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Nearly 100,000 visitors expected at 3-day event

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

World-class ice sculptors, 
horse-drawn carriage rides, a 
children’s ice playground, an 
animal petting farm and a 
winter market will greet as 
many as 100,000 visitors as the

Plymouth Ice Festival marks a 
milestone, 35th year.

“We’re super excited to get 
going,” festival organizer 
James Gietzen said.

He conceded it’s difficult to 
estimate the size of crowds 
attending the three-day festi­
val, which runs Jan. 6-8 in

Kellogg Park and all through 
Plymouth’s picturesque down­
town. But, officials believe the 
event draws 75,000 to 100,000 
people.

It’s billed as one of Michi­
gan’s biggest — and best — 
winter festivals.

“It’s definitely in the top 
five in the state in the winter­
time,” Gietzen said.

E.G. Nick’s, a popular res­

taurant and bar, draws crowds 
to its patio ice bar — yes, it’s 
really made of ice, just for the 
festival — where patrons can 
try specialty Svedka vodka 
drinks. Others may choose the 
warmth of a heated tent where 
live bands play at 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday.

“It’s a lot of fun. The people 
really love it,” manager Karen 
Russo said.

Tbny Bruscato, Plymouth 
Downtown Development Au­
thority director, said the Ply­
mouth Ice Festival is regional 
in scope and gives an economic 
boost to local restaurants and 
retail shops, both during the 
event and beyond.

“I think a lot of people do 
come looking for something to

See ICE FEST, Page A2
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STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Bill Bresler during

BILLBRESLERI
This image of Tanya Panizzo breaking seven concrete blocks at the Plymouth Fall Festival is just one of hundreds posted to Instagram by staff photographer Bill Bresler dur 
2016. Bresler complied a sampling of his images from both assignments for the Observer & Eccentric and during his personal travels that can viewed on page A4 inside and 
online in a gallery at www.hometownlife.com. Bresler uploads photos made with his professional cameras to the phone, processes the files through Instagram and posts those 
to his feed. To join his Instagram feed search for user bbresler. Click on +Follow.

State Rep. Pagan to lead state Democratic campaign to win House

Pagan

Darrell Clem
hometownlife.com

State Rep. Kristy Pagan, D-Can- 
ton, is confident Democrats can 
make gains in the state House in 
2018 if they listen to voters’ con­
cerns, recruit viable candidates and 
develop an effective campaign

strategy.
Pagan, a second-term state law­

maker, is one of four House Demo­
cratic Caucus leaders chosen to 
lead the 2018 campaign amid hopes 
that Democrats can win support 
from voters and potentially take 
majority control of the House. 
Come Jan. 1, Republicans will have

63 seats compared to Democrats’
47.

“I think Democrats have to have 
a new approach. We’re not winning 
and we need to change that,” Pagan 
said.

Pagan and state Rep.-elect Kevin 
Hertel, D-St. Clair Shores, will chair 
the 2018 campaign while state Reps.

Jon Hoadley, D-Kalamzoo, and Da­
vid LaGrand, D-Grand Rapids, will 
serve as finance chairs. The team 
was selected by incoming state 
House Democratic Leader Sam 
Singh, D-East Lansing.

“The road to taking back the

See PAGAN, Page A2
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Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Canton Township will 

once again honor the 
memory and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. with a special tribute, 
“Canton Celebrates Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.” 
on Monday, Jan. 16, at 
The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill, 50400 Cher­
ry Hill Road.

A punch and cookie 
reception will begin at

the Village Theater at 6 
p.m., followed by the 
main program at 6:30 
p.m.

This annual event is 
presented by the Canton 
Commission for Culture, 
Arts, and Heritage, mem­
bers of the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Sub­
committee, and Canton 
Township.

This year’s keynote

address, “Be the Differ­
ence” will be presented 
by the Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools Su­
perintendent Monica L. 
Merritt.

Merritt, who hails 
from Alexandria, VA, has 
extensive experience as 
a teacher, principal and 
administrator and re­
sides in Plymouth Town­
ship with her family. She

is the 
daughter 
of Carol 
and Her­
man 
Boone, 
who re­
ceived Merritt 
great at­
tention and
accolades for his time as 
football coach of the TC 
Williams High School, as

portrayed in the Disney 
movie, “Remember the 
Titans” (2000).

The program will also 
feature music by the 
Workman Elementary 
School Choir under the 
direction of Keri L. 
Mueller. Additional mu­
sic will be provided by 
the Interfaith Communi­
ty Outreach Choir direct­
ed by Inderjeet Talwar,

along with a presentation 
by spoken word artist 
Khadega Mohammed.

Tickets to this year’s 
program are available at 
the door $2 per person or 
$5 per family; exact cash 
appreciated. The recep­
tion is sponsored annu­
ally by Darian and Ralyn- 
da Moore of Keller Wil­
liams Realty of Ply­
mouth.

ICE FEST
Continued from Page A1

do and to see the ice 
sculptures, and they 
want to see what we have 
(in Plymouth),” Bruscato 
said. “I think that encour­
ages people to come 
back. Certainly they can’t 
hit everything in the few 
hours they are down­
town.”

Bruscato said orga­
nizers have been careful 
to schedule the ice festi­
val prior to the North 
American International 
Auto Show in Detroit, so 
that they aren’t compet­
ing for visitors.

Geitzen said the festi­
val is a way for Plymouth 
to show its pride.

“It’s really the hidden 
gem of Wayne County,” 
he said.

An ice company deliv­
ers 400 separate 300- 
pound blocks of ice that 
get used to create about 
70 different, finely de­
tailed ice sculptures, 
Geitzen said. He said
35-40 ice sculptors are 
expected, including par­
ticipants from Canada 
and Ohio and also college 
students who are learn­
ing to weave ice sculpt­
ing into their chosen 
field.

Bruscato said the 
festival draws some 
“world-class” ice carv­
ers.

Geitzen said orga­
nizers will begin moving 
ice into downtown Ply­

mouth as early as Jan. 3 
for the festival.

Among the highlights:
» A dueling chainsaw 

competition, which gives 
ice carvers 15 minutes 
and one block of ice to 
create their art, happens 
at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7.

» The lights will be 
flipped on at 7 p.m. Fri­
day, Jan. 6, to illuminate 
an ice garden that can be 
seen each night in Kel­
logg Park.

» On Penniman Ave­
nue, a winter market will 
feature vendors offering 
Michigan-made food and 
products. Hours are 5-8 
p.m. Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m.Saturday and 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday.

» Weather permitting, 
the festival will feature 
horses, donkeys, goats, 
sheep, alpaca and a calf 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 
during a petting farm.

» A three-mile family 
walk/run happens at 8 
a.m. Saturday, departing 
from Kellogg Park and 
ending up back there. No 
registration is needed 
and it’s free. Five- and 
seven-mile also are avail­
able.

Geizten said the festi­
val is completely spon­
sorship-driven. To get 
involved, call 248-817- 
8836. The festival web­
site is plymouthicefestiv- 
al.com.
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FILE PHOTO
Ice carver Aaron Whitten eyes the details on the sculpture he carved at a previous Plymouth Ice Festival.
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PAGAN
Continued from Page A1

majority in the state 
House begins today, and I 
have faith in these lead­
ers to build our caucus 
and return the voice of 
working families to the 
state Capitol,” Singh said 
in a statement released 
this month. “I look for­
ward to working with 
this team to recruit 
promising candidates 
around the state, helping 
them reach out to voters 
and raising the resources 
to take this campaign to

every corner of the 
state.”

Pagan has won two 
state House races and 
said she is up to the task 
of moving Democrats 
forward.

“I think my experi­
ence running and win­
ning competitive elec­
tions brings a lot to this 
team,” she said.

Pagan said Democrats 
need to inspire more 
voters and candidates to 
get involved in the elec­
tion process and to use 
technology to run effec­
tive campaigns. She 
called for efforts to 
“recruit top-notch candi­

dates, train them to run 
very strategic campaigns 
and coach them” to win.

Pagan said a strong 
Democratic gubernato­
rial candidate in 2018 also 
can help legislative can­
didates in the state 
House and Senate.

“I hope it will be a 
good year for Demo­
crats,” she said.

In her first term. Pa­
gan served on the House 
Appropriations and 
House Oversight and 
Ethics committees and 
was viewed by Demo­
crats as a strong advo­
cate for pay equity, 
school funding and do­

mestic violence and sex­
ual assault prevention. 
She has a bachelor’s de­
gree in education from 
Western Michigan Uni­
versity and a master’s 
degree in political man­
agement from the 
George Washington Uni­
versity.

As the 21st District 
state legislator, her dis­
trict includes Canton, 
Belleville and Van Buren 
Township.

ddem @ hom etow niife. com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919
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Saturday, December 31, 2016 
BUFFET DINNER & SHOW 

ELVIS Tribute Starring: Matt King 
With Live Orchestra

Tickets: $45.00 - Cash Bar 
4pm & TPM

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
(Inside Knights Columbus Building) 

I980I Farmington Rd. (Between 7 & 8 Mile) 
Livonia, MI 48152 

Box Office: 248-473-7777 
Visa-Master cards accepted 

www.startributesfromlasvegas.com
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Still time to donate to Salvation Army Red Kettle effort
The Salvation Army of 

Metro Detroit says there 
is still time to give to the 
2016 Red Kettle fundrais­
ing campaign. All tax- 
deductible donations 
made through the cam­
paign’s official end date 
of Saturday, Dec. 31, will 
be doubled thanks to

matching support by 
Detroit area businesses 
and community leaders.

The nonprofit organi­
zation is 10 percent be­
hind in donations, and 
needs more than $3.5 
million to reach its $8.4 
million goal.

While the iconic red

kettles left storefronts on 
Christmas Eve, select 
Kroger locations will 
host bell ringers and 
kettles throughout metro 
Detroit.

“The Salvation Army 
is grateful for the gener­
osity of those supporting 
the Red Kettle cam­

paign,” said Major Russ 
Sjogren, general secre­
tary and metro Detroit 
area commander for The 
Salvation Army Eastern 
Michigan Division.

“There is still great 
need to help those in the 
metro Detroit communi­
ty and 87 cents of every

dollar donated goes back 
into the community.”

Red kettle donations 
help support programs 
and services that assist 
families and individuals 
throughout the year 
across Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties. To 
make a tax-deductible

contribution to The Sal­
vation Army, visit 
www.salmich.org, text 
SALMICH to 41444 or 
call 877-SAL-MICH.

Send a check or mon­
ey order, made payable 
to The Salvation Army, 
16130 Northland Drive, 
Southfield, MI 48075.

