 
routine.

Plymouth head coach Don 
Elland is fully aware of that as 
he sat glumly in his office at 
Compuware Arena following 
his team’s 3-0 loss to Guelph.
On the heels of Friday’s 5-1 
defeat at Niagara, all of a sud
den a two-game winning streak 
segued into a two-game slide.

“We know that every game 
is our most important game of 
the year,” Elland said. “We’re 
talking about how we have to 
play playoff hockey the rest of 
the year. They know how im
portant it is, so I’m sure there 
is a little bit of added pressure.

“But that’s the spot we’ve 
got ourselves in and that’s the 
spot we got to dig ourselves out 
of.”

With 23 games remaining, 
the Whalers (15-26-2-1, 33 
points) fell 11 points behind 
Saginaw (21-23-1-1,44 points) 
for the eighth and final playoff 
spot in the OHL Western Con
ference. Saginaw lost 3-1 Sat
urday to Barrie.

Elland didn’t mince words 
about how the Whalers are 
having a tough time lighting
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Whalers can’t weather Storm in 3-0 loss

REN A LA V E R TY  | PLYM OUTH W H ALER S

Guelph's Tyler Bertuzzi (right) is stopped Saturday night on this scoring 
attempt by Plymouth Whalers goalie Alex Nedeljkovic at Compuware 
Arena.

the lamp, but he credited his 
team for how they battled the 
Storm (26-17-2-1, 55 points) for 
60 minutes before 2,481 fans.

“We worked hard and I 
thought we deserved better 
tonight,” Elland said. “We 
didn’t deserve better last night 
(against the IceDogs), they 
were way better than us. I 
thought tonight we deserved a 
better fate than losing 3-0.”

Goaltending clinic
Plymouth goaltender and 

Carolina Hurricanes prospect 
Alex Nedeljkovic and his 
Guelph counterpart, Justin 
Nichols, traded stops during 
the scoreless opening period.

Nedeljkovic was stellar 
early on as the Whalers killed 
off a penalty, making nine 
stops — several on the door
step — over the first half of the 
period. He made 15 saves in the 
period, while Nichols turned 
aside all 12 Plymouth shots.

With about four minutes to 
go in the first, Nedeljkovic got 
a leg on a one-timer taken from 
the left circle by forward Jason 
Dickinson.

Plymouth had plenty of near 
misses at the offensive end. 
Early in the second period, 
defenseman and Canton native 
Tyler Sensky made a bid for his 
first career OHL goal. His shot 
from the right circle squeaked 
between Nichols’ goalie pads, 
but the puck did not cross the 
line.

Guelph then broke the 0-0 
tie with 14:08 to play in the 
second, when Dickinson and 
winger Givani Smith skated up 
the gut on a two-on-one rush.

From between the circles, 
Dickinson sent a short pass 
over to Smith, who cruised in 
on Nedeljkovic and slipped a

backhander into the Plymouth 
net.

Then with about 13 minutes 
remaining, Whalers forward 
Vincent Scognamiglio had a 
scoring chance handed to him 
when the Storm turned the 
puck over in their zone. Scog- 
namiglio’s one-timer was 
kicked away by Nichols, who 
stopped all 29 Plymouth shots.

Nedeljkovic (32 saves) also 
was stellar to that point, get
ting in front of a dangerous 
attempt by winger Tyler Ber
tuzzi and later snuffing for
ward Luke Burghardt’s wrap
around bid.

Taking advantage
Sensky, making the most of 

extra playing time given him 
following the loss of defense- 
man Sean Callaghan to a shoul
der injury Friday night, then 
gave Compuware fans a chance 
to get out of their seats.

About two minutes into the

third period, Sensky put a seri
ous body check on forward 
Marc Stevens. The hit bowled 
over Stevens along the boards 
near Plymouth’s bench.

“(Sensky), the game has 
slowed down for him,” Elland 
said. “He’s got confidence, he’s 
playing the way he should play. 
He’s playing with a little bit of 
an edge and he’s keeping the 
game simple.”

The back-breaker for the 
Whalers came with 11:47 re
maining. Forward Tyler Hill’s 
long wrist shot from just inside 
the Plymouth blue line floated 
over Nedeljkovic’s shoulder to 
make it 2-0.

It appeared the goalie was 
screened on the shot, but El
land noted he wasn’t able to get 
a good look at the play from his 
vantage point.

“Guys were standing up and 
I couldn’t see,” Elland said. “I 
don’t know if it was tipped or 
not. Whether it was tipped or

not, you!re not going to win 
games if you don’t score 
goals.”

Bertuzzi sealed the win for 
Guelph at 18:44 with an empty- 
netter. He stripped the puck 
from a Plymouth player in the 
Whalers’ zone and hit the tar
get from the left circle, while 
falling to the ice. It was Bertuz- 
zi’s 30th goal of the season.

Stay the course
Meanwhile, pucks might not 

be going into the opponent’s net 
right now, but Plymouth for
ward Cullen Mercer said the 
team is still confident that it 
can contend for the final play
off spot.

“It’s pretty good. We’ve been 
playing a lot better lately here 
since the trade deadline,” Mer
cer said about the level of the 
team’s confidence. “We’ve 
really come together and 
turned it on.

“A couple losses, but we 
played good today. So we just 
got to focus on the positives 
and keep building off that.”

The Whalers will look to get 
back on track Thursday at 
Saginaw. They’ll then host 
Belleville and Windsor at 7 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, re
spectively.

“We just got to stay the 
course,” Elland said. “I don’t 
know how many games we 
have left, 20, 21, 23. We’ve got 
to play hard every game and 
hopefully the breaks will start 
going our way.

“Let’s face it, we don’t make 
excuses here, but we haven’t 
had a ton of breaks this year. 
Maybe the last 20 games we’ll 
start getting some breaks.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Competing during a recent Plymouth Whalers game is defenseman Tyler 
Sensky, who was a fan of the OHL team from a very young age.

Wildcats clinch 
KLAA South

Plymouth’s hockey team con
tinued a stingy string Saturday 
against opponents’ power-play 
chances.

The Wildcats fought off a five- 
minute shorthanded situation in 
overtime to preserve a 1-1 tie 
against Cranbrook at the Arctic 
Edge Arena. This shorthanded 
effort was Plymouth’s 24th con
secutive successful penalty kill 
that prevented one of the state’s 
powerhouses from scoring the 
winning goal.

“No doubt it was a group ef
fort,” Plymouth head coach Gerry 
Vento said. “All four lines were 
involved in the game and all de
fensemen were called upon and 
did their job.”

Plymouth’s overall record 
stands at 11-3-1. With the team’s 
8-1 conference record and Sa
lem’s 3-3 tie Saturday with Brigh
ton, the Wildcats clinched the 
Kensington Lakes Activities As
sociation’s South Division title.

Senior goalie Erik Vanden- 
Bosch was stellar all night with 
33 saves, including several while 
his team was shorthanded in over
time. In his last two games, he 
faced Hancock and Cranbrook, 
two of the top teams in Division 3, 
and stopped 57 of 59 shots.

“He followed up a great game 
against Hancock, where he bailed 
us out in the third period so we 
could get a win, and I thought he 
was even better (Saturday),” 
Vento said. “In that five-minute 
stretch in overtime, he showed 
why I think he is one of the best 
high school goalies in the state.”

VandenBosch said he expected 
the Cranes to come out strong.

“We had to come out strong as 
well and we stayed with them 
through the whole game, battling 
through everything they threw at 
us,” he said.

The teams exchanged goals 
late in the second period. Cran
brook forward Sean O’Leary 
broke free and fired a wrist shot 
under the crossbar tb give the 
Cranes a 1-0 lead with 1:17 left in 
the period.

Plymouth responded with a 
give-and-go play by senior for
wards Simon Nesich and Drew 
Brace resulting with Nesich’s 
sixth goal of the season with 10 
seconds left in the period.

Each team had a power-play 
chance in the third period, plus 
Plymouth had a wild flurry in 
front the Cranbrook goal with a 
couple of pokes at a loose puck in 
the final minute of regulation, but 
Cranes goaltender Nolan Rogow 
was up to the task.

The Wildcats have been solid 
defensively this month, giving up 
only seven goals in seven games. 
Vento praised his team’s tenacity 
in the defensive zone.

“Guys are outworking the 
opponent and sacrificing their 
body to get the job done,” Vento 
said. “When you have great goal
tending and outstanding penalty 
killing, it gives you an opportuni
ty to win.”

SENSKY
Continued from Page B1

Now, there certainly must 
be some little hockey fans 
holding Sensky in that same 
high regard.

“I love meeting fans, get
ting to know them,” said 
Sensky, the youngest of 
Brenda and Scott Sensky’s 
two children and a Canton 
High School student. “I actu
ally did some of the summer 
camps and did parades for 
the Whalers.

“Seeing the kids that went 
to the camps and now they’re 
back out here skating with 
us, it’s always great to talk to 
them again and see what 
they’ve been up to.”

On the radar
There is no doubt about 

what Sensky has been up to 
this season. He is making 
new fans — young and old — 
with every shift, every game 
for the Whalers.

Certainly, he’s always had 
one in Whalers first-year 
head coach Don Elland, who 
also coached Sensky with the 
Compuware U16 team in 
2012-13.

“A couple years ago when 
I was filling in for a coach 
the last couple months of the 
season, Tyler was a defense- 
man on that team,” Elland 
said. “I thought he was an 
underrated defenseman. 
They had a lot of high-end, 
offensive-skilled defense- 
men.

“He was a solid, stay-at- 
home defenseman with a 
really smart understanding 
of the game.”

Elland, then an assistant 
coach for Mike Vellucci, 
recommended to the long
time Plymouth coach-GM 
that he draft Sensky in the 
2013 OHL Priority Selection.

“We were looking for a 
defenseman,” Elland said. “I 
don’t know which round, 
eighth or ninth round, and 
Mike asked me what my 
thoughts were and I went to 
bat for Tyler.

Salem and Brighton 
played to a 3-3 varsity boys 
hockey tie Saturday in a 
game that featured shifts in 
momentum and lead changes.

The Rocks trailed 2-0 in 
the first period at the Ken
sington Valley Ice House, but 
rallied with two goals in the 
second and went up 3-2 in the 
third.

But Salem gave up the 
equalizer midway through 
the final period.

“I believed in him and I 
got to work with him for two 
months. I knew he could play 
in our league.”

In Hockeytow n
Vellucci picked Sensky in 

the 12th round. Nearly two 
years later, with the 5-11, 
190-pound Sensky having 
more than 40 OHL games 
under his belt, Elland hasn’t 
changed his original assess
ment.

“Every team needs good, 
solid two-way defensemen 
that will play five-on-five, kill 
penalties,” Elland said. “Not 
only that, I’d be shocked if a 
year or two from now he’s 
not an assistant captain on 
this team because he’s a 
great leader. He’s a great 
kid.”

Sensky made his OHL

“Overall, I thought we did 
a good job of limiting Brigh
ton’s quality and second 
chance opportunities,” Salem 
head coach Ryan Ossenmach- 
er said. “Dillon (Phillips) 
made some timely saves.”

Phillips stopped 32 of 
Brighton’s 35 shots. His 
counterpart, Jimmy Milletics 
made 15 stops.

Scoring for the Rocks 
(8-5-3 overall, 4-2-3 in the 
KLAA South Division) were 
Marty Mills, Noah Wilier and 
Noah Saad (who also had an 
assist).

debut during the 2013-14 
season, coming over from the 
Honeybaked U18 team at 
mid-season and appearing in 
six contests.

One of those games was in 
the cold, snow and rain at 
Comerica Park, as part of the 
Hockeytown Winter Classic.

“Playing at Comerica was 
definitely probably my big
gest achievement and high
light playing for the Whal
ers,” Sensky said, adding that 
beating London in a shootout 
was icing on the cake. “I still 
can’t believe how lucky I was 
to play outdoors with the 
team.

“It was a once-in-a-life- 
time chance, especially at 
Comerica.”

His ascendant career has 
been pretty sweet, too, espe
cially since he’s been home

tie against
A sputtering power play 

cost the Rocks a chance to 
beat Brighton.

“We failed to convert on a 
five-on-three opportunity,” 
Ossenmacher said. “To win a 
game against a team the cali
ber of Brighton, you need to 
capitalize on those type of 
opportunities.”

With Salem’s tie, Plymouth 
(12-3-1, 8-1-0) clinched the 
division.

“We need to continue 
learning how to play with a 
lead,” Ossenmacher said. “We 
have led in every game but

for virtually all of it. He’s 
played for the Farmington 
Hills Fire, which later be
came the Suburban Stars.

“That was travel; I was 
about 8 or 9,” Sensky said. 
“And then I went to Compu
ware (youth hockey pro
gram) for five years.”

There are many players 
who have graduated from the 
Compuware youth program 
to the Whalers, such as Far
mington Hills native Alex 
Aleardi (now playing in the 
American Hockey League).

Canton’s James Wisniew
ski has carved out an impres
sive NHL career.

Living the dream
But few have embraced 

the local connection as 
warmly as Sensky has. It’s 
simply been a dream come 
true to be able to play high- 
level hockey in his home
town.

Canton is home to a tradi
tion of outstanding high 
school football, but Sensky 
never really gravitated to 
that sport. It’s always been 
about pucks..

"A funny picture we have 
in my family (archive) is my 
dad gave me a football and a 
hockey stick,” he said, smil
ing. “I just started hitting the 
football around with a hock
ey stick. I never really 
caught on to football, but I 
loved hockey.”

Meanwhile, Sensky has to 
pinch himself to remember 
where he is now and where 
he used to be. He’s still hang
ing out at Compuware Arena.

“When I learned I skate, I 
did it at Compuware,” Sensky 
said, looking out onto the ice 
during the recent postgame 
Kids Skate. “Half the ice 
would be for hockey players 
and half the ice for would be 
for kids learning to skate.

“And I’d always go down 
to the other end to play hock
ey when I was done with my 
lesson. It was fun.”

That hasn’t changed for 
Sensky in the past decade.

tsmith@hometownlife. com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

Brighton
two this year.

“Learning to win is a proc
ess and we’ve had some 
bumps in the road in recent 
games.

“I am confident as we 
mature as a team it will 
come. Playing good teams 
night in and night out only 
helps that process.”

The Rocks will do just that 
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday at Arc
tic Edge in Canton, when they 
face Plymouth.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

PREP BOYS HOCKEY

Salem skates to 3-3
By Tim  Sm ith

Sta ff W riter

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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K LA A  CENTRAL DIVISION BOWLING

LOCAL SPORTS

R o c k s  p i n  l o s s  o n  d i v i s i o n
Rocks maintain lead 

at top of KLAA 

Central; Canton 
defeats Plymouth

By Tim Smith
Sta ff W riter

State title hopefuls Salem 
and Canton have bigger fish to 
fry this season than late Janu
ary dual matches against divi
sion foes.

