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Plymouth ushers in 35th
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Nearly 100,000 visitors expected at 3-day event

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

World-class ice sculptors,
horse-drawn carriage rides, a
children’s ice playground, an
animal petting farm and a
winter market will greet as
many as 100,000 visitors as the

Plymouth Ice Festival marks a
milestone, 35th year,

“We're super excited to get
oing,” festival organizer
ames Gietzen said.

He conceded it’s difficult to
estimate the size of crowds
attending the three-day festi-
val, which runs Jan. 6-8in

Kellogg Park and all through
Plymouth’ picturesque down-
town. But, officials believe the
event draws 75,000 to 100,000

people.
It’s billed as one of Michi-
gan’s biggest —and best —
winter festivals.
~ “It’s definitely in the top
five in the state in the winter-
time,” Gietzen said.
E.G. Nick’, a popular res-

taurant and bar, draws crowds
to its patio ice bar —yes, it’s
really made of ice, just for the
festival —where patrons can
try specialty Svedka vodka
drinks. Others may choose the
warmth of a heated tent where
live bands play at 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday.

“It’s a lot of fun. The people
really love it,” manager Karen
Russo said.

LOCAL
GRADS TO
COMPETE
IN BOWL

GAMES
SPORTS, Bl

ice festival

Thny Bruscato, Plymouth
Downtown Development Au-
thority director, said the Ply-
mouth Ice Festival is regional
in scope and gives an economic
boost to local restaurants and
retail shops, both during the
event and beyond.

“I think a lot of people do
come looking for something to

See ICE FEST, Page A2

The year In(stagram) review
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BILLBRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

This image of Tanya Panizzo breaking seven concrete blocks at the Plymouth Fall Festival is just one of hundreds posted to Instagram by staff photographer Bill Bresler during
2016. Bresler complied a sampling of his images from both assignments for the Observer & Eccentric and during his personal travels that can viewed on page A4 inside and
online in a gallery at www.hometownlife.com. Bresler uploads photos made with his professional cameras to the phone, processes the files through Instagram and posts those
to his feed. Tojoin his Instagram feed search for user bbresler. Click on +Follow.

State Rep. Pagan to lead state Democratic campaign to win House

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

State Rep. Kristy Pagan, D-Can-
ton, is confident Democrats can
make fgams in the state House in

2018

Pagan

they listen to voters’ con-
cerns, recruit viable candidates and

develop an effective campaign

hometownlife.com
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strategy.

Pagan, a second-term state law-
maker, is one of four House Demo-
cratic Caucus leaders chosen to
lead the 2018 campaign amid hopes
that Democrats can win support
from voters and potentially take
majority control of the House.
Come Jan. 1, Republicans will have
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63 seats compared to Democrats’

“I think Democrats have to have
a new approach. Were not winning
an_((J]II we need to change that,” Pagan
said.

Pa?an and state Rep.-elect Kevin
Hertel, D-St. Clair Shores, will chair
the 2018 campaign while state Reps.
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Jon Hoadley, D-Kalamzoo, and Da-
vid LaGrand, D-Grand Rapids, will
serve as finance chairs. The team
was selected by incoming state
House Democratic Leader Sam
Smgp, D-East Lansing.

“The road to taking back the

See PAGAN, Page A2
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Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King ..

Canton Township will
once again honor the
memory and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. with a special tribute,
“Canton Celebrates Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.”
on Monday, Jan. 16, at
The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill, 50400 Cher-
ry Hill Road. )

Apunch and cookie
reception will begin at

ICE HEST

Continued from Page Al

do and to see the ice
sculptures, and they
want to see what we have
(in Plymouth),” Bruscato
said. “I think that encour-
ages people to come
back. Certainly they cant
hit everything in the few
hours they are down-
town.” )

_ Bruscato said orga-
nizers have been careful
to schedule the ice festi-
val prior to the North
American International
Auto Show in Detroit, so
that they arent compet-
ing for visitors.

Geitzen said the festi-
val is a way for Plymouth
to show its pride. =

“It really the hidden
ﬂem of Wayne County,”

e said. ]

An ice company deliv-
ers 400 separate
pound blocks of ice that
%et used to create about

0 different, finely de-
tailed ice sculptures,
Geitzen said. He said
35-40 ice sculptors are
expected, including par-
ticipants from Canada
and Ohio and also college
students who are learn-
ing to weave ice sculpt-
ing into their chosen
field. ]

Bruscato said the
festival draws some
“world-class” ice carv-
ers. ]

_ Geitzen said orga-
nizers will begin moving
ice into downtown Ply-

O bse

the Village Theater at 6
p.m., followed by the
main program at 6:30
p.m.

This annual event is
presented by the Canton
Commission for Culture,
Arts, and Heritage, mem-
bers of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Sub-
committee, and Canton
Township.

This year’s keynote

mouth as early as Jan. 3
for the festival.

Among the highlights:

» Adueling chainsaw
competition, which gives
ice carvers 15minutes
and one block of ice to
create their art, happens
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7.

_» The lights will be_
flipped on at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 6, to illuminate
an ice garden that can be
seen each night in Kel-
logg Park.

» On Penniman Ave-
nue, a winter market will
feature vendors offermg
Michigan-made food an
products. Hours are 5-8
p.m. Friday, 11a.m.to 7
p.m.Saturday and 11a.m.
to5p.m. Sunday.

» Weather permitting,
the festival will feature
horses, donkeys, dgoats
sheep, alpacaand a calf
from 11a.m. to 5p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
during a petting farm.

» Athree-mile family
walk/run happens at 8
a.m. Saturday, departing
from Kellogg Park and
ending up back there. No
registration is needed
and it’s free. Five-and
seven-mile also are avail-
able.

Geizten said the festi-
val is completely spon-
sorship-driven. To get
involved, call 248-817-
8836. The festival web-
site is plymouthicefestiv-
al.com.
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Saturday, December 31, 2016
BUFFET DINNER & SHOW

C

address, “Be the Differ-
ence” will be presented
by the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Su-
erintendent Monica L
erritt.