Trinity House show celebrates Blind Willie
Concert will celebrate 
music of Blind Willie 

Johnson

Six of Michigan’s best 
roots and blues artists 
join together for an eve­
ning celebrating the 
music of Blind Willie 
Johnson on Saturday Jan. 
7, at 8 p.m. at IVinity 
House Theatre, 38840 
West Six Mile, Livonia.

The performance will 
benefit Neighborhood 
Service Organization.

The artists who will 
perform include Joel 
Mabus, Shari Kane and 
Dave Steele, Jo Serrap- 
ere and John Devine, Lac 
La Belle, Danny Kroha 
and Rollie Hissing.

Blind Willie Johnson 
was a gospel blues singer 
and guitarist who came 
to prominence in the 
1920s and 1930s. The 
American based record 
label. Alligator Records, 
recently celebrated his 
music with a tribute CD 
called “God Don’t Never 
Change -  The Songs of 
Blind Willie Johnson.”

The album received 
two Grammy Award 
nominations.

Joel Mabus made his 
first record for a small 
Michigan label in 1977 
with mandolin legend 
Frank Wakefield guest­
ing. Three years later, he 
signed with Flying Fish 
Records for a two-record 
deal. In 1986 he was one 
of the first indie folksing- 
ers to start his own label 
(Fossil Records), even 
before the advent of the 
home studio and compact 
disc, which makes the 
practice so common 
today.

Mabus has toured 
widely and makes his 
living at music, though 
he is flying under the 
radar of American pop 
culture. Whether you 
label him folk, Ameri­
cana , or a singer-song- 
writer, Mabus remains a 
one-off, walking that 
lonesome valley, making 
and marking his way as a 
working artist outside 
the confines of the usual 
music business.

As an acoustic blues 
duo, Shari Kane and 
Dave Steele throw a four 
handed guitar party of 
original and time-hon­
ored blues, gospel, swing 
and ragtime. Steeped in 
Daves smoky vocals, 
percussive rhythm and 
innovative lead lines, 
Shari’s crisp picking 
style, rootsy leads, and 
stinging slidework, their 
music has been de­
scribed as street swing 
and stomp blues, such as 
a testament to sounds 
once heard on the streets 
of Harlem, the juke 
joints of Mississippi, or 
from the jug bands of 
Memphis.

Jo Serrapere (sarah- 
pear), a songwriter from 
Detroit, started playing 
guitar at 23 when seeking 
out lessons from Delta 
Blues guitarist, Shari 
Kane. Shortly thereafter, 
Jo began writing her own 
songs while completing 
her college studies in 
clinical psychology.

She now plays at mu­
sic venues throughout 
the United States. Wheth­
er recreating old songs 
from the Mississippi 
Delta or performing 
songs in her own confes­
sional style, Jo’s music 
stands original while 
always reflecting her 
love of American roots 
music. Her eclectic writ­
ing and performance 
fuses elements of various 
modern and traditional 
folk music, old-time and 
electric blues, roots rock, 
garage surf, swing and 
alt-country.

John Devine, also a 
Detroit native, attended 
masters classes in classi­
cal guitar at Miami Uni­

Rollie Tussing
BRIAN CALLAWAY

Shari Kane and Dave Steele

versity. He went on to 
explore traditional blues 
styles and develop a love 
for the race records of 
the 1920s and 30s. John 
performed as a solo blues 
artist and songwriter 
before teaming up with 
Jo in 1998. He continues 
to explore other forms of 
American roots music 
and teach his craft.

Lac La Belle is an 
acoustic duo from De­
troit, Michigan. Made up 
of multi-instrumentalists 
Jennie Knaggs and Nick 
Schillace, Lac La Belle is 
influenced by early 
Americana, blending 
history with the present 
to create stories that 
capture the human expe­
rience via accordion, 
mandolin, banjo, ukulele, 
organ, harmonizing vo­
cals, and finger-picking 
resonator guitar.

What sets this acoustic 
duo apart is their utiliza­
tion of their varied expe­
riences; Schillace has a 
separate career perform­
ing his instrumental 
guitar pieces, and he 
wrote the first academic 
work on the recordings 
of John Fahey; Knaggs 
has history with New 
Music compositions and 
improvisations, including 
her vocal work in Mat­
thew Barney’s film River 
of Fundament. Their 
separate experiences 
learning folk and blues in 
Appalachia, American 
roots binds the duos com­
positions with a heavy 
thread.

Danny Kroha is a 
singer, songwriter, guitar 
player, record producer, 
and performer who has 
been working and per­
forming in Detroit since 
the 1980s. In the last 30 
years, he has been a

member of eight bands, 
including the influential 
blues-punk group the 
Gories (singer and 
rhythm guitarist) and the 
minimalist, performance 
art garage trio the Demo­
lition Doll Rods. Danny 
has recorded albums and 
singles which have been 
released by various rec­
ord labels in the U.S. and 
Europe.

His tours have taken 
him across the U.S., 
through Europe and to 
Brazil. His work has 
been extensively written 
about, including his first 
solo full-length album, 
Angels Watching Over 
Me, released in 2015, 
featuring traditional 
gospel, blues, and folk 
songs performed on a 
range of instruments 
including mouth harp, 
diddley bow, and slide 
guitar.

Award-winning guitar­
ist, educator and per­
former Rollie Hissing 
has performed in concert 
halls, major music festi­
vals and sidewalks all 
over the United States 
and parts of Europe. His 
raggedy brand of music 
is informed by the era of 
78 rpm records, juke- 
joints, and street per­
formers. He composes a 
lot of his own songs and 
has a knack for re-work­
ing an old obscure tune, 
finding beauty in the 
forgotten scratches, pops 
and grooves of his esoter­
ic record collection.

After winning the 
National Slide Guitar 
Competition in 2001 Rol­
lie moved with his wife to 
Portland Oregon. He 
spent the next decade 
touring, performing, 
writing songs and play­
ing with some of the best

Danny Kroha

regional and touring 
musicians the West Coast 
offered. In 2007 he 
formed Rollie Hissing & 
the Diminished Seven. 
The band enjoyed many 
enduring residencies in 
some of Portland’s finest 
venues as well as a devot­

SUBMITTED

ed following.
NSO provides services 

that have impacted 
countless children, 
youth, adults, seniors, 
families, and communi­
ties since 1955. NSOs 
empowering programs 
and services provide

assistance for: older 
adults with mental ill­
ness; children, youth, and 
adults with develop­
mental disabilities; youth 
leadership and advocacy 
training; year-round 
workforce development 
for youth, young adults 
and their parents; home­
less recovery services; 
housing development; 
community outreach for 
psychiatric emergencies; 
call hotline for emergen­
cy shelter and housing 
resources in Detroit; 
training; and volunteer 
opportunities for individ­
uals, groups, and organi­
zations.

Tickets are $20, $17 
for subscribers and are 
available at www.trin- 
ityhousetheatre.org.
Winter 2016/2017 
concerts

» Mark Jewett, Jan. 6, 
8 p.m. $15, $12 subscrib­
ers

» Celebrating the 
Music of Blind Willie 
Johnson, featuring Joel 
Mabus, Shari Kane and 
Dave Steele, Danny Kro­
ha, Jo Serrapere and 
John Devine, Lac La 
Belle and Rollie Hissing, 
Jan. 7,8 p.m. $20, $17 
subscribers

» Empty Chair Night 
featuring Annie and Rod 
Capps, Joel Palmer and 
Ed Scruggs, Jan. 8,7 p.m. 
$12, $9 subscribers 

» Luti Erbeznik, Jan.
13.8 p.m. $15, $12 sub­
scribers

» Heather Styka with 
Rachele Eve, Jan. 14,8 
p.m. $15, $12 subscribers 

» The Younce Guitar 
Duo, Jan. 18,8 p.m. $15, 
$12 subscribers

» Claudia Schmidt and 
Sally Rogers, Jan. 21,8 
p.m. $20, $17 subscribers 

» Shari Kane and 
Dave Steele with Eleanor 
Ellis, Feb. 3,8 p.m. $15, 
$12 subscribers

» Sam Corbin, Feb. 4,8 
p.m. $15, $12 subscribers 

» May Erlewine, Feb.
10.8 p.m. $20, $17 sub­
scribers

» Tia McGraff, Feb. 11, 
8:00 p.m. $15, $12 sub­
scribers

» Empty Chair Night 
featuring Annie and Rod 
Capps, Joel Palmer and 
Amy Petty, Feb. 12, 7 p.m. 
$12, $9 subscribers 

» Songwriters Anony­
mous Showcase, Feb. 17,
8 p.m. $15, $12 subscrib­
ers

» UnValentines Day 
Show featuring John 
Latini, Jamie-Sue Seal 
and Dave Boutette, Feb.
18.8 p.m. $15, $12 sub­
scribers

» Tim Grimm Family 
Band, Feb. 24,8 p.m. $15, 
$12 subscribers

» Jill Jack with Carly 
Bins, Feb. 25,8 p.m. $15, 
$12 subscribers

For more information, 
call 734-464-6302 or visit 
www.trinityhouse 
theatre.org

Check us out on the Web every 
day at hometownlife.com

PLY M O U T H -C A N TO N  CO M M U N ITY  SC H O O LS  
N O T IC E  T O  B ID D E R S

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools invites all interested 
and qualified companies to submit a proposal For Student Pictures for Fourteen Elementary 
Schools and one Early Childhood Center. Specifications of the Request for Proposal (RFP) 
are available on at PCCSK12.com, under departments and business office or by contacting 
Kristen Hennessey, Director of Procurement, and Plymouth Canton Community Schools at 
kristen.hennessev@pcckl2.com. Proposals will be accepted as specified in the Request for 
Proposals at PCCS - E.J McClendon Educational Center located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, 
MI 48170 on/or before Thursday, Ja n u a ry  12, 2017 a t  10:00 am . Bids shall be labeled: Bid 
document enclosed- “Photography Service Bid”. The Board of Education reserves the right 
to accept and/or reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school district.

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

KATE BORNINISKI

Publish: December 18 & 29,2016 LO-000030S339 3l2.S
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Salem High School cheer says "Believe in Blue."
BILL BRESLER ( STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

2 0 1 6  b b r e s le r  I n s t a g r a m  i n  r e v ie w
S taff Photographer Bill Bresler uses the In­

stagram social media app to make quick, direct 
photographs of what he sees. These images are 
a look back at what he photographed during 

2016 both on assignment for the Observer & Eccentric 
and in his personal travels. Bresler uploads photos 
made with his professional cameras to the phone, 
processes the files through Instagram and posts those 
to his feed. To join his Instagram feed search for user 
bbresler. Click on -i-Follow.

