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Former state attorney general

consulted on township

Matt Jachman
SatWiter

Plymouth Township has
enlisted a former Michigan
attorney general to handle two
major issues upon which ride
hundreds of thousands —or
even millions —of dollars.

The Mike Cox Law Firm was
paid $5,370 for representing
the township in its dispute with
the city of Detroit over the

A view from the stands as Plymouth-Canton performs its 2015 show, "E.X.0O."

ownership of former prison
property and in its talks with
the city of Plymouth over $3.8
million in retiree pension and
health insurance costs that
officials say are owed by the
city for the fire department the
communities once shared.

The township Board of
Trustees approved payment of
the Cox firm bill for unspec-
ified legal services on those
issues last month. Cox is a

Plymouth-Canton Marching Band takes first place

Kim Ward

Caresoooat

The Plymouth-Canton Marching Band served up a sweet
Halloween treat by ending the regular marching band season
with another first-place finish Oct. 31 at Livonia Franklin

High School.

PCMB scored 95.575 for its performance of their 2015
“E.X.0.” an otherworldly show about what happens when
alien nations meet for the first time. It features music by

Aaron Copland.

Once again, the band also captured the awards for Out-

standing Music Performance,

utstanding Visual Perfor-

mance and Outstanding General Effect.

In Flight 11 competition, Wyandotte Roosevelt came in
first place with a score of 87.775 and captured the awards for
Outstanding Music Performance, Visual Performance and

General Effect.

The winner in Flight 111 competition was Redford Thur-

See BAND, Page A13

personal acquaintance of town-
ship Supervisor Shannon Price.
Detroit and the township are
ina years-long legal battle over
190acres of property inthe
area of Five Mile and Ridge
that Detroit officials say was
improperly foreclosed uponin
2011 for nonpayment of taxes.
The land, part of the long-
closed Detroit House of Cor-
rections, later a state prison, is
part of a 323-acre parcel the

legal

township bought out of fore-
closure in 2011 for just over
$606,000. The city sued the
township in 2013 and a Wayne
County Circuit Court judge
ruled in Detroit’s favor in
March of this year, setting
aside the foreclosure.

The township appealed,

however, and the case is before
the Michigan Court of Appeals.
The issue of Plymouth Com-

munity Fire Department lega-

KRISTAN RODWELL

KRISTAN RODWELL

The PCMB brass and battery on the field.

Longtime Plymouth Community Band drummer mourned

M att Jachman
Saff\Witer

Douglas MacLeod, an early
member of the Plymouth Com-
munity Band, was remem-
bered last week as a loyal fa-
ther and friend and a perfec-
tionist who had strong opinions
about the way music should be
plak//?d.

acLeod, of Dearborn, died
Oct. 25 of complications from
cancer that he had successful-
ly battled for many years.

Apercussionist, MacLeod
had been a member of the
Plymouth Community Band
since around the time of its
founding in 1960. The band is
best known for its regular
Thursday evening summer-
time concerts in Kellogg Park,

plus has an in-
door season as
well.

“He was cer-
tainly well-loved
and well-re-
spected inthe
band,” said John
Monks, band
president and
also a percussionist. “He was
one of those kinds of people
you don't meet every day,

reall\l/?/.”

onks had known MacLeod
since joining the band in 1970
and MacLeod quickly became
a mentor and friend. Occasion-
ally, Monks said, he would
drop out of the band because
of work demands and Mac-
Leod “would always say, ‘John,
get back in here. We need

MacLeod
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you.”

The band meant a lot to
MacLeod, his son George said.
“That was his connection, in
his working years, with music.
It kept him beating the drum,”
he said.

MacLeod had an extensive
music library and was the
Community Band’s librarian
for many years.

None of MacLeod’s chil-
dren, however, became mu-
sicians. “We tried a couple of
instruments out, but | don*t
think he could keep us inside
long enough,” George Mac-
Leod said, with a laugh.

Douglas MacLeod was born
in Walkerville, Ontario, and
grew up in Ferndale, becoming
anaturalized U.S. citizen. He
graduated from Ferndale High
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School and earned a degree in
electrical engineering from
the University of Michigan,
where he played in the march-
ing band, said his son.

He served inthe U.S. Army
in both World War Il and the
Korean War, working in the
Army Signal Corps. He had a
long career at Michigan Bell,
retiring as a manager.

Musical career

Music was passion, though,
and after retirement he got to
make a second career out of it,
joining the now-defunct De-
troit Concert Band.

“He was quite fond of tell-
ing us he was a professional
bass drummer,” Monks said.

See MACLEOD, Page A2
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Issues

Cy COsts arose just over a year
ago, when township Treasurer
Ron Edwards announced $3.8
million was owed by the city.
The PCFD served both commu-
nities from February 1995
through 2011, when the city left
the arrangement to partner
with the fire department in the
city of Northville.

The township has since

See LEGAL, Page A2

Local
leaders:
State road
plan offers
some relief

Joanne Maliszewski
Saff\Witer

Local municipal leaders say
a $1.2 billion annual road fund-
ing plan will provide at least
some money for road repairs,
even though it won't be fully
funded until 2021.

“The fact that we’re able to
get something done to where
we’re going to
have some mon-
ey for roads isa
good thing. Ob-
viously, our
roads are in
terrible shape
and we need to
do something,”
Canton Town-
ship Supervisor
Phil LaJoy said.

In Plymouth,
Mayor Dan
Dwyer talked
about the state’s
proposed use of

eneral funds
or the phased
program. “It
does seem a a
little bit like
they kicked the
can down the
pothole-filled
road, but I'll
take something
rather than
nothing,” he
said, adding he
is concerned if
money is taken from state
shared revenues to local com-
munities.

“If they pull the money out
of revenue sharing, then itsa
terrible idea,” Dwyer said. “I
think they (state legislators)
are just able to say, ‘We did
something.”™

Wayne County Commission-
er Joe Barone of Plymouth is
keeping his fingers crossed
that money does head to the
county and local communities.
“It sounds good,” he said. “I
hope the funding is there. Its a
matter if the money’s there
and it trickles down to us.”

Plymouth Township Su-
pervisor Shannon Price was
unavailable for comment.

State Rep. Kurt Heise, R-
Plymouth, who supported the
plan - which includes in-
creased vehicle registration
fees and gas tax increases -
called the measure “reason-
able and prudent.

“It’s a sustainable plan. It’s
fair to road users. It also re-
duces the size of government,”
he said. “Not everybody got
what they wanted.”

In fact, the Senate and
House passed the bills this past
week by slim margins. The
fuel tax increase passed in the

Barone

See ROAD, Page A8
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Search continues for

freeway hit-and-run driver

Matt Jachman
Saf\Witer

Officers from Ply-
mouth and Plymouth
Township assisted Mich-
igan State Police troop-
ers Wednesday evening
in the search for a hit-
and-run driver who
struck a stranded mo-
torist on Interstate 275.

The victim was put-
ting gas into his Oldsmo-
bile on the shoulder of
southbound 1-275, where
the freeway crosses
M-14, when both he and
his car were sideswiped
by another vehicle, MSP
Lt. Mike Shaw said. The
crash occurred shortly
before 9 p.m.

The man was taken to
a local hospital with
minor injuries, Shaw
said. “He’ fine,” he
said. There were no
witnesses to the in-
cident other than the

victim.

The suspected hit-
and-run vehicle, a white
Ford F-150 pickup truck,
was found a short time
later in a parking lot
near the CVS drug store
at Ann Arbor Road and
Haggerty, Shaw said.
The vehicle involved in
the collision had lost its
right front wheel and
the right front wheel
was missing from the
F-150, Shaw said.

With the help of local
police, troopers set up a
perimeter in the area,
but were unable to lo-
cate the driver, Shaw
said. Police are speak-
ing to the registered
owner of the Oldsmobile
and continue to investi-
gate, he said.

Anyone with infor-
mation about the in-
cident can offer tips at
877-642-4847 (877-
MICH-TIP).
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Mystery

Darrell Clem
Saff\Witer

Billy Joel was no-
where to be found.

This was the mystery
of the piano, man.

Workers showed up
Monday morning to find
an abandoned grand
piano on a new construc-
tion site in Canton.

“How does a grand
piano end up in the mid-
dle of a field where a
new housing develop-
ment is going in?” Can-
ton Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin asked. “It
just appeared over-
night.”

The lid was propped
up, as if beckoning
someone —anyone —to
play.

Stante Excavating Co.
workers found it as they
showed up to begin util-
ity work on the site off
Ridge Road, between
Cherry Hill and Proctor,
where Pulte Homes is

MACLEOD

Continued from Page Al

“I’'m sure that added a
decade to his life,”
George MacLeod said.

Monks said MacLeod
was prickly about the
music and paid close
attention to detail.

“He was a guy who
wanted things done a
certain way and, by God,
you did them that way,”
he said. “He didnt want
to take shortcuts. Never
was one for letting the
details go.”

But he was also “a man
of his word” and a loyal

LEGAL

Continued from Page Al

shared information with
city officials about how
the figure was derived,
but the city has hired
outside expertise, in-
cluding an actuary, to
arrive at an independent
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found on construction site

Nico Stante takes a turn on the piano that was found on a

new construction site.

building a new subdivi-
sion, River Ridge.
Charles Laroque, a

‘He was certainly
well-loved and
well-respected in
the band... one of
those kinds of
peopleyou don't
meetevery day.”

JOHN MONKS
band president

friend, Monks said: “He’d
do anything inthe world
for you.”

MacLeod was also
involved in other bands,
including; the Virginia
Grand Military Band and

number.

Township Trustee Bob
Doroshewitz voted
against the “consent
agenda” last month that
included paying of the
legal bills, saying Price
should have consulted
the board.

“The shift in legal
strategy came without
consent, or even knowl-

BEACON
SQUARE

A Pomeroy Living Community

MODELS

Canton staff engineer,
said the piano has every-
one baffled.

Windjammers Unlimited
Inc., which is dedicated
to performing old-fash-
ioned circus music. He
was named to the latter
group’ hall of fame in
1989.

MacLeod had lived in
the same house in Dear-
born for 65 years, George
MacLeod said. His wife,
Mary P. MacLeod, died in
2006 and he was also
preceded in death by a
daughter, Margaret.

In addition to George
MacLeod, he is survived
by sons Andrew, Fred
and Matthew, daughter
Ellen and companion
Barbara Bailey, plus six
grandchildren and three

edge, of the board. None
of the trustees knew
about it,” Doroshewitz
wrote in an email Thurs-
day. “That is not showing
respect and it is not
transparency.”
Doroshewitz also said
that, as a friend of Cox,
Price should have stayed
“as far away from the
line as possible” in hiring

A

“Fve moved a piano
before. It wasnt even a
grand piano, but it was
very heavy,” he said.

Mike Noles, vice
president of land devel-
opment for another
builder, Toll Brothers,
said he knows what he
would have done if he
found it on his property.

“The first thing |
would do is sit down and
play it,” he said.

Anpicture sent to the
Observer shows Nico
Stante, a Stante compa-
ny family member, do-
ing just that —and smil-
ing like a piano man.

Noles said it ap-
peared the piano wasnt
in the best shape,
though.

It wasn’t clear Thurs-
day where the piano
would end up —or
where its last sad re-
frain might be played.

dclem@ hometownlife.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver

great-grandchildren.

A memorial gathering
is scheduled for 4-9 p.m.
Wednesday at the Howe-
Peterson Funeral Home,
22546 Michigan Avenue,
Dearborn, and a funeral
Mass is scheduled for 10
a.m. Thursday at Divine
Child Church, 1055 N.
Silvery Lane, Dearborn.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions
can be made to North
Woods Hospice, 226 N.
Cedar Street, Manistique,
MI 49854 or to the Red
Cross.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman

his firm. Hiring Cox
wasn'’t wrong, Doroshe-
witz said, but the way it
was handled was objec-
tionable.

Phone calls and an
email to Price were not
returned Friday.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Schoolcraft moving forward with brewpub plan

David Veselenak
Saff Wit

Livonia is one step
closer to getting its first
brewpub in town.

Schoolcraft College
went before the Livonia
City Council earlier this
month to request approv-
al for anew Class C liquor
license for the college’s
new brewing and distill-
ation technology pro-
gram, which launched
earlier this year.

Linda Mayer, an at-
torney representing
Schoolcraft College, told
the council the students,
all of whom will be 18and
older, will brew beer as a
part of the curriculum on
campus at the VisTaTech
Center.

“It will be within the
culinary kitchen wing,”
she said. “The brewing
equipment will be wholly
contained within that
space, and they will sell
and serve the beer there
within the restaurant
that’s affiliated with the
culinary program.”

The council voted
unanimously to approve
the request for the col-
lege to obtain the neces-
sary license from the
Michigan Liquor Control
Commission. Rich Wein-
kauf, the college’s vice
president and chief aca-
demic officer, said they
will submit the resolution
from the city council
once the minutes are
approved Monday.

Mayer said the school
is requesting a new Class
Clicense for the brewin
program, one that woul
allow for the school to
serve and sell the beer
made by students on the
premises.

“Right now, they have
a Class Clicense at the
(VisTaTech) Center. It’s
an event license,” she
said. “It’s only usable for
events.”

The original event
license would remain
intact at the college and
could still be used during
events and fundraisers,
Mayer said. The new
license would not affect
the limited amount of
licenses the city is al-
lowed by law either, she
said.

If approved, School-
craft College would be
the first brewpub to open
in Livonia. Several other
communities have seen
brewpubs open ulp in
recent years, including in
Farmington, Lyon
Township, and Northville.

Earlier this year, Livo-
nia saw its first beer
maker, Liberty Street
Brewing Co., come to
town.

The next steps

It could take about 90
days for the license to be
api)roved, meaning the
college will be able to
serve beer sometime
early next year if ap-
proved. That will allow
students to serve beer at
the American Harvest
restaurant.

“Were really hoping
for early January,” Wein-
kauf said. “We intend to
be teaching students how
to serve beer, how to pour
it.”

Beers served will have
to be other brewery’s
beers until the brewpub
license is approved, Wein-
kauf said. That approval
process will take several
more months, as the col-
lege needs to have its
equipment in place be-
fore a state inspection.
Weinkauf said it wont be
until probably next aca-
demic year that students
will serve beer brewed on
premise.

Weinkauf, who is also
an instructor, said the
program has 44 declared
students in it, and more
are expected to join when
the new semester begins
in January. He said its a
wide mix of students, but
that they are all very
determined to succeed.

“That’s the impression
I’'m getting. They are
incredibly motivated,” he
said. “IThﬁy seem eﬁg—
tremely happy in this
program. | tﬁ%k they’re
going to be successful.”

Once all the proper
permissions are secured,
students will then be able
to sell and serve then-
brewed beer to patrons
on campus, as well as
provide beer sales for

people looking to take
some home.

“The idea is that the
students have an opportu-
nity to learn how to sell,
to serve, to do all those
kinds of things,” Mayer
said. “You could go inand
buy a six pack of beer
that was made by the
students.”

City council president
Maureen Miller Brosnan
said while the council
checked on age restric-

tions on who could partic-
ipate, the opportunities
coming with the brewpub
were something that
benefited the college.

“As much as we want
to be cautious, we also
want to recognize how
this provides Schoolcraft
College with a unique
advantage,” Brosnan
said.

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

FILE PHOTO

Tom Block, of Block
Brewing in Howell,
will teach in the
Schoolcraft
program. The
program received
approval from the
Livonia City Council
on Monday night to
request a liquor
license from the
Michigan Ligquor
Control
Commission.
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Plymouth foundation establishes Youth Fund

The Advisory Committee
of the Plymouth Foundation
has spent the last few years
laying the ground work and
soliciting input for a survey
to provide a needs assess-
ment for youth issues in the
community. More than two
dozen nonprofit and commu-
nity groups offered feedback
that led to the establishment
of an endowed Youth Fund
that will be used to meet
these challenges and more.

The foundation’s Advisory
Committee - a group of 14
community leaders from
numerous service clubs, busi-
nesses and nonprofits - got
some much needed assis-
tance.

A packed room of resi-
dents from the 48170 zip code
saw the unfolding of the final
product and was asked to roll
up their sleeves and get to
work raising awareness and
money for the fund.

“l had to ask (Kathleen Dul
Aznavorian co-owner of Fox
Hills and Advisory Commit-
tee member) to bring in addi-
tional tables,” chairman Da-
vid Siegrist said. “We have a
saying around our table that
‘many hands make light work’
and tonight is a perfect ex-
ample.”

“For good. For ever,” is the
foundation’s tag line, which
illustrates the permanent
nature of the endowed fund
for youth’s objectives. An
endowment is like a savings
account for the community,
which provides a source of
permanent funding for impor-
tant community issues both
now and for the future.

According to vice chair
Warren Musson, the idea is to
“take care of the youth of the
Plymouth Community in per-
petuity, providing grants out
of a portion of the investment
returns while preserving the
original value of the fund
over time.”

With Fox Hills Golf and
Banquet Center as the back-
drop, the program included a
thank you to the current com-
mittee - representing some
439 total years serving the

Plymouth community - in-
cluding a special bouquet of
roses for previous chairwom-
an Penny Joy of Rotary and
Christensen’s Plant Center.

Elaine Kennedy of New
Morning School, a grant re-
cipient of the foundation,
gave a brief presentation of
the school’s summer camp
program designed to close
the achievement gaps that
occur when children from
low-income families leave
school for the summer.

It was a night of both giv-
ing and receiving as the foun-
dation was presented with a
$10,000 check from the Wil-
cox Foundation’s Dan Herri-
man. The grant is to raise
awareness for the founda-
tion’s visibility and growth
toward its efforts in the com-
munity.

“There was a buzz in the
room and many people stayed
over an hour after the pro-
gram had ended. Now we are
going to translate that excite-
ment and energy into action,”
Siegrist said. “It was awe-
some watching people have
such a wonderful time.”

Former director of the
Plymouth Chamber of Com-
merce Fran Toney was among
the guests and was extremely
impressed with the event. “It
was a night to remember and
I was glad to see so many
people who make our commu-
nity great,” she said.

The foundation has provid-
ed more than $250,000 in
grants since its inception in
2006 and provides support
“for Plymouth, by Plymouth.”
Examples include engaging
at-risk middle school students
through the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools, support-
ing the Music Boosters ef-
forts in attending the Tourna-
ment of Roses Parade in Cali-
fornia and the Community
Arts Council with preparing
installation exhibits.

Those interested in joining
the efforts of the Foundation
can learn more at www.cfply-
mouth.org or support the
Fund for Youth, P.O. Box
700866, Plymouth, Ml 48170.
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advisory committee.
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Do your homework as annual deadlines approach

November already!
hat means there are
some fast approaching
deadlines. Of course, not
all deadlines apply to
everyone; however, keep
in mind that these dead-
lines are real and there
are no extensions. There-
fore, if any of these dead-
lines apply to you, you
need to take them seri-
ously. All too often, peo-
ple make uninformed
decisions as deadlines
approach. You dont want
to be in that crowd. You
want to take the appro-
priate amount of time so
¥ou can gather the in-
ormation you need and
make the proper deci-
sion.
The first approaching
deadline deals with Medi-

I\T’s hard to believe it is

care D. The prescription
drug plan is now inan
open enrollment period.
This is the one time of
year where people can
make changes to their
Medicare Prescription
Drug Plan. The deadline
to select a plan for 2016 is
Dec. 7. Therefore, there
is still time to do your
research and make an
informed decision.

It is important to re-
member that not only do
plans change year-to-
year, bute/our prescrip-
tions could change. The
plan you had for 2015

may not be appropriate
for 2016. My advice is to
research as if you do not
have a plan. T picaII?]/,
people think if they had a
plan last year and it was
fine, they might as well
just re-up for the next
year. Unfortunately, that
IS not a strategy you
should follow, as once
again, the plan that you
had last year may have
changed and in addition,
your prescription drugs
and the cost of them
could also have changed.
A great place to start
your research is through
Medicare’s prescription
drug finder on its web-
site.
_ Another deadline that
is approaching is with
taxes. For those of you
who are generous in

nature and are going to
make year-end charitable
contributions, if you are
going to deduct them this

ear, contributions must

e done before the end of
the year. | believe people
need to do their research.
Not only are there scam
artists that put up bogus
charities just to steal
your money, but there
are also legitimate char-
ities that do not spend
your money wisely.

As far as I’'m con-
cerned, when you make a
charitable contribution,
you’re hoping that the
money goes to a charita-
ble purpose, not to pay-
ing high salaries and
administrative fees.
Therefore, before you
give to a charity, it is
important that you do

some research. Not only
should you determine
that the charity is actu-
ally legitimate, but also
that they spend their
money wisely. Unfortu-
nately, many charities
are poorly run and spend
an inordinate amount of
their money on adminis-
trative and fundraising
expenses. Therefore, by
doing your research, you
can make sure that your
hard-earned money goes
to a charity that is legiti-
mate and is spending
your money wisely.

Two excellent sources
of information regarding
charities are
charitynavigator.org and
give.org. Theresa
wealth of information on
these websites that can
assist you in making your

charitable contributions.

| wish that life was
easier and that you didn't
have to check and dou-
ble-check so many differ-
ent things. It would be
nice, but unfortunately,
that is not the world that
we live in. The only way
that you can truly protect
yourself is to take your
time and do the neces-
sary research. Only then
will you be able to make
an informed decision and
one that best suits your
needs.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
www. bloomasset
management.com. |fyou
would like him to respond to
your questions, please please
email rick@bloomasset
management.com.

Donations help improve Westland’s Cayley Park

Leanne Rogers
ST \WWiter

Less than ideal weath-
er at the dedication cere-
mony didn’t hamper the
enthusiasm for improve-
ments at Westland’s Cay-
ley Park.

“Cayley Park is beau-
tiful thanks to the efforts
of the DPS (Department
of Public Services) staff,
(Wayne-Ford Civic
League President) Vic
Barra, the Norwayne
Community Citizens
Council and (Westland
Parks Director) Jessica
Mistak,” Westland Com-
munity Development
Director Joanne Camp-
bell said.

Along with a clean-up
of the park, playground
equipment was repaired
and spruced up and a
soccer field was added
with a basketball net set
up on a vacated section
of street. Parking was
added on the site of a
now-demolished quad-
plex.

Cayley Park EastAVest
spans two acres on
Grand Traverse, just east

H BE3 HR SIANR-OQHRRHER

Westland residents and officials gathered
on a blustery Thursday afternoon for the

re-dedication of Cayley Park.

and west of Everett, in
Norwayne. The park has
a picnic shelter, grills,
picnic tables and play
equipment.

The park was named
for the late Charles Cay-
ley, who was a Nankin
Township trustee. Cay-

H BE3 FR SN R-OQFRRHER
Michael Cayley Sr., son of park namesake
Charles Cayley, cuts the ceremonial ribbon for

the re-dedication of Cayley Park in Westland.

ley’s son Michael Cayley
Sr. has made two dona-
tions totaling $8,000 to
fund improvements at
the park.

Cayley Sr. attended
the dedication ceremony.
He grew up in Westland,
now resides in Chicago

Primary care. Specialty care.

Trusted care.

We've grown from a few independent physicians to more than 400 primary
care and specialty care physicians in 30 specialties with nearly 60 practices
in southeast Michigan. Our convenient hours and extensive network of
providers means your family gets care when and where you need it

Good news for

PremierCare participants.

You can use IHAs network of primary care and specialty physicians without
any penalty or extra copays. That's another great reason to join the more
than 17,000 U-M Premier Care patients who trust their health to IHA

and is President of Mida-
co Corporations, a manu-
facturing company based
out of Elk Grove Village,

llinois.

“We are so honored to
receive this generous
gift from Mr. Cayley,”
Westland Mayor William

H BES HR SANR-OQFRRHER

Ready to cut the ribbon at Cayley Park.

Wild said. “It is so re-
warding to see people
taking pride in the com-
munities that they were
raised in, and the family
history that these com-
munities hold, even after
they have moved away.”
The city has also bud-

eted $28,000 in federal

ommunity Develop-
ment Block Grant funds
for yet-to-be-determined
future improvements to
the park.

Irogers@hometownlife. com
734-883-9039

Atchinson Ford has received the President's Award from Ford Motor Company, which is Ford's highest honor for customer satisfaction.
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Plymouth police broaden

honors program

Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

The Plymouth Police
Department is overhaul-
ing—and playing catch-
up with —its depart-
mental honors program.

Limited until recently
to letters of commenda-
tion, which may or may
not get written, accord-
ing to the schedules and
motivational levels of the
command officers to
whom the task fell, the
honors program now
includes 15 different
awards, each with specif-
ic criteria, and an awards
committee that will de-
cide annually who should
get recognized.

The honors include
the Officer of the Year
award, given out yearly
since 2000 by the Rotary
Club of Plymouth, plus
new awards, such as for
community service, life-
saving, academic
achievement and an ex-
tended accident-free
driving record.

The result, Chief Al
Cox said, is a more for-
mal and thorough proc-
ess through which offi-
cers can get recognized
for going above and be-
yond the call and a goal-
setting measure designed
to boost morale.

“It’s something that
I've always thought we
should have,” Cox said
Thursday. “There are a
lot of things that these
folks do within their job
that also goes above and
beyond what they’re
required to do.”

“We don't always go
home and share every-
thing that happens at
work with our families
and just chalk up things
we did as ’part of the job’

Plymouth police Chief Al Cox.

even though it may go
beyond that,” Lt. Jamie
Grabowski wrote inan
email. “This process will
facilitate having our
families and fellow offi-
cers around us to cele-
brate both professional
and personal accomplish-
ments.”