Merritt, who hails
from Alexandria, VA has
extensive experience as
a teacher, principal and
administrator and re-
sides in Plymouth Town-
ship with her family. She

is the
daughter
of Carol
and Her-
man
Boone,
who re-
ceived
great at-
tentionand
accolades for his time as
football coach of the TC
Williams High School, as

Merritt

portrayed in the Disney
movie, “Remember the
Titans” (2000).

The program will also
feature music by the
Workman Elementar
School Choir under the
direction of Keri L
Mueller. Additional mu-
sic will be provided by
the Interfaith Communi-
ty Outreach Choir direct-
ed by Inderjeet Talwar,

along with a presentation
by spoken word artist
Khadega Mohammed.

Tickets to this years
program are available at
the door $2 per person or
$5 per family; exact cash
appreciated. The recep-
tion is sponsored annu-
ally by Darian and Ral?/n—
da Moore of Keller Wil-
liams Realty of Ply-
mouth.

FILE PHOTO

Ice carver Aaron Whitten eyes the details on the sculpture he carved at a previous Plymouth Ice Festival.

PAGAN

Continued from Page Al

majority in the state
House begins today, and |
have faith in these lead-
ers to build our caucus
and return the voice of
working families to the
state Capitol,” Singh said
in a statement released
this month. “I look for-
ward to working with
this team to recruit
promising candidates
around the state, helping
them reach out to voters
and raising the resources
to take this campaign to

u e

ELVIS Tribute Starring: Matt King

With Live Orchestra

Tickets: $45.00 - Cash Bar

4pm & TPM
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

(Inside Knights Columbus Building)
19801 Farmington Rd. (Between 7 & 8 Mile)

Livonia, Ml 48152
Box Office; 248-473-7777

Visa-Master cards accepted

www.startributesfromlasvegas.com

every corner of the
state.”

Pagan has won two
state House races and
said she is up to the task
of moving Democrats
forward. )

“I think my experi-
ence running and win-
ning competitive elec-
tions brings a lot to this
team,” she said.

Pagan said Democrats
need to inspire more
voters and candidates to
get involved in the elec-
tion process and to use
technology to run effec-
tive campaigns. She
called for effortsto
“recruit top-notch candi-

dates, train them to run
very strategic campaigns
and coach them” to win.

Pagan said a strong
Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate in 2018 also
can help legislative can-
didates in the state
House and Senate.

“I hope it will be a
good year for Demo-
crats,” she said.

In her first term. Pa-
an served on the House
ppropriations and

House Oversight and
Ethics committees and
was viewed by Demo-
crats as a strong advo-
cate for pay equity.
school funding and do-

love drama?

forget to
OELETE YOUR

br ow ser

history

HATE DRAMA.?
GO TO CARS.COM.

Reseorn. Rrec. Frd, QK Gorse 'mhelps

you gt the ‘ight cur withou il the droc

mestic violence and sex-
ual assault prevention.
She has a bachelor’s de-
gree in education from
Western Michigan Uni-
versity and a master’s
degree in political man-
agement from the _
George Washington Uni-
versity.

As the 21st District
state legislator, her dis-
trict includes Canton,
Belleville and Van Buren
Township.

ddem@ hometowniife.com

Twitter: @ CantonObserver
734-972-0919

cars.com

ALL DRIVE. No drama.
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Still time to donate to Salvation Army Red Kettle effort

The Salvation Army of
Metro Detroit says there
is still time to give to the
2016 Red Kettle fundrais-
ing campaign. All tax-
deductible donations
made through the cam-
paign’s official end date
of Saturday, Dec. 31, will
be doubled thanks to

Trinity
Concert will celebrate

music of Blind Willie
Johnson

Six of Michigan’s best
roots and blues artists
join together for an eve-
ning celebrating the
music of Blind Willie
Johnson on Saturday Jan.
7,at 8 p.m. at IVinity
House Theatre, 38840
West Six Mile, Livonia._

The performance will
benefit Neighborhood
Service Organization.

The artists who will

erform include Joel

abus, Shari Kane and
Dave Steele, Jo Serrap-
ere and John Devine, Lac
La Belle, Danny Kroha
and Rollie Hissing.

Blind Willie Johnson
was a gospel blues singer
and guitarist who came
to prominence in the
1920s and 1930s. The
American based record
label. Alligator Records,
recently celebrated his
music with a tribute CD
called “God Don’t Never
Change - The Songs of
Blind Willie Johnson.”

The album received
two Grammy Award
nominations. )

_Joel Mabus made his
first record for a small
Michigan label in 1977
with mandolin legend
Frank Wakefield guest-
ing. Three years later, he
signed with Flying Fish
Records for a two-record
deal. In 1986 he was one
of the first indie folksing-
ers to start his own labe
(Fossil Records), even
before the advent of the
home studio and compact
disc, which makes the
practice so common
today.

“Mabus has toured
widely and makes his
living at music, though
he is flying under the
radar of American pop
culture. Whether you
label him folk, Ameri-
cana, or a singer-song-
writer, Mabus remains a
one-off, walking that _
lonesome valley, making
and marking his way as a
working artist outside
the confines of the usual
music business.

As an acoustic blues
duo, Shari Kane and
Dave Steele throw a four
handed guitar party of
original and time-hon-
ored blues, gospel, swing
and ragtime. Steeped in
Daves smoky vocals,
percussive rhythm and
Innovative lead lines,
Shari’s crisp picking
style, rootsy leads, and
stinging slidework, their
music has been de-
scribed as street swing
and stomp blues, suchas
atestament to sounds
once heard on the streets
of Harlem, the juke
joints of Mississippi, or
from the jug bands of
Memphis.

Jo Serrapere (sarah-
pear), a songwriter from
Detroit, started playing
guitar at 23 when seeking
out lessons from Delta
Blues guitarist, Shari
Kane. Shortly thereafter,
Jo began writing her own
songs while completing
her college studies in
clinical psychology.