Arlington National Cemetery.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Timothy Brown has had just about enough of graduation ceremonies.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Someone has her eye on the Westland Police Honor Guard.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
As the polls open on Election Day 2016. Kennedy Elementary 
School in Livonia.
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Bubbles greets Sr. Nancy Marie Jamroz to the consternation of 
owner Cindy Wallet. Pet Blessing at Madonna University.
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Kristen Bye selects herbs at the opening day of the Plymouth 
Farmers Market.

Maria Taylor is a 
member of the 
Warnerettes 
Parasol Drill Team. 
Holly Days Parade 
in Farmington.
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John Kasich 
campaigns 
in Livonia.
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Church hosts city’s ‘biggest’ Christmas party
M aria Taylor

Correspondent

Holiday cheer was in 
high gear at Ward 
Church in Northville. 
Horses clip-clopped 
through the snowy park­
ing lot, pulling wagons 
draped with garlands and 
red bows. In front of the 
main entryway, people 
waiting for rides stopped 
at a manger-themed pet­
ting zoo to say “hi” to the 
camels, donkeys and 
little goats.

Inside, the church was 
an array of lights, carols 
and general festivity for 
Ward’s first-ever Jingle 
Jam event, a holiday 
carnival billed as “North- 
ville’s Biggest Christmas 
Party.”

Indeed, it may have 
been; About 2,250 people 
attended. Admission was 
free, with attendees split 
pretty evenly among 
Ward members and non­
members.

“We think that’s great, 
because that was our 
goal,” said Barry McKen­
na, Ward’s executive 
director. “We just did 
major updates to the 
church facility, so it’s a 
chance to invite our com­
munity to see what our 
church is like, as well as 
to have a big Christmas 
party for everyone. It’s a 
gift that we would like to 
give to the community.”

Susan Robinson of 
Novi, who spent most of 
the day working in the 
cookie-decorating room, 
was one of the 500 volun­
teers who helped staff 
the event. “It’s so good to 
see the people that come 
— we love welcoming 
them here,” she said.
“The transformation in 
the church is amazing.”

McKenna and his 
team pulled out all the 
stops. There was a DJ 
playing Christmas songs, 
several bouncy houses 
and a big green bouncy 
obstacle course that 
stretched the length of an 
entire hallway. “Who 
would have ever thought 
we’d have this in our

Bekah Greenman, 25, of Livonia, sings "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" in the show's finale.

.V.

MARIA TAYLOR
Horse-drawn wagons crisscrossing the Ward parking lot.

narthex?” McKenna said, 
laughing.

Around the comer, 
near the church’s brand- 
new cafe and indoor 
playground, several mo­
torized trains whistled 
their horns, waiting to 
take kids and their par­

ents through a tunnel of 
lights to several rooms 
with bumper cars, 
games, crafts and cookie­
decorating stations.

Highlighting the day 
were three performances 
of a special Christmas 
show, put on by the

church’s FX or “Family 
experience” production 
team. Green and red 
lights swirled through 
the darkened auditorium 
as performers and a live 
band acted and sang the 
Christmas story and its 
message of joy, finishing

MARIA TAYLOR

with a rousing version of 
“We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.”

The big, splashy FX 
shows are a monthly 
occurrence at Ward, 
where they tie into the 
church’s Christian educa­
tion program. “Every 
month, we talk about a 
different virtue — hon­
esty, persistence, trust,” 
said Cindy Ziemba, direc­
tor of children’s ministry. 
“We take a positive vir­
tue and present it in a 
way that’s fun.” That 
means drama, music, 
high-energy perfor­
mance, lights and sound, 
all with the goal of get­
ting kids engaged.

Matt Greenman 
served as Jingle Jam 
project manager. He is 
Ward’s director of ele­
mentary ministries and 
he runs the church’s FX 
productions.

“We’re very passion­
ate about family... reig­
niting that flame of fam­
ily togetherness, espe­
cially at Christmastime,”

Greenman said. “Our 
goal is that what we do 
here transfers home and 
affects conversations. 
These big, dynamic pro­
ductions ... provide talk­
ing points at home, keep 
conversations going all 
week long.”

Dan Waidelich, 
dressed in Renaissance 
garb, was one of the ac­
tors in the production. In 
between shows, he hung 
out in the hallway, giving 
kids impromptu acting 
lessons. “Imagine some­
one just gave you the 
worst Christmas present 
ever — a box of rocks,” 
he said as a crowd start­
ed to gather.

Aidan Stratton, 8, and 
Amaris Grubaugh, 10, 
followed his lead, making 
their best “shocked” 
faces and throwing their 
hands into the air. Both 
kids are Ward attendees, 
hailing from Livonia, and 
said they’d been having a 
great afternoon.

“We liked the plays- 
cape, the bumper cars, 
and of course the show — 
all about joy during the 
holidays and the story of 
Jesus’ birth,” said Chris­
tine Grubaugh, Amaris’ 
mom.

Aidan couldn’t pick a 
favorite activity. “All of 
it,” he said.

Down the hallway, the 
Perez family got their 
photo taken against a 
snowy Christmas back­
drop. They’re not mem­
bers at Ward, but they 
thought Jingle Jam was 
pretty neat. “I like it — I 
think it’s cool,” said 
Yvette Johnson as her 
family left the photo 
station.

That’s exactly the kind 
of introduction to Ward 
that McKenna was hop­
ing to provide.

“It’s a large church; 
sometimes, people might 
be intimidated to come to 
regular church service,” 
he said. “But then some­
one might come to this, 
think ‘This is fun,’ and 
come back. We’re trying 
to break down those bar­
riers.”
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N O  INTEREST U N TIL 2018
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Gift giving brings joy to  first-graders, seniors
The heart-warming 

sounds of excited kids 
(who know the holidays 
are near) rang through 
the halls of Botsford 
Commons -  A Beaumont 
Community.

It was another suc­
cessful year for the Giv­
ing Tree, an annual pro­
ject Botsford Commons 
organizes to bring the 
“gift” of reading to the 
students at Botsford 
Elementary in Livonia. 
As a Title I school, Bots­
ford Elementary is locat­
ed in an area with low- 
income families, many 
without books and many 
without a daily reading 
influence. Botsford Bud­
dies, a monthly program 
during the school year, 
provides students the 
opportunity to read out 
loud to visiting residents. 
The special relationship 
between the seniors and 
the students began the 
idea for the Giving IVee 
and now is a successful, 
annual event.

More than 60 first- 
graders from Botsford 
Elementary walked into 
the dining room at Bots­
ford Commons and sang 
holiday songs with their 
innocent voices and 
smiles of pure joy. The 
sounds of ecstatic kids 
echoed in the room when 
Santa walked in -  a tear- 
jerking moment for 
many who were there. 
Santa greeted the stu­
dents and asked if they’d

BOTSFORD COMMONS
Santa visits with more than 60 first-graders from Botsford Elementary School in Livonia.

been good this year. Of 
course, the answer was 
yes and, with that, the 
gift giving began. Santa’s 
helpers included staff 
and teachers, but the real 
helpers were the gift 
donors.

“A special thanks to 
staff, families and resi­
dents at Botsford Com­
mons for donating funds 
to purchase brand new, 
hand-picked books from 
Scholastic for each stu­
dent,” said Colleen Kash- 
awlik, manager of busi­
ness development at

Botsford Commons. “A 
gracious thank you goes 
to the two anonymous 
donors who purchased 
Michigan sports blankets 
from ft"o Sports Zone 
and brand new, cuddly 
stuffed animals for every 
student as well.”

In addition, each stu­
dent chose a holiday 
painting from Painting 
with a Twist in Farming- 
ton Hills and bags from 
Senior Helpers of South­
east Michigan held their 
gifts.

This year, a shining

“star” was placed on top 
of the beautiful event. It 
came in the form of a 
conversation between 
Fritz Putkela, a resident 
at Botsford Commons, 
and Santa. In front of the 
entire room, they chatted 
about when Putkela was 
a boy 100 years ago, plus 
all the Christmas Eve 
visits Santa had made.

Santa told Putkela this 
Christmas Eve would be 
his favorite visit, because 
he would get to see him 
on his 100th birthday, a 
gift that knows no price.

BOTSFORD COMMONS
First-graders from Botsford Elementary in Livonia walked 
away with presents, courtesy of generous donors.

While listening to a room 
full of Putkela’s friends, 
literally from 1 to 92, sing 
“Happy Birthday,” it 
became clear. Santa has 
been very good to Fritz 
Putkela, a charming, 
100-year-old storyteller 
from the Upper Penin­
sula. Every birthday, on 
Christmas Eve, Putkela 
was gifted with time — 
the one gift that every­
one wants, but is never 
guaranteed.

“This holiday season 
and into next year, enjoy 
each other, be kind to 
your neighbor and re­
member, relationships 
know no age,” Kashawlik 
said. “The community’s 
generosity to Botsford 
Elementary students and 
the residents of Botsford 
Commons is a true testa­
ment to the power of 
people and the holiday 
spirit.”

Substitute teacher shortage is reaching critical stage
Lori Higgins
Detroit Free Press

You’ve probably seen 
the billboards on high­
ways across Michigan, 
screaming in bold, blue 
letters. “SUBSTITUTE 
TEACHERS NEEDED.” 
They underscore a crisis 
afoot in school districts 
all over the state.

Substitute teachers 
are becoming increasing­
ly scarce, causing a 
shortage that is making it 
difficult for schools to 
cope when there are 
absences due to illness or 
family emergency, or for 
those times when a 
teacher needs to be away 
for training. Many tie the 
shortages to declines in 
the number of people 
pursuing teaching as a 
full-time career.

“We’re all competing 
for the same group of 
employees,” said Clark 
Galloway, president of 
EDUStaff, which pro­
vides staffing, including 
substitute teachers, to 
more than 300 school 
districts statewide.

“It’s a huge problem,” 
said Wendy Zdeb, exec­
utive director of the 
Michigan Association of 
Secondary School Princi­
pals. “You are seeing

IF YOU WANT TO BE A SUBSTITUTE 
TEACHER
Michigan issues four types of substitute teacher permits. The 
most basic is the daily substitute permit. Among the require­
ments:
■  90 semester hours of satisfactory credit from one or more 
regionally accredited two- or four-year colleges or universities.
■  Satisfactory credit means a grade of C or better
■  Limited in a single teaching assignment to no more than 90 
days
Other permits cover longer-term assignments. For information, 
go to www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Permit_ 
Overview_529841_7.pdf
Want to sub? EDUStaff works with more than half of the 
school districts in Michigan. You can call the company at 877- 
974-6338. Other companies provide subs to schools, too. Con­
tact the local school district you're interested in working in and 
find out who you should contact.

principals having to cov­
er classes on a regular 
basis.”