But those varsity boys bowl
ing teams — along with West- 
land John Glenn — still got 
busy Monday at Super Bowl in 
Canton, trying to knock down 
plenty of pins while knocking 
their respective rivals down a 
peg or two in the KLAA Cen
tral Division standings.

Undefeated Salem (11-0 
overall, 7-0 in the KLAA Cen
tral) needed some magic in the 
10th frame of the second reg
ular match to rally for a 15.5- 
14.5 victory over the always- 
tough Rockets in one of the 
afternoon’s match-ups.

“We actually were in the 
closest match we’ve been in 
since I’ve been a coach, which 
is six years,” Salem co-coach 
Glenn Clark said. “After the 
Bakers, we were down 6-4 and 
then we came back.

“In the second game, we 
were down by 43 pins. So we 
either had to get four bowlers 
out of the five to win and also 
win the game by 43 pins or 
more. And we did both.”

Clark said the match came 
down to the final bowler, senior 
co-captain Tyler Ridgeway 
(199-213-412).

TIM  SM ITH
Salem senior co-captains (from left) Tony Przytulski and Tyler Ridgeway helped the Rocks defeat Westland John 
Glenn on Monday at Super Bowl in Canton.

“He threw a double and we 
won the match,” Clark said.

Late push
Ridgeway said it was a huge 

comeback win for Salem.
“We just really needed it, we 

were really behind on John 
Glenn,” Ridgeway said. 
“They’re a good team; we were 
right with them. It’s an even 
match. We needed a little push 
and I gave our team that and it 
just gave us the hope and the 
drive we needed.”

Others joining in for Salem 
included Brendan Kwopis 
(210-187-397), Mitchell Ruci- 
nek (175-196-371), senior co
captain Tony Przytulski (169- 
185-354) and Zach Gonyea 
(177-175-352).

“It was a team effort, defi

nitely the whole team pulled 
together in that last game,” 
Clark said. “We carried the 
lead throughout the game and 
then in the eighth and ninth 
frames, we started to have a 
few split problems.

“We let them back into it a 
little bit. But in the 10th frame, 
they all came to play and got 
the job done.”

Although Przytulski noted 
he struggled for the most part 
Monday, he and his teammates 
persevered enough to rally.

“That was a tough one,” 
Przytulski said. “I was strug
gling a little bit. But I ... did my 
best and stuck with it.”

In the Canton-Plymouth 
dual, the Chiefs (8-2,5-2) dom
inated from start to finish, 
earning a 28-2 victory.

“It’s been a good year so 
far,” Canton head coach Karl 
Brubaker said. “The match 
today was good. We were miss
ing one of our better bowlers 
today, Mitch Zelenak was sick 
today.

“But I have good kids and 
someone else stepped in. Teddy 
Lang stepped in and so did my 
freshman, D.J. Jablonski.”

Leading the Chiefs with a 
210-266^76 scoreline was 
Tyler Pozan, while Josh Cris- 
centi (222-173-395) and Jacob 
Peltz (223-160-383) both had 
solid showings.

Canton senior captain Aaron 
Madsen rolled 225 in his only 
game.

Top bowlers for Plymouth 
(4-6,2-5) were Bryce Smith 
(253-158^11), Kevin Shimko

hom etow nlife.com

f o e s
(178-171-349) and Jordan Or- 
zech (202-142-344).

“We got a young team. We’re 
still struggling,” Plymouth 
head coach Scott Kapke said. 
“We had a good win last week 
against Novi. Some growing 
pains, for sure.”

Girls recap
Also at Super Bowl, KLAA 

Central girls teams squared 
off. Only Canton left with a 
victory among Plymouth-Can- 
ton Educational Park teams.

The Chiefs (6-4,4-3) bested 
Plymouth, 24-6, paced by an
other outstanding performance 
by senior Meghan Macunovich 
(231-215-446).

Chipping in for Canton were 
Megan Peldo (176-152-328) and 
Maranda McMaster (166- 
134-300).

For the Wildcats (1-9,0-7), 
the leading scorer was Nicole 
Marshall, with a 172-127-299 
tally. Lauren Vincent regis
tered a 145-129-274 series and 
Elizabeth Nicholson had a 248 
series.

Salem (2-8,1-6) dropped a 
24-6 decision to perennial state 
powerhouse John Glenn (11-0, 
7-0), despite good showings 
from Rachel Lopez (180- 
178-358), Brynna Samuels 
(169-175-344) and Leah Boucha 
(331 series).

“The girls were very tough,” 
Clark said. “For an over
matched team, they did very 
well. They competed, they won 
a Baker game. I couldn’t be 
more proud of our girls.

“They went up against a 
buzz-saw today and they 
bowled really well.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmithJports

COLLEGE BASKETBALL M EN 'S  BASKETBALL

Crusaders women derailed in overtime

JA Y  NICHO LS | LAW REN CE TECH ATH LETICS

Madonna's Lizzy Otten (right) scored 11 points in Saturday's 86-82 overtime loss at Lawrence Tech.

The Madonna University 
women’s basketball team 
had its 10-game Wolverine- 
Hoosier Athletic Conference 
win streak abruptly come to 
an end Saturday courtesy of 
host Lawrence Tech, which 
pulled out an 86-82 overtime 
triumph at Ridler Field- 
house.

The No. 22-ranked Cru
saders, who slipped to 13-7 
overall and 12-2 in the 
WHAC, missed a pair of 
layups during the final 16 
seconds of regulation play 
that could have clinched the 
victory.

Allison Kitchen’s offen
sive rebound put-back with 
38 seconds remaining sent 
the game into OT tied at 
69-all and the Blue Devils 
went on to outscore MU 17-13 
during the five-minute extra 
session.

The teams were tied at 
36-all at halftime. The Blue 
Devils outrebounded Madon
na by a whopping 48-29 mar
gin.

Haley Walkowski came 
off the bench to score 19 
points for Lawrence Tech, 
which evened its record at 
9-9 overall and 7-7 in the 
WHAC.

Hali Butler added 18 
points and 16 rebounds, 
while Alex Ruster contrib
uted 15 points and nine 
boards.

Madonna junior guard 
Michele Hayes (Southfield- 
Lathrup), a transfer from 
Oakland University, finished 
with a game-high 28 points 
(on ll-of-28 shooting). The 
Inkster native also had five 
assists.

Rachel Melcher (Birming
ham Marian) added 16 points 
and nine rebounds, while 
Justice Dean (Garden City) 
contributed 14 points. Lind
sey Hernden and Lizzy Otten 
each scored 11.

MU shot 28-of-68 from the 
floor (41 percent), including

10-of-23 from beyond the 
arc, to go with 16-of-22 from 
the foul line (73 percent).

The Blue Devils were 
32-of-59 from the floor (54.2 
percent) and 17-of-28 from 
the foul line (54.2 percent).

MADONNA 70, LAW
RENCE TECH 65: Senior 
guard Shaun Duncan scored 
16 points to lead four players 
in double figures Saturday

as visiting Madonna Univer
sity (9-13,5-9) held off Law
rence Tech (4-18,1-13) during 
the second half for a WHAC 
men’s basketball victory.

Senior center Donald 
Owens came off the bench to 
add 12 points and six re
bounds as MU won it second 
straight. Chris Dierker (Sa
lem) and Khalil Malone add
ed 11 and 10 points, respec

tively.
Jon Harden scored 16 

points and Robbie Geoghe- 
gan added 13 off the bench 
for the Blue Devils, who 
trailed 31-20 at halftime.

The Crusaders shot 49 
percent from the field (25- 
of-51) and 70 percent from 
the foul line (14-of-20). They 
outrebounded Lawrence 
Tech, 40-28.

Detroit Red Wings Alumni play for charity March 21
The Detroit Red Wings 

Alumni will play the United 
Cerebral Palsy Pucksters in 
a charity hockey game at 6 
p.m. Saturday, March 21, at 
Viking Ice Arena in Hazel 
Park.

The event will benefit 
UCP/Detroit. All proceeds 
will be used to assist people 
with disabilities and their 
families in the metropolitan 
area.

The event begins at 4 p.m. 
with a sled-hockey exhibi
tion featuring the Michigan 
Sled Dogs and will be fol
lowed by the Red Wings

Alumni-UCP Pucksters 
game. An afterglow pizza 
party will follow the game.

Admission is $10 per per
son or $30 per family (maxi
mum five members). Chil
dren 5 and under will be 
admitted free. The after
glow pizza party is a $10 
donation.

There will be a silent 
auction at the game. Every
one can participate in a 50/50 
drawing or play “Chuck-A- 
Puck” to win prizes. The 
doors open at 3:30 p.m. to 
begin bidding on items.

UCP/Detroit is a local

nonprofit advocacy organi
zation representing the 
needs of all people with 
disabilities and their fam
ilies in metropolitan Detroit.

Eighty-five percent of 
every dollar raised from 
UCP special events is used 
for programs and services 
that benefit directly the 
people it serves.

The Detroit Red Wings 
Alumni Association, which is 
the oldest such organization 
in the NHL, plays around 30 
games a year to benefit 
worthy charities.

The alumni roster in

cludes such names as John 
Ogrodnick, Jimmy Carson, 
Craig Wolanan, Petr Klima, 
Danny Newman, Brent Fe- 
dyk, Pat Peake and fan fa
vorite Mickey Redmond.

The Red Wing Alumni 
have raised more than 
$230,000 over the past 14 
years for the disability com
munity.

Tickets can be purchase 
at the door or by contacting 
Tamara Kincaid at 248-557- 
5070, ext. 117, or tkin- 
caid@ucpdetroit.org. For 
more information, go to 
skatewithoutlimits.org.

Dierker gives MU 
cagers big lift

Chris Dierker came to the rescue 
late as the Madonna University 
men’s basketball team snapped its 
three-game losing streak Wednes
day night at home with a 72-66 win 
over Concordia University.

The Crusaders, who improved to 
8-13 overall and 4-9 in 
the Wolverine-Hoo- 
sier Athletic Confer
ence, had nine of 10 
players score led by 
the 6-foot-7 Dierker, 
who came off the 
bench to contribute 
13 points.

The red shirt 
freshman from Salem 
High scored a layup and converted a 
free throw after being fouled with 
4:27 remaining to give MU a 58-57 
advantage. And it was his three- 
pointer with 3:11 left followed by a 
layup with 2:52 remaining that put 
the Crusaders ahead to stay, 63-59.

Dierker also came up with a big 
steal which led to a Shaun Duncan 
layup with 1:14 remaining that 
sealed the victory.

Sophomore Dan Hall also added
13 points on 6-of-8 shooting from the 
floor, while Duncan, the senior 
guard, contributed eight points and 
a team-best eight rebounds.

MU led 31-23 at halftime and shot 
48.1 percent from the floor (25- 
of-52) despite hitting only 5-of-17 
three-point attempts.

Josh Fugate led Concordia (11-8, 
104) with 23 points, seven rebounds 
and four assists. Joe Remstad added
14 points and eight rebounds.

Madonna returns to WHAC play
beginning at 3 p.m. Saturday at Ma- 
rygrove College.

MADONNA 85, CONCORDIA 62: 
Second leading scorer Rachel Mel
cher went without a point for the 
first time in her career, but it didn’t 
matter as No. 22-ranked Madonna 
University (13-6,12-1) cruised to a 
WHAC women’s basketball win at 
Wednesday home over Concordia 
University (3-17, 2-12).

Junior transfer Michele Hayes 
(Oakland University), named WHAC 
Player of the Week for the third 
time this season, led the way once 
again with 23 points, four assists 
and five rebounds as the Crusaders 
remained one game behind unbeat
en and No. 2-ranked Davenport 
(19-0,13-0) in the conference stand
ings.

Freshman guard Lindsey Hern
den (Romeo) added 12 points, and 
sophomore forward Erin Menard 
(Churchill) chipped in 11 points and 
a team-best nine rebounds.

The Crusaders, who led 44-22 at 
halftime, also got eight points each 
off the bench from Sabrina Kent 
and Lizzy Otten to win their sixth 
straight.

The Cardinals got 13 points off 
the bench from Leah Charrette, 
while Kari Borowiak and Michelle 
Murnen added 10 and 11, respective
ly-

MU returns to conference action 
beginning at 1 p.m. Saturday at Ma- 
rygrove College.

f
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Home Builder Association 
taps new leaders for 2015

STEPHEN C A N TR ELL

The Home Builders Association of Southeastern Michigan focuses on residential construction

Home Builders Association of South
eastern Michigan (HBA) has announced 
its leadership team for 2015. The 2015 
Executive Committee includes:

» President — Norman Finkelstein, 
Norwood Homes, Ltd., Farmington Hills 

» First Vice President — James 
Clarke, Robertson 
Brothers Company,
Bloomfield Hills 

» Treasurer — Wil
liam Phillips, Wind
ham Development,
Inc., Bloomfield Hills 

» Secretary — Law
rence Cohen, Cohen- Finkelstein 
Homes.com, LLC,
Franklin

» Immediate Past President — Paul 
Aragona, Aragona Properties, Clinton 
Township

» Vice Presidents — David S. Compo, 
Compo Builders, Inc., Novi; Rino Soave, 
Infinity Homes Corporation, Livonia; 
Robert M. Tedesco of Silverado Homes, 
Birmingham; Ben Templeton of Temple
ton Building, Birmingham; Associate 
Vice President — Katie Hallett, TK De
sign & Architecture, Howell; CEO — 
Michael C. Stoskopf.

President Norman Finkelstein has 
developed subdivisions and condominium 
homes in southeastern Michigan for the 
past 26 years. His company, Norwood 
Homes, Ltd., specializes in land devel
opment, condominium conversions, cus
tom homes, remodeling, brokerage and 
corporate relocation services. The com
pany’s mission is to provide quality home 
ownership to as many families as pos
sible.

“We are fortunate to have Norm lead
ing our team for 2015,” said Michael Stos

kopf, HBA’s CEO. “He has been a valu
able asset to this organization for many 
years and we are counting on his ex
pertise to guide us through the coming 
year.”

Finkelstein also serves as president of 
HomeAid Southeastern Michigan and on 
the Board of Directors of the HBA Chari
table & Educational Foundation.

The Executive Committee is respon
sible for furthering the building indus
try’s relationship with municipal and 
county governments and providing repre
sentation in the state and national associ
ations. In addition, the Committee assists 
in overseeing HBA’s mission to provide 
education, information, programs, net

working, political action and all other 
activities that advance the building indus
try, while making the American dream of 
home ownership a reality for Michigan 
families.

Headquartered in West Bloomfield, 
Home Builders Association of SE Michi
gan (HBA) and Apartment Association of 
Michigan (AAM) are trade associations 
representing 800 builders, remodelers, 
multi-family property owners, devel
opers and suppliers to the single family 
and multi-family residential construction 
industry. HBA is affiliated with the Home 
Builders Association of Michigan in Lan
sing and the National Association of 
Home Builders in Washington, D.C.