_ She now plays at mu-
sic venues throughout
the United States. Wheth-
er recreating old songs
from the Mississippi
Delta or ﬁerformmg
songs in her own confes-
sional style, Jo’s music
stands orlﬁma! while
always reflecting her
love of American roots
music. Her eclectic writ-
ing and performance
fuses elements of various
modern and traditional
folk music, old-time and
electric blues, roots rock,
garage surf, swing and
alt-country.

John Devine, also a
Detroit native, attended
masters classes in classi-
cal guitar at Miami Uni-

matching support by
Detroit area businesses
and communlt¥ leaders.

The nonprofit organi-
zation is 10 percent be-
hind in donations, and
needs more than $3.5
million to reach its $3.4
million goal.

While the iconic red

kettles left storefronts on
Christmas Eve, select
Kroger locations will
host bell ringers and
kettles throughout metro
Detroit.

_ “The Salvation Army
is grateful for the gener-
osity of those supporting
the Red Kettle cam-

paign,” said Majlor Russ
Sjogren, general secre-
tary and metro Detroit
area commander for The
Salvation Army Eastern
Michigan Division.
“There is still great
need to help those in the
metro Detroit communi-
ty and 87 cents of every

dollar donated goes back
into the community.”
Red kettle donations
help support programs
and services that assist
families and individuals
throughout the year
across Wayne, Oakland
and Macomb counties. To
make a tax-deductible

contribution to The Sal-
vation Army, visit
www.salmich.org, text
SALMICH to 41444 or
call 877-SAL-MICH.
Send a check or mon-
ey order, made p%able
to The Salvation Army,
16130 Northland Drive,
Southfield, MI 48075.

House show celebrates Blind Willie

Rollie Tussing

Shari Kane and Dave Steele

versity. He went on to
explore traditional blues
styles and develop a love
for the race records of
the 1920s and 30s. John
performed as a solo blues
artist and songwriter
before teaming up with
Jo in 1998. He continues
to explore other forms of
American roots music
and teach his craft.

Lac LaBelleisan
acoustic duo from De-
troit, Michigan. Made up
of multi-instrumentalists
Jennie Knaggs and Nick
Schillace, Lac La Belle is
influenced by early
Americana, blending
history with the present
to create stories that
capture the human expe-
rience via accordion,
mandolin, banjo, ukulele,
organ, harmonizing vo-
cals, and finger-picking
resonator guitar. _

What sets this acoustic
duo apart is their utiliza-
tion of their varied expe-
riences; Schillace has a
separate career perform-
ing his instrumental
guitar pieces, and he
wrote the first academic
work on the recordings
of John Fahey; Knaggs
has history with New
Music compositions and
improvisations, including
her vocal work in Mat-
thew Barney’s film River
of Fundament. Their
separate experiences
learning folk and blues in
Appalachia, American
roots binds the duos com-
positions with a heavy
thread. _

_ Danny Krohaisa
singer, songwriter, guitar
plzg/er, record producer,
and performer who has
been working and per-
forming in Detroit since
the 1980s. In the last 30
years, he has been a

member of eight bands,
including the influential
blues-punk group the
Gories (singer and
rhythm guitarist) and the
minimalist, performance
art garage trio the Demo-
lition Doll Rods. Danny
has recorded albums and
singles which have been
released by various rec-
ord labels in the U.S. and
Europe.

His tours have taken
him across the U.S,,
through Europe and to
Brazil. His work has
been extensively written
about, including his first
solo full-length album,
Angels Watching Over
Me, released in 2015,
featuring traditional
gospel, blues, and folk
songs performed ona
range of instruments
including mouth harp,
diddley bow, and slide
guitar. o )
~ Award-winning guitar-
ist, educator and per-
former Rollie Hissing
has performed in concert
halls, major music festi-
vals and sidewalks all
over the United States
and parts of Europe. His
raggedy brand of music
is informed by the era of
78 rpm records, juke-
joints, and street per-
formers. He composes a
lot of his own songs and
has a knack for re-work-
ing an old obscure tune,
finding beauty in the
forgotten scratches, pops
and grooves of his esoter-
ic record collection.

After winning the
National Slide Guitar
Competition in 2001 Rol-
lie moved with his wife to
Portland Oregon. He
spent the next decade
touring, performing,
\_/vrltln_qhsongs and play-
ing with some of the best

Danny Kroha

regional and touring
musicians the West Coast
offered. In 2007 he
formed Rollie Hissing &
the Diminished Seven.
The band enjoyed many
enduring residencies in
some of Portland’s finest
venues as well as a devot-

SUBMITTED

ed following.

NSO provides services
that have impacted
countless children,

outh, adults, seniors, _
amilies, and communi-
ties since 1955. NSOs
empowering programs
and services provide

assistance for: older
adults with mental ill-
ness; children, youth, and
adults with develop-
mental disabilities; youth
leadership and advocacy
training; year-round
workforce development
for youth, young adults
and their parents; home-
less recovery services;
housing development;
community outreach for
ps?/chla'grlc emergencies;

all hotline for emergen-
cy shelter and housing
resources in Detroit;
training; and volunteer
opportunities for individ-
uals, groups, and organi-
zations.

Tickets are $20, $17
for subscribers and are
available at www.trin-
ityhousetheatre.org.

Winter 2016/2017
concerts

» Mark Jewett, Jan. 6,
8 p.m. $15, $12 subscrib-
ers )

» Celebrating the
Music of Blind Willie
Johnson, featuring Joel
Mabus, Shari Kane and
Dave Steele, Danny Kro-
ha, Jo Serrapere and
John Devine, Lac La_
Belle and Rollie Hissing,
Jan. 7,8 p.m. $20, $17
subscribers

» Empty Chair Night
featuring Annie and Rod
Capps, Joel Palmer and
Ed Scruggs, Jan. 8,7 p.m.
$12, $9 subscribers

» Luti Erbeznik, Jan.
13.8 p.m. $15, $12 sub-
scribers )

» Heather Styka with
Rachele Eve, Jan. 14,8
p.m. $15, $12 subscribers

» The Younce Guitar
Duo, Jan. 18,8 p.m. $15,
$12 subscribers

» Claudia Schmidt and
Sally Rogers, Jan. 21,8
p.m. $20, $17 subscribers

» Shari Kane and
Dave Steele with Eleanor
Ellis, Feb. 3,8 p.m. $15,
$12 subscribers