It’s Galloway’s compa­
ny that has put up about 
40 billboards on state 
highways, hoping to lure 
people into considering 
subbing.

Michigan law requires 
substitute teachers to 
have completed 90 col­
lege credit hours. But 
many districts go beyond 
those requirements, 
opting only to take on 
people with a teaching 
certificate.

In some districts, 
administrators are of­
fering incentives to get

people in the door.
In Wayne-Westland 

Community Schools, for 
instance, the daily rate 
for subs who take on 
long-term assignments 
and retirees who return 
to sub have been in­
creased from the stan­
dard $90 a day to $110 a 
day.

But the problem still 
persists. And it’s not just 
in Michigan. Galloway 
said the fill rate — the 
percentage of open posi­
tions — has declined 
from about 95 percent in 
2012 to as low as 85 per­
cent in 2016.

That means a school

district that needs 100 
subs on a given day may 
only get 85 openings 
filled.

“That means we have 
15 classes that do not 
have a teacher, that do 
not have classroom man­
agement, that do not 
have a mentor,” Gallo­
way said.

Schools then have to 
scramble to combine 
classes, enlist principals 
to help or have teachers 
give up their preparation 
time to cover classes for 
absent colleagues.

“You can imagine the 
disruption at the building 
level when we’re unable 
to put a substitute in 
place,” Galloway said. 
“Children are not receiv­
ing proper education 
during those situations.
If it’s one unfilled posi­
tion or it’s 15, it’s still a 
problem.”

Judy Pritchett, chief 
academic officer for the 
Macomb Intermediate 
School District, said “it’s 
a symptom of a much 
bigger problem.”

She and others cite a 
drop in the number of 
people pursuing teaching 
as a career. In April 2015, 
the Free Press reported 
there was a 38 percent 
decline in enrollment in

teacher preparation pro­
grams from the 2008-09 
to the 2012-13 school 
years.

A decade ago, Gallo­
way said, the typical sub 
was a recent college 
graduate with a teaching 
certificate. Graduates 
would be lined up out the 
door, he said, to take on 
substitute teaching posi­
tions because it was often 
a gateway toward a more 
permanent position.

But the number of 
people receiving teach­
ing certificates — now 
those who actually pur­
sue teaching after going 
through a prep program 
— is dropping signifi­
cantly. In Michigan, the 
numbers fell from 6,058 
during the 2009-10 school 
year to 4,559 during the 
2016-16 school year, ac­
cording to the latest fig­
ures from the Michigan 
Department of Educa­
tion.

Now the typical sub is 
43, predominantly female 
and a returning-to-work 
mother without a teach­
ing certificate, Galloway 
said.

A more specific sign 
of the times: During the 
2014-15 school year, the 
Wayne-Westland district 
received 695 applications

for elementary teaching 
jobs. Superintendent 
Michele Harmala said. 
During the 2015-16 school 
year, that number had 
dwindled to 270. At the 
high school level, the 
numbers declined from 
299 to 85 during the same 
period.

“The state really 
needs to do something,” 
Harmala said. “We have 
to look a t ... why are stu­
dents not going into edu­
cation.”

The decline is due to a 
number of factors, with 
some saying the profes­
sion has become less 
attractive because of 
increased demands, pay 
cuts, weakened bargain­
ing rights and cuts in 
salaries and benefits.

Harmala said this 
school year is her first in 
30 years in education in 
which she had full-time 
elementary jobs go un­
filled until late October.

She used long-term 
subs to staff those class­
es.

“I’ve been trying to 
get the message across 
with our legislators, to 
help them understand 
that the reality of a po­
tential shortage isn’t 
looming — it’s here,” 
Harmala said.

Rising interest rates will hurt some people, help other consumers
A s expected, for 

only the second 
time since the 

Great Recession, the 
Federal Reserve has 
decided to raise interest 
rates. The feds raised 
interest rates one-quar­
ter point and gave every 
indication that we would 
see more rate increases 
in 2017. I’ve frequently 
been asked if it is good or 
bad for ordinary people 
when the Federal Re­
serve raises interest 
rates. My answer — ris­
ing interest rates are 
good for some people and 
not so good for others. It 
all depends on your situa­
tion.

Those who typically 
will be impacted negativ­
ely are those who cur­
rently have adjustable- 
rate debt and those who 
are looking at borrowing 
money in the near future. 
There are many mort­
gages and credit cards 
offering adjustable-rate 
interest plans. When 
interest rates go up, so 
does your interest rate. 
People with adjustable- 
rate debt will see their 
interest increase at the 
next adjustment. Typical­
ly, adjustable-rate mort­
gages will adjust once a 
year, whereas adjustable- 
rate charge cards adjust 
more frequently.

In addition, people

R ick
B loom

MONEY
MATTERS

who want to borrow mon­
ey in the near future will 
be faced with higher 
interest rates. If you 
apply for a mortgage six 
months from now, I have 
no doubt that interest 
rates will be higher. As a 
result, you will be paying 
a larger monthly pay­
ment.

On the other hand, 
there are also many win­
ners as a result of the 
Federal Reserve policy.
If you’re an individual 
who likes to travel 
abroad, with the Federal 
Reserve raising interest 
rates, it’s more likely 
than not that the U.S. 
dollar will strengthen 
against foreign currency. 
Americans traveling 
abroad will see that their 
dollar has more buying 
power than it did before; 
their trip will be more 
affordable.

Others who will bene­
fit from higher interest 
rates are those who save 
money in banks and such 
vehicles as CDs and mon­
ey market accounts. 
Although I believe it will 
be a while before interest 
rates on CDs and money

markets will rise, those 
who save in these types 
of vehicles will see high­
er returns in the not-so- 
distant future. Particular­
ly for seniors who typi­
cally keep a good portion 
of their money in banks, 
rising interest rates pro­
vide a great sense of 
relief for them. After all, 
over the last decade or 
so, with interest rates 
artificially low, it has 
disproportionately hurt 
our seniors.

Others who may bene­
fit from rising interest 
rates are consumers who 
purchase imported 
goods. With interest rates 
rising, it once again will 
strengthen the U.S. dol­
lar against other cur­
rencies. Prices on im­
ported goods should be 
less expensive, helping 
consumers.

Even though interest 
rates are rising, others 
who could also benefit 
are those who need to 
borrow money but can­
not. In many sectors of 
our economy, it has been 
difficult for people to 
borrow money for such 
things as starting a busi­
ness. With higher in­
terest rates, banks will 
now have a greater in­
centive to loan money. If 
banks do make it easier 
to borrow, it could spur 
economic growth, which

has been anemic in our 
economy as of late.

Rising interest rates 
can also be a benefit to 
stock market investors. 
As the Federal Reserve 
pointed out, it is return­
ing to a policy of normal­
ization and this may, once 
again, make stocks trade 
on their fundamentals. 
With interest rates artifi­
cially low, markets have 
been more difficult for 
investors to understand. 
A return to normalization 
could make the markets 
a little more predictable, 
which will help investors.

The bottom line is, in 
any move by the Federal 
Reserve regarding in­
terest rates, there are 
going to be winners and 
losers. The key is if you 
are going to lose due to 
rising interest rates, look 
at ways to reduce the 
impact. That could be 
accelerating the payment 
of the debt or even con­
verting an adjustable- 
rate mortgage into a 
fixed-rate mortgage.

One thing everyone 
should keep in mind is, 
although interest rates 
are rising, it is not going 
to immediately impact 
the rates that were paid 
on CDs and money mar­
ket accounts. It seems 
those rates don’t move 
until we have at least two 
or three interest rate

increases. Although the 
Federal Reserve has said 
we will see those in­
creases in 2017, there can 
be all sorts of reasons 
that the Federal Reserve 
backs off from that pol­
icy. Therefore, people 
have to take a wait-and- 
see attitude as to exactly 
how much interest rates 
will rise on savings ac­
counts, CDs and money 
market accounts.

I always tell investors 
to never overreact to 
changes such as the Fed­
eral Reserve raising 
interest rates or even 
change in tax laws. Too 
many investors feel that, 
when something hap­
pens, they have to react.

In many situations, I tell 
investors the best course 
of action is to do nothing. 
Remember, when making 
any investment decision, 
don’t focus on what the 
stock market is doing or 
the direction of interest 
rates. The key is your 
situation. What your 
neighbor may be doing 
may be great for their 
situation; it just may not 
be good for you.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only  
financial adviser. His w ebsite is 
ww w.bloom asset 
m anagem ent.com . If you  
w ould  like him  to  respond to  
questions, email 
rlck@bloomasset 
m anagem ent.com .
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B A D E N H O O P
BRANDON JAMES age 32,
died December 23, 2016. 
Funeral service at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 28, 
at Staffan-Mitchell Funeral 
Home, Chelsea. Visitation from 
11 a.m. until time of service. 
Obituary at

www.mitchellfuneral.com

May peace be 
^, with you in this 
"' time of sorrow.
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248-iT7 o :  I
Hirffdsv HB«rj: M«« .. c_

PAinHiOfTH 
M S : 

i i t f  f t B P t E

21/25 Ct

$ 1 0 .9 9  lb
^$$.00

Honey
Pumpernickel

Italian Bread 
$2.99

Danish
2/$4

Bostock

$249

TriDie Berry 
Bread

L<M)000307tMe

Homestyle Black 
Cherry Pie
$18.99 9

Shrimp
31/40 Ct

$ 9 .9 9  n
wmm$e.Oe

Wild Caught
Yellownn Tnna

lOoz Frozen
$4 .9 9ea

aaoK$$.90
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T T i i s  N e w  Y e a r  a r r i v e s  

w i t h  a  s p e c i a l l y  m a d e

G ourm et M arket

F r e s h  • L o c a l  • N a t u r a l

Select from  an ou tstan d in g  o f  m eats, 
sea fo o d  and pasta, or ordr so m eth in g  n ew  for  

you r  N ew  Year’s party.
Call or  v iew  th e  baskets o n lin e  at 

w w w .joesp rod u ce.com

3 3 1 5 2  W. Seven Mile Road, livonia. Ml 4 8 1 5 2
2 4 8 4 7 7 4 3 3 3  

Sale vaiM  12-29-16 tnni 1-4-17 
lotiday lours; Roa-Fri 9-t; Sat a Saa M o n  Year's Eve aoU lay] 9-6 

While Supplies Last • Prices subiect to change.
O p p f h p

iriwtfaosiRwe fw  J o e  *s  M e a t
/M tastic Herns ( y S e a f O O d

PRODUCE

Largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter in the Areal 
HUhestQiisInfKana-Se^ed^ultseadMet^isUes
Over1000 Items from Sourmet a Oomestic Cheeses to 
Premium Deli Meats a Freshly Made Salads

Jumbo Californian̂
C a u l i O o w e r i - . ,

’ A >  1

Driscoll’s
S tr a w b e r r ie s

Organic
B iu e b e rrie s  C e lla rd  B re e n

_  California I
N O T e l O ra n B e s !

aser

2 /$ 6  
B re e n  K a le  

2 / $ 3

2 / $ 4
B re c c e li

2 / $ 4

HOT
sahien’s /

Oven Roasted 
Turhey

$ 6 . 9 9  lb

Everroast
Chicken

DELI
Boar's Head Bcuiii Head

Low Sodium 
Turkey
$ 7 4 9 i b
aaoe$$J(0

J o e  ’s  M e a t

lo flin a ii’s
Super Sharp 

Cheddar
$ 5 . 9 9 .

m: ^.oe

D e a r b o r n ^
Smoked
Turkey

$ 6 . ^ 1 0

Hoffm an’s
Hard Salami 

$ 5 . 9 9  lb

Dearborn
Brown Sugar 

Ham
$ 4 9 9 i

USIArremim 
Ckoicehigus

GowboiiRilieiie
K o w a ls W ^

Bologna
Regular or Garlic

$ 4 . 5 9 a # ’ '̂ Joe’s G o u rm ef
Catering &  Events 

Happy New Year!
Just engaged?