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-OAKLAND COUNTY
These are the area residential real BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP 34016 Rhonswood St $73,000 44471 Midway Dr $315,000
estate closings recorded the week 2755 Ayershire Dr $649,000 27634 Wellington St $305,000 24429 Olde Orchard St $107,000
of Sept. 2-5, 2014, at the Oakland 2627 Brad way Blvd $800,000 24749 Westmoreland Dr $177,000 42195 Park Ridge Rd $220,000
County Register of Deeds office. 1021 Dowling Rd $435,000 25465 Wykeshire Rd $226,000 22351 Peachtree $134,000
Listed below are cities, addresses. 1861 Hunters Ridge Dr $285,000 FRANKLIN 45700 White Pines Dr $440,000

and s p Ips nrirps 3500 Sunnydale Rd $523,000 26450 Carol Ave $495,000 SOUTH LYON
Cl 1 IU  J U  1C  J  I J 1 IL .C J.

3805 W Maple Rd $420,000 HIGHLAND 24873 Carriage Ln $95,000
BEVERLY HILLS 4559 Wabeek Forest Dr $440,000 2150 Elkridge Cir $295,000 21111 Greenbriar Ln $375,000
16156 Locherbie Ave $410,000 COMMERCE TOWNSHIP 179 Gailes Ct $323,000 23805 Griswold Rd $110,000
BIRMINGHAM 209 Annison Dr $175,000 3259 Jackson Blvd $195,000 57248 Hidden Timbers Dr $263,000
1255 Bird Ave $612,000 2490 Baltimore Ct $278,000 3778 Taggett Lake Dr $205,000 57837 International Dr $375,000
1099 Canterbury St $395,000 1913 Cheshire Ln $476,000 MILFORD 1086 Paddock Dr $260,000
1638 Hazel St $262,000 5669 Strawberry Cir $60,000 2375 Bridle Trl $230,000 58906 Peters Barn Dr $395,000
1376 Humphrey Ave $560,000 FARMINGTON 1190 Eagle NestCt $340,000 22821 Spy Glass Hill Dr $420,000
2852 Manchester Rd $604,000 32020 Grand River Ave $60,000 2425 General Motors Rd $254,000 58678 Winnowing Cir S $76,000
885 N Old Woodward Ave $230,000 Unit 27 707 Pointe Ct $309,000 SOUTHFIELD
286 Pleasant St $435,000 32297 Leelane $169,000 NORTHVILLE 28075 Fairfax St $59,000
711 Rivenoak St $832,000 33725 Oakland St $140,000 20755 Normandy Ct $635,000 25559 Farmbrook Rd $35,000
327 Southfield Rd#15 $220,000 FARMINGTON HILLS 47945 Ravello Ct $1,230,000 21570 Hidden Rivers Dr S $40,000
2298 W Lincoln St $668,000 25538 Arden Park Dr $225,000 43475 Scenic Ln $425,000 19480 Hilton Dr $149,000
1286 Willow Ln $1,500,000 36780 Chesapeake Rd $283,000 43491 Scenic Ln $448,000 16115 Hilton St $180,000
35300 Woodward Ave # $148,000 31711 Dohany Dr $155,000 48867 Veneto Dr $155,000 18162 Melrose Ave $68,000
504 29190 Earth Ln $182,000 48868 Veneto Dr $182,000 28815 Murray Crescent Dr $170,000
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 29202 Earth Ln $101,000 NOVI 28588 Regent Ct S $52,000
1165 Ivyglen Cir $370,000 28312 Green Castle Rd $186,000 43050 12 Oaks Crescent $180,000 23895 Wendy Ln $158,000
776 Kingston Ct $74,000 33531 Heirloom Cir $70,000 Dr # 6066 WHITE LAKE
1999 Long Lake Shore Dr $670,000 38741 Lancaster Dr $133,000 50873 Almafi Ct $490,000 9640 Cooley Lake Rd $108,000
2442 Mulberry Sq#40 $79,000 29215 Marvin Rd $283,000 41418 Cornell Dr $208,000 9105 Huron Bluffs Dr $255,000
6078 Rocky Spring Rd $365,000 30790 Misty Pines Dr $164,000 40848 Coventry Rd $360,000 314 Lakeside Dr $320,000
67 Scenic Oaks Dr S $1,300,000 28145 Parkhill St $263,000 39560 Kartar Ln $85,000
6804 Spruce Dr $220,000 21415 Parklane St $278,000 40755 Ladene Ln $253,000
1225 Stuyvessant Rd $559,000 29738 Pine Ridge Cir $142,000 25695 Laramie Dr $515,000

HOMES SOLD/REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS-WAYNE COUNTY
These are the area residential real 
estate closings recorded the week 
of Sept. 22-26, 2014, at the Wayne 
County Register o f Deeds office. 
Listed below are cities, addresses, 
and sales prices.

CANTON
1485 Brookdale Dr $255,000
6622 Brookshire Dr $265,000
44236 Candlewood Dr $255,000
1692 Christopher Dr $112,000
41699 Glade Rd $206,000
44746 Glengarry Rd $305,000
39641 Hillary Dr $135,000
42819 LilleyPointe Dr $82,000
2037 Premier Ln $395,000
4089 Radcliff Dr $140,000
448 Robyn Dr $157,000
48200 Royal Pointe Dr $310,000
42254 Saratoga Cir $166,000
4435 Southbridge Dr $145,000
49565 Taft Ln $469,000
43598 W Arbor Way Dr $110,000
1535 W Lakeview Ln $300,000
6340 Wedgewood Rd $ 179,000

GARDEN CITY
31234 Florence St $100,000
32990 Florence St $100,000
32683 James St $105,000
LIVONIA
14800 Areola St $74,000
18111 Deering St $127,000
32621 Five Mile Rd $60,000
14532 Garden St $130,000
18447 Glengarry Dr $350,000
29870 Greenland St $221,000
34425 Grove Dr $190,000
17505 HizmetSt $105,000
19387 Ingram St $152,000
37206 Ladywood St $170,000
8928 Louise St $180,000
19630 Merriman Ct $95,000
29849 Minton St $134,000
34610 Munger Dr $150,000
34887 Pembroke Ave $325,000
18354 Pershing St $134,000
17575 Rexwood St $194,000
16240 Ronnie Ln $170,000
34635 Sarah Beth Ln $100,000
36035 W Chicago St $162,000
NORTHVILLE

19608 Aqueduct Ct $118,000
15461 Bay Hill Dr $565,000
44861 Broadmoor Cir S $415,000
42202 Farragut Ct $180,000
16741 Lochmoor Cir E $315,000
17654 Parkshore Dr $758,000
42926 Richards Ct $129,000
18161 Shoreline Ct $650,000
20141 Silver Spring Dr $123,000
46735 Timberlane St $370,000
15576 Troon Ct $810,000
411 Yerkes St $171,000
PLYMOUTH
46551 Barrington Ct $310,000
10880 Chestnut Dr $190,000
12016 Landers Dr $466,000
9040 N Haggerty Rd $94,000
641 S Harvey St $180,000
585 S Sheldon Rd $300,000
9305 Saddlebrook Ct $547,000
REDFORD
9570 Brady $90,000
11780 Columbia $98,000
17445 Delaware Ave $80,000
20387 Fox $56,000
18288 Indian $48,000

25002 S Sylbert Dr $83,000
14850 Seneca $130,000
8890 Woodbine $67,000
WAYNE
37550 Michigan Ave $265,000
5037 S Hubbard St $38,000
4222 Winifred St $80,000
WESTLAND
34249 Barton St $118,000
38041 Carolon Blvd $45,000
35760 Castlewood Ct $72,000
35784 Castlewood Ct $61,000
7734 Cherrywood Dr $263,000
36630 Deerhurst S $126,000
36631 Deerhurst S $122,000
35214 Donnelly St $120,000
35097 Florence St $85,000
29850 Hanover Blvd $44,000
2401 Hawley Blvd $135,000
35689 Hunter Ave $66,000
30389 Lacy Ct $116,000
8194 Melvin Ave $115,000
1008 Mitchell Dr $165,000
441 Ravencrest Ln $130,000
1547 S Carlson St $65,000
1425 S Crown St $80,000

Check with 
lawyer on 

foreclosure, 
don’t just 

vacate 
premises

Q: I understand there 
has been a shortening of 
the redemption period 
under certain circum
stances. I am living in a 
home now where there has 
been a foreclosure and I 
am kind of worried. Can 
you help me?

A: I think you were re
ferring to a bill that became 
effective on June 19, 2014, in 
Michigan which changed 
some of the procedures to 
shorten the 
redemption 
period after 
a nonjudicial 
foreclosure.
This legisla
tion also 
eliminates 
the media
tion provi
sions of the 
statute that 
applies to parties to the Na
tional Mortgage Settlement. 
You are best advised to con
sult with an attorney as soon 
as possible to ensure that 
your rights are being pro
tected and don’t vacate the 
premises until you are re
quired by law to do so.

Q: I am entering into a 
lease transaction as a les
see with a landlord who 
says he does not want to 
accept responsibility for 
any repairs to keep the 
place habitable and he 
wants to put that provision 
in the lease. Is that legal or 
reasonable?

A: You have asked a del
icate question because it 
may not be reasonable, but it 
may be legal if the landlord 
complies with a Michigan 
statute which allows land
lords to shift the responsibil
ity for repair to the lessee 
under certain circum
stances. The relevant Michi
gan statute provides lessees 
with a specific protection 
arising from the existence of 
a residential lease for habit
ability, and in addition to any 
other protection provided by 
the common law. Therefore, 
a landlord’s failure to com
ply with the requirements to 
maintain the unit in good 
repair would be considered a 
breach of the terms of the 
lease between the parties 
unless the lease has a term 
of at least one year and the 
parties have agreed to mod
ify these obligations. These 
obligations are that the 
premises and all common 
areas are fit for the use in
tended by all the parties and 
to keep the premises in rea
sonable repair to comply 
with applicable health and 
safety laws of the state and 
the local unit of government 
where the premises are 
located unless the tenant 
causes the problem. I would 
suggest that you contact a 
good real estate lawyer be
fore entering into this type 
of transaction.

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and 
the author of "Condo Living 2: An 
Authoritative Guide to Buying, 
Selling and Operating a 
Condominium." He is also the 
author of "Condominium 
Operation: Getting Started & 
Staying on the Right Track," second 
edition. Visit
bmeisner@meisner-law.com. This 
column shouldn't be construed as 
legal advice.

Robert
Meisner

REAL ESTATE BRIEFS
Industry kudos

The third-generation owners and 
co-presidents of The Real Estate One 
Family of Companies, brothers Dan 
Elsea and Stuart Elsea, earned a spot 
on the The Most Powerful People in 
Residential Real Estate list in the 2015 
edition of the Swanepoel Power 200 
(SP200). The Elseas were ranked 44th 
among 200 of the top real estate lead
ers and executives in the nation.

They jointly run The Real Estate 
One Family of Companies. Their com
panies produced over $4.2 billion in 
sales last year with almost 25,000 
transactions.

“It is an honor to be recognized on a 
list of the nation’s most influential 
individuals in our industry,” said Presi
dent of Brokerage Services Dan Elsea.

“It means a lot to be recognized by our 
piers for the success our team has 
achieved." President of Financial Ser
vices Stuart Elsea added, “Our compa
nies’ top priority is to give our clients 
the best real estate experience through 
our family of services, and realizing 
that mission ultimately helps us grow 
as individual leaders and become posi
tive influences in our community and 
business.”

Short sales
If you owe more than what your 

house is worth, you may be interested 
in a free informational seminar on 
short sale procedures.

Bonnie David, broker/owner of 
Quantum Real Estate, is the presenter. 
It will be 6-7 p.m. each Thursday at 129 
N. Lafayette, downtown South Lyon.

Please call the office at 248-782-7130 
or email june.quantum@gmail.com for 
your reservation or additional informa
tion.

Investors
The Real Estate Investors Associa

tion of Wayne will have an open forum. 
Investors will answer questions and 
offer a market update. Meetings are at 
6-9 p.m. the third Tuesday of each 
month at the Red Lobster on Eureka in 
Southgate.

Members are free, guests $20, 
which will be applied to their member
ship. The Red Lobster is next to 7-11, 
near Trenton Road.

Any questions or concerns, call Bill 
Beddoes at 734-934-9091 or Wayde 
Koehler at 313-819-0919.

Sem inar each Tuesday, 
Thursday

A free seminar on government- 
insured reverse mortgages is offered 
by Colonial Mortgage Corp. at 6:30 
p.m. each Tuesday and at 2 p.m. each 
Thursday at various locations.

RSVP with Colonial Mortgage at 
800-260-5484.

Free foreclosure tours
Free foreclosure tours are 1 p.m. 

every other Sunday. Meeting place is 
Panera Bread on the southeast corner 
of Middlebelt and 1-96.

Email Georgia@addedvaluereal- 
ty.com or visit FreeForeclosureTour- 
.com.

mailto:JCBROWN@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
mailto:bmeisner@meisner-law.com
mailto:june.quantum@gmail.com
mailto:Georgia@addedvaluereal-ty.com
mailto:Georgia@addedvaluereal-ty.com
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T H E  O B S E R V E R  & E C C E N T R IC  M O RTG A G E M ONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

ISPMortgage 138501 (313) 215-1766 3.5 0 2.75 0.125

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 3.5 0 2.75 0

AFI Financial 2431 (810) 588-4424 3.5 0 2.75 0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 3.625 0 2.875 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721 (313)565-3100 3.875 0 3.125 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 3.625 0 3 0

Gold Star Mortgage 3446 (888) 293-3477 3.625 0 3 0

Gold Star Mortgage 3446 (888) 293-3477 3.5 0.75 2.75 0.75

Group One Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 3.75 0 3.125 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 (734)466-6113 3.75 0.25 3.125 0

Above Information available as of 1/23/15 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at w w w .rm cre p o rt.co m .

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders.Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2015 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc,, All Rights Reserved

Homes

Farmington Hills Ranch
Stunning Contemporary Brick 
& Stone. $214,000 35928 
Quakertown 3 BD, LR.FR Full 
Fin Bsmt w/Day Light Win Lg 
Deck, 2 car garage, Many Up
grades. Realtor Debbie Amato 
BHHS, HWWB 248-408-1882

Livonia - Home for sale needs 
repairs. No real estate agents 
or investors. Large Lot. four 
car garage. $92,000/obo 

734-762-0198

Open Houses

South Lyon - Open House 
Jan 31st 2p-5p. 621 Mayfair 
(48178) Updated home steps 

from downtown. 4br, 2ba, 
Completely updated kitchen, 
w/ Granite. New cabinets & 

Stainless steel appli. New crpt 
throughout & oversized two car 

garage. For sale by owner, 
199,900 248-894-9514

Cemetery Lots

KNOLLWOOD MEMORIAL 
PARK Canton. 1 Crypt in The 
Messiah Mausoleum Garden 
$1500/neg 734-692-6744

It’s all 
about

results...