» Sam Corbin, Feb. 4,8
p.m. $15, $12 subscribers

» May Erlewine, Feb.
10.8 p.m. $20, $17 sub-
scribers

» Tia McGraff, Feb. 11,
8:00 p.m. $15, $12 sub-
scribers o

» Empty Chair Night
featuring Annie and Rod
Capps, Joel Palmer and
Amy Petty, Feb. 12, 7 p.m.
$12,$9 subscribers

» Songwriters Anon}]/—
mous Showcase, Feb. 17,
8 p.m. $15, $12 subscrib-
ers

» UnValentines Day
Show featuring John
Latini, Jamie-Sue Seal
and Dave Boutette, Feb.
18.8 p.m. $15, $12 sub-
scribers

» Tim Grimm Famil
Band, Feb. 24,8 p.m. $15,
$12 subscribers,

~»Jill Jack with Carl
Bins, Feb. 25,8 p.m. $]g
$12 subscribers

For more information,
call 734-464-6302 or visit
www.trinityhouse
theatre.org

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites all interested
and qualified companies to submit a proposal For Student Pictures for Fourteen Elementary
Schools and one Early Childhood Center. Specifications of the Request for Proposal (RFP)
are available on at PCCSK12.com, under departments and business office or by contacting
Kristen Hennessey, Director of Procurement, and Plymouth Canton Community Schools at
kristen.hennessev@pcckl2.com. Proposals will be accepted as specified in the Request for
Proposals at PCCS - E.J McClendon Educational Center located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth,
MI 48170 on/or before Thursday, January 12, 2017 at 10:00 am. Bids shall be labeled: Bid
document enclosed- “Photography Service Bid”. The Board of Education reserves the right
to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school district.

Rlidt Deentier B&OAN6

BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

KATE BORNINISKI

LO-0000305339 312.5
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AL BES IR SAFRHOTBRRHR

Salem High School cheer says "Believe in Blue.”

2016 bbresler Instagram iIn review

S taff Photographer Bill Bresler uses the In-
stagram social media app to make quick, direct
photographs of what he sees. These images are
a look back at what he photographed during

2016 both on assignment for the Observer & Eccentric

and in his personal travels. Bresler uploads photos

made with his professional cameras to the phone,
processes the files through Instagram and posts those
to his feed. Tojoin his Instagram feed search for user
bbresler. Click on -i-Follow.

Bl BB AR SAFR-OCETHR
Arlington National Cemetery.
Bl BES R SAFRHOGEHHR
Timothy Brown has had just about enough of graduation ceremonies.
Bl B3R SAHHOTEHR
Someone has her eye on the Westland Police Honor Guard.
Bl BES R SAFHOTRTHR

As the polls open on Election Day 2016. Kennedy Elementary
School in Livonia.

HIBR
Bl B R SAAHOURRHR SAF
Bubbles greets Sr. Nancy Marie Jamroz to the consternation of RHOUHRTHR
owner Cindy Wallet. Pet Blessing at Madonna University. John Kasich
- campaigns
L BERISAF I IC h in Livonia.

ROTRHR

Maria Taylor isa
member of the
Warnerettes
Parasol Drill Team.
Holly Days Parade
in Farmington.

Bl B R SAFHOGERHR
Kristen Bye selects herbs at the opening day of the Plymouth
Farmers Market.
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Church hosts city’s ‘biggest’ Christmas party

Maria Taylor
Correspondent

_ Holiday cheer was in
high gearat Ward
Church in Northville.
Horses clip-clopped
through the snowy park-
ing lot, pulling wagons
draped with garlands and
red bows. In Tront of the
main entryway, people
waiting for rides stopped
at a manger-themed pet-
ting zoo to say “hi” to the
camels, donkeys and
little goats.

Inside, the church was
an array of IPhts, carols
and general festivity for
Ward’s first-ever Jingle
Jam event, a holiday
carnival billed as “North-
ville’s Biggest Christmas
Party.”

Indeed, it may have
been; About 2,250 people
attended. Admission was
free, with attendees split
pretty evenly among
Ward members and non-
members.

“We think that’s great,
because that was our
goal,” said Barry McKen-
na, Ward’ executive
director. “Wejust did
major updates to the
church facility, soit’s a
chance to invite our com-
munity to see what our
church is like, as well as
to have a big Christmas
party for everyone. Itsa
gift that we would like to
give to the community.”

Susan Rabinson o
Novi, who spent most of
the day working in the
cookie-decorating room,
was one of the 500 volun-
teers who helped staff
the event. “It’s so good to
see the people that come
—we love welcoming
them here,” she said.
“The transformation in
the church is amazing.”

McKenna and his
team pulled out all the
stops. There was a DJ
playln? Christmas songs,
several bouncy houses
and a big green bouncy
obstacle course that
stretched the length of an
entire hallway. “Who
would have ever thought
we’d have this in our

At WindowPRO,

Bekah Greenman, 25, of Livonia, sings "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" in the show's finale.

Horse-drawn wagons crisscrossing the Ward parking lot.

narthex?” McKenna said,
laughing.

Around the comer,
near the church’ brand-
new cafe and indoor
playground, several mo-
torized trains whistled
their horns, waiting to
take kids and their par-

ents through a tunnel of
lights to several rooms
with bumper cars, ]
games, crafts and cookie-

ecorating stations.

Highlighting the day

were three performances
of a special Christmas
show, put on by the

we pride ourselves on
presenting the best quality
replacement windows, patio
doors and entry and storm doors.

Privately owned for 5 generations, the
WindowPRO team has a combined 200 years of
experience in the window and door industry.
Our history, expertise and dedication to
our customers make us a leader in
window and door replacement.

WindowPRO
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MARVIN

Windows
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Built around you?
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church’s FX or “Family
experience” production
team. Green and red
lights swirled through
the darkened auditorium
as performers and a live
band acted and sang the
Christmas story and its
message of joy, finishing

«30

MRARAIOR

with a rousing version of
“We Wish You a Merry
Christmas.”