J  We specialize in catering the perfect
r  M 1 W  m 2j I  reception for your special dayl

Fabulous cuisines, professional staff,

Boar's Head BoirtHrad
Vermont
Cheddar

W hite or Yellow

$ 6 4 9 »
msse ^J tO

New York Ship steak
$9.99 lb

MW Of.00

Pramivni fresh- 
Ul Natural

Bahy Back Ribs
$349 lb

s im $ lJ S 9

Beemster Kindred Cheese
M a s k a s s  A ll V arie tie s

$ 1 0 . 9 9  lb
140.00 $ 4 . 9 9 es

Sartor!
Momamore Cheese

$ 5 . 9 9

customized wedding cakes and favorst
Visit us at:

www.joesgourmctcatering.com 
or the Knot

Nerih American
lobster Tails

smallAoz
■I'’■

>AI.«0

Everyday GOURMET GROCERY
HOT
"““K Southern Buffalo Chicken sausages Rom 

Fried Chicken Peppers Vegetables
$ 5 . 9 9 *  $ 5 . 9 9 *

f40jw ii.0 0 $ 5 . 9 9 .
101.00

$ 4 9 9 i

Keebler.
T o w n h o u s e  &  Club

Crackers
2 / $ 5

Chef’s  Feature 
Shrimp Scampi Pasta 

CAFE
loe's Fresh Roasted Weekly Coflee Special

B u U e n ,  ( t u r n  $6.99 m'

Bonne 
Maman

Fren ch  P re se rve s

2/S6 
Cross a Blackwell

Zesty Shrimp & Cocktail Sauces a U l l

John Macy
C h e e se  C ris p s  ft 

C h e e se  S tic ks

$ 2 1 9 GS

FRICIi

PASTRY
Key Lime Pie $ 1 4 .9 9

Ovauon
Break-A-Parts

Mi Varieties

Chocolate Covered 
Peanuts

S 5 4 9 e a

Bread Pudding Owr^s
^ i iQ Q n .  Ripple CakesV U . 9 « I  I E  ChocoiMe, Caramel or

Sm:^ S2.W Lemon

24S477-4311 Grand Reopening!
C o m e  S e e  O a r  N e w  L o o k !

? s« i»  It M  H o l i d a y  H o u r s :

Mon - Fri 9-7; Sat & Son
(New Year’s Eve & New Years Day) 9-6

Honey Pumpernickel Italian Bread
$2.99 $2.99
Danish Bostock
2/$4 $2.49

WINE CELLAR
Yellow Tall
nOMlIMms
$ 4 .9 9

bu

Martini a Rossi 
Asti

$ 1 0 .9 9  bti

Decoy
Cabernet

Sauvignon

$ 1 5 .9 9
lu;

Cooks
Brat

$ 6 9 9

http://www.joesproduce.com
http://www.joesgourmctcatering.com
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USA SW IMMING

Teen makes splash at 
National Championships

Plymouth-Canton Cruisers swimmer, 14, keeps getting better with help from ‘Coach Z’

Tim Smith
Hometownlife.com

Cutting through the water 
and cutting to the chase is all 
good for Sophia lliinman of the 
Plymouth-Canton Cruisers.

The 14-year-old Tliinman 
competed Nov. 30 through Dec. 
3 at the USA Swimming AT&T 
Winter National Championships 
in Atlanta, Georgia.

She was one of only four 
girls ages 14 and under partici­
pating, and she came in 39th 
during preliminaries of the 
women’s 100-yard backstroke 
with a time of 56.13 seconds. 
She entered the event with a 
seed time of 1:04.51, so her hard 
work helped shave a significant 
chunk of time.

“Going to a national meet 
was one of the most exciting

events that have taken place in 
my swimming career along 
with many other achieve­
ments,” said Ihinman, a ninth- 
grader at NorthviUe High 
School. “The national meet 
provided me with some experi­
ence and a list of things I need 
to improve on in order to qual­
ify for World THals.”

See TUINMAN, Page B2

SUBMITTED
Plymouth-Canton Cruisers swimmer Sophia Tuinman (ieft) and her coach,
7 '  Morgan, share a moment at the recent USA Swimming AT&T Winter 
National Championships in Atlanta.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

DARYL MARSHKE I U-M PHOTOGRAPHY
Catholic Central graduate Matt Godin is the starting nose tackle on Michigan’s defensive line.

CC, R ic e  g r a d s  r e a d y  

f o r  b o w l  g a m e s

GARY SHOOK | WESTERN MICHIGAN ATHLETICS
Brother Rice grad Lucas Cherocci (No. 46) has been a standout special 
teams player for undefeated Western Michigan this season.

G odin , C h ero cc i 

m ak in g  im p a c t fo r 

U-M, W e s te rn

M ike Rosenbaum
Correspondent

Three Michigan schools 
earned invitations to college 
football bowl games in 2016, 
with each berth representing 
a significant milestone.

The University of Michi­
gan will face Florida State in 
the Orange Bowl on Friday. 
While the Wolverines had 
legitimate national champi­
onship playoff hopes all sea­
son, the Orange Bowl berth is 
another step forward for the 
program that was revitalized 
by Jim Harbaugh’s hiring as 
head coach two years ago.

Meanwhile, Western Mich­
igan is preparing for the 
most significant bowl game 
in program history, as the

unbeaten Broncos square off 
with Wisconsin in the Cotton 
Bowl on Jan. 2.

Last week. Eastern Michi­
gan capped a 7-win season by 
returning to bowl action after 
a 29-year drought. Despite a
24-20 loss to Old Dominion in 
the Bahamas Bowl on Dec.
23, the bowl berth symbolizes 
Eastern’s improving for­
tunes.

See BOWLS, Page B3

GIVING BACK

‘Crossover’ charity game raises $5,000
F irst a n n u a l b a sk e tb a ll g a m e  b e tw ee n  

W est a n d  L iberty  m iddle s c h o o ls  u n ite s  com m unity

Cherise Rose
Correspondent

Basketball fans filtered in 
as the doors opened Dec. 16 at 
Canton’s Liberty Middle 
School.

The game plan was to in­
volve students, families, school 
staff and local business in an 
event to foster the spirit of 
giving back to those in need 
throughout Plymouth and Can­
ton.

After Plymouth-Canton 
Community School teacher 
Marc Szalka reached out to the 
district and Educational Excel­
lence Foundation, he was able

to organize the first annual 
Crossover Charity Basketball 
Game.

It was a success on and off 
the court. The game itself was 
a crowd-pleaser, and more than 
$5,(XK) so far has been raised 
and donated to Plymouth Good- 
fellows, Canton Goodfellows, 
Liberty Intervention Fund and 
West Intervention Fund.

There were more than 300 
people in attendance as the 
stands were full of energy, 
cheering and chanting either 
for West or Liberty middle 
school teams comprised of 
teachers, administrators, para- 
professionals and custodians.

During the first quarter, 
neither team was able to make 
a dent in the scoreboard. After 
many efforts of the mixed- 
ability teams, mostly non­
basketball players. West man­
aged to gain a lead.

Both teams had their school 
mascots. West Bulldog and 
Liberty Lion lighting up the 
crowds, leading spirited 
cheers for defense.

The game was intense as the 
score was within a few baskets 
for either team until the big 
upset in the fourth quarter. 
West’s Brett Wells lit the gym

See GAME, Page B2

SUBMITTED
Wearing different colors didn't matter to these two youngsters, who 
enjoyed the Crossover game at Liberty Middle School.

mailto:TSMITH@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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PREP HOCKEY ROUNDUP

Novi pulls away from Patriots fo r 7-0 victory
G ira g o s ia n  le a d s  w ith 

2  g o a ls ,  a s s i s t

Brad Emons
hometownllfe.com

Senior forward Alec Girago­
sian notched two goals and an 
assist Friday night as host 
Novi ran its unbeaten streak to 
six games with a 7-0 Kensing­
ton Conference boys hockey 
crossover win over Livonia 
Franklin at Novi Ice Arena.

The Wildcats, who improved 
to 8-2-1 overall and 4-2-1 in the 
KLAA’s Central Division, 
broke open a close game by 
scoring five goals in the final 
period.

Novi, which won its fifth 
straight, jumped out to a 1-0 
first period lead on Derek 
DuBois’ goal at 2:14 from Evan 
Chippa and Ryan Wexler. The 
Wildcats then made it 2-0 at 
3:02 of the second period on 
Ryan Fonda’s p a l from Gira­
gosian and Chippa.

The floodgates opened in 
the third with Novi goals com­
ing from Giragosian (from 
Chris Martin); Anthony Luongo 
(from Brandon Kour); Chippa 
(from Logan Londo and Mitch­
ell Grinshpun); Alex Scarozza 
(shorthanded from Nathan 
Graff); and Giragoshian (from 
DuBois and Chippa).

Meanwhile, Novi senior 
netminder Manny Legace Jr. 
posted his third shutout of the 
season.

The loss dropped the Patri­
ots to 1-9 overall and 04 in the 
KLAA South.

NORTHVILLE 7, CANTON 1:
Senior Easton Rea notched his 
first varsity goal and added an 
assist on Dec. 21 as the host 
Mustangs (5-4,2-2 KLAA Cen­
tral) romped to a Kensington 
Conference crossover victory 
over the Chiefs (2-5,1-3 KLAA 
at Novi Ice Arena.

