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Veteran township trustee Curm

running for supervisor position

Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

Five-term Plymouth Town-
ship Trustee Chuck Curmi is
running for township supervi-
sor in this summer’s Repub-
lican primary election.

He is the third man in the
GOP race, joining state Rep.
Kurt Heise, R-Plymouth
Township, and current Su-
pervisor Shannon Price, who

was planning to
formally an-
nounce his can-
didacy Wednes-
day evening.
Curmi, a
mechanical
engineer who
also has a mas-
ter’s degree in
business administration, said
his work experience in pro-
ject management and his

Curmi

nearly 20 years on the Board
of Trustees have given him
the skills to be a successful
township supervisor.

“l have the leadership, the
integrity, the knowledge, the
experience to be the best
supervisor,” Curmi, 61, said
Tuesday.

A lifelong township resi-
dent, Curmi was first elected
to the board in 1992 and
served four consecutive four-

year terms, bowing out of the
2008 township race. He ran
for a fifth term in 2012 and
was elected.

Curmi has spent the major-
ity of his career working for
automotive-related compa-
nies and is now a consultant
to small businesses in project
management.

‘We're trying to build hope’ in Flint

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha and Plymouth Rotary AM president Leslie Greeneisen step forward to begin the program Tuesday morning.

Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

One of the chief missions of
Rotary is to provide people
with clean water, a goal Dr.
Mona Hanna-Attisha noted
with irony when she spoke

INSIDE
How you can help in Flint, A5

Tuesday to Rotarians in Ply-
mouth.

“Usually, it clean water in
developing countries. It’s not

clean water in the middle of
the Great Lakes,” said Hanna-
Attisha, a pediatrician whose
research helped prompt —
after months of stonewalling
—government acknowledg-
ment of the water crisis in
Flint.

Hanna-Attisha, who
heads a new pediatric
health initiative at Hurley
Children’s Hospital, brought
public attention to the
youngest victims of Flint’s

See ROTARY, Page A5

Showcase and Taste of Plymouth is Monday

Matt Jachman
Staff Writer

Stop by The Inn at St. John’s
on Monday to meet people
from nearly 100 Plymouth-area
businesses and organizations,
learn about what they do and
pick up freebies like pens,
refrigerator magnets and tote
bags.
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Plus, there will be food.

St. John’s will host the 27th
annual Showcase and Taste of
Plymouth, an expo and net-
working event organized by
the Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce. The
event, with about 95 business-
es, including about 20 restau-
rants and food-related busi-
nesses, is 5-7:30 p.m. Monday.
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The Showcase typically
attracts hundreds of people;
last year’ attendance was
about 600, said Wes Graff,
chamber president. About 40
percent of the businesses and
organizations planning to ex-
hibit Monday are new to the
Showcase; Graff said it’s some-
thing new business want to be
a part of to get broad public
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exposure.
Participating restaurants
will include downtown Ply-
mouth’ Post Local Bistro,
Canton Township’s Moo
Cluck Moo, Leo’s Coney
Island and the Simply Fresh
Mediterranean Grill. Ply-
mouth’s U.P. Pasties, the

See SHOWCASE, Page A2
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'The citizens'
government'

If elected, Curmi said, he
would make residents’ input ft
priority by seeing that their;-
concerns and ideas are heard
and making time, during
board meetings, for citizen
comment as each agenda item
is discussed. Citizen comment

See CURMI, Page A2

Mom-to-mom
sale helps
cash-strapped
parents

Darrell Clem
Staff Writer

Canton-area mothers strug-
gling to stretch their dollars
while clothing their children
can accomplish both during a
one-day, one-stop shopping
excursion in Canton.

They can find gently used
children’ clothing, toys and
furniture as Canton Leisure
Services brings a cash-only,
mom-to-mom sale to the Sum-
mit on the Park from 8a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, April 30.

“It’s a very popular event.
Canton is a huge community
with lots of little people,” said
Jennifer Girard, recreation
specialist.

And it’s an event that can
ease the burden on families
struggling to pay their bills
while caring for their children,
said Laurie Aren, director of
family and community minis-
tries for The Salvation Army
of Plymouth.

“It’s a consistent problem,”
Aren said. “You feed those kids
and they grow and you need
more clothes. It’s areal prob-
lem for a lot of folks who have
cash-strapped budgets. We’re
seeing working people that are
really struggling.”

Families who have no mon-
ey for clothing are referred to
the Plymouth-Canton Commu-
nity Schools Clothing Bank.
But Aren said mom-to-mom
sales are one way to find cloth-
ing and, for others, a place to
sell items their children no
longer use to raise a little mon-
ey.

In all, 66 vendors have
signed up to have booths. Shop-
pers can find items for babies
or older children —even ma-
ternity clothing. They also can
shop for shoes, books, chil-
dren’s DVDs and videos, Hal-
loween costumes, high chairs
and other furniture.

Admission is $2 at 8 a.m.
and drops to $1 from 9a.m. to 1
p.m. All sales are cash only.

For more information, call
the Summit’s front desk at
734-394-5460 or go to
www.cantonfun.org.

Summit on the Park is locat-
ed at 46000 Summit Parkway,
west of Canton Center.

ddem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ CantonObserver
734-972-0919
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Youth theater joins forces with Tipping Point for spring season

The Plymouth Uptown mouth, with dress re- about reaching your
Players Youth Theater hearsals and perfor- potential in the setting of
Program announces its mances on the profes- the Olympics. Characters
spring season 2016 mu- sional stage at TPT. TPT include a modern day
sical theater perfor- provides directors for family, Greek gods and
mances of “Go For Gold- the PUPS school-year goddesses, Athenians and
"Performances will be at theater program, the Spartans (OK, they may
5p.m. Friday April 15, PCAC’s summer theater be wearing MSU gear), a
and 11 a.m. Saturday, camps and week-long talented Greek chorus
April 16. Both shows will middle school drama and a rapping Zeus.
be on stage at Tipping workshops. “l have been so
Point Theatre, 361E. This season, 34 tal- pleased with our cooper-
Cady Street, Northville. ented actors ages 6-14 ative program with Tip-
Tickets are $6 each and have been working in ping Point theater,”
will go on sale to the The Plymouth Uptown Players Youth Theater Program in PUPS’actor-centered PCAC executive director
public after April 11 “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory" last year in theater program since Lisa Howard said. “Artis-

Plymouth Uptown Northville. January with PUPS di- tic director James Kuhl
Players is a cooperative rector Sonja Marquis and and | share a common
program between Tip- assistant directors Nick philosophy about PUPS;
ping Point Theatre in mouth Community Arts held each Sunday eve- Yocum and Josh England. that it be an actor-cen-
Northville and the Ply- Council. Rehearsals are ning at the PCAC in Ply- “Go For Gold” is a play tered program that de-
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velops young people into
confident students while
providing a team/cast
environment of peers
with common interests.
Tipping Point is top-
notch with actors and
staff that support our
youth endeavors along-
side their adult program.
Our current director,
Sonja Marquis, has been
associated with both TPT
as an actress and PCAC
as a theater director for
over three years.”

The PCAC is located at
774 N. Sheldon Road in
Plymouth. More informa-
tion can be found at
www.plymoutharts.com.

CURMI

Continued from Page Al

is now allowed at the
beginning and at the end
of each meeting, but not
during board discussion
of specific issues.

Curmi said the board
needs more discussion
and debate, both among
the elected officials and
between them and the
public.

“It’s really the citi-
zens’ government,” he
said. “They’re our
bosses in the end, so we
need to listen to them.”
Public officials, he said,
benefit from hearing
ideas, criticisms and
perspectives they may
not have considered.

“Deliberation and
debate is important so
you get to the optimum
decision,” he said.

Curmi said informa-
tion on agenda items
needs to be provided to
trustees in a more time-
ly way and criticized
what he said is too often
the hurried decision-
making of the current
board. Internal commu-
nication with board
members needs to im-
prove, he said.

He said he work to
foster “high-synergy,
cooperative relation-
ships” with neighboring
communities, pointing
to the former Plymouth
Community Fire Depart-
ment, which he support-
ed as a trustee when it
was founded, as an ex-
ample of the benefits of
such relationships. The
joint department pro-
vided firefighting and
emergency medical
service for the city of
Plymouth and the town-
ship from 1995 through
2011, when the city left
the arrangement to part-
ner with the city of
Northville.

“If you can have
more economies of scale
without degrading ser-
vice, it’s a big plus,”
Curmi said.

Also, he said, town-
ship officials need to do
more long-range budget
planning.

Longtime goal

Curmi said he ex-
pects a “very compet-
itive, very expensive”
primary race for su-
pervisor with “maybe a
little bit of acrimony
here or there.” He said
he plans to meet voters
through door-to-door
campaigning.

“Pm looking for the
voters to recognize my
dedication and record,”
he said.

Being township su-
pervisor, Curmi said, is
a goal he’s had since age
10. He spent a lot of
time in his uncle’s feed
store while growing up,
he said, and was im-
pressed with the town-
ship officials who hung
out there to talk local
politics. Their work,
such as planning for
township infrastructure,
made the township what
it is today, he said.

“I’d listen to them
with fascination at what
was going on,” he said. -
“These were real lead-
ers that had a great
perspective.”

Curmi is married and
has four adult children.
The township pri-
mary is Thesday, Aug. 2.
The filing deadline for
political-party affiliated
candidates to enter the
race is Tuesday, April

19.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Cheryl Harmer’s son
lived 102 days.

Although the death of
the baby she named Da-
vid Andrew Harmer
came 30 years ago, the
memory is still fresh in
her mind.

“I knew | was going
crazy. That was a given,”
said Harmer, 56, of White
Lake. “l wanted to know
how to get out of it.”

She found help
through Compassionate
Friends, a support group
for parents who'’ve lost a
child.

Now, Harmer sews in
honor of the son she lost
all those years ago with a
group of women dedicat-
ed to easing the pain of
stillbirth and infant death
by making care packages
for grieving families out
of donated wedding and
bridesmaids gowns.

Angels Above Baby
Gowns, the nonprofit
organization started two
years ago by Garden City
resident Dawn Lafferty,
has made more than
10.000 care packages,
each of which includes an
ornate burial gown, a
blanket, a bonnet, a
bracelet, an angel orna-
ment and more.

“l sew in memory of
my son,” Harmer said.
“The night we left the
hospital after he died,
they gave me his blanket.
| have pictures, but noth-
ing like this. | know 1
went shopping for some-
thing to bury him in, but |
have no idea what it was.
I was in such a fog, I just
did what people told me
to do. It would have been
nice to have this pack-
age.”

Angels Above has
delivered the tiny satin
and silk works of art,
each unique, to more
than 50 hospitals in Mich-
igan and has expanded,
now including chapters
in several other states.
Each hospital gets
enough gowns to supply
it for a full year, so care
packages are at the ready
whenever a family
should need one.

Though itsrarely
discussed, stillbirths and
infant deaths are all too
common. The infant mor-
tality rate —the rate at
which babies die before
their first birthday —in
Michigan is nearly 7 per
1.000 live births, accord-
ing to the state Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services. Michigan
ranks eighth worst in the
country for infant mor-
tality. And the March of
Dimes reports that 23,600
babies are stillborn annu-
ally in the U.S., affecting
about 1in 160 pregnan-
cies.

Although Lafferty, 59,
never had children of her
own and never suffered
through the loss of a
baby, she feels empathy
for those who have.

The idea for Angels
Above came to her after
reading a news story
about a woman in Wash-
ington whose baby had
died; she was handed the
infant’s body wrapped in
a washcloth.

Lafferty knew she
could do better than that.
She’d started her own
sewing business at the
age of 12, made many of
her own clothes growing
up, and sews costumes
for theater groups on the
side.

“l posted on Facebook,
‘I’m thinking of starting a
nonprofit group’... and
my friends instantly said,
‘I’'m in,”” Lafferty said.
“They brought their ma-
chines over and we were
up and running. It was
two years ago in May.”

Busy hands

Each Wednesday night
and Thursday afternoon
at Lafferty’s house is
busy. Thats when women
come from all over south-
east Michigan to snip and
stitch in the basement of
her ranch-style house.

One evening in mid-
March, three women sat
side-by-side in chairs,
using seam rippers and

tiny scissors to carefully
dismantle wedding
gowns, removing the
lace, the beads, and the
appliques. Two others
stood across the room at
a table, inspecting donat-
ed gowns and deciding
what should be done with
each one.

The washing machine
spun in an adjacent room,
washing wedding dresses
to be used for baby
gowns.

Twelve-year-old Blu,
Lafferty’ dog, circled
the room, trying to get
pats from busy hands.

“He’s part of the
group,” Lafferty said,
reaching down to pat him
on the head.

Her eldest sister, Sher-
ry Ray, is one of the
roughly 20 seamstresses
who regularly come to
Lafferty’s house to sew.

“lI remember when
she started this,” said
Ray, of Westland. “I
thought it was amazing.
All these little ladies
werent here then.... She
said, ‘I’m probably not
going to do too well at it. |
maybe will have a couple
hundred gowns.’ In two
years, we've done over
10,000 gowns.

“It’s just like wow. I’'m
so proud of her.”

Organization is key

Each room in her
basement is dedicated to
the cause. Storage con-
tainers and shelving line
the walls. Each drawer
and container is stocked
with something different
—one for beads; another
for lace; one for appli-
ques; and separate spots
for boning, ribbons and
more.

“We dont waste any-
thing,” she said. “All our
tiny little scraps are
gathered up.” Even the
tulle from wedding
gowns is reused. It
donated to animal organi-
zations to stuff pet beds.

Tables for dismantling
dresses are set up, as are
cutting tables and pat-
tern-piecing. A shelf
along one wall holds a
row of sewing machines
and sergers.

The space is cramped
and Lafferty said she’d
love to expand to a donat-
ed building or larger
work and storage area if
she could, but money is
tight and every penny
that comes in Is spent on
the costs of shipping
packages to hospitals and
sewing supplies.

“We have no funding
at all,” Lafferty said.
“Everything is self-fund-
ed at this point.”

Branching out

Since she started An-
gels Above, Lafferty has
branched out beyond
sewing gowns and caps
for hospital care pack-
ages.
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When babies die, Angels Above
group swoops In with comfort
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Tori Disney, 45, of Dearborn goes through donated wedding dresses as other women
deconstruct them to make burial gowns for stillborn babies and infants who die soon after
birth at the Garden City studio of the nonprofit Angels Above Baby Gowns.

SALLY ANN BROWN |HENRY FORD WEST BLOOMFIELD HOSPITAL
Angels Above Baby Gowns makes burial gowns out of
donated wedding dresses for babies who are stillborn and
infants who die soon after delivery.

She has partnered
with hospice organiza-
tions to coordinate angel
gown services, and con-
nected with a group that
provides financial assis-
tance for burial costs to
help needy families.
Angels Above is in the
midst of a prom-dress
drive, donating prom
dresses and fashionable
bridesmaid gowns for
free to needy high school
students. It also donates
first communion dresses
and other gowns to area
churches for families
with special events who
can't afford to buy some-
thing nice to wear.

Now, Angles Above is
collecting money to buy
CuddleCots for Michigan
hospitals. The CuddleCot
is a cooling device that
attaches to a bassinet or
Moses basket. It is used
to cool the body of an
infant who was stillborn
or died after delivery and
slows the decomposition
process so the child’
parents have more time
to say good-bye.

In February, Lafferty
and the Angels Above
crew delivered their first
one to Henry Ford West

Bloomfield Hospital,
where as many as 19
families a year suffer
that sort of loss, said
Gina Clifford, clinical
coordinator of the birth-
ing center.

“Nobody talks about
this. People don talk
about this,” Clifford said.
“The guilt alone makes
them feel awful, you
know? We've had pa-
tients say to us, What did
| do wrong? If | would
have come to the hospital
on Tuesday instead of
waiting until Thursday,
then maybe my baby
would still be dive.’But
there’s no saying whether
that baby would be. Its
just truly —it’s horrible.
So you support them.”

The CuddleCot offers
another way the hospital
can offer that support,
said Annette Penn, ad-
ministrative nurse for
the birthing center and
special care nursery.

“I think it’s greatly
needed,” she said. “Pa-
tients need to be able to
say hello before they say
goodbye to their babies.
So by allowing them as
long as they need in the
room with their baby —

whether they’re here for
24 hours or 48 hours —
we’ll be able to allow the
baby to stay in the room
with them. They need to
be able to give that first
bath because who should
be giving the first bath?
It should be the mom and
the dad. And the same
with dressing the baby,
just having those oppor-
tunities to do that. I've
had three losses myself,
but never had the oppor-
tunity to see, touch, hear
or smell any of them, so |
am very passionate about
our program. Families
should have mementos,
they should have pic-
tures. We always have to
remember that patients
see with their hearts, not
with their eyes, so what-
ever we can do for them
is helpful.”

CuddleCots cost about
$3,000 each, Lafferty
said, and the group Is
now collecting money to
buy another one for a
hospital in Flint, Lafferty
said, which has been hit
hard by the water crisis.

“We asked all of our
members to donate a
dollar,” Lafferty said.
“Some donated more.... |
couldn’t do any of this
without all my volun-
teers. | couldn't do this on
my own.”

Cindy Logie, 56, of
Hazel Park started sew-
ing with Angels Above
Baby Gowns in Novem-
ber.

“I haven't had the loss
of a child. I don’t know
anyone closely who’s had
a loss, but | had a wed-
ding gown,” she said. “I
thought it would be nice
to somehow do some-
thing with it. | didn't
know anybody in the
group. | just felt it was
God who put that in my
path.”

She reached out to
Lafferty through the
Facebook page and came

IS also ours.
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HOW TO HELP r

Even if you don't know
how to sew, Angels Above
Baby Gowns is always in need
of volunteers. To join the
group or learn more, go to its
Facebook page at www.fate-
book.com/groups/AngelBaby-
GownsGardenCityMIArea/ or
call Dawn Lafferty at 734-421-
2322 between 10a.m. and 8
p.m. You can also email
Lafferty at angelsabovebaby-
gownsmi@gmail.com.

To donate a wedding 1
gown, prom dress, brides-
maid dress or other formal
gown to Angels Above Baby
Gowns, you can drop it off at
the Westland Friendship
Center, 1119 N. Newburgh *
Road . Other donation sites
are spread all over the state,
including sites from Battle
Creek to Bloomfield Hills,
Lansing to Livonia. To learn
more about donation sitesj
contact Lafferty through the
Facebook page.

The organization isalso *
quickly outgrowing its space.
If you have a building space
or would like to be a benei
factor to the organization in
some other way, Lafferty
welcomes help.

ANGELS ABOVE
PROM DRESS
DRIVE

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. April
9 at Garden City High School,
6500 Middlebelt Road. An-
gels Above Baby Gowns is
hosting a prom dress drivei
Anyone can get a dress free,
but the organization asks for
$10 to cover the cost of clean-
ing. Any remaining proceeds
go toward the expenses of
the group.

>
GRIEF SUPPORT >

If you or someone you'",
know needs help coping with
the loss of a baby through
infertility, miscarriage, still-
birth or newborn death, t6e
CCUDL Support Group aC*
Henry Ford can help. For '
details, go to www.henryt’
ford.com/body.cfm?id=5&779,
call 248-325-0424 or emalk
ccudl@hfhs.org.

Compassionate Friend”-
offers support to people-*
suffering the loss of a ch([el.
There are chapters all ovef
the state. To find one or (earn
more, go to www.compas;
sionatefriends.org or call -
877-969-0010.

on a Wednesday night
with a friend and her *
mother to help out. Now,
she said, she’s hooked:'
“I’m just trying to help
people who are suffering
with such a loss. | pray
over each gown that f
sew because | just feel
that to me, its very ink
portant. | know that the
family is going to be ®
having a very hard time,
and Ijustﬁray that this
will give them comforfvl”

PROVIDENCE-PROVIDENCE PARK HOSPITAL

Your top priority

Accredited Baby-Friendly® at both campuses for providing
superior support for breastfeeding and mother/baby bonding
Alternative Birthing Center for a natural childbirth experience
Neonatal ICU, Special Care Nursery, and Pediatric Unit to meet

your children’ needs
Comprehensive childbirth education program

srJoHN

Provideno

Believe in better

16001 W. 9 Mile Rd. (at Greenfield), Southfield, M 48075
47601 Grand River Ave. (at Beck Road), Novi, M 48374

866-501-DOCS (3627)
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Teen says father
threatened her with
broom, knife

A Canton teen told police
that her father tried to assault
her with a metal broom and
also brandished a knife, threat-
ening to “shut her up perma-

nently,” according to a police
report.

The 18-year-old daughter’s
allegations brought police to a
house on John Drive, near
Koppernick and 1-275, where
the father, 58, was taken into
jeystody Saturday. He could be
facing criminal charges.
‘¢~fhe teen notified police that

*$ifwas babysitting her niece
nephew and that they
W\kge playing with two cats
started to fight, prompt-
"ftigTier father to come toward
fl«Pwith a metal broom she
said he has used to beat her
since she was younger, the
report said.

She said he threatened to
get rid of the cats and force
her to leave home. She said he
told her that he could beat her
and police would do nothing.

The teen told police that she

Farmington
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used a child safety fence to
protect herself from the metal
broom. Moments later, she
said her father tried to throw
her against a wall and threat-
ened her with the knife.

The teen said she managed
to flee the home and went to a
friend’s house, after which she
sought help.

When police went to the
home, they noticed deplorable
living conditions, including the
stench of animals and garbage,
old food left in the kitchen and
a hole in the ceiling where
water had leaked, the report
said.

Police arrested the father
and the investigation was con-
tinuing.

Dog attack

A 24-year-old man told po-
lice he was attacked by a dog
and bitten on his right hand
during an incident that un-
folded last Thursday night at
the Days Inn, on Michigan
Avenue near Lotz.

Police went to the scene
about 10 p.m. to investigate
reports that a boxer mix ran
toward the victim when he

came out of his hotel room. He
told police he had to jump onto
a car to get away from the dog,
causing a windshield to break
in the process, a police report
said.

The victim and the dog
owner gave conflicting ac-
counts of what happened.

The victim said the dog —
unchained —was already out-
side with its owner when he
came outside. He said the dog
began to chase him and bit him
on the hand.

The owner said the dog had
been inside a Days Inn room,
but ran outside when his
grandson opened the door, just
as the dog-bite victim was
walking outside.

Police ticketed the owner
for having a dangerous dog at
large and advised him to quar-
antine the animal for 10 days.
Police said the last known
rabies shot the dog had was in
July 2014.

Fake suicide report

A Canton woman told police
that a man she knows lied
when he called the Canton
Police Department to report

Hills man killed

that she was suicidal.

She said he did it as re-
venge, saying she had previ-
ously reported him to police in
Garden City, where he lives,
after he refused to leave her
alone.

Police went to the woman’s
resident in the West Point
mobile home park on Canton’s
southeast side last Thursday
afternoon after being told the
woman might be suicidal.

She told police she had been
trying for hours to get a drun-
ken male friend to stop calling
her and texting her. He sent 64
texts and talked incoherently
when he left messages.