Grabowski, an 18-year
department veteran and
the Rotary’s Officer of
the Year in 2000, was one
of many officers honored
last month when the
department, in Cox’s
words, é)layed catch-up
by handing out several
honors. Officers were
recognized for academic
achievement, participa-
tion in special units, com-
munity service, lifesav-
ing, qualifying as fire-
fighters and emergency
medical responders,
among other achieve-
ments.

“We were catching up,
this first go-round, on a
lot of awards,” Cox said.

Senate prayer

FILE PHOTO

From now on, he said,
department honors will
be formally presented
each May during Nation-
al Police Week.

The honors will be for
actions and achieve-
ments that take place
during every 12-month
period from March
through February, plus
nominations will be re-
viewed and the winners
chosen by a five-member
awards panel. Not all 15
honors, however, will
necessarily be handed
out each year, Cox said,
and one honor, the
Chief’s Award, will be
decided solely by the
chief.

“l want to make sure
we’re recognizing these
folks,” Cox said. “It’s an
opgortunity for me, too,
to brag about them and |
love that.”

mjachman@ hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman

State Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, welcomed the Rev. Scott Sesslerto lead the invocation
recently before the Senate session. Sessler (right) isthe pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in
Livonia.

Schoolcraft College clarifies tax vote totals

The latest numbers show the propos-
al lost by a 1,053-vote margin, with
21,051 “no” votes and 19,998 “yes” votes.
Initial totals had a narrower margin of
defeat.

"ARON'S

"We Sell Filters"

734-425-1415

31776 Cowan Road « Westland « www.sharonsheatingandair.com
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL * Woman-Owned for 32 Years

Schoolcraft College has clarified
unofficial vote totals officials initially
released from Tuesday’ election,
\évrhich had a 0.6-mill tax increase on the

allot.
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Project.
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ST. MARY MERCY
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Outpatient Surgery Center

The St. Mary Mercy Outpatient Surgery Center, a new
14,000 square footspace, provides outpatientsurgeries
and procedures requiring less than a 24-hour stay.
ltincludes three operating room suites, two procedure
rooms, 19 spacious pre-and post-operative private patient
rooms and a visitor waiting room .

The Center boasts state-of-the-artequipment, easy access,
convenience, efficiency, privacy and com fortfor patients
and accommodation of guests with family-friendly features

Specialized outpatient surgeries and procedures offered

o Ear, Nose & Throat 10 rthopedic

« General Surgery pPain Management
* Gynecology iPodiatry

1 Ophthalmology *Urology

St. Mary Mercy Outpatient Center
36622 Five Mile Road, Suite 201 » Livonia, M1 48154- 734-655-8270

stmarymercy.org
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Founded in 1984, gives honor and recognition of leaders from various ethnic backgrounds who have made outstanding contributions to the
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into the Hall of Fame Gallery join aroster of over 100 leaders,
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Woman’s road to recovery took inner strength, support

Julie Brown
Saft\Witer

Linda Vecchioniloves
her 2-year-old grand-
daughter.

“She’s the love of my
life,” said Vecchioni,
mom totwo daughters,
30 and 24, one in Florida,
the other in Michigan
with the toddler Vecchio-
niloves.

“I'never knew there
was a deeper love than
that,” the Melvindale
resident said of parental
love and being a grand-
ma. “l get to see her
learn and grow.”

Vecchioni, 49, has
traveled a torturous path
to sobriety. At 36, she
said she married an ad-
dict, her second mar-
riage, and began to abuse
crack cocaine, alcohol
and prescription drugs.

“l just wanted to be
loved and have the fairy
tale so badly. It took me
43 years to realize this is
the fairy tale,” said Vec-
chioni, who grew up in
Canton.

“l come from a pretty
traditional Italian fam -
ily,” said Vecchioni,
whose parents were 43
and 44 when she was
born. She grew up with
nieces and nephews her
own age.

Now, Vecchioni is
marking being clean.
“October was my six and
a halfyears,” she said,
with April 6,2009, her
clean date.

'A thinking disease'
She’s also bipolar.
“Addiction is a thinking
disease. It’s up here,” she

said. “Forme, it was
more of a stigma to ad-
mitl had amentalillness
vs. being an addict.”

She married at 18, had
her first child at 19 and
was divorced at 21. Her
second hushand was a
friend of years. “l just
thought we were going to
getmarried and it would
all work out. At some
point, itbecame my
choice,” she said of her
addiction.

“Soldoownmypart
in it,” she said, noting

ROAD

Continued from Page Al

Senate by 20-18, while in
the House it was 55-52.
The hike in vehicle regis-
trations fees in the state
House scraped by at
54-53.

In dollars, Michigan
motorists would typically
pay about $20 more for
their vehicle registration
fees and spend about
$1.17 more for a 15-gallon
fill-up.

State Sen. Patrick
Colbeck, R-Canton, op-
posed his party and the
road package. “l voted no
on the hike in vehicle
registration fees (HB
4736) and gas tax rates
(HB 4738),” he said.

“l voted yes on bills
thatwould help our citi-
zens including bills to
reduce the state income
tax (SB 414) and dedicate
$600 million in existing
funds to roads while
expanding the Home-
stead Property Tax Cred-
it (HB 4370). I also voted
yes on abill that spec-
ifies warranty require-
ments (HB 4737), al-
though I was disappoint-
ed thatitlacks key en-
forcement provisions
that were in the original
Senate package.”

Gov. Rick Snyder is
expected to sign the bills
into law this coming
week.

Republicans in the
Michigan Senate passed
aplan earlier in the day
that would raise $400
million from increased
fuel taxes, $200 million
from higher registration
fees and take $600 mil-
lion from the state’s gen-
eral fund.

The plan also includes
asweetened Homestead
Property Tax Credit and
anincome tax rollback
that would start in 2023 if
growth in Michigan’s
general fund exceeds the
rate of inflation mul-
tiplied by 1.425. Some
Michigan residents could
see their homestead
credits increase by $300
a year.

Democrats didn't
embrace the package.

she could have left. “I'm
grateful he loved me
enough to letme go and
heal.  wouldn't change
anything.”

Her second marriage
included domestic vio-
lence, she said. Vecchioni
later divorced and
speaks with her ex-hus-
band, who agreed she
should tell her own story
for the Observer.

She’d done some mari-
juana use and beer
drinking in high school,
“nothing that really got
outofcontrol forme.”
Now, she sees patterns
from growing up that
caused later behavior.

“My lastrelapse was
really bad,” she said. “I
couldn't find the exit
door thistime and | tried
to commit suicide. I just
came in so broken and so
lost. I needed some di-
rection.”

Reaching out for

help

She entered the W est-
land-based Beginning
Step program. Vecchioni
spentnine months in
transitional housing,
going to 12-step-based
group meetings five
times weekly. She gota
sponsoras well.

“She’s still my sponsor
today. She’sarecovering
addict. She has 18
months (clean) more
than 1 do. My sponsor
taught me unconditional
love. She taught me not
to take myself too seri-
ously,” Vecchioni said.

A fterbecoming clean,
Vecchioniearned Certi-
fied Recovery Peer Men-
tor credentials and took
recovery coach training.
She now volunteers with
Beginning Step to help
otheraddicts and will
continue her training.

“My passion is really
more being in the trench-
esworking side by side
with people,” she said.
She’sbased out of the
Dorsey Centerin West-
land.

There’sarelated Safe
Step housing component
for those battling addic-
tion. “We service the
veterans as well as re-

“It's a
sustainable plan.

It's fair to road

users. It also

reduces the size
ofgovernment.
Noteverybody got
w hatthey
wanted.”

REP. KURT HEISE
R-Plymouth

“This week, the Re-
publican-controlled
House and Senate passed
anirresponsible, politi-
cally motivated roads
funding package,” said
state Rep. Kristy Pagan,
D-Canton. “l voted no on
the package because this
plan raises taxes on
working families without
actually solving the prob-
lem of fixing our roads,
cutsincome taxes for the
wealthiest, drains our
state budget while put-
ting funding for educa-
tion, public safety and
health care in jeopardy
and fails to address the
issue of overweight
trucks, which cause the
mostdamage to our
roads.”

She also criticized the
delay in fully funding the
road effort, because by
then more money will be
required forrepairs and
maintenance than the
current estimates, on
which funding is now
based. The package,
Pagan said, “will only
generate $425 million in
the first year and $608

[c om p1 e te
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We do what most others
do for about half the price.
Husband Family
Funeral Home

Ask for Kim
734-331-3349
Call for details §

www.rhusband.com 1
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Linda Vecchioni and program director Don Oesterwind Jr. of Beginning Step visit at a recent
Westland Rotary meeting where Vecchioni shared her story.

covering addicts coming
in,” she said. A contract
with the VA is part of
that initiative, to help
those in recovery.

“As | stayed, | am so
grateful,” she said. “I
truly surrendered from
the heart.”

The 12-step programs
include a higher power
concept. “It’s the god of
yourunderstanding,” she
said. “l have spirituality
today like the relation-
ship you have with your
best friend. My faith
coming in has justdeep-
ened so much.”

Her brother, whom
she calls “amazing,” told
her, “Fear and faith can-
not go together. You have
to pick one.”

A sister supported

million in the second
year of the $1.2 billion
needed annually for road
funding and won't reach
$1.2 billion in annual
funds until fiscal year
2021 - meaning Michi-
gan’sroads will continue
to deteriorate for years
to come.”

But Heise said he
believes the timing is
fine, considering it takes
time to plan and exec-
utive road improve-
ments. “You don’t have
that many shovel-ready
projects in place now,” he
said.

Additionally, Heise
noted, if the $1.2 billion
was immediately avail-
able, the Michigan De-
partmentof Transporta-
tion would be unable to
spend itright away. “It
will ramp up and I think
that’s reasonable and
prudent,” he said.

W hile Heise criticized
Democrats for wanting
to increase the state
business tax, which he
said would “kill our re-
covery,” Pagan said the
plan “offers income tax
breaks targeted at help-
ing millionaires and bil-
lionaires, while leaving

Vecchioniemotionally
through her struggles.
“Toguard their hearts,
they have to back up for
aminute,” she said of
family members of ad-
dicts.

Her daughters asked
aboutrelapse. “I don't
know the future,” she
told them. She sees her
disease like cancer or
diabetes in thatitre-
quires research.

“I tried to get clean by
myself many, many
times. There was no
support,” she said. The
peace and serenity she
now has includes the
mental health piece and
reaching outto both
friends and profession-
als.

She had her medical

regular working families
to shoulder the burden of
program cuts and road
funding.”

Pagan also questioned
taking some $600 million
from the general fund
forroads without any
details of what cuts will
be made to accommodate
the drain. “It is obvious
thatthe Republican road
plan hurts as many Mich-
igan residents as possible
again withoutpresenting
aclear, long-term solu-
tion to fixing our roads.”
she said.

Still, local municipal
officials remain uncer-
tain how the plan will
really work and how
their communities of the
counties, in the case of
townships, will receive
money. “It wouldnt have
been the way I would
have designed the pack-
age,butatleastthere’s
going to be some money
going into roads,” LaJoy
added.

Michigan.com contributed to
this story.

jmaliszews@ hometownlife.com
248-396-6620
Twitter: @jmaliszews

Pre-Holiday Toy Sale!
SAVE 15-40%

Over 30,000 Toys
Games & Activities

Visit DollHospitaLcom for more information
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Regular Meeting

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its regular
meeting November 17, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the Friends
Room on the main level ofthe Library at 223 S. Main Street,

Plymouth, Ml 48170.

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary
reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for
the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials
being considered at the meeting, to individuals with
disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days
notice to the Plymouth District Library. Individuals with
disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should
contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling

the following:

Sandra Young, Administrative Assistant
Plymouth District Library
223 S. Main Street; Plymouth, Ml
734-453-0750 x 217

Publish: Noverrber 8 2015

charts flagged for her
addiction at the hospital.
One physician wasn't
aware inthe pastofher
issue.

“He didn’t know be-
cause | didn’t disclose,”
she said of that doctor. At
thattime, she wouldn't
allow blood draws.

She has no issues with
that doctor, and later
needed to change for
insurance reasons. “We
just have awonderful
agreement,” she said of
hercurrent doctor, who's
careful with medications
due to her history. “He’s
very supportive.”

Daily inventory
needed

She takesamorning
and evening daily inven-

tory of herself, including
the higher power and
mental health. “Each day,
my recovery hastocome
first,” said Vecchioni,
who reaches out to her
colleagues at Beginning
Step, the 12-step pro-
gram people and friends.

A few years back, she
earned her GED. She
was invited to speak at
graduation, an especially
proud momentenhanced
by Beginning Step staff-
ers attending.

“l always say to them
‘you raised me.” There, |
gotmy support. How do
you go wrong with all
that support?”

Re-engaging with her
siblings in sobriety took
some eight months. Her
Florida daughter was
apprehensive at first.
“You're like a fragile
flower,” the daughter
told her. “I don’t want
you to break.”

She’s proud of her
career-oriented daugh-
ters and noted the “vil-
lage” it took to raise
them during her strug-
gles. Newcomers to the
agency rely on her, as
she knows where they’ve
been.

Vecchionialso works
to help women addicts, a
passion she has and
hopesto getmore wom-
en into recovery.

She sees a growing
heroin epidemic now,
and would like more
awareness of that. Face-
book shares many stories
on the heroin epidemic,
some sad and others
encouraging. She took
outherphone to show
the encouraging posts.

“l don’t feel old,” said
Vecchioni, who has some
lingering health chal-
lenges. “I'm so grateful |
lived to this age.”

She added, “We’re all
fighting this on a daily
basis. | have to deal with
life’s problems, I can't
just use. Today, | have a
choice. Butyou get
through itwhen you
reach out, you just do.”

jcbrown@ hometownlife.com
Twitter: @248Julie

A lpena Regional M edical C enter

Attention: Registered Nurses

Now accepting applications for:
Full Time & Part Time 12-hour RN positions

New Graduates Welcome!

Ouremployees are offered:

Excellent salary

Health & Dental Insurance

Life Insurance
Paid shift differentials

¢ 401la Retirement Plan
Sick Leave plan
Paid time off
And Much Morel!

Come pursue your career at ARMC!

For more info call Janice at:
989-356-7356 or e-mail jidalski@agh.org.
Apply online at:
www.myarmc.org/applynow

NEW 5.,

BED, -

BATH

HOMES FOR RENT!

Spacious Floor Plans with 1,056 sf-1,848 sf!

Wonderful Community Amenities!

Cofitucluitoday!

CAMEOT
VILLA

Rentals Available
Ifwn, chiu B399/mo.
camelotvilla.com
Macomb, Ml
(888) 702-1907

Family Friendly -«

M EADOW TAKE
MinuirsAnay MilesAprt

Rentals Available
(wtohfn $749/mo.

4meadowlake.com
W hite Lake, Ml
(888) 724-9930

Pet Friendly

MCHGAN HESS ASSOOATIAON


mailto:jcbrown@hometownlife.com
http://www.rhusband.com
mailto:jmaliszews@hometownlife.com
mailto:jidalski@agh.org
http://www.myarmc.org/applynow
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Newburgh near rallroad tracks to see construction next summer

David Veselenak
Saff\Witer

Orange construction
barrels willbe common-
place in Livonia next
year.

W hile the Michigan
Department of Trans-
portation prepares to do
work on 1-275 through
Livonia, Farmington
Hills and Novinext year,
Wayne County is expect-
ed to do work along Sev-
en and Eight Mile. Now,
add a portion of New-
burgh Road near the CSX
Railroad bridge to the list
as well.

The road will have
new pavementputin
along the roadway going
450 feet south of the
railroad tracks to 300
feetnorth. City engineer
Todd Zilincik said he
expects the work will
begin in the middle of the
summerand wrap up
before school starts after
Labor Day. It’s expected
to last for several weeks.

“Newburgh will prob-
ably be done sometime
after school’s done or
Spree’sout,” he said. “My
goalwould be to do itin
July or August.”

The city council ap-
proved design expendi-
tures for the project at
its regular meeting
W ednesday night.

The planned work is
partof many segments

Several hundred feet of Newburgh will see work next summer near the CSX Railroad bridge.

the City of Livonia has
done on Newburgh in the
last 10 years or so, Zi-
lincik said. Work has
been done on segments
between Seven and Eight
Mile, Schoolcraft and
Five Mile and several
other stretches of the
road, which is controlled
by the city.

The roadway there,
Zilincik said, isin great

need of work.

“The conditions are
deteriorating,” he said. “I
wantto getthatdone and
taken care of and resolve
that pavement condi-
tion.”

W hen the work does
take place, the road will
be restricted to one lane
each direction, Zilincik
said.

Other major projects

scheduled fornextyear
besides 1-275, as well as
Seven and Eight Mile
roads include Plymouth
Road from Farmington to
Telegraph in Redford.
That work, which will
consistof milling, will be
overseen by MDOT, as
road is a state trunkline,
Old M-14.

Livonia and other area
motorists will be able to

have some say in some of
the state roadwork
planned for nextyearin
the city: MDOT will host
an informational meeting
from 4-7 p.m. Tuesday at
Davenport University,
19499 Victor Parkway,
forthe public to get more
information on the pro-
posed work.

2016 road
program streets

The listofother
streets expecting work
asapartofthe $4.5 mil-
lion road program has
many streets south of
1-96 seeing work begin-
ning nextyear.

Some of the longest
stretches expected to see
work nextyearasapart
of the road program
include: Cavell between
Plymouth and Grantland;
Clarita from Brentwood
to just east of Middlebelt;
Riverside Drive from
Lyndon to Five Mile; and
North Capitol Court from
South Capitol Courtto
Newburgh, to name a
few. A map of the streets
currently planned for
nextyear can be found
on the city’s website.

Zilincik said the work
planned on some of the
city’s streets next year,
funded by the most-re-
centroads millage ap-
proved by voters, will
consist of asphaltover-
lay, reconstruction and
rehabilitation. Some
concrete work will also
be done on some streets
as well.

“Mostofthe asphalt
work is pretty straight
forward,” he said.

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

Medonna ranked one of nost affordable online accounting degrees

Madonna University
in Livonia has been
ranked among the most
affordable online ac-
counting degree pro-
grams by College Values
Online.

The ranking was pub-
lished on the organiza-
tion’s website in June.

Madonna University
was ranked 80th.

The following criteria
were used in this rank-
ing:

» accreditation/de-
gree field (accredited
schools offering a bache-

lor’s degree in account-
ing, accounting and busi-
ness/management, and

accounting and finance)

» affordability

» distance degree
option (schools with dis-
tance learning options in
accounting and related
fields)

» undergraduate
population (3,000 or few -
er students)

From among more
than 200 qualifying
schools, the top 100 most
affordable schools were
selected and ranked

A ST. MARY MERCY

w LIVONIA

tMM JOHfH MfKCV HIMTH IVFffm

based on the mostrecent
tuition rate as listed by
the National Center for
Education Statistics’
College Navigator data-
base.

Madonna University
was established by the
Felician Sisters more
than 75 years ago as a
Catholic, independent
college dedicated to the
liberal arts, career prep-
aration and public ser-
vice. True to its mission
of making a college edu-
cation accessible, M a-
donna has outreach cen-

As Mark Layton spent more time at his desk

and his activity level decreased, his weight

accumulated. Mark was diagnosed with type two

diabetes and had high cholesterol and blood

pressure. That's when hisdoctor recommended

surgical weight loss surgery at St. Mary Mercy

Livonia's Michigan Bariatric Institute. Now, he's

committed to a healthier lifestyle - he's a runner

and has competed in marathons. Hisdiabetes

isresolved and Mark is 130 pounds healthier.

Be a 130Ibs. healthier

Be Remarkable.

stniarymefcy.org

ters in Gaylord, Macomb
and southwest Detroit,
where the underserved
and disadvantaged at-
tend classes.

“This ranking ex-
emplifies Madonna’s
commitmentto academic
excellence and ensuring
Catholic higher educa-
tion is accessible and
affordable,” said Dr.
Michael Grandillo, Ma-
donna University presi-
dent. “Madonna con-
tinues to deliver the
quality liberal arts edu-
cation and career prep-

aration that students and
employers have come to
expect.”

The Accounting and
Business Law Depart-
mentat Madonna Uni-
versity offers a bache-
lor’s degree in account-
ing for CPA and non-CPA
track majors. W hile the
school is accredited, the
program is inthe proc-
ess of obtaining accredi-
tation from the Interna-
tional Association of
Colleges and Business
Administration. Students
learn how to apply

THINK THE

B AR

IS LOW?

THE CHEF
BEGS TO DIFFER.

knowledge of funda-
mental accounting prac-
tices and concepts, pre-
pare financial reports
and statements, and in-
terpret financial data
and economic informa-
tion. Business ethics,
auditing practices, and
taxation within private
and public entities are
covered within the pro-
gram. Read more about
the program at
https://www.madonna.
edu/academics/
departments/accounting
-and-business-law#ACT.

At Schoolcraft, you're going to be put to the

test. Every day. Because to truly help you realize

your potential we have to keep the bar high. But
we also give you the support to help you reach
it— and then go even higher.

ClI1)le31e

Welcome to college.

Schoolcraft

College


https://www.madonna
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Retiree works to help others at Plymouth Opportunity House

Pamela A. Zinkosky

CGrresoat

Every other weekend,
Auburn Hillsresident
BerthaJohnson drives
about 70 miles round trip
toapart-time job that
started asaway to occu-
py hertime and supple-
menther full-time salary,
butresulted in what she
calls a second family.

In 1996, Johnson —
who prefersnotto give
herage, butadmits she’s
around 70 —wasaDe-
troitresident and a recep-
tionist for the Catholic
Archdiocese of Detroit.
Her husband had died at
anearly age and her five
children were outofthe
house, so she was looking
foraway tooccupy her
time. “There wasn’tany-
body there athome any-
way,” Johnson said.

She stumbled upon a
newspaperadvertise-
ment for Community
Opportunity Center,
which provides housing
and support for people
with developmental dis-
abilities, and became a
part-time program train-
eratPlymouth Opportu-
nity House, which houses
13 developmentally dis-
abled adults.

Johnson retired from
the archdiocese about 15
years ago and moved to
an Auburn Hills apart-
mentthree yearsago to
be closerto her family,
butshe still makes the
trek to Plymouth every
other weekend at3 p.m.
Friday and leaves for
home at6 p.m. Sunday.

Asked why, she simply
says, “l like going to the
Plymouth House.”

Johnson is one of Com-
munity Opportunity
House’smostloyal and
sought-afteremployees,
according to executive

Back to the Past
hosts estate
Spider-Man

collection auction

An auction featuring
rare Spider-Man comics
and collectibles is being
presented at Back to the
Past Collectibles in Red-
ford, starting Wednesday,
Nov. 11and continuing
Saturday, Nov. 14.

Highlights of the col-
lection include early
Spider-Man comics, first
appearances of Dead-
pool, Dr. Strange, Sand-
man and Batgirl, as well
as rare statues and figu-
rines from a single life-
time collector.

The auction may be
attended live in person or
online through
proxibid.com.

More information is
available at www.goback
tothepast.com and cata-
logs for both sessions can
be found at
www.proxibid.
com/backtothepast

Back to the Past Col-
lectibles is located at
12670 Inkster Road in
Redford.

FISHER

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES

MICHAEL J. FISHER
Manager & Owner

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH BURIAL

includes metal casket, outer burial
container, viewing & service

$3300

Cemetery fees not included

BASIC CREMATION
includes cremation process
and county permit

$695*

*$795 for Macomb
& Washtenaw Counties
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH CREMATION

includes casket facade,
viewing & service

$3200

Wecancustomize a package
to meetyourneeds.

« Insurance assignment accepted
« State assistance (DHS) welcomed

&mFive Mile Road < Redford
~ Between Beech Daly and Telegraph

313.535.3030

fisherfuneral.net

Bertha Johnson and residents of Plymouth Opportunity House.

“Shejusthas a big heart.

tim e

DENISE KING

Everyone

they spend w ith Bertha

executive director, Opportunity House

director Denise King.
“She justhasabigheart,”
King said. “Everyone
looks forward to the time
they spend with Bertha.”

Daily living

Asaprogram trainer,
Johnson is responsible
for helping the residents,
ages 20-50, with daily
living. She cooks for
them, helps them with
laundry and chores, ad-
ministers medication as
needed, helps with bath-
ing and showers for three
ofthem and takes them
onoutings using 12-per-
son and six-person pas-
sengervans. “They like
going to the Dollar Store,”
she said.

On Saturday, there’s
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usually an activity like
bowling or the movies
and Sunday, there’s
church. “They look for-
ward to going to church,”
Johnson said.

Johnson likes “inter-
acting with the residents
and teaching them differ-
entthings,” she said. She
helps the residents focus
on whatthey can do rath-
erthan whatthey cant
and work toward inde-
pendence, she said.

One resident calls her
“MamaBertha” and that
touches her heart. “You
love all of them ,” she said,
“butyou still have those
special ones.”

Johnson said she
shares stories abouther
family, which now in-

h e

looks forw ard

Hl BE3 B SINR-OQERHEIR

to the

cludes 11 grandchildren,
and the residents share
stories with her. “Their
parents come and hold
conversations with me,”
she said. Likewise, the

residents ask aboutJohn-

son’s family and have
even metsome of them.
“They don’t forgetany-
thing,” she said.

“Its my second fam -
ily,” Johnson said of Ply-
mouth House. “It’s a good
atmosphere.”