Get the
BEST

results here!

O&E Media 
Classifieds
800-579-7355

opartments.com.
HomeFinder

Apartments For Rent

FARMINGTON HILLS

MAPLE RIDGE APTS.
Spacious 1 & 2 bdrms,

2 baths, c/a, S570-S660. w/ 
special. 50% off 1st 3 mos. 

with approved credit 
248.473.5180

Farmington Plaza
Spacious 2 bedroom, cen
tral air, pool. Heat included 

with rent. 50% off 2 
months rent with approved

Call 248478.8722

^ O & E  Media 
\  Classifieds

J u s t  a  q u ic k  c a ll away..

8 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5

Apartments For Rent

WESTLAND
H ickory
W oods
Apts.

NEWLY
UPDATED
1 Bdrm-$575
2 Bdrms-$675

• Pool
• Fitness Center

Heat & Water 
Included

(734) 729-6520
•Short term leases available. 

AT2363288

Condos & Townhouses

i  Plymouth
^  MAYFLOWER COOP
™  2 bed apt Coop $505

2 bed apt rent $710 
Call 734-386-0239

Duplexes

LIVONIA: 2 bdrm, must see. 
carpet all appls, a/c, fenced 
yard,gar. Next to park. No pets. 
Sec. Dep. 734-231-5597

Homes For Rent

WESTLAND: 3 BR brick ranch, 
1.5 bath, C/A, carpet, bsmt., 
no pets, Fridge Included. Ford 
Rd area 734-591.9163

I** O&E M ed ia  C la s s if ie d s
Just a quick call away...

I 8 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5

NOTICE TO BRIGHT HOUSE NETWORKS CABLE CUSTOMERS
Th is notice is  to  inform  our Bright House  Networks cu stom ers of upcom ing 
changes to  the ir cab le  programming lineup.

From tim e to tim e our agreem ents with cab le  channe ls and te lev is ion  sta tions 
com e up for renewal. W hile we do not an tic ipate  any lo ss  or d is rup tion  o f service, 
regu lations require us to notify you o f the  poss ib ility  of los ing  programming. 
Therefore, p lease  be adv ised that our agreem ents with NHL Center Ice, NHL 
Network, and Youtoo rem ain in e ffect on a month-to-month ba s is , but we may 
have to cease  carriage in all form ats if our authority to continue is withheld.

We are working d iligently at th is tim e  to  com e to acceptab le and fa ir te rm s with 
a ll these  channels.

For more information, please call 1-877-885-8318 
or visit our website at brighthouse.com

bright house
NETWORKS m.

LO-2471790-01

Move in for as 
low as $699 

p lu s  FREE RENT 
until March 

2015!*
Rentals 
starting 
at $799 

for
CHIU15 | bed, 
L A K E  2 bath
E5 T A T E 5  homes,
All appliances including  

w a sh e rS  dryer.

4377 Old Plank Road 
Milford

1 248-778-4009
3 www.childslake.com
‘WAC15 mo lease. Community « < > *
owned homes. Offer expires 1-31-15.

hometownlite.com

Dry wall

COMPLETE DRYWALL SRV.
Plaster Repair, All jobs wel
comed! Lic/lns. Free Est. 30 

yrs. exp. Mark: 313-363-6738

Handyman Male - Female

Chuck's Handyman Service
All home repairs. No job too 

small. 248-535-1130

Hauling - Clean Up

Clean-up/Hauling Srv.
Cheap Rates! Garages, bsmts, 

attics. Free Est.
248-521-8818, 248-489-5955

LOCATION,
LOCATION,
LOCATION.

WHERE YOU 
ADVERTISE 
M AHERS!
M arket Your Home 

Where More Locals Look. 
Reach thousands o f potential 
buyers in your local market 

when you present your 
property in our

Real Estate section.

O bserver &  E ccentric
M E D I Ah o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m

A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t i o n ,  
c a l l  8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

www. hometownlife. com

Move in for as 
low as $699 

plus FREE RENT 
until March 

2015!*
Rentals 
starting 

at
$799

for
C H I U S  3 bed, 
LA K E  2 bath 
E5 T A T E 5  homes.

All ap p lian ce s 
in c lu d in g

5 w ash er & dryer.
1 4377 Old Plank Road 

Milford

248-313-6245
www.childslake.com

*WAC.! 5 mo lease. Community y C v  
owned homes. Offer expires 1-31-15.

Paint Decorating Paper

PAINTING BY ROBERT
• Wallpaper Removal «lnt 

•Ext • Plaster/Drywall Repair 
•Staining. 25 yrs exp. Free est. 
248-349-7499, 734-464-8147

Snow Removal

SNOW PLOWING & SALTING
24 hr Emergency Srv - Comm.

& Res. Lie & Ins. Free Est. 
248-521-8818, 248-489-5955

Help Wanted - General

Banking

TELLER
Full-Time position. Previous 
cash handling experience 

preferred. Competitive 
salary & full benefits incl 
medical, dental, vision, 

life insurance and 401 (k). 
Please reply with resume

Michigan 
Educational 
Credit Union

1903 Rochester Rd. 
Royal Oak, Ml 48073 

AttmDavid Foster 
248-399-7473 or email: 
general@michedcu.org

CARWASH hiring for 
Northville & Canton. 

Exc. starting pay. Apply at: 
5790 Canton Center Rd. 

Canton 48187

DIESEL
MECHANICS

Competitive Pay
Hourly Wages 

Commensurate with Exp

Company-Paid Advanced 
Training & Certifications

Some certifications are 
eligible for pay increases

Excellent Full Benefits Pkg
with low out-of-pocket costs

Aim NationaLease is an
industry leader in full serv
ice truck leasing and main
tenance. In the past 32 
years, Aim NationaLease 
has grown to 350+ employ
ees servicing 41 unique op
erations in 13 states.

AIM
NationaLease

text MECH to 

51893 for info 
877-977-4804 

www.aimntls.com/04

DIRECT CARE: * New wage*
$8.50/hr. trained; must be 18 
& have a valid Ml driver's li
cense; CLS/MORC trained pre
ferred. Full time and part time; 
many shifts; support adults liv
ing in their own homes; make 
a difference! 734-728-4201

DIRECT CARE WORKERS
CLS trained. Must have valid 
driver's license. Starting at 
$8.15/hr. 734-632-0125

Engineering: Johnson Con
trols Inc. is seeking Comfort 
Engineering CAE Manager for 
its Plymouth. Ml location to 
lead foam and comfort pert & 
opt analysis activities for auto 
seating programs; assess 
needs & dev analysis/opl 
plans; collab w/ cross fund 
teams to ensure prod designs 
are valid & opt to meet eng 
standards reqs, lead FEA 
methods dev & global align
ment activities: collab w/ 
global comfort & CAE teams 
to dev advanced simulation 
methods; dev auto tools to 
increase efficiency of CAFD 
process; supervise & dev 
small team of off-shore & on
site CAE eng. Reqs BS or 
equiv & 5 yrs of exp & exp w/ 
FEA sw, inc Abaqus 
Standard/lmplicit & Abaqus 
Explicit, LS-Dyna, Hyper 
Mesh, & HyperView. Up to 
5% nat'l & int'l travel Send 
resume to Elizabeth Bartz 
JCI, 5757 N. Green Bay Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wl 53209. Must 
reference job code CECM- 
PMI when applying. EEO.

SOCIAL
WORKER

Private practice seeking 
LMSW’s with minimum 

5 yrs. exp. for contractual work 
in our Monroe & Westland 

offices. Fax: 734-421-1405 or 
lcapraro@spectrumhuman.org

Help Wanted - General

Start Your New 
Career With Us!

DADCO, Inc., the global 
leader in nitrogen gas 
spring technology, is grow
ing! We are looking for de
pendable. bright individuals 
with a strong work ethic to 
train for full-time, day-shift, 
positions. Job responsibili
ties include part quality in
spection, sub and complete 
product assembly build, fi
nal product inspection and 
order packing. Qualified 
candidates will be quick 
learners with a high school 
diploma, technical aptitude, 
and strong attention to de
tail. Come and work with 
our talented team in our 
state-of-the-artmanufactur- 
ing facility. We will offer 
you training, competitive 
wages, and benefits; includ
ing 401 (k). EOE.

Email resumes to: 
plymouthjob@yahoo.com

□ A D C O

GROUP HOME 
MANAGER

Dignitas, Inc., is a growing 
company seeking to hire a 
Group Home Manager to 
oversee its licensed adult 
group home, located in 
Farmington Hills. Excellent 
benefits pay to commensu
rate with experience; 100% 
paid employee health care 
plan:
• College degree is prefer
red
• Minimum of 2 years of 
group home management ex
perience
• Knowledge of traumatic 
brain injury is essential
• Strong interpersonal and 
communication (oral/written) 
skills with organizational 
and teamwork abilities
• Basic knowledge of Micro
soft Office Suite
• Valid Ml driver's license & 
Ml auto insurance w/reliable 
transportation.

Send resume to 
powens@dignitasinc.com 

or via fax to 
(248)919-4026 

Resumes may also be 
mailed to:

P.O. Box 3460 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48333.

NOW HIRING!
Are you fun, energetic, 

full of personality, 
know how to draw a crowd 
and love to make pizza’s? 

If so, we want you!

We are currently seeking 
a full time:

• Pizza Maker
Please apply in person at: 

33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia

PET SITTER HELPER
Mature part-time dog walker. 
Must live in Canton. Plymouth 

& Northville areas. Reliable 
transportation. Avail. 7 days + 
holidays. 734-891 -6446 or 
petsitterhelper@aol.com

PLUMBER Journeyman 
or 3 yrs. exp., Services 

Commercial plumbing exp. 
Fax resume: 248-437-0708

Help Wanted - 
Office Clerical

ACCOUTING CLERK
For Bingham Farms firm.
20 hrs/wk. Flexible hrs. 

$14/hr. Works directly with 
the Office Manager assisting 
with, Accounts Payable/Rec- 
eivable: Billing; Cash Manage
ment Reporting; Filing and 
various other projects. Must 
have intermediate. Microsoft 
Excel & Word exp. If you are 
a dynamic, energetic individu
al with accounting exp. & 
would like to join our fast 
paced Law Office

Send resume to: 
rholland@thavgross.com 

•  I'H AV  G R O SS

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

Farmington Hills based real 
estate development compa
ny seeks an Administrative 
Assistant. Must be self moti
vated, dependable and have 
good organizational and com
munication skills. Should al
so be proficient in Microsoft 
Word and Excel.

Email resume to:

jdemetriou@
grandsakwa.com

BOOKKEEPER
Construction company, Ply
mouth. QuickBooks knowl
edge a must. Applicants 
must be skilled in Excel and 
Word. Responsible for Bank 
Rec, preparing financial 
statement, profit & loss and 
qtly payroll Taxes and Gener
al Ledger. Resume, cover let
ter and salary requirements: 
JBRAssociates@aol.com

MEDICAL BILLER
Full-Time, Exp’d. biller.

3-5 yrs. experience required. 
A qualified candidate for this 
position would have experi
ence working in a fast-paced 
medical office environment, 
the ability to multi-task and 
be detail oriented. In March 
we will celebrate our 20th an
niversary, located downtown 
Royal Oak.

Email resume to: 
resumeswgm@hotmail.com 

Fax: 248-398-6265 
Attn Freida

tflWGM

Local news.

You don’t have to fish for it. 
It’s right here, from the front 

to the back of your Observer & 
Eccentric Media newspapers.

T ota lly  L ocal C overage!

to subscribe, call: 8 6 6 -8 8 7 -2 7 3 7

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r ic  
............ ....... -  M ED IA

Help Wanted - 
Office Clerical

SECURITY
RECEPTIONIST

We are currently accepting 
applications for full -time 
employment in the Farming- 
ton Hills area.

REQUIREMENTS:
• High School Diploma/GED
• Drug Free
• No Criminal History
• Computer Proficient, espe
cially in Excel and Lotus
• Previous Reception Experi
ence Required
• Strong Customer Service 
Skills

BENEFITS:
• Free Individual Health Ins
• Tuition Assistance
• Free Uniforms

Please call to schedule 
an interview at

(248) 553-9900

Help Wanted ■  Dental

PEDIATRIC 
DENTAL ASSISTANT

Part Time, for busy 
Canton office. Exp needed. 

Fax resume: 734-254-0861

Help Wanted - Medical

CLINICAL CASE 
MANAGER (RN)

Must have unrestricted RN li
cense & CCM cert or ability to 
qualify. Minimum 5 yrs clinical 
exp. Case Mgmt exp. in Disabil
ity, Medical, WC or Auto. Re
sponsible for oversight of disa
bility claims. Computer literate, 
exc written/verbal skills. Novi. 
Good Benefits. No weekends or 
holidays. Email resume: 
humanresource497@yahoo.com

DISABILITY NURSE 
CASE MANAGER (RN):

Comprehensive review, over
sight, and completion of Disabil
ity claims review process. Must 
have unrestricted Michigan RN 
license. Preferred background 
in Disability Case Management 
or Work Comp. Computer liter
ate, excellent written/verbal 
skills. Minimum 5 yrs. clinical 
experience. Resume to: 

humanresource497@ 
yahoo.com

MDS Nurse FT
New State of the Art Rehab 
Center. RN with at least 2 
yrs. of MDS exp that wants 
to be part of a dynamic, cut
ting edge team. Knowledge 
of Point Click Care a plus! 
HR/Payroll Coordinator 

Exp using ADP payroll 
software, a degree in 

Human Resources 
or related field preferred. 

Apply at:
Medilodge of Novi
48300 W 11 Mile Rd. 

Novi, Ml 48374 
248-662-2300 

or Email:
kmonday@noviwellness.com

Elderly Care 
& Assistance

I am a Professional Senior 
Caregiver seeking to help 

with the care of your love one.
248-247-5893

www.susanmariehomecare.
wordpress.com Email: 

susanmariecares@aol.com 
Lower than agency rates!

hometownlife.com

Personals

Please help save 
life. Canton fa- 

ther of two in dire 
need of an 0+ Kid

ney. Call or text 7 3 4 -5 0 2 -  
4513. We need your help!

Absolutely Free ]
CHEST FREEZER

Large, older style, works per
fect. Recipient must transport. 