The woman told Canton
police that she reported the
man to Garden City police
after he sent her a video tak-
ing a needle out of his sock
drawer and telling her that he
had “a rock” coming from
Detroit. He reportedly told her
Ejhat he wanted to get high and

ie.

The man became angry
when she reported him and, in
turn, called Canton police
claiming she was suicidal.
Police advised the woman on

getting a personal protection
order and told her to contact
them again if the problem
persists.

Police learned the man had
a criminal history, including
home invasion in Lansing and
possession of marijuana in
Westland.

Identity theft

A Canton man who is unable
to speak because of a recent
disability came to the police
station with his parents to
report he had been the victim
of identity theft, a police re-
port said.

The 32-year-old man, with
his parents speaking for him,
had learned that someone filed
an income tax return in his
name. He found out when he
went to file his own taxes, the
report said.

The man filed the police
report March 31. His parents
told police that an identity
theft affidavit is being filed
with the Internal Revenue
Service to support the claims
of stolen identity.

—By Darrell Clem
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after driving minibike into SUV
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Aileen Wingblad
Staff Writer

AFarmington Hills man was killed
April 2after driving his minibike into
32003 Chevy SUV at the intersection
of Tlick and Eight Mile roads.

Stanley Smith, 39, was transported
shortly after the accident to Beau-
mont-Farmington Hills, where he was
pronounced dead.

w .According to Farmington Hills
BMce Lt. Paul Nicholas, Smith was
westbound on Eight Mile Road short-
dwafter 9:30 p.m. when he ran into the
side of the SUV, which was turning
left onto Tuck Road. Nicholas said the
minibike was not street legal and had
nioiights and Smith was not wearing a
3*ejinet.

*0%>"7This serves as a reminder to any-
body traveling on the roadway to

N"Thinking about

wear proper safety equipment. This
resulted from not wearing a helmet,”
Nicholas said. “Seat belts and hel-
mets are important safety devices.”

Nicholas also noted that it’s be-
lieved that alcohol use by Smith was
a factor in the crash. The driver of
the SUV, a 37-year-old Farmington
Hills woman, hadn* been drinking,
he said.

The minibike was destroyed and
the SUV sustained damage to the
passenger side. Neither the SUV
driver nor its passenger were in-
jured. Smith had a suspended driver’s
license, Nicholas said.

An investigation into the crash is
continuing.

Farmington Hills typically has
“zero to two” fatal traffic accidents
per year on surface streets, Nicholas
said.
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itchen?

Join us for a Fun Informative Kitchen Planning Workshop
Saturday, April 23rd from 11:00 —1:00

At our beautiful Kitchen and Bath Design Center

27260 Haggerty Rd., Suite A1, Farmington Hills Ml 48331

Speeder arrested on
drunken-driving charge

A 23-year-old Canton Township man
was arrested on a drunken-driving
change after he was stopped for speed-
ing on westbound North Territorial in
Plymouth Township early Sunday morn-
ing.

The man, in a 2015 Chevrolet Silvera-
do pickup truck, was traveling at an
estimated 95 mph in a 50 mph zone,
according to a Plymouth Township Po-
lice Department report. An officer spot-
ted him about 1:30 a.m. Sunday, the
report said, and stopped him near M-14.

The officer smelled alcohol upon
speaking with the driver, the report
said, and the driver said he’d had two
beers, then changed that to three, then

said he may have had five, police said.
He took a test for alcohol in his body,
the results of which police did not dis-
close.

Passenger trouble

Police responded to the intersection
of Edinburgh and Latheron, in the area
of North Territorial and Beck, early the
morning of March 25 to help an Uber
driver who was dealing with an unruly
passenger.

Called out shortly before 3 a.m., po-
lice said the man appeared to be drunk
and upset and was using foul language.
He was given a disorderly conduct
warning, police said, and told to go
home.

—By Matt Jachman

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com

Ask the Expert

IS A HEARING IMPLANT

RIGHT FOR ME?

ADVERTISEMENT

Straining to hear each day,

even when using powerful

hearing aids?

More people than ever before are turning to
hearing implants to help them hear again and
reconnect to the life they love. Infact, hundreds
of thousands of people worldwide have found
hope beyond hearing aids and are now enjoying

the sounds they’ve been missing with an

implantable hearing solution.

You may be asking yourself: “What are hearing

David C. Kelsall, M.D.,

Cochlear Medical Advisor

Dr. David C. Kelsall, a hearing

implants and will they work for me?” While
these answers lie inthe hands of a qualified
Hearing Implant Specialist, there are some

implant surgeon and medical
advisor to Cochlear, the world

YO U W IL

iTips on how to avoid
planning pitfalls

i Build your kitchen
investment budget

L-* mMeet and work with
our Award Winning
designers in a “no
pressure” atmosphere

L RECEIVE

Learn about our
Diamond Warranty
SO you are never left
stranded

Special promotional
pricing for this event!

2015

Call now to reserve your spot!

248-260-2468 orvisit ¥

Remodeler

TransitionsRemodeling.com of the Year
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telltale signs that may mean a hearing implant
is right for you. Get to know the facts. It’s the

first step to better hearing.

Q Isabeairgindatridt
for ne?

A: Ifyou have tried hearing aid after
hearing aid and nothing seems
to work, it may mean a hearing
implant is right for you. Other

signs may include having difficulty

hearing in noisy environments
(such as restaurants) or on

the phone. Be sure to discuss
these signs with a Hearing
Implant Specialist in your area.
Hearing aids are typically worn
before implantable solutions are
considered.

Q Hware bearirg indats
differart then hearirg aids?

A: While hearing aids only amplify
sounds, hearing implants help
make them louder and clearer.
Improving the clarity of your
hearing may help you better
understand speech in both quiet
and noisy situations.

leader in hearing implants,
answers common questions
about hearing implants.

Q Wret kirck of hearirg indants
are there?

A: There are hearing implant
solutions for many types of
hearing loss. They include
cochlear implants, Hybrid™
Hearing and bone conduction
implants. Visit your Hearing
Implant Specialist to determine
which one may be right for you.

Q Does Medicare cover hesxirg
inplats?

A: Yes, hearing implants may be
covered by Medicare and most
private insurance.*

Q Doleairg inpdats reouire
surgeny?

A: Yes, surgery is required. However,
in most cases it is a short,
outpatient procedure.

Q Amlitooddto get acochlear
inpat?

A: No, it’s never too late to begin
your journey to better hearing.

Gl 1877 499 4000 tofirda Hearirg Indant Soedidlist rneaeryou

Visit Cochlear.com/DET to take an online hearing quiz.

SEERER
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Lired

Cochlear*
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Flint nonprofit has set up fund to help victim s

The Flint Child Health &
Development Fund was set up
in January by the Community
Foundation of Greater Flint to
provide long-term assistance
to children affected by lead-
tainted water in Flint.

The fund will be used to

ROTARY

Continued from Page Al

tainted water: children whose
development could be se-
verely impaired by lead poi-
soning that has lifelong ef-
fects.

She spoke early Thesday to
people at the Plymouth Rotary
AM club, which is based at the
Plymouth Arts and Recreation
Complex.

Late last summer, Hanna-
Attisha began studying blood
samples from some of Flint’s
poorest children, noting a
jump in the percentage of
children with elevated blood-
lead levels that corresponded
to the city’ switch to water
from the Flint River. In some
cases, she said Tuesday, the
neighborhoods where water
had the highest levels of lead
were the same as those in
which the greatest increases
in lead levels among children
were seen.

'They feel betrayed"’

“They just feel absolutely
betrayed,” Hanna-Attisha said
of people in Flint, who were
already affected by business
disinvestment and high levels
of unemployment, poverty
and crime. “There is a huge
lack of trust, a huge feeling of
betrayal.”

Lead is a neurotoxin linked
to attention-deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder, impulsiveness
and even criminality, Hanna-
Attisha said. The effects can
be seen through generations,
she said, as genetic changes
have been observed in the
grandchildren of people who
were poisoned by lead.

“This is something we’re
going to have to live with for
decades,” she said.

Hanna-Attisha was called a
hero Tuesday, but she
shrugged off the compliment,
saying she happened to be the
right person there at the right
time. She praised the work of
Marc Edwards, a professor at
Virginia Tech, for research
that showed extremely high
levels of lead in Flint’s drink-
ing water even as state offi-
cials assured the public it was
safe.

“He was ridiculed and he
was dismissed by the state,”
she said.

Some areas of Flint, she
said, had lead levels in the
water of 11,000 parts per bil-
lion or more, many times
higher than the 15 parts per
billion level at which the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
says corrective action must
be taken.

Hanna-Attisha said the
water crisis was the result of
a “perfect storm” of factors,
including an aging water-
delivery infrastructure with
lead in it, the switch in April
2014 from Detroit’s water
system to the naturally more
corrosive water from the Flint
River (the city switched back
to the Detroit system in Octo-
ber) and the failure to treat
the water with anti-corrosives
that would have inhibited the
leaching of lead from the
pipes. Even Flint’s population
loss was a factor, she said, as
the water system was built for
a much larger population and
now has areas of water pool-
ing, or stasis in the system,
that can accelerate corrosion.

Long-term plan

Hanna-Attisha said efforts
on many fronts can help chil-
dren affected by the crisis;
programs from nutrition as-
sistance to preschool to spe-
cial education to early litera-
cy initiatives and more, can
help counteract the effects of
lead poisoning, she said. Pipe
replacement in Flint, she said,
“is expensive, but it needs to
happen.”

Still, she said, there is no
cure.

“We cannot reverse what
happened. There is no lead
pill or antidote,” Hanna-At-
tisha said.

Hanna-Attisha is founding
donor of the Flint Child
Health & Development Fund,
set up by the Community
Foundation of Greater Flint to
raise $100 million to help
Flint’s lead-poisoned children
over the long term. The plan
will include better access to
medical professionals, early
childhood education, infant
and child behavioral health
services, nutrition education,

interventions and support
programs to help children
who were poisoned by lead to
have the best possible out-
comes. Efforts will include
early childhood education,
better access to pediatric
health care, behavioral health

services, nutrition education
and access to healthy food
and more.

Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha,
who is at the forefront of
researching how the tainted
water affected children, is a
founding donor of the fund.
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Plymouth AM Rotary president Leslie Greeneisen introduces Dr. Mona

Hanna-Attisha.

She spoke Ibesday at the
Plymouth Arts and Recreation
Complex at the invitation of
the Plymouth Rotary AM
club.

Donations can be made
online at www.flintkids.org or
mailed to Community Founda-

tion of Greater Flint, 500 S.
Saginaw Street, Suite 200,
Flint, M1 48502. Make checks
payable to Community Foun-
dation of Greater Flint and'- ’
mention the Flint Child *,,*'
Health & Development FujkL
in the correspondence.
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The Rotary meeting begins with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha speaks Tuesday at the Plymouth Arts and Recreation Complex about the Flint water crisis.

Hanna-Attisha

research and more.

“We are actively trying to
build hope in our community,”
Hanna-Attisha said.

Plymouth Rotary AM presi-
dent Leslie Greeneisen said
she envisions a Rotary effort

to help Flint’s recovery
through the Rotary District
6400, an umbrella organiza-
tion that represents close to
50 Rotary clubs in the Detroit
area and Ontario, including
the Plymouth AM group.
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Listening to the story of Flint's water crisis.

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Scott Lorenz and the crowd applaud at the end of Dr. Hanna-Attisha's talks

Flint’s needs, she said, fit with
several key Rotary goals,
including promoting literacy
and promoting infant and
maternal health.

“These stories are what
inspire people to take that

action,” said Wayne Titus, tjie
Rotary District 6400 gover- *
nor.

mjachman@hometownlife.com le »
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Aribbon-cutting at the new Beauty & Brow Bar in downtown Plymouth.

Beauty & Brow Bar opens

iIn downtown Plymouth

On Sunday, April 3,
estheticians and enter-
tainment industry veter-
ans Danielle Smith and
Mikki Crossely opened
their Beauty &Brow
Bar concept store in
downtown Plymouth.

The Beauty & Brow
Bar will offer simplistic,
yet trendsetting beauti-
fying packages for all
bridal, photography and
film and television
makeup needs. Having
worked on programs
such as “American
Idol,” “America’s Got
Talent,” Kid Rock Char-
ity Event, and the
“Oprah Live Your Life
Tour,” Smith and Cros-
sely have pledged to

bring all of their indus-
try knowledge to their
new concept store.

In addition to work-
ing with such respected
industry icons, Crossely
also brings 19 years of
industry experience of
working with companies
such as MAC, Babbi
Brown, Cover Girl,
Trish McEvoy and Make
Up For Ever. Smith is
also bringing nearly a
decade of beauty indus-
try experience, while
working for companies
such as MAC, Cover
Girl and Make Up For
Ever.

During a visit to New
York and speaking to
upper-level manage-

ment of one of the com-
panies Smith repre-
sents, she had an idea.
“Seeing how they have
S0 many options for
professionally trained
industry artists to work
with the everyday per-
son in New York, I fig-
ured why couldnt we
start something like that
here in Michigan with
the growth that is taking
place?” she said.

That’s when she ap-
proached Crossely and
they decided to open the
Beauty & Brow Bar. For
more information, call
313-241-8612 or 810-923-
3659. Check it out on
Instagram @barbeau-
tybrow.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the P_IE/mouth-Canton Community Schoals invites all interested
and qualified companies to submit a proposal For Student Pictures for Canton High Schooal,
Plymouth High School and Salem High School. Specifications ofthe Request for Proposal (RFP)
are available on at PCCSK12.com, under departments and business office or by contacting
Kristen Hennessey, Director of Procurement, and Plymouth Canton Community Schools at
kristen.nennessev@pcckl2.com. Proposals will be accepted as specified in the Request for
Proposals at PCCS - E.J McClendon Educational Center located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth,
MI 48170 on/or before Tuesday, April 26 2016 at 10:00 am. Bids shall be “labeled: Bid
document enclosed- “Photography Service Bid”. The Board of Education reserves the right to
accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school district.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
Kate Bominiski

1Oxoerress 3%
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The Senior Alliance®

IT S A ~ "Area Agency on Aging 1-C

The Senior Alliance will host a Public Hearing session
for input regarding the 2017-2019 Multi-Year Plan (MYP)
for services to persons age 60 and older in
southern and western Wayne County.

The Senior Alliance would greatly appreciate your input!

Monday, May 9, 2016
2:30-4:00 P.M.
The Senior Alliance
3850 Second Street, Suite 100
Wayne, Ml 48184

Thursdg&, May 19, 2016
1:00-3:00 P.M.
Canton Senior Center

46000 Summit Parkway, Room: Art 2
Canton, Ml 48188

Tuesday, May 24, 2016
10:00 AM.-12:00 P.M.
Brownstown Senior Center
21313 Telegraph Road, Hall D
Brownstown Twp., MI 48183

Adraft of the 2017-2019 MYP will be available online April 8, 2016 at www.aaalc.org
Written comments accepted until May 31, 2016.

For more information, call
734-858-2238

Published: April 7,1)16 laoooprrar 3%

Parents, chat with our teachers
while enjoying a fun-filled evening
with your family

Reservations appreciated but not required
(734) 421-7360, Ext 225 « school@ livoniastmichael.org
www.livoniastmichael.org/sms ¢« Look for us on Facebook!

LO-0000278186

On the move

SUBMITTED

DJ. Maltese Construction Corp. and WhiteROCK Specialties have a new location at 412 N. Main
Street in Plymouth. This is their fourth location since moving to Plymouth in 2002. Pictured on

the stairway are (from left) Joe Maltese, WhiteROCK Specialties, from D.J. Maltese Construction
Corp. (front) Katie Brewington, behind her Melissa Maltese, (back row) Dawn, Dominic Andrew
and Christopher Maltese and (center) Gavin Maltese.

Ribbon-cutting

The Plymouth Com-
munity Chamber of Com-
merce will meet at 6 p.m.
Thursday, April 7, to
welcome the newly re-
opened Fox Hills Chrys-
ler auto dealership, 111
Ann Arbor Road, Ply-
mouth.

New leader

The Chiropractic Fed-
eral Credit Union Board
of Directors unanimously
elected Margie Brace to
the position of chairwom-
an of the
board.
With her
election,
Brace
becomes
the first
woman and
first non-
chiroprac-
tor to lead
CFCU, which is the only
credit union in the nation
founded by chiropractors
and exclusively serving
chiropractors, their fam-
ilies and staffs.

“l have been so hon-
ored all these years to
represent CFCU, whose
sole mission for 66 years
has been to provide the
chiropractic family with
the tools and products
they need to practice
their profession,” Brace
said. “At CFCU, we build
relationships. That’s my
answer when people ask
me why CFCU is special
and why they should join.
We have great rates and
programs, and a dedicat-
ed staff, but we build
lasting relationships with
our members. It’s what
makes us different.”

Brace

Logos certified
Canton-based Logos
Communications, Inc., a
business specializing in
public relations, market-
ing, writing, social media
and communications
training, received nation-
al certification as a Wom-
en’s Business Enterprise
by the Great Lakes Wom-
en’s Business Council, a
regional certifying part-

BUSINESS BRIEFS

ner of the Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise National
Council.

WBENC's national
standard of certification
implemented by the
Great Lakes Women’s
Business Council is a
meticulous process in-
cluding an in-depth re-
view of the business and
site inspection. The certi-
fication process is de-
signed to confirm the
business is at least 51
percent owned, operated
and controlled by a wom-
an or women.

“This is an important
designation for our firm
and we are pleased to
join the community of
other woman-owned
businesses in Michigan
and around the country
who are contributing to
the economy,” said Sue
Voyles, Logos Communi-
cations president.

By including women-
owned businesses among
their vendors, corpora-
tions and government
agencies demonstrate
their commitment to
fostering diversity and
the continued devel-
opment of their supplier/
vendor diversity pro-
grams.

Program recognized

Canton’ therapeutic
recreation Camp Leisure
Club, offered by Canton
Leisure Services, was
honored Feb. 16 with an
mParks “Excellence in
Programming Award” at
the Michigan Recreation
and Park Association’s
annual Conference and
Trade Show in Acme. The
award is one of three
Therapeutic Recreation
Awards honoring out-
standing professionals
and programs within the
Therapeutic Recreation
field.

Over the last two
years, the program has
served more than 240
families with individuals
who qualify for these
unique adaptive services.
These inclusive opportu-
nities are available to
Residents of Western

Wayne County with a
wide range of disabilities
and impairments.

Programming has
grown dramatically over
the last 15 years and
focuses on promoting the
development of fine and
gross motor skills, health
and wellness, social inter-
actions, and independ-
ence in the community.
Canton Leisure Club is a
welcoming group of par-
ticipants of all ages and
staff who have created a
unique environment that
offers a deep sense of
belonging and family
through field trips,
camps and fitness class-
es that really mean so
much more.

“It’s a magic mixture
of life, love, and learning.
It transcends what
makes us different, cele-
brating the diversity of
the human form and its
triumphant spirit, while
connecting us all in the
ways that we are the
same. Leisure Club cre-
ates a place where ‘dis-
abled’becomes ‘distinct’
and becomes ‘can.™ said
Jennifer Provenzano,
Canton recreation coor-
dinator.

Speaking Saturday

Kurt Kazanowski of
Homewatch CareGivers,
a Plymouth in-home
health care professional,
will host an interactive
workshop 9-11:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 9, at the
Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce.
He will discuss the chal-
lenges and solutions of
the adult caregiver, with
key topics including
financial decision-mak-
ing; how to receive/pay
for home care services;
VA benefits; and de-
mentia and Alzheimer’s
care tips.

The workshop is open
to anyone looking for
guidance in caring for
aging loved ones. Tickets
cost $20 in advance and
$25 at the door. The link
to the event site: http://
thehomecareexpert.com/
workshop-april-9-2016/.

Find a masterpiece at Great Lakes Art Fair

The annual Spring
Great Lakes Art Fair at
the Suburban Collection
Showplace offers patrons
the opportunity to experi-
ence nearly 200 of the
region’s finest artists and
craftspeople in a single,
indoor location.

Organizers said the
number of artists exhib-
iting in the fair continues
to increase each year.

The Great Lakes Art
Fair will take place April
8-10 at Suburban Col-
lection Showplace, 46100
Grand River, in Novi.
Admission is $7 for
adults; children younger
than 12 are free. Hours
are 1-8p.m. Friday, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
and 11a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun-
day.

Featured mediums
include painting, sculp-
ture, ceramics, textiles
and apparel, plus photog-
raphy, metal, woodwork-
ing and jewelry, with live
demonstrations and some
select specialty items as
well. Friday is Ladies
Day, with admission is
half off, plus the first 500
patrons will receive a

FILE PHOTO

Novi's Suburban Collection Showplace will host the Spring

Great Lakes Art Fair.

complimentary gift card
from Noodles & Co.

The GLAF offers an
unofficial kickoff to the
warm weather fair sea-
son and an opportunity to
see new artwork before it
“hits the streets” at out-
door fairs across the
region. More information
and $2 discount coupons
for entry are available at
www.greatlakesartfair-
.com, while artists are
featured on the GLAF
Facebook page http://
www.facebook.com/
GreatLakesArtFair.

“The reputation of the
Great Lakes Art Fairas a
high-quality destination
event for artists has con-

tinued to expand and we
have seen a steady in-
crease of interest and
participation from artists
from all across the Unit-
ed States. This year we
delighted to welcome an
even broader array of
talent, offering a wider
spectrum of work than
ever before” said Blair
Bowman, owner of the
Suburban Collection
Showplace and the Great
Lakes Art Fair.

The Great Lakes Art
Fair isajuried art fair,
with a panel of artists and
curators collaborating to
determine the ideal mix
of mediums and artists
that comprise the fair.
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You are going to Love Since 194

your Construction project by D.J. Maltese...

...0Vers soo Satisfied customers strong & growing!

After
Beautiful Bathrooms Free design Amazing Kitchens
Traditional
or
Contemporary
Unique
Custom cabinets features
Mancaves
Exciting Renovation projects
Extraordinary
Quality and
Features
Excellence
in
Design
and

Construction

"Outstanding
Service
and
Craftsmanship”

Slate roofing
Real stone exteriors
Custom copper work

Magnificent custom homes

MALTESE
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P.l. MALTESE CONSTRUCTION
) 412 N. Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170
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Four generations of Family Tradition - since 1946 734-737-0:J>\cj
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OUR VIEW

OPINION

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance
the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contribute

to the business success of our customers.

Autism Awareness Month puts spotlight on issues

April is Autism Awareness Month, including
World Autism Awareness Day. With the Garden City
school district including both Burger Baylor School
for preschool through high school students with au-
tism, as well as the Burger Transition Center to help
young adults, it’s clear autism awareness is growing.

Both those facilities serve Wayne County and are
part of greater awareness of autism and its impact on
families. Burger Baylor recently hosted the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee men’s basketball team
in a game against students, while the Burger Transi-
tion Center hosted national expert Hal Wright on pre-
paring special-needs people for life when their par-
ents have died, including financially.

Autism Speaks was founded in February 2005 by
Bob and Suzanne Wright, grandparents of a child
with autism. Their longtime friend Bernie Marcus
donated $25 million to help financially launch the or-
ganization.