A kind heart

King said Johnson is
one of the few employees
who stays all weekend.
Otherweekend employ-
ees help with the resi-
dents each Friday until 9
or10p.m.orcome Sat-

|G H
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Bertha Johnson, in the kitchen at Plymouth Opportunity
House, is known for her good cooking.

urday during the day.

Plymouth House can
countonJohnson to be
there every otherweek-
end, even ininclement
weather, King said, be-
cause sheenjoys her
work somuch.

“She gives people
individual attention,”
King said. “I don’t know
too many people as kind
and compassionate.”

In addition to hercom-
pany, King said residents
really appreciate John-
son’s cooking. “They like
when I make cornbread,”
Johnson said.

When Johnson isnot
working at Plymouth
House, she enjoys vis-
iting family. Locally, she
has family in Bloom field

TREE L

TIN G

Hills and Pontiac. She
also goesto Texasacou-
ple of times each year to
visither grandchildren
and to Las Vegas and
Georgia tovisitother
family members.

It’s a fulfilling life for
Johnson, who looks back
onwhen she first started
atPlymouth House in
1996 and can hardly be-
lieve thatmuch time has
passed. “The years just
keptrolling and rolling,”
she said.

Johnson’snotsure how
long she’ll keep working
atPlymouth House, but
fornow she’senjoying
the time spent with resi-
dents — and the extra
money. “l have a car to
pay off,” she said.
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Downtown Plymouth retailers participating in November 13 Holiday Open
Birch Wood, Bohemian Home, Candy Trail, Creatopia Pottery,
Dearborn Jewelers, Home Sweet Home, Laine
Elizabeth Boutique, lolaryan, Merle Norman
Cosmetic Studio, Old World Olive Co., Opndohr,
sideways, Sun & Snow Sports and TranquiliTea.

Houses:

downtownplyim >uth.c >rg
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Laurel

$5

David Veselenak
St Wit

Laurel Park Place general
manager Todd Huhn wants
Livonia shoppers to know now
is the time to come and visit
the mallat Six Mile and New-
burgh.

That declaration comes
after a more than $5 million
renovation has taken place at
the mall over the last six
months.

“Itturned out fantastic,” he
said after a ribbon-cutting
event Friday morning at the
mall.

The renovations included
new flooring, signage, as well
as new lighting.

“We actually changed the
lighting all throughout the
center to LEDs, so the entire
center is brighter,” he said.
“My goal was to make it
brighter, which we accom -
plished.”

It will also resultin an ener-

gy savings for the facility as
well, Huhn said. Costs for
lighting are expected to drop
40 percent using the brighter,
more efficient LED lights.

The mall, built in 1989 and
owned by CBL & Associates
Properties since 2005, an-
nounced the renovations back
in April. Since then, crews
have worked to update the
facility, including at the food
courtand a brand-new area
for Santa Claus, who was
scheduled to make his arrival
to the mall Saturday via the
Livonia Fire Department. Also
since then, major clothing
retailer H&M has moved into
the mall.

Dan West, president of the
Livonia Chamber of Com-
merce, said many residents
look forward to many more
years of shopping at the city’s
mall.

“It’s an exciting place,” he
said. “It’s right in the heart of

alotofexciting things in Livo-

nia on Six Mile between Hag-
gerty and Newburgh.”

Dan Irvin, president of the
Greater Farmington Area
Chamberof Commerce, said
many Farmington and Far-

m i1llion iIn

Park Place
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Chamber president Dan West, general manager Todd Huhn and Mayor Jack Kirksey, with a crowd of chamber ambassadors and mall employees, cutthe

ceremonial ribbon.

mington Hills residents spend
a lotoftime at the mall, a
member of the chamber in the
Oakland County community.

He praised the work done
as well, including the arrival
of the newest fashion retailer.

“l know it takes a lotof
work to do the renovations,”
Irvin said. “Also, the opening
of H&M is a great addition to
the center here.”

'The community really
supports us'

MayorJack Kirksey said it
was an honorto be in atten-
dance and to celebrate the
improvements made.

He said Laurel Park Place

isacrucial stop for folks look-

ing to shop oreven just walk
in Livonia.

“We share the excitement
of the wonderful things that
have been done,” he said.

“This has been a destination
place. Always where you want
to go, where you want to shop.
“It’s been a very important
aspect of our city.”
Completing the renovations
and pushing forward with new
retailers is a sign that Laurel

Park Place has a lot of custom -

ersupport, Huhn said.

W hile other malls in metro
Detroitare seeing hard times
— including Northland Mall in
Southfield, which recently

shut down — Huhn said the
investment made at Laurel
Park Place is a sign of great
community supportin and

around Livonia.

“We’re positioned well in
the community. The communi-
ty really supports us,” he said.
“It was nice to put thatin-
vestment into the community
because they do supportus.”

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728

TINGPARTICIPANTS
SIHEP REEARCH

S Are you being treated for obstructive sleep
apnea, but are still tired or sleepy, especially
during the daytime?

Do you work a night shift?

k Are you a menopausal woman with sleep

" difficulties?

Do you have trouble falling asleep, staying
asleep, or maybe waking up too early and then

can’t fall back asleep?

A Or maybe you are a healthy sleeper who would just
like to be a part of cutting edge sleep research.

|1 f you w ould
several sleep
w W w

to fill

lik e to be

.tinvurl.com

out a

research

screening

considered

studies,

for one of our

please go to:

/IHenrv-Ford-Sleep

questionnaire.

Participants will be compensated fortheir participation.

Forqguestions ormore

inform ation, please call

Alexa at248-344-8045 or

emailus atashulll@ hfhs.ora


mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com
mailto:ashulll@hfhs.ora
http://www.tinvurl.com/Henrv-Ford-Sleep
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W hat to do
W hen | was going _
to college, I had Sgt. Michael
a friend nick- Sura
named “Dumpster.” He ASK A
had that nickname be- TROOPER

cause he would literally
eatanything. He exer-
cised quite a bitand was
always hungry. He would
often grab something out
of the fridge, smell itand
decide if itwas edible.
Sometimes, even if it
smelled a little funny, he
would then taste it. If it
passed the taste test, it
was usually gone.
Iremember him ask-
ing, “Hey does this smell
bad?” I looked at itand
said, “l don’t need to
smellit. I can see mold.”

Peace,

Peace, Love & Planet
is offering $50 to $400 Go
Green mini grants to
qualifying student-led
“green” initiatives.

Student charged ini-
tiatives addressing envi-
ronmental concerns en-
able young people to

SALUTE TO SERVICE

Time/Date: Doors open 6 p.m;
program starts at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 11

Location: The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill
Road

Details: Veterans Day cele-
bration to recognize military
personnel currently on active
duty in the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marines, Coast Guard,
National Guard and Reserves,
as well as veterans for their
exceptional commitment and
dedication. Attendees may
enjoy exhibited military memo-
rabilia displays and a cookie
and punch pre-show reception
prior to the program.

Cost: Free

Contact: 734-394-5300 or go
to
www.cantonvillagetheater.org

VETERANS CEREMONY

Time/Date: 11 a.m., Wednes-
day, Nov. 11

Location: Plymouth Veterans
Memorial Park on Main Street,
Plymouth

Details: Local veterans organi-
zations host a public Veterans
Day ceremony, featuring Amer-
ican Legion Post No. 391, Com-
mander Johnnie Johnson;
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
No. 6695, Commander Bob
Caldwell; and Vietnam Veter-

DRIV ER
S AFETY

PROGRAM

November 19&20, 1-5pm

* Reduce traffic violations,

crashes, chances for injury.
« Learn new safety techniques,

defensive driving skills.

¢ Auto insurance discounts
may apply - consult your
insurance agent.

* AARP membership
not required.

« Refreshments served.

Reservations required,
call 21S.177.1 1.

Thatitem quickly was
tossed from the house.
One time however,
Dumpter’s smell test
failed him and he got
sick. He was in taken to
the emergency room. He
made a full recovery, but
swore to add the expira-
tion date as part of his
new three-step process
when evaluating if items
were edible.

Have you ever
thought of what you

Love & Planet is offering Go Green mini

become part of the solu-
tion while contributing
positively to the commu-
nity. Additionally, col-
laboration, implementa-
tion and project promo-
tion will help develop
valuable leadership
skills. The deadline to

ans of America Chapter No.
528, President John Spencer
and their committee. The
ceremony will start with a
prayer, as well as the Pledge of
Allegiance, national anthem
and speakers from veteran
organizations. The event will
conclude with a closing prayer,
rifle salute in honor of veterans
and Taps.

Cost: Free

CATWALK FOR CAUSE

Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 14

Location: In the Summit's
Chestnut Room, 46000 Summit
Parkway

Details: Catwalk for a Cause,"
to raise awareness for Alz-
heimer's disease. Benefits the
Alzheimer's Association of
Greater Michigan. It includes a
luncheon and a fashion show
presented by The Clothing
Cove of Milford. Audience
members will also be able to
participate in the Power of the
Purse raffle. Each donated
purse contains an assortment
of gift certificates and specialty
items from local merchants
Cost: $40. Reservations by
calling 734-394-5485 or online
at www.cantonfun.org

ALMOST MAINE'

Time/Date: Nov. 13-15 and
20-22

“"Tune up"
your driving
skills with the
nation”s first
and largest
refresher course
for motorists
age 50 and
older.

Sponsored by

35667 West Eight Mile Rd., Livonia M1 48152

LO-0000262895

www.glenedenmemorialpark.org

msmemmmmememmetemeeeem

(or not)
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would do if someone you
knew ingested a poison-
ous substance — orifa
child thatingested the
substance?

Poisoning is caused by
swallowing, injecting,
breathing in or otherwise
being exposed to a harm -
ful substance. Most poi-
sonings occur by acci-
dent. Symptoms of poi-
soning may take time to
develop. However, if you
think someone has been
poisoned, do not wait for
symptoms to develop
before getting that per-
son medical help.

If youthink someone
has been poisoned, check
and monitor the person’s

apply is Dec. 5. Apply
online at www .peacelo-
veandplanet.org.
Northville-based
Peace, Love &Planet’s
mission isto nurture
appreciation for nature
and promote environ-
mentally responsible

In the event of

airway, breathing and
pulse. If necessary, begin
rescue breathing and
CPR. Make sure that the
person has indeed been
poisoned. It may be hard
to tell. Some signs in-
clude chemical-smelling
breath, burns around the
mouth, difficulty breath-
ing, vomiting or unusual
odors on the person. If
possible, identify the
poison. Do not make a
person throw up unless
told to do so by poison
control ora health care
professional. If the per-
son vomits, clear the
person’s airway. Wrap a
cloth around your fingers
before cleaning out the

choices resulting in
healthy, sustainable com -
munities.
Thenonprofitreaches
more than 9,000 children
annually by conducting
engaging programs and
partnering with schools
and businesses to help

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

NEWS OF UPCOMING EVENTS

The Community Calendar runs in the Plymouth and
canton Observer as space permits. Nonprofit groups and
community organizations are welcome to submit news
of upcoming events. Please include a daytime telephone
number and contact person. Email information to jma-

liszews@hometownlife.com.

Location: The Village Theater's
Biltmore Studio, an intimate
Black Box theater, at Cherry Hill
and Ridge roads

Details: The Spotlight Players
return to perform six perfor-
mances of Almost, Maine, a
show that features residents of
Almost, Maine, who find them-
selves falling in and out of love
in the strangest ways

Cost: $16 for adults, $14 for
seniors and students

Contact:
www.cantonvillagetheater.org.
Tickets also are available for
purchase at the box office from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Friday and one hour
prior to showtime

ZUMBA PARTY

Time/Date: 9-10:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 14

Location: Summit on the Park,
46000 Summit Parkway, Canton

Details: Area residents are

WHY BE

CATHOL
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invited to take part in Canton's
Zumba Party Hearty event to
benefit the American Heart
Association.

Cost: $5

Contact: 734-394-5460 or go
to www.cantonfun.org

COMPASSIONATE CARE
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. first and
third Thursday of each month
Location: Panera Bread, 41950
Ford Road, Canton

Details: Compassionate Coffee
Club isan open and ongoing
grief support group offering
support and socialization for
widows and widowers moving
beyond the first year of loss.
The program issponsored by
Compassionate Care Hospice.
Cost: Free, but drink purchase
isrequired for use of space
Contact: Ann Kozma, Compas-
sionate Care Hospice Bereave-
ment Coordinator at 888-983-

I1C?

The exciting series of personal stories and
testimonies continues its 7th season with an
outstanding roster of new speakers.

Tuesday,
November 17th, 7 PM

Catholic author, apologist, and award-winning
Michigan Catholic columnVt, Gar”~Michuta,
brings a new twist to Seasoh-T-yfrtnnrs
“inversion" story. Having been born into a
devoutly Catholic family, Gary never wandered
from that path. Several of his meticulously
researched books on the Deuterocanon and
the Virgin Mary have been hailed by critics as

landmarks in their field.

St. Michael the Archangel School Cafeteria
11441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouth Rd., Livonia
734-261-1455 |www.livoniastmicf}ael.org
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Dr. James Stewart is a general dentist from Livonia, MI. Today, he answers

a question about All-on-4 “teeth in a day” dental implants.

“TEETH IN A DAY” DENTAL IMPLANTS

Dear Dr. Steuiart: Does it really take just a day to receive a new set of

teeth?

Dr. Stewart: Yes, with the All-on-4 procedure you can receive all

new teeth on the top or bottom, or both in a day. This procedure takes less time, has fewer

procedures, fewer visits and less cost than traditional implants.

With the All-on-4 procedure you do not need a dental implant for each and every tooth.

Four implants that are precisely placed are all that is needed for a new set of teeth on

either the top or bottom. This is a great option for someone who is losing their teeth or is

struggling with dentures.

If you have a question about your oral health and what you can do to enjoy a healthier

smile, contact Dr. James Stewart

Call 734.425,4400 or Visit www.jamesstewartdds.com

Dental
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JAMES rD.Ds:SI.:’T:.&/ art.jr.
/ 15873 middlebelt, suite 1D Livonia, M1 48154
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mouth and throat. If the
person has been sick
from aplantpart, save
the vomit. It may help
experts identify what
medicine can be used to
help reverse the poison-
ing.

Keep the person com -
fortable. The person
should be rolled onto the
left side and remain
there while getting or
waiting for medical help.
If the poison has spilled
on the person’s clothes,
remove the clothing and
flush the skin with water.
These are some basic
ways to assist, butre-
member: In some situa-
tions, especially involv-

implement sustainable
waste reduction strate-
gies.

The minigrants are
made possible by a
matching grant from
Farmington/Farmington
Hills Foundation for
Youth and Families,

9050, or email achristen-
sen@cchnet.net.

GRIEF MATTERS

Time/Date: 2-3:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 6

Location: Plymouth District
Library, 223 S. Main Street,
Plymouth

Details: To help individuals
coping with grief, Arbor Hos-
pice & Palliative Care offers a
supportive caring environment
to work through the loss. This
special workshop will give you
helpful tips for coping with the
upcoming holidays. Support
groups and events are open to
everyone, regardless of wheth-
er their loved one received
services from Arbor Hospice &
Palliative Care. All programs
are limited to 12 participants
and registration isrequired at
least one week in advance.
Cost: Free

Contact: Sara Swanson at
734-794-5469 or sswanson@ar-
borhospice.org;
http://www.arborhospice.org

PUCKS FOR PASADENA
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 24

Location: USA Hockey Arena,
14900 Beck, Plymouth Town-
ship

Details: Plymouth Township,
Plymouth, Canton Township
and Wayne County are joining

hometownlife.com

poisoning

ing gas, it may be better
to contact first respond-
ersimmediately instead
of trying to render aid.
Youdonotwantto be-
come another victim.
Oh,and if you ever
wonder whathecame of
my friend Dumpster —
he now works in city
management. He is in
charge of disposal and
sanitation, of course.

Ifyou have questions or
comments please email
them to askatroop-
erl2@gmail.com or mail
them to Ask A Trooper,
Michigan State Police-
Brighton Post, 4337 Burn
Road, Brighton, M| 48116.

grants

which promotes the
growth of organized
philanthropy thatenrich-
es the quality of life in
those communities.
Formore information,
contact Gina Adams-
Levy at 248-840-0248 or
plp_gina@ me.com.

forces to help raise money to
send the Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band to Pasadena to
perform in the Tournament of
Roses Parade in January. The
Red Wings Alumni will play
againstthe USA Hockey's
National Development Pro-
gram in a game, with all pro-
ceeds to supportthe marching
band.

Cost: $10 per person

Contact: Committee chair Jim
Harb at 734-502-0645 or
jharb@gsfmail.com. For spon-
sorship, contact Chris Zygmunt
at chriszygmunt@wow-
way.com.

ANTIQUE MARKET

Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 22 and Dec. 6

Location: Washtenaw Farm
Council Grounds, 5055 Ann
Arbor/Saline Road, Ann Arbor
Details: The Saline Antiques &
Vintage Market isopen. The
event is pet-friendly, but pets
must be leashed. The event
continues rain or shine. Every-
thing isunder cover with food
and refreshments.

Cost: Admission is $6. Parking
isfree

Contact: www.salineantiques-
market.com. To become an
exhibitor, contact Doug Sup-
inger, manager, at 937-875-
0808 or email salinemar-
ket@gmail.com

Find yourway back from a
stroke with UMAP

Intensive speech therapy delivered by
world-class experts, close to home.

A p h as

ia H elp

m&M£E

.com

(734) 764-8440

University of Michigan

MARY A RACKHAM INSTITUTE
UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR

Aphasia Program

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY (U MAP ) S
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Save 37% NOW $1976
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Bring in an unwrapped toy for the

Goodfellows Toys for Tots and we willpay

your sales tax on any purchase

Quality Factory Trained Technicians
www.billandrodsappliance.com

15870 Middlebelt Road

North of Five Mi
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Moody’s downgrades credit rating

for Plymouth-Canton district

Moody’s Investor
Services has downgrad-
ed Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools’
creditrating from Aa2
to Aa3, which weakens
the district’s borrowing
strength, including
potentially higher in-
terest rates.

In its release Friday,
Moody’s offered the
reason for the credit
downgrade: “The Aa3
rating reflects the dis-
trict’s large, appreciat-
ing tax base with above
average socioeconomic
indicators; recentoper-
ating deficits which

BAND

Continued from Page Al

ston, with a score of
88.550. Thurston also
captured the awards for
Outstanding Music Per-
formance, Visual Perfor-
mance and General Ef-
fect.

Ferndale won in Flight
IV competition and also
took home awards for
Outstanding Music Per-
formance, Visual Perfor-
mance and General Ef-
fect.

M arching Band direc-
tor Jon Thomann said he
has been very proud of
the student marchers all
season.

“The band continues
to strive for excellence
each and every day,”
Thomann said. “W hen the
students believe in them -
selves, set goals and do
everything they can to
prepare to achieve those
goals, the journey be-
comes so enjoyable. That
is exactly how the
marching band has de-
veloped this season.”

According to junior
Brian Vasquez, bass clar-
inetist, not even the rain
could dampen PCMB’s
performance on the field.
“There was a huge
amountof poweronthe
field and everyone was
putting all of theirener-
gy into the music and

A Providing
Responsible and
Caring Service

Dr. Avtar Madahar D.V.M.
35345 Cherry Hill Road

(Just E. of Wayne Road)

have resulted in narrow
reserves and liquidity;
and ongoing enrollment
declines. Also incorpo-
rated in the rating is
the district’s moderate
debtburden and expo-
sure to an underfunded
cost-sharing pension
plan.”

The downgrade was
described by P-CCS
board members and
administrators as mod-
est and as a sign of the
difficulties in current
public education fund-
ing.

The district also
indicated that the down-

grade, nonetheless,
maintains P-CCS in a
category that Moody’s
defines as having “very
strong creditworthiness
relative to other domes-
tic issuers.”

“Aa3 isa high-qual-
ity rating, and P-CCS is
in a position of financial
balance for the 2015-16
school year. P-CCS is
one of several several
districts in the state of
Michigan to receive a
downgraded rating, and
itis clear to the district
that there are more
financial challenges
ahead forus,” accord-

ing to the district’s
statement.

But school district
officials said that a
balanced budgetre-
mains a focus for the
hoard and adm inistra-
tion. “It will also be a
primary focus area to
rebuild the fund bal-
ance, and several initia-
tives will occur in the
coming months to do so.
It has also been report-
ed to us from our fi-
nancial managers that
this downgrade will
have no impact on the
upcoming bond issu-
ance.”

Plymouth-Canton marchers practice in the drizzle before taking the field at Livonia Franklin.

movement,” he said. “It
was great!”

PCMB this week pre-
pared to defend its state
champion title Saturday
atthe Michigan Compet-
ing Band Association
state championship at
Ford Field in Detroit.
PCMB has been Flight |
state champion 24 times.
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“Wehave alotto look
forward to at states since
we compete with many
greatband programs. |
can’t wait to see the kids
perform,” Thomann said.

Tournament of
Roses Parade

Although the regular
competitive season end-

Im a |
ospita

FullService Veterinary Hospital

Treat

“Qa

Westland, MI_48186 _
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BOARDING & GROOMING
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the U-M Premier Care
Network.

Most other insurance
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» Hearing aids and service (all brands, sizes and styles)
» Fiveyearsfree adjustments of the equipment

« Competitive pricing
For a free online hearing testand a free guide to
hearing aids, visit mosaaudiology.com

(800) 851-6672

M.O.SA. Hearing Aid Centers
& Audiology Services

ANN ARBOR  (800)851-6672 | (734)434-3200
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SALINE
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ed Saturday, PCMB will
continue to practice for
itsappearance Jan. 1,
2016, in the 127th annual
Tournament of Rose
Parade in Pasadena,
Calif.

And while the band
practices, the Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters
will still be busily fund-

Classic Cartoon

Festival

TicketsW/?s
.00

November 14
2:00 & 8:00 p.m.

All screening in rare 35mm prints.
Among the titles already chosen
"Birth of a Notion" (1 947), Tex
Avery's "Symphony in Slang"
(1951), plus classics featuring
Bugs Bunny, Felix the Cat,
Tom & Jerry and Mr. Magoo.

Park in one of our HFEE
supervised parking lots!
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Madonna adds two new
health sciences majors

Baby boomers are
aging, people are staying
active later in life and
health care continues to
evolve. In response, Ma-
donna University in Livo-
nia now offers two new
health sciences majors to
give students the skills
needed for jobs changes
in the health care system.

Students will be able to
pursue a health sciences
degree inone oftwo
tracks: population health
care managementor
health care informatics
and quality systems man-
agement. Both tracks are
delivered through Ma-
donna’s College of Nurs-
ing and Health, with the

raising to ensure that all
the student marchers are
able to make the trip to
Pasadena.

“Many people are
working incredibly hard
to make sure we raise
enough money of offset
the burden of cost fam -
ilies will bear to send
their students to march

Tickets
$5.00

informatics track offered
inpartnership with the
SchoolofBusiness.

Students studying
population health care
management will likely
help patients manage
their care, coordinate
care transitions, promote
good health habits, and
educate patients in self-
care. Possible jobs fora
graduate include well-
ness coaches and consult-
ants, community health
liaisons, and care coor-
dination specialists.

Each track requires
two, semester-long in-
ternships, during which
students work with health
care workers.

in this iconic parade,”
said Chris Zygmunt,
booster club president.
“Thiswill be a fabulous,
never-to-be-forgotten
experience for these kids
and we wantall 176 mem -
bers to participate, so we
hope the Plymouth-Can-
ton and surrounding
communities come to our
last two major fundrais-
ers and make the trip
happen for these kids.”

Pucks for Pasadena
On Niesday, Nov. 24,
the USA Hockey Arena
in Plymouth will host a
USA Hockey National
Team DevelopmentPro-
gram versus Red Wings
Alumni Charity Hockey
game. Allproceeds will
go to the Plymouth-Can-
ton Marching Band for
its trip to Pasadena.
Tickets to this eventare
$10. Formore informa-
tion, go to pcmb.net.

Annual Holiday Arts
and Crafts Ensemble
On Saturday, Nov. 21,
PCMB will kick off the

holiday season with its
annual arts and crafts
ensemble featuring more
than 100 unique exhibi-
tors, a bake sale, door
prizes, concessions and
music by members of the
band. The show is held at
Plymouth High School,
8400 Beck Road, in Can-
ton. Admission is $2, with
children under 12 free.

ORIGINAL

Casali Holiday Dancers - Saturday night!

"W h it e .C h

m

Starring Bing Crosby,
Danny Kaye and
Rosemary Clooney

24-hour information / O
phone number:
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Decembers
h 2:00 & 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $5.00
dp Canned food drive
to benefit
St. Christine's
7, Soud Kitchen

Located at 17360 Lahser Road, Detroit, Ml 48219
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Canton Office:
44245 Ford Road
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Farmington Hills Office:
34705 W. 12 Mile Road
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Royal Oak Office:

306 S. Washington Ave.
Suite 215

Royal Oak, M1 48067

www.elderlawmi.com
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Public meeting on

David Veselenak
Saff\Witer

Gotquestions on the up-
coming Interstate 275 con-
struction project through Livo-
nia, Farmington Hills and No-
vi?

The Michigan Department
of Transportation announced
Friday itwill hosta public
meeting to inform motorists of
more details of the project,
scheduled to begin sometime
inthe spring. The meeting will

0 & EMedia | Sunday, November 8, 2015

take place 4-7 p.m. Nov. 10 at
Davenport University, 19499
Victor Parkway, in Livonia.