“We did a nice job of crash­
ing the net and generating 
offensive from that,” said 
Northville coach Clint Robert, 
whose team out-shot Canton 
47-18. “That is something as a

MICHAEL VASILNEK
Canton senior forward Michael Tucker shown during a game against Plymouth earlier this season.

team we wanted to make a 
bigger commitment to doing, 
so it was nice to see.”

Northville led 1-0 after one 
period on Danny Scorzo’s goal 
at 9:10 from Rea and Luke 
Skillman.

The Mustangs increased 
their lead to 5-1 after two peri­
ods, getting goals from Nick

Williams at 0:18 (from Nick 
Bonofiglio and Daniel McKee), 
Devin Laba at 4:35 (from Alex 
lafrate and Scorzo), lafrate at 
9:27 (from Laba and Nick Bo- 
genhagen) and Rea just 10 
seconds later (from Skillman 
and Sanuda Gunaratine).

Emerson Taylor also tallied 
the lone goal for the Chiefs in

the second period.
Northville put it away with 

a pair of third-period goals 
from Skillman at 2:15 (from 
lafrate) and Jimmy Dales (un­
assisted) at 12:30.

Brett Miller started in goal 
for Northville.

NOVI 6, BERKLEY 1: Senior 
goaltender Manny Legace Jr.

turned in a workmanlike ef­
fort, stopping 19 of 20 shots 
and senior defenseman Ryan 
Fonda collected four assists on 
Dec. 21 as the host Wildcats 
(7-2-1) skated to a non-league 
win over the Bears (2-6) at the 
Novi Ice Arena.

The Wildcats jumped out to 
a 3-0 first-period lead on goals 
by Nathan Graff at 9:51 (from 
Evan Chippa and Alec Girago­
sian), David DeNova at 16:23 
(from Ryan Fonda) and Cam 
Czapski at 16:37 (from Fonda).

After a scoreless second 
period, Novi increased its lead 
to 4-0 at 1:51 of the third on a 
goal by Chippa from Ryan 
Wexler and Fonda.

Berkley spoiled Legace’s 
shutout bid at 5:03 on goal by 
Kevin Jurvis.

But Novi put it away on 
Alex Scarozza’s goal at 8:58 
from DeNova followed by 
Giragoshian’s goal at 16:15 
from Fonda and Anthony Lu­
ongo.

PLYMOUTH 7, SOUTH LYON
1: Josh Weber collected a goal 
and three assists to propel the 
Wildcats (7-0,5-0 KLAA South) 
to a Kensin^on Conference 
crossover victory Wednesday 
over host South Lyon Unified 
(1-6-1,0-5 KLAA Central) at the 
Kensington Valley Ice House.

Other top point-getters for 
Plymouth included Zachary 
Gallagher (one goal, two as­
sists), Timothy Baldwin (three 
assists), Nathan Stoneburg 
(one goal, one assist), Adam 
Rebecca (one goal, one assist). 
Jack VanDenBeureury (two 
assists). Jack Chumley (one 
goal) and Colton Borke (one 
goal).

SLU got its lone goal on a 
two-man power play advantage 
8:15 into the fintd period by 
defenseman Zach Vanboven 
from Anthony Bagnasco and 
Sean Millane.

South Lyon starting goalie 
Jared Paugh played the first 37 
minutes and 18 seconds before 
giving way to Nolan Smith. The 
two combined for 42 saves.

bem ons@ hom etownlife.com  
Twitter: @bemons1

TUINMAN
Continued from Page B1

Her coach with the P-C 
Cruisers, Alexandra “Z” Mor­
gan, said the progression the 
youngster continues to make is 
no surprise given her unrelent­
ing work ethic.

“Sophia is very driven, yet 
down to earth,” Morgan said. 
“She has big goals but very 
Little fear. Most sports will label 
this an X-factor, because it is 

^rare that kids, even at high 
levels of sport, don’t have some 
type of fear of failure.

“Sophia can look at good and 
bad races, without a large 
range of emotions. She’s a hap­
py Wd that likes to work really 
hard.”

Does she ever. A typical 
workout week with the P-C 
Cruisers includes seven or 
eight trips to the pool, either at 
Canton High School or the Ply­
mouth Arts and Recreation 
Complex.

“My coach, Z, has created 
workouts that push me to my 
limits every day at practice,” 
explained 'lUinman, in an email 
to the Observer. “She helps me 
focus on my short-term goals in 
my swimming career and what 
needs to be done.

“This past March, there 
were some distractions going 
on that pulled me away from 
my seasonal goal time.

“I remember telling Z short 
course states (25 meters in­
stead of 50 meters) just didn’t 
feel like a state meet and she 
reminded me of the expecta­
tions I had for this season at the 
beginning of the year. This 
made me refocus and chase 
after the time I wanted, during 
the race.”

Less is more
Morgan stressed that, with 

the P-C Cruisers, her goal is for 
“quality over quantity” in terms 
of how many yards per workout 
Thinman and others complete.

“Sophie is successful be­
cause she has teammates that

surround her with a hard-work­
ing ethic, (have) positive atti­
tudes, and enjoy each other’s 
company,” Morgan said. “Right 
now she has a core group of 
nine other girls, and when the 
boys get back from high school 
season the group will grow to 
18.

“All of these athletes swim 
year round and compete above 
a state level. This past August, 
Sophie and two other (P-C 
Cruisers) teammates, Eugene 
Li and Kevin Hao, travelled 
down to Atlanta for a meet one 
step below nationals.”

Diinman, Li and Hao have 
many teammates in the P-C 
Cruisers who are benefiting 
from Morgan’s coaching ap­
proach.

“With the boys and girls at 
this level,” Morgan explained, 
“my goal is to continue to en­
able them to accomplish more 
every season, whether that be 
physically, mentally, aerobical­
ly or mechanically.

“I think the continued suc­
cess of our team though is sole­

ly dependent on the relation­
ships that the kids maintain 
with each other, day in and day 
out.”

Morgan was still earning a 
degree in mechanical engineer­
ing and a master’s in hydrody­
namics at University of Michi­
gan when she started coaching 
in 1999 with the Ann Arbor 
Swim Club.

Her advanced college educa­
tion informs her coaching, 
which she described as “me­
chanically driven.”

lb that end, Morgan’s coach­
ing — and hours in the pool, of 
course — help swimmers gain 
the muscle memory needed to 
perfect various movements and 
get faster and more efficient in 
the process.

Quick study
The daughter of Roeland and 

Kim Ibinman of Northville is a 
prime example.

With Morgan’s coaching, she 
has made up for being a couple 
years behind other swimmers.

“It is true that I have started

competitive swimming a little 
bit late for the level that I am 
currently at,” Ibimnan said. “I 
started swimming when I was 8 
years old while most start at 6.1 
gave up competitive figure 
skating to focus on swimming 
at the age of 10.”

But she has shown herself to 
be a quick study, one with po- 
tenti^ to at least perform for a 
college.

“Her level of swimming for 
her age is bigger than high 
school swimming,” Morgan 
said. “Most colleges will come 
knocking on your door for just 
one of the cuts that she has 
made.

“She’s already made it to a 
level that will catch the eye of 
top swimming colleges.”

Indeed, Sophia 'Ibinman’s 
next wave of success already is 
beginning. Where it takes her 
could be a journey worth keep­
ing an eye on.

tsm ith@ hometowniife.com  
Tw itter @TimSmith_Sports

GAME
Continued from Page B1

up with a shot from a special 
five-point box set up outside 
the three-point line. With only 
seconds ticking away on a 
49-45 scoreboard, the Liberty 
Lions humbly accepted defeat 
as the Bulldogs let the clock 
run down.

Although, West Middle 
School took home the first 
annual Crossover Trophy, the 
whole community won.

In addition to helping those 
in need through Goodfellows, 
the Crossover charity estab­
lished intervention funds to 
support at-risk student pro­
grams for academic interven­
tions and assistance for Liber­
ty Middle School and West 
Middle School.

To date, more than $5,000 
has been raised, a feat accom­
plished through business spon­
sorships, concessions, raffle 
tickets, T-shirt sales and ad­
mission fees.

Some lucky fans also 
walked away with some fab­
ulous prizes like a set of four 
Detroit Red Wings tickets, a 
signed Dylan Larkin Red 
Wings jersey and other re­
wards.

SUBMITTED
After the thrilling basketball game on Dec. 16, members of the teams representing West and Liberty middle schools posed for a massive group photo.

mailto:bemons@hometownlife.com
mailto:tsmith@hometowniife.com
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COLLEGE BASEBALL

Haeger resigns from Madonna University post
Coach racked up 651 

wins, 11 league titles
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Greg Haeger, who spent 
nearly half of his life connected 
to the Madonna University 
baseball program, has stepped 
down after 21 seasons as head 
coach.

Haeger, a two-time All-Big 
Ten selection at the University 
of Michigan and a former De­
troit Tigers farmhand, said he 
has accepted a job at Total 
Sports in Wixom as its director 
of baseball operations.

“It’s not the same Madonna 
that I’ve been working at for 
the past 19-20 years of my life; 
it was just a good time,” Haeger 
said.

The 47-year-old Haeger, who 
ranks 17th among active NAIA 
baseball coaches in wins (651), 
recently submitted his letter of 
resignation to Scott Kennell, 
who is in the midst of his first 
year as MU’s new athletic di­
rector.

“He just said this is just the

Haeger

right time to step down 
from the position,” Ken­
nell said.

Madonna is undergo­
ing a transition period 
with its administration 
after the installation of 
new school president Dr. 
Michael Grandillo during 
the faU of 2015.

Kennell replaced Bryan 
Rizzo, who left to take a similar 
position at Dearborn Divine 
Child High School in June. The 
school’s head athletic trainer 
Beth Hubbard and sports in­
formation director Tim John­
ston both resigned recently.

The Madonna athletic direc­
tor said an immediate search 
has begun for Haeger’s replace­
ment, but he has yet to conduct 
any interviews.

Meanwhile, assistant coach­
es Mike George (whom Haeger 
replaced as head coach in June 
of 1996), along with Stu Rose 
and Mark Henkel, remain listed 
on the school’s website as cur­
rent baseball staff members.

“Obviously we want some­
body to come in here is going to 
keep our program at a high 
level, just not in the playing

realm, but also in the 
classroom as well,” 
Kennell said. “Our 
student-athletes have 
done a great job in the 
program on the field 
and off the field, and 
that’s something we 
take pride in and want 

to continue that throughout our 
program.”