The big, splashy FX
shows are a monthl
occurrence at Ward,
where they tie into the
church’s Christian educa-
tion program. “Every
month, we talk about a
different virtue —hon-
esty, persistence, trust,”
said md?/ Ziemba, direc-
tor of children’s ministry.
“We take a positive vir-
tue and present it ina
way that’s fun.” That
means drama, music,
high-energy perfor-
mance, lights and sound,
all with the goal of get-
ting kids engaged.

att Greenman
served as Jingle Jam
project manager. He is
Ward’s director of ele-
mentary ministries and
he runs the church’s FX
productions. ]

“We're very passion-
ate about family... reig-
niting that flame of fam-
ily togetherness, espe-
cially at Christmastime,”

1

Greenman said. “Our
oal is that what we do
ere transfers home and

affects conversations.

These big, dynamic pro-

ductions ... provide talk-
ing points at home, keep
conversations going all
week long.”

Dan Waidelich,
dressed in Renaissance
garb, was one of the ac-
tors in the production. In
between shows, he hung
out in the hallway, giving
kids impromptu acting
lessons. “Imagine some-
one just gave you the
worst Christmas present
ever —a box of rocks,”
he said as a crowd start-
ed to gather.

Aidan Stratton, 8, and
Amaris Gr_ubaugh, 10,
followed his lead, making
their best “shocked”
faces and throwing their
hands into the air. Both
kids are Ward attendees,
hailing from Livonia, and
said they’d been having a
great afternoon.

“We liked the plays-
cape, the bumper cars,
and of course the show—
all about joy during the
hollda_)gs and the story of
Jesus’birth,” said Chris-
tine Grubaugh, Amaris’
mom.

Aidan couldnt pick a
favorite activity. “All of
it,” he said.

Down the hallway, the
Perez family got their
photo taken against a
snowy Christmas back-
drop. T(}Ae)/’re not mem-
bers at Ward, but they
thought Jingle Jam was
pretty neat. ™l like it—I
think it’s cool,” said
Yvette Johnson as her
family left the photo
station. )

That’s exactly the kind
of introduction to Ward
that McKenna was hop-
ing to provide.

“It’salarge church,
sometimes, people might
be intimidated to come to
regular church service,”
he said. “But then some-
one might come to this,
think “This is fun,”and
come back. We're trying
to break down those bar-
riers.”

O FF

EACH WINDOW

« 60

1

O FF

EACH PATIO OR ENTRY DOOR

See store for details. Not good with other offers
or on previous deals.

FREE STORM DOOR WITH ENTRY DOOR PURCHASE

(CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH $600 OFF ENTRY DOOR)

NO INTEREST UNTIL 2018
EXTRA 5% OFF FOR MILITARY VETERANS OR SENIOR
CITIZENS (CAN BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS)
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Gift giving brings joy to first-graders, seniors

The heart-warming
sounds of excited kids
(who know the holidays
are near) rang through
the halls of Botsford
Commons - ABeaumont
Community.

It was another suc-.
cessful year for the Giv-
ing Tree, an annual pro-
ject Botsford Commons
organizes to bring the
“gift” of reading to the
students at Botsford
Elementary in Livonia.
As a Title I'school, Bots-
ford Elementary is locat-
ed in an area with low-
income families, many
without books and many
without a daily reading
influence. Botsford Bud-
dies, a monthly program
during the school year,
provides students’the
opportunity to read out
loud to visiting residents.
The special relationship
between the seniors and
the students began the
idea for the Giving I\Vee
and now is a successful,
annual event.

More than 60 first-
raders from Botsford
lementary walked into

the dining room at Bots-
ford Commons and sang
holiday songs with their
innocent voices and
smiles of pure joy. The
sounds of ecstatic kids
echoed in the room when
Santa walked in - a tear-
jerking moment for
many who were there.
Santa greeted the stu-
dents and asked if they’d

Substitute teacher shortage is reaching critical

Lori Higgins

Detroit Free Press

You've probably seen
the billboards on high-
ways across Michigan,
screaming in bold, blue
letters. “SUBSTITUTE
TEACHERS NEEDED.”
They underscore a crisis
afoot in school districts
all over the state.

Substitute teachers
are becoming increasing-
ly scarce, causinga
shortage that is making it
difficult for schools to
cope when there are
absences due to illness or
family emergency, or for
those times when a
teacher needs to be away
for training. Many tie the
shortages to declines in
the number of people
pursuing teaching as a
full-time career.

“We're all competing
for the same group of
employees,” said Clark
Ga Iovva¥f president of
EDUStaft, which pro-
vides staffing, including
substitute teachers, to
more than 300 school
districts statewide.

“It’s a huge problem,”
said Wendy Zdeb, exec-
utive director of the
Michigan Association of
Secondary School Princi-
pals. “You are seeing

BOTSFORD COMMONS

Santa visits with more than 60 first-graders from Botsford Elementary School in Livonia.

been good this year. Of
course, the answer was
yes and, with that, the
ﬁlft giving began. Santa’s
elpers included staff
and teachers, but the real
helpers were the gift
donors.

“Aspecial thanks to
staff, families and resi-
dents at Botsford Com-
mons for donating funds
to purchase brand new,
hand-picked books from
Scholastic for each stu-
dent,” said Colleen Kash-
awlik, manager of busi-
ness development at

Botsford Commons. “A
gracious thank you goes
to the two anonymous
donors who purchased
Michigan sports blankets
from ft"o Sports Zone
and brand new, cuddly
stuffed animals for every
student as well.”