(734) 718-2877

TABLE- Free End table Wooden 
17.5x15x47 Nice Table 

734.462.5996

Household Goods

House of Denmark Coffee 
Table. 50" x 30". Teak. Glass 
Top. Excel. $300. Northville/ 
Allan Terrace. 248-773-7036

Kirby Vacuum Sentria 2
Latest model 2014 w/ attach
ments w/ floor shampooer. 
Like New Warranty List price 

$2,500 Sell $700obo 
313.543.3336 or 

313.515.3330

Appliances

WHIRLPOOL Electric Range
with self-cleaning (4.65CF) 

oven. New stove being deliv
ered Saturday so this has to 

go. EC (734)716-6557 
(voice/text) $175 OBO

Hospital Medical Equip

ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR:
Alanta JR. Compact, 3 pcs 
take apart, portable, new 

battery, excellent condition, 
reduced to $450/obo 

313.543.3336 or 
313.515.3330

Musical Instruments

Certified Taylor GUITAR 
Repairman. 10yrs Exp. We 
sell and repair all types!

Call us today!
BO WILLIAMS GUITAR 

DAN 517-223-4222

Wanted to Buy

Cash for Books!
History, art, biography, text
books, religion, hobbies, etc. 
We come to you! Visit 
ParadiseBoundBooks.com or 
call Sue (248)877-1395

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT 
for Vintage, Antique and Other 
Valuable Items. Single items to 
storage units to entire estates 
and estate sales. Professional, 
courteous, fair, honest, dis
creet older gentleman. I drive 
to you. Coins, costume and 
fine jewelry, knick knacks, 
military, collections, books, 
toys, stereos, instruments, 
ephemera, clothing, Christmas, 
more. References. Richard. 
BSE, MBA: (248)795-0362 
richard.preston48@yahoo.com

WANTED: New, used ,o Id 
Fishing Tackle & related 

items. Successful Deer Hunter
Dotf'hpc

Call Bill:(734) 890-1047

hometownlife.com

Dogs

JAPANESE CHIN AKC, 2 girls 
1 boy 7wks, adorable must 
see, $500 ea. M/F 2 31 -468 - 
2709 or 231-349-0569

Labrador Puppies Yellow AKC 
For Sale!

We have a litter of five beauti
ful lab puppies with three fe
males left for adoption! Each 
will come with their first 
round of shots, de-wormed 
and dewclaws removed. 
They will be ready to take 
home Feb 14th just in time 
for Valentines Day!

$750/puppy but other offers 
will be considered!

Tony
(313)920-9352 
trach1av@gmail.com

it’s all 
about 

results...

Gel the
BEST

results here!
o&E Media 
Classifieds
899-579-7355
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Auto Auctions

Public Auto Auction
Mother Waddles Vehicles 

14666 Telegraph Rd 
(between I96 and Fenkell) 

Midwest Auto Auction 
Fridays Open 9am

Trucks for Sale

FORD RANGER SPORT 2011
4x4, extended cab. Great to 
rworkor play. $18,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

GMC SIERRA 2010
Crew Cab. short box, 4x4, SLE, 
ABS. traction control. $23,000 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC

734-453-2500

4 Wheel Drive

MARINER 2010
4wd, 4 dr Premier 

leather. ABS, $13,995 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

SIERRA 1500 2011
Ext. Cab, 4WD. SL 

58k, 1 owner $20,995 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 
2009 - 4wd, 4dr, V6, Ltd 

Heated front seats $21,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
734-453-2500

Sports Utility

BUICK ENCLAVE 
PREMIUM 2012

FWD, leather, heated seats, 
Nav. System. $28,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

CHEVY EQUINOX 2011
FWD, 4 dr. 2 LT, heated Ithr. 
seats, ABS, power sunroof, 
too much to list! $15,995 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

734-453-2500

FORD ESCAPE SEL 2013
Leather, navigation, FWD, 19K 
miles. Ford Certified 1.9%

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

FORD ESCAPE XLT 2009
4x4, V6, full power, alloys. 
Fully Inspected & warranted! 

$13,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9680

FORD FLEX LIMITED 2013
Heated seats, Ford SYNC, 
naviagtion, back up camera. 

$26,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

GMC ACADIA 2010
FWD SLT1, Lther, Bose ster
eo system, loaded! $17,995 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC

734-453-2500

GMC TERRAIN 2010
FWD, 4 door, SLE-1, back up 
camera, privacy glass. 

$13,000
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

GMC TERRAIN 2011
FWD, 4 dr,, SLE-1,42K, 1 own
er, extra clean! $14,995 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC

734-453-2500

GMC YUKON 2011
4WD, 4 Dr., 1500SLT, 

Leather, Pwr. Sunroof, 3rd 
Row Seat. $30,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
734-453-2500

GMC YUKON 2012
4wd, 4 dr., 1500 SLT, leather, 
heated seats, nav. system, 
power sunroof. $31,995 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

734-453-2500

ADOPTION:
ADOPTION:
Devoted couple 
promise 1st baby a 
life filled with love, 
laughter, security & joy. 
Expenses pd. Penny 
& Kevin, 1-888-772- 
0068 (MICH)

MISCELLANEOUS:

SAWMILLS from 
only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension.
In Stock, ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: www. 
NorwoodSawmills. com 
1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N (MICH)

HELP WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS

Coordinator/ 
Host: Provide support 
and activities for high 
school exchange students. 
Volunteer hosts also 
needed. Apply online: wm. 
aspectfoundationorg (MICH)

LO-2471333-01

Sports Utility

JEEP  LIBERTY 2012
4x4, 4WD, 4dr Spt,1 owner, 

40,000 miles $17,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

Sports & Imported

CHEVY AVALANCHE 2011
4WD, LTZ, leather, back-up 
camera, remote ignition. 

$29,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

SCION tC 2009
2 dr. hatchback, power sun
roof, 1 owner. $15,000 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC

734-453-2500

Buick

BUICK VERANO 2014
1778 miles, rear camera, crum
ple zones, steering wheel cont. 

$18,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

BUICK VERANO 2014
Driver info system, Bluetooth, 
rear view monitor in dash - 
lots more! $18,595 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

734-453-2500

LACROSSE 2010
CXL, 3.0, FWD, leather, heat

ed seats, ABS. $16,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

LACROSSE 2012
FWD, Premium 3, Leather, 

heated seats, power sunroof 
$22,995

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC

734-453-2500

REGAL CXL 2011
CXL R1 Russelsheim, 48K, 3rd 
row seat, 1 owner. $13,000 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC

734-453-2500

Chevrolet

COBALT 2008
2 dr. Coupe Sport, ABS, air 

Sunroof. $8995 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

IMPALA LT 2011
30K, 1 owner, leather, heated 
seats, power sunroof, $14,000 

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

734-453-2500

IMPALA LTZ 2008
6 cylinder, leather, moonroof, 
alloys, low, low miles. Show
room new! $12,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

MALIBU 2014
1LT, 22K miles, 1 owner, load
ed. Just like new except the 

price! $20,500 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC 
734-453-2500

Chrysler-Plymouth

CAMARO SS 2013
RWD, Black, rear spoiler, 

28K miles. $28,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

CHRYSLER 200 LTD 2012
FWD, heated seats, remote 

start $15,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

Cash in with Classifieds
800-579-SELL life

Chrysler-Plymouth

TOWN & COUNTRY 2010
4 dr. wagon Touring, 4 wheel 
ABS, Solar glass, 1 year FREE 
maintenance (limited time of
fer), $13,000

BOB JEANNOTTE 
BUICK, GMC 

734-453-2500

Ford

C-MAX SEL 2013
Hybrid, leather, navigation, 20K 
mis. Ford Certified 1.9%

NORTH BROS.
855-667-96 80

FIESTA TITANIUM 2014
18K miles, FWD, heated seats, 
leather, steering wheel control. 

Ford Certified. $17,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

FOCUS SE 2012
FWD, 34K miles, ABS, AC 

1 owner. $14,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860 

FUSION 2010
Sport pkg., FWD, leather, Ford 
SYNC, traction control. Ford 
Certified. $15,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9680

FUSION SE 2013
FWD, 12K miles, ABS 

Bluetooth, 1 owner. $19,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

MUSTANG GT PREMIUM 
2011

RWD, Coupe, leather,
29K miles $21,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

MUSTANG V6 2008
Premium RWD Coupe. Loaded 
with options! $9988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

TAURUS SEL 2012
FWD, ABS, V6, security 

system $20,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

GMC

GMC SIERRA 
SUPER CAB 2003

V8, auto, air, full pwer, alloys! 
Fully inspected & warranted. 

$8988.

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

GMC TERRAIN 2011
FWD, 4 dr, SLE-1, ABS 
Privacy Glass, $15,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

Honda

CIVIC 2013
EX-LAuto Sedan w/nav. 

Leather, moonroof. $17,995 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

Kla

CADILLAC CTS 2009
3 6LV6.AWD. Options galore! 

$14,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

KIA RIO 2013
4 dr sedan, auto Ex, ABS, 
MP3 plyer, lots of extras! 

$12,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

RECYCLE
THIS

NEWSPAPER

P O O

Advertise your vehicle to thousands 
of readers with an 

E F F E C T IV E  & A F F O R D A B L E
O&E Media Classified Ad.

C a ll o r go online for deta ils or to  p lace your ad today.

O b s e r v e r  &  E cx 'e n t r ic  
..................  MKIMA

800-579-7355
h o m e to w n life .c o m

Lexus

LEXUS ES 350 2008
4 dr., Sedan, Leather, Heated 

Seats, Loaded! $17,000 
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

Lincoln

MKZ 2012
FWD, 20K miles, leather. All 
the bells & Whistles! $19,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

Mazda

MAZDA CX-7 2011
I Spt, FWD, ABS, 

Privacy glass $14,988

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

Pontiac

PONTIAC G6 GT 2007
Convertable, FWD, Premium 

Sound System. $10,988.

NORTH BROS.
855-667-9860

PONTIAC SOLSTICE 2007
2 dr. convertible, RWD, leath
er. Hurry! This one won’t last! 

$14,995
BOB JEANNOTTE 

BUICK, GMC
734-453-2500

O&E Media 
Classifieds 
WorkJiard!

Call today!
800 579 7355

Obsekver& E ccentric 
......... .. MEDIA

CONTACT US AT:
800-579-7355

www.hometownlife.com
oeadsffhometownlife.com

DEADLINES:
Fri. at 4 pm for Sunday 

Tues. at 3 pm for Thursday

NEW SPAPER
P O LIC Y

AH advertising published 
in this Newspaper is 

subject to the conditions 
stated in the applicable 
rate card. (Copies are 

available from the 
advertising department: 

Observer & Eccentric 
Media

615 W. Lafayette Blvd., 
Detroit, Ml 48226 

866-887-2737.
We reserve the right not 

to accept an 
advertiser's order.

Our sales representatives 
have no authority to bind 

this newspaper & 
only publication of 

an advertisement shall 
constitute final 

acceptance of the 
advertiser's order. 

Advertisers are 
responsible for reading 

their ad(s) the first time it 
appears & reporting any 
errors immediately. The 

Newspaper will not issue 
credit for errors in ads 

after the FIRST 
INCORRECT INSERTION. 

When more than one 
insertion of the same 

advertisement is ordered, 
only the first insertion 

will be credited. 
Publishers Notice: All real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which states 

that it is illegal to 
advertise “any preference 

limitation, or 
discrimination." This 
newspaper will not 

knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 

law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in 

this newspaper are 
available on an equal 

housing opportunity basis. 
(FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72).

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the 

letter & spirit of U.S. 
policy for the achievement 

of equal housing 
opportunity, throughout 

the nation. We encourage 
& support an affirmative 
advertising & marketing 
program in which there 

are no barriers. 
DISCLAIMER: All classified 
ads are subject to the ap
plicable rate card, copies 

of which are available from 
our Advertising Dept. All 

ads are subject to approval 
before publication. Ob

server & Eccentric Media 
reserves the right to edit, 
refuse, reject, classify or 

cancel any ad at any time. 
Errors must be reported in 
the first day of publication. 
Observer & Eccentric Me
dia shall not be liable for 
any loss or expense that 
results from an error in or 
omission of an advertise
ment. No refunds for early 

cancellation of order.

HELP WANTED- 
TRUCK DRIVER:

DRIVER
TRAINEES
NEEDED!
Become a driver for 
Stevens Transport! NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
New drivers earn 
$800+ per week!
PAID CDL TRAINING! 
Stevens covers all 
costs! 1-888-528- 
8864 drive4stevens. 
com (MICH)

$1,000/Wk
Guaranteed! Dedicated 
runs for Class/A CDL 
in Michigan. Great 
Home time/pay. 2015 
trucks. Full benefits. 
Industry Leading Lease 
program Hirschbach 
800-208-9490. www. 
drive4hml.com (MICH)

If you have a 
vehicle that 
can tow at 
least 7,000 
pounds

you can make a living 
delivering RVs as a 
contract driver for 
Foremost Transport!
Be your own boss 
and see the country. 
ForemostTransport. 
Biogspot.com or 866- 
764-1601! (MICH)

Quality Drive 
Away, Inc.
is hiring CDL and 
Chauffeur Licensed 
drivers to transport 
vehicles throughout 
the country. Earn a 
net 40 to 60 cents 
per mile with plenty of 
reload opportunities 
while you see 
America! Apply now 
at QualityDriveAway. 
com or call us today 
at 1-866-764-1601. 
(MICH)

$3000 Sign On 
Bonus! Class A CDL 
Drivers, We Offer Great 
Home Time, Excellent 
Benefits and $65-$75K 
Annual Earningsl Call

Today 888-409-6033, 
Apply Online vmw. 
DriveJacobson. com 
(MICH)

INSTRUCTION,
SCHOOLS:

MEDICAL
BILLING
TRAINEES
NEEDED!
Become a Medical 
Office Assistant! NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED!

Online training 
can get you 
job-ready!
HS Diploma/GED & 
PC/internet needed!
1-877-253'-6495 
(MICH)

AVIATION Grads 
work with JetBlue, 
Boeing, NASA, others- 
start here hands-on 
training for FAA 
certification. Financial 
aid if qualified. CALL 
Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 1-877- 
891-2281 (MICH)

Challenging fun for ALL ages

PUZZLE CORNER J
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

A C l O S S

1 Actniss 
Penolope —

5 Grid ron div.
8 Elbow opposite

12 Distinctive air
13 Shock 

som abody
14 Can 1y striper
15 Faculty 

hont ho
16 Juni mail 

dest nation 
(2 wds.)