The open-house meeting
will give interested motorists
and residents more details on
the projectand MDOT offi-
cials are expected to be avail-
able for questions. Those who
require special accommoda-
tions for the meeting can con-
tact MDOT at 313-375-2400
prior to the meeting date.

The project, which will go
from Five Mile to the 1-96/

LOCAL NEWS

1-275 construction Nov.

1-696/M -5 interchange, will
include more than $70 million
inwork. Work will entail re-
placing 13 miles of concrete
pavementon the freeway,
including on all the ramps to
the mile roads and the inter-
change in Oakland County.
Shoulderwork and repairs to
16 bridges are also expected to
take place, as well as drainage
improvements and intelligent
transportation systems work.
MDOT recently asked mo-
torists to vote on a traffic pat-

10

tern they would like to see
during the construction. More
than 87 percentvoted to close
and detour one direction of
1-275atatime during the
work. This option, the cheapest
and shortest of the three pro-
posed by the agency, will take
only one construction season.
Traffic costs for closing one
stretch of the freeway ata
time and detouring the other
will be $1.04 million, while the
other two options would have
cost $2.87 million and $4.85

hometownlife.com

In Livonia
million, according to MDOT.

The public can still leave
feedback on the project if
there are concerns or other
issues they have regarding the
work, including if they are not
able to attend the meeting next
month. Feedback can be given
by going online at
research.net/r/i275feedback.

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeseienak

Michigan remains accredited In emergency nmanageent procedures

Gov. Rick Snyder an-
nounced Nov. 4 that the state
of Michigan has retained its
accreditation by the Emer-
gency Management Accredi-
tation Program. This national
accreditation reaffirms the
ability of state government to
prepare for and respond to all
types of emergencies and
disasters.

“The state of Michigan
continues to be a national
emergency management and
homeland security leader,”
Snyder said. “In Michigan, we
are committed to having a
system in place that ensures
ourresidents are prepared
for all hazards, whether natu-

ral or human-made. | com-
mend the Michigan State Po-
lice and the other state de-
partments for their dedication
and commitment in this are-
na.”

As of October, 31 state
emergency managementopro-
grams were accredited. To
achieve re-accreditation,
Michigan was required to
document how the state’s
emergency preparedness and
response system meets 64
national standards and un-
dergo a peer-review assess-
ment by an independent team
of EMAP assessors.

The accreditation process
was led by the Michigan State

Police, Emergency Manage-
ment and Homeland Security
Division, which is responsible
for coordinating the state’s
activities to mitigate, prepare
for, respond to and recover
from emergencies and disas-
ters.

“This achievement displays
Michigan’s dedication to pro-
tecting the health and safety
of Michiganders during times
of crisis,” said Col. Kriste
Kibbey Etue, state director of
Emergency Management and
Homeland Security and direc-
tor of the MSP. “The accredi-
tation process was crucial for
assessing Michigansemer-
gency plans and procedures,

ensuring we continue to be
compliant with current emer-
gency management standards
and are establishing best
practices for years to come.”
The accreditation is valid
for five years from the date
granted by the EMAP Com-
mission. Accredited programs
must maintain compliance
with EMAP standards and are
reassessed every five years.
EMAP isavoluntary as-
sessmentand accreditation
process for federal, state and
local government agencies.
The program was established
by a group of national organi-
zations to foster continuous
improvementand account-

ability in emergency manage-
ment and homeland security.

The EMAP process evalu-
ates emergency management
programs on compliance with
requirements in 16 areas,
including planning, resource
management, training, exer-
cises, evaluations, corrective
actions and communications
and warning.

EMAP is the only accredi-
tation process foremergency
management. The state of
Michigan first achieved
EMAP accreditation in 2011.

Formore information
about emergency planning in
Michigan, go to
www.michigan.gov/emhsd.

Former Livonia resident goes Into Michigan Woren's Hill of Fare

The late Janet C. Cooper, a
former Livonia resident, was
inducted into the Michigan
Women’s Hall of Fame at an
awards dinner and induction
ceremony last week at the
Kellogg Center in Lansing.

A longtime League of Wom-
en Voters member, Cooper
was nominated by two fellow
League members, Paula Bow-
man and Anne Marie Graham-
Hudak, who attended the cere-
mony. Janet Cooper’s sister,

M arjory Cooper, also attended
and accepted the award at the
ceremony.

Janet Cooperbegan work-
ing for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Civil Rights in 1963.
She started as a field investi-
gator, educating the public

Its

about civil rights issues, and
forthe next 33 years worked
her way up through the de-
partment, eventually serving
as legal director and then
deputy director of the entire
department.

A fter receiving her law
degree in 1974 from Wayne
State, she became an adjunct
professor of employment law
at Wayne State. She later
taught at the Detroit College
of Law and the Detroit College
of Law at Michigan State Uni-
versity until her death in 2002.
During this time, Cooper men-
tored many young men and
women and inspired many
future generations of lawyers.

Cooper served as chair of
the Metro Detroit Chapter of

the American Civil Liberties
Union and, in the late 1990s, as
chair of the ACLU of Michi-
gan. Cooper led the ACLU to
adopt affirmative action stan-
dards and guidelines which
are still in place today.
Cooper was particularly
active in addressing housing
discrimination and women’s
issues in the 1960s and 70s.
“She had a passion for elim -
inating disparate treatment
and securing remedies for
such discrimination through-
out her life,” Bowman said.
“Hercommitmentto civil
rights knew no boundaries and
her professional responsibil-
ities were inextricably linked
to her community activism.”
Cooper lived in Livonia for
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37 years and, despite her high-
profile professional life, she
was committed to serving her
local community as well. She
was the chair of the ethics
committee for the Livonia City
Council and helped draft the
city’s code of ethics for public
officials, which passed in 1996.

These rules still govern the
activities of Livonia’s elected
officials and employees. She
was active in the League of
Women Voters, Michigan
Women’s Campaign Fund, an
early supporter of PLAID
(People of Livonia Addressing
Issues of Diversity) and nu-
merous other organizations
where she was able to give
back to the community.
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Pet Supplies

Plus

Pet Supplies Plus in White Lake will host a workshop with Commerce
Village Veterinary Hospital on identifying pet pain.

Farmington Hills mom

Aileen Wingblad
Saf\Witer

Are you concerned about
who can access public school
data bases, which serve as
holding tanks for completed
student assignments, personal
information and more?

Farmington Hills resident
Tammy Luty certainly is. And
she recently made those con-
cerns known in Lansing.

Luty, Michigan PTA’ feder-
al legislative chair, former
president of the Farmington
PTA Counciland mother of
three in the Farmington Public
Schools district, was a fea-
tured speaker Oct. 22 at the
state’s House Educational
Committee meeting, as part of
Michigan PTA Advocacy Day
2015. A main focus of the
meeting was student privacy
and proposed legislation to
protect it.

In her speech, Luty talked
about her 13 years asa parent
in the FPS district and how
technology use at school has

greatly increased. W ith stu-
dents’assignments for math
and writing using online appli-
cations, for example, she ques-
tioned who owns the data and
the studentreports and how
long it will be stored.

“Neveram | asked as a
parent if it is OK. It isjust now
part of the curriculum and
required. So | have to hope
that someone will protect this
data about my child,” she said.
“The security is based on if
the software company will not
use this data to negatively
impact my student or sell the
data to another company.

“The laws that are current-
ly in place date back to when |
was in schooland we know
that technology has changed a
lot since then... 1 have to be
asked if my name, address and
phone number can be shared
in a school directory,” she
added. “Yet | have no control
on who owns the data my stu-
dententers or the school dis-
trict stores in all the databases
it maintains or hires compa-

LOCAL NEWS

will

New developments for
treating pain in pets are being
used to help dogs and cats
with health problems from
arthritis to cancer. But first,
petowners have to know how
to spot signs of pain, which is
the main the focus of an up-
coming workshop 7-8 p.m.
Nov. 19 at Pet Supplies Plus of
W hite Lake.

The workshop, “Pain
doesn’t have to hurt,” ispart of
the health series Pawsitively
Healthy, conducted by Andrea
Putt, DV.M., of Commerce
Village Veterinary Hospital in
Commerce Township
(www.commercevillage-
vet.com).

Left untreated, pain in pets
can cause severe stress, lack
of appetite and depression,
which can all lead to more
serious health issues, Putt
said. The program is designed
to help pet owners recognize
the warning signs of a pet in
pain along with an overview of
recent developments and ap-
proaches in treating dog and
cat pain.
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Veterinary medicine has
come along way and pain
managementin pets has be-
come the norm. Today, veteri-
narians are prescribing not
only specifically formulated
pet pain medications, but they
are also recommending thera-
pies like acupuncture, laser
therapy, massage and physical
therapy, all intended to treat
pet discomfort associated with
injuries — such as fractures
and muscle strains - as well as
arthritis, chronic conditions
such as pancreatitis and seri-
ous illnesses such as cancer.

“The bottom line is that no
pet should ever have to be in
pain,” Putt said. “There are too
many alternatives for pets
with both acute, quickly onset
pain and with chronic pain that
is persistent like that experi-
enced with arthritis. The key
is recognizing the signs.”

In dogs and cats, signs of
pain can be subtle since many
species, as a throw-back to
living in the wild, mask their
suffering to ward off would-be
predators. In other cases,

(CP) Al5

host pet pain workshop

signs can be more obvious like
having trouble walking or
going up and down stairs.

In addition to focusing on
warning signs and new treat-
ments, the workshop will also
discuss whatpet owners can
do at home to help make pets
more comfortable. This in-
cludes joint care supplements,
mobility aids to help pets ac-
cess furniture and vehicles
and comfort care items such
as heating pads.

“Pain can affect a pet at any
age,” Putt said. “We have seen
pets only a few years old with
arthritis pain. Pain does not
discriminate. Any pet- of any
size, any breed and any age —
can suffer from pain.”

Pawsitively Healthy work-
shops are held at Pet Supplies
Plus, 6845 Highland Road in
W hite Lake.

Advance registration is
required. A $5 donation per
workshop with proceeds going
to Elizabeth Lake Animal Res-
cue. Register online at
www.addyspsp.wordpress-
.com.

promotes student data privacy bill

Michigan PTA members pose for a photo outside the House chamber in
Lansing, along with Rep. Christine Greig and Rep. Jeremy Moss.

nies to maintain on students in
our school system.”

Laws protecting student
data privacy, she said, haven't
“kept pace with the technology
use” in schools.

That’s what HB 4894 is
designed to correct. Sponsored
by Rep.Jim Tedder - who
introduced the bill at the hear-
ing - the legislation would

require protection of school
data and personal information
contained on websites or on-
line with companies that pro-
vide contracted services for
public school districts.

“l urge you to pass the leg-
islation on student data priva-
cy and protect the students in
Michigan,” Luty told the com -
mittee.
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Luty said she decided to
take up the student data priva-
cy cause for Advocacy Day
2015 after attending a National
PTA conference on it lastyear
in Washington, D.C.

“Having an active bill on
this in Lansing also made ita
greatopportunity to be in-
volved and represent the stu-
dents and parents from across
our state as Advocacy is the
heart of PTA mission,” she
said.

It’s been more than five
years since the Michigan PTA
held Advocacy Day in Lansing
and Luty said she would have
liked to see more participation
from students and parents.
Still, she said, “the ones that
did attend had a great day of
seeing the legislative process
in action. Hopefully, we can
see progress on student data
privacy in Lansing.”

Michigan PTA Advocacy
Day 2015 was sponsored by
Microsoft Corporation.

awingblad@ hometownlife.com
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Showroom Hours: M onday &

Looking to

The Ford Early Bird Program

If you are nearing the en

you to talk to us! For a L IM

early and

36 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license, indudes acquisition fee and lease renevel

er $452 Due at Signing
month with $1,000 Down

Featuring: Equipment Package 201A, 2.0L GDI 14 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic
Transmission, SE Appearance Package, Ambient Lighting, Cruise Control, Fog
Lamps, Perimeter Alarm, Power Windows & Locks, Rear Window Defroster,
Remote Keyless Entry, SIRIUS Satellite Radio®, SYNC® with MyFord®

Buy For $16,854+
MSRP $22,630

NEW 2015 Ford F-150 XLT Super Cab 4x4

24 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license, indudes acqisition fee and lease renewel

per $532 Due at Signing
month with $1,000 Down

Featuring: Equipment Package 302A, 5.0L FFV V8 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic
Transmission, XLT Chrome Package, Cruise Control, LED Box Lighting, Power
Sliding Rear Window w/Defroster, Rear View Camera, Remote Keyless Entry,
Reverse Sensing System, SIRIUS® Satellite Radio, SYNG®with MyFord Touch®,
Trailer Sway Control

Buy For $33,118+
MSRP $47,800

Thursday 9 AM to 9 P M

ITED TIM E you m ay be

w aiv e

Tuesday,

Get Out of Your

of your

up to three of your

NEW 2016 Ford Fusion SE

24 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license, indudes acaisition fee and lease renewel

per $425 Due at Signing
month  with $1,000 Down

Featuring: Equipment Package 200A, Front Wheel Drive, 2.5L IVCT 14 Engine,
6-Speed Automatic Transmission, Cruise Control, Rear View Camera, Rear
Window Defroster, Remote Keyless Entry, SIRIUS® Satellite Radio, SYNG®
with MyFord®

Buy For $18,534+
MSRP $26,315

NEW 2015 Ford Edge SEL

36 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license, indludes acquisition fee and lease renevel

$506 Due at Signing

per i
month  with $1,000 Down

Featuring: Equipment Package 201A, Front Wheel Drive, 2.0L
Engine, 6-Speed Automatic Transmission, Cruise Control, Heated Front Seats,
Intelligent Access w/Push Button Start, Rear View Camera, Reverse Sensing
System, SIRIUS® Satellite Radio, SYNG®with MyFord Touch®

Buy For $29,483+
MSRP $35,945

W ednesday,

Has Been

lease, don't m ake your
able

last rem aining

Friday 9 AM to 6 PM

Lease Early?

E xtended

next payment until

to get out of your current

payments. **

NEW 2016 Ford Escape SE

24 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license, indudes acopisition fee and lease renewvel

er $425 Due at Signing
month with $1,000 Down

Featuring: Equipment Package 201A, Front Wheel Drive, 1.6L
Engine, 6-Speed Automatic Transmission, Cruise Control, Perimeter Alarm,
Rear View Camera, Rear Window Defroster, Remote Keyless Entry, Reverse
Sensing System, SIRIUS® Satellite Radio, SYNG® Gen 3 with MyFord®

Buy For $21,157+
MSRP $28,155

m NEW 2016 Ford Explorer XLT

36 Month Lease
Security deposit waived, plus tax and license, indudes acauisition fee and lease renewel

$328

Featuring: Equipment Package 202A, Front Wheel Drive, 3.5L Ti-VCT V6
Engine, 6-Speed Automatic Transmission, Cruise Control, Forward Sensing
System, Intelligent Access w/Push Button Start, Rear View Camera, Reverse
Sensing System, Remote Keyless Entry, Remote Start System; SYNG® with
MyFord Touch®

Buy For $32,808+
MSRP $39,110

per $437 Due at Signing
month  with $1,000 Down
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extensions and

** Early Bird Program iseffective 10/01/2015 through 01/04/2016. For current Ford Crediit RO/ROO custorTers. Upto three (3) waived payrrents with a maximum of $1,800 with a scheduled lease termination date from 11/01/2015 through 03/31/2016 on Edge, Escape, Expediition, Explorer
due payments, payment ext deferred payments

and Fusion. Must lease or purchese with Ford Crediit. Not all buyers will qualify for the Early Bird Program  Past
must take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 01/04/2016.
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1 ? TIRE & AUTO CENTER
at Bill Brown Ford

W hy Go Anywhere Else?

Servicing A

beyond the original agreement are not eligible. Bxess wear/mileage are custorrer’s responsibility. Qustorers

32230 Plymouth Rd., Livonia, M1 48150

ww .quicklanelivonia.com (734) 367-4843

Quick lane Tire & Auto Center Hours Plymouth Road

i NettoBl BowmFackoastran
Monday through Friday 7 AM to 7 PM & Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM Srthd e SChuth

No Appointment Necessary! Service While You Wait

Our Technicians are Factory Trained

Il Makes All Models

Purchase 4 Select Tires Motorcraft® Complete Brake Service

Receive Up to

IN MAIL-IN REBATES* when you use the Quick Lane® Credit Card.

See Quick Lane® Manager for details throu

* Quick Lane* installed retail pu'd'asesoriy $70 tire rebate on Bridgestone, Continental, Dunl

Goodyear®, Hankook, Michelin,
PirdllTMand Yddralm

Ir Quick O'edt Card to receive an additional $70 rebate Tire rebate by prepeid debit card

toan ive Oaner Rewnards® account. paymantlyms:l infomo $700red|t
eb/prepaldd bit card SJ:; t crediit approval. ete must be made on the Quick Lane® Credit
d between 10/01/15 and 12/31/15. Stbmit rebate by 1/31/16. Cannot be combined with any orher tire

ick Lane* Crediit Card rebate/offer. See QUick Lane® Manager for vehicle applications, rebate and

nﬁnufact sponsored Qui
acocount details through 12/31/15.

LowPrice Tire Guarantee Valid on Quick Lare®installed retail purchases Requires prsentat of competitor's current
ad/offer on exact tire sold b/Qud%fare* within 30 days after mrdasemsge Quick Lane® Manager for details through 12/3511

AVORKS

Synthetic Blend Oil Change ¢ Tire Rotation and Pressure Check . Brake Inspection
Vehicle Check-Up . Fluid Top-Off Battery Test. Filter, Belts and Hoses Check

We Will Also Inspect...

Air Conditioning & Heating System, Braking System Components, Engine

Cooling System, Exhaust System Components, Windshield Wipers & Washers

* Retall

purcheses
extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. See Quick Lane* Manager for details through 12/31/15.

. al Dealership Quali

only. Up to five quarts of Motorcraft* Synthetic Blend ail and il filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees
Qi .

Includes Brake Pads or Shoes & Machining Rotors or Drums

Receive Up to $100

IN MAIL-IN REBATES* when you use the Quick Lane® Credit Card.
See Quick Lane® Manager for details through 12/31/15.

TS A B LA B i T o Tt ol

0 Motorcraft® Tested Tough® Batteries
PRICE

TIRE GUARANTEE

$140

gh 12/31/15.

Receive a $25

MAIL-IN REBATE*

100 Month Warranty Included

e e e n ke el e

Motorcraft® Premium Use the Quick Lane® Credit Card
Wear Indicator Wiper Blades

to make a qualifying purchase of

$250 or more and receive a

R dp ot e
e

1/31/16. Limt one
in e r \ASt SeQIKlaer] BCH

oor%almd \Mth other for details through 12/31/15
Qld( Lane* Credit Card

I'T'Bl

or for vehicle ications
Is through 12/31/15.

ty at After M arket Prices!

Quick Lane* and Motorcraft* are registered trademarks of Ford M otor Company


http://www.quicklanelivonia.com
http://www.billbrownford.com

IN S I D E O B C OM M UNITY

SPORTS

ITUARIES, B5 = LIFE

SECTION B (CP)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2015
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

DIVISION 1 FOOTBALL DISTRICT FINAL

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Canton football coach Tim Baechler presents the Division 1district trophy to his team after Friday's 34-27 win over Northville.

Chiefs honor Josh Nolen’'s memory with hard-nosed 34-27 win over Northville

MICHAEL

VASILNEK
Charging
ahead for
some of the
more than 200

Their biggest game of the season
awaited the Canton Chiefs on Friday

night. yards he

But before making the bus ride over gained Friday
to Tom Holzer Ford Field in Northville, night is
Canton head coach Tim Baechler Canton's
talked to his team about Josh Nolen — Markus
the former Chiefs defensive back who Sanders
died Oct. 30 after a bout with kidney (middle).

cancer.

Nolen’s funeral was earlier Friday,
attended by the entire team.

“We had the (No.) 8 stickers, we
talked about it,” Baechler said follow-
ing Canton’s 34-27 victory over previ-
ously unbeaten Northville in a Division
ldistrict final. “The funeral service
today was inspirational, it was awe-
some. And | talked to the kids a little
bit about that. We played for him today
and for his dad, his family. It was a
special day.

“l told the kids in our meeting room
before we got on the bus: ‘Guys, if you
knew you had a week left to live, what
would you do? How hard would you
play?’ This young man was just sitting
here like you five years ago. You can’t
waste a down, you can’t waste a play,
you can’'t waste a day.””

Baechler’s speech hit the mark,
because on the second snap of the ball-
game, 5-foot-7 junior running back
Markus Sanders burst through the
Mustangs’ defense for a 74-yard run.

Only a desperation tackle by Ryan
Nelson kept Sanders from scoring.
Taking it in from the 1-yard line on the
next play was senior running back
Jakob Wickens to put the Chiefs in
front 7-0.

“That (Sanders’big run) kind of set
the tone and let them know we were
here,” Baechler said.

Northville senior quarterback Jus-
tin Zimbo then had his first-down pass

tipped at the line and intercepted near
midfield by Canton sophomore Colin
Troup.

“That hurt; every possession in this
game mattered,” said Mustangs head
coach M att Ladach, whose team fin-
ished 10-1, its best record since 1961.
“Turning the ball over was something
we knew we could not do and, un-

See CHIEFS, Page B2

FAMILY STICKS TOGETHER

PLAYING FOR MOM

Sarah Thompson tees off on family challenge, helps her mom fight breast cancer

PJ. Gradowski
Correspondent

At the University of Detroit Mercy,
however, one golfer was given a chal-
lenge that you can’t practice for, but
with the determination and the strength
shown by her mother, she was able to
excel both on and off the course and
now the two of them are just acing
every hole that they encounter.

It was just another trip to the doctor

for Carol Thompson, mother of then-
sophomore Sarah Thompson, a Canton
resident and graduate of Plymouth
High School, where she starred in girls
golf.

But the early September day was
nothing ordinary, as the Thompson

Sand traps, water, divots and haz-
ards of all kinds are usually what golf-
ers are used to facing. The best play
through those obstacles and still find
themselves at the top of the leader-

board. See MOM, Page B4

Holiday Shopping

M ade Easier v

B 6 -7

TIM SMITH, EDITOR
TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
734-469-4128

PREP BOYS SOCCER

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Hunter Olson (right) and the rest of the
Canton Chiefs are heading back to title game.

Chiefs one

win away

Canton nips Adams in
shootout, reaches D1 final
Tim Smith
Staff Writer

When the boys soccer state tourna-
ment began, Canton head coach Mark
Zemanski made sure to give both of his
goalkeepers extra work stopping penal-
ty kicks at the end of practices.

That preparation paid dividends
Wednesday as sophomore goalkeeper
David McGrath made one big stop and
watched another shot sail wide as the
Chiefs outscored Rochester Adams 4-3
in the shootout, giving Canton a 3-2
victory over the Highlanders inaDivi-
sion 1 state semifinal at Rochester Hills
Stoney Creek.

Canton (20-6-3) played Saturday for
a second straight D1 championship
against undefeated Forest Hills Central
at Brighton High School.

“We judge both keepers on how they
do on the PKs at the end of practice,”
Zemanski said. “And David has been
the better keeper on PKs, sowe went
with him.”

After senior forward Hunter Olson
buried a shot into the middle of the
Adams net to tie the shootout at 3-3,
McGrath kicked out aleg to block a low
shot by Peter Lencioni.

Going top-right corner with the sub-
sequent PK was senior Jason Ren to put
the Chiefs ahead in the shootout and
that left it up to McGrath versus Con-
nor McDevitt.

Time to party

The shot sailed high and wide to the
left of the net, triggering a huge cele-
bration along the side of the turf field
between players and fans who made the
50-mile trek to Stoney Creek.

“l just had to pray before the game
and trusted God to tell me where to go,”
said McGrath, who knew before the
game he would take over from junior
Steven Page if the contest reached the
shootout. “Just took my instincts and
that’'swhere | went.

“] also read the position of the shoot-
er taking the kick and | based which
way | went off of that.”

Olson, who also scored in the first

See FINAL, Page B3

COURTESY THOMPSON FAMILY
At the 2014 Horizon League Championship,
Sarah and Carol Thompson share a hug and a
smile.
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fortunately, we did.”

The Chiefs subsequently cashed in
on a 7-yard up-the-middle TD run by
Wickens, accelerating as he neared
pay dirt, opening up a 14-0 lead.

Like a machine

Canton — which now faces nemesis
Saline in a D1 regional rematch from
2014 — never gave up the lead the rest
of the way, grinding down Northville’s
defense with a running attack that
chewed up yards and minutes.

The only time Chiefs junior quarter-
back Jake O’'Donnell had to throw the
ball, it went for a 56-yard gain to junior
Brennon Pelland.

That play keyed a third-quarter TD
drive capped off by senior Jared Ste-
phens’ 3-yard run through the left side
of the line.

“Our line was blocking hard all day,
the run was working,” O’'Donnell said.
“When you throw it once a game, you
know it’s going to be wide open. That’s
what we did and it worked.

“You know he’s going to be wide
open, you just got to getit to him.”

Before the game, Ladach empha-
sized the need to put the defensive
clamps on Sanders — who entered the
contest with nearly 1,800 rushing yards
and 27 TDs — if Northville was to
move on to the next round.

USA HOCKEY

NTDP

USA team falls short of medal at

IC e

World U-17 Hockey Challenge

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

After soaring to the top of their
group standings at the 2015 World Un-
der-17 Hockey Challenge in British
Columbia, Canada, the USA Hockey
National Team Development Program’s
Under-17 team stumbled just a bit down
the stretch.