In addition, each stu-
dent chose a holiday
painting from Painting
with a Twist in Farming-
ton Hills and bags from
Senior Helpers of South-
eafstt Michigan held their
gifes. -

This year, a shining

IF YOU WANT TO BE A SUBSTITUTE

TEACHER

Michigan issues four types of substitute teacher permits. The
most basic isthe daily substitute permit. Among the require-

ments:

m 90 semester hours of satisfactory credit from one or more
regionally accredited two- or four-year colleges or universities.
m Satisfactory credit means a grade of Cor better

m Limited in a single teaching assignment to no more than 90

days

Other permits cover longer-term assignments. For information,
go to www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Permit_

Overview_529841_7.pdf

Want to sub? EDUStaff works with more than half of the
school districts in Michigan. You can call the company at 877-
974-6338. Other companies provide substo schools, too. Con-
tact the local school district you're interested in working in and

find out who you should contact.

principals having to cov-
er classes onaregular
basis.”

It’s Galloway’s compa-
ny that has put up about
40 billboards on state
highways, hoping to lure
people into considering
sub |_n%._ ]
Michigan law requires
substitute teachers to
have completed 90 col-
lege credit hours. But
many districts go beyond
those requirements,
opting only to take on
people with a teaching
certificate. =~

In some districts,
administrators are of-
fering incentives to get

people in the door.

In Wayne-Westland
Communlt%/ Schools, for
instance, the daily rate
for subs who take on
long-term assignments
and retirees who return
to sub have been in-
creased from the stan-
gard $90a day to $110a

ay.

yB_ut the problem still
persists, And it’s not just
In Michigan. Galloway
said the fill rate —the
percentage of open Cs)osp
tions—has declined
from about 95 percent in
2012 to as low as 85 per-
cent in 2016.

That means a school

“star” was placed on to
of the beautiful event. It
came in the form of a
conversation between
Fritz Putkela, a resident
at Botsford Commons,
and Santa. In front of the
entire room, they chatted
about when Putkela was
a boy 100 years ago, plus
all the Christmas Eve
visits Santa had made.
Santa told Putkela this
Christmas Eve would be
his favorite visit, because
he would get to see him
on his 100th birthday, a
gift that knows no price.

district that needs 100

subs on a given day may

]cc)_r|1llydget 85 openings
illed.

“That means we have
15 classes that do not
have a teacher, that do
not have classroom man-
agement, that do not
have a mentor,” Gallo-
way said.

Schools then have to
scramble to combine
classes, enlist principals
to help or have teachers
give up their preparation
time to cover classes for
absent colleagues.

_“You can imagine the
disruption at the building
level when we're unable
to put a substitute in
place,” Galloway said.
“Children are not receiv-
ing proper education
during those situations.
If it’s one unfilled posi-
tion or it’s 15, it still a
problem.” )

Judy Pritchett, chief
academic officer for the
Macomb Intermediate
School District, said “it’s
a symptom of a much
blgger problem.”

he and others cite a
drop inthe number of
people pursuing teachin
as a career. In April 2015,
the Free Press reported
there was a 38 percent
decline inenrollment in

BOTSFORD COMMONS

First-graders from Botsford Elementary in Livonia walked
away with presents, courtesy of generous donors.

While listening to a room
full of Putkela’s friends,
literally from 1to 92, sing
“Happy Birthday,” it
became clear. Santa has
been very good to Fritz
Putkela, a charming
100-year-old storyteiler
from the Upper Penin-
sula. Every birthday, on
Christmas Eve, Putkela
was gifted with time —
the one gift that every-
one wants, but is never
guaranteed.

teacher preparation pro-
grams from the 2008-09
to the 2012-13 school
years.

Adecade ago, Gallo-
way said, the typcal sub
was a recent college
graduate with a teaching
certificate. Graduates
would be lined up out the
door, he said, to take on
substitute teaching posi-
tions because it was often
a gateway toward a more
permanent position.

But the number of
people receiving teach-
ing certificates —now
those who actually pur-
sue teaching after going
through a prep program
—is dropping signifi-
cantlg. In Michigan, the
numbers fell from 6,058
during the 2009-10 school

ear 10 4,559 during the

16-16 school year, ac-
cording to the latest fig-
ures from the Michigan
Department of Educa-
tion. . .

Now the typical sub is
43, predominantly female
and a returning-to-work
mother without a teach-
ing certificate, Galloway
said. o

Amore specific sign
of the times: During the
2014-15 school year, the
Wayne-Westland district
received 695 applications

“This holiday season
and into next year, enjoy
each other, be kind to
your neighbor and re-
member, relationships
know no age,” Kashawlik
said. “The community’s

enerosity to Botsford

lementary students and
the residents of Botsford
Commons is a true testa-
ment to the power of
people and the holiday
spirit.”

stage

for elementary teaching
jobs. Superintendent

ichele Harmala said.
During the 2015-16 school
year, that number had
dwindled to 270. At the
high school level, the
numbers declined from
299 to 85 during the same
period.

“The state really
needs to do something,”
Harmala said. “We have
to look at... why are stu-
dents not going into edu-
cation.”

The decline is due to a
number of factors, with
some saying the profes-
sion has become less
attractive because of
increased demands, pay
cuts, weakened bargain-
ing rights and cuts In
salaries and benefits.

Harmala said this
school year is her first in
30years in education in
which she had full-time
elementary jobs go un-
filled until late October.

She used long-term
subs to staff those class-

€s.
“I've been trying to
get the message across
with our legislators, to
help them understand
that the reality of a po-
tential shortage isn
looming —it’ here,”
Harmala said.

Rising interest rates will hurt some people, help other consumers

A sexpected, for
only the second
time since the

Great Recession, the

Federal Reserve has

decided to raise interest

rates. The feds raised

Interest rates one-quar-

ter point and gave every

indication that we would
see more rate increases
in 2017. I’ve frequently
been asked if it is good or
bad for ordinary people
when the Federal Re-
serve raises interest
rates. My answer —ris-
ing interest rates are
good for some people and
not so good for others. It
all depends on your situa-
tion. ]
_Those who tyci)lcally_
will be impacted negativ-
ely are those who cur-
rently have adjustable-
rate debt and those who
are Iookln%at borrowing
money in the near future.

There are many mort-

gages and credit cards

offering adjustable-rate
interest plans. When
interest rates go up, so
does your interest rate.