In addition to his baseball 
duties, Haeger was also respon­
sible for the maintenance and 
upkeep of Hitch Ballpark, as 
well as University Field’s soc­
cer and softball facilities. He 
also assisted in management at 
MU athletic events.

During his 21 seasons, Haeg­
er posted a 651-413-5 overall 
record, capturing 11 Wolverine- 
Hoosier Athletic Conference 
regular season (including four 
straight from 2008-11), along 
with five WHAC playoff titles.

The longest tenured head 
coach in the WHAC, Haeger 
guided the Crusaders to five 
NAIA National Tournament 
appearances (2009,2010,2013, 
2015 and 2016). In 2010, MU won 
a school-record 48 games. He 
was named NAIA Region Coach

of the Year three times and 
NAIA Great Lakes Section 
Coach of the Year in 1998.

In his final full season (2016), 
the Crusaders finished 41-17, 
including a 24-4 mark in the 
conference. During the new 
WHAC fall baseball schedule, 
which ended in early October, 
MU went 5-3.

“He had a strong rapport 
with all the student-athletes,” 
Kennell said. “I know he had a 
deep care for all the student- 
athletes at Madonna University, 
and it showed every day at 
work. He’s someone we valued 
a lot at Madonna.”

As a pitcher and first base- 
man, Haeger led Detroit Catho­
lic Central to the MHSAA Class 
A state baseball title in 1987. 
The Livonia native was named 
Michigan Amateur Player of 
the Year and was drafted his 
senior year by the Tigers, but 
opted to accept a scholarship 
play under coach Bud Mid- 
daugh at U-M.

Haeger signed with Tigers’ 
organization following his ju­
nior draft-eligible year at Mich­
igan and moved up the minor 
league ranks, earning All-Star

honors for the Florida State 
League champion Lakeland 
Tigers in 1992.

But a knee in ji^  prema­
turely cut short his pro career 
and he returned to tJ-M to earn 
his de^ee, while also landing 
an assistant coaching position 
under George.

“It was fun, I grew up there,” 
said Haeger, who resides in 
New Hudson with his wife Jean 
and sons 'IVey and Evan. “Ma­
donna is a very integral part of 
my life from the friendships 
across the board, the faculty, 
athletic staff, the coaches and 
then the players. I had an op­
portunity to get to know quite a 
few young men coming through 
the baseball program and other 
sports at Madonna. And those 
relationships are unique. I still 
appreciate how they helped me 
grow as a person and I hope 
they appreciate how I helped 
them grow. It was a good run. I 
definitely will miss it. I’ll miss 
the kids. I’ll miss what Madon­
na was to me, not necessarily 
recently, but I’ll miss it.”

bemons@ hom etownlife.com  
Twitter: @bemons1

BOWLS
Continued from Page B1

Lucky Shamrocks
Michigan’s success this 

year — a 10-2 record and No. 6 
ranking in the playoff stand­
ings — has been founded on 
one of the nation’s top de­
fenses. Catholic Central gradu­
ate Matt Godin plays a key 
role on the Wolverines’ stout 
defensive line as the starting 
nose tackle. Godin, a senior, 
has 25 tackles this season, with 
two tackles for loss, including 
a sack. Much of his contribu­
tion goes unrecognized on the 
stat sheet, however, as his 
success in plugging the middle 
of Michigan’s line often pro­
vides other defenders the op­
portunity to shoot through 
gaps to make a tackle.

Godin joined U-M under 
head coach Brady Hoke, who 
played a hands-on role in 
coaching the defensive line. “I 
learned a ton from Coach Hoke 
and Coach (Greg) Mattison,” 
Godin said. “Those two taught 
me everything I know about 
playing defensive line, honest­
ly. It was great having a head 
coach who specialized in the 
defensive line.”

When Harbaugh took 
charge prior to the 2015 sea­
son, former defensive coor­
dinator Mattison became the 
D-line coach, providing Godin 
and his fellow linemen some 
continuity, and helping the 
Wolverines post back-to-back 
double-digit victory seasons 
for the first time since 2002- 
03.

The former Catholic Cen­
tral All-Stater has played in 41 
games at Michigan, with 15 
starts, and earned honorable 
mention All-Big Ten notice this 
season. In his final college 
game on Friday, Godin says 
Michigan will emphasize stop­
ping the Florida State running 
game, led by Dalvin Cook, to 
force third-and-long situations. 
“He’s probably the fastest 
running back that we’ve 
faced,” Godin says. Godin adds 
that the Seminoles have a 
strong offensive line and a 
“tough” freshman quarter­
back, Deondre Francois.

After the Orange Bowl, 
Godin will focus on training 
for Michigan’s pro day, with 
the hope of continuing his 
football career in the NFL.

Friday could also be the last 
game for another CC grad, 
fourth-year senior Garrett 
Moores. The former Sham­
rocks quarterback became 
Michigan’s holder for extra 
points and field goals this year. 
He performed flawlessly — 
and also ran in a two-point 
conversion — to earn the sec­
ond national “Holder of the 
Year” award. The honor was 
originated last year by former 
Minnesota holder Peter Mor- 
tell, who gave the initial award 
to himself. Although it’s not an 
official NCAA honor, Moores’ 
victory was announced nation­
ally on ESPN and was cele­
brated among the Wolverines.

“It’s great to see him have 
some success,” Godin says.
“It’s not easy to hold it and 
place it down as well as he has. 
He has a bigger role that some 
people think, and we’re defi­
nitely fortunate to have him.”
The Undefeated

Shortly after earning the 
first bowl game victory in 
Western Michigan’s history in

Matt Godin, a Catholic Central grad, plays
ERIC BRONSON | U-M PHOTOGRAPHY, E. BRONSON

last year’s Bahamas Bowl, 
head coach P.J. Fleck told the 
team it was his “expectation” 
that the Broncos would appear 
in the 2017 Cotton Bowl, ac­
cording to senior linebacker 
Lucas Cherocci.

The Brother Rice grad ad­
mits that the team initially felt 
Fleck’s goal was “crazy,” but 
as Western piled up victories 
this season — including wins 
over Big Ten foes Northwest­
ern and Illinois — the players 
began to believe. “We had the 
vision, the people in the pro­
gram did the work and now we 
have the ultimate goal,” Che­
rocci adds.

Cherocci, who joined the 
Broncos as a walk-on, red- 
shirted in 2013, playing on the 
scout team and helping pre­
pare the starters for each 
game. He saw the field as a 
special teams performer in 
2014, and after the season. 
Fleck awarded him a schol­
arship. Cherocci has played 
linebacker but has mainly 
been a special teams player

over the last two years, a role 
in which he takes pride. In 
three seasons, Cherocci has 14 
tackles in 26 games, with two 
tackles for loss.

At Western, Cherocci said, 
special teams performers are 
called “how” guys, which he 
defines as “a guy that plays 
with passion and plays with his 
heart.”

“It sounds like a bunch of 
program (cliches), but that’s 
how everyone operates on this 
team,” Cherocci said. “Every­
one’s bought into the program, 
the culture.... The big thing 
about our success this year is, 
we’re a family. And I (com­
pare) that to my time at Broth­
er Rice. I always thought that 
my team at Brother Rice was a 
family. And then I came here 
and everyone’s so tight-knit.”

Cherocci calls Cotton Bowl 
opponent Wisconsin — ranked 
eighth in the college playoff 
standings, compared to 15th- 
ranked Western — an “elite 
team” but adds that the Bron­
cos “don’t have anything to

prove. We just have to be our­
selves and we have play like 
ourselves and play like we 
know we can.... And that’s the 
way to win the game.”

The Cotton Bowl marks 
Cherocci’s last football game. 
After graduating this spring, 
he hopes to work as a parole 
officer while also developing 
his own fitness business.
Other area players

Cherocci’s Cotton Bowl 
opponents include Wisconsin 
redshirt freshman David 
Moorman, a 2014 All-State 
selection from Northville 
High, who played in all 13 
games as a reserve offensive 
lineman this season.

Michigan’s area talent in­
cludes senior tight end Mi­
chael Jocz from Novi High, 
who served mainly as a block­
er and special teams perform­
er, but also caught one pass for 
12 yards, returned a punt for 
27 yards and blocked two 
kicks. Country Day grad Mau­
rice Ways, a junior wide re­

ceiver, caught two passes for 
24 yards. Other local Wolver­
ines who saw the field this 
year include sophomore quar­
terback Alex Malzone from 
Brother Rice; Plymouth native 
Nate Schoenle, a freshman 
wide receiver; and junior run­
ning back Joe Hewlett from 
Novi High, who carried the 
ball twice for -1 yards. Brother 
Rice grad Anthony Dalimonte, 
a senior safety, was named 
Michigan’s scout team player 
of the year by the coaching 
staff.

At Eastern, sophomore 
defensive back Ross Williams, 
a Birmingham Groves gradu­
ate, has played in 20 games in 
two years. He had 10 tackles 
and an interception this sea­
son. Sophomore defensive 
back Brandon Macklin from 
Novi High played in one con­
test in 2016. Offensive lineman 
Jeremy Hickey from Brother 
Rice played in 10 games in 
2015 but didn’t see action this 
season.

mailto:bemons@hometownlife.com
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and ad at any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. • Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final 
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an order. Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper Is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which states that It is Illegal to advertise ‘ any preference, llmttcrtlon, or discrimination." 
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all your needs...

Personal Chef Professional, 
experienced CIA trained chef seeks 
part time positions cooking organic, 

ethical, nutritional meals for 
individuals or families. (248)231- 

9322 elizgbethelliott9220gmoil.com

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT for
Vintage, Antique & Other Valuable 
Items. Single (terns to storage units 
to entire estates. Professional, 
courteous, fair, honest, discreet older 
gentleman. I DRIVE TO YOU. Coins, 
costume & fine iewelry, knick knacks, 
militory, collections, books, toys, 
stereos, instruments, ephemera, 
clothing, Christmas, much more. 
Richard, BSE, MBA:
248-795-03<2, www.1844wepayyou.com

Business

of loreai
J by joes

NOW HIRING
• Counter help • with barista exp.
• PM Baker (shift 7pm-2am). 

Apply in person at Joe's Produce
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd.

j —u Home for Sale' 
Instate Get re s u lts . 

Advertise in 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Pointing By Robert • Wallpaper 
Removal •Interior •Exterior* Plaster/ 
Drywail Repoir *Staining. 40 yrs exp 
Free Est! 248-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

opportunites, lease, Invest.