Things got off to a great start for the
Don Granato-coached U17s, with victo-
ries Sunday against the Czech Republic
(6-1), Monday against Canada W hite
(7-5) and Tuesday over Canada Black
(6-1).

On Thursday came the first blemish
on the trip, as Sweden earned a close
5-4 victory in a quarterfinal match-up.

Friday against Finland, with a medal
on the line, the U17s dropped another
5-4 decision.

Sasha Chmelevski and Scott Reedy
scored in the first period for USA, but
Finland scored four goals in the period
to take a 4-2 edge and never looked
back.

YOUTH FOOTBALL

W SJFL pla

The Western Suburban Junior Foot-
ball League playoffs kicked off Sat-
urday, with all Canton Lions teams
earning playoff spots.

The top-seeded freshman team had a
first-round bye.

Following is a recap of the first-
round, held at Wayne Memorial:

Varsity

The Lions varsity squad had a strong
start to the post season with a 59-6 win
over the Belleville Cougars. Ilvan Davis
ran in two touchdowns, while Daylin
Banks, Jeremy Fuchs and Seth Humm
each reached the end zone once.

Cameron Wilborn scored multiple
times, including a kick-off return, punt
return and a pick six. Extra points were
put on the board by Humm and BJ
Nichols.

Fuchs also had an interception; and
Jon Hanton and Cameron Wallace led
with tackles.

The varsity Lions will take on the
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What the Mustangs had to deal with
was Canton’s O-line and an offense that
kept coming, on a mission to move the
chains.

“It’'samazing for a quarterback,”
O’'Donnell said, smiling. “We get all the
glory, but our line’s doing all the work
and we’re just running downhill all
night long.”

If not Sanders running the ball (he
ran for about 250 yards anyway), the
Chiefs had Stephens (who also cracked
the 100-yard mark Friday) and Wick-
ens to contend with.

“Our offense plays better when all
three backs get carries,” Baechler

rs can't

Still, Team USA remained at the top
of the Group A standings with a 3-0
record and nine points, well ahead of
the Czech Republic (four points).

Following is arecap at the earlier
games played at Escana Events Center
in Dawson, Creek, B.C.:

NTDP Ul7s 6, Czech Republic 1:
Quick goals by Jacob Tortora and Joey
Cassetti fueled a lopsided victory.

Reedy needed two goals with Chme-
levski and Tommy Miller also lighting
the lamp.

Stopping 26 of 27 shots for the vic-
tory was goalie and Northville native
Dylan St. Cyr.

NTDP Ul7s 7, Canada W hite 5:
Grant Mismash scored two goals and
the U17s got multi-point efforts from
Josh Norris (one goal, one assist), Evan
Barratt (one goal, one assist), Reedy
(one goal, one assist) and Tortora (two
assists).

Going the distance in goal for USA
was Adam Scheel (24 saves).

NTDP U17s 6, Canada Black 1: Team
USA made it three straightin the tour-
nament.

Brady Tkachuk led the way with two
goals and an assist for the U17s. Adding

yoffs kick off

Dearborn Heights Redskins in the sec-
ond round of playoffs, Saturday, Nov. 7
at Belleville High School.

Junior varsity

The Canton Lions junior varsity
team defeated the Belleville Cougars
47-0.

The scoring started early for the
Lions when Ethan Bennett returned the
opening kickoff for a touchdown.

Touchdowns continued with three by
Carson Sampson and one each from
Marco Johnson, George Faris Jr. and
Joshua Nichols. Conversion points were
scored by Johnson, Nichols, Gavin
Bobby and Daniel Carroll.

The Lions’ strong defense resulted in
their third shutout of the year. Key
plays were contributed by Preston
Long with two sacks and another result-
ing from teamwork by Brandon Keen
and Derik Watson. Nichols had an in-
terception.

Additional solid defensive efforts
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JOHN HEIDER |
STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER
Northville's
Zach Prystash
dives for a
touchdown
score in the first
half against
Canton. Trying
in vain to stop
him is Lou
Baechler (right)
of the Chiefs.

said.

Striking fast

Northville didn’t go quietly, cutting
the Canton lead to 21-14 with 1:25 to go
in the first half. Zimbo and wide-out
Anthony Abbott Il combined for a
50-yard catch-and-run down the left
sideline.

The Chiefs responded with the long
toss to Pelland, setting up Stephens’
short touchdown run, taking a 28-14
edge into the locker room.

The Mustangs received the kickoff
to start the second half needing to
score quickly to grab back some mo-

a goal and two assists was Reedy, while
David Farrance chipped in with a goal
and an assist.

Helping the cause with a 17-save
performance in net was St. Cyr.

SWEDEN 5, NTDP U17s 4: In the
quarterfinal, Max Gildon put the Ul7s
up 1-0 early in the first period, but Swe-

on high note

CANTON LIONS
Canton Lions freshman Aaron Alexander (No.
51) powers through the Redskins defense
during the Oct. 24 game.

came from Faris, Johnson, Nichols,
Sampson, Daniel Baldwin, Ethan Ben-
nett, Giulian Bodiu and Aidan Thomp-
son.

The JV Lions will meetthe Dearborn
Heights Redskins in round two, Sunday,

N O

B U S
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mentum.

Zimbo and his teammates did just
that just one minute into the third,
thanks to a spectacular hook-and-lad-
der play that went for 55 yards and a
touchdown. After Zimbo threw a short
pass to Jack Burke, the ball was
pitched to Adam Ghabra — who went
the rest of the way.

Canton pretty much sealed the deal
with a seven-minute TD drive, all on
the ground, covering 68 yards in 11
plays. Wickens finished the march,
taking it in from the 1

Northville made it a one-score game
again when Zimbo threw a 60-yard TD
pass to Burke down the right sideline.

Then with about 5:30 left in the final
quarter, the Chiefs got the ball back,
only to be faced with a fourth-and-
short at their own 45. Instead of punt-
ing, Baechler went for it. Making the
first down was Stephens and the
Chiefs were able to run out the clock.

“l don’t care, I'm playing to win, it’s
playoffs,” Baechler said, asked about
potentially giving Northville a short
field in a seven-point game.

Ladach said it was painful not being
able to get another chance on offense.

“It’s a situation where you're doing
everything you can to get back in the
game,” Ladach said. “They get a first
down, it’'s gut wrenching. You can feel
the kids behind you getting their
hearts ripped out. It’stough.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

guick start

RENA LAVERTY |
USA HOCKEY

One of the
top
performers
for the NTDP
Ul7s in

British
Columbia
was Scott
Reedy
(foreground).

den answered with a three-goal surge
and never trailed after that.

Scoring two goals for Team USA was
Sean Dhooghe, with Logan Hutsko also
scoring.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

for Lions

Nov. 8, back at Wayne Memorial.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL PREVIEW

T op-ran

Schoolcraft players hungry for
more success after title season

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Abe Mashhour’s first season at the
helm of Schoolcraft's men’s basketball
program couldn’t have gone any better
— save for winning the NJCAA champi-
onship.

Although the Ocelots (31-5) came up
short on the national stage, they did
cruise to the Michigan Community
College Athletic Association title with a
15-1 mark, featuring a blend of power in
the paint and precision from the perim-
eter.

What can Mashhour’steam — open-
ing 2015-16 as the No. 1-ranked team in
NJCAA Division Il — do for an encore?

“Last year’steam was very talented,
but to some extent overachieved,”
Mashhour said. “This year’'steam, if we
don’t have a terrific year, then you can
say we underachieved.

“There’s some pressure on us. We
have great depth, great size, all 14 guys
are capable of coming in and giving us
good minutes.”

Such was the case Wednesday in the
season opener against visiting Jackson
College, a never-in-doubt 92-62 win for
the Ocelots.

Leading the charge was a newcomer,
sophomore guard Tyron Hamby, who
poured in 24 points as Schoolcraft bolt-
ed to a 51-27 halftime lead.

“Tyron Hamby is ultra-talented, he
can do a lot of different things,” Mash-
hour said. “He is a very, very good
defender. He can score the ball mul-
tiple ways. So Tyron is going to be a
high-impact playerimmediately.”

Several holdovers from 2014-15 got
off to productive starts, including soph-
omore guard Dre Black (17 points, nine
assists, six rebounds) and sophomore
forward Davon Taylor (10 points, six
boards), who played high school basket-
ball at Westland John Glenn and Can-
ton, respectively.

Joining them in double figures were
sophomore guards Ja’Christian Biles
and Tyler Johnson (Howell), with 10
points each.

Schoolcraft opened the contest with
Taylor and forward Anthony Wartley-
Fritz up front and Black, Biles and
Johnson rounding out the lineup.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

M adonna

Crusaders women’'s team
edged by Windsor

The Madonna University men’s bas-
ketball team put a scare Tuesday into
No. 10-ranked Indiana East, but the
Crusaders came up just short, falling
99-90 at the Tiernan Center.

Nick Owens scored a career-high 19
points, with Chris Dierker (Salem)
adding 16 to go along with 14 points
each from Khalil Malone and Mu-
hammed Zahr.

Dan Hall led Madonna on the glass
with seven rebounds.

The two sides traded baskets over
the opening eight minutes before IUE
used a 9-0 run to take a 23-15 lead with
11:30 to play in the half. MU trailed
33-25 with 6:53 left before starting an
11-1 run of its own to lead 36-34.

Malone accounted for five of MU'’s
points in the run while adding an assist
on aHall basketas MU took the lead
back briefly before trailing 45-39 at
intermission.

IUE led by as many as 14 early in the
second half before MU pulled all the
way back to within a single point, 67-66,
with 9:47 to play on one of Owens’ four
3-pointers. IUE extended its lead back

FINAL

Continued from Page Bl

half to put Canton up 2-1, said the team
“knew from the beginning that David
would make two saves (in the shootout).
We said we had to make four and we did
and we pulled the ‘W.”

Also scoring for Canton during the
shootout were senior Josh Posuniak and
sophomore Avery Olson.

Adams head coach Josh Hickey said
his team (16-8-3) was “hoping to see
them again and we gotthat opportuni-
ty,” referring to the 2014 state final, in
which Canton beat the Highlanders, 1-0.

“l thought we gave it a good effort,”
Hickey said. “They ended up finishing
on their PKs and we didn't.

“l thought we played well through-
out the whole second half of the game,
to be honest with you. We had some
opportunities, we didn’t find the back of
the net. Obviously, that brings you into
a shootout, where it’sjust a coin toss.”

The Highlanders got on the board
first, when senior Zorn Lennart headed
the ball past Page with 30:14 left in the
first half.

It only took the Chiefs 90 seconds to
respond, with a great individual effort
by senior midfielder Jimmy Walkin-
shaw and a perfect finish by senior

LOCAL SPORTS

k e d

O celots

g o

NATHAN GARTNER

Two sophomore players with Observerland ties, Davon Taylor (left) and Dre Black, are back for

Schoolcraft.

“It makes a world of difference
when you have five sophomores return-
ing,” Mashhour said. “And fortunately
for us, we have one at every position....
Obviously, they know what the expecta-
tions are and what we're trying to do as
a team, collectively.

“It’'salmost like | don’t even have to
say anything. They kind of already
know for the most part what they’'re
doing wrong and what they need to do
better, that type of thing.”

Mashhour said his sophomore class
made sure to come to training camp in
top-notch condition.

“All five of them worked very, very
hard over the summer,” Mashhour said.
“Davon Taylor isas improved as any-
body, JaChristian had a great summer,
Tyler had an excellent summer. They
went to a couple camps and did very
well for themselves.”

A large freshman class could make a
quick impact this season. In the mix are
guards Bryan Collins, Dwayne Chastain
and Esa Abdulmami, forwards Daniel
Dwyer, Rodney Scales and Carlos Tay-
lor (eight points) and 6-10,240-pound
center R.J. Coil (Toledo, Ohio).

“R.J. Coil, once he gets going, he’s

m €en

MADONNA UNIVERSITY
Madonna's Chris Dierker lines up a free
throw.

to four the next trip down the floor and
did not let it slip below three the re-
mainder of the game.

Lady Crusaders edged

A 30-point fourth quarter was not
enough to overcome a cold first half of
shooting and pull off the comeback as
the No. 21-ranked Madonna University
women’s basketball team dropped its

put scare

JOHN KEMSKI | EXPRESS PHOTO
One of Schoolcraft's promising freshmen is
Salem alum Jamyra Wilson.

going to be very, very good for us as
well,” Mashhour said, adding that the
freshman is just now recovering from
an illness that hampered him during
the preseason. “And Bryan Collins, a
freshman from (Dearborn Heights)

Ind

season opener Oct. 31 by an 85-79 score
to visiting Windsor at the Activities
Center.

Lindsey Hernden led all scorers with
26 points, just two away from tying her
career high. Hernden scored 23 of her
26 points in the second half, connecting
on seven 3-pointers in the contest.

Newcomer Becca Sabol posted a
double-double with 21 points and 14
rebounds to go along with five blocks,
while fellow newcomer Cris Harper
added 17 points in the setback.

Hernden gave M U its lone lead of
the game two minutes in when she con-
nected on her first triple to make it 3-2.
Windsor retook the lead in the first
quarter and eventually saw it grow to
as many as nine, 21-12, after the first 10
minutes.

The Lancers pushed their lead into
double figures in the second quarter,
using a 9-2 run to take their largest lead
of the half to that point at 30-16. Back-
to-back baskets by the Lancers made it
a 38-21 game with 2:04 left in the second
quarter before Sabol made a pair of
free throws to pull MU within 12, 38-26,
at intermission.

A pair of free throws from Kacy
Robinson pulled MU within 10 early in
the third quarter, but UW went on a
19-11 run that spanned 6:02 and gave the

into

AMY MCGRATH

The Canton Chiefs celebrate Wednesday after defeating Rochester Adams 3-2 in a Division 1

state semifinal at Rochester Hills Stoney Creek.

forward Sam DelLoy, who headed the
ball past Adams goalkeeper Dylan
Brown.

“That was really big,” Zemanski
said. “Jimmy made a great play to beat
the ball and serve a perfect ball. It was
a perfect header by Sam.”

DeLoy smiled about the significance
of the play, but talked more about how
“amazing” it is that the Chiefs are going
for a second straight title.

“It'sbeen aride; it’s been so great,”
DelLoy said. “From the beginning, we
knew we were a good team. We knew
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“Lastyear’s team was very

talented, but to some extent

overachieved,”Mashhour

said. “Thisyears team, if

we don’thave a terrific
year, thenyou can say we
underachieved.

ABE MASHHOUR
Schoolcraft men's basketball coach

Annapolis, he’'sa very good scorer as
well. He gives a few more options. We
have a lot of scorers, so that's nice.”

Rounding out the squad is sopho-
more guard Juwan Clark.

Schoolcraft will enjoy several home
games the rest of November, including
at 3 p.m. Saturday against Grand Rap-
ids, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday against Lake
Michigan and 3 p.m. Nov. 14 against
Cuyahoga.

Lady Ocelots roll

Also opening the 2015-16 season with
a win Wednesday was the Schoolcraft
women’s basketball team.

Led by Salem alum Jamyra Wilson,
who scored 18 points in her first game
with the Lady Ocelots, the home team
rolled to a 76-47 victory over Jackson.

Wilson started at guard and played
25 minutes for head coach Kara Kinzer,
who last season guided Schoolcraft to a
26-10 record (including 11-5 in the
MCCAA).

Returnees Ashley Bland (Wayne
Memorial) and T’era Nesbitt (10 points)
also played in the back court.

Up front for the Lady Ocelots was
freshman forward Jade Smith, with
sophomore guard-forward Rikki
Scherdt, also on the 2014-15 squad, chip-
ping in with eight rebounds.

Rainy McCune, a freshman guard,
scored 15 points off the bench as
Schoolcraft jumped out to leads of 28-8
after one quarter and 41-16 at halftime.

Other Schoolcraft players to contrib-
ute were sophomore guard Elise Tol-
bert (Birmingham Seaholm) and fresh-
man guard Phoenix Douthat, with 11
and 10 points, respectively.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

lana East

visitors a 59-39 lead with 3:21 to play in
the quarter. MU got back within 10,
59-49, thanks to a 10-0 run keyed by
four points from Harper and capped by
a Hernden triple. Windsor answered
the MU volley with one of its own, scor-
ing the last seven points in the third to
lead 66-49 after three.

Down 74-54 with 7:21 to play in the
game, Sabol knocked down a pair of
free throws to start a 13-4 MU run that
pulled the Crusaders within 10, 78-68.
Kelsey Gerhardt, Harper and Hernden
all canned triples in the run with Hern-
don closing the barrage with a 3-pointer
with 2:32 left.

After Windsor retook a 14-point lead
at the free-throw line to lead, 84-70,
with 1:07 to play, Harper started anoth-
er MU run with two free throws before
Hernden followed with back-to-back
triples and was fouled on the second
before completing the four-point play to
bring MU back within five, 84-79, with
11 seconds left. UW split a pair of free
throws with 10 seconds left to lead 85-
79 and MU was unable to get another
shot off, falling just short of pulling off
the comeback.

Andrea Kiss led Windsor with 24
points, while Cheyanne Roger added 19
and Emily Prevost chipped in 16 for the
Lancers.

we could do great things.
“We putin alot of hard work, really
peaked at the right time.”

Perfectly placed

With 23:27 left in the half, Canton
took a 2-1 lead. Posuniak sent a corner
kick into the middle of the 18-yard box
and Olson knew what to do from there.
He senta header past Brown for his
26th goal of the season.

“l just saw it in the air, | went up for
it,” Olson said. “It felt like | was up in
the air forever. | had a head on it and it
went over the defender. Just celebra-
tion from there.”

That lead held for the Chiefs until
the second half. With about 29 minutes
to go, a 60-yard shot by junior Jon
Kmiec sailed over the head of Page for
the equalizer.

The Kmiec goal was the last one to
be scored through the rest of regulation
and the two OT sessions, setting up a
shootout to remember for the Chiefs.

“This is aveteran group. These are
the guys who took my PKs last year
when we got through districts and re-
gionals,” Zemanski said. “They knew |
had a lot of confidence in them.”

Not to mention, having a practice-
tested stopper ready to come out of the
bullpen.

tsmith@hometowniife.com
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family was rocked with
the news that would
change their life. Maybe
it was fate, maybe it was
just pure coincidence,
but Sarah just happened
to be with her mom at the
initial testing.

“l went with her to the
yearly mammogram visit
and you normally don't
get the results back for a
few days,” Sarah said. “I
went with her just to go
with her, not really think-
ing anything about it. It
was just a normal visit
for the exam and some-
thing she has done for so
many years now.”

After the routine
mammogram, Carol was
told that she needed to go
back to see the doctor
and that is where the
journey began.

“When they called
saying they needed her
to go back, | knew | had
to be there because they
normally don’t tell you to
come back if everything
is fine,” Sarah said. “I
went to the follow-up
appointment and | was
there when they told us
she had breast cancer.”

“When you get news
like this, everything just
seems so surreal,” Carol
said. “You are just
shocked, but we had to
take the news head-on
and deal with it from that
point.”

The mother and
daughter arrived home
and, with help from the
entire family, the Thomp-
sons got together and did
the only thing they could
do - getready to tee off
on their next challenge.

“At first, you are just
shocked,” Sarah said.
“You don’t know what to
expectand | don’t think
my mom really knew,
either. The first day was
just about absorbing it
and taking it all in and
then after that came all
the planning. It got hec-
tic, chaotic, stressful and
emotional, everything
that you would think
aboutwould come with
news like that.”

What to do

The 2014 fall golf sea-
son was just about to
begin and for Sarah
Thompson and Titans,
they came into the year
as back-to-back defend-
ing Horizon League
champions. Thompson
was the Horizon Fresh-
man of the Year in 2013-
14 as the team stormed
back from eight shots
down to shock Oakland
University and claim its
second straight title.

Now as the 2014-15
season started, Thomp-
son was counted on to
assume a much larger
role on the team, both on
and off the course, due to
the graduation of a few
seniors, but the news had
her doubting if she could
continue to play golf and
help her team.

“It was something |
needed to get over,” she
said. “There were times
talked to coach (Terri
Anthony-Ryan)and
thought that maybe |
shouldn’t go to a tourna-
ment because, mentally,
didn’t think | would be
there, but she would
always calm me down
and bring me back to
earth abit. My mom
would then tell me that,
you can’t miss a tourna-

PREP VOLLEYBALL

Fourth

lacobelli’s 21 kills lift
Wildcats past

Northville

Brad Emons
Staff Writer

Big-time atmosphere,
big-time stage, big-time
performance.

That’'swhat Novi’s
5-foot-9 senior outside
hitter Victoria lacobelli
delivered Thursday as
the top-ranked Wildcats
upended host Northville
for their second straight
Class A district title in
three sets, 25-12, 25-16,
25-19.

It was the fourth en-
counter this season be-
tween the two Central
Division rivals, with
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Carol Thompson gives a hearty thumbs-up after her last chemotherapy session.

COURTESY THOMPSON FAMILY

Plymouth alum Sarah Thompson (middle) with parents Carol and Tom after she won the 2013
Horizon League Freshman of the Year Award.

ment because of me, that
is not a good excuse, but
it was definitely hard
looking over and not
seeing her.”

The Titans’ fall sched-
ule consisted of four
tournaments, three of
which would have been
easy drives within a few
hours for Carol to make.
Sarah would now have to
walk without her mother
behind her for those
events, but with her mom
fighting the battle, so
was Sarah. She claimed
runner-up at the Loyola
Fall Invitational and was
fourth at the Dayton Fall
Invite, all while ending
the non-traditional sea-
son leading the team in
scoring average.

“A lot had to do with
the fight that my mom
was putting up,” Sarah
said. “She was fighting so
hard to beat this and her
passion and emotion for
that carried over to me
and my golf game and
school work. | was able to
pick up on her aggres-
sive attitude and relate
that to my life. It helped
me so much and motivat-
ed me every single day.”

“l think like any par-
ent would have done, |
told her that | didn’t want
to be the cause of her
missing out on anything,”
Carol said. “If it was a
golf tournament, school
function or just a social
event, | told her that she
could not miss any of
them due to my condi-
tion.”

The fall came to an
end with Sarah posting
three top 20 perfor-
mances and two top 10
efforts. The long winter
break was about to kick
in for the UDM golf
team.

tim e is

Novi holding off two
match points in the sec-
ond set to pull out a
three-set win in the
KLAA Association cham-
pionship (Oct. 24 at Mil-
ford).

But this time, lacobel-
li wasn’t going to leave
anything for chance as
she erupted for 21 Kills,
while hitting at a .429
clip to go along with 10
digs.

“l love playing good
competition with excit-
ing crowds and this is
why | love playoffs,”
lacobelli said. “And it’s
awesome to play with
such a great team with
great support.”

Novi, which improved
to 45-2, dominated the
first two sets, but trailed
14-11 and as late as 18-17

%

Battle for life

Carol Thompson had
already started chemo-
therapy during the fall
season, which prevented
her from attending any
of the fall events. She
was also hospitalized a
few times during her
bout.

The battle against
breast cancer is always a
fight for survival. Just
look at some of the facts
from the National Breast
Cancer Foundation:

» One in eight women
will be diagnosed with
breast cancer in their
lifetime.

» Breast cancer is the
second leading cause of
death among women.

» Each year it is esti-
mated that more than
220.000 women in the
United States will be
diagnosed with breast
cancer and more than
40.000 will die.

With that said, the
NBCF also lists that
death rates from breast
cancer have been declin-
ing since 1990, in part
due to screening and
early detection, in-
creased awareness and
continually improving
treatment options. For
the Thompsons, the early
detection meant an early
start for the fight.

“Breast Cancer
Awareness is every day,
not just one month,”
Sarah said. “The good
thing about it is that it
does get all the informa-
tion out there and re-
minds people to go and
get checked out. You can
fight this and beat it, but
the earlier you catch
anything wrong, the bet-
ter the chances are. It
can happen to anybody,

a charm

in the third before going
on an 8-2 run to close out
the match, capped by
junior Emmy Robinson’s
block.

Twin sister Paulina
lacobelli contributed six
kills, while junior middle
blocker Emmy Robinson
came up with five
blocks. Sophomore setter
Erin O’Leary finished
with 25 assist-to-kills and
10 digs.

Preparation proved to
be key to Novi’'s success
in the fourth encounter.

“You never know who
you're going to see at the
(district) tournament,”
Novi coach Jen CottriU
said. “You assume maybe
you're going to play
(Northville), but we real-
ly examined the game
film and we really were

*

so we need to stay on top
of things and always
make sure to go to those
yearly appointments.”

“l remember telling
Sarah and her teammates
that this news was like
hitting a shot out of
bounds or in the woods,”
Carol said. “You just
have to pick yourself up.
It is not a shot that you
want, but you have to
deal with it and just fig-
ure out how you can
score.”

In ittogether

The fight and support
extended well beyond the
Thompson family. Ask
any student-athlete and
they will tell you that
their team, teammates
and coaching staff are all
just another part of their
family. A member of any
winning team will tell
you that they are as close
to their team as they are
to their own relatives and
that closeness helps sep-
arate the regular teams
from championship
squads.

Sarah had that family
in her cornerright from
the start. From her head
coach to her teammates,
athletic and school ad-
ministration, it all helped
foster an atmosphere of
continued success.