People with adjustable-

rate debt will see their

interest increase at the
next adjustment. Typical-
ly, adjustable-rate mort-

gages will adjust once a

year, whereas adjustable-

rate charge cards adjust
more frequently.
In addition, people

Rick
Bloom

MONEY
MATTERS

who want to borrow mon-
ey inthe near future will
be faced with higher
interest rates. Ifyou
apply for a mortgage six
months from now, I have
no doubt that interest
rates will be higher. Asa
result, you will be paying
a larger monthly pay-
ment.

On the other hand,
there are also many win-
ners as a result of the
Federal Reserve policy.
If you’re an individua
who likes to travel
abroad, with the Federal
Reserve raising interest
rates, it’s more likel
than not that the U.S.
dollar will strengthen
against foreign currency.
Americans traveling
abroad will see that their
dollar has more buying
power than it did before;
their trip will be more
affordable.

Others who will bene-
fit from higher interest
rates are those who save
money in banks and such
vehicles as CDs and mon-
ey market accounts.
Although I believe it will
be a while before interest
rates on CDs and money

markets will rise, those
who save in these types
of vehicles will see high-
er returns in the not-so-
distant future. Particular-
ly for seniors who typi-
cally keep a good portion
of their money in banks,
rising interest rates fpro-
vide a great sense 0
relief for them. After all,
over the last decade or
S0, with interest rates
artificially low, it has
disproportionately hurt
our seniors.

_ Others who may bene-
fit from rising interest
rates are consumers who
purchase imported
goods. With interest rates
rising, it once again will
strengthen the U.S. dol-
lar against other cur-
rencies. Prices onim-

orted goods should be
ess expensive, helping
consumers.

Even though interest
rates are rising, others
who could also benefit
are those who need to
borrow money but can-
not. In many Sectors of
our economy, it has been
difficult for people to
borrow money for such
things as starting a busi-
ness. With higher in-
terest rates, banks will
now have a greater in-
centive to loan money. If
banks do make it easier
to borrow, it could spur
economic growth, which

has been anemic in our
economy as of late.

Rising interest rates
can alsobe a benefit to
stock market investors.
As the Federal Reserve
pointed out, it is return-
Ing to a policy of normal-
ization and this may, once
again, make stocks trade
on their fundamentals,
With interest rates artifi-
cially low, markets have
been more difficult for
investors to understand.
Areturn to normalization
could make the markets
a little more predictable,
which will help investors.

The bottom line is, in
any move by the Federal
Reserve regarding in-
terest rates, there are

oing to be winners and
osers. The key is if you
are going to lose due to
rising interest rates, look
at ways to reduce the
impact. That could be
accelerating the payment
of the debt or even con-
verting an adjustable-
rate mortgage into a
fixed-rate mortgage.

One thing everyone
should keep in mind is,
although interest rates
are nsmgl it is not going
to immediately impact
the rates that were paid
on CDs and money mar-
ket accounts. It séems
those rates dont move
until we have at least two
or three interest rate

increases. Although the
Federal Reserve has said
we will see those in-
creases in 2017, there can
be all sorts of reasons
that the Federal Reserve
backs off from that pol-
icy. Therefore, people
have to take a wait-and-
see attitude as to exactly
how much interest rates
will rise on savings ac-
counts, CDs and money
market accounts.

I always tell investors
to never overreact to
changes such as the Fed-
eral Reserve raising
interest rates or even
change in tax laws. Too
many investors feel that,
when something hap-
pens, they have to react.

it ais NhoesCReTaER

How to reach us:

In many situations, | tell
investors the best course
of action is to do nothing.
Remember, when making
any investment decision,
don focus on what the
stock market is doing or
the direction of interest
rates. The key is your
situation. What your
neighbor may be doing
may be great for their
situation; it just may not
be good for you.

Rick Bloom isa fee-only
financial adviser. His website is
www.bloomasset
management.com. Ifyou
would like him to respond to
questions, email
rick@bloomasset
management.com.
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Deadlines:

Friday, 4:00 p.m. for Sunday papers

Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. for Ttiursday papers
Holiday deadlines are subjectto change.

BADENHOOP

BRANDON JAMES age 32,
died December 23, 2016.
Funeral service at 1 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 28,
at Staffan-Mitchell Funeral
Home, Chelsea. Visitation from
11 a.m. until time of service.
Obituary at
www.mitchellfuneral.com

May peace be
A, with'you in this
"™ time of sorrow.
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USA SWIMMING

Teen makes splash at
National Championships

Plymouth-Canton Cruisers swimmer, 14, keeps getting better with help from ‘Coach Z’

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

Cutting through the water
and cutting to the chase is all
good for Sophia lliinman of the

lymouth-Canton Cruisers.

The 14-year-old Tliinman
competed Nov. 30through Dec.
3at the USA Swimming AT&T
Winter National Championships
in Atlanta, Georgia.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

_ She was one of only four
girls ages 14and undér partici-
pating, and she came in 3%th
during preliminaries of the
women’ 100-yard backstroke
with a time of 56.13 seconds.
She entered the event with a
seed time of 1:04.51, so her hard
work helped shave a significant
chunk of time.

“Going to a national meet
was one of the most exciting

events that have taken place in
my swmmmg career along
with many other achieve-
ments,” said lhinman, a ninth-

rader at NorthviUe High

hool. “The national meet

provided me with some experi-
ence and a list of things | need
to improve on in order to qual-
ify for World THals.”

See TUINMAN, Page B2

Catholic Central graduate Matt Godin is the starting nose tackle on Michigan’s defensive line.

GARY SHOOK |WESTERN MICHIGAN ATHLETICS

Brother Rice grad Lucas Cherocci (No. 46) has been a standout special
teams player for undefeated Western Michigan this season.

GIVING BACK

TIM SMITH, EDITOR
TSMTH@HOVETOMLIFECOM
248-926-2237

SUBMITTED

Plymouth-Canton Cruisers swimmer Sophia Tuinman (ieft) and her coach,
7' Morgan, share a moment at the recent USA Swimming AT&T Winter

National Championships in Atlanta.
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CC, Rice grads ready

for bowl games

Godin, Cherocci
making impact for

U-M, W estern

Mike Rosenbaum
Correspondent

Three Michigan schools
earned invitations to college
football bowl games in 2016,
with each berth representing
a significant milestone.