Autism spectrum disorder and autism are both
general terms for a group of complex disorders of
brain development. These disorders are character-
ized, invarying degrees, by difficulties in social inter-
action, verbal and non-verbal communication and re-
petitive behaviors. With the May 2013 publication of
the DSM-5 diagnostic manual, all autism disorders
were merged into one umbrella diagnosis of ASD.
Previously, they were recognized as distinct sub-
types, including autistic disorder, childhood disinte-
grative disorder, pervasive developmental disorder-
not otherwise specified and Asperger syndrome.

ASD can be associated with intellectual disability,

difficulties in motor coordination and attention and
physical health issues such as sleep and gastrointesti-
nal disturbances. Some persons with ASD excel in vi-
sual skills, music, math and art.

Autism appears to have its roots in very early
brain development. However, the most obvious signs
of autism and symptoms of autism tend to emerge
ages 2-3. Autism Speaks continues to fund research
on effective methods for earlier diagnosis, as early
intervention with proven behavioral therapies can
improve outcomes. Increasing autism awareness is a
key aspect of this work and one in which families and
volunteers play an invaluable role.

Autism statistics from the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention identify around one in 68
American children as on the autism spectrum - aten-
fold increase in prevalence in 40 years. Careful re-
search shows that this increase is only partly ex-
plained by improved diagnosis and awareness. Stud-
ies also show that autism is four to five times more
common among boys than girls. An estimated one out
of 42 boys and one in 189 girls are diagnosed with au-
tism in the United States.

ASD affects more than three million individuals in
the U.S. and tens of millions worldwide. Moreover,
government autism statistics suggest that preva-
lence rates have increased 10-17 percent annually in
recent years. There is no established explanation for
this continuing increase, although improved diagno-
sis and environmental influences are two reasons of-
ten considered.

Over the last five years, scientists have identified

anumber of rare gene changes, or mutations, associ-
ated with autism. A small number of these are suffi-
cient to cause autism by themselves. Most cases of
autism, however, appear to be caused by a combina-
tion of autism risk genes and environmental factors
influencing early brain development.

In the presence of a genetic predisposition to au-
tism, a number of non-genetic, or “environmental,”
stresses appear to further increase a childs risk. The
clearest evidence of these autism risk factors in-
volves events before and during birth. They include
advanced parental age at time of conception (both
mom and dad), maternal illness during pregnancy
and certain difficulties during birth, particularly
those involving periods of oxygen deprivation to the
baby’sbrain. Itisimportant to keep in mind that these
factors, by themselves, do not cause autism. Rather,
in combination with genetic risk factors, they appear
to modestly increase risk.

Agrowing body of research suggests thata woman
can reduce her risk of having a child with autism by
taking prenatal vitamins containing folic acid and/or
eating a diet rich in folic acid (at least 600 micro-
grams a day) during the months before and after con-
ception.

Increasingly, researchers are lookingat the role of
the immune system in autism. Autism Speaks is
working to increase awareness and investigation of
these and other issues, where further research has
the potential to improve the lives of those who strug-
gle with autism. More information is online at
www.autismspeaks.org and www.autism-society.org.

LETTERS
More on candidates

Plymouth Concerned
Citizens hosted two can-
didates for the upcoming
election of the Plymouth
Township Board of Trust-
ees: Don Schnettler is
running for township
trustee and Jerry Vorva
is a candidate for town-
ship clerk.

Schnettler, a building
inspector for Washtenaw
County, is a long-time
resident of the township
and has been attending
board meetings regularly
for the past 13 years. He
is concerned about the
lack of transparency and
accountability with the
current board. Public
safety should be the No. 1
priority of the board and
he believes that is not the
case today.

Millions have been

spent at the park and
taxpayers have subsi-
dized the golf course
with $500,000 over the
last five years, while our
police officers have
worked without a con-
tract since December
2014. We don't have ade-
quate fire equipment or a
fully staffed fire depart-
ment, which has been
decimated to almost half
of what it used to be.
Schnettler feels this is
totally unacceptable. He
also believes that finan-
cial records should be
available to the public at
all times. The public
doesnt even know if the
township has enough
money to cover its in-
creasing legacy and dept
obligations.

Vorva also spoke at
the meeting. He was a
police officer in the city

of Plymouth, a city com-
missioner and state rep-
resentative for the 20th
District before becoming
a township resident. He
has a law degree and a
real estate business. He
is concerned about prop-
erty values in the town-
ship and how the actions
of this board have nega-
tively affected the rep-
utation of Plymouth
Township. Vorva feels
that township residents
need a clerk who will
restore integrity and
accountability to the job.
We need someone who
will work with the people
and not against them. He
would also like to repair
the fractured relation-
ship between the town-
ship and the city.

Both gentlemen will
be on the Republican
ticket in the Aug. 2 pri-

Frank Sinatra & Dean Martin

Pinner

Show From L

a s

Vegas

“With Frank Sinatra and Dean M artin...

chemistry is the key work to the success of this

clever and talented duo”

“...Sacco, Morello will keep you laughing all

night long!”

Saturday, April o
Knights of Columbus

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
19801 Farmington Rd., Livonia, Michigan

(Between 7 &8 Miles)

box o ffice.:

(248) 473

7777

Tickets: $35 (tickets include dinner & Show)

Dinner at 5pm, Show will Follow

The Billy Joel &Elton Dinner-Dance Show Sunday May 22, at 5 PM
http:/MMWW.ROSECATERING.COM

(J3EST SPRING BUYS! 1

GREENVIEW 4 BAG 5M PROGRAM

Reg. $96.96

$79.99

Plus FREE $20
Plymouth Nursery Gift
Card for your next visit.

ESPOMA LAWN FERTILIZER
4ornmorebegs 20% OFF

25% O FF

DELIVERY CHARGE
o nmoe

AIth pLrchese oF 5
b rchese I Syt o

sh bark, cechr, topsoil and ore.

$4.99
reg. $6.99

P
N

=

POTTERY
EMPORIUM

30%

O FF
Owr
30 colors,

styles1

PANSIES

Jumbo 6 pack

LYMOUTH
SERY

OMS A OAROEN 8HOWPLACE

9900 Ann Arbor Rd W

7 Mles Vest of 1275« 1 1/2 Mles South of M4

Goner of Gotfrecson Rd

mary.
The next meeting of
the PCC will be at 7 p.m.
April 27 at the library,
with additional candi-
dates featured. Everyone
is welcome.
Jedde Rears
Plymouth Township

Man up. Governor

| believe the Repub-
lican legislature and Gov.
Rick Snyder are to blame
for the Flint water crisis.
We voted down the Emer-
gency Manager Law and
within a month a few
sentences were changed
and money was added to
the bill and it became law
against the will of the
people. Was it legal? Yes.
Was it moral? No. Has it
improved lives? No.

\ 0

They shouldn’t blame
the EPA because our
“Create-a- Bigger- Emer-
gency- Manager” didn
make sure all the guide-
lines and procedures
were in place before the
switch was made. If the
EPA had asserted itself,
our leaders would have
claimed government
overreach including the
fact that the Republicans

have three candidates
running for President
who want to get rid of the
EPA.

Part of the Republican
mantra is individual
responsibility. It’s time
for the governor to “man-
up and resign.

TaryCGarrm
Livonia

Observer

Joanne Maliszewski,
Community editor
Larry Ruehlen,
Managing editor

ST. MARY MERCY

PART Of THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Jani Hayden,
Advertising director

MEDICAL GROUP
Saint Joseph Mercy Health System

Obstetrics « Gynecology & Urogynecology

7

W om en

S

H ealth

Presentations

Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecologist, provides insight and education
about a variety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your
sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures
available that may eliminate or reduce your symptoms or pain,
and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

April 20 « May 18 «June 15
. Mary Mercy Livonia

Classrooms land 2

36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

5:45 p.m. - Check-in < 6 p.m. - Presentation

REGISTER NOW!
The presentations are free, but registration is required.
Please call 734-655-1980. Light refreshments will be served.

DiscoverRemarkable

stmarymercy.org/westside


http://www.autismspeaks.org
http://www.autism-society.org
http://WWW.ROSECATERING.COM
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The Los Gatos Latin band will play April 26 at the Plymouth

Elks.

Hks continues
blues and jazz
MUSIC Series

Blues @The Elks
happens 7-10 p.m. the
second TXiesday of each
month at the Plymouth
Ann Arbor Elks Lodge
325. There is a $5 dona-
tion at the door and
bring your dancing
shoes. Blues @The Elks
is a partnership with the
Detroit Blues Society
(www.detroitbluessocie-
ty.org).

The blues program
just keeps getting bet-
ter and better! Tuesday,
April 12, The Million-
aires make their Elks
debut. This multi-facet-
ed 10-piece group is a
Detroit-based band
specializing in swing,
jump blues, rhythm &
blues and Latin jazz.
They are dedicated to
playing live music, mu-
sic that swings, jumps,
music that gets fingers
snapping and toes tap-
ping. In the band are
Mark Berger, baritone
sax; Bob Connor, string
bass; Davey Lazar,
trombone; Mark LoDu-
ca, piano and organ;
Dave Marcaccio,
drums; John Slitti, con-
gas and bongos; Steve

Wood, tenor sax and
clarinet; Andy Wick-
strom, trumpet; and
Camille Price and Dan
Devins on vocals. Go to
www.millionairesplay-
.com.

Jazz @The Elks hap-
pens 7-10 p.m. the last
Tuesday of each month.
There is a $10 donation
at the door, which in-
cludes hors d’oeuvres.
Enjoy jazz in a listening
room setting close to
the entertainers.

Hiesday, April 26,
also making its Elks
debut will be the mar-
velous group from Ann
Arbor, Los Gatos Latin.
Pete Siers, founder and
percussionist, says that
the band has a small
group sound with a lot
more jazz influence, low
volume, high intensity,
playing ageless material
like Tjader and others.
Joining Siers will be
conguero and lead sing-
er, ALDiBlassio; Brian
DiBlassio on keys; Cary
Kocher on vibes; Kurt
Krahnke on bass; and
Siers on timbales. Go to
www.losgatos
music.com.
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Costco looks to expand warehouse on Haggerty

David Veselenak
Staff Writer

More development is
coming along Haggerty
Road in Livonia later this
year, though this newest
project is an expansion of
an already-popular busi-
ness.

City council heard
discussion during its
study meeting Monday
night surrounding a po-
tential expansion of Cost-
co, 20000 Haggerty. The
company seeks to in-
crease its warehouse
space to offer more items
to members, said Ted
Johnson, Costco’s devel-
opment director for Mid-
west projects.

He said the company is
looking to upgrade its
older stores to match
those stores that are be-
ing built now, in order to
keep the inventory levels
similar and give them a
uniform look.

“This would be very
similar in size to the one
we opened in Pittsfield
Township, perhaps two
years ago,” he said. “We
want to be able to bring
the merchandise that
we’re providing for a
member in Pittsfield; we
want that same merchan-
dise available to our
members here in Livo-
nia.”

Two additions would
be made if approved,
including along the back
of the building facing
1-275and another area
near the receiving area.

“Combined, this will
increase the size of the
warehouse from about
131,000 square feetto
roughly 157,000 square
feet,” said Mark Taormi-
na, the city’s planning
director.

The project was unani-
mously recommended for
approval by the planning
commission last month.

The item was placed
on the city council’s con-
sent agenda for its April

CITY OF LIVONIA

Several additions are proposed to the Costco at 20000 Haggerty in Livonia.

18 regular meeting,
meaning it is all but ap-
proved.

“Anytime we getre-
models in Livonia, we
appreciate the invest-
ment in our community,”
Councilman Brian Mea-
kin said. “This is pretty
exciting stuff to make
this change to your struc-
ture.”

Parking issues

There are some issues
with parking at the lot,
something that would
need to be addressed by
the company going to the
Zoning Board of Appeals.
The shopping center
Costcois in is deficient
about 170 parking spaces,
though once the addition
is complete, less parking
will be available. That
deficiency for the entire
shopping center would
increase to about 214
spaces where about 50
would need ZBA approv-
al.

Johnson said the com-
pany is OK with the park-
ing spaces it has current-
ly and doesnt foresee a
major congestion issue
moving forward with an
addition to the building.

He said a parking
inventory was recently
done on several busy
days at the store and
there were still empty
spaces near the store.

“We are comfortable
with a certain number
when we build a Costco
warehouse. The number
we aim for is 700 spaces,
he said. “(The parking

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

LIVO N IA

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

International
Baccalaureate
Diploma Program

Accepting applications from
Wayne County residents April 1

- April 29.

Now

Enrolling:
LPS Magnet

9th grade.

Programs

To register, visit Franklin High

School, 31000 Joy Rd., Livonia,
during business hours. All

candidates must meet IBDP

selection criteria.

Visit livoniapublicschools.org
click on Programs for more

information. Email IB coordinator

Prestigious 2-year college prep

program for junior and senior
years of high school. IB students
are encouraged to attend
Franklin High School starting in

ioM2v3B

47135.

Ms. Sunshine Weber at
sweber4@livoniapublicschools.
org or call (734) 744-2655 ext.

inventory) showed there
were quite a few spaces
not utilized.”

Councilwoman Mau-
reen Miller Brosnan said
she was slightly con-
cerned with the defi-
ciency of parking spots
being taken away with
the development. She
said while other areas in
the center, including as
far away as the new Twin
Peaks restaurant and
Panera, which are in-
cluded with the parking
counts, are factored in,
she said they seem too far
for a parking location for
most shoppers.

“My concernisthat..
this is sometimes a very
crowded parking lot,” she
said.

Taormina said the
parking is fairly evenly

distributed and that park-
ing in the lot nearby Cost-
co itself was also looked
at. Adeficiency of the
number of spaces there
appeared to not be a ma-
jor issue, he said.

Meakin said there
have been times he’
shopped at the store and
has found himself walk-
ing a distance from the
parking lot to the store,
especially during the
busy seasons. But he said
it wasnt an issue if the
company was OK with
the parking situation.

“As long as you're
comfortable with that, |
don have a major prob-
lem with it,” he said.

dveselenak@hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak

FREE CLASS
| SENIORS

at Glen Eden Memorial Park
35667 West Eight Mile Road, Livonia

ALLABOUT APPS
SMART-PHONE, PHONE

AND iPAD

* Friendly instruction.
* Individual attention, bring your questions.
* Bring your devices, but you don’t need one.

THURS. APRIL 14™ 6:30 P.M.
RSVP - Sharon Molinaro at (248)477-4460.

Elementary Gifted & Talented

Livonia Public Schools Alternative Classrooms for Academically
accept Out-of-District (four-county area)
elementary students between April 22 - May 6.

Talented (ACAT) will

This specialized elementary program offers a rigorous, enriched

curriculum in a nurturing setting at Webster Elementary School.

For more information and application, visit livoniapublicschools.org
click on Programs; call Webster at (734) 744-2795 or email ACAT
coordinator David Zyczynski at dzyczyns@livoniapublicschools.org.

Niji-lro
Elementary

Jjptinws* Immersion School

Niji-lro Japanese

Immersion

Elementary

Now accepting applications
from students from Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw
and Monroe counties for 2016-

2017! Applications accepted

April 20-May 19,2016

This unique K-5 program

Japanese.

provides students the
opportunity to be immersed in a
second language, while learning
from fellow students; half-day

English instruction, half-day

Students entering grades 2-5

must meet Japanese proficiency

standards.

Contact Niji-lro at (734) 744-
2785 for more information, or
visit livoniapublicschools.org

click on Programs.


http://www.detroitbluessocie-ty.org
http://www.detroitbluessocie-ty.org
http://www.losgatos
mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com
mailto:dzyczyns@livoniapublicschools.org
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Canton Concert Band

seeks members,

elects new officers

The Canton Concert
Band has announced
new officers and is
seeking new members
to join its musical ranks.

The new executive
committee governing
the 10-year community
organization includes
Elizabeth Dornik, presi-
dent; Patty Pulta, vice
president; Jean Perczak,
treasurer; Pauline Thor-
son, secretary; Debbie
King, librarian; and Skip
Bernard, member at
large.

As a newly regis-
tered nonprofit organi-
zation, the group’ re-
sponsibilities have
grown to include fund-
raising management
and marketing.

As always, the band
is planning concerts for
the future. This year’s
season includes many

local community con-
certs, as well as the
annual spring and
Christmas concerts at
the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill in Canton.

Under the direction
of Jim Blough, conduc-
tor, the band is prepar-
ing for its spring con-
certat 7p.m. May 14. It
is titled “The Spirit of
America” and includes
patriotic favorites and,
organizers say, a sur-
prise or two.

The Canton Concert
Band is always looking
for new members. Mu-
sicians interested in
joining the band should
send an email to conduc-
tor@cantonband.com or
call 734-249-8234. The
band needs musicians
who play oboe, bassoon,
tuba, baritone, trom-
bone and percussion.

Hindu Temple hosting
citizenship workshop

A free workshop
intended to help people
with the process of be-
coming a U.S. citizen is
coming to Canton.

The workshop is
scheduled for 10a.m. to
2 p.m. Saturday, April
16, at the Hindu Temple
of Canton, 44955 Cherry
Hill Road.

It is being sponsored
by the Hindu Temple
and South Asian Amer-
ican Voices for Impact.

No legal fees are
being charged for any

FILE PHOTO
The Hindu Temple of
Canton is hosting a
citizenship workshop.

application.

To register, send an
email to acharyacp@ya-
hoo.com.
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World War Il veteran reflects
on freedom and service

Aileen\Wirgdad

Staff Writer

Gunther “Guy” Stem
was just 15 years old
when he was sent from
his home in Germany to
live with his aunt and
uncle in St. Louis, Mo.

At the time, he consid-
ered it “a great adven-
ture,” as well as a way to

distance himself from the

Jewish persecution that
had begun a few years
earlier under Adolf Hit-
ler’srule - and was pro-
gressing. His family, he
said, “saw danger loom-
ing and made every ef-
fort to get their oldest
son, me, out of the coun-
try.”

“I thought, ‘My God,
how fortunate to get out
of that hell hole’... gradu-
ally, (non-Jewish) class-
mates were turning
against (me),” he said.

And he figured his
mother and father and
younger sister and broth-
er would soon be joining
him, that theyd all be
together.

He was wrong.

Never again would
Stem see his immediate
family - or the other
relatives he left behind in
Germany in 1937.

“l didnt think there
would be a long separa-
tion. Or an eternal one,”
he said.

Of course, several
years would pass before
he learned they lost their
lives in the Holocaust -
years Stern spent grow-
ing up, enrolling in col-
lege and, after being
drafted, serving his new
homeland as a U.S. Army
interrogator during

T I M E

World War Il. He became
part of The Ritchie Boys,
a special intelligence
group nicknamed after
Camp Ritchie in Mary-
land, where the unit
trained. It was composed
primarily of German-
speaking immigrants like
Stem, who had fled Nazi
Germany.

Now 94, Stern’s ability
to recall and share memo-
ries is more like that of a
man decades younger.
Without hesitation - and
with an unmistakeable
German accent - he
speaks of his war-time
interrogations on the
front lines, including the
creation of “Kommissar
Krukow,” a much-feared
Russian persona he con-
cocted as a way to scare
captured Germans into
speaking or risk being
sent to the dreaded Rus-
sian POW camps. His
uniform was made from
those of liberated Rus-
sian soldiers, his interro-

'"WHAT HISTORY
FORGOT'

Guy Stern will be on this
Saturday's episode of "What
History Forgot,” which airs at
10 p.m. on the American
Heroes Channel.

gation tent decorated
\Ilyith photos of Josef Sta-
in.

“Most were stupid
enough to buy the story,”
he said, chuckling. “It all
worked - 80 percent of
the prisoners caved in.”

He also talks of his
own foolishness and inex-
perience during the Nor-
mandy invasion - his first
assignment - which inad-
vertently resulted ina
captured soldier telling
him what he needed to
know.

“After 10 minutes on
shore, we started interro-
gating ... and this (prison-
er) was one tough artil-
lery sergeant. He

O N LY

SPECIAL SPRING BLACK FRIDAY SALE
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www.showroomofelegance.com
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Guy Stern
in his office
at the
Holocaust
Memorial
Center in
Farmington
Hills.

clammed up on me,”
Stem said. Within min-
utes of the interrogation’s
start, a German artillery
shell exploded “pretty
close” and everyone “hit
the ground in the mud.”
Yet unlike the more sea-
soned soldiers, Stern
immediately stood up, not
realizing that an artillery
shell was typically fol-
lowed by a second. The
captured soldier mistook
that for courage, he said.

“He thought I was this
bold, brave soldier - and
that he better not fool
with me,” Stern said,
grinning at the recol-
lection.

'We did our best’

After the war, Stern
went on to finish college,
eventually earning a
Ph.D. and enjoyed a fruit-
ful career as a university
professor. Afew years
ago, he was named direc-
tor of the Harry and Wan-
da Zekelman Interna-
tional Institute of the
Righteous at the Holo-
caust Memorial Center in
Farmington Hills. And
last fall, he took some
time from to travel to
New York City to film an
episode of “What History
Forgot,” which airs at 10
p.m. Saturday on the
American Heroes Chan-
nel. His segment high-
lights his participation in
The Ritchie Boys.

While there’s no doubt
he’s proud of his military
service and his success as
an interrogator, Stern is
quick to note that he be-
lieves those truly worthy
of praise and recognition
are the soldiers who gave
their lives on D-Day.

“We as The Ritchie
Boys are touted as he-
roes. | think the men who
are much more deserving
are the troops who
climbed those cliffs at
Omaha Beach - they
suffered horrible losses,”
he said. “We, The Richie
Boys, we did our best.”

Stern took his third
wife, writer Susanna
Piontek, at age 85, and the
couple makes their home
in West Bloomfield. His
first marriage was brief,
“like a lot of those that
happened soon after
war,” he said. His son -
the only child he’d ever
have - has since died. So
has Stern’s second wife
Judy, who taught high
school for 40 years be-
fore dying from breast
cancer.

Yet despite the sor-
rows and other chal-
lenges he has faced, Stern
manages to keep a posi-
tive attitude - and out-
look. In explanation, he
quotes a line from Frie-
drich Schiller’s “William
Tell”: “Look into the fu-
ture, Werner, not the
past.”

To be downhearted
serves no purpose, he
adds. “What the hell use
isthat?... at this stage in
my life, I’ve learned to
cope,” he said. “There are
trouble spots - about my
family (for example), it
still lingers.”

And his work at the
Holocaust Memorial
Center plays an integral
role in his disposition and
how he lives his life, he
added

“This institution has
been not just a job, but a
symbol to me,” Stern
said. “In that symbol, as
indicated and illustrated,
is the fate of my family.
And here, I am close to
them.”

awingblad@hometownlife.com
248-390-3976
Twitter:@awingblad


mailto:conduc-tor@cantonband.com
mailto:conduc-tor@cantonband.com
mailto:acharyacp@ya-hoo.com
mailto:acharyacp@ya-hoo.com
mailto:awingblad@hometownlife.com
http://www.showroomofelegance.com
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Beebe honored for service to Plymouth YMCA

A desire to connect
more strongly with his
two children is what
initially led Jeremiah
Beebe to the YMCA, but
it was his commitment to
the development of youth
and to the community
that led him to pursue
other ways to serve the
organization.