18 Pizza serving
20 Cus er, to 

Cra;:y Horse
21 Tim oofthe 

m anm als
24 “Blo id ie” 

poo' :h
27 Robust energy
28 True k mfr.
31 Pan of MIT
32 Cheerleader’s 

forte
33 Talks to a beat
34 Geretic 

mat arial

35 Quagmire
36 Should
37 Hologram 

makers
39 Home for 

Hadrian
43 Takes 

a snooze
46 Bolder
49 Debt memos
51 McKuen and 

Steiger
52 Outback 

jumper
53 Greek war god
54 Mild quarrel
55 At all times, 

poetically
56 Musical sound

DOWN

A n sw e r to P re v io u s P u zzle
c A M P O N L Y A P T
A N I L F O A M C o O
T A B O O R O A D H o G

w H A M A E R O
R A T E U S E R S
E L I D E D M O H A I R
T A E X I B O N C O
E N R A P T O K A Y E D

P O S E D E A S E
N O U S W Y N N
O B S E R El L E r T S
s I S Y O R E I L L S
H E R E L S A D U C T

1 Heel 8-14-12 ©2012

2 Regrets
3 Siberian river 8 Madeline
4 Goofiest of “Blazing
5 Montezuma, Saddles”

for one 9 Agreeable
6 A long way off 10 Red-waxed
7 IR S  employee cheese

1 2 3

4

1

5
6

7
1

8
9 10 11

12 ,3
14

15 17■ 19 20

39 4) 41 42

46

51

54

. Dist. by Univ. Uclick for UFS

11 Counting-out 
start

17 Give the 
impression

19 Flirtatious
22 Ties the score
23 Pinch off
24 Carried out
25 “That Girl” girl
26 My mind 

 blank
28 Quip
29 Radar-gun info
30 Chicago hrs.
32 Green seed
33 Finn’s 

neighbor
35 Harsh criticism
36 Pay dirt
38 Glitch
39 Early TV 

hookups
40 Flapjack 

acronym
41 Helen of Troy’s 

mother
42 In case
44 Bullring animal
45 Bird-feeder 

treat
47 Temper
48 Job-ad letters
50 Weathervane

dir.

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

iLXDOKLA
1 8
6 5 7
7 4 6 5

4 1
3

2 8 9 4
3

3 4 8
9 6 7 1

Fun By The  
Num bers

Like puzzles? 
Then you ’ll love 
sudoku. This 
m ind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the m om ent you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to  the test!

Le v e l: Interm ediate

Here’s  How It W orks:
Sudoku puzzles are form atted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the num bers 1 through 9 m ust fill each 
row, column and box. Each num ber can appear only once in each row, 
colum n and box. You can figure out the order in which the num bers will 
appear by using the num eric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
mo e num bers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CUP OF TEA WORD SEARCH
D R E N A L I M P E R I A L 0 T E Y 0 M
F T S G R S E J D R 0 s B P M E T G W E
P S G N N G T A T R E N T H G I L M T K
M A N 0 P B R R H J C S N 0 L Y E C E A
A F I H A N A Q I R L B A F N H 0 U D E
S K N C L Q A N E N A J C G H 0 0 M L W
S A N U N D A A C G G F U L L K K N 0 Q
A E A 0 U Q M J G H D E J 0 R S E P E H
0 R F P M U T Y Y G A D N P S I S E C Y
E B T P E A C N D R A G R T U R T W G Q
T H W P E L I U I R C G N P B B A S L B
I A u B K I S B J N C H Y G Y T T E L E
H E G R A T J E T A N L A A K H E F U H
W B M M K Y E H F N R A C I C H T J D I
P I K 0 U L P F Q I N S T A N T D R E Q
E T N C I I E 0 K S G R N E E R G N A K
E E E N A I Y E P L A N T A T I 0 N R E
T C G M N L E C J 0 P B U A R 0 M A F M
S W M E Q U B A 0 W 0 C F F K E 0 K E P
H I 0 0 c N 0 D Y T U Y T I P G B 0 F J

WORDS

AROMA FANNINGS

ASSAM FULL
ASTRINGENT GREEN

BAGGY HONEY
BANCHA IMPERIAL

BITE INSTANT

BLACK KEEMUN

BREAKFAST LIGHT

BRISK OOLONG

CAFFEINE PEKOE

CEYLON PLANTATION
CHAI POUCHONG
CREAM QUALITY

DARJEELING STEEP

DULL TANNIN

DUST WEAK

EARTHY WHITE

ESTATE

Fine the w ords h idden vertica lly , ho r izon ta lly  & d ia go n a lly  th roughout the puzz le .

http://www.hometownlife.com
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RELIGION CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
ASH WEDNESDAY
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Feb. 18 
Location: St. Michael Lutheran 
Church, 3003 Hannan, Wayne 
Details: Worship service

Contact: 734-728-1950
ASH WEDNESDAY
Time/Date: 5 p.m. supper; 7 
p.m. worship service, Feb. 18 
Location: Lola Park Lutheran 
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Redford

Mew Online
www.hometownlife.com

How to reach us:
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5  * fa x  3 1 3 - 4 9 6 - 4 9 6 8  • w w w .m id e a th n o t lc e s .c o m

D e ad lin e s: Friday, 4 :0 0  p .m . for Su n d a y  p ap e rs
Tu e sd ay, 4 :0 0  p .m . for T h u rsd a y  p ap e rs  
H o lid a y  d e a d lin e s  are su b je c t  to  ch a n g e .

BRAUN, SUSAN
Passed away January 2f, 2015. 
She was bom November 5, 1955. 
She lived in Plymouth most of 
her life. She is survived by her 
mother, two sisters, a half 
brother, four nieces and 
nephews, and four great-nieces 
and nephews. Memorial will be 
Saturday, January 31, 2015 at 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
Livonia, Ml at 11 a.m. We will 
miss her very much.

DEN EW ETH , 
RONALD EDWARD

January 24, 2015, age 66 of 
Westland. Beloved husband of 
Rebecca Deneweth. Loving 
father of David and Angela. 
Proud grandfather of Breanna 
Steckel, Gage Deneweth and 
Natalie Smolar. Dear brother of 
Diane (Ron) Engles. A private 
prayer service to be held at a lat
er date. Arrangements respect
fully made with Vermeulen- 
Sajewski Funeral Home, 980 N. 
Newburgh Road, Westland. To 
share a memory, please visit 

vermeulenfh.com

VERM EULEN-SAJEW SKI
FUNERAL ^WCREMATION 
HOMES W it  SERVICES

SMITH, LEIG H  P.
Age 91, passed away Monday, 
January 19, 2015 in his home on 
Singer Island, Florida after a 
long illness. Leigh was bom in 
Royal Oak, Michigan on 
February 14, 1923. He was a 
graduate of the University of 
Michigan where he belonged to 
the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. 
He was a World War II veteran 
and recipient of the Purple Heart, 
a life member of the Red Run 
Golf Club in Royal Oak, MI and 
President of Dependable Tool 
and Gage Company in Oak Park. 
He is preceded in death by 
Rosemary Smith. Survived by 
his wife, Norma Cline Smith; 
and children, Leigh P. Smith Jr. 
(Janice), Jeffry Smith (Jody), 
Lorinda (Ken) Phillips; and six 
grandchildren. A memorial 
service will be held 10:30 a.m., 
Thursday, February 12, 2015, at 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Tequesta.

HARRISON, ALVIN W.
passed away on January 14, 2015 
after a 6-month fight with 
Rhabdomyosarcoma, a form of 
cancer. A1 was bom on February
22, 1929, the son of Beryl and 
Lillian Harrison and younger 
brother of Jean Kaner. He grew 
up on the north side of Detroit 
and attended Cass Technical 
High School. A1 enlisted in the 
Marine Corps, and served for 
three years, being honorably dis
charged in 1949 as a Corporal. 
He worked as a manufacturer’s 
representative for companies 
such as Norelco and Body 
Glove, sold sporting equipment, 
boats and windsurfers, and had 
an arcade game business with 
longtime friend and business 
partner, Bob Seeley. A1 loved 
following Detroit Tigers’ base
ball on television and radio and 
rarely missed a game. Al’s pas
sion was bowling and he actively 
bowled in Metro Detroit leagues 
until the few months before his 
death. For many years he wrote 
“Ten Pin Alley”, a weekly col
umn published in the Observer & 
Eccentric newspapers. In 2007, 
he was inducted into the Detroit 
Bowling Hall of Fame. A1 is sur
vived by his life partner, Phyllis 
Mahlin and her children, Judith 
(Craig) Carter and Steve Mahlin, 
his sister Jean Kaner, sons Rick 
(Adrienne) Harrison and Donald 
Harrison, daughters Linda 
(Leon) Buchzeiger and Deborah 
(Ron) Steenhagen, grandchildren 
Jason and Adam (Jill) Harrison, 
Scott and Greg Buchzeiger, 
Abigail, Hannah and Rebecca 
Steenhagen, great-grandchildren 
Jacob and Joshua Harrison, 
nephews Robert (Ken Green) 
and Jonathan (Karen) Kaner, nie
ces Susan (Peter Raskin) Kaner 
and Audrey (Howard) Schemer, 
and great-nieces and nephews.

JISK RA ,
JUSTINE "JU T Y "

Age 95, of Livonia, formerly of 
Cadillac, passed away January
23, 2015. Share condolences at

casterlinefuneralhome.com

M a y  p e a c e  b e  
w it h  y o u  in  th is  
t im e  o f  s o rro w .

SM YKOW SKI 
ELIZA BETH  E.

Age 91, January 24, 2015. Be
loved Mother of James and Janet 
(James) Janicki. Dear Grand
mother of Jason. Elizabeth en
joyed dancing and playing Pi
nochle. A Memory Mass will be 
held. Please share a memory at 

www.rggrharris.com

W OOM ER, 
M ATTHEW  THOMAS
58, husband of Patti Saligman 
Woomer, and a former resident 
of Birmingham, Michigan, died 
December 17, 2014 at his Lex
ington, Kentucky home with his 
family by his side. Bom in Hon
olulu, Hawaii, Matt was the son 
of Anthony (deceased) and Cath
erine Woomer of Lexington, KY. 
Survivors include Patti, his wife 
of 32 years, and his seven sons: 
Ryan (Lauren), Keith, Anthony 
(Karen) of Cape Girardeau, Mis
souri, Adam, Joseph, Samuel and 
Bryan. Matt is also survived by 
his mother Catherine Woomer 
and his seven siblings: Judith 
Woomer Keating of Lexington, 
KY, John (Christine) Woomer of 
East Grand Rapids, MI, Katie 
(John) Guido of Rocky River, 
Ohio, Joseph Woomer of Nesbit, 
Mississippi, Nancy (Kevin) 
Sidow of Piedmont, California, 
Susan (Robert) Schneid of Bir
mingham, Alabama, and Andrew 
(Cindy) Woomer of Rocky Riv
er, OH. Raised in Birmingham, 
MI, Matt graduated from Bir
mingham Seaholm High School 
in 1974. Matt attended West Vir
ginia University and earned a de
gree in Mining Engineering and 
later earned his MBA from The 
Ohio State University. After col
lege, Matt worked throughout 
Ohio, West Virginia and Virgin
ia in the coal mining industry. In 
1989, Matt and his family moved 
to Lexington, KY where he 
owned and operated Spartan 
Rock Products of Boonesboro, 
KY. Matt served as President of 
the company until his death. An 
avid learner, Matt was a member 
of The Alternate Board where he 
met many close friends who 
shared in his passion for busi
ness. Matt’s life was centered 
around his family, he enjoyed 
the outdoors, ice hockey and 
boating. Funeral services and in
terment have already taken 
place. Memorial contributions in 
Matt’s name are suggested to 
Camp Hayo-Went-Ha -  
Campership Program 919 N. 
East Torch Lake Dr. Central 
Lake, MI 49622.

Details: A free soup and sand
wich supper precedes the service 
Contact: 313-532-8655 or 734- 
968-3523
AUCTION
Time/Date: 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
15
Location: Hellenic Cultural 
Center, 36375 Joy, Westland 
Details: Concordia Lutheran 
School's annual auction, Disney 
Dreams, will include appetizer, 
dinner, dessert, and beverages. 
Tickets are $30 per table or $270 
per table of 10. Buy them at 
either campus, 20805 Middle- 
belt, Farmington Hills, 248-474- 
2488; or 9600 Leverne, Redford, 
313-937-2233. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance by Feb. 9 
Contact: Raeann Kusch at 
734-432-7777
DINNER/DANCE
Time/Date: 7-11 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 14
Location: Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, 28000 New 
Market, Farmington Hills 
Details: Catered chicken dinner 
with dessert bar, music and 
dancing. $20 per person. Buy 
tickets at the church in person or 
by phone before Feb. 9 
Contact: 248-553-3380
GRIEFSHARE
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
22-June 7
Location: Faith Community 
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri- 
man, Livonia
Details: This nondenomination- 
al program features Christ- 
centered Bible-based teaching 
that focuses on grief topics 
associated with the death of a 
loved. Includes videos that 
feature grief experts and real- 
life stories of grieving individ
uals; support group discussion; 
and work-based personal study 
and reflection. Registration fee 
is $15, which includes the work
book and other materials 
Contact: Rev. Roger Wright at 
313-682-7491; griefshare.org
GRIEF SUPPORT
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. Wednes
day, Feb. 25-March 25 
Location: St. Michael the Arch
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: Grieving with Great 
Hope workshop is for anyone 
who is mourning the loss of a 
loved one. Good Mourning 
Ministry, a local Catholic be
reavement organization co
founded by John and Sandy 
O'Shaughnessy, presents the 
five-week series 
Contact: goodmourningminis- 
try.net or St. Michael's at 734- 
261-1455
GRIEF RECOVERY
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. Sunday,
Feb. 1-March 22 
Location: St. Edith Church,
15089 Newburgh, Livonia 
Details: The free four-week 
program is for widows and 
widowers. It will deal with topics 
such as loneliness, anger, and 
depression. It's presented by 
Widowed Friends, a peer sup
port group in the Archdiocese of 
Detroit
Contact: Priscilla at 734-591- 
7879
HEALING SERVICE
Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4 
p.m. first Tuesday of the month; 
English service, 3-4 p.m. third 
Tuesday of the month 
Location: The Antiochian 
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary, 
18100 Merriman, Livonia 
Details: The service includes 
prayers of petition and in
tercession, hymns, scripture 
readings and the anointing of 
the sick. Offertory candles are 
available for a free will offering 
in the vestibule of the church 
Contact: The Rev. George 
Shaihoub at 734^122-0010 or 
email Stacey Badeen at sba- 
deen@tbosm.com
OPEN HOUSE
Time/Date: Noon to 2 p.m. Feb.
1
Location: St. Genevieve Catholic 
School, 28933 Jamison, Livonia 
Details: Open house for pre
school through grade eight 
Contact: 734-425-4420
POMEGRANATE GUILD
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday, Feb.
8
Location: Prentis Apartment 
Community Room,located on 10 
Mile, east of Greenfield, Oak 
Park
Details: Meredith Goldberg will 
lead a workshop on a Star of 
David fusible applique place mat

or table runner. The Pomegran
ate Guild of Southeastern Michi
gan studies and creates Judaic 
needlework
Contact: Judy Galperin at 
248-661-5337
SOUL RETENTION 
CLASS
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every 
Saturday
Location: Faith Community 
Wesleyan Church, 14560 Merri
man, Livonia
Details: This informal class 
includes fellowship, discussion 
and question and answers. All 
ages welcome. Bibles available if 
you don't have one 
Contact: Pastor Tom Hazelwood 
at 734-765-5476
WEDDING,
COMMITMENT
CEREMONIES
Time/Date: 10 a.m. commitment 
ceremony; 12:30 p.m. wedding, 
Feb. 14
Location: Unity of Livonia, 
28660 Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: The church offers a 
complimentary group wedding 
and group commitment cere
mony on Valentine's Day. Cou
ples must pre-register, and those 
participating in the wedding 
ceremony must deliver their 
license to the church no later 
than Wednesday, Feb. 11 
Contact: 734-421-1760