“Coach Ryan’s philoso-
phy is family, school and
then golf and she always
says that, so she was a
huge help in all of this,”
Sarah said. “My team-
mates were great, my
roommates were great,
all of the professors here
at Detroit were under-
standing of what | was
going through and |
couldn’t ask for abetter
support system from all
of them and my family.”

for Novi

able execute the game
plan - defend their out-
sides. They’'re an outside
driven team and |
thought we did a really
good job.”

Defensively, sopho-
more libero Claire Pin-
kerton led the way with a
team-high 19 digs.

Northville, mean-
while, ended a fine sea-
son at 37-12-2, but
couldn’t come up with
the upset against last
year’s state runner-up.

Junior Emily Martin
paced Northville with
eight Kills, two blocks
and nine digs, while
freshman setter Hannah
Grant had nine assists.

But the Mustangs had
no answers for Novi’s
potent hitting attack, led
by Victoria lacobelli.

COURTESY THOMPSON FAMILY

“Coach Ryan would
call me all the time and |
would get texts and Face-
book messages from the
team on a daily basis,”
Carol said. “They made
things a lot easier on me
and | know Sarah was
well-taken care of.”

Back on the course

Spring is the season of
life. It’s the season when
the weather begins to get
warmer, flowers start to
bloom and the leaves
start to grow. In Division
| golf, spring is the cham-
pionship season and, as
the weather started to
turn, the Titans were
right back on the golf
course, getting ready to
make anotherrun ata
title.

Detroit would play in
four spring events before
the Horizon League
Championship, but when
the Titans made their
annual trip to Florida,
Carol was still notin any
condition to visit the
Sunshine State to see her
daughter Sarah and the
rest of the team.

“l would text coach
Ryan and coach Lam-
mers all the time to see
how the team was doing,”
Carol said. “They always
kept me updated so for
me, that constant com-
munication made it just a
little easier to get
through everything since
| could notbe there.”

Carol was determined
to make it back to the
course to see Sarah and
the team play and that
appearance was at the
IPFW Spring Classic in
early April. Carol was
able to come down for
one round and see her
daughter play again.

“She tried to make
every event that she
could, but she couldn’t
travel to any in the fall
because of the chemo-
therapy,” Sarah said.
“She really couldn’t and |
didn’t want her to come
and then have her get
even sicker with her
immune system down.
She finally came to our
IPFW tournamentin the
spring. It was only for
one day, but that was
enough for me.”

Sarah ended the reg-
ular season among the
Horizon League leaders
in scoring average and
was named all-Horizon
League, but she didn’t
know the surprise she
was getting when the
conference champion-
ship came around.

hometownlife.com

“l honestly didn’t
think she was going to be
able to come to the Hori-
zon League Champi-
onship and | didn’t want
to give my hopes up, but
when she did, something
happened,” Sarah said.
“It just gave me a spark
and | played with even
more confidence out
there.”

Thompson was in the
top 10 all weekend long
and wound up tying for
third with a career-best
232. With her mother on
her mind all season long,
she would end up ranking
fifth in the league with a
career-best 78.43 aver-
age. She was in the top 20
eight times, with four top
10 finishes. In the class-
room, she was a member
of the Detroit Athletic
Director'sHonor Roll
and the Horizon League
Fall and Spring Academ-
ic Honor Rolls.

“She always told me
that | am doing what |
have to do to get better,
so | need you to just fo-
cus on your goals,” Sarah
said. “Sometimes, she
would say, ‘I am doing
what | have to do to see
you play in the spring so
go out there, continue to
work hard and make it
worth me watching when
I finally get back out
there’and she would say
that with a smile to fire
me up. It worked.”

“l really don’t know
how she was able to do
everything she did with
this on her mind,” Carol
said. “I am so impressed
with my daughter. My
mom was diagnosed with
cancer when | was in
college and | fell apart,
so | am so proud that she
was able to stay fo-
cused.”

All the way back
With Carol getting
better every day, the
summer was one of joy
and jubilation for the
Thompson family. While
the day in April was a
great celebration to see
her mom finally able to
make it back out to a
tournament, perhaps no
day could match July 6,
at a Taylormade Adidas
Midwest Collegiate Se-
ries amateur event.

It was on that day that
Carol caddied for her
daughter and Sarah went
on to win the event, fir-
ing al-under 70 in the
first round and ending
the competition with a
148 score and a two-
stroke victory.

“She was able to stay
as strong and positive as
possible and | still don’t
know to this day how she
was able to do that,” Sa-
rah said. “All of this just
makes you appreciate
what you have. Your
friends, family, the abil-
ity to play a sport you
love and to go to school
for it, it makes you cher-
ish everything.”

Meanwhile, Carol had
her last chemotherapy in
early September and one
last minor surgery re-
cently. She is now a sur-
vivor, a true fighter and a
winner for everything
she did during her year-
long battle. There may be
no better example of her
relentless strength than
seeing what her daughter
accomplished during this
time.

PJ. Gradowski is director of
athletic communications at
University of Detroit Mercy.
This article originallyappeared
on the Detroit Titans website.

in district final

The district final
marked the final appear-
ances by three Northville
seniors, including Katie
O’'Malley (four Kills),
Emily Watkins (two kills)
and Allison Lang (11
attack receives).

Rocks swept

In Wednesday'’s dis-
trict semifinal, O’Leary
racked up 31 assists, 18
digs and six kills as Novi
defeated Salem in three
sets.

Victoria lacobelli
added 14 kills and 12
digs, while Ally Cum-
mings contributed 12
digs and three aces.

“This was our fifth
time this season playing
Salem and we thought we
handled it very well,”
Cottrill said. “Salem is a

team that rides on a lot
of emotion and play very
well with that. We were
able to manage those
rallies from them and
continue to play our sys-
tem.”

Plymouth downed

In the other district
semifinal Wednesday,
Martin racked up 20
kills, 11 digs and three
blocks as the host Mus-
tangs defeated Plymouth
in four sets, 25-18, 25-11,
18-25, 25-16.

O’Malley chipped in
with 12 kills and nine
digs, while setters Ra-
chel Holmes and Grant
each collected 17 assists.
Bryce Quick added three
blocks.

bemons@hometownlife.com
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ALTERNATIVE
CHRISTMAS FAIR

Time/Date: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov.
14

Location: Hope Lutheran
Church, 39200 12 Mile, Farming-
ton Hills

Details: Local and international
service and charitable organiza-
tions sell products and offer
information about the services
they provide. Proceeds go to the
organizations. Find a list of
participating vendors online.
Admission is $1

Contact: alternativechristmas-
fair.org

BREAKFAST

Time/Date: 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday, Nov. 15

Location: St. Theodore Social
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland

Details: French toast, pancakes,
ham, sausage, scrambled eggs,
applesauce, coffee, tea, milk,
juice; S3 adults, $1.50 children
Contact: 734-425-4421

FAIR TRADE BOUTIQUE
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 14, and 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 15

Location: St. Regis Catholic
Church, 3695 Lincoln, Bloomfield
Hills

Details: Guests can buy mer-
chandise from around the world
through Catholic Relief Services
and Ten Thousand Villages, and
speak with ministry representa-
tives from local organizations
that assistthe poor in southeast-
ern Michigan

Contact: 248-646-2686

flow to reach us:

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 5

Location: St. Johnm Neumann
Church, 44800 Warren Road,
Canton

Details: Includes 30-40 vendors
and crafters with homemade
items, raffles and lunch for
purchase. Proceeds will fund
youth trip to World Youth Day
in Poland. Admission is $2
Contact: Sara at 734-417-1405;
saral7king@gmail.com

POMERANATE GUILD
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday, Nov.
15

Location. Rachel's Needlepoint
& Judaic Gifts, 29260 Franklin
Road, Southfield

Details: The Guild, a group that
studies and creates Judaic nee-
dlecraft, will learn howto make
a beaded kippah. Rachel's will
provide kits for $25.

Contact: Judy Galperin at
248-661-5337

SINGLES DANCE
Time/Date: 6:30-10 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14

Location: Livonia YMCA, 14255
Stark, Livonia

Details: Livonia Christian Sin-
gles Community's annual square
dance is $12 per person. No
partner needed, but RSVP
requested. Includes refresh-
ments.

Contact: catholicsingles@livo-
niastmichael.org

THANKSGIVING
SERVICE
Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Nov. 23

Location: Trinity Inthe Woods
Episcopal Church, 268809 La-

COMMUNITY LIFE

RELIGION CALENDAR

Muera, Farmington Hills
Details: Interfaith service with
combined choir. Persons in-
terested in participating in the
choir must come to 6:30 p.m.
rehearsal. An offering of non-
perishable foods and money will
be collected for St. Alexander's
Food Pantry and Neighborhood
House

Contact: Rachael Rose at
rlrose1031@gmail.com

VETERAN'S DAY MASS
Time/Date: 9:45 a.m. color
guard and flag raising cere-
mony; 10 a.m. Mass, Sunday,
Nov. 8

Location: St. Michael the Arch-
angel Church, 11441 Hubbard,
Livonia

Details: An informal reception
will follow

Contact: 734-261-1455, Ext. 200;
livoniastmichael.org

WIDOWED FRIENDS

Time/Date: 11 a.m. Thursday,
Nov. 12

Location: AMC Livonia 20,
19500 Haggerty, Livonia
Details: Movie and lunch.
Widowed Friends isa peer
support group of Archdiocese of
Detroit. RSVP required

Contact: Elaine at 734-717-0303

DECEMBER

BREAKFAST WITH ST.
NICK

Time/Date: 9 a.m.-noon, Sat-
urday, Dec. 5

Location: The Solanus Casey
Center, 1780 Mount Elliott,
Detroit

Details: Continental breakfast
with St. Nicholas is $12.95 for

1-800-579-7355 « fax 313-496-4968 « www.mideathnotices.com

Deadlines:

BOWMAN,
NANCY HUBBARD
0f Bloom field Hills, Michigan,

passed away peacefully on
November 3, 2015. Bom in
Pontiac, Michigan, on February

8, 1925, she was the daughter of
W illiam H. and Bernice H.
Hubbard. She was preceded in
death by her beloved husband of

63 years. Bliss “Bo” Bowman,
her brother Hollway Hubbard,
and her sister Betty Lou Lind.
She was the dear mother of

W illiam , Richard, and
grandmother of Katja, Joshua,
Christopher, Matthew, Brian,
and Bliss; great-grandmother of
Giovanni, Hudson, Briggs,
Maclain, Hale, and Zoey. She is
also survived by Peggy ‘Maham
who her provided many years of
loving care. She loved the
University of Michigan, where
she met her husband, graduating
in 1946. W hile at Michigan she
was a member of the Kappa
Alpha Theta sorority in which
she remained active for the rest
of her life. Always an active in
her community, she was a

Jane;

member of the Child Research
Center League and volunteered
for many years at Detroit
Children's Hospital. She
supported their research and
worked with children suffering
from .leukemia and other blood
diseases. A highly-skilled home

cook, she helped test recipes and
edit their fundraising cookbook.
A lifetime member of Pine Lake
Country Club, she was also an

active member of the Village
Club in Bloom field Hills for
many years. A devoted mother

and loving grandmother, she
always found the right balance
between actively participating in
their lives and unquestioning
support for their own decisions.
A memorial service was held at
First Presbyterian Church of
Birmingham .Memorial tributes
can be sent to Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, 24359
Northwestern Highway, Suite
225, Southfield, M1 48075. A.J.
Desmond & Sons 248-549-0500.
View obituary and share
memories at AJDesmond.com

ajDusmond Sons
MM KHL

Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers

COTE, SERGE J.

Age 52, of Canton; passed away
on November 5, 2015. Bom in

Sayabec, QC, CA. Loving
husband of the late Deanna M.
Cote. She preceded him in death

on August 29, 2014. Serge is sur-

vived by his beloved partner
Vicky Lucas; children Nicholas
Cote and his significant other

Melissa Pronovost, Ben Cote and
his fiance Katie Schreiber, and
Chantel Cote and her fiancee Joe
Markos; Caring brother of
Francois Cote and his wife
Nancy, Jean Cote and his partner
in life Jocelyne Doiron, Andre
Cote and his wife Mary, and
Myriam Cote. Serge was preced-
ed in death at a young age by his
parents, Placide and Georgette
Cote, and was raised like their
own children by Benoit and Uda
Cote in Buffalo, NY. Serge was
the Principal Maintenance
Inspector for the FAA, assigned
to Kalitta Air. Prior, he was a
Maintenance' Manager at US

Airways. He was the PASS
(Professional Aviation Safety
Specialist) Chapter President,

Michigan 2, and was also credit-
ed for being on the negotiating

team for the Aviation Safety
Contract. Visitation will  be
Friday, November 13th from 1

p.m. until 8 p.m. with a Scripture
Service at 7:30 p.m. at the

Vermeulen-Sajewski Funeral
Home, 46401 W. Ann Arbor
Rd., Plymouth (Between Shel-
don and Beck). The Funeral

Mass will be Saturday, Novem -
ber 14th at St. John Neumann
Catholic Church, 44800 Warren
Rd., Canton, M1 48187 at 10:30
a.m. Mr. Cote will lie in state at
the church on Saturday from 10
a.m. until the time of Mass.
Cremation will follow. In lieu of
flowers, memorials suggested to

St. John Neumann Catholic
Church or Cancer Support
Community of Ann Arbor.

Please visit and share a memory
at vermeulenfimeralhome.com

Vermeulen-Sajewski

FUNERAL "WCREMATION
HOVES FRIES

GAUTHIER,
WILLIAM R.
Age 63, of Canton, passed away
November 5, 2015, Beloved
husband of Karen. Dear father of

Ryan (Adriana) Gauthier, Kelly
(Christopher) Benko, and
W illiam R. Gauthier, Jr. Loving
grandfather of Adrian Gauthier
and Hadley Benko. Brother of
Fritz (Nora) Gauthier, Dick (Be-
nita) Gauthier. Larry (Judy)
Gauthier, Jim Gauthier, Nancy

Cox, Mary (the late Bob) Loeb,
Barb Gauthier Fanning, and the
late Gene (Mary Alice) Gauthier.

Also survived by many nieces,
nephews, cousins, in-laws, and
loving friends. Funeral from
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home,
280 S. Main St., Plymouth,
Monday 11 a.m. Interment
Riverside Cemetery. Friends

may visit Sunday from 12 noon
to 8 p.m. Memorials may be
made to the ALS Association, or
M DA Greater Detroit.

Ji'clm xhrr-IJM aim
FUNERAL HOME

Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers -«

LIVELY,

JAY ARTHUR
Passed away November 3, 2015,
in Traverse City. He was 85
years old. Jay, by his own
account, had a good life. He was
born July 26, 1935, in St. Clair.
Michigan, the only child of

W illiam Arthur and Edna Pearl
(Atkinson) Lively. He graduated
from St. Clair High School
where he excelled at sports,
played in the band, and learned
to love Greek mythology. He
attended Graceland University
and graduated from Michigan
State. After college, Jay served

in the Anny and worked briefly
for Mobil 0il. Jay married Mary
Lou Richards on August 17,
1957, in Harbor Beach, Michi-
gan, a love story for the ages. At
Mary Lou's encouragement, Jay
became a teacher, and taught
fifth grade for more than 30
years at Jefferson and M cKinley

elementary schools in Livonia,
Michigan. They resettled in
Traverse City after Jay retired,

and enjoyed their new life Up
North for just a few years before
Mary Lou died in 1997. Jay
nursed his broken heart by
devoting himself to his grand-
children, building a cabin on
Lake Superior, traveling, golf-
ing, reading, walking, shoveling
snow, and following the Spartans
and the Detroit Tigers. Jay will

be lovingly remembered by his
children, Janet (Kevin Lynch)
Lively and Jim (Kelly) Lively;
his grandchildren, Emily,
Marley, Jane and Annie Lively,
and Conor and Ruth Lynch;
brothers-in-law, nieces,
nephews, cousins, many good
friends and treasured neighbors.
Visitation was held from 3 to 5
p.m. Saturday, November 7, at
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral
Home. Memorial contributions
may be directed to American
Legion Junior Baseball and

Groundwork Center for Resilient
Communities. Please share your
thoughts and memories ofJay by
way of his online guestbook at
www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com
The family is being cared for by
Reynolds-Jonkhoff Funeral
Home and Cremation Service.

Paying
tribute to
the life
ofyour
/ |1 loved one.
\ | !
MONTGOMERY,
MARTHA M.
An outstanding member of the
Nursing Faculty at Henry Ford
Community College for over
forty years, passed October 1,
2015, of a prolonged illness in
Farmington Hills, ML A

Memorial gathering will be held
at McCabe Funeral Home, 31950
W. 12 Mile Rd., Farmington
Hills at 10 a.m. until time of the
Memorial Service 10:30 a.m. on
November 14. The family
requests that donations, in lieu of
flowers, be made to the Alz-
heimer's Association or Wayne

State Medical School in her

name.

www.mccabefuneralhome.com
McCabe

Funeral Home

adults, $10.95 for children, 3-12,
and free for children 2 and
under. Includes breakfast, a visit
with St. Nick and other activities.
Proceeds benefit the Solanus
Casey Center, a part of the
Province of St. Joseph of the
Capuchin Order

Contact: 313-579-2100, ext. 191

WOMEN'S EVENT

Time/Date: 6:30 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 4

Location: Crossroads Church, at
Sacred Heart Conference Center,
29125 Six Mile, Livonia

Details: A Cup of Christmas Tea
- A night of tea, carols, crafts,
and fun for women and girls,
ages 8 and up. Event isfree but
reservations are requested. RSVP
by Sunday, Nov. 29 at crossroad-
snow.org and click on the "get
involved"

Contact: 248-890-5718

ONGOING

CLASSES/STUDY

Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Redford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

Faith Community Wesleyan

Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazel-

NARSESIAN,

PATRICIA ANN
Was born on September 10, 1935
in Detroit Michigan, the
daughter of Frank James M cGill
and Thelma Nichols; and passed
away November 5, 2015 at the
age of 80. She retired from the

State of Michigan. She was a
MSU Super fan, and loved
shopping, loved Christmas and

her tree, loved reading books and
cooking for her kids. Most ofall,

she loved her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. Patricja was

preceded in death by her
husband, Harry; daughter, Debra
Narsesian; and her grandson,
David Michael Narsesian.
Surviving to cherish hermemory
is one daughter, Kimberly
(Doug) Raby; four sons, Harry
(April) Narsesian, Mark Narsesi-
an, Dale (Colette) Narsesian, and

Thomas Narsesian; sixteen
grandchildren; fourteen great-
grandchildren; and one sister,

Florence (John) Knox. A Funeral
Service will be held at 11:30
a.m. on Saturday, November 14,

2015 at  Gorsline Runciman
Lansing Chapel, 900 E.
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI.
The family will receive friends

one hour prior to the service. For
those desiring, contributions may
be made in Patricia’s memory to

the American Cancer Society,
1955 Abbey Rd.. East Lansing
M1 48823 or Michigan Veterans

of Foreign Wars, 924 N.
W ashington, Lansing, M1 48906.

The family is being served by
Gorsline Runciman Funeral
Homes. Condolences and
memories may be shared with

the family at
www.grlansing.com .
Gorsline Runciman

Funeral Homes

May peace be
with you in this
time of sorrow.

SULLIVAN, DENNIS B.
October 30, 2015 Age 74.
Survived by his beloved wife of
48 years, Patricia, and his three
loving sons Chris (Lauren), Dan

(Shannon) and Michael
(Danielle). Extremely proud
grandfather of Carlin, Brendan,
Jack, Rian Grace, Callahan,
Dennis Brady and Kelly. Also
survived by his brother John
(Anne) and sister Susan Bedore

(Bob). Funeral Mass was held
November 5, 2015 at St. Regis
Church, Bloom field Hills. Me-
morial tributes to University of
Detroit Jesuit High School or
Brother Rice High School. View
obituary and share memories at
AJDesmond.com
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wood at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday

Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,
Livonia

Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364

FAMILY MEAL

Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free meal

Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12

HEALING SERVICE

Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia

Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and in-
tercession, hymns, Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
inthe vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev, George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at shadeen@tbosm.com

MOMS

Holiday deadlines are subject to change.

WILLIAMS,
HAROLD
KENNETH "KEN"
Died Thursday, November 5,
2015 at Henry Ford Village. He
was bom October 8, 1929, in
Dearborn, M1, to Claude and
Margaret Haley Williams and

was a graduate of Fordson High

School and Wayne State Univer-

sity. He was a lifelong member
of the United Methodist Church,

including Simpson Church,
Dearborn, and St. Matthews
UMC in Livonia. Ken was a
gifted singer, operformer and

composer and sang in many
choirs and musical groups. In his
college days, he sang with the
Don Large Chorus. A U.S. Army
veteran of the Korean Conflict,
he did military Investigative
work in the New York City area
during the Cold War era. During
his 30 years with Ford Motor
Company, Ken worked as a
buyer for the company and after
retirement worked for DST
Industries of Tecumseh, MI. He
was an avid golfer and historian
and in later life learned to paint
with acrylics which he enjoyed

for as long as his eyesight
allowed. Harold was married
to Harriettee E. (Kitto)
W illiam s 1958 (divorced).
Beloved by his family, he
is survived by son Mark Allen
(Karen); granddaughters Noel
Williams and Erica Rabban
(Theo); daughter, Claudia Beth
(Lori Kilen); his sister Jeanette
Bartz (Curtis); "favorite" niece
and nephew Kathryn Bartz
(Susan Perry) and Curtis Bartz,

Jr., (Dorthea) with their children
Tyler and Aliya Bartz. Ken was
endeared to his cousins W illiam
T. Haley (the late Penny Haley),
Loretta Haley (Bob), the late
Richard Haley (Sharon), Terry
Lynn Vaught (Linda), Annie Ray
Sorrell (the late Bobby Sorrell),

Dorothy Norton (Bill), and Kay
Russell (Carl) of Tennessee.
Funeral Services will be at
3:00 p.m. Sunday at Harry J.

W ill Funeral Home at 37000 W.
Six Mile Road, Livonia, MI
48152. The Rev. Kurt Gebhard
will officiate. Visitation will be
held from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. prior
to the service at the funeral home
on the same day.

(CP) B5

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschool-
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers
of infants through kindergart-
ners

Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Redford

Details: MOPS isa place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162

PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows

Contact: Parish office at 734-
464-1223

View Online

.hometownlife.com

WILMS, GERALD
CHRISTOPHER
Bom April 1, 1938 in Baltimore,
Maryland, died November 1,

2015 in Bellaire, Michigan. He
resided in  both Bellaire and
Tonto Verde, Arizona and was

the only child of George Christo-
pher Wilms and Elizabeth Staley
Wilms, both deceased. Survived
by loving wife Murfleen (Shell),
daughter Kim Friedman (Jon) of

Manhattan Beach, CA, and sons
Blake (Kim) of Clarkston, MI
and Todd (Tammy) of Beverly

Hills, ML Wonderful grandfather
to Morgan, Elisse, Clay, Aaron,
Henry, and Greta. Stepfather to
Shelly Goetcheus of Grand Rap-
ids, M1, Eugene Barlow of Bos-
ton, M A, and Donald Barlow Il
(Vanessa) of Arvada, CO. Step-
grandfather to Emma, Caroline,
Jack, Megan, Cameron, Lillia,
Trevor, and Aubriella. Jerry was
a mechanical engineering gradu-
ate of the University of Virginia,
and founder/fonner CEO of
Unique Fabricating, Inc. He
loved his family, golf, traveling
and adventure. His great sense of
humor and love of life will be
missed by all who were fortunate
to know him. A casual service of
remembrance will be held Satur-

day, November 7 at 2 pm at the
family's home, pastor Gary
Bekkering presiding. A larger

Celebration of Life will be held
in the Spring/Summer in the De-
troit area. In lieu of flowers, the
family has requested that dona-

tions be made to the Wounded
Warrior Project. Arrangements
have been handled by the
Bellaire Chapel of Mortensen
Funeral Homes. Please sign his
online guestbook

mortensenfuneralhomes.com.

M ay

you find

comfort

in fam ily

& friend s

n\haiam

In Loving Memory of

BILL MILLER
May 9, 1959-November 12,2009
The days are sad and lonely
since your golden heart stopped
beating, six years ago. We have
the memory of so many
wonderfiil times we spent
together. We missyou and love
you forever and ever.
All our love, Mom & Dad
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TELLABRATION

CELEBRATING THE ART OF STORYTELLING

I

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Become the storytelling
star of the family dinner
table this Thanksgiving with
the help of a few simple
rules and a little practice.

“The first rule of becom-
ing a storyteller is choosing
a story you love. It’'s hard to
love a story that doesn’t call
to you,” said Judy Sima,
president of the Detroit Sto-
ry League. “If you're trying
to pass on traditions to your

SUBMITTED
Gwendolyn
Lewis will tell
stories for
adults Friday,
Nov. 13 at the
Livonia Civic

Center Library.

SUBMITTED
Judy Sima,

president of the

Detroit Story
League, will
perform at

Tellabration in

Livonia.

children, you can talk about
how you celebrated Thanks-
giving when you were a kid,
what was served, describe
who was at the table.

“Give more specific
things. When | do workshops
on personal narratives, |
have a whole list of con-
versation starters to jog your
memory. Thanksgiving is a
great time to tell stories.
Turn off the football game
and talk about past Thanks-
giving dinners, about going
to the parade.”

«

Need help with the deliv-
ery? Pick up a few pointers
while watching storytelling
pros, including Sima, in ac-
tion at Tellabration! A Night
of Storytelling for Adults,
Friday, Nov. 13, at Livonia
Civic Center Public Library,
32777 Five Mile, Livonia.