“Joining the YMCA
Adventure Guides was
the first step in my con-
nection to the ,” said
Beebe, who has partici-
pated with his daughter
Grace, 11, and son Aiden,
9, since 2012. “I saw first-
hand the positive impact
this particular program
had and it expanded my
interest in the Y.”

Beebe became a
YMCA board member in
2014 with a desire to
expand the Y’s scope in
Plymouth and in his local
community of Belleville
by making a positive
impact on future Y pro-
gramming and fundrais-
ing. The Plymouth
YMCA branch includes
Belleville in its service
area.

Beebe was recognized
for his efforts as he was
awarded March 8 the
YMCA Social Responsi-
bility Advocacy Award
during the YMCA Living
Our Cause Celebration at
the Detroit Institution of
Arts. He was among the
13 honorees recognized
that night, coming from
YMCA branches
throughout metro De-
troit.

Jeremiah Beebe was awarded the YMCA Social Responsibility Advocacy Award.

“One of the main goals
of the YMCA is to offer
programs and services
focused on youth devel-
opment, healthy living
and social responsibility,
that are designed to meet
the unique needs of the
communities they serve,
said Sage Hegdal, exec-
utive director of the
Plymouth YMCA. “Jere-
miah has always done a

7

tremendous job at con-
tributing to this focus.

He has been an asset in
many areas, but in partic-
ular he has a keen sense
for helping to connect the
YMCAto local organiza-
tions that have led to
meaningful partnerships
for the Plymouth Family
YMCA. Our partnership
with Vista Maria is an
example of this. YMCA

teens have been able to
volunteer at Vista Maria
through our YVC pro-
gram, and we are in the
process of starting a
Girls on the Run team
there for the girls who
live there. Jeremiah was
critical in bringing us
together, which has in-
creased the capacity of
both organizations to
serve our community

better.”

As a board member,
Beebe has taken the core
values and goals of the Y
to heart. “The Y is acces-
sible to all people and
financial assistance is
offered to families who
cannot afford member-
ship,” Hegdal said. “Jere-
miah understands how
important this is and has
taken an active role in
assisting with fundrais-
ing for the Plymouth
YMCA, looking for op-
portunities to make con-
nections in the communi-
ty and with businesses to
develop sources for fund-
raising.”

Beebe will happily
admit that he enjoys
everything he does with
the Y, but has a soft spot
for Adventure Guides.
This parent-child pro-
gram is designed and to
strengthen the relation-
ship between children
and parents. Parents and
kids explore fun activ-
ities, participate in learn-
ing experiences and de-
velop mutual understand-
ing through the process.
Small groups of parent-
child pairs called Circles
meet on a regular basis
in homes or other com-
munity locations, usually
monthly. Circles some-
times come together for
larger activities or “Ex-
peditions” such as cam-
pouts, parties or charita-
ble work.

“The core of the
YMCA Adventure Guides
program are the Circle

and Expedition meetings
and activities,” Hegdal
said, “but the true value
is the solid foundation for
friendship and a lasting
connection that is formed
between parent and child
that lasts a lifetime.”

“Some Adventure
Guide groups are de-
signed specifically for
fathers and daughters,
some for fathers with
both sons and daughters,
as well as some groups
which include moms,”
Beebe said. “This flex-
ibility allows for groups
to be formed in the ways
that best serve the com-
munity. Our group, called
the Flying Squirrels,
allows me to spend time
with both my daughter
and son in ways that have
created incredible mem-
ories and strengthened
our connection to each
other.”

Beebe believes the
program has allowed him
to spend time with his
children that is specifi-
cally focused on them
with no distractions.
Every activity, whether it
is a baseball game, an
overnight adventure,
camping, hiking, bowling
or other events, has been
an opportunity for me to
further my relationship
with my kids,” Beebe
said. “The immediate
gain is evident—spend-
ing time together —but
the long-tern gains are
even more significant. |
see the huge value in
that.”

Westland mayor selected for training at Harvard Business School

Westland Mayor Wil-
liam Wild has been cho-
sen as one of the South-
east Michigan Council of
Governments Taubman
Fellows for 2016.

SEMCOG’ Taubman
Fellowship for Executive
Excellence provides local
public officials who have
record of demonstrated
leadership an opportuni-
ty to broaden their

awareness
of effec-
tive ap-
proaches
to public-
sector
problems.
The fellow-
ship takes
place at
the Harvard University
Business School.
“This program is a

once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity for local govern-
ment leaders to broaden
their perspectives by
interacting with col-
leagues from around the
world,” said Robert Taub-
man, chairman, CEO and
president of Taubman
Centers Inc. “The experi-
ence truly enhances the
way public officials
serve the residents of

T he

southeast Michigan.”
Wild is currently serv-
ing his third term as
full-time mayor of West-
land, Michigan’s 10th
largest city. He oversees
the city’s $60 million
operating budget and its
approximately 300 em-
ployees. The city has had
seven consecutive bal-
anced budgets with a
10-percent surplus.

Wild said he will con-
tinue to focus on
strengthening Westland’s
core priorities: public
safety, clean neighbor-
hoods, finding efficien-
cies in government, exer-
cising sound fiscal man-
agement, protecting the
environment and cre-
ating a healthier and
more vibrant community.

“My hope is to further

develop my leadership
and problem-solving
skills,” Wild said about
the fellowship. “It is my
hope that this experience
will also help me gain
important insights from
policy experts and schol-
ars on a multitude of
challenges and key is-
sues that will help me
better serve the resi-
dents of Westland.”
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ONE MORE JOB TO DO

U18 team ready to close out two-year mission at Worlds

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Ever since they joined USA
Hockey’s National Team Devel-
opment Program in 2014, Kieff-
er Bellows, Grant McPhee and
Co. have kept their eye on the
prize.

Namely, it’s the chance to

ABOUT
THIS SERIES

In recent years,
officials in all sports
have come under fire,
whether from over-
heated parents, in-
creased social media or
disrespectful players
and coaches. Many
leagues and governing
bodies are having a
difficult time finding
enough adults to act as
officials for youth
sports events.

Observer & Eccentric
reporters conducted a
variety of interviews in
the last several weeks,
with referees, officials,
executives and others
who are involved in
the recruitment and
training of sports
officials. We found
that, while many still
enjoy the unique thrill
of being part of the
game, others are being
driven from the play-
ing field, some haunt-
ed by the killing two
years ago of local
soccer referee John
Bieniewicz.

Today isthe second
of a two-part package
of stories, "Blowing
the Whistle." The first
set of stories is avail-
able online at home-
townlife.com.

INSIDE

» Former prep player
moves straight into
officiating, B2

» 'You don't have a
horse in the race,’
referee says, B3

USA TODAY NETWORK
ILLUSTRATION

MHSAA looks to

Bill Emerick
Staff Writer

Think your job is challenging? Try
this one on for size.

Youre a top-level executive of a
statewide company, given the task of
recruiting some 1,500 essential employ-
ees —each and every year. Most, if not
all, of these employees are starting
from scratch, meaning they’ll need
extensive training and support right
from the start. A successful campaign
will mean approximately one-third will
still be on the job a year later.

And then you start over again.

If that sounds to you like a thankless
task, you're not alone. But that’ the
conundrum facing Mark Uyl in his role
overseeing all things having to do with
game officials in state high school ath-

Download jDur NEW app todf|

M ore N ew s,

help Team USA win a gold med-
al at the 2016 International Ice
Hockey Federation Under-18
Men’s World Championship.
For them and their team-
mates, the U18 Worlds is the
reason they have sacrificed on
and off the ice over a two-year
stint that included playing
against bigger, stronger, older

M ore

N.D.

See WORLDS, Page B5

opponents from Division |
colleges and the USHL.

And they cant wait for the
puck to drop in Grand Forks,

“It’s what you work for your
whole entire two years here,”
said Bellows, a forward from

TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
734-469-4128

RENA LAVERTY JUSA HOCKEY

Grant McPhee (left) of the NTDP U18 team celebrates after scoring March 31

against Muskegon. He and his teammates are preparing for World Juniors

in North Dakota.

BLOWING THE WHISTLE

“We see the
average age (of
officials) creep
up. Theresa
great need to
recruitand
retain
aggressively.”

MARK UYL, an assistant
director with MHSAA

letics.

Uyl is an assistant director with the
Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion, the private governing body based
in East Lansing that sets the rules for
competition and eligibility for prep

P hotos,

...and It's FREE *
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Teen ump -
coaches -

RIKE?"

fed up with harassment from parents,
throws herself out of game for good

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Katelyn Sherwood loves baseball, just not being an umpire
in today’ “anything goes” world.

According to the 15-year-old Canton resident, who endured
an unhappy stint as an ump in the Greater Canton Youth Base-
ball Softball Association, she had no problem calling players

out at home.

She just didnt think
she’d have to deal with
so many people who
were out—ofline.
What made it worse
was most of her vocal
critics were adult
coaches and parents
who were making it
impossible for her to
call boys baseball
games in the age 9-11
division.

“l would get a lot of
jeering from the par-
ents and the coaches
because they did not
agree with some of my
calls,” said the Belle-
ville High School soph-

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Katelyn Sherwood decided a few months
of being verbally abused for how she
called Little League baseball was enough
to drive her away from the game.

omore, formerly a catcher on the Canton Cardinals travel
boys baseball team. “This is supposed to be a fun game, this is
supposed to be relaxing, it’s fall ball, it’s a way to get some
extra practice for 9- and 10-year-olds.

recruit 1,500 new officials

sports in this state. Uyl, a 41-year-old
resident of DeWitt, has been with the
MHSAA for 12 years, during which
time he has seen the landscape for
recruiting —and, more importantly,
retaining — game officials for the vari-
ous sports the MHSAA sponsors shift
in various directions.

'Recruit and retain’

It’s Uyl job to keep the thousands
of registered game officials who work
MHSAA contests happy and content, so
much so that they’re willing to come
back for more.

“That’s always been a focus for us,
for sure,” Uyl said of recruiting new
officials. “We see the average age (of
officials) creep up. There’ a great
need to recruit and retain aggressive-

Iy."

hometownlife

See FED UP, Page B2

every year

The MHSAA sponsors state champi-
onship tournaments in 18 different
sports, some specific to boys (football)
or girls (volleyball) and some open to
both (basketball, swimming). Some
sports require a large crew of officials
(football, five or six) and some need
just one (cross country).

It in this widely varying field that
Uyl must navigate to keep the games
running smoothly and fairly.

The MHSAA currently has about
10,500 registered officials. Those offi-
cials are certified to do 1.7 sports each
and the average age is 5272

The high-water mark for registered
officials was 12,000 in 2007-09, which
dovetails with the years of the great
recession in the state. That’s not a coin-

See MHSAA, Page B2
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Ex-prep player moves straight to

Marty Budner
Staff Writer

Donta Favors knew he was
going to be a referee back in
high school.

The 1994 Southfield-Lath-
rup graduate played prep
basketball for the Chargers
under head coach Bob Herm.
While he loved to play, he also
enjoyed refereeing the sport
during those formative years.

Favors went to Central
Michigan University, where
he took a sports officiating
class, got registered to be-
come a certified Michigan
High School Athletic Associa-
tion ref at the tender age of 18
and has gone on to enjoy al-
most every minute of his
eventful 22-year officiating
career.

“At Lathrup, there was an
intramural program for varsi-
ty basketball players to be-
come referees,” Favors said.
“l got into it and took it seri-
ously. I just enjoy it so much
because it keeps me around
the game | loved forever.

“Officiating seemed like an
interesting thing when | was
growing up,” he added. “I saw
that officials were giving back
to the game and | found that to

be an admirable thing to do, to
want to give back to the game.
It’s a good way for me to stay
involved.”

Giving back

The 40-year-old Favors still
loves putting on the striped
shirt and “giving back” to the
game he loves. Whether it’s on
the football field in fall or the
basketball court in the winter,
Favors has worked on fields
and in gymnasiums across the
state.

Favors has worked his way
to the pinnacle of the MHSAA
officiating ladder. He recently
worked one of the four boys
state championship games for
the second time in his career.
He’s previously worked two
girls basketball state finals
games and has done three
football state championship
games —one at the Pontiac
Silverdome and two at Ford
Field.

In addition, he’s worked
some Horizon League and
MIAA college basketball
games. Favors had the oppor-
tunity to work GLIAC college
football years ago, but his day
job demanded a lot of Sat-

See PLAYER, Page B3

“Officiating seemed
like an interesting
thingwhen | was
growing up. | saw
thatofficials were
giving back to the
game and | found that
to bean admirable
thingtodo...”

DONTA FAVORS
former Southfield-Lathrup athlete

Favors

hometownlife.com

official

MARTY BUDNER

Donta Favors has worked both high school and college football games over

the years.

Not all calls are seen the same way by players and officials, as this action from a game Mark Uyl worked during the College World Series demonstrates.

MHSAA

Continued from Page Bl

cidence, Uyl noted.

“Whenever economic times
become tougher, our numbers
go up,” he said.

By sheer number, football
has the most registered offi-
cials, approximately 4,000.
Basketball has about 3,800,
while wrestling and ice hockey
are at the other end, with some
450 each. It’s those types of
sports, ones that require either
athletic skill or technical ex-
pertise, that are the hardest to
staff.

“Those two sports are
unique,” Uyl said of ice hockey
and wrestling. “Our pool of
prospective officials almost
has to come from former ath-
letes in those two sports. We’re
always looking for officials in
those two sports.”

Unlike those specialized
sports, game officials in the
most popular sports often have
no playing experience at all.

“We get lots of people in the
major sports (baseball, basket-
ball, football) who want to
become officials who never
competed in them,” Uyl said.

FED UP

Continued from Page Bl

“So being insulted and criti-
cized for my strike zone game
after game, | thought it wasn’t
worth it.”

Not worth it

The ongoing abuse certain-
ly wasnt worth the $35 per
game, which she originally
thought was good stuff when
she was recruited by Joe Bot-
torff, a veteran MHSAA/
GCYBSA umpire and assignor
who also coaches varsity base-
ball at Plymouth Christian
Academy.

“She started younger than
normal because (Bottorff) was
short umpires,” said Rich
Sherwood, Katelyn’s dad who
also coached her with the Can-

1,500 peryear

The target goal for Uyl each
year is 1,500 new recruits. It’s
a good year if about one-third
of those stick around to work
another season. The biggest
rate of attrition is always early
in an official’s career.

“If we can get an official to
stay through the first three
years, we usually have them
for a long time,” Uyl said.
“The data tells us the first
three years are critical.”

The MHSAA will sanction
officials as young as 16 years
of age under its legacy pro-
gram, which focuses on at-
tracting athletes who played
sports in high school. The
greatest number of new offi-
cials are in their early to
mid-20s, an age before many
people have yet to become tied
down with career or family
responsibilities.

“Where they really de-
crease is from about (age) 30
to 45,” Uyl said of officials in
general, not just new recruits.
“That makes sense. That’s
when the demands of raising a
family are typically the great-
est. After that, their own kids
dont take up as much time,
usually, so we see a jump in
that (45 and older) demograph-
ic.”

ton Cardinals. “She started a
few months below the age
where they normally want you
to start.”

Katelyn said she had a good
rapport with umpires who

Abeginning official will
almost certainly need to be-
come a member of one of the
various associations found
throughout the state, from
which most schools receive
their assigned referees. A
beginner will start at the low-
est level, i.e. middle school,
which can provide a tough
start to a sometimes less-than-
thankful job.

“You have a combination of
the least experienced officials
working with the least experi-
enced coaches and playing in
front of some young and not
the most knowledgeable par-
ents,” Uyl said. “If somebody
has a bad experience, we
(may) never see them again.”

The MHSAA makes an ef-
fort to pair younger officials
with older, more experienced
ones in a mentor’s role. It can
help to ease the criticism that’s
part of the job.

“Even if they dont work
every game together, they can
be a sounding board for the
younger official,” Uyl said.

A unique perspective

Uyl has a unique perspec-
tive from which to handle his
position. A graduate of Caledo-
nia High School on the west
side of the state, he went on to
play baseball at Calvin College

BILL BRESLER |STAFF
PHOTOGRAPHER

Richard Sherwood
wonders whether
social media is at the
core of the way
umpires are treated.
"Maybe it's that
people, they've
gotten to the point
where they feel like
it's OK to criticize
everything. Maybe
that's the impact of
the social media,
everybody's got a
voice and a sounding
board."

called the games she caught
and heard comments such as
“Oh, it’s a pretty good experi-
ence.” And since | had a good
relationship with them, it
seemed like a fun opportunity.

(bachelor’s in 1996) before
doing graduate work at Grand
Valley State University (mas-
ter’s in 2001). In his spare time,
he has continued to work as a
baseball umpire, doing high
school and college games. His
experience includes Big Ten
games and even an assignment
at the College World Series.

He knows first-hand the
allure for many to remain —
or become —part of the ac-
tion.

“Officiating can be one of
the most satisfying things you
can be involved with,” he said.
“For me, | still have a game to
look forward to. Officiating
has been for me the allure of
the next game. It tests your
courage and your fitness and
your ability to control the situ-
ation.”

While the amount of pay is
no doubt attractive to some
($25 to as much as $70 per
contest, depending on the
sport and level), few officials
will admit they’re in it only for
the money.

“It’s a labor of love,” Uyl
said. “It’s a way to give back.
(The pay) might be a vacation
fund or some extra money.”

Even with all the support
and training the MHSAA pro-
vides, it still not enough to
keep some officials from leav-

So | was like, ‘Why not do it?’
Plus I got paid.”

But just a short while later,
she decided to give it up —she
doesn* even play the game
anymore —and focus on play-
ing high school basketball.

Apparently, she isnt alone
in making that same determi-
nation as the MHSAA and
youth leagues are constantly
on the lookout for new and
capable people to call games,
meets and matches under the
microscope of fans who are
quick to shoot a video in order
to document what they per-
ceive to be blown calls or dod-
gy decisions.

“In my work with assigning
for the Canton (youth) baseball
league,” Bottorff said, “I can
tell you that | had about five
youngsters give up on umping
this season due to coaches and
parents riding them.

ing the ranks for good. The
proliferation of club and travel
teams, as well as the explosion
of social media, have played a
role in some officials walking
away.

“You can’t seem to go a
week without seeing a story
about a referee being pushed
or verbally abused,” Uyl said.
“It doesn't take long for that
attitude (from non-prep
sports) to leak into the school
environment.”

And it’s often parents who
are the loudest voice of com-
plaint. Uyl said the MHSAA
receives “videos from phones
at all levels, where 10 years
ago we got maybe some VHS
tapes.”

“While social media isnt
necessarily turning people
away from officiating, itisnt
making the job any easier,” he
added.

The MHSAA offers online
registration and testing of
officials for all sports, al-
though a pen and paper option
is still available for those who
wish to go that route. Prospec-
tive officials must pass a test
pertaining to rules and reg-
ulations before becoming cer-
tified. More information can
be found at http://www.
mhsaa.com under the “Offi-
cials” tab.

“Most of these were (age)
911 rec games. Many times |
told them that | would have
ejected someone in that situa-
tion and that they do not have
to take abuse. But in the end,
$35 a game was not enough for
them to continue to be treated
that way and they found other
ways to make money.”

Out of control

Katelyn nodded that it
might not be so bad to work in
a fast food restaurant some-
where, especially compared to
what she had to deal with in
her few months as an ump
during fall 2014 and spring
2015.

“It would start with the
coaches and then escalate to
the parents,” she said. “And
then the kids, being 9 and 10

See FED UP, Page B3
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Veteran hockey official ready to call
penalty on fans’ unruly behavior

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

“You’re an idiot,” one spec-
tator screamed during a re-
cent Michigan High School
Athletic Association boys
hockey state tourney game.

The venom was directed at
one of the officials, who called
a penalty in the late stages of
a close contest. Others around
him didnt hold back, either,
although the referee wisely
acted as though he didnt hear
the harsh words.

Chances are, according to
Jim Gagleard, the angry fans
were heard loud and clear.

“If you have real thin skin,
it won't help your day, that’
for sure,” said Gagleard, a
hockey referee for 27 years
who now assigns officials to
staff MHSAA high school
games in metro Detroit. “You
just got to go out there with
the mindset that you’re in
charge of the rules and that
officials make calls on the
actions of the players.

“At the end of the day, you
dont have a horse in the race
and you’re just trying to make
sure that the contest is called
fairly.”

FED UP

Continued from Page B2

years old, they’re going to
follow what their parents and
their coaches are doing.

“So then they started being
disrespectful towards me. It
just wasnt a fun experience.

“Funny thing was, | ran into
a lot of the coaches multiple
times, but it didnt get better. |
dont think I could have gone a
few more months.”

Rich Sherwood said he felt
heartsick at what Katelyn put
up with and pinned the unrav-
eling of respect and human
decency to the way of the 21st
century world.

“Maybe it’s that people,
they’ve gotten to the point
where they feel like it’s OK to
criticize everything,” Sher-
wood said. “Maybe that’s the
impact of the social media;
everybody’s got a voice and a
sounding board.

“So their views come out all
the time. So now, when they’re
interacting with real humans,
instead of over social media,
the same thing happens.”

Price to pay

And fewer and fewer indi-
viduals are joining the officiat-
ing club for that very reason.

“l know the lady who runs
GCYBSA,” Sherwood said.
“She told us they’re having
such a hard time getting offi-
cials that they*ve had to raise
how much they pay the offi-
cials per game in order to at-
tract new ones and keep the
ones they have, because this is
such an ongoing thing.

“This has got to be costing
parents more money, because
that means their fees are going
up.”
pAlso on the rise are blood
pressures on diamonds and in
bleachers and dugouts all over
the place.

Consider a “game in the
life” of Katelyn, as recalled by
her dad.

“What happened was, a
pitch was thrown in the dirt
and it hit a batter after it hit
the dirt,” Sherwood said.
“Katelyn said, ‘Batter, take

PLAYER

Continued from Page B2

urday work, which curtailed
any future as a college football
referee.

Demanding side job
Favors will tell you that
officiating itself is a demand-

ing side job which can cause
havoc with family situations
for refs who elect to make it a
part-time profession by work-
ing four or five days a week.
That’s one reason why Favors
is still a bachelor.

“My career over the years
has affected my dating situa-
tions,” said Favors, a district
sales manager for Pay Sys-
tems in Farmington Hills.
“The time you need to build
(personal) relations, you’re out
there on the court. 1've made a
lot sacrifices over the years.

“You try to balance your
work life, your traditional job
and your family. There are a
lot of factors involved and you
have to put your priorities in

Gagleard said that the lack
of respect isn’t limited to
hockey. But just like in soccer
and other sports, it is becom-
ing increasingly tough to find
enough men and women to
officiate.

“It’s very difficult right
now,” he said. “I think it goes
back to when most officials
started working high school or
any hockey. At the end of the
day, it’s how thick their skin is
to be able to get through the
lower ranks and work their
way up and still make it enjoy-
able.

“There’s some guys who do
it because they need the mon-
ey and some guys because
they love hockey, but more
and more, it’s difficult. We
have challenges on trying to
fill high school hockey
games.”