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY 
Men’s Bible study 
Time/Date: Breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and study at 8 a.m.
Location: Kirby's Coney Island, 
21200 Haggerty, Northville 
Township
Contact: John Shulenberger at
734-464-9491
Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday
Location: Six Mile and Beech 
Daly, Redford Township 
Details: Scripture study 
Contact: 313-534-9000
CLOTHING BANK
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. last 
Saturday of the month 
Location: Canton Christian 
Fellowship, 8775 Ronda Drive, 
Canton
Details: No documentation 
needed
Contact: info@cantoncf.org
FAMILY MEAL
Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every 
Thursday
Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington 
Hills
Details: Free meal
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
MOMS
Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
second Tuesday, September-May 
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers of Preschool
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers 
of infants through kindergart- 
ners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at 
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at 
734-658-2463
Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first 
and third Tuesdays 
Location: 24800 W. Chicago 
Road, Redford
Details: MOPS is a place where 
moms can build friendships, 
receive mothering support, 
practical help and spiritual hope. 
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084 
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1 p.m. Sunday 
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911 
Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: All Creatures ULC 
sponsors the service, which is 
conducted in an informal set
ting. Pet blessings are available 
after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162 
PRAYER 
St. Edith Church 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs
day
Location: Parish office, 15089 
Newburgh, Livonia 
Details: Group meets for sing
ing, praying and short teaching. 
Fellowship with snacks follows 
Contact: Parish office at 734- 
464-1223
Contact: 734-464-1223
St. Michael Lutheran Church

Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday- 
Friday
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon, 
Canton
Details: Praying silently or 
aloud together; prayer requests 
welcomed.
Contact: 734-459-3333 for 
additional information
SINGLES
Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford, Room 304 
Details: Divorce Overcomers 
group is designed for individuals 
going through divorce, those 
who are divorced or separated. 
Contact: The facilitator at 
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org 
First Presbyterian Church 
Time/Date: 7-7:15 p.m., social 
time; 7:30 p.m., announcements; 
7:30-8:30 p.m., program; 8:30-9 
p.m. ice cream social, Thursdays. 
Location: 200 E. Main St., 
Northville
Details: Single Place Ministry; 
cost is $5
Contact: 248-349-0911 or visit 
www.singleplace.org 
Steve's Family Restaurant 
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 15800 Middlebeit, V4 
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia 
Details: Widowed men of all 
ages may attend the Widowed 
Friends Men's breakfast. This is 
an informal "peer" group where 
men have an opportunity to 
meet with others.
Contact: 313-534-0399
SONG CIRCLE
Congregation Beth Ahm  
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m. 
every Shabbat
Location: 5075 W. Maple, West 
Bloomfield
Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat 
songs) and celebrate Kiddush 
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans
literation as well as the original 
Hebrew.
Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.
SUPPORT
Apostolic Christian Church 
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
daily
Location: 29667 Wentworth, 
Livonia
Details: Adult day care program 
at the church's Woodhaven 
Retirement Community, Funding 
available from TSA, AAA 1-C 
Older Americans Act.
Contact: 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com
Connection Church 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday 
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton 
Details: Celebrate Recovery is a 
Christ-centered recovery for all 
hurts, habits and hang-ups.
Child care is available for free 
Contact: Jonathan@Connec- 
tionchurch.info or 248-787-5009 
Detroit World Outreach 
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
Location: 23800 W. Chicago, 
Redford; Room 202 
Details: Addiction No More 
offers support for addictive 
behavior problems 
Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244 
» Farmington Hills Baptist 
Church
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second 
Tuesday of the month except 
January, July and August 
Location: 28301 Middlebeit, 
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in 
Farmington Hills 
Details: Western Oakland 
Parkinson Support Group 
Contact: 248-433-1011 
» Merriman Road Baptist 
Church
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and 
fourth Thursday 
Location: 2055 Merriman, 
Garden City
Details: Metro Fibromyalgia 
support group meets; donations 
Contact: www.metrofibro- 
group.com; or call Ruthann with 
questions at 734-981-2519 
» Fireside Church of God 
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday 
Location: 11771 Newburgh, 
Livonia
Details: Fireside Adult Day 
Ministry activity-based program 
for dependent adults, specializ
ing in dementia care. Not a 
drop-in center

Contact: 734-855-4056 or 
734-464-0990; www.firesidecho- 
g.org; or email to adm@fire- 
sidechog.org
» St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday
Location: 16360 Hubbard, 
Livonia
Details: A weekly drop-in Food 
Cupboard (nonperishable items) 
is available
Contact: 734-421-8451 
» St. Thomas a ’ Becket 
Church
Time/Date: Weigh-in is 6:15- 
6:55 p.m.; support group 7 p.m. 
Thursday
Location: 555 S. Lilley, Canton 
Details: Take Off Pounds Sen
sibly
Contact: Margaret at 734-838- 
0322
» Unity of Livonia 
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday 
Location: 28660 Five Mile, 
between Middlebeit and Inkster, 
Livonia
Details: Overeaters Anonymous 
Contact: 248-559-7722; 
www.oa.org for additional 
information
» Ward Evangelical Presby
terian Church
Time/Date: 6 p.m. dinner (op
tional); 7 p.m. worship; 8 p.m. 
small group discussion; 9 p.m. 
Solid Rock Cafe (optional coffee/ 
desserts)
Location: 40000 Six Mile, North
ville Township 
Details: Celebrate Recovery 
helps men and women find 
freedom from hurts, habits and 
hangups (addictive and com
pulsive behaviors); child care is 
free.
Contact: Child care, 248-374- 
7400; www.celebraterecovery- 
.com and www.wardchurch.org/ 
celebrate
THRIFT STORE
St. James Presbyterian 
Location: 25350 W. Six Mile, 
Redford
Contact: 313-534-7730 for 
additional information 
Way of Life Christian Church 
Time/Date: 2-3:30 p.m. third 
Saturday from October through 
May
Location: 9401 General Drive, 
Lilley Executive Plaza, Suite 100, 
Plymouth
Details: Women's fellowship is 
designed for women with a 
question to know God more in 
their lives.
Contact: 734-637-7618
TOUR
Time/Date: 10:30 a.m. to noon 
first Sunday of the month 
Location: The Solanus Casey 
Center, a Capuchin ministry, at 
1780 Mount Elliott, Detroit 
Details: Led by Capuchin friar 
Larry Webber, the director of 
the Solanus Casey Center, the 
tour focuses on the spirituality 
and holiness of Father Solanus, a 
humble Capuchin friar credited 
with miraculous cures and 
valued for his wise and compas
sionate counsel. No reservations 
are needed, although the center 
requests an advance phone call 
for groups of five or more. No 
cost for the tour, although 
donations are accepted. 
Contact: 313-579-2100, Ext. 149; 
www.solanuscenter.org
WORSHIP
» Adat Shalom Synagogue  
Time/Date: 6 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. 
and 9 p.m. Saturday; 7:30 a.m. 
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday; and 6 
p.m. weekdays 
Location: 29901 Middlebeit, 
Farmington Hills •
Contact: 248-851-5100 
» Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 10 a.m. Sunday 
service
Location: 35300 W. Eight Mile, 
Farmington Hills 
Contact: pastor Terry Miller at 
tshelton@mi.rr.com; 248-478- 
6520
» Christ Our Savior Lutheran 
Church
Time/Date: 8:30 a.m. and 11 
a.m. services; 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
school and youth and adult 
Bible classes
Location: 14175 Farmington 
Road, just north of I-96, Livonia 
Contact: 734-522-6830

CHURCHES OF 
THE NAZARENE
PLYMOUTH CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

45801 W. Ann A rbor R o a d  •  (734) 453-1525

Sunday School - 9:45 A.M. 
Sunday Worship - 11:00 A.M. 
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M. <j 

Family Night - Wed. 7:00 P.M. jf 
NEW HORIZONS FOR CHILDREN LEARNING CENTER J 

(734)455-3196 <

Y o u r In v ita t io n  to
EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

FklhJI A A 7A U  T 'l  40000  Six M ile Road 
V  V / \ I Y J L 7  Northville , M l 48168 

III I  CHURCH 248.374.7400

S u n d a y  W o rsh ip  S e rv ic e s
8 a.m. | 9:30 a m. | 11a.m.

4 different music styles from classic to modern 

www.wardchurch.org

CATHOLIC

ST. ANNE’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Tridentine La tin  Mass 
St. Anne’s Academy - Grades K-8

38100 F iv e  M ile Road 
L iv o n ia , M I 48154 • (734) 462-3200

Mass Schedule:
First Friday Mass 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Mass 1 IKK) a.m.
Sunday Masses 7:30 & 10:00 a.m.
Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass 
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 

Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M.

ASSEMBLIES 
OF GOD

c4 € fu ir c t if a r  
S e a so n e d  S a in ts

OPEN ARMS CHURCH
Worship: 

Sunday 10:30 am  
Wednesday 7 pmYIZZIIII

Pastor Brady Jensen & Music Minister Abe Fazzini

33015 W. 7 Mile Rd.« Livonia 48152
Between Farmington & Merriman 

Across from Joe’s Produce ~ i
248.471.5282

o Church As You Remember it! s

For Information 
regarding this 

Directory, please call 
Sue Sare 

at 248-926-2219  
or e-mail:

ssare@michigan.com

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.mideathnotlces.com
http://www.rggrharris.com
mailto:sba-deen@tbosm.com
mailto:sba-deen@tbosm.com
mailto:info@cantoncf.org
mailto:lef@dwo.org
http://www.singleplace.org
mailto:nancyellen879@att.net
http://www.metrofibro-group.com
http://www.metrofibro-group.com
http://www.firesidecho-g.org
http://www.firesidecho-g.org
mailto:adm@fire-sidechog.org
mailto:adm@fire-sidechog.org
http://www.oa.org
http://www.wardchurch.org/
http://www.solanuscenter.org
mailto:tshelton@mi.rr.com
http://www.wardchurch.org
mailto:ssare@michigan.com
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Inspire Theatre celebrates 10th 
anniversary with variety show

PH O TO S B Y  TO M  BEAU D O IN

Len Fisher, director, and Nancy Rocker, assistant director, look on as the cast rehearses for Inspire Theatre's 10th 
anniversary show. Fisher founded the Westland community theater.

Inspire Theatre performers, Joe Mowaske (left), Bev Green, Jim Gladden,
Livonia residents Bobbi Gladden and Jacob Oesterwind play Jenny and Deanna Lee and Angela Ross recreate a scene from the hit television show,
Forest Gump during a rehearsal at Inspire Theatre in Westland. The theater "Taxi" for the theater's upcoming 10th anniversary show,
will celebrate its 10-year anniversary in February.

By Sh aron D argay
Staff Writer

It was a cold January night 
in 2005. Len Fisher recently 
had lost his job after the 
church he pastored had closed. 
The Christmas play he had 
directed at another local 
church also had ended.

The Westland resident did 
what any true thespian would 
do. He called his friends to
gether and said “let’s start a 
theater.”

“That was January, around 
the 8th. By Feb. 14 we did our 
first show. We had one month 
to put together a show and cast 
it,” said Fisher, who called the 
troupe Inspire Theatre. “I told 
them if we’re going to be a 
theater company we need to do 
a show. Otherwise, we’re just a 
nice group that talks about 
theater.”

Fisher, who had grown up 
watching Carol Burnett on 
television, wrote his own mu
sical variety show for the 
troupe’s debut.

“It was a musical tribute to 
love and marriage. I had ba
sically written it before, 
tweaked it and added dinner,” 
he said. “We sold out a one- 
night show and had a blast.”

He and his Inspire cast and 
crew are looking for a repeat 
of that successful first show, 
when they reprise favorite 
scenes and songs from the past 
decade at a 10th anniversary 
dinner show.

Dinner theater shows, cater
ed by Lou Toarmina of Toarmi- 
na’s Pizza, are at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 13-14. 
Tickets are $25. Shows with 
appetizers are at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday-Saturday, Feb. 20-21. 
Tickets are $15. A matinee 
show without food is at Sunday, 
Feb. 15. Tickets are $13. The 
theater is at 5767 Executive 
Driver, Westland.

“ Godspell was fun. That 
was our first real show. We’re 
bringing back one song from 
that. Burns and Allen are mak
ing an appearance. We have a 
scene from It’s a Wonderful 
Life, we have vaudeville 
jokes,” Fisher said. The show 
will include scenes from televi
sion, movies — including Star 
Wars — and Broadway.

Talented fam ily
The 21-member cast in

cludes some of Fisher’s family 
members. His wife, Sue, 
daughter, Elizabeth Kerr, sons, 
Andrew and Benjamin, and 
daughter-in-law, Kylee Fisher, 
will each sing one or more

Carolyn Via of Garden City portrays 
Gracie Allen during a rehearsal at 
Inspire Theatre in Westland.

songs.
“We’re bringing back every

thing we’ve done over the 
years and my whole family has 
been in shows over the years,” 
he said. “There have been a lot 
of variety shows, which amaz
ingly, are more difficult than a 
play because there are so 
many elements. I’m working 
on the order of this show now 
and there are 48 elements to 
put in the right order.”

Courtney Nixon of Farming- 
ton Hills will appear in several 
scenes. She’ll portray Marilyn 
Monroe singing Happy Birth
day and will reprise her role as 
Glinda the Good Witch. She’ll 
also appear in a Star Wars 
scene and will bring back an 
over-bearing stage mother

character from a previous 
play.

Nixon has been involved 
with Inspire Theatre since its 
first play, after a friend sug
gested she audition for God- 
spell. She had no acting experi
ence when she tried out and 
then landed a part as a town- 
sperson. Since then, she has 
performed in nearly 20 shows.

“I don’t think many in the 
theater would describe me as 
shy anymore,” she said.

Fun on stage
Nixon teaches at St. Fabian 

School in Farmington Hills, 
where she has directed the 
middle school play. When she 
talks to her young cast and 
crew, she mirrors Fisher’s

philosophy.
“He always tells us if you’re 

not having fun, you’re not do
ing it right,” she said. “I think 
we take people where they are, 
(at Inspire) no matter if they 
are the best singer in the world 
or not the best. We play to 
everybody’s strengths. It’s all 
about coming together and 
enjoying ourselves as we put 
on a show.”