The event starts with a
silent auction at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by storytelling at 7
p.m. and refreshments at
8:45 p.m. Admission is $5 at
the door.

SUBMITTED
Elizabeth
Najduch will
serve as

maestro for the

Detroit Story
League's
Tellabration in
Livonia.

SUBMITTED
Alma Petrini
will also tell
stories.

Annual tradition

Tellabration is a world-
wide event that was
launched in 1988 by the Con-
necticut Storytelling Center
to build community support
for storytelling. Within three
years it expanded nationally
and by 1995 was held inter-
nationally. Traditionally it is
held the Saturday before
Thanksgiving, although
dates can vary depending on
the organization.

See STORIES, Page B7

THINKSTOCK

STORY STARTERS

Stuck for a story idea? Judy
Sima's story and conversation
starters can help you find your
voice. Here's a sampling:

» The story of how your par-
ents met

» Your mother's kitchen. Talk
about a special dish or recipe
» A skill or hobby your father
taughtyou

» Family gatherings and
celebrations

» A trip that turned outto be
a disaster

» A fortune won or lost

| he fastest most
convenient way to

get LOCAL NEWS!

Download the hometownlife.com APP
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Churches collect gift-filled

Sharon Dargay
SaffWite

They're shoe boxes — and
some may even contain shoes.

The 400 care packages,
filled with toys and necessities
for children in Third World
countries, line the wall at Ward
Presbyterian Church in North-
ville. Sally Drago, coordinator
of Operation Christmas Child
at the church, hopes to add a
few thousand more by Nov. 23,
when the Project’s national
appeal ends and shoe boxes are
shipped overseas.

Church members donate
filled boxes from Nov. 1-15,
then community groups, busi-
nesses, individuals and fam -
ilies join the campaign from
Nov. 16-23. Operation Christ-
mas Child is a project of Sa-
maritan’s Purse, a non-denom-
inational evangelical Christian
international relief agency.
Ward is among 22 churches in
southeastern Michigan that
collect boxes for the program.

Drago said any standard
size shoebox with lid can be
used to donate care items.

“You can fit in school sup-
plies ... atoothbrush, tooth-
paste, a bar of soap, hair rib-
bons. It’s easy to slip in a
comb,” Drago said. “I heard a
story about an orphan in Rus-
sia who lived in aroom with 17
boys. They all shared one tow-
el. When he got his shoebox he
used his washcloth like a towel.
Ever since | heard that story |
try to put a washcloth in.

“Samaritan’s Purse likes
there to be a ‘wow’ item at the
top of the box.” That might

STORIES

Continued from Page B6

Sima said the Detroit Story
League has participated in
Tellabration for 10 years.
Three League members tell
stories and a “maestro”
serves as emcee. The lineup
this year includes Gwendolyn
Lewis, Alma Petrini, and
Sima telling stories and Eliza-
beth Najduch as maestro.

COMMUNITY LIFE

SBMITTHED

Colorful shoe boxes contain toys, hygiene products
and school supplies for children in Third World
countries. Ward Evangelical Presbyterian Church in
Northville annually participates in Operation

Christmas Child.

include a stuffed animal, doll
or for a boy, a ball. The possi-
bility of a deflated soccer ball
with a pump gives him the
ability to play soccer. You can
purchase a pair of child’s shoes
and pack other items around
the shoes.”

Letters, prayers

Samaritan’sPurse encour-
ages supporters to include a
letter in their boxes and to
pray for recipients.

“If you write aletter and put
an address on it, sometimes
you get aletter back,” Drago
said. “l got one from India
from a little boy who told us
how happy he was with every-
thing. We got one from a girl
and she sent us her picture.”

Participants can track their
boxes by purchasing a $7 label
from samaritanspurse.org. The

“Alma probably will do
some humorous stories.
Gwen will do some Maya
Angelou poetry. | will do an
Arthurian legend. | like the
story a lot, but | don’t get to
tell it very often,” Sima said,
adding that she’ll also tell a
tale by storyteller Sid Lieber-
man, who died earlier this
year. “We had quite a few
losses in the storytelling
community this year. Sid
Lieberman was a much-be-
loved storyteller. I’'m going to
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Loading a truck with shoe boxes bound for needy children.

labels also indicate if the con-
tents are for aboy or girl and
identify age group.

Ward is considered a relay
center for Operation Christ-
mas Child. After packing the
boxes into shipping cartons, it
sends its collection to North-
Ridge Church in Plymouth, one
of five “hub” centers. Beth
Harris, NorthRidge outreach
coordinator, and her volun-
teers stack the cartons from
Ward and other relay churches
into trucks. Ward also collects
shoe box donations from its
own members and from the
public.

“We’'ve sent teams to the
warehouses where the boxes
go. We've gone to North Caroli-
na and Atlanta to be a part of
the processing,” Harris said.

At the warehouse, volun-
teers gettheir first look inside

do one of his signature pieces
about a debate in sign lan-
guage.”

Sima said sign language,
multimedia presentations,
mime and dance are among
the more unusual storytelling
methods she has seen at the
National Storytelling Festival
in Tennessee. One of the big-
gest trends in adult storytell-
ing is personal narrative —
telling a true story about
yourself.

“Personal stories have

IHMHIICIVMHI

To place your ad here |

donated boxes. They remove
and replace breakable items,
chocolates and liquids.

“l remember taking out
plastic cows from boxes be-
cause they were going to India
and that would be a negative to
have it in the box,” Harris said.
“Some countries don’t want toy
snakes. A lot of times anything
representing war, like camou-
flage fabric or guns are re-
moved. It’'samazingly fun to be
on the assembly line. There are
times we stop and pray over
each box that it will meet the
need for that child who re-
ceives it.”

Volunteers welcome
According to Suzie Aheimer
of Northville, Operation
Christmas Child area coor-
dinator for southeastMichi-
gan, 11 countries donated more

morphed into things like
(NPR’s) The Moth and compe-
titions done at bars. It at-
tracts young adults and has
become quite popular, more
so than traditional stories.”

The League’s Tellabration
event raises money for a
scholarship fund that helps
send amember to a confer-
ence, workshop or festival
each year.

The organization includes
a brief workshop, along with
storytelling at its monthly
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shoe boxes for needy kids

than 10 million shoe boxes for
children in need around the
world last year. The U.S. con-
tributed 8 million of that total.
Approximately 60,000 boxes
came from southeastern Mich-
igan.

“We’'re blessed. People are
very generous,” Aheimer said.
“This year we hope to collect
over 65,000 boxes.”

Aheimer said Operation
Christmas Child is a year-
round organization. It wel-
comes volunteers for both
short-term work in November
and for continuing projects.

“We want to feel you've
been led to serve with us. We
always want to add churches
and drop-off locations to our
network. Without families and
Girl Scout troops and clubs and
churches, we would not be able
to collect as much as we do.”

To volunteer, email Aheimer
at saheimer@yahoo.com.

Ward Church will accept
shoe box donations 9:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Nov. 16-18 and 20-21;
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Nov. 19;
noon to 4 p.m. Nov. 22; 8-11 a.m.
Nov. 23; and 5-8 p.m. Nov. 17-18
at 40000 Six Mile, Northville.

NorthRidge will accept shoe
boxes from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Nov. 16-19; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Nov. 20; noon to 4 p.m. Nov. 21;
10 a.m. to noon and 3-6 p.m.
Nov. 22; and 9 a.m. to noon,
Nov. 23 at 49555 N. Territorial
Road, Plymouth.

For other drop-off locations,
including in Dearborn, Berk-
ley, Waterford, Troy, and Ypsi-
lanti, visit samaritanspurse.org
and click on Operation Christ-
mas Child.

meetings, noon to 3 p.m. the
third Saturday of the month.
The meeting on Nov. 21 will
be held at the Berkley Public
Library, 3155 Coolidge, just
south of 12 Mile, west of
Woodward. On Dec. 19, it will
meet at the Redford Town-
ship Library, 25320 W. Six
Mile, between Beech Daly
and Telegraph.

For more information
about the Detroit Story
League and Tellabration, visit
detroitstorytelling.org.

Check out these exciting
career opportunities!
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For even more

opportunities see our

“award winning”
classified section!

'‘contact us at careers@ hometownltfe.com or call 1-800-579-7355
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Livonia Hill House furnishings
receive fresh, new looks

Two chairs and a
settee at Simmons/Hill
house look almost new
— by early 1900s stan-
dards — thanks to a
grant from The Sauk
Trail Quester Chapter
#537.

The group paid for
reupholstering the an-
tique furniture with a
grant it received last
year at the Michigan
State Quester Conven-
tion and with some of its
own funds. John’'sUp-
holstery in Livonia reup-
holstered the pieces,
which furnish the up-
stairs sitting room at the
house, which is located
at Greenmead, Livonia’s
historical park.

“One of our Quester
members was instru-
mental in working with
John’s and picked out
material appropriate for
the time period,” said
Linda Wiacek, program
supervisor at Green-
mead. “Mrs. Hill had a
good number of an-
tiques. They bought the
property in 1920 and
started restoration and
it took a couple years to
complete it. They
brought in electricity
and water. It was a huge
modernization in the
1920s. But | have a feel-
ing the settee was older

than 1920.”

Wiaceck said the
reupholstering project
was finished in Septem-
ber and completes the
furniture restoration in
the second floor sitting
room.

“Thee is still alamp
that needs to be done
and wallpaper needs to
be done, but the furni-
ture is complete. They
are really beautiful.”

Wiaceck said other
Quester chapters have
funded restoration pro-
jects in other rooms of
the house and that the

SUBMITTED
One of the
reupholstered
chairs at
Greenmead in
Livonia.

Sauk Trail Questers also
recently funded furni-
ture restoration in one
of the bedrooms.

“There are still
pieces that need to be
re-upholstered and as
funds become available,
we’ll be able to do that,”
Wiacek said. “It’'sa mul-
ti-year process, worked
on slowly as funds and
grants are available.
We’'re pleased the Sauk
Trail Questers is so
active.”

For more information
about Questers, visit
questersl944.org.

Appliance Doctor evaluates

A few months ago |
received a press
release with the

headline that read “GE
is building the great
American washer.” At
that time | said that |
would personally look at
the workings of this new
washer and reportback
to you. So here it is.

As soon as this new
washer arrived at a
certain appliance retail-
er, | was contacted and
itdidn’t take me long to
getthere. The washer
looks much like one
from the past. It has a
large tub with a full
agitator and it fills to
the same water levels
we used to have. It has a
stainless steel tub and a
porcelain top which
both should last for
years.

Alzheimer's benefit

Catwalk for a Cause will include
a lunch, fashion show, and raffle
from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14, in the Chestnut
Room at the Summit on the
Park banquet center, 46000
Summit Parkway, Canton. Cost is
$40. Proceeds will benefit the
Alzheimer's Association of
Greater Michigan. Register by
calling 734-394-5485; cantonfu-
n.org.

Breastfeeding clinic

The course runs 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 at Beaumont Hospital-
Farmington Hills, 28050 Grand
River Ave. in Farmington Hills. It
will cover the advantages and
benefits of breastfeeding,
physiology of milk production,
basic nursing positions, assessing
latch-on, back-to-work issues,
how to determine if your baby
is getting enough milk, common
problems, and pumping and
storing breast milk. Register for
"Breastfeeding Basics" by phone
at 248-888-2500, or go to https://
www.botsford.org/forms/pay-
ment/maternity/index.html

Hearing loss
support

The Hearing Loss Association of
America meets 6:30-8 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 11, at Garden
City Hospital, 6245 Inkster Road,
Garden City. Contact Tony at
734-664-3297; aferack@com-
cast.net

Lung cancer support

The Lung Cancer Support Group
meets 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov.
16, at Beaumont Cancer Center-
Farmington Hills, 27900 Grand
River Ave., Suite 230. Thoracic
surgeon David Sternberg, M.D.,
leads the group, which is open
to anyone living with lung
cancer, and their loved ones. For
more information, call 248-473-
4828.

Turner Town Project

Jennifer Wakenell of Livonia
displays her Turner Town Pro-
ject, a collection of dollhouses
with accompanying storyboards
that depict the day-to-day
challenges of a girl with Turner

Joe Gagnon

THE
APPLIANCE
DOCTOR

The operational
sounds are different,
and | feel thatis accept-
able as the washer no
longer has a transmis-
sion. This fact may elim -
inate many of the trans-
mission change-outs GE
was once known for.
Instead of atransmis-
sion, alever mechanism
moves the tub into spin
and agitation cycles.
Located under the ma-
chine, this mechanism is
all encased in plastic
housing. A small pump
takes care of the pump-
outcycle.

The control panel has

syndrome and nonverbal learn-
ing disorders, through Novem-
ber at the Livonia Civic Center
Library, 32777 Five Mile, Livonia.
The project offers suggestions
for dealing with both medical
and academic obstacles and
aims to raise awareness of the
disease, which can impact
kidneys, thyroid and cardiac
functioning and cause learning
disorders. Library hours are 9
a.m.to 9 p.m. Monday-Thurs-
day, and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday-
Saturday. 734-466-2491

Walk with a Doc

Eric Kovan, D.O., physical medi-
cine and rehabilitation special-
ist, and Nancy Webb, a physical
therapist, will show you how to
improve your balance and
prevent falls, noon to 1 p.m.
Nov. 19 at Heritage Park Nature
Center, located on Farmington
Road between 10 Mile and 11
Mile, in Farmington Hills. Regis-
ter by calling 877-477-3521,
option #1.

Zumba party

Wear red and dance from
9-10:30 a.m. Nov. 14 at the
Summit on the Park in Canton
to raise money for the American
Heart Association. Admission to
the Zumba Party Hearty isa
minimum $5 donation. Zumba
fuses Latin, pop and hip hop
music with easy-to-follow moves
to create a fitness routine.
Participants are asked to bring
bottled water and come ready
to move. The Summit is located
at 46000 Summit Parkway. Call
734-394-5460 or visit cantonfu-
n.org for more information.

Ongoing

Ab-Anon

Twelve-step program and week-
ly group to help those suffering
with eating disorders such as
anorexia, bulimia, and exercise
compulsion is held 7-8 p.m.
Tuesday, at the Friendship Circle,
6892 W. Maple, West Bloom-
field. An Ab-Anon meeting
group is available for families
and loved ones, 7-8 p.m.
Wednesday, also at the Friend-
ship Circle. For more informa-
tion, contact Mindy at 248-672-

many different knobs
for any cycle you want
to select. This washer
has a suggested retail
price of $599, with an-
other model selling for
slightly more. Most
important is the extra
spin cycle available on
both.

Does it last?

Now, I'm not going to
tell everyone to go out
and purchase one of
these new GE washers
because one factor |
can't commenton is the
expected life span. | 've
written before that the
expected life span of a
clothes washerisatyp-
ical 10 years and | don’t
know about this washer.
Only time will tell, and |
wish GE would have
given us consumers a

hometownlife.com

Ready for Veterans Day

SUBMITTED

Sue and Gary Colepean, members of the Livonia Garden Club, place a fresh flower wreath on
the Livonia Blue Star Memorial Marker at Five Mile east of Farmington near Nehasil Park. The
Colepeans head the Livonia Garden Club committee that is responsible for decorating the site
with wreaths throughout the year. They use fresh, dried or treated plant material. Dedicated in
2011, the Garden Club Blue Star Memorial Marker honors all service men and women.

new General Electric washer

bitof an estimate.

Allin all, | must say
that!l am abitim-
pressed with this ma-
chine. It’'salarge tub,
fills to capacity with a
full agitator and still
meets the energy guide-
line set forth by the U.S.
DepartmentofEnergy. |
am sorry that | gave the
impression in a previous
column that this washer
mighthave a suds saver
and amini basket. GE
said it knows exactly
what Americans wantin
a washing machine, but
my contention is that
they sound smarter than
they are. I've had read-
ers email me that mini
baskets and suds savers
are in demand. For
those folks wanting a
suds saver you have to
rememberthatlaundry

MEDICAL DATEBOOK

SUBMITTED

Join a local support group, get a screening, or take a class to

improve your health.

9776.

Amputee support

The Amputee Support Group
meets 2-3 p.m. the second
Tuesday of every month in
Classroom #1 at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital., 36475 Five Mile (use
south entrance off Levan),
Livonia. Call 734-655-2837 for
more information.

Aquatic classes

The YMCA of Metropolitan
Detroit and the Arthritis Foun-
dation have partnered to offer
aqguatic classes designed to ease
arthritis. Classes are held 11 a.m.

to noon Tuesday and Thursday
at the Farmington branch and
1-1:45 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday at the Livonia
branch. Visit
www.ymcadetroit.org.

Bipolar support

Depression Bipolar Support
Alliance meets 6-7:30 p.m. the
second and fourth Tuesday at
Lincoln Behavioral Services
Center, 14500 Sheldon, Suite
160B, Plymouth. It is accessed
through the Plymouth Executive
Park driveway north of M-14.
Meetings open to families. Call
Nancy at 734-536-3457 for
directions.

rooms today use a
standpipe to drain a
washer.

Sounds different
The retailer | visited
that day informed me of
two common complaints

he receives from his
customers who pur-
chase any make of new
washing machines. The
firstis that homeowners
are not accustomed to
the different sounds
emitting from their new
washer and the next is
that they are disappoint-
ed with the lack of very
hotwater when using
the hot cycle. They don't
feel it getsrid of bacte-
ria and sothey hook up a
hose to a faucet and fill
the machine by hand
before they turn it on.
This is all a little back-

Blood pressure

Garden City Hospital offers free
blood pressure testing, lipid
panel ($15) testing, 10 a.m. to
noon Dec. 2, in the main lobby
of the hospital, 6245 Inkster
Road, Garden City. No regis-
tration isrequired. For more
information, call 734-458-4330.

Breast cancer
support

Meets from 6:30-8 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month
in the Atrium of Our Lady of
Hope Cancer Center, St. Mary
Mercy Hospital, 36475 Five Mile
(use south entrance off Levan),
Livonia. Call 734-655-1100 or visit
www.stmarymercy.org.

Choir therapy

The Therapy Choirs of Michigan
extend an invitation to individ-
uals with any kind of special
needs or disabilities and their
able-bodied family and friends,
to participate in singing. Call
Len McCulloch at 248-474-2763,
Ext. 22, or visit
www.therapychoirs.org for
additional information.

CPAP/BIPAP

The Sleep Disorders Center of
Michigan offers a free CPAP/
BIPAP mask fitting clinic, 5-6
p.m. each Wednesday at 35600
Central City Parkway, Suite 103,
Westland. Most insurances cover
new supplies. No appointment
needed. For more information,
call 734-458-7251.

Health programs,
support

The Garden City Hospital Health
Enhancement Center offers
classes designed to strengthen
your heart after a cardiac event.
It also offers an exercise class,
"Get Up and Move.” For more
information, call 734-458-3242.
GCH Community Education
offers classes in diabetes self-
management education. The
hospital also hosts various
support groups including Nar-
Anon, Alzheimer's, Alcoholics
Anonymous, Focus on Living
and Diabetes, which are held
monthly. For more information,

wards to me as | feel it
is an automatic washer,
isn’t it? Besides, | take
issue with the false ad-
vertising of itall. The
knob says “hot,” and you
only get 104-degree
water filling the tub.
That is against the law
and uses very poor log-
ic.

My opinion of front
load washers has not
changed during the past
20 years. | have heard
so many thousands of
complaints that once in
while | hear somebody
praise their front loader
and it pleases the ear
drums.

Joe Gagnon can be /heard at8
a.m., Saturdays on WAAM 1600.
You can e-mailyour problems
and questions on appliances to
appldr@ twmi.rr.com

call 734-458-4330.

Low vision support

Meets 1-3 p.m. the first Thursday
of each month at the Plymouth
District Library, 223 S. Main. For
more information, call Ellen
Stross at 734-453-0750, Ext. 232.

Lyme support

Meets at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday
of each month, except January,
July and September, at North-
west Unitarian-Universalist
Church, 23925 Northwestern
Highway, Southfield; 248-354-
4488. For more information, visit
the Michigan Lyme Disease
Association website,
www.mlda.org, or call 888-784-
LYME.

Metro Fibromyalgia
& CFS Support

Meets 1-3 p.m. the second and
fourth Thursday of each month
at Merriman Road Baptist
Church, 2055 Merriman, Garden
City. For more information, call
Ruthann at 734-981-2519 or visit
www.MetroFibroGroup.com.

Neuropathy support

The group meets at 7 p.m. the
third Tuesday of the month at
the Livonia Senior Center, locat-
ed at Five Mile and Farmington
Road. The Southeast Michigan
Neuropathy Support Group is
designed for individuals with
any kind of neuropathy.

Scleroderma
Foundation

The Scleroderma Foundation
Michigan Chapter offers support
for scleroderma and overlap-
ping autoimmune patients. The
Livonia group meets 7-8 p.m.
the first Thursday of the month,
February-June and September-
November, at the Civic Park
Senior Center, 15218 Farmington
Road, Livonia. Group leader is
Sue Harris, sharris27@mi.rr.com;
248-982-5740. A virtual support
group meets 1-3 p.m. the third
Thursday of the month, Febru-
ary-November. Contact Judy
Nichols at kenjudyni-
chols@gmail.com; 231-775-8446.


http://www.botsford.org/forms/pay-ment/maternity/index.html
http://www.botsford.org/forms/pay-ment/maternity/index.html
mailto:aferack@com-cast.net
mailto:aferack@com-cast.net
http://www.ymcadetroit.org
http://www.stmarymercy.org
http://www.therapychoirs.org
http://www.mlda.org
http://www.MetroFibroGroup.com
mailto:sharris27@mi.rr.com
mailto:kenjudyni-chols@gmail.com
mailto:kenjudyni-chols@gmail.com
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Check out 2015 Altim a at N

The Nissan Altima
midsize sedan comes
with a choice of four-
cylinder or V-6 power
and is available at Nissan
of Canton, 42175 Michi-
gan Ave. Competitors to
the five-seat, front-drive
Altima include the Toyo-
ta Camry, Honda Accord
and Ford Fusion.

The 2015 Altima has
had success as the third-
best-selling midsize se-
dan in the U.S., in one of
the most competitive
classes in the car market.

Qur Altima test car
was a 2.5 SV with the
standard 2.5-liter four-
cylinder engine. Trim
levels include base, S, SV
and SL, the higher three
of which are offered with
an optional 3.5-liter V-6
that changes the trim
name to 3.5. All Altimas
have front-wheel drive.

Interior

Nissan has added a tilt
adjustment on the SV
and higher trim level,
which is an improve-
ment. The Altima’scom-
fort was rated pretty
well thanks to good head-

2015 N

* 5

issan

SAVE

room and a reasonable
split between front and
backseat legroom. The
interior volume is about
average for the group,
but it feels nice and airy,
aided in part by our car’s
light color scheme.

Our SV'sleather steer-
ing wheelis a quality
touch worth having. The
car’sbright, rich-looking
gauges are a high point.

Ergonomics and
electronics

The Altima proved
blissfully simple to oper-
ate. The 5.0-inch color
display is a decent size
for general purposes,
though a bit small and
low in the dashboard for
displaying the backup
camera’simage. The
feature becomes optional
onthe Altima 2.5 S and is
standard on higher trims.

The same is true of a
USB port, though Blu-
etooth streaming audio
and hands-free telephone
support are standard on
all trim levels.

Cargo and storage

,0 00

OFF MSRP

Model# 13115

2015 Nissan Altima

4 Door, 2.5 S, Sedan Stock #N52202; MSRP $24,330;

$0 Security Deposit
$0 Down Payment

P ath finder

ADVERTORIAL

With 15.4 cubic feet of
trunk volume, the Altima
is in the middle of a
group that ranges from
14.8 (Mazda6) to 16.3
cubic feet (Chevrolet
Malibu and Hyundai
Sonata). The trunk lid’s
hinges drop into the stor-
age space, but the aper-
ture between the trunk
and cabin when the 60/40-
split rear seats are fold-
ed is nice and tall.

Cabin storage is good,
with highlights including
larger door pockets than
many competitors, a
very deep glove com-
partment and a generous
storage console under-
neath the center armrest.
In addition to the front
seat’stwo cupholders and
a bottleholder in each
door, backseat passen-
gers get door bottle-
holders and a flip-down
center armrest that looks
like it could take either a
large or a small drink,
but not both at the same
time.

Safety
In Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety

crash tests, the 2015 Alti-
ma earned the top score
of good in all but the
small-overlap frontal
test, where it earned a
rating of acceptable. This
result matches six com-
petitors in the institute’s
classification of moder-
ately priced midsize
cars. Seven other models
scored good in the small
overlap.

New for 2015

The available 3.5-liter
V-6 engine is more effi-
cient thanks to less in-
ternal friction and new
technology like variable
timing for the exhaust
valves. Beige interior
color schemes now have
black carpeting.

Below is a list of high-
lighted features and not
an exhaustive list. Fea-
tures are standard unless
otherwise noted.