Not worth it

According to Gagleard,
unless the culture changes,
don't hold your breath that
men and women will be get-
ting in line to don the stripes.
He caught an insider’s glimpse
as to why several years ago.

“When | was still doing
USA Hockey, | would train

h ave a
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Jim Gagleard is an approved assignor for the MHSAA. He is tasked with
finding referees for high school games. He also is a member of Livonia Ice

Hockey Officials.

and mentor quite a few young-
er kids (refs) when they were
first starting out,” Gagleard
said. “I’'m talking 15-, 16-, 17-
year-olds ... they just couldnt
handle the verbal abuse from
coaches, parents and players.

It takes a unique talent in
itself.

“So most of them do not
pursue it after a few years in
it. 1 would say probably if 10
young officials start, after
three years there’s only one or

MICHAEL VASILNEK

Baseball umpire and coach Joe Bottorff shows prospective umps correct technique for calling a runner out during a

2015 clinic.

your base.” The coach said it
was a dead ball because it hit
the ground. She said it’s a dead
ball when it hits the batter, but
it’s a live ball when it hits the
dirt.

“After the game, he started
arguing with her again, that
(she) she needed to look at the
rules and that she didnt know
them. | was there, | said,
‘Coach, that’s the right call.”

Sherwood said an adult ump
from another field was
brought in for his opinion and
confirmed that Katelyn was
correct. “But they were in-
sulting her throughout the
game because they thought she
didnt know the rules,” he said.
“It’s like, come on.”

Last straw

But that was the appetizer
for the main course, the single
event that convinced the teen-
ager to get out of the umpiring
biz.

“There was a runner on

place. I've seen it a lot of dif-
ferent ways, where people
screw up their priorities.

“I’'ve seen where people
divorced because they’re ref-
ereeing too much,” he added.
“You miss out on a lot of time
with your family. There are a
lot of refs who take off in the
middle of their careers be-
cause they realize they haven't
spent much time with their
families.”

Favors’ career is filled with
many highlights and a minimal
amount of low lights.

Favors is president of the
Metro Detroit Athletic Offi-
cials, a 500-plus member or-
ganization which helps train
referees. He also officiated in
the very first game at the
Suttons Bay gymnasium years
ago.

J He’s enjoyed officiating
some of the state’s most well-
known stars — Draymond
Green (Saginaw, MSU and now
with the Golden State War-
riors, Shane Battier (former
Detroit Country Day and Duke
standout who won an NBA
championship with the Miami

first, someone caught the ball
and they’re yelling timeout,’
so Kate raises her hands,”
Sherwood said. “The girl on
first base thought it was three
outs. So she walked off first
base. So immediately, the
coach is yelling Throw the ball
to first.’

“They throw the ball to first
and they think they got an out
... Kate says, ‘Safe, you called a
timeout, play is dead.” So (the
coach) comes out and was
getting in her face.”

Making matters worse were
the dirty looks the 9- and 10-
year-olds were giving her.

“] felt like saying to the
coach, ‘Instead of putting all
this effort into yelling at the
umpire, maybe you should
teach your kids how to play the
game,”” Sherwood said. “The
problem isn* that the umpire
recognized that you called a
timeout and that it’s a dead
ball. The problem is your kids
are throwing the ball all over

Heat) and Jason Richardson
(Saginaw Aurthur Hill grad
who starred at MSU and
played professionally).

Favors also had the oppor-
tunity to officiate the last bas-
ketball game played inside his
alma mater at Lathrup just
this past February. The Char-
gers played district rival
Southfield; the two schools will
consolidate starting next year.

“I’'ve got to say that was
pretty sentimental for me,”
Favors said. “It was great that
I was allowed the opportunity
to referee where | played. For
the school to be closing, it was
a great honor for me to be
there for the last time.”

No ejections

Among the few low lights,
Favor recalls an instance early
in his career when a spectator
threatened him and his crew
out in the parking lot following
a junior varsity football game.
He’ also quick to point out
that while he’s handed out his
share of technical fouls, he’s
never ejected a coach from a
game.

the field.”

After that verbal onslaught,
he added, Katelyn walked off
the field and “was just crying.
She was like, ‘I dont want to do
this anlymore, that was such a
horrible experience.”

Ugly experiences such as
that might give other young-
sters pause before considering
becoming an umpire or doing
the job for any length of time.

The code

Organizations like the
GCYBSA and Plymouth-Can-
ton Little League want what
happened to Katelyn as the
outlier and not the standard.

In the GCYBSA’s Code of
conduct, boorish behavior
from a parent could jeopardize
a player’ spot in the league.

“l pledge to be a positive
role model for my child by
showing respect, courtesy and
positive support for players,
coaches, umpires and oppo-
nents at all practices and

One other aspect of officiat-
ing which bothers Favors is
the lack of quality referees
who are available for both the
boys and girls games since a
lawsuit forced the MHSAA to
conduct the seasons at the
same time. Previously, the
girls played in fall and the
boys in winter.

“I think you had more qual-
ified officials who were able to
do the girls games before the
lawsuit,” he said. “The girls
had their own time. Now you
have to think about all the
games going on.

“Boys and girls are playing
in the same season. One league
plays boys on one day and in
another league the girls may
play on the same day. There
are just not enough officials to
go around and call the games.

“l mean, there are enough
people, but not the quality of
referees,” he added. “It’s not
that the quality of refereeing
has gone down, but it that the
ability to have quality officials
has changed. The availability
of the top-tier guys to work the
games is more difficult now.”

th e
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two continuing on.”

Adding to the “thanks, no
thanks” situation is social
media —not to mention cell-
phones that easily become
video cameras.

“The biggest problem, with
social media, everybody has a
phone,” Gagleard said. “I get
videos all the time from
coaches and parents where
you see that kind of thing hap-
pen.

“Officials just get tired of
not being able to go out and do
their job as far as making
on-ice, split-second decisions
without having everything
criticized.”

Another point to ponder is
that officials calling games at
the youth and high school
levels don’t get paid a lot ($25
to $75 per game) for the abuse
that gets directed their way.

“It’s amazing how it will
snowball throughout the
course of the game to where,
by the end of the thing, some-
times players take on the fea-
tures of the crowd and it just
gets out of control,” Gagleard
said. “Officials go off the ice
and think, Wow, it’s 70 dollars,
but I put up with two-and-a-
half hours of just total chaos.™

Who would want to sign up
for that?

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmith_Sports

games,” reads the code of con-
duct that parents must agree to
during the registration proc-
ess. “I will not engage in ANY
unsportsmanlike conduct,
verbal, physical or gestures
that takes away from a positive
sports experience.”

The code concludes with a
clear-cut edict that not abiding
by it could lead to “disciplinary
action which could include
warnings, suspensions, forfeits
or termination of participation
in the GCYBSA.”

Likewise, no shenanigans
against umpires or anybody
else is tolerated in the PCLL,
especially under the watch of
new president Jeff Holt.

“Everyone who is involved
is a volunteer on some level,”
Holt wrote in an email to the
Observer. “l expect our league
—kids, coaches, umpires,
parents, stakeholders —to
treat each other with dignity
and respect. Common courte-
sy. | won't put up with non-
sense.

“Every constituent in PCLL
is part of our extended family.
That includes our umpires.”

Worth remembering

Echoing that stance is Don
Lohmann, PCLL chief umpire
and vice president of baseball
operations.

“We have a zero tolerance
policy when it comes to abuse
on any level,” Lohmann said.
“Although, we do not have
many issues of this sort in
PCLL, they do occasionally
occur.

“When they do, we respond
quickly and proportionately....
One of the points | stress to our
umpires is to make every ef-
fort to diffuse situations be-
fore they get to that point and
to keep their ears open. We
must all remember that this is
a game.”

Unfortunately, every season
in every league in every town
is pockmarked by bad behav-
ior that unfairly targets offi-
cials just like Katelyn Sher-
wood.

That’s not a game, its a
crying shame.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmith_Sports

The good times have cer-
tainly outnumbered the bad
times and Favors still loves
what he’s doing. While he usu-
ally pockets $60 per varsity
game, which is lower than
some parts of the state and the
country, it’s not about the mon-
ey. It’s more about making
friends and, like the officials
he admired in high school,
giving back to the sport he
loves.

“I’'ve worked in pristine
conditions. I've worked in not
so pristine conditions,” Favors
said. “I’ve been to the scariest
areas of any city and I've been
to the greatest suburbs. 1've
put a lot of miles on the car.

“The biggest thing over the
years is I've gained a lot of
friends and associates through
officiating. It’s like a brother-
hood, a fraternity. Once you
forge a relationship with your
fellow referees, it carries over.

“It’s not about the money,”
he added. “It’s about the kids,
being active and staying in-
volved. And, for me, it’s really
about the game | ve loved all
my life.”
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BOWLING
TEAM

FIRST TEAM

Julia Huren, John Glenn: Fueled
by a regional-best
game of 258, Huren
knocked down
1,279 pins in six
games to place
second behind only
Farmington's
Candyce Bradley

(1,290). She then placed second in

the Division 1state meet individual

tournament, closing out a stellar
career that has led to a scholarship
at Arkansas State University, one of
the top women's collegiate pro-
grams in the country.

"Julia is not only our best bowler,

but she's our best bowler under

pressure, and that's what it takes to
do well at the state tournament,”
said coach Cabildo. "She is coached
by a former professional, Aleta Sill,
and when you have a coach like
that, it's going to make a difference.

"Julia has everything it takes to be

successful. She's athletic, she's smart,

and she owns six to eight bowling
balls that she'll bring to the lanes,
using the one that is best for the
conditions."

Candyce Bradley, Farm. Unified:
Bradley was named
the team MVP for
the third straight
year after winning
the regional cham-
pionship at Super
Bowl and reaching
the state semifinals.

She was the No. 2 qualifier in the

state singles tournament.

Bradley had the top average in the

OAA for the third year in a row at

211 and was named to the all-league

first team. She had a career-high

best game of 275, and her highest

season series was 486.

"Candyce is an even better team-
mate and role model than she isa
bowler," coach Dennis Hermani said.
"The sky isthe limit for this young
lady when it comes to bowling, but
her leadership and commitment to
the team are what set her apart.
"Candyce is all class and sports-
manship at all times. It carries over
into the classroom where she carries
a 3.25 GPA in the IB program.”
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Katie Worden, Farm. Unified:
Worden qualified
for state with a
third-place finish in
the Division 1re-
gional at Super
Bowl, and she
advanced to the
state quarterfinals
with a fourth-place finish in the
qualifying round.
She bowled a 175 average in 59
games overall, and she had a 171
average in league matches. She had
a career-high game of 257 at the
state meet, and her high series of
426 happened at the Cougar Classic
in which she placed fifth. Worden
will bowl for Pikeville University in
Kentucky.

"Katie always shows up during the
biggest matches and tournaments
and has done so her whole career,"
coach Hermani said. "She won the
Division 1state singles JV champi-
onship last year.

"The jump to varsity this year may
have intimidated some but not
Katie. She bowled well enough to
finish as the ninth-best bowler in the
state for Division 1."

Emily Dietz, John Glenn: Dietz put
the wraps on an
tr outstanding career
at John Glenn by
placing ninth and
earning an individ-
ual state-meet
$2 berth with a pin
total 1,043 at the
Rockets' Division 1lregional tourna-
ment. Thanks in large part to Dietz
and fellow seniors Huren and Ashley
Kolb, the Rockets went unbeaten in
dual matches over the past four
seasons.

Dietz has earned a scholarship to
bowl for Youngstown State Univer-
sity, an emerging Division 1college
program.

Meghan Macunovich, Canton:
The junior had
another remark-
ably consistent
season, averaging
just under 195 pins
for 28 league
games including a
high game of 251.

Macunovich reached the Division 1
state finals for the third straight year
thanks to her six-game score of 1,097
at regionals before finishing 17th a
week later at the finals with a 1,161
tally.

"Meghan is a great asset to the
team," coach Kristin Truszkowski
said. "She is constantly working to
better her own game; and plays an
important role in helping her team-
mates."

» jjl
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GIRLS TENNIS PREVIEW — PART 2

Senior Yu again
to lead Rocks

Rest of lineup still
being determined
as season looms

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Second-year Salem girls
tennis coach Ty Moss knows
she has senior Chelsea Yu
penciled in for No. 1singles.

The rest of this season’
lineup remains in flux, al-
though Moss is optimistic she
has plenty of talent to choose
from during the 2016 season.

“One position that is for
certain is Chelsea Yu,” Moss
said. “She will play in the No. 1
singles spot for her third year
in a row. She is an amazing
player and a great leader as
one of the team’ two cap-
tains.”

The other captain is senior
doubles player Madison Kulik.

Joining Yu in the singles

lineup will be junior Bianca
Ghita and promising freshman
Lizzy Lu, but Moss said the
fourth singles player is still to
be determined as the April 12
KLAA opener looms.

Kulik certainly will be in
the doubles lineup, as will
other returning varsity play-
ers, including seniors Rachel
Godfrey, Ashley Henderson
and Amy Lawler; juniors Sa-
rah Martin and Trina Pal; and
sophomores Corina Ghita,
Raegan Henderson and Emilee
The.

“We have a few newcomers
as well that I look forward to
adding to the varsity team
roster,” said Moss, whose 2015
squad went 6-3 overall and 2-3
in the KLAA Central Division.
“Our JV team will be strong as
well this year, as we have a lot
of players who have taken
tennis lessons and classes
throughout the year.

“Having a strong JV pro-
gram is important as those

GIRLS TENNIS PREVIEW — PART 2
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SECOND TEAM

Rachel Doran, Farm. Unified:
Doran, who aver-
aged 186 for the
season in 56 games,
had her best per-
formances in tour-
naments, finishing
second three times
and third once. She

was fourth in the regional singles

competition and qualified for the
state meet.

Doran had 25 games of 190 or bet-

ter, giving her 49 over the past two

seasons. Her high game was 246, her
high series a 454. She is an all-state
nominee again after being named
to the third team last year.

"This young lady has a very bright

future in bowling, and we are fortu-

nate to have her back in the No. 4

spot of our rotation next year,"

coach Hermani said.

Ashley Kolb, John Glenn: A four-
year varsity stand-
out, Kolb placed
seventh at the
Rockets' Division 1
regional event with
a pin total of 1,058.
She was a mainstay
in the Rockets'

back-to-back state-qualifying team

efforts. Kolb has earned an athletic
scholarship to bowl for Youngstown

State University beginning next

season.

Emily Zalenko, N. Farmington:
Zalenko averaged
175.6 pins per
match and had a
high game of 255.
She made the
Mercy all-tourna-
ment team with a
fourth-place finish.

She placed 11th in the Oakland

County event. As ateam captain, she

was an exemplary team leader,

according to coach Mike Horner

"Emily was always one of the first to

practice every day and worked

extremely hard at improving all
aspects of her game," he said. "She
was our anchor bowler and battled
it out against opposing teams' best
bowlers all season.

"We are thrilled that she has anoth-

er year to represent North Farming-

ton, and she has already been
named one of our captains for next
season."

Kayla Thompson, Wayne: Thomp-

son placed 12th at the Zebras' Divi-

sion 2 regional tournament with a

pin total of 1,011.

Christina O'Harris, Wayne: O'Har-

ris placed 13th at the Zebras' Division

1lregional tournament with a six-

game pin total of 994.

THIRD TEAM

Rachel Lopez, Salem: The Rocks'
captain was a
standout all year,
and helped her
team finish third at
the team regionals
to earn a spot at
the team state
finals in history.

Lopez averaged 170 during the

regular season and placed 11th at

individual regionals with a 1,019

tally.

"Rachel was a true team leader, and
dedicated to her role," coach Kathie
Hahn said. "She kept her team
involved together on the lanes and
outside of the bowling alley."

Lopez also was a scholar-athlete
involved in National Honor Society,
Student of Salem Athletics (SOSA)
and Link Crew.

Marissa Bruni, N. Farmington:
The sophomore
bowled an aver-
aged of 173 per
match and had a
high game of 253.
Bruni made the
Mercy and Oakland
County all-tourna-

ment teams with fifth- and seventh-

place finishes, respectively.

"Marissa has blossomed into an
exceptional bowler who came to us
just last season with no prior experi-
ence," Horner said. "She isan in-
tense competitor who never stops
working to improve.

"Her hard work at practice is a
continuous example for all of her
teammates. She has unlimited up-
side potential."

Heather Lillystone, Mercy: Lillys-
tone carried a 165
average in Catholic
League matches
and tournaments.
She is a three-year
varsity starter and
was named the
all-league first

team.

She made the Mercy all-tournament

team with a 562 series and was the

runner-up in the league singles
tournament with a four-game total

of 742.

Lillystone was a team captain and

was named to the academic All-
Catholic team.
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ALL-OBSERVER
GIRLS BOWLING
FIRST TEAM
Julia Huren, sr., John Glenn
Candyce Bradley, jr., Farm. Unified
Katie Worden, sr., Farm. Unified
Emily Dietz, sr., John Glenn
Meaghan Macunovich, jr,, Canton
SECOND TEAM
Rachel Doran, soph., Farm. Unified
Ashley Kolb, sr., John Glenn
Christina O'Harris, sr., Wayne Mem.
Kayla Thompson, jr., Wayne Mem.
Emily Zalenko, jr., N. Farmington
THIRD TEAM
Rachel Lopez, sr., Salem
Marissa Bruni, soph., N. Farmington
Heather Lillystone, sr., Mercy
Maddy Vance, jr., Farm. Unified
Shaelyn Wojewski, sr., Wayne Mem.
Katherine Kehoe, sr., Salem
HONORABLE MENTIONS
M ercy: Bridget Furlong, Lilian Lebed-
nick; N. Farmington: Varisha Essani,
Ashlynn Toles; Farmington-Harrison:
Courtney Pyle, Rylie Gradin; Plymouth:
Madalyn Harden; Salem : Brynna Samuels;
Canton: Emily Kacic; Redford Union:
Mia Sopko.

Maddy Vance, Farm. Unified:
Vance finished her
first year on varsity
with a 171 average
in 49 games, in-
creasing the num-
ber by 17 pins. She
had a high game of
225 in the regional
tournament and a high series of 424
in the Cougar Classic in which she
placed ninth overall.

"Her OAA average of 174 was the
12th best in the league and earned
Maddy a spot on the All-OAA sec-
ond team," coach Hermani said.

"This is an amazing start for a young
lady who had no varsity experience,
but she did have a fifth-place finish
to her credit at the JV states last
year."

Shaelyn Wojewski, Wayne: Wo-
jewski placed 16th at the Zebras'
Division 1regional tournament with
a six-game pin total of 991.
Katherine Kehoe, Salem: A four-
year member of the
Rocks' varsity,
Kehoe averaged
163 during the
regular season and
contributed to the
team qualifying for
states with a third-
place tally of 3,483.

At individual regionals, hosted by
Super Bowl in Canton, she registered
a 916 score to finish 27th.

"Katherine was such a consistent
bowler her four years she was on
the varsity team," Hahn said. "She
respected and helped her team-
mates with their game and always
did it in a fun way."

MICHAEL VASILNEK

Three returning players certain to impact how Salem'’s varsity girls tennis team fares are (from left) Chelsea Yu,

Madison Kulik and Bianca Ghita.

players will, hopefully, be-
come solid varsity players in
the years to come.”

The first test for the Rocks

Positive outlook abounds

for new-look Canton squad

Chiefs look to move up in
KLM South standings

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Its a different lineup, to
say the least, for the Canton
varsity girls tennis team, what
with six top players from the
2015 team having graduated.

But veteran coach Barb
Lehmann is a “glass half-full”
type person who isn't dwelling
on the fact the Chiefs lost No.
1singles player Jasmine
Najm-Henry, No. 3 singles
player Alexis Madau, the No. 1
doubles tandem of Megan

Plave and Maranda McMaster,
No. 2 doubles player Amy
Dalton and No. 5 doubles play-
er Merna Afnan.

“While great players on the
court, they were also great
teammates and role models,”
Lehmann wrote in a recent
email to the Observer.

Stepping right in to team
leadership roles are senior
co-captains Heather Thibault
and Kaylee Rivera, plus the
2016 squad has a nice mix of
returnees and newcomers.

“The season looks bright
with the addition of (fresh-
men) Isabel Espinoza and
Marquette Winston,” Lehmann
said. “They are joined by addi-

tional new players and great
returning plz(ijyers."

Rivera and Lily Pita, both
singles players, are the top
returnees, but Lehmann said
she is looking for improve-
ment from Caroline Scheuing,
Megan Griffin and Cindy
Stuch.

“We should find even more
success as match play begins
in mid-April,” Lehmann noted.

Canton finished 4-5 overall
and 3-2 in the ultra-compet-
itive KLAA South Division
(fourth Place) in 2015, with
hopes of moving up in the
standings this spring.

Lehmann, who is beginning
her 24th season at the helm, is

is set for Tuesday, April 12,
against Novi at Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmith_Sports

CANTON ATHLETICS

Canton's co-captains are seniors Heather Thibault (left) and Kaylee Rivera.

being assisted by new junior
varsity coach Bev Lardin, in
her first season with the pro-
gram.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

Twitter: @ TimSmithjports
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NOT SUCH A MEMORABLE DEBUT

Schoolcraft falls 20-0 in program’s
first-ever home and conference game

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Terrible weather Saturday
and a 20-0 loss to Muskegon
Community College spoiled
the first-ever home game in
Schoolcraft College baseball
history.

But it still was a beautiful
thing as far as freshman
catcher and Canton alum Nick
Romanauski was concerned.

“It’s pretty cool. | will al-
ways be able to look back and
be, like, ‘I was a part of the
first team, that played the
first (home) game,” said Ro-
manauski, who appeared to
tweak an ankle catching dur-
ing the fourth inning and had
to leave the game. “l can come
back and show my kids one
day, this is where history went
down.”

Romanauski then laughed
when asked about whether or
not to disclose what the final
score was. “I’ll tell them we
won 20-0; they’re not going to
know,” he said.

Game 2 of the scheduled
doubleheader at Ford Field in
Livonia was postponed due to
frigid temperatures and blow-
ing snow that intensified just
as the nightcap got under way.
The Michigan Community
College Athletic Association
contest will need to be made
up.
P Doing in the Ocelots
against the Jayhawks were
two big innings. Muskegon
sent 14 batters to the plate in
the third, scoring eight runs to
build a 10-0 lead. Then in the
next inning, 10 of 16 Jayhawks
batters scored to double the

Schoolcraft deficit.

Over the first four innings,
Muskegon pitcher Zach Vit-
kuske did not allow a hit. A
walk and hit batsman to Jor-
dan Pressley and Tim Kozar,
respectively, accounted for
Schoolcraft’s lone base-run-
ners during that span.

Finally a hit

Schoolcraft (3-11, 0-1) final-
ly broke into the hit column in
the bottom of the fifth, provid-
ing the Ocelots with the new
team’s first conference and
home safety.

With one out, freshman
shortstop Steve Szymanski
(Westland/Livonia Churchill
HS) walked, then freshman
outfielder Jared Merandi
(Canton/Plymouth HS) moved
him to second on an infield
single.