That camaraderie draws 
John Donnelly of Redford to 
the Inspire stage year after 
year. Donnelly, 62, performed 
in an annual charity show pro
duced by a community group 
in Redford from the late 
1980s-1990s. After the group 
disbanded, it was another dec
ade before he took a chance on 
Inspire Theatre in 2006.

“I love it. It’s fun,” Donnelly 
said. “A lot of it is Len. He is 
fun to work with and he is very 
knowledgeable..”

Donnelly figures he has 
performed in 20-some shows. 
He won the lead in No Stone 
Unturned in November 2014. 
The Inspire mystery was per
formed as dinner theater at 
Mangiamos in Saline.

“That was a good one. That 
was really funny and I had a 
great time making it,” Donnel
ly said. “There were a lot of 
people I had worked with 
many times before. Lots of 
regulars in that one. I enjoyed 
it very much.”

For tickets to the 10th anni
versary show, call 734-751-7057 
or visit inspiretheatre.com.

GET OUT! CALENDAR

SUBM ITTED
Laugh Riot Dolls present "Laugh at Love: an Anti-Valentine's Day Show," 
Feb. 13 at The Mix Studio Theater in Ypsilanti.

ANIMALS
DETROIT ZOO
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 
Location: I-696 service drive and 
Woodward, Royal Oak 
Details: Admission is $14 for adults 
15-61, $10 for senior citizens 62 and 
older, and for children ages 2-14; chil
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars 
and vans is $5. Detroit Zoological Soci
ety members get free admission and 
parking
Wild Winter Weekend: Celebrate 
African American history with an Afri
can drum lesson, hear stories by Kenyan 
naturalist and Detroit Zoo education 
specialist David Gakure, enjoy live 
entertainment, arts and crafts, games 
and educational experiences, 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 7-8. Free 
with zoo admission 
Contact: 248-541-5717

ARTS AND CRAFTS
DIRTY SHOW
Time/Date: 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Thursday- 
Saturday, Feb. 12-14 and Friday-Sat
urday, Feb. 20-21
Location: Russell Industrial Center, 1600 
Clay Ave. Detroit
Details: Exhibit of erotic art, with an 
appearance by John Waters at 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12. Tickets are $30 gener
al admission, $45 seated, $75 VIP 
Contact: dirtyshow.org
GALLERY@VT
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday- 
Friday and during public events, 
through Feb. 28
Location: Village Theater at Cherry Hill, 
50400 Cherry Hill Road, Canton 
Details: Art work and essays on Martin 
Luther King, Jr., by students in the P-CEP 
Arts Academy
Contact: 734-394-5300; cantonvilla- 
getheater.org
NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE
Time/Date: Noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday- 
Friday, noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
6-27
Location: 215 W. Cady, Northville 
Details: Ninth annual Member Exhibi

tion features more than 70 works of art 
in all media. Opening reception, 6-9 
p.m. Feb. 6
Contact: 248-344-0497

COMEDY
EMERGENT ARTS
Time/Date: 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 13 
Location: The Mix Studio Theater, 8 N. 
Washington Street, Ypsilanti 
Details: The Laugh Riot Dolls present 
"Laugh at Love: an Anti-Valentine's Day 
Show, an all-female cabaret-style 
comedy show with stand-up comedy. 
The show also will feature The Little 
Dollies. All seats $10
Contact: 734-985-0875; www.emergen- 
tarts.com
JOEY’S COMEDY CLUB
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29; 8 
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
Jan. 30-31
Location: 36071 Plymouth Road, Livo
nia
Details: Alex Ortiz; tickets are $12 for 
show only or $25 for show and a dinner 
on Thursday; $16 for show or $29 for 
show and dinner, Friday-Sunday 
Open mic: Each comedian gets five 
minutes of stage time. Open mic begins

at 8 p.m. every Tuesday. Call the box 
office Tuesday through Thursday, to get 
on the performer list 
Contact: 734-261-0555; catchthefunny- 
.com
LAUGH IT OFF
Time/Date: 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6 
Location: Brady's Tavern, 31231 South- 
field Road, Beverly Hills 
Details: The show will feature Jeff 
Ford, Amit Jain, Michael Joseph Klink, 
Khurum Sheikh, Tom Massey, Greg Shur, 
Joey Derderian, Andrew Acker and Jane 
aka CC Dynamite with her puppet. $8 if 
booked in advance by email or $10 at 
the door
Contact: artactivity@hotmail.com 
MARK RIDLEY'S COMEDY 
CASTLE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Thursday-Friday, Jan. 
39-30; and 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Sat
urday, Jan. 31
Location: Fourth and Troy streets in 
downtown Royal Oak 
Details: Bobby Tessel; tickets $10 Thurs
day, $18 Friday-Saturday 
Contact: 248-542-9900; info@Com- 
edyCastle.com

DANCE
BARN DANCE
Time/Date: 6-7 p.m. and 8-9:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 7
Location: The farm at Kensington 
Metropark, 4570 Huron River Parkway, 
Milford
Details: Early barn dance is for daugh
ters and their fathers; later dance is for 
families. Tickets are $8 in advance or 
$10 at the door. A square dance caller 
will walk dancers through the basics. A 
Metroparks vehicle entry permit is 
required to access the park. Cost is $7 
daily, $30 annually or $20 annually for 
seniors
Contact: 810-227-8910
EISENHOWER DANCE
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31 
Location: Detroit Opera House, 1526 
Broadway, Detroit
Details: Premiere of The Light Show, a 
co-commission by Detroit Opera House 
and Wharton Center of East Lansing. 
The production pairs four choreogra
phers with four lighting designers, with 
dancers' movements developed in 
tandem with varying light treatments. 
Tickets are $25-$83. Laurie Eisenhower, 
artistic director, will give a free dance 
talk one hour before the performance. 
A master class for intermediate dancers, 
ages 14 and up, is at 11 a.m. Jan. 31. 
Pre-register for the class at dance@mo- 
topera.org
Contact: MichiganOpera.org; 313-237- 
SING
MICHIGAN CLASSIC BALLET
Time/Date: 12:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31 
Location: Smith Theatre at Oakland 
Community College, Orchard Ridge 
Campus, Orchard Lake Road, south of 
I-696, in Farmington Hills 
Details: "A Winter Fairy Tale," features 
excerpts from Sleeping Beauty. The 
program will also include the debut 
performance of Etiole sur Paris, choreo
graphed by Renee Rodriguez Mueller, 
especially for the Michigan Classic Ballet 
dancers. Order advance tickets, $20 
each, by phone, online at michiganclas- 
sicballet.org, by mail at 5526 Drake, 
West Bloomfield, Ml 48322. Tickets will 
be sold at the door for $25

Contact: 248-682-2284
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Jan. 30-31 and 2 
p.m. Feb. 1
Location: Allesee Dance Theatre, third 
floor, room 3317, Old Main, 4841 Cass at 
Warren Ave., Detroit 
Details: Dance Workshop Showcase 
features eight dances choreographed 
by WSU dance majors. General admis
sion is $12; $8 for students and seniors.
A limited number of tickets may be 
available at the door for $15. Buy tickets 
at wsushows.com, at the Hillberry Box 
Office, 4743 Cass, Detroit, or by phone 
Contact: 313-577-2972

FILM
PENN THEATRE
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 30 and 
Thursday, Feb. 5; 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 31; and 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb.
Location: 760 Penniman, Plymouth 
Details: Interstellar; admission $3 
Contact: 734-453-0870; www.penn- 
theatre.com
REDFORD THEATRE
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Feb. 6 and 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. Feb. 7
Location: 17360 Lahser, just north of 
Grand River Avenue in Detroit 
Details: Alfred Hitchcock's Spellbound; 
$5
Contact: 313-898-1481

HISTORY
KELSEY MUSEUM
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday- 
Friday, and 1-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, 
Feb. 6-May 3
Location: 434 State St., Ann Arbor 
Details: "Death Dogs: The Jackal Gods 
of Ancient Egypt," will explore the 
mysterious ancient Egyptian jackal
headed gods associated with death and 
the afterlife. It will feature approxi
mately 40 artifacts, some never before 
displayed and many coming from 
University of Michigan excavations in 
Egypt. The exhibit opens at 6 p.m. Feb.
6 with a lecture by T.G. Wilfong, Kelsey 
Museum curator. A reception follows 
Contact: 734-764-9304

http://www.emergen-tarts.com
http://www.emergen-tarts.com
mailto:artactivity@hotmail.com
mailto:info@Com-edyCastle.com
mailto:info@Com-edyCastle.com
mailto:dance@mo-topera.org
mailto:dance@mo-topera.org
http://www.penn-theatre.com
http://www.penn-theatre.com
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CREAMY SMOKED 
SWEET POTATO SOUP
Servings: 6-8
Courtesy of Samantha Foglesong,
New Orleans, La.

4 extra-large sweet potatoes 
(about 5 pounds)

4 cups seafood stock 
2 cups heavy whipping cream 
3A teaspoon kosher sa lt divided 
Vi teaspoon ground cinnamon 
V> teaspoon ground nutmeg 
1 pound fresh jumbo lump 

crabmeat, picked free of shells
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice 
14 teaspoon crushed red pepper
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, 

melted
1 tablespoon thinly sliced chives

Prepare smoker to 200°F.
Smoke sweet potatoes 2 'A-.3 
hours. Let cool, and peel.
In large Dutch oven, combine 
sweet potatoes, stock and cream. 
Blend on high speed with an im
mersion blender until smooth.
Heat over medium heat, and add 
'A teaspoon salt, then cinnamon and 
nutmeg. Strain mixture through 
fine-mesh sieve into large bowl; 
discard solids.
In medium bowl, combine crab, 
lemon juice, red pepper, remaining 
salt, butter and chives.
Divide soup among bowls and 
top with crab mixture.

S W E E T  
P O T A T O  E S

P A C K  IN N U T R IT IO N , P E R K  
U P  A N Y  M E A L

PIQUANT SWEET 
POTATO QUICHE
Servings: 6
Courtesy of Karen McGowan,
Houston, Texas

1 bag (15-ounces) frozen sweet 
potato fries, thawed 

% cup melted unsalted butter 
1 Vi cups shredded Havarti or 

Monterey Jack cheese
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and

diced
2 cups shredded Swiss cheese 
2 cups chopped cooked ham
V* cup finely chopped fresh chives 
4 large eggs, lightly beaten 
1 cup half-and-half 
1 ’/; teaspoons salt 
1% teaspoon smoked paprika 
Vi teaspoon ground black pepper 
y> teaspoon cayenne pepper

Preheat oven to 425°F.
Spray 10-inch pie dish with non
stick cooking spray.
Pulse sweet potato in food pro
cessor until shredded. Transfer 
sweet potato to sieve and press with 
paper towels to remove excess 
moisture.
Press potato into bottom and up 
sides of prepared pie dish. Brush 
with melted butter and cover with 
aluminum foil. Bake until edges of 
crust are golden brown, 20-25 
minutes. Remove from oven and let 
cool on wire rack. Reduce oven to 
350°F.
Add Havarti cheese, jalapeno,
Swiss cheese, ham and chives to 
crust in one layer.
In medium bowl, combine eggs, 
half-and-half, salt, paprika, pepper 
and cayenne. Pour evenly over 
cheese mixture and cover with 
aluminum foil.
Bake until knife inserted into 
center comes out clean, 30-40 min
utes. Let cool 5 minutes before 
serving.

If you’re looking for a little variety to spice up your life, cooking with a 
versatile veggie such as the sweet potato may give your menu the 
satisfying kick you crave, along with a healthy dose of the nutrients 
your body needs.
Unlike many vegetables with a peak season that comes and goes, 

sweet potatoes can be found at your local grocery store year round with 
a consistent quality and freshness. Because they are available fresh, 
canned or frozen, sweet potatoes offer the ultimate flexibility for 
healthy and delicious menu options at any meal.

With virtually no fat and low in sodium, sweet potatoes, or yams, fit 
perfectly into a low-carb lifestyle, with major nutritional bonuses to 
boot. In addition to being a source of vitamin B-6, iron, potassium and 
fiber, the sweet potato provides twice the recommended daily allowance 
of vitamin A and more than one-third of the requirements for vitamin C.

Sweet potatoes also rank significantly lower than white potatoes in 
the glycemic index, which explains why many carb-counting diets en
courage substituting sweet potatoes for white potatoes.

For more prize-winning free recipes, or to enter your recipe in the 
national Louisiana Sweet Potato Commission’s 2015 Sweet Rewards Reci
pe Contest, visit www.sweetpotato.org

Courtesy o f Fam ily Features

TIPS FOR PERFECT 
SWEET POTATOES
» Fresh sweet potatoes can 
be stored for up to a month at 
55°F to 65°F, but should not be 
refrigerated until after they 
are cooked.
» Always use a stainless 
steel knife when cutting a 
sweet potato; using a carbon 
blade will cause the yam to 
darken.
» One 15-ounce can of 
sweet potatoes equals one cup 
of fresh sweet potatoes.
» Canned sweet potatoes 
are precooked, so add them at 
the end of a recipe.

SWEET POTATO S'MORES
Servings: 6
Courtesy of Michele Carl,
Masonville, Colo.

1 cup pecans 
1 cup almonds 
% cup honey, divided 
Vi teaspoon vanilla 

extract
12 dried pitted dates 
VS teaspoon salt 
16 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon, divided
1 tablespoon unsalted 

butter
2 cans (15 ounces 

each) sweet potato 
puree

16 cup apple cider 
% teaspoon ground 

ginger
'A teaspoon ground 

nutmeg
Vt teaspoon ground 

cloves
Vi cup minced

crystallized ginger 
2 cups miniature marshmallows 
Dark chocolate shavings for garnish

Preheat oven to 170°F.
In food processor, pulse pecans and almonds until chopped. Add Acup honey, vanilla, dates, salt, % teaspoon cinna
mon and butter, and process until finely chopped.
Spread in thin layer on parchment-lined baking sheet. Bake until crispy, about 3 hours. Let cool, and cut into 3-inch 
squares.
Reduce oven to 250°F. Spray a 13-by-9-inch baking dish with nonstick cooking spray.
In food processor, combine sweet potato, apple cider, remaining honey, ginger, nutmeg, cloves and remaining cinna
mon; process until smooth. Stir in crystallized ginger.
Transfer to prepared baking dish, and cook 1 hour. Stir well, and cook 30 minutes more. Let cool to room temper
ature.
Increase oven to 300°F.
Spray rimmed baking sheet with nonstick cooking spray. Spread /2-inch layer of sweet potato butter on each cracker. 
Top with marshmallows, and place on prepared baking sheet; bake 10 minutes.
Sprinkle with chocolate shavings and serve.

mailto:SDARGAY@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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