The University of Michi-

an will face Florida State in
the Orange Bowl on Friday.
While the Wolverines had”
legitimate national champi-
OnShlﬁ playoff hopes all sea-
son, the Orange Bowl berth is
another step forward for the
Bro ram that was revitalized

y Jim Harbaugh’s hiring as
head coach two years ago.
_ Meanwhile, Western Mich-
igan is preparing for the
most significant bowl game
in program history, as the

unbeaten Broncos square off
with Wisconsin in the Cotton
Bowl onJan. 2

Last week. Eastern Michi-
gan capped a 7-win season by
returning to bowl action after
a 29-year drought. Despite a
24-20loss to Old Dominion in
the Bahamas Bowl on Dec.
23, the bowl berth symbolizes
Eastern improving for-
tunes.

See BOWLS, Page B3

‘Crossover’ charity game raises $5,000

First annual basketball game between

West and Liberty middle schools unites community

Cherise Rose
Correspondent

Basketball fans filtered in
as the doors opened Dec. 16 at
Canton’ Liberty Middle
School. _

The game plan was to in-
volve students, families, school
staff and local business in an
event to foster the spirit of
%lvmg back to those in need
throughout Plymouth and Can-
ton.

After Plymouth-Canton
Community School teacher
Marc Szalka reached out to the
district and Educational Excel-
lence Foundation, he was able

to organize the first annual
Crossover Charity Basketball
Game.

It was a success on and off
the court. The game itself was
a crowd-pleaser, and more than
5,4 so far has been raised
and donated to Plymouth Good-
fellows, Canton Goodfellows,
Liberty Intervention Fund and
West Intervention Fund.

There were more than 300
people in attendance as the
stands were full of energy,
cheering and chanting either
for West or Liberty middle
school teams comprised of
teachers, administrators, para-
professionals and custodians.

During the first quarter,
neither team was able to make
a dent in the scoreboard. After
many efforts of the mixed-
ability teams, mostly non-
basketball players. West man-
agedtogainalead.

Both teams had their school
mascots. West Bulldog and
Liberty Lion lighting up the
crowds, leading spirited
cheers for defense.

The game was intense as the
score was within a few baskets
for either team until the big
upset in the fourth quarter.
West’s Brett Wells lit the gym

See GAME, Page B2
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Wearing different colors didn't matter to these two youngsters, who
enjoyed the Crossover game at Liberty Middle School.
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Novi pulls away from Patriots for 7-0 victory

Giragosian leads with

2 goals, assist

Brad Emons
hometownllfe.com

Senior forward Alec Girago-

sian notched two goals and an
assist Friday night as host
Novi ran its unbeaten streak to
six games with a 7-0 Kensing-
ton Conference boys hockey
crossover win over Livonia
Franklin at Novi Ice Arena.

The Wildcats, who improved

to 8-2-1 overall and 4-2-1 in the
KLAA’ Central Division,
broke open a close game by
scoring five goals in the final
period. o

Novi, which won its fifth
straight, jumped out to a 1-0
first period lead on Derek
DuBois’ goal at 2:14 from Evan
Chippa and Ryan Wexler. The
Wildcats then made it 2-O at
3:02 of the second period on
Ryan Fondas pal from Gira-
gosian and Chippa. )

The ﬂoo_dﬁates opened in
the third with Novi goals com-
ing from Giragosian (from

Chris Martin); Anthony Luongo

from Brandon Kour); Chippa
from Logan Londo and Mitch-
ell Grinshpun); Alex Scarozza
ghorthanded from Nathan
raff); and Giragoshian (from
DuBois and Chippa).

Meanwhile, Novi senior
netminder Manny Legace Jr.
posted his third shutout of the
season. )

The loss dropped the Patri-
ots to 1-9overall and 04 inthe
KLAA South.

NORTHVILLE 7, CANTON 1:
Senior Easton Rea notched his
first varsity goal and added an
assist on Dec. 21 as the host
Mustangs (5-4,2-2 KLAA Cen-
tral) romped to a Kensington
Conference crossover victory
over the Chiefs (2-5,1-3 KLAA
at Novi Ice Arena,

_ “Wedid anice job of crash-
ing the net and generatin
offensive from that,” sai
Northville coach Clint Robert,
whose team out-shot Canton
47-18. “That is something as a

TUNMAN

Continued from Page Bl

Her coach with the P-C
Cruisers, Alexandra “Z” Mor-
gan, said the progression the
youngster continues to make is
no surprise given her unrelent-
ing work ethic. .

“Sophia is very driven, yet
down to earth,” Morgan said.
“She has big goals but ve_rP/
Little fear. Most sports will label
this an X-factor, because it is

Arare that kids, even at high
levels of sport, don't have some
type of fear of failure.

“Sophia can look at good and
bad races, without a large
range of emotions. She’s a hap-

y WH that likes to work really

ard.” )

Does she ever, Atypical
workout week with the P-C
Cruisers includes seven or
eight mEF to the pool, either at
Canton High School or the Ply-
mouth Arts and Recreation
Complex.

AVE

Continued from Page Bl

up with a shot from a special
five-point box set up outside
the three-point line. With only
seconds ticking away ona
49-45 scoreboard, the Liberty
Lions humbly accepted defeat
as the Bulldogs let the clock
run down.

Although, West Middle
School took home the first
annual Crossover Trophy, the
whole community won.
_Inaddition to helping those
in need through Goodfellows,
the Crossover charity estab-
lished intervention funds to
support at-risk student pro-
grams for academic interven-
tions and assistance for Liber-
ty Middle School and West
Middle School.

To date, more than $5,000
has been raised, a feat accom-
plished through business spon-
sorships, concessions, raffle
tickets, T-shirt sales and ad-
mission fees.

Some lucky fans also
walked away with some fab-
ulous prizes like a set of four
Detroit Red Wings tickets, a
\s/{;;ned_Dylan Larkin Red