Merandi hit a hard ground-
er to the left of Jayhawks
third baseman Jacob Sposaro,
who got a piece of the ball, but
could not come up with it.

“It (the single) feels good.
Obviously, it kind of gets
clouded by what happened,”
Merandi said. “I’ll take it; it
nice.”

But Vitkuske finished
strong by striking out Cole
Moore and Kozar to wrap up
the win and give him eight
strikeouts for the contest.

Muskegon (8-10,1-0) didnt
wait long to set the tone when
leadoff hitter Mitchell Reyes
slammed the second offering
from Schoolcraft starting
pitcher Christian Mercure
over the fence. The blast near-
ly sailed directly over the
432-foot mark in center.

GIRLS TRACK & FIELD PREVIEW

IMBler injured, but Chiefs still hopeful

Handful of talented
freshmen could spark
Canton in 2016

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Canton varsity girls track
and field coach Alan Jones said
his team’s mission in 2016 is to
achieve success “one step at a
time.”

Unfortunately for the third-
year head coach and the
Chiefs, the task became much
tougher from the get-go due to
the loss of senior thrower Emi-
ly Meier to what looks to be a
season-ending injury.

Meier, who is reigning Divi-
sion 1state champion in the
shot put, suffered a broken
fibula and dislocated ankle at
the recent Huron Relays.

“With the injury Emily sus-
tained, it will probably put her
out for the rest of the track

season,” Jones
said. “The good
news for Emily
is she will recov-
erintime to
throw for the
University of
Tennessee ona
full athletic
scholarship.”

With the squad gearing up
for the April 12 season opener
at Wayne Memorial, the injury
is a major blow.

But there were some posi-
tives out of the Huron Relays,
namely strong relay teams.

Finishing second in the
1,600-meter relay was the unit
of freshmen Donae Adams,
Jada Sabir and Jade Sabir and
senior Jessica Krone (4:07.63).

The 800-meter relay placed
third (1:45.83), while Jada Sa-
bir placed fifth in the 60-meter
dash with a time of 7.89 sec-
onds.

“This year, the Canton
Chiefs girls track and field

Meier

GIRLS TRACK & FIELD PREVIEW

Opportunity knocks for Salem

Newcomers will have
chance to assert
themselves

Tim Smith
Staff Writer

It’s a new season and new
opportunity for the athletes
on Salem’ varsity girls track
and field team.

And second-year head
coach Patrick Ignagni is opti-
mistic that members of his
team will take the opportuni-
ty and — literally —run with
it to success in the Kensing-
ton Lakes Activities Associa-
tion.

“l like the work ethic of
our team. We seem to be pret-
ty tough and pretty dedicat-
ed,” Ignagni said. “Departing
seniors have left some big
shoes to fill, though.

“We’ll need some athletes
to step up and take on new
roles.”

The Rocks (4-1 in 2015) lost
Lauren Arquette, Shekinah
Johnson, Shara Long and
Rebecca Falzon to gradua-
tion, but the team returns key
performers such as Kayla
Hughes (distance), Kaya

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Schoolcraft College catcher Nick Romanauski scrambles to catch a pitch that
hit the dirt in front of a Muskegon batter during Saturday's MCCAA
contest. Romanauski is a Canton graduate.

Also homering for the Jay-
hawks were Jacob Sposaro
and Ryan Fields, both two-run
shots to right-center during
the lengthy third.

Schoolcraft head coach Rob
Fay, however, said the damage
could have been minimized if
not for several errors, walks
and other miscues that kept
the line moving for Muskegon.

“When they get good pitch-
es, they’re still able to square

team welcomes all newcom-
ers,” Jones wrote in a recent
email, “who along with the
returnees plan to give the
Chiefs a push forward” toward
a spot in the state finals.

“Adding veteran experience
with freshman athleticism will
turn out to be a great mix,”
Jones continued.

In addition to Adams and
the Sabir twins, promising
newcomers include freshmen
Hailey MacDonald, Anna Na-
gelhout and Isabelle Verdugo.

Despite Meier’ injury, the
Chiefs still have several top
returnees, including Krone,
junior Elaine Bradlee, senior
Grace Grimes, senior Saman-
tha McGrath and junior Ryan
Sparks.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith _Sports

One of Salem's key returnees is Kaya Knake, who is slated to run in

mid-distance events.

Knake (mid-distance), Kyn-
dra Parker (throws) and
Brynna Samuels (sprints).

Meanwhile, sprinters Alai-
ja Carson and Cecilia Mcln-
tosh and distance runner
Gabby Mancini are expected
to immediately make an im-
pact.

Ignagni added that veter-
ans and newcomers alike
have a chance to be heard
from, even in Salem’s com-

petitive conference.

“Northville and Plymouth
will be a handful to deal with
and Canton is on the rise,”
Ignagni said. “But we will
continue to work hard and
improve every day.”

Salem is scheduled to open
the KLAA schedule Tuesday,
April 12, against visiting
South Lyon East.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

them up pretty well,” Fay
said. “They’re a good hitting
team and when we had oppor-
tunities to get some outs to get
us out of some jams, we just
weren't able to do so today.”

That's enough

The second game lasted
one batter, with Schoolcraft
pitcher Amedeo Appoloni
walking Reyes. With the next
batter at the plate, however,

WORLDS

Continued from Page Bl

Minnesota and son of for-
mer NHL great Brian Bel-
lows. “I know these guys
have and | have. We're real-
ly excited for it. It’s some-
thing you go into and you
dont want nothing else oth-
er than a gold medal. That’
our focus.

“But we have to take it
game by game, day by day
and, if we do that, | know
we’ll be successful.”

All season with the U.S.
NTDP Under-18 team, Bel-
lows has wreaked havoc on
opposing defenses along
with high-flying linemates
Clayton Keller and Joey
Anderson.

The trio has the chance to
finish with a flourish and
then move onto their re-
spective college career.

Bellows (Boston Univer-
sity) tallied 16 goals and 16
assists for 32 points in 23
USHL games this season,
while Keller (BU) led all
players on the team with 13
goals and 24 assists for 37
points. Anderson (Minneso-
ta-Duluth) chipped in 10-
10—20.

Just as pumped up for the
tournament is forward
Grant McPhee, who will
play at Boston College next
season.

“We’re all very excited,”
McPhee said. “We put two
years of really hard work
into building up to some-
thing like this and every-
one’s starting to ramp it up.

“We’re really excited to
see what we can do over
there.”

Springboard

McPhee and Bellows
each scored in the U18s’
regular season finale at USA
Hockey Arena, a 5-3win
March 31 over Muskegon.

“It was a pretty good
springboard. We played
really well,” McPhee said
about the win over the Lum-
berjacks. “We really want to
bring that (kind of play) to
North Dakota. Hopefully,
we can.”

In order for Team USA
players to leave North Da-
kota with a medal, McPhee
emphasized sticking to the
basics.

“It’s definitely playing as
one and everyone taking
advantage of their role and
doing everything right,”
McPhee said. “And definite-
ly (staying) focused. It’s
eight games, potentially
eight games, so that’s a big
thing, staying focused

umpires quickly pulled the
plug on the rest of the game
as snow started to swirl over
the field.

“It’s up to the umpires’
discretion,” Fay said. “They
warned us ahead of time if it
started coming down side-
ways and they thought that
the visibility was going to be
an issue, that they were going
to call it.

“It’s just one of those days,
where it’s coming down for a
little bit then it goes away,
then it comes back.”

Fay added that it still was
an important day in program
history, regardless of the out-
come.

“Just the fact we were able
to get out here and play was
exciting, because it was the
first home game, first confer-
ence game in school history,”
Fay said. “Now we just look
and see what we got to im-
prove on so the outcome in
future games isnt the same.”

Meanwhile, Merandi said
the lopsided loss underscored
what college baseball is all
about.

“It’s a tough place,” Meran-
di said. “Alot of teams, if you
take an inning off, they’ll cap-
italize on it real quick. Its a
lot different from high school.
Everyone in their lineup can
hit the ball. And so we got to
be on top of our game every
pitch.

“We got to put it behind us,
we got to use that to fuel us....
Because we’re a lot better
than this.”

Schoolcraft was scheduled
Tuesday to visit St. Clair
County CC and then host Lo-
rain County CC at 2 p.m. Fri-
day at Ford Field.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmithJ5ports

throughout the tourna-
ment.”

U18s head coach Danton
Cole said the team’s depth
and uptempo style of play
could be factors at Worlds.
But he added that an in-
tangible is players knowing
the end of the NTDP road is
in sight and that they want
to go out in style.

“It’s two years and a lot of
physical and mental work,”
Cole said. “And a lot of sac-
rifice goes into it. These
guys have done a heck of a
job and now we go take our
final exam.”

Roster unveiled

Bellows and McPhee are
among 22 players selected
for the U18 Worlds as an-
nounced Tuesday.

The full roster includes:
goaltenders Jake Oettinger
and Joseph Woll; defense-
men Adam Fox, J.D. Green-
way, Matthew Hellickson,
Chad Krys, Ryan Lindgren,
Griffin Luce and Luke Mar-
tin; and forwards Bellows,
McPhee, Joey Anderson,
Logan Brown, Trent Freder-
ic, Keeghan Howdeshell of
Brighton, Clayton Keller,
Will Lockwood of Bloom-
field Hills, Casey Mittel-
stadt, Nick Pastujov, James
Sanchez, Zach Walker and
Kailer Yamamoto.

Team USA was slated to
play pre-tournament games
at 8 p.m. Friday against
Finland and 4 p.m. Sunday
against Denmark. Prelimi-
nary round games begin
8:30 p.m. April 14 against
Russia.

According to the NTDP
website, 10teams are split
into two pools for prelimi-
nary round play. Group A
includes the U.S., Switzer-
land, Russia, Sweden and
Latvia; Group B has Finland,
Canada, Czech Republic,
Slovakia and Denmark.

Top teams will advance to
the quarterfinals and semi-
finals bronze and gold med-
al games.

Additional event details
will be announced and add-
ed to the event’s website at
www.GrandForks2016.com
as confirmed.

» The U17 team plays its
final home game of the sea-
son Friday, hosting the
Youngstown Phantoms at 7
p.m. at USA Hockey Arena
in Plymouth.

The game is a $5 Friday,
courtesy of WMGC-FM
(105.1). In addition, com-
memorative T-shirts will be
given to the first 1,500 fans.
Call 734-453-8400 for details.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @ TimSmith_Sports


mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
http://www.GrandForks2016.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com

B6 (%)

0 & E Media | Thursday, April 7, 2016

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Advertising: 1-800-579-7355 hometownlife.com

O bserver & E ccentric

Phone: 800-579-7355
Fax: 313-496-4968
Email: oeads@hometownlife.com

Place an ad online 24/7 at
advertise.hometownlife.com

™

Turn here foryour nextvehicle

Deadlines: Friday at4pm for Sunday
Tuesday at 3pm for Thursday

Hom eFinder
m

classifieds.hometownlife.com

All advertising published In Hometownllfe/O&E Media newspapers issubject to the conditions stated inthe applicable rate card(s), Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met-
ropolitan Pkwy, Sterling Heights, Ml 48312, or call 800-579-7355. « The Newspaper reserves the right notto accept an advertiser's order. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel
and ad at any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication.  Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final
acceptance of the advertiser's order. « Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time itappears & reporting any errors immediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement
isordered, only the firstincorrect insertion will be credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of
an order. publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper issubject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states that itis lllegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination.”
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which Isin violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised In this newspaper are available on an equal
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72), Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity, throughout the
nation. We encourage &support an affirmative advertising & marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color, religion or national origin.

Professional

____dl your needs...
Lawn &Garden Care

TIM EMORY LAWN SERVICE Own-

er Oper. wkly/sesonl, aeration &
dethatching, pre-est. 734-777-7529

t 1S U B

Piano Lessons Beg/Adv
christined@mi.rr.com

Artistic Painting & Custom Design
25 vrs Exp. *Commercial *Residen-
tial *Free Estimates 313.247.1831k

Painting By Robert « Wallpaper

Removal «Interior *Exterior» Plaster/

Drywall Repair 'Staining. 40 yrs exp
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

South Lyon Living Estate Sale. 61745
Valley Forge Dr. #1 Apr 8, 9-4 Apr 9,

8-3 See estatesales.net listing for pics.

Westland Sat. 4/9- Sun 4/10 10am-6pm
Sofa bed, chairs, desk, antique bed,
dryer & MORE! 34154 Fountain Blvd.
lot 10 in Holiday Park Coop Condos.

Plymouth Methodist Church
Large variety of household goods,
clothing, books, toys, etc.
Tues. April 12, 11-7.

Wed. April 13, 9-5. Bag sale, Noon-5.
45201 North Territorial.

ENHANCE YOUR AD
WITH A PHOTO

You can add photos to your classified
ads to show what you are selling, in
addition to ad copy. Ads will appear
whenever you want them to run, un-
der the classification you choose. The
cost for the photo will be $10, plus the

cost of the ad copy based on the num-

ber of lines used. Em ail or mail your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for addresses.
Photos will not be returned. Prepay-
ment required/no refunds. To place
your ad & get more info call
MICHIGAN.COM
Observer & Eccentric

800-579-7355
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions may apply

Grey Male Cat w/white socks & nose.
6 Mi/Ridge Rd. "Leo" FOUND

.

MAYFAIR
SION, BLACKISH STR
TABBY NAMED BEAM
OLD, 15LBS FRONT D
INDOOR CAT, FRIEND
ING SINCE EASTER S
NIGHT. PLEASE HELP US FIND
HIM. REWARD/DONATION FOR
HIS RETURN. (734)740-4899

LOW COST VET VACCINE
WELLNESS CLINIC
TSC ~ WHITE LAKE
10150 Highland Rd.Sun. April 10th,
4PM-6:30PM 3year Rabies, $16,
Heartworm Test, $19. Skin, Ear &
Eye exams avail. 313-686-5701

Assorted
e r[u S
all kinds of things.

REFRIGERATORS $150 & uplRange,
washer/dryer $125 & up! 90 day
warranty/deliverv! Call: (734) 796-3472

If you're selling an item for $50 or
less run your ad under Cheap Stuff
AT A SPECIAL RATE™*
Michigan.com
Observer & Eccentric
Call 800-579-7355!

*Some restrictions may apply

Furniture &
Household Items

Dining table seats 8. , Manufacturer
Fine Furniture. Perfect condition.
Transitional. Retail $8000.00. Gor-
man's price matched at $5000.00.
Asking $1500.00. , (248)719-0181
areinagle@comecast.net

Two matching sofas. 34hx38wx90L
Priced to sell. Black Herculine. $200
both Irg matching pillows 734-664-7047

KILL BED BUGS!!!

Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers/KIT
Hardware Stores,

The Home Depot, homedepot.com

We take unwanted guns off your
hands. Whether it's due to
inheritance, lack of interest, safety
concerns or etc. We provide o FREE
firearms collection service.
Federally licensed & police officer
owned, visit www.MetroGuns.org
We also buy guns.

Automotive

SELLERS
BUICK m ac

has immediate openings for a

«Certified Tech
(ASE Certification preferable)

*Quick Lube Technician
eBusiness Development

Center Representative
Apply in person:
38000 Grand River Ave.
Farmington Hills

CLEANERS for apartment
complexes in the metro Detroit area.
Must have reliable transportation,
driver's license and auto insurance.
$9.00 per hour. Must be able to start
at 7:00 AM. Call 734-427-4343 or
email: wecare@aristocratitd.com

COOK

Experienced
Immediate Openings
at Beautiful Assisted
Living Facility in Westland.
Benefits available.
Please fax resume: (248)350-9083

HOLIDAY MARKET CANTON

is hiring full/part time help in these
departments: scanning coordinator,
experience preferred, kitchen, meat,
deli and artisan bread house full/part
time, scratch bakery experience and
cake decorator needed. Apply in
person, 520 S. Lilley, Canton. Ask for
department mgr. at service counter.

LABORER & MAINTENANCE
Swimming pool co. offering outdoor
physical work. Top dollar paid.
(248) 477-7727

LEASING AGENT
For Northville Senior Community.
2 yrs exp. Good sales, marketing
& communication skills. Must love
seniors! Excellent Benefits,
email resume to: huntllc@aol.com

LEGAL SECRETARY

The Law Firm of
Bernstein & Bernstein
has as immediate opening for a
professional legal secretary in our
Lathrup Village office. The ideal
candidate should have knowledge of
legal documents, pleadings and
court procedures. Candidate must
have 2+ years of personal injury
litigation. Must be proficient in
Microsoft Word. Knowledge of
Needles software is beneficial.
Position is full time with salary and
benefits. Please send resume to:
slovelace@lawfirmofbernstein.com

LINE COOKS, Must have 1yr. exp.
DISHWASHERS & BAR BACKS
Part or Full-Time.

Please call Sean: 734-469-6545

MAIDS - Local cleaning company
looking for part time help, Plymouth
Canton area. Must be available to
work 9am-3pm. have transportation
and pass a background check. Willing
to train. Call 734-710-0434

MAINTENANCE SURPERVISOR
MAINTENANCE TECH
& LEASING CONSULTANT/
CLEANER

Exp'd. Maintenance Supervisor &

3 Maintenance Techs needed to
work at one of our busy apartment
communities in Waterford
Dearborn Heights and Northville.
Knowledge in all aspects of mainte-
nance and must be HVAC Certified
Freon Recovery. Must have basic
electrical and plumbing skills, abili-
ty to trouble shoot, shared emergen-
cy on-call pager, general pool main-
tenance and snow removal. Compet-
itive salary and benefits included.
Also hiring a full-time dependable
person to assist the Manager in
managing, maintaining and clean-
ing at an apt community in West-
land. Must love to clean. Benefits.

azednik@yorkcommunities.com

Fax resume: (248) 358-3779

248-363-5443 Waterford
313-274-4765 Dearborn Heights
248-349-6612 Northville

Exp Counter Help
Meat Dept.. Art of Bread & Deli
Deli Dishwasher and Grocery Stock
Please apply in person at:
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia
Or online at: joesproduce.com

OFFICE HELP -Part Time
Computer, phone, register.
Apply in person at:
Benson Building Supplies
25018 Plymouth Rd, Redford.
(313) 538-9300

RESIDENT CARE
ASSOCIATES

Experienced. Immediate Openings
at Beautiful Assisted
Living Facility in Westland.
Benefits available.
Please fax resume: (248) 350-9083

RN & LPN
NURSES

Immediate openings at
Beautiful Assisted Living
Facility in Westland.
Benefits Available.
Please fax resume: 248-350-9083

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

Home for Sale -
In State

INKSTER
Great Value
2 bdrm vinyl ranch, bsmt
w/possible 3rd bdrm & Lav, Oak
Kitchen w/dishwasher, 2 car GA,
CA $11,000
A lot of Home for the Money
1,685 sq ft ranch home, formal din-
ing & living room, mud room or
den, finsh bsmt w/full bath & fire-
place $15,840
Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 35 0 2625 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511

(800) 593-1912 35 0 2625 0

AFI Financial 2431 (877) 234-0600 3.49 0 2625

REDFORD
Great Corner Lot
3 bdrm bungalow, dining rm off
kitchen, bsmt, fenced yard $39,000
Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp. 127931  (248) 740-2323 35 0 2625 0

WESTLAND
Hot New Listing

Almost totally remodeled 3 bdrm
1,169 sq ft ranch, LR w/unique tray

ceiling, fabulous BA, Fam Rm
w/doorwall to yard, 2 car GA, CA

$65,000
Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank 399721  (313) 565-3100

aw nnM i

3.875 0 3125 0

Real Estate Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 3.625 0 3 0

HIHM Bi

Ross Mortgage 107716 3.125 0

(248) 282-1602 3.75 0

great place to live,

Zeal Credit Union 408356  (734) 466-6113 3.75 0.25 3 0

FARMINGTON HILLS ANNGIE
APTS. FREE HEAT! 1bdrms from
$550. 9 Mile/Middlebelt 248-478-7489

Above Information available as of 4/1/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a
* |
$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.
t=1t All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

©2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

Farmington Hills, $1400, 4 bdrm, 1.5

ba, Fam rm, fncd yard, gar, gas ht,

hdwd firs, laundry rm, off-st pkg,

cats allowed, small dogs allowed, m I

Yourcommunity,

delivered to your
frontdoor.

Livonia - 2br Newly Renov. Accepting
Apps. no pets. $750 + util. Appli. inclu
no Sec 8 734-260-2109 btw 10am-6pm

Transportation

best deal for you...

H & W $$ for iunk vehicles, Free tow,
Buying repairables. 734-223-5581

Farm ington Observer

W ayne-W estland Observer

Chevrolet Sonic 2013, must see! 32,600
mi, $8600. 48154 (734)968-5314

Garden City Observer
Redford Observer

Livonia Observer

ENHANCE YOUR AD
WITH A PHOTO

You can add photos to your classified
ads to show what you are selling, in

addition to ad copy. Ads will appear
whenever you want them to run, un-
der the classification you choose. The
cost for the photo will be $10, plus the
cost of the ad copy based on the num-
ber of lines used. Email or mail your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for addresses.
Photos will not be returned. Prepay-
ment required/no refunds. To place

your ad & get more info call :

MICHIGAN.COM
Observer & Eccentric
800-579-7355

Mon. thru Fri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions may apply

Canton Observer
Plym outh Observer
South Oakland Eccentric

Birm ingham Eccentric

N orthville Record

HANDICAP 10 BEAUTIFUL LOW
FLR MINI VANS UNDER $15,000.
CALL US IN LANSING 517-230-8865

South Lyon Herald

M ilford Tim es

improvement service providers In
0&E Media’s Classified Services
section every week!

Toadatieyar heinpmoawat
s Ot
800-579-7385

Obsesvk& E ccjxiiuc
MEDIA

ForHome Delivery, call

86 6-887-2737
hometownlife.com
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ID ffiilf PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 In addition to
9 Like racist or
sexist jokes
14 Small
country in
Europe
20 Kellogg's
cereal
21 As thinas —
22 CGotten up
from bed
23 Certain

Burgundy
fruit

25 Small

26 Regular:
Abbr.

27 Bullring yell

28 W-2 expert

29 Belfast's
county

30 Cheesy
Italian dish

36 First
emperor of
Brazil

39 Pigeon's call

40 Airline
serving Oslo

41 Honshu coin

42 Annual
Calgary or
Rochester
celebration

47 Suffix with
119-Across

50 Jackie’s #2

51 Texter's
"Then
again ...”

52 ““— penny,
pickitup ...”