Exterior highlights
» 16-inch steel wheels
with covers; 16-, 17- or
18-inch aluminum wheels
available
» Low-rolling-resis-
tance tires

Model# 12015

2015 Nissan Sentra

Stock #N51022; M SRP $18,525;

$0 Security Deposit
$0 Down Payment

ISsan
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» Available automatic
headlights

» Available fog lights

» Available LED tail-
lights

» When filling tires
with air, horn beeps
when correct pressure is
reached

» Available remote
start

» Available power
moonroof

Interior highlights

» Cloth or leather
upholstery

» Bluetooth cellphone
connectivity with
streaming audio

» 60/40-split folding
backseat with armrest

» Customizable 4-inch
color screen in gauge
cluster

» Available Nissan-
Connect with Pandora
and iPod connectivity

» Available power-
adjustable driver’s seat

» Available naviga-
tion system

» Available dual-zone
automatic climate con-
trol

» Available Bose
premium stereo

Model# 25615

(CP) B9

Canton

» Available heated
front seats and steering
wheel

Under the hood

» 182-horsepower,

2.5- liter four-cylinder
engine

» Available 270-hp,
3.5- liter V-6

» Continuously vari-
able automatic transmis-
sion

» Front-wheel drive

» Active Understeer
Control can brake inside
front wheel in corners
for improved handling

Safety features

» Required in every
new car: front airbags,
anti-lock brakes and an
electronic stability sys-
tem

» Side-impact airbags
for the front seat

» Side curtain airbags

» Available blind spot
warning system

» Available lane de-
parture warning

» Available moving
object detection when in
reverse

- cars.com contributed

2 or more
at this
price

Model# 29115

2015 Nissan Rogue S

FW D, Stock #N5R043;

M SRP $22,575;

$0 Security Deposit
$0 Down Payment

2 or more 2 or more 2 or more
LEASE 1 4 9 at this - $ 1 1 9 * at this LEASE $ :I 4 9 at this
For 36 Month price 24 Months I m price For 24 Month -—Ir price

Over 100

2006 Nissan Sentra

Autom atic, Superb

2009 Nissan Altima 2008 Dodge Grand Caravan 2012 Nissan Versa 2011 Chevy Cruise

Clean Condition Great MPG! Call Now For A All Power Options!

Inside & Out!

Lots of Options! Fast

Approval Process! Fast Approval Process! Oonly Condition!

$8.988 $7 ,9 8 8 $ 11,988 s7 .,9 8 8 *3 ,9 8 8

N C anton

Canton

IS S a n o f

42175 Michigan
WWww .nissanofcanton.com

/' 34-495-1000

Monday & Thursday - 9am - 9pm ; TUuesday, Wednesday,

Avenue,

Dealer hours:
Friday 9am - 6pm; Saturday 10am - 3pm,; Sunday - Closed

"Prices are plus tax, title, license, doc, acquisition fee and destination tee; 36 month lease with $0 security deposit; $0 down payment; with 12.000 inannual miles. Must take delivery from dealer stock. “ Prices are

plus tax, title, license, doc, acquisition fee and destination fee; 24 month lease with $0 security deposit; $0 down payment; with 12,000 inannual miles. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Offer Expires 10-31-15

Quality PreOwned Vehicles Iin Stock

2008 Pontiac G6 GT Conv.

Don't Be Sorry You Missed

This One!


http://www.nissanofcanton.com
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Instructions for
IPhone and IPads
How to Download

Hometownlife APP

Click on the iTunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field.
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options.
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.

Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your iTunes account page.

Sign in to your iTunes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly:

For iPhone:

http ://litunes .apple.com /us/appl/lapple-store/id9002031197?m t=28
https://itunes.apple.com /us/appl/apple-store/id900203506%2?m t=28

Instructions for

Smart Phones M S tO W it

and Tablets

How to Download

from Google Play _

Store

Click the Play Store icon on your screen. MU women cruise in

Click the APPS icon. Click search icon. WHAC playoffopener
0 RxdSoy Baifos S

Type Observer and Eccentric HADUNCS

in the search field. Select the

Observer and Eccentric from the

list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button
once you are on the O&E page. westlaszdarceto quelify Moy Sctes

The browser will bring you to your
GOOGLE account page. Sign in
to your GOOGLE account and
follow prompts to complete the
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett.local, library, news, hometown life


http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8
https://itunes
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett

hometownlife.com
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See them all at CareerBuilder.com

EMPLOYERS: To place a recruitment ad in the OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC OR HOMETOWN WEEKLY and on CareerBuilder.com cail 888-263-5002 or e-mail MichJobs@gannett.com

Tips for

BY MATTTARPEY

CAREERBUILDER

L ike it or not, you have a personal
brand — an image and reputa-

tion built through interactions

with people and the corresponding
thoughts and emotions that image
evokes. Thanks to smartphones and
the Internet, it's relatively easy for a
new acquaintance or a prospective
employer to find plenty of information
about you. A well-maintained image
not only gives you the chance to take
control of what they might find, but it
also can increase your likelihood of
getting hired.

Here are some tips on how to de-

velop a powerful personal brand and

influence how people and businesses

view your top product: you.

Identify your passion.

One of the biggest turnoffs for em -
ployers is when a candidate doesn’t
seem genuinely enthusiastic about a

position. Real passion can’t be faked,

so take some time to understand what

truly matters to you, what you enjoy
doing and where those two intersect.

“Your personal brand should be (a

product) of your value system. Identify-

ing your values is the first step,” says

Bill Treasurer, author of “Leaders Open

Doors,”which focuses on how lead-

ers create growth through opportunity.

“What do you stand for? What do you

stand against? What principles do

you hold so dear that you would never

compromise them?"
’Authentic passion is attractive and

demonstrates traits like commitment

(and) being well-rounded and enthusi-

developing your

astic,” says Alexa Merschel, U.S. cam -
pus recruiting leader for accounting
firm PwC. “Recruiters look for passion
because it is the quality that drives
people to arrive at work with energy

and enthusiasm.”

Prepare an elevator pitch.

Even after you have a strong grasp
of your personal brand in your head,
conveying it to others can sometimes
prove to be tricky. You can count on
holding someone’s attention for only
a few minutes, so make that time
count. Come up with a list of the
most important aspects of your

experience, skills and goals and

perso

THINKSTOCK

practice explaining each succinctly.

Network.

You can have the best-maintained
personal brand in the world, but it’s
useless if nobody ever hears about it
While companies use advertising cam -
paigns to promote their brands, that’s
not exactly the best strategy for your
personal brand. That's where network-
ing comes in.

“Even when you are not looking
for a job, keep connected to your
network. Set a goal of continuing to
expand your network and also check-

ing in with people in your network,”

nal brand

and executive director of the Gwen M.
Greene Career & Internship Center
at the University of Rochester in New
York. “Your career is about relation-
ships more than anything else. Invest
in them, and your returns will be great
— new business ventures, new job
opportunities, new collaborative ideas
— but most importantly, deep and rich
relationships, which will serve as a

great support network.”

Get your name out there.
Networking isn't the only way to get
exposure. Share your expertise and
highlight your skills by getting involved
in professional speaking opportunities
or through services such as Help a
Reporter Out, a free service that con-
nects thought leaders and experts of
all kinds with reporters and bloggers.
“In the same way that product place-
ment is important to consumer brands,
situating yourself where your personal
brand will stand out is important,” Trea-
surer says. “Submit proposals to speak
at conferences where your unigueness
will be valued by the attendees. Join
associations where your contributions
would make a difference. Sponsor
charities that connect to what you
value. You're the brand, so place your-
self where your brand will get noticed.”
Your personal brand is already out
there. It's up to you to make ita strong
brand with a clear voice and a history

that employers will trust and seek out.

Matt Tarpey is a writer for the Advice
& Resources section on CareerBuilder.
com. He researches and writes about

job-search strategy, career management,

says Joseph Testani, assistant dean

CONTINUE YOUR SEARCH AT

6 S 3 GET ALERTS w

Set up an email alert to receive

Encourage employers to contact you by

POST RESUME

Esp FIND ADVICE

Master job search skills with expert

hiring trends and workplace issues.

FOLLOW CAREERBUILDER
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W hether you want to
get fit or
get organized—
save money doing it
with
an O&E Media
classified ad!
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SUNDAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

8 9 2 13 ITTiT- 17 18 19
20 ~H22 ¢
D
23 24 I o1
25
26 \2! 28 29
ACROSS 59 Grammy 93 Rock’s 3 Performs, 34 Actress Nina 77 Tea holder
1 Singer nominee Jethro — biblically 35 Makes an 80 Ache (tor)
Bocelli Zadora 94 Hectic hosp. 4 Choir effort 81 Totally full
7 Almond- 60 Iraq neighbor areas platforms 36 Within reach 83 Earthen pots
flavored 61 Bugling 95 Clumsy ox 5 Strep treater: 40 Rock singer 84 Like mild
liqueurs animal 98 Cuts again. Abbr. Melissa weather
16 Backyard 62 Foil's heavier as a plank 6 Era 41 Some 87 Basic point
building cousin 101 Alternative to 7 Heartburn form-shifting 88 Jacob's wife
20 Talking 63 Common Alpo 8 Neighbors of garments 89 Geneve's
amorously jazz chords 103 1970 Barbra Thais 42 Moves country
21 Picked up 66 Suffix with Streisand 9 Disinclined instantly, in 91 Flute sounds
while hitch- hotel or front film (to) SCI-l 96 Belt piercer
hiking, say 67 Gore and 110 Rules about 10 — room 44 Meat-stock 97 Rascal —
22 Island off Franken legal wrongs (place for air jelly (country
Scotland 68 Cong. 111 Bites from hockey) 46 ‘Le Pere —u group)
23 1969 Liza member puppies 11 — de (Balzac 99 Elapsed
Minnelli film 69 2001 Josh 112 Tennis cologne novel) 100 Hucksters’
25 Scrawny Hartnett film champion 12 “Toddlers & 48 Area next to pitches
26 Locality 73 Columnist Arthur Tiaras” airer the sea 102 Bald people
27 — -TASS Hentoff 114 1977 Scott 13 ToK” 49 Love song have visible
(news 74 “Sands of — Turow book (2009 #1 hit singer ones
agency) Jima” 1151941 for Ke$ha) 50 Places to dip 103 Alternatives
28 Nation 75 Tore on foot Humphrey 14 — mind (in quill pens to sunroofs
whose capi- 76 Dined at a Bogart film agreement) 52 Calamity 104 Baseball's
tal is Abuja diner 122 Purplish 15 Unemotional 53 Sty noise Wagner
30 1975 Robert 77 Meat- brown sorts 54 Jazz pianist 105 Assemble
Redford film stamping 123 Schedule 16 Feature of Earl — 106 Smart
37 Highway org. 124 City in west the word Hines as —
hauler 78 Baden article Texas “sign” 55 Outlook 107 Ruffled
38 Mdlaga Mrs. 79 Bar assoc. 125 Former Brit. 17 Stash away 56 Make money 108 Music
39 Boozehound members Airways jets 18 Film 63 City on the industry gp.
40 "C— lavie!” 82 Roman 700 126 Sadike larval composer Loire 109 “For — inter-
43 Actress Sofer 83 Conan of TV stage of Morricone 64 Bowler, e.g. ested ...”
45 Cake coating 85 Hood'’s pistol some 19 Senegal’s 65 Krona earner 113 Chemical
47 Asia’s largest 86 1976 flatworms capital 69 Impish tyke compound
desert Michael 127 Scatter and 24 ina cab, say 70 Narrow strip 116 Punk music
51 1997 Helena Caine film drive away 29 Slimy stuff of wood offshoot
Bonham 90 Lead-in for 31 Hair-raising 71 Former Big 117 Sea, to Yves
Carter film “while” DOWN 32 Correct, as a Apple mayor 118 — -Z
57 Con’s place 92 Avant-garde 1 Drama units manuscript Ed 119 Fond du —
58 Like an composer 2 Rare kind of 33 Taking care 72 Gold com of 120 Nourished
angel’? head. Irik ~ ball game of the issue yore 121 — Baba
S Here's Howlt Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
8 1 9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To

solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
3 6 2 9 must fill each row, column and box.

Each number can appear only once in

each row, column and box. You can

5 4 2 7 figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
6 9 5 7 provided in the boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!
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Lexus RC 350 Shows Power of F Sport
Package to Give Brand a Sexier Edge

Toyota
Chairman
Akio Toyoda
just made
it clear at
the biennial
Tokyo Motor
Show in Japan
that he wants
the Lexus
brand in
future vehicles

to stand for sexiness rather than
utility. It seems that he’salready
got a pretty good start on that

goal with a new Lexus that already
exists: the 2015 RC 350 coupe,
especially when it’sequipped with
the brand’s highly successful F

Sport package.

The Lexus RC

Toyoda, an amateur race-car
driver himself, has been trying to
amp up the excitement quotient
at Toyota, which of course built
its reputation in the U.S. market
and elsewhere over the last half-
century by topping the charts in
utility, reliability and quality of

Advertising Feature

its vehicles. And the grandson

of the company’sfounder wants
to rely significantly on the Lexus
luxury-car brand to carry out this
significant change in the DNA of
the entire enterprise.

For, yes, Lexus long has been
known for producing some of the
best overall vehicles in the global
luxury market - but, no, not for
producing heart-pounding speed,
performance or even racy exterior
design in those cars.

Yet nowadays, when American
dealers press Toyoda to come up
with another large Lexus SUV to
take advantage of the still-growing
demand in the U.S. market for
such behemoths, Toyoda’s “answer

350 F Sport
is: ‘That’sthe Toyota brand,” he
told Automotive News.

Instead, for the future of
Lexus, he said, the key words are
“emotional and cool.”

And that brings us to F Sport,
the very “emotional and cool”

sub-brand of performance features
that Lexus introduced earlier

this year to give an immediate
sexiness upgrade to existing and
new vehicles that are in its lineup
right now.

F Sport trim packages are
available on nearly every model
Lexus sells, and customers are
appreciating that. Through
September, 71 percent ofall RC
coupe buyers this year opted for
the F Sport package that graced
the vehicle | drove and cost about
$4,000 extra. About half of GS
buyers and IS buyers also opted
for F Sport.

The hot-selling N X also offers
F Sport, and about 30 percent of
those compact SUVs have been
sold with the performance upgrade
since the nameplate was launched
this year, as well as 34 percent
of the Lexus CT 200h hybrid
hatchbacks. Based on all of that
success, Automotive News said,
Lexus added F Sort availability on
the hybrid model of its 2016 RX
midsize crossover for the first time.

On the RC 350, F Sport includes
a special front bumper and spindle
grille (a curvaceous, blacked-out
form that resembles either the
shape of a lab beaker or that of a
nuclear-power-plant cooling tower,
depending on your experience),
19-inch F Sport wheels, a blind-
spot monitor with rear cross-traffic
alert, aTFT instrument cluster,
heated and ventilated front F
Sport seats, perforated leather
steering wheel and shift knob,
black headliner, aluminum pedals,
power steering column, and
performance adaptive variable
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The interior is certainly worthy of the brand.

suspension.

Even the non-F Sport version of
the RC churns out 308 horsepower
and 277 Ib.-ft. of torque from
its 3.5-liter, 24-valve V6 engine,
paired with an eight-speed
automatic transmission. So it
provided suitable quick power to
match its athletic overall stance,
prominent front end - and, in the
case of the car | drove, a vibrant
orange color that is curiously
known as “Molten Pearl.”

A note about the color: It
absolutely draws people, gazing
and often with mouth agape, to
the car. Getting in and out of
the vehicle everywhere from the
Fox Theatre parking ramp in
downtown Detroit to suburban
Oakland County, | got comments
and questions about the car -
and especially the color - from
no fewer than a couple dozen
onlookers.

That’squite a few, even more
than asked me about the lime-

green-with-black-trim Dodge
Challenger that | drove a few
months ago. In the case of the
Lexus RC 350 coupe with the
F-Sport package, | think the
curiosity was driven at least as
much by the overall appearance
and appeal of the car as by the
seasonally orange color.

And if they'd had time, | would
have been happy to tell these folks
about the fantastic interior of the
vehicle as well. It includes genuine
wood trim, a heated and 10-way
power driver’sseat with two-way
lumbar controls - even an eight-
way power passenger seat, which
isn’t necessarily a given even in
luxury cars.

There also was ample room in
the car’sback seat even though the
RC is a sleek coupe, and still more
than generous space in the trunk.

I this is the kind of sexiness
that Toyoda has in mind for future
Lexus models, I'm all in.
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Lats of Primitives, Fire
Jenelry, & More.

For List & Photos GoTa:

tonAuctioneer.
com 800-801-6452
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Canton Garage Sale
47232 Larchmont Dr.
Sun, Nov8th9-5pm  Nof
Fod R Eof Back
Christires itens, cdllectibles,
arafts, legos, Beanie Babies,
kids toys (Barbie & Ker).

Livonia Moving/Estate Sde
St 117 & Sn 118 llam

Need help keeping

mmnceartiucy?ﬂ*mmll
someore With years of experi-
ence to help you relax and fedl

Shannon's Jeaning Senvice
734-431-8314 i
.co

Ayiares

CE Profile Refrigerator
White. Sice by Sice: Tcpd
thelire Everyq:nm

Maytag Hectric Stoe A-
nmond 3to4 s dd Like New
$275/0bo 734-459-7682
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ENHANCE YOUR AD WITH
A PHOTO
You can add photos to your
classified ads to show what
you are selling, in addition to
ad copy. Ads will appear
whenever you want them to
run, under the classification
you choose. The cost for the
photo will be $10, plus the
cost of the ad copy based on
the number of lines used.
Email or mail your 3x5 or 4x6
photos. Call for addresses,
will not be returned,
iquired/no re-
funds. To place your ad & get
more info call :
MtCHIGAN.COM
Observer & Eccentric
800-579-7355
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions may apply.

MALTESE PUPS

/1177, 517-420-3602
Rt S piesSavics

r O&E Media

Classifieds
Just a quick call away..

800-579-7355

P

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!
Check the Services listings Iin the
Observer & Eccentric classifieds

Call

constitute final acceptance of
the advertiser's order.
Advertisers are responsible
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visit ww w .hom etow nli

to place an ad

for reading tbeir adfs) the first
time it appears 8 reporting
any errors immediately. When
more than one insertion of
the same advertisement is
ordered, only the first incor-
rect insertion will he credited.
The Newspaper shall not be
liable for any loss or expense
that results Irom an error in or
omission of an advertisement.
No refunds tor early cancella-
tion ot order.

Publishers Notice: All real
estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act ot
1968 which states that it is
illegal to advertise "any pref-
erence. limitation or discrimi-
nabon " This newspaper wii!
not knowingly accept any ad-,
vertising tor real estate which
is in violation of the law Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are available
on an equal housing opportu-
nity basis. (FR Doc, 724983
3-31-721.

Equal Housing Opportunity
Statement: We are pledged to
the letters spirit of U.S. policy
for the achievement ot equal
housing opportunity, through-
out the nation We encourage
& support an affirmative ad-
vertising 8 marketing program
in which there are no barriers
to obtain housing because ot
race, color, religion or national
origin.
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HomeFinder

Novi - Sn Nov8h 1-3 pm
21609 Dr. 3or 2m.
coanid 1/3 acre lot back to
woods . 2.5 aar. fin bat, ges
frolc. muiltlevel deck, all apg.
freshly paint newant, grenite
ocountertop inkite. Nbv
sthods S269.700 FSBO
248982-2128

Q- ss

GronGly

HOT NEW LISTING

3 Bdrm brick ranch,
kitchen w/stove, fridge &
dishwasher, bsmt w/fpl
CA, GA $72,000
Cadli

LIMONIA Open Nov 8th. 1-4
16627
beatifu 4 25 bath adl.
in desirable Laural Park area.
do= to 1-275/96/696. Wl
maint. newer rodf, windoas,
fun QA lage fenced in Idt,
welktoschods  S259.500

734-934-0718 586-914-7007

OLD WORLD CHARM
3 bdrm colonial, Living
rm w/fpl, din rm, Kitchen
w/dishwasher, bsmt
w/lav, CA, 2 car GA
$40,000
Cadli

Vetlad
Great Value
3 bdrm, ranch, Kitchen
w/stove & fridge, hard -
wood firs, bsmt w/lav,
CA, GA $50,000
Cadli
/30D

CGnaaylds

Two Full-Body Mausole -
umQypts - Acadia Pak
Caretery. 31300 Southfield
Nof 13 M $24,000. Call

Gordon 313-919-0450

HomeFinder

$6560 + ity dgposit
734-464-3847. 734-513-4965

d 2200 softt
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On-Site Real Estate

AUCTION
3 BR Ranch Home

Friday, Nov. 20th(a) 12 PM
On-Site, 35632 Palmer Rd,

Westland, MI
*1,170* sf « Kitchen * Natural Gas
*Built 1955 -DiningRoom -ForcedAir

*3 Bedrooms -Living Room +On0.271Acre
« 1 Bath «AIC
The seller provides a warranty deed, title insurance,
transfer tax, & tax proration. Buyers premium in effect.
This property will be SOLD.

Plan Now. Bid Your Price!
Preview: 1/2 Hr Prior to Auction or byAppt

Detailed Info Visit Our Website or Call

888-481-5108
.
BippusUA.,,, H
Ladcrirg Ladaig

Lawn Care
& Maintenance

35 years of Experience

Garden Garage & Gutters
Cleaning
Available 24 hours a day
for Emergency Services

Call today for a free estimate!

HesFerFert Huirg-Genly
LIVONAFARVINGTON Clean-up/Hauling Sv.
HLLS 1,200sq.ft. 3 brbeau- Rates! Garages,
tiful ranch, gppliances, fenced atics. Free Bt
yd..S990/mp 248-342-0314 248-521-8818. 248-489-5955
Northville/Novi- 3od fam &liv Ladzirg
m bat 2 car att gar da
S1450/mo 248.787.4076
LANDSCAPING
BY LACOURE SHRUCES

SOUTHLYON 4 b, 2 beth,
bent. 1800 <, walking dis-
tance fromdatn. N s
$1350/m0. 248.767.9125
or 248.974.6617

RonsFaFet

LIVONA: Fumished, kitchen
pivileges, cable, wesher &
dhyer, dl utilities. Retired nrele
preferred. $375/mo + $100
dep. areof the larger roos.
313-885-3766

hometownlife.com

COVPLETE DRWALL SR,
Plaster Repeir. Al joswel -

comed Lidlns. Free Est. 3Lyrs

op Mark 313-363-6738

**RECYCLE

W THIS
NEWSPAPER

ing soddng, hydroseeding,
retaining walls, ins. work,
brickwelks & petios
Da'r‘in];s&la/\n imigation
systenrs, lowfoundktions kuilt
lann Meinte-

248-489-5055, 248-521-8818
RirtodirgRs

PAINTING BY ROBERT
< Wl Renoval drt
Bt | Repair
*Staining 40 yrseq
Free est. 248-349-7499,
734-464-8147

faster/

QUALITY PAINTING
Int/Bxt.. Work myself, freeest.
Reasoreble. (248) 225-7165

Fadirg

LEAK Repairs . Hasing Valleys
etc. teardffs yrseq BEB
Menber Tri County Roofing
licd&Insd 248-346-4321

Snow Removal

SNONPLONNG & SALTING

24 hr Brergency Sv - Carm
&Res Lie&Irs Free

248-521-8818, 248-489-5955

Classified Advertising: 1-800-579-7355

Thompson Tower

Apartments
Affordable Housing for
Seniors 62+ or disabled
1 & 2 bedroom apartments - all utilities included!
Immediate Occupancy
Income Based Rent.
Our features include:
« Spacious floor plans
* Laundry Rooms * Community Room
« Resident Activities

For more details, call

(313)
(800)

565-3022

567-5857 TDD

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5; Saturday 9-1
Or visit us at: 27727 Michigan Ave, Inkster

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

LO-2515859-01

fA

A new

for th e

in life ?

Purchase a

select hom

receive a

hom e

e

SALES

$1000 VISA

gift card!*

Homes from
$23,9oo to

$75,900

*WAC, certain restrictions apply.
Cannot be combined with any
other incentive. No cash value.

See housing consultant for details,
Please bring ad to receive offer.

Offer expires 11-30-15.

Dry®
Gutters 1 Jp
Rooting \
Plumbing \

Siding - J |

Find professional home
Improvement service providers in
0S?E Media's Classified Services

section every week!

To advertise your home improvement
services, contact ns at:

800-579-7355

CASH IN
with Ifel
O&E Media’s Ij U si O bserver & E ccentri
CLASSIFIEDS ~ ... eeeMEDIA
800-579-SELL
N eed to R ent
That House or
A partm ent? ja Ha irin i

Observer &

800

Eccentric
and Have
In no time!

-579-7355

Place an ad with
Media

It rented

newspapers

and

Income Li

LO-2516586-01

hometownlife.com

OA3LIL U S

TODAY!
734-729-2900

34567 Elmwood in Westland

mits Apply (L,

e X tra

E L |

Im portant things

W

62+ only

Equal Housing Opportunity.

cash

Call Sarah in Plymouth at

734.414.9760

a

JIjR

www.ajrhomesales.com

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

1st Choice Mortgage Lending

Accurate Mortgage Solutions

AFI Financial

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp.

Crosscountry Mortgage

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

Filth Third Bank

Zeal Credit Union

NMLS#

138560

164511

2431

127931

3029

399721

403245

408356

(734) 459-0782

(800) 593-1912

(877) 234-0600

(248) 740-2323

(248) 282-1602

(313) 565-3100

(800) 792-8830

(734) 466-6113

30 Yr.

3.75

3.75

3.875

3.75

4.125

3.875

Pts. 15Vr. Pts.
0 3 0
0 3 0
0 2.99 0
0 2875 0
0 3.375 0
0 3.25 0
0.25 3.375 0
0.25 3.125 0

Above Information available as of 11/6/15 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation S most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2015 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

800-579-7355
o8ads@hometownlife.com

em ployers
meet
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