54 Still-life fruit

58 Sam of The
Piano"

60 Very shy sort

65 Ending for

109 Wriggling
fish

110 Post-teens

111 1951 Alec
Guinness
comedy

118 Left fielder
Minnie

cyan
67 British rocker 119 Tearful

Brian

68 Most
indigent

69 Have too
much of, for
short

72 The 18905’
nickname

77 See
71-Down

78 Any of 12
pontiffs

80 Two-base
hit Abbr

81 That gal

83 What playing
kids ‘go
round”’

88 Expand
upon

92 Not as daft

93 Hairy twin in
the Bible

94 Garr of film

96 -Ni-i-i-icer

97— do-well
(idle person)

99 Suspect in
Clue

104 Charade
107— Fridays

(restaurant)

120 Tear's place

121 Zero in

124 Ink-squirting
creatures

125 i
Goldberg
filmthafs
apt for this
puzzle

131 Israeli

money
132 “St. — Fire”
133 Least quiet
134 Albanian city
135 Jr.-year
exans
136 Singers
Frank and
Nancy

DOWN

1 Nile vipers

2 Skewer

3 Proceed on,
as one's way

4 Green prefix

5 Enkindled

6 Multiple-PC
system

7 Knock for—

8 Expertise

9 Pester

10 NHL's Bobby 55 Appeal

11 Civil rights
org.

12 Robert
Browning's
m- Passes”

13 Unclogs

14 Il feeling

15 Circular
gasket fitting

16 Old crime
boss Frank

17 In error

18 Dion of song

19 Like a
single-
person band

24 Do a spit-
take, say

30 Noted period

31 Peter out, as
a trail

32 Present

3 3 will not!”
(firm refusal)

34 “Mazel —!I"

35 Made do

36 Intend (to)

37 Ireland, to
the Irish

38 Ovid’s 552

43 Dawn
goddess

44 “Be quiet!"

45 Invite

46 Maui garland

48 Verbalized

49 No longer
edible

53 City of
central Sicily

56 For fear that

57 Kin of -kin

59 Tackles, e g.

61 Gun, as an
engine

62 Suffix with

opal

63 Tropical tem

64 Signs made
by winners

66 Runner
Zatopek

69 Chooses

70 Qatari
capital

71 With
77-Across,
not closing
early, as a
store

73 Innin
France

74 Employs

75 Taper off

76 Gulager of
“The Killers"

79 Unblemished

82 Flattop,

eg.

84 Sr?arp knock
85 Karel Capek
sci-fi play

86 Aves.

87 ‘For—a
jolly ...”

89 Voodoo —

90 Hype up

91 Measures of
resistance

95 Gallivant

98 French

"Presto!"

100 Atop,
in odes

101 Jewish cry of
disgust

102 Architect
Saarinen

103 Alehouse

104 Meximally

105 Overly
stylish

106 Person
camping out.
often

108 Foot part

112 ‘Don’t — gift
horse inthe
mouth”

113 Quaking
tree

114 Witer Roald
and actress
Arlene

115 Stalk
swelling

116 City south of
Dijon

117 ‘Vive—"
(French cry)

121 Imitator

122 Rick Blaine’s
love, infilm

123 Citi Reid
baseballers

126 Folding bed

127 Old spy org.

128 Lapel insert

129D.C.’s land

130 Slowing, in
music: Abbr.

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smeclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crassword Puzzles™ books at
QuillDriverBooks.com
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REAL ESTATE

JULIE BROWN

Richard Eisiminger, broker/owner of the RichRealty Group in Plymouth, said, "l would definitely agree with the market being strong."

Industry

strong

Pending home sales rose
solidly in February to their
highest level in seven months
and remain higher than a year
ago, according to the National
Association of Realtors. Led
by a sizable increase in the
Midwest, all major regions
except for the Northeast saw
an increase in contract activ-
ity in February.

The Pending Home Sales
Index, a forward-looking in-
dicator based on contract
signings, rose 3.5 percent to
109.1 in February from a
downwardly revised 105.4 in
January and is now 0.7 per-
cent above February 2015
(108.3). Although the index has
now increased year-over-year
for 18 consecutive months,
last month’s annual gain was
the smallest.

Richard Eisiminger, bro-
ker/owner at the RichRealty
Group of downtown Plymouth,
said, “l would definitely agree
with the market being
strong.” He and colleagues
serve Canton-Plymouth-
Northville-Novi, which he
finds especially strong.

“Inventory is what’s driv-
ing the prices up. It’svery low.
So good for sellers, not good
for buyers,” Eisiminger said.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief
economist, says pending sales
made promising strides in
February, rising to the highest
index reading since lastJuly
(109.8). “After some volatility
this winter, the latest data is
encouraging in that a decent
number of buyers signed con-
tracts last month, lured by
mortgage rates dipping to
their lowest levels in nearly a
year and a modest, seasonal
uptick in inventory,” he said.
“Looking ahead, the key for
sustained momentum and
more sales than last spring is
a continuous stream of new
listings quickly replacing

locally,

N

report:

greater

M

Home sales

idw est
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Pending home sales rose solidly in February to their highest level in seven months and remain higher than a year
ago, according to the National Association of Realtors.

what’s being scooped up by a
growing pool of buyers. With-
out adequate supply, sales will
likely plateau.”

Eisiminger noted of low
interest rates, “It continues to
bring us qualified buyers. We
are staying very busy.”

Eisiminger compares this
market locally to those of the
past two springs with “buyers
in a good number and just
tough too find good qualified
homes.”

He said for a well-located
home in turnkey condition, “It
could be gone in a week for
sure, maybe less, with mul-
tiple offers.”

According to Yun, the one
silver lining from February’s
noticeable slump in existing-
home sales was that price
appreciation lessened to 4.4
percent, which is still above
wage growth but certainly

more favorable than the 8.1
percent annual increase in
January.

“Any further moderation in
prices would be a welcome
development this spring,” Yun
said. “Particularly in the West,
where it appears a segment of
would-be buyers are becom-
ing wary of high asking prices
and stiff competition.”

Eisiminger noted it’s not
good for prices to skyrocket
“which comes back to 101
supply and demand.” He noted
in 2005-06, a seller could put
on almost any price “and it
would sell. We have to get up
but maybe not so fast,” Eisim -
inger said of not repeating
that era this time.

According to the NAR,
existing-home sales this year
are forecast to be around 5.38
million, an increase of 2.4
percent from 2015. The nation-

al median existing-home price
for all of this year is expected
to increase between 4 percent
and 5 percent. In 2015, exist-
ing-home sales increased 6.3
percent and prices rose 6.8
percent.

The PHSI in the Northeast
declined 0.2 percent to 94.0 in
February, but is still 12.6 per-
cent above ayear ago. In the
Midwest the index shot up 11.4
percent to 112.6 in February,
and is now 2.5 percent above
February 2015.

Pending home sales in the
South increased 2.1 percent to
an index of 122.4 in February
but are 0.4 percent lower than
last February. The index in
the West climbed 0.7 percent
in February to 96.4, but is now
6.2 percent below ayear ago.

StaffwriterJulie Brown
contributed to this report.

Fire extinguisher can be a life-saver when used correctly

A portable fire extinguisher
can save lives and property by
putting out a small fire or con-
taining it until the fire depart-
ment arrives; but portable
extinguishers have limitations.
Because fire grows and
spreads so rapidly, the No. 1
priority for residents is to get
out safely.

Use a portable fire extin-
guisher when the fire is con-
fined to a small area, such as a
wastebasket, and is not grow-
ing; everyone has exited the
building; the fire department
has been called or is being
called; and the room is not
filled with smoke.

To operate a fire extinguish-
er,remember the word PASS:

» Pull the pin. Hold the ex-

GETTY IMAGES

Use a portable fire extinguisher

when the fire is confined to a small

area.

tinguisher with the nozzle
» Pointing away from you,

and release the locking mecha-

nism.

» Aim low. Point the ex-
tinguisher at the base of the
fire.

» Squeeze the lever slowly
and evenly.

» Sweep the nozzle from
side-to-side.

» For the home, select a
multipurpose extinguisher
(can be used on all types of
home fires) thatis large
enough to put out a small fire,
but not so heavy as to be diffi-
cult to handle.

» Choose a fire extinguisher
that carries the label of an
independent testing laboratory.

» Read the instructions that
come with the fire extinguish-
er and become familiar with its
parts and operation before a

fire breaks out. Local fire
departments or fire equip-
ment distributors often
offer hands-on fire extin-
guisher trainings.

» Install fire extinguish-
ers close to an exit and keep
your back to a clear exit
when you use the device so
you can make an easy es-
cape if the fire cannot be
controlled. If the room fills
with smoke, leave immedi-
ately.

» Know when to go. Fire
extinguishers are one ele-
ment of a fire response
plan, but the primary ele-
ment is safe escape. Every
household should have a
home fire escape plan and
working smoke alarms.

JULIE BROWN, EDITOR
JCBROWN@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
248-842-8046

FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Architectural
control
Issue: best
to ask lawyer

Q: The developer of our
subdivision had architectural
control responsibilities. He
claims now that he has as-
signed that to the Board of
Directors of the association.
The board is trying to en-
force those requirements
against us but | see nothing
in writing that was recorded
regarding the assignment.
What do you think?

A: Based
upon a recent
Michigan
Court of Ap-
peals decision
on similar
facts, the
court held
that a devel-
oper can as-
sign its rights
under a re-
strictive covenant to an HOA,
either orally or in writing
unless the restrictive cove-
nant include a limitation or
conditions on the developer’s
ability to assign its rights.
Therefore, if your documents
provide that the assignment
can only be in writing and
must be recorded, the assign-
ment is not effective. Obvi-
ously you will need to have a
knowledgeable attorney re-
view your documents to see
whether the assignment has
been properly effectuated.

Q: lam wondering if you
know of any authority
where second-hand smoke
has been considered a nui-
sance in a particular situa-
tion in an apartment or con-
dominium?

A: Yes. At least in Cali-
fornia, second-hand smoke can
be a nuisance based upon the
facts in a particular situation.
| am advised that there are
various high-rise condomini-
ums in California that have
amended their restrictions to
be a smoke-free building in all
respects. It depends on the
circumstances of each case
and you are best advised to
consult with a knowledgeable
community association at-
torney to research the cases
regarding the prohibition on
smoking in and outside of a
condominium unit.

Robert
Meisner

Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and
the author of “Condo Living 2: An
Authoritative Guide to Buying, Selling
and Operating a Condominium." He
is also the author of "Condominium
Operation: Getting Started & Staying
on the Right Track, * second edition.
Visit bmeisner@meisner-taw.com. This
column shouldn't be construed as
legal advice.

REAL ESTATE
BRIEFS

Investors

The Real Estate Investors
Association of Wayne will
have an open forum. Investors
will answer questions and
offer a market update. Meet-
ings are from 6-9 p.m. the
third Tliesday of each month
at the Red Lobster on Eureka
in Southgate.

Members are free, guests
$20, which will be applied to
their membership. The Red
Lobster is next to 7-Eleven,
near Trenton Road.

For more information, call
Bill Beddoes at 734-934-9091
or Wayde Koehler at 313-819-
09109.

Short sales

If you owe more than what
your house is worth, you may
be interested in a free infor-
mational seminar on short sale
procedures.

Bonnie David, broker/own-
er of Quantum Real Estate, is
the presenter. It will be 6-7
p.m. each Thursday at 129 N.
Lafayette, downtown South
Lyon.

For more information, call
the office at 248-782-7130 or
email june.quan-
tum@gmail.com.

Free foreclosure tours

Free foreclosure tours are 1
p.m. every other Sunday.
Meeting place is Panera Bread
on the southeast corner of
Middlebelt and 1-96.

For more information,
email Georgia@addedvalu-
erealty.com or visit www.
FreeForeclosureTour.com.
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$300-$900 prom dresses priced $20 each at church sale

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Callie Gross-Johnston
has collected more than
1,000 dresses for the
fourth annual 2nd Life
Prom Dress sale at St.
Paul’'s Presbyterian
Church in Livonia.

Some are gently-used,
but many sport price
tags.

“A lot are brand new,
or ayear old. We have all
sizes, from zero to 28,
which is awesome. We
have short, long, tall,
poufy beaded, glittery,
you name it, we have it,”
said Gross-Johnston, who
organizes the annual
event. “They are gor-
geous. It’s crazy. We have
one dress —$900.99 —
still with its tag on.”

The dress, which she
describes as “with a lot
of flair” and beading, will
cost just $20 at the event,
which will run 9 a.m.-1

APRIL

BREAKFAST

Time/Date: 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday, April 17

Location: St. Theodore Social
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland

Details: French toast, pancakes,
ham, sausage, scrambled eggs,
applesauce, coffee, tea, milk,
juice, $3 for adults; $1.50 for
children, 2-10

Contact: 734-425-4421
CARNIVAL

Time/Date: 5-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 15

Location: St. Michael Catholic
School, 11311 Hubbard, south of
Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Kid's Carnival will
feature free hot dogs, popcorn,
ice cream, face painting, crafts,
and games, for families of
students entering the Junior 4's
Program, Kindergarten, and 1st
grade in September or those just
interested in finding out more
about the school's programs
Contact: 734-421-7360, ext. 225;
school@livoniastmichael.org
CONCERT

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday,
April 14

Location: Northridge Church,
49555 N. Territorial Road, Ply-
mouth

Details: MercyMe, a contempo-
rary Christian music band per-
forms. Tickets are $50, $35, and
$25

Contact: 800-965-9324; iticket-
s.com

CONCERT

Time/Date: 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
April 16

Location: St. Hugo of the Hills
Catholic Church, Bloomfield
Hills, 2215 Opdyke, Bloomfield
Hills

Details: Features Aeolian Cho-
rale, Carlos Seise, tenor, Quinto
Milito, baritone, Timothy L
Huth, ars musica doctoris organ,
John Sittard, conductor. Present-
ed by the church and Friends of
the Opera of Michigan. Free will
offering will be accepted
Contact: 248-644-5460
MOM-TO-MOM SALE
Time/Date: 8:30 am-1 p.m.
Saturday, April 23

Location: Connection Church,
3855 S. Sheldon, Canton
Details: Shop 100 tables of
mom- and child-related items.
Strollers welcome after 10:30
a.m. Admission $2

Contact: 734-397-1777

PASSOVER SEDER
POTLUCK

Time/Date: 6 p.m. Friday, April
22

Location: Congregation Bet
Chaverim, 321 Ridge Road,
Canton

Details: Cost is $5 per person,
ages 5and older. RSVP by April
15

Contact: Michelle Driscoll at
734-718-7029; betchaverim@ya-
hoo.com

POMEGRANATE GUILD
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday, April
10

Location: Prentis Apartments

p.m., Saturday, April 9, at
the church, 27475 Five
Mile. All prom dresses
will cost $20 each. Moth-
er-of-the-bride dresses
and other evening wear
will be priced $5-$10, and
bridal gowns will cost
$50-$100. All accessories,
including purses, shoes,
jewelry and wraps will
be $5 and under.

Shoppers must geta
ticket to participate in
the sale. Tickets will be
handed out starting at 7
a.m. A waiting line will
begin to form inside the
church at 8a.m. Shop-
pers will be admitted to
the merchandise area in
groups of 20. Eighteen
dressing rooms will be
available to try on cloth-
ing, and several seam-
stresses will be on hand
to make minor alter-
ations.

Gross-Johnston cre-
ated the event to help
make prom more afford-

community room, at the A.
Alfred Taubman Jewish Commu-
nity Campus, 15100 W. 10 Mile,
Oak Park

Details: Judy Galperin will
create a Huck-embroidered
placemat and will teach the
technique. The Pomegranate
Guild of Southeastern Michigan
studies and creates Judiac nee-
dlecraft. RSVP if interested

Contact: Judy Galperin at
248-661-5337

RUMMAGE SALE

Time/Date: 10a.m.-6 p.m.
Friday, April 15

Location: The Salvation Army,
located on Main Street south of
Ann Arbor Road, in Plymouth

Details: Proceeds benefit the
"Older, Wiser and Loving Senior
Group."” Tables are available to
rent for $20

Contact: Major Colette or Sandy
at 734-453-5464

RUMMAGE, BAKE SALE

Time/Date: 9a.m.-3 p.m. Friday,
April 29,10 am.-noon, Saturday,
April 30

Location: Antioch Lutheran
Church, 33360 W. 13 Mile, Far-
mington Hills

Details: From 1-3 p.m. Friday all
items will be half off; $5 bag
sale, along with 50 percent off in
boutique on Saturday. Tax-
deductible donations may be
dropped off at the church's back
door 10a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Wednesday, April 25-27. No
furniture, television sets, com-
puters, electronics. The church
also is collecting used ink car-
tridges, eye glasses and cell
phones for recycling

Contact: 248-626-7906; anti-
ochelca@sbcglobal.net

VESPERS

Time/Date: 6 p.m. Sunday,
through April 17

Location: St. Michael Russian
Orthodox Church, 26375 W.
Chicago Road, Redford, April 10;
and St. George Antiochian
Orthodox Church, 2160 Maple,
Troy, April 17

Details: Members of the Clergy
Brotherhood of St. John Chrysos-
tom of Metropolitan Detroit will
conduct the services. An inter-
Orthodox chorus will sing the
responses

Contact: Olga Liskiwsky at
248-252-8184; Olga-
liss0910@gmail.com

MAY

FOOD ASSISTANCE
Time/Date: Doors open at 9
am., Saturday, May 7
Location: Hosanna-Tabor
Lutheran Church, 9600 Leverne,
Redford

Details: S.HAR.E. program
includes spending time "'in God's
word," followed by distribution
of bagged groceries. Open to
the first 40 families

Contact: Diane at 313-937-2424
RUMMAGE SALE

Time/Date: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 19, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday,
May 20

Location: First Farmington
United Methodist Curch, 33112
Grand River Ave., at Warner
Street, Farmington

Details: Bag sale will be Friday.

able for teens. She col-
lects gently-used dresses
from the community
although most donations
come from bridal salons
and boutiques.

“l've built great rela-
tionships with them.
They think it’s a good
cause,” she said. She
sends salon owners a
thank you letter and a
video documenting the
sale each year. “I want
them to know this is real
and these are real people
they are helping.”

She said the original
price of most boutique
dresses ranges from
$300-$600. Some carry
designer labels.

“They don’t give us
ugly dresses. They give
us gorgeous dresses.
They know there is a
need.”

Although the focus is
on prom dresses, Gross-
Johnston also accepts
other formal wear, in-

cluding bridal gowns.
Ten wedding dresses will
be available this year.

“We have a lot of
jewelry this year. We had
one (woman) donate all
of her jewelry. She has
gorgeous jewelry.”

Approximately 300
teens attended the sale
last year. Some brought
their mothers or another
adult with them.

“We even get fathers.
We had one guy the first
year come in with three
daughters.”

Proceeds from the
sale benefit the commu-
nity garden and food
bank at the church.

For more information
call 734-422-1470 or visit
sppc.org.

SUBMITTED
A layered, mint-colored dress
is among hundreds of dresses
available at the 2nd Life
Prom Dress sale.

RELIGION CALENDAR

Items that don't fit in the bag
will be half off that day

Contact: 248-474-6573

ONGOING

CLASSES/STUDY

Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday

Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Redford Township

Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000

St. Michael the Archangel
Parish

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, leads a
study of Isaiah. Bring your own
Bible

Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200
or on line at www.livoniast-
michael.org.

Faith Community Wesleyan

Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday

Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia

Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one

Contact: pastor Tom Hazelwood
at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid-
dlebelt, south of Eight Mile,
Livonia

Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in-
formation, email Motta through
zumba.com

Contact: 313-408-3364

FAMILY MEAL

Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every
Thursday

Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills

Details: Free meal
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12
HEALING SERVICE

Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday of the month

Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica of Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and in-
tercession, hymns, Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. Offertory candles are
available for a free will offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com

MOMS

Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church

Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.

second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia

Details: Mothers of Preschoolers
(MOPS) is aimed at mothers of
infants through kindergartners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463

Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first
and third Tuesdays

Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Redford

Details: MOPS is a place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767
PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date: 1p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia

Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set-
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.

Contact: 313-563-0162
PRAYER

St. Edith Church

Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day

Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia

Details: Group meets for sing-
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows

How to reach us:

Contact: Parish office at 734~
464-1223

Contact: 734-464-1223

St. Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. Monday-
Friday

Location: 7000 N Sheldon,
Canton

Details: Praying silently or aloud
together; prayer requests wel-
comed.

Contact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information

Recycling
RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Sat-
urday of the month

Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth

Details: Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday of each month. Use the
doors on east side of church.

Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday

Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford, Room 304

Details: Divorce Overcomers
group is designed for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.

Contact: The facilitator at

1-800-579-7355 «fax 313-496-4968 «wwsv.mideathnotices.com

Deadlines:

Holiday deadlines are subject to change.
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DONNA A. (NEE HARTIG)
April 4, 2016 Age 74 of Wayne.
Beloved wife of Edward.
Loving mother of Robert
(Angela), Karen (Jeff) Luke,
Sandra White, and Julie (Joe)
Napolitano. Sister of Ruth
(Don) Kemerley, Ethel (Late
Cliff) Orr, Mary (George) Snider.
Caring grandmother of sixteen
and two great grandchildren.
Visitation from The Uht Funeral
Home, Westland, Friday 3-9
p.m. Funeral ceremony from
Westland Free Methodist
Church Saturday 11 a.m. In
state from 10 a.m. till time
of service. Family requests
memorials to Westland Free
Methodist Church or World
Vision. Please view memorial
and send tributes at
www.uhtfh.com

M ERRITT
RUSSELL C. Age 84, of
Plymouth. He is survived

by his loving wife Carol, of

62 years; his three children,
Rene (Thomas) Stevenson of
Maryland, Russell Merritt of
Texas, and Randall Merritt of
Redford, Michigan. Preceded
in death by his parents,
Russell and Edith Merritt,

and his siblings, Wanda
Braciszewski and Rodger
Merritt. Visitation for Russell
was Wednesday, at Schrader-
Howell Funeral Home, 280 S.
Main St., Plymouth 48170.
Funeral Service Thursday,
April 7,11 a.m. at the funeral
home. Family and friends
may begin visiting at 10 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the Plymouth
Community Council on Aging,
9955 N. Haggerty, Plymouth,
MI 48170. To view obituary
and share condolences, visit
www.schrader-howell.com
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Your lnvitation to W orship

For information
regarding this
directory please

Call

Janice Brandon
at 248-926-2204

M fy.

or email
JKkbrando@michigan.com
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EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

40000 Six Mile Road

VATVJL” Northville, Ml 48168

v
IilfICHURCH

8am

248.374.7400

Sunday Worship Services
r9:30am | am

4 different music styles from classic to modern

wwamardchurch.org

ASSEMBLIES
OF GOD

c4 Cfiuvcfhfar

Seasoned Saints

CPEN ARMS CHLRCH

Worship: “m
Sunday 10:30 am
Wednesday 7 pm

313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve's Family Restaurant
Time/Date: 9 am. second and
fourth Thursday

Location: 15800 Middlebelt, 1/4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Widowed men of all
ages may attend the Widowed
Friends Men's breakfast. This is
an informal "peer" group where
men have an opportunity to
meet with others.

Contact: 313-534-0399

SONG CIRCLE

Congregation Beth Ahm
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m.
every Shabbat

Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield

Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans-
literation as well as the original
Hebrew.

Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.

SUPPORT

Apostolic Christian Church
Time/Date: 5a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily

Location: 29667 Wentworth,
Livonia

Details: Adult day care program
at the church's Woodhaven
Retirement Community.
Contact: 734-261-9000;
vwwww.woodhaven-retire-
ment.com

Friday. 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers « Tuesday. 4:00 p.m. for Thursday papers
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JOHN G. Age 84, formerly of
Pinewoods Condominiums
in Farmington, M, died April
2, 2016. John is survived by
his sisters, Sue Nordon and
Mary (Howard Weston) Cauley.
Sadly John is preceded in
death by his wife, Arley; and
siblings, Michael and Charon.
A gathering of friends and
family will be held for John on
Friday, April 8, from 1to 3 p.m.
at the funeral home. A service
for John will be held at 3 p.m.
also at the funeral home. John
will be laid to rest next to Arley
at Oakwood Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be
made to the American Macular
Degeneration Foundation.
heeney-sundquist.com

Paying
tribute to
the life
of your
loved

one.
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Spring concerts celebrate love, jJazz, musical variety

Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Non-stop music, high-ener-
gy jazz and love songs will heat
up the spring concert season at
Schoolcraft College and Ma-
donna University this month.

Schoolcraft College is up
first with its 25th annual Col-
lage Concert, 8 p.m. Saturday,
April 9, followed by the Up
Jumped Jazz Spring Concert
7:30 p.m. Monday, April 18.
Both concerts will be held in
the DiPonio Room at the VisTa-
Tech Center on the main cam-
pus, 18600 Haggerty, Livonia.

The Madonna University
Chorale will take the stage
with it’s performance, “If Mu-
sic Be the Food of Love...,” at 7
p.m. Friday, April 22, in the
Presentation BVM Chapelin
the Felician Sisters Convent,
36800 Schoolcraft Road, Livo-
nia.

Admission to the Madonna
concertand Up Jumped Spring
at Schoolcraft is free. Admis-
sion to the Collage Concert
XXV is $10 for adults, $5 for
students with ID, children
under 12, and seniors.

Collage Concert XXV gives
listeners a glimpse into the
college’s music department
with performances by the
Schoolcraft Wind Ensemble,
Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Improvi-
sation Combo, Synthesizer
Ensemble and Chorale.

“There are no gaps. It flows
from one piece to the next,”
said Patricia Minnick, School-
craft College music activities
coordinator, describing the
show.

Rick Selva, Ph.D., director
of the Jazz Studies Program,
said the concert is a non-stop
potpourri of music and per-
formers.

“It’svery interesting and it
moves quickly. It is visually
very exciting,” he said, adding
that both the large number of
performers on stage along with
big-screen visuals make an
interesting backdrop for the
music.

Spring production

Selva also coordinates visu-
als with music when his jazz
groups, the Vocal Jazz En-
semble, Jazz Ensemble and
Jazz Improvisation Combo,
perform the annual Up Jumped
Spring Concert. They’ll share
the performance with the Syn-
thesizer Ensemble, under the
direction of Barton Polot, Ph.D.

“It’s a production. The
whole thing is very elaborately
done,” Selva said, adding that
his just-updated list of sup-
porters totals nearly 700 per-
sons. “There is an audience and

ANIMALS

DETROIT ZOO

Time/Date: 9a.m. to 5 p.m. daily
Location: 1-696 service drive and
Woodward, Royal Oak

Details: Admission is $14 for adults
15-61, $10 for senior citizens 62 and
older, and for children ages 2-14; chil-
dren under 2 are free. Parking for cars
and vans is $5. Detroit Zoological Soci-
ety members get free admission and
parking

Contact: 248-541-5717

ARTS AND CRAFTS

CITY GALLERY

Time/Date: 8:30 a m to 4:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday, through April 8
Location: Costick Center, 28600 W. 11
Mile, Farmington Hills

Details: "Night and Day" exhibit
features new work, including landscape
and portraits of other local artists, by
Taurus Burns

Contact: 248-473-1859

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY
HALL

Time/Date: Through April 22
Location: 31555 11 Mile, Farmington
Hills

Details: Works by local artists Pamela
Alexander and Susan Warner
Contact: 248-473-1859

NORTHVILLE ART HOUSE

Time/Date: Exhibit hours are noon to 5
p.m. Tuesday-Friday and noon to 4 p.m.
through April 30

Location: 215 W. Cady, Northville
Details: The exhibit features the per-
sonal work of the late Richard Rochon,
who was known in the field of architec-
ture for his renderings of buildings.
Includes a reception, 6-9 p.m. Friday,
April 1

Contact: 248-344-0497 or
www.NorthvilleArtHouse.org

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY
ART CENTER

Time/Date: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday and
Thursday, noon-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Wednesday, and during public events.
Opening reception, 6:30-8 p.m. Friday,
April 8

Location: 774 N Sheldon, at Junction,
Plymouth

Details: 7th Annual Open Exhibit

SUBMITTED

The Synthesizer Ensemble will perform at the Collage Concert and Up
Jumped Spring jazz concert this month, at Schoolcraft College.

SUBMITTED

The Madonna Chorale will perform its spring concert April 22 at the Felician

Sisters Convent in Livonia.

The Schoolcraft Jazz Studies program presents its Up Jumped Spring Concert April 18.

an expectation.”

Selva, Carol Snyder, and
Hank Hankins will sing with
the bands on some tunes, in-
cluding “Accentuate the Posi-
tive” and Selva and Snyder
plan a duet on “Our Love is
Here to Stay.”” 1. 1~ xx

“The Vocal Jazz Ensemble
has developed out of having
multiple vocalists and one of
the things | like to dois sing in
harmony and do ensemble
stuff like the New York Voices
and Manhattan Transfer,” Sel-
va said.

The audience can expect to

hear some big band sounds
along with a Jazz Studies De-
partment favorite, “Hunting
Wabbits,” that celebrates the
music of mid-century animated
cartoons, such as Bugs Bunny

“ahd Tom and Jerry.s

‘Tt>sa'delightful piece,”

Selva said. “It’s a show stop-
per.”

At Madonna

Most of the music sung by
the Madonna University Cho-
rale at its spring concert will
be upbeat, but there may be a
few tear-jerkers in the mix,

said director Kevin Cushman.
“Our theme for the concert
is If Music Be the Food of
Love, so these are smaller
selections and individual
pieces that deal with some
aspect of love. Most are seri-
ous. A few are not,” he said.
“It’sanice variety of pieces.”
The women in the group will
sing “Heart, We Will Forget
Him,” based on a poem by
Emily Dickinson accompanied
by piano and French horn. The
men will sing aJamaican folk
tune, “Marry a Woman Uglier
Than You.” The full choir will

GET OUT! EVENTS LISTING

features works by 36 artists on the
theme, "one word."

Contact: 734-416-4278;
plymoutharts.com

U-M MUSEUM OF ART

Time/Date: 11 am. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. through May
29

Location: 525 S. State Street, Ann
Arbor

Details: First U.S. exhibition of Chinese
artist Xu Weixin focuses on portraits of
Chinese coal miners and of Chinese
historical figures during the Cultural
Revolution

Contact: 734-764-0395;
umma.umich.edu

VILLAGE THEATER

Time/Date: 10a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday-
Friday and during public performances,
through April 28; meet and greet is 7-9
p.m. Thursday, April 7

Location: 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton

Details: "'Silent Images: Featured
Works of Chuck Schroeder" features
intricate pen and ink drawings

Contact: cantonvillagetheater.org

FILM

PENN THEATRE

Time/Date: 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, April 8-9; 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 10; and 7 p.m. Thursday,

April 14

Location: 760 Penniman, Plymouth
Details: "The Lady in the Van," $3
Contact: 734-453-0870;
www.penntheatre.com
REDFORD THEATRE

Time/Date: 8 p.m. April 15and 2 p.m.
and 8 p.m. April 16

Location: 17360 Lahser, just north of
Grand River Avenue in Detroit

Details: Three Stooges Festival, $6

Contact: 313-898-1481;
redfordtheatre.com

FUNDRAISERS

GIVING HOPE

Time/Date: 6:30-9 p.m. April 13
Location: Fox Hills Golf & Banquet
Center, 8768 N Territorial Road, Ply-
mouth

Details: The "Giving Our All for Family,
Fun and Fitness" event, presented by

SUBMITTED

The Millionaires play swing, blues, Latin jazz and more at the Blues @ The

Elks series, April 12 in Plymouth.

Giving Hope Women's Giving Circle,
includes food, a cash bar, shopping, a
fashion show from local shops and
boutiques, a raffle and a silent auction.
Admission is $35 and pre-registration is
required. Proceeds from the event will
help bring ShapeDown, a family weight
management program to the greater
Canton and Plymouth area

Contact: cantonfoundation.org

MICHIGAN JAZZ FESTIVAL
Time/Date: 3 p.m. Sunday, April 24
Location: VisTaTech Center, Schoolcraft
College main campus, 18600 Haggerty,
Livonia

Details: Sean Dobbins Organ Quartet
performs. Tickets are $15 by April 10 or
$20 at the door

Contact: Pat Minnick 734-462-4403;
music@schoolcraft.edu

HISTORY

KELSEY MUSEUM

Time/Date: 9a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday, and 1-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday,
through May 15

Location: 434 State St., Ann Arbor

Details: "Leisure and Luxury in the Age
of Nero: the Villas of Opiontis near
Pompeii," explores the lavish lifestyle
and economic interests of some of
ancient Rome's wealthiest and most
powerful citizens, who vacationed

along the Bay of Naples. Includes more
than 200 items on loan from lItaly.
Admission is free

Contact: 734-764-9304

PLYMOUTH HISTORICAL
MUSEUM

Time/Date: 14 p.m. Wednesday,
Friday-Sunday

Location: 155 S. Main, Plymouth

Details: Admission is $5 for adults, $2
for ages 6-17

Special event: Ghosts of Plymouth
walks begin at 5 p.m. and leave every 15
minutes, Saturday, April 23, circling
Kellogg park in downtown Plymouth.
Participants will hear tales of early
Plymouth from the characters them-
selves. Tickets are $10 per person.
plymouthhistory.org

Contact: 734-455-8940

MUSIC

BLUES@THE ELKS

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. the second Tues-
day of the month

Location: Plymouth Ann Arbor Elks
Lodge 325, 41700 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth

Details: The Millionaires, specializing in
swing, jJump blues, rhythm &blues and
Latin jazz, make their Elks debut on
April 12. Bring your dancing shoes. $5
donation

perform all other pieces, in-
cluding the upbeat “A Jubilant
Song” and “If Music Be the
Food ofLove.”

The Chorale consists of 41
singers and includes Madonna
music students and community
members.

For more information about
the Madonna concert call 734-
432-5708 or visit madonna.edu.
For more about the Schoolcraft
concerts call 734-462-4403

sdargay@hometownlife.com
Download our free apps for iPhone,
iPad or Android!

Contact: 734-453-1780

JAZZ@THE ELKS

Time/Date: 7-10 p.m. the last Tuesday
of the month

Location: Plymouth Ann Arbor Elks
Lodge 325, 41700 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth

Details: Los Gatos Latin Band from Ann
Arbor performs April 26. A $10 dona-
tion at the door includes hors d'oeuvres
Contact: 734-453-1780 or email ply-
mouthelks1780@yahoo.com

MAMA'S COFFEEHOUSE
Time/Date: Doors, 7 p.m., show, 8 p.m,
Saturday, April 16

Location: Birmingham Unitarian
Church, 38651 Woodward Ave., Bloom-
field Hills

Details: Songwriter, actor, Tim Grimm
performs. Meg Braun will open the
show. Admission is $15, and $13 for
students and seniors

Contact: mamascoffeehouse.org

NORTHRIDGE CHURCH
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday, April 14
Location: 49555 N Territorial Road,
Plymouth

Details: MercyMe, a contemporary
Christian music band performs. Tickets
are $50, $35, and $25

Contact: 800-965-9324; itickets.com

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE
Time/Date: Noon, Wednesday, April 13
Location: Kehrl Auditorium in the
VisTaTech Center on the main campus,
located on Haggerty between Six Mile
and Seven Mile, Livonia

Details: Violinist Gabriel Bolkosky
performs, with Michele Cooker on
piano. Free

Contact: 734-462-4403;
schoolcraft.edu/music

TRINITY HOUSE THEATRE
Time/Date: Most shows start at 8 p.m.,
doors open at 7:30 p.m.

.Location: 38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia
Details: John Latini and Jamie-Sue Seal
with The Springtails, April 8; Jill Jack
and Billy Brandt, April 9Most tickets $15,
and $12 for subscribers. Only cash and
checks accepted

Contact: 734-464-6302 for additional
information

Fora complete listing of events visit
hometownlife.com
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Workshop

W

hen you think of con-
diments — the ketch-
up, mustard or mayo
you slather on a sandwich —
does the word “healthy” come
to mind? Probably not. But an
upcoming workshop through
the Lathrup Village Recreation
Department will show you how
fun and easy it is to make con-
diments, sauces, dressings and
marinades thatare nutrient-
dense and healthful.

“We are so health conscious
nowadays, this seemed like
such a perfect fit for Lathrup
Village and our surrounding
communities,” said Maralee
Rosemond, recreation coor-
dinator.

The interactive session, 7-9
p.m., Tuesday, April 12, will be
presented by volunteer team
members of the nonprofit
Healthy Traditions Network -
the Metro Detroit Chapter of
the Weston A. Price Founda-
tion. Price was a dentist in the
1930s and 1940s who traveled
the world and discovered that
people who ate traditional diets
indigenous to their village or
community had much better
oral health and overall health
than people in industrialized
areas whose diets lacked es-
sential food factors.

“He was one of the first
authors of books on health
through nutrition. He realized
that most of our health comes
from our food as long as it’s
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features ‘nutrient-dense’ condiment-making

Diana
Wing

GUEST
COLUMNIST

good nutrient-rich food,” said
HTN Chapter leader, Susan
Randall of Birmingham, who
also is avendor in the Lathrup
Village Farmers Market (June-
October).

Randall explained that HTN
offers seminars and demon-
strations throughout the metro
area so that people can learn
about and experience foods
that sustain and uplift.

“We teach fermentation,
cultured foods, sour dough
bread, bone broth. We connect
consumers to farmers we
know ... that use organic prac-
tices,” she said. “They may
have pastured beef and chick-
en. They sell bones for the
bone broth and they sell eggs.
We also promote naturopathic,
functional doctors, chiroprac-
tors, and anybody that helps
with nutrition-based health,
and preventative and integra-
tive medicine.”

Bone broth

As bone broth is becoming
popular, Randall recommends
that consumers buy organic.
Bone broth benefits include
immune support, joint protec-

SUBMITTED

Learn to make nutrient-dense condiments.

tion, gut healing, bone
strengthening, increased ener-

“Bones collect what the
animals eat and there are very
toxic grains and chemicals.
Animals are shot up with anti-
biotics and hormones. You
don’t want that in your broth,”

she said. “I’ll buy organic
chickens and I'll save the
bones and I’ll make organic

turkeys and save the bones,

and when | get a bag full, it’s

slow and low in the crockpot.”
A panel of 4-6 persons from

HTN typically will present a
workshop and explain the food-
making process, provide reci-
pes, and bring product sam-
ples. For the nutrient-dense
condiment workshop, HTN
members will make fermented
mustard, two different kinds of
ketchup, a peanut sauce, a
mayonnaise and more.

Like many other members
of the group, Randall was look-
ing for support when she
joined HTN.

“l had awhole list of auto-
immune diseases,” she said. “I

was so sick | could barely
walk. Now I'm living avery
active, energetic life ... I'm so
happy | found Healthy Tradi-
tions Network to help me get to
another level of wellness. It’'s a
fabulous, fun group.”

HTN also will present a
program 7-9 p.m., Tuesday,
May 17, at Lathrup Village City
Hah. The guest speaker is
Richard Ng, M.D., from the
Center For Holistic Medicine
in West Bloomfield. A special-
ist in holistic medicine, sports
medicine, acupuncture, nutri-
tional medicine, natural hor-
mones, strength training and
conditioning, Dr. Ng will share
his knowledge on detoxing
your body naturally.

“He’s phenomenal. He’s the
man who saved my life. That’s
how | found the group,” Ran-
dall said.

Register for the Healthy
Traditions Network workshops
through PayPal by visiting the
events page at HTNetwor-
k.org, or by calling 248-828-
8494. Tickets are $20 per per-
son in advance. Pre-regis-
tration is required for Ng’s
program. Tickets are available
at the door for the nutrient-
dense workshops for $30 per
person. Call for special pric-
ing: $30 for 2 persons. Work-
shops will be held in the Com-
munity Room of Lathrup Vil-
lage City Hall located at 27400
Southfield Road.

Pair lamb with mint salsa or pesto for fresh flavor

S pring gatherings wouldn’t
be the same without one
classic centerpiece: leg of

lamb.

Whether roasted or grilled,
aleg of lamb is a tried and true
addition to the spring table. As
elegant as it is, it’'s also simple
to prepare.

For a new take on tradition,
swap conventional mintjelly
with a vibrant salsa verde or
mint-pistachio pesto for a
fresh, but familiar, flavor that
complements the rich taste of
American lamb. Follow these
easy guidelines for preparing
the perfect boneless leg of
lamb roast:

» For generous portions,
figure on one half pound of
American lamb per serving.

» Use a good meat ther-
mometer to determine done-
ness. medium rare: 145F; me-
dium: 160 F.

» Remove the roast from
the oven when the internal
temperature reaches 10 de-
grees less than your desired
temperature; it will reach de-
sired doneness while it rests,
allowing the meat’s juices to
settle.

» Carve the roast across the
grain so the meat will be ten-
der.

Find more springtime cele-
bration-worthy American lamb
recipe ideas at americanlamb-
.com.

Courtesy of Family Features

GRILLED BUTTERFLIED
AMERICAN LAMB LEG
WITH MINT-PISTACHIO
PESTO

Serves: 6-8

3 pounds boneless leg of
American lamb, butterflied

salt and pepper (to taste)

1cup shelled pistachios

1cup fresh mint (leaves only)

Yi cup fresh Italian parsley

% cup plus 2 tablespoons
extra-virgin olive oil

2 tablespoons red wine vinegar

1tablespoon lemon juice (to
taste)

1teaspoon lemon zest

Viteaspoon sea salt (to taste)

freshly ground black pepper (to
taste)

pinch red chili pepper flakes

Heat oven to 350 F.

Lay lamb leg open on a cutting
board. Trim off visible fat. Season
lamb generously with salt and
pepper; allow to sit at room temper-
ature for 30 minutes prior to grill-
ing.

Toast pistachios by placing in

single layer in shallow dish or pan
and baking 8 to 10 minutes.

In food processor, add pistachios,
mint, parsley, oil, vinegar, lemon
juice, lemon zest, salt, pepper and
chili flakes; blend until somewhat
chunky.

Heat grill to medium-high. Grill
lamb leg to medium-rare (remove
from heatwhen thermometer reads
between 130 F and 135 F), or to
desired doneness. Rest meat, lightly
covered, for at least 10 minutes
before serving. Slice meat across
grain into thin slices.

Serve lamb with pesto, grilled
vegetables and salad.

with

Mote/

> b

Mint is actually a great pairing

lamb but mint jelly?

A MINT PESTO,
CHIMICHURI

MINT
OR A SIMPLE

MARINADE OF LEMONS,
GARLIC AND FRESH MINT.

ROASTED BONELESS LEG OF AMERICAN LAMB WITH FINGERLING POTATOES, LEEKS AND MINT SALSA VERDE

Serves: 6-8

3 garlic doves, smashed and
peeled

2 cups loosely packed fresh
flat-leaf parsley leaves

1cup loosely packed fresh mint
leaves

3anchovy fillets

1tablespoon capers, drained and
rinsed

%teaspoon kosher salt

Viteaspoon freshly ground black
pepper

2 tablespoons plus 1/3%cup
extra-virgin olive oil, divided

3-3% pounds boneless leg of
American lamb, butterflied

2 \Bteaspoons kosher salt
divided

3 large leeks

2 pounds fingerling potatoes,
halved lengthwise

1tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil

Position rack in lower third of

oven (so roast will be in the middle)
and heat to 325 F.

W ith food processor running,

add garlic cloves. When finely
minced, stop motor, remove top and
scrape down bowl. Add parsley,
mint, anchovies, capers, salt and
pepper. Pulse until ingredients are
finely chopped. Pour in 2 table-
spoons olive oil and pulse to com-
bine. Transfer about two-thirds of
paste to small bowl and cover with
remaining olive oil. Cover tightly
and refrigerate until serving time,
or up to 2 days.

SUBMITTED

Roasted Boneless Leg of American Lamb with Fingerling Potatoes, Leeks

and Salsa Verde

Lay lamb flat on cutting board

with fat side up. Trim fatto no more
than /sinch. Turn meat over and
trim away any large chunks of fat
from interior, but leave the rest
intact. Be careful notto trim away
connective tissue that holds meat
together. Season lamb on both sides

with 2 teaspoons salt.

Spread salsa verde paste over
interior of meat to edges, rubbing
into crevices. Reserve remaining
salsa verde. Roll lamb up lengthwise
into cylinder. Use kitchen twine to
tie cylinder at 1 Vi-inch intervals. Tie
another piece of twine lengthwise

to secure ends. Allow lamb to sit at
room temperature 1-2 hours before
roasting. Ifyou plan to wait more
than 2 hours before roasting, loose-
ly cover and refrigerate roast, but
bring to room temperature before
cooking. Pat outside of roast dry
using paper towels before roasting.
Trim dark green tops from leeks.
Halve leeks lengthwise and rinse
well. Pat dry and cut into 2-inch
pieces. Put leeks and halved pota-
toes in large roasting pan. Drizzle
vegetables with olive oil, season
with remaining salt and toss to coat.
Spread vegetables around roasting
pan in even layer. Place lamb roast
on top, seam-side down and trans-
fer to oven. Roast until an instant-
read thermometer inserted into
center of meat reaches 135 F for
medium-rare, about 1-1 Zi hours.
Transfer lamb to cutting board

and allow meat to rest for 20-30
minutes, loosely covered with foil.
The internal temperature will in-
crease to 145 F. Bring reserved salsa
verde to room temperature. Toss
vegetables in roasting pan to coat in
pan drippings. If they are tender
and browned, set aside in awarm
spot while meat rests. If not, return
to oven to finish cooking.

Trim away kitchen twine and cut
roast into 'k-inch-thick slices. Ar-
range slices over vegetables. Stir
salsa verde to incorporate oil, spoon
it over meat and serve.
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Instructions for

IPhone and iPads
How to Download
Hometown life APP

Click on the iTunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field.
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options.
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.

Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your iTunes account page.

Sign in to your iTunes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly:

For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/icb o 0203119 ATk

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple. comvus/app/apple-store/icb 0 0203506 ATk

Instructions for

Smart Phones hometownlife

and Tablets

SPOUTS

How to Download sk
from Google Play

Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen. MU women cruise in
Click the APPS icon. Click search icon. WHAC playoff opener

0 Read Story Brad Em »taff vV.m,

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the
Observer and Eccentric from the
list of available selection options.

INES Updated 7:23am EST

Click the INSTALL bUtton Livonia and Westland
Once you are On the O&E page. ;v;leascl;ers advance to Lakeland Milford each

qualify two tor states

The browser will bring you to your
GOOGLE account page. Sign in
to your GOOGLE account and
follow prompts to complete the
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett.locaLlibrary.news.hometown life


http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8
https://itunes
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett.locaLlibrary.news