Commercial 
V . Industrial Lease

Adopt M e

RN and/or LPN
For busy Gostroenterology 

Practice Office in Farmington 
Hills. 2 yrs. medical office exp 
preferred. Fax or email resume 

248-471-8904 /  infoQsogadocs.com

NOVI HOME - BRAND NEW
Spacious 4 bdrm, 2 bath w/gourmet 
Kitchen. Award winning South Lyon 
Schools, Private yord, off road park­
ing & more. Priced to sell $64,900 

Call Nina todoy 248.349.3949

Transportation

LOW COST VET VACCINE 
WELLNESS CLINIC 

Highland Feed & Supply 
217 E. Livingston Rd.

Sot. Jon. 21st, I0am-lpm  
DHPP Lepto CV BDT $4^ 3 year 
Rabies $16, Heartworm test $19 

Skin, Eor & Eye exams avoil. 
313-686-5701

SOUTH LYON 
Gorgeous Commerical Free 

Standing building.
1,000 sq. ft.. Directly on High 

Traffic Hwy., 1,300 sq. ft. addition 
approved. Available Feb. 1st. 

Call 248-756-3939

r n s m s m
DRIVER-WRECKER

Weekend & Night Shift available. 
Experience 8i Mechanical ability 

preferred. Call Mon-Fri, btwn 9-5 
(734) 591-0456 Or email resume:

I i vtowl 976©hotma i I .com

Real Estate

best deal for you...

SSE B B SS IB
H & W $$ for iunk vehicles. Free tow. 

Buying repoirobles. 734-223-5561

NOTICE TO SPECTRUM CABLE CUSTOMERS

Important Information about Your Spectrum Channel Lineup
Communities Served: Farmington Hills; Farmington; Livonia; Novi; and Redford, Ml 
Effective on or after December 1, 2016, MundoMax on Standard, channel 84 and 
1807 ceased transmission of their signal.
For a complete channel lineup, visit brighthouse.com.

For more information, please call 1-877-885-8318 
or visit our website at brighthouse.com

S p e c L r u m ^

LOW COST VET VACCINE 
WELLNESS CLINIC 

TSC ~  WHITE LAKE 
10150 Highland Rd. Sun. Jon. 15th, 
4PM-6:30PM DHPP Lepto CV BDT 
$M, 3 year Rabies $14, Heartworm 

Test $15 w/ purchase of 6 months 
heortworm prevention.

MUST BRING AD. Skin, Ear & Eye 
exams avail. 313-686-5701

Assorted

ems
all kinds of things...

CASHIER/ Full-Time.
Bloomfield Hills auto deoler. 

Experience preferred.
Good Benefits.

Fox resume: 248-644-7444 or Email: 
carolynOmbbloomfield.com

GLAZIER/GLASS INSTALLER
Experienced only. 

Contact Crystal Glass 
New Hudson, Ml 

248-685-9220
isolomonOcrystolglossinc.net

Livonio-Real Estate Auction!
19044 Hiltcrest St. Beautiful 3- 
Bedroom, 1,100+ ranch. Open 

House: Tues. Dec. 27th 4-6 p.m. 
Auction Dote: Wednesday, Jan. 

11th. Visit www.MichigonAuctionC 
ompany.com for more information. 

1st time on the morket.
Seller is highly motivated.

REFRIGERATORS $150 & up! Range, 
washer/dryer $125 8c up! 90 day 

warranty/dellverylCall: (734) 796-3472

We can sell it in 
C LA SSIFIED !

Find your 
new job 

H E R E !

W e  c a n  

s e ll it in 

C LA SSIFIED !

Ann Arbor/Sheldon Rd.
Spacious 1 -2 bedroom 

Apartments
Pool, A/C, Carport

2 Months 50% off rent!*
"With approved credit & income

Call 734-455-6570
LO-000030M2S

Find your new job HERE!

F R E E  R E N T  U N T lU a n u a r y  1st!
$498** moves you in!

Homes starting as low as $(,099/month!
3 & 4 Bedroom Homes Available!

Don't delay & call today! These homes are going fast!
Call Sun Homes today, (888) 685-0265 

Or apply on line at www.4northville.com
South Lyon Schools!
OFFICE HOURS:

M-F8a-5:30p*Sat9a-lp 
Offer expires (2/31/2016 

_______ *'*Some restrictions apply. EHO SUNHOMES

W h o ’s  l o o k i n g  a t  m y  r e s u m e ?

H o w  d o  I s t a c k  u p  a g a i n s t  

o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e s ?

G e t in s id e r  in fo  y o u  w o n 't  f in d  a n y w h e re  e lse . 

T h a t a n d  a to n  o f  jo b s .

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  n e w  C a r e e r B u i ld e r . c o m

S H C R R E E R B U IL D E R
© 2016 CareerBuilder, LLC. All rights reserved.

http://www.1844wepayyou.com
http://www.MichigonAuctionC
http://www.4northville.com
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THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MORTGAGE MONITOR

NMLS# 30 Yr. Pts. 15 Yr. Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending 138560 (734) 459-0782 ' 4 : $ 0 0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions 164511 (800) 593-1912 4 0 3.25 0

AFI Rnanciai ;  ̂ 2431 (877) 234-0600 ' ; 4.1)3® ' 0 ' 3.25 0 i

Ametiplus Mortgage Corp. 127931 (248) 740-2323 4.125 0 3.25 0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank , 399721  ̂ (313)565-3100 ' ; 4 0 0 3.5 0

Fifth Third Bank 403245 (800) 792-8830 4.375 0 3.75 0

Lenderful.com .1326443: ienderful.com ;; 0.125 3 .^ 5 0

Ross Mortgage 107716 (248) 282-1602 4.5 0 3.75 0

Zeal Credit Union 408356 ; (734)466-6113 , 1 0.25 : - m m ' 0 ‘

Above Information available as of 12/22/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a 

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment 

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2.00 P.M. at www.rmcreport.com.

All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032 

© 2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved

l o v e

f o r g e t

T O  D E L E T E  
Y O U R

b r o w s e r

h i s t o r y .

H A T E  D R A M A ?
G O  TO  CARS.CO M .

R e s e a r c h .  P r i c e .  F i n d .  O n l y  

C a r s . c o m  h e l p s  y o u  g e t  t h e  

r i g h t  c a r  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  d r a m a .

PRICE 9
RESEARCH

cars,com

A L L  D R I V E .  N o d r a m a ! '

PUZZLE CORNER

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 “Y o u ... over 
there...”

5 Significance
12 Wee bits
16 Pine—
19 Bi- + hexa-
20 “My — ”

(Willa Gather 
novel)

21 Panache
22 Kin of mono-
23 Very hot 

shnjbby 
wasteland?

25 Law firm 
aide, in brief

26 Mutt's threat
27 Stuff making 

a big bang
28 Harem 

room
29 45s' cousins
30 Average 

desert 
drainage 
basin?

32 Reaction 
to inhaling 
element #2?

35 Without a —  
(very poor)

36 Painful 
things to 
touch

37 They may 
hold gold

38 Big blue 
body

39 Goldfish 
doing a 
funny circus 
act?

9142 Literary critic 
Connolly

44 “C'mon, help 
mo out here"

47 Accept an 
insult humbly

50 Paunch from 
overdoing it 
on Mexican 
frxxl?

53 Hellenic T "
54 Brit's lav
55 “You, over 

there!”
58 Jersey's 

largest city
59 Mink coat 

taken by a 
thief?

62 Vamoose
64 Actor

Mueller-Stahl
67 Vast time 

span
68 Plains home
69 One given 

a water 
shaft as
a gift? 120

73 Sports show 121

92

99
103

109

111
112

115

118
119

summary 
77 Jackie's 

Onassis
79 Waterfall 

nymph
80 Tasty bits 
82 Steers a

ship's front 
right or left? 

86 Otter cousin
89 Yalie's 

nickname
90 '50s prez

122
123

126
127
128

Grafton's 
for AliW  
Twisted wit 
used by a 
film's actors? 
Character 
Dressed like 
many a Scot 
Small ducks 
Forward 
thrust in 
water polo? 
U.S. soldiers 
“I cannot tell

"Need — ? ”
(driver's
query)
Dads
Fine dishes 
that have 
been split? 
Brush off 
a bishop's 
hat?
Nanny's cry 
Gold, 
in Peru 
Chill (out) 
Pal, to Pierre 
Norse god 
Message 
spelled out 
by the 12 
added letters 
In this puzzle 
Mil. rank 
Feat of skill 
Wmds off a 
spool 
”—  boyl"
(“All rightr) 
H.S. subject

131 See
75-Down

132 Brand of 
Irish cream

133 Sonnet, e.g.

DOW N
1 After this, to 

a logician
2 Set design
3 Country's —  

Brothers
4 Black gunk
5 Little candies 

with shells
6 Hold the 

interest of
7  One “A” of 

NCAA: Abbr.
8 Festive 

53-Downs
9 Like many 

smartphone 
game 
purchases

10 Trny peeves
11 Exclamation 

of frustration
12 Indiana 

university
13 Jai follower
14 Comic 

Roseanne
15 Is testy with
16 Many a 

placebo
17 One way to 

eat pastrami
18 Former 

Italian coins
24 Debtor's slip
30 Hoodvirink
31 Byron, e.g.

7833 That so ?"
34 Limerick's 

rhyme 
scheme

35 Do in
39 Mil. rank
40 In the vicinity
41 Reason
43 Advice­

giving Ann
45 Perpetually, 

in verse
46 Acid's 

counterpart
48 Small deer
49 Boatload
51 Co. biggie
52 Repetitive 

cry of pain
53 Song
55 Prez elected 

In '48
56 Wring (out)
57 Puppy's bark
59 Bill with Abe
60 Major rainfall 106
61 Bills with 

Washington 107
63 College VIP 109
65 Nutrition 110

amt. 112
66 Unassuming
70 Seth’s  eldest 113

son 114
71 Edict
72 Islamic chief
74 Third letter
75 With 

131-Across, 
listening 
intently

76 Trre inflation 
abbr.

100

104

116
117
118

123

Toothpaste 
brand of old 
Yoko —  
Advice tidbit 
Short guitar, 
for short 
Lifting again 
Iranian cash 
U.S. 10, e g. 
Gnat relative 
Smokes 
Heady quaff 
“You betcha' 
Carpet area 
meas.
Make 
obsolete 
Trunk knot 
Aware 
of and 
interested In 
Striped 
Big name in 
whiskey 
Topples 
“I wish that 
were true!" 
Accent 
Maxim 
Unit of light 
Island off the 
Italian coast 
Jacket flap 
Bovine 
beast
Mind produci 
Arena part 
"Munich” stai 
Eric 
Nerve 
center 
“— hawl" 
Talk noisily

109 110

115

121

126

130

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 

smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at
OuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
4 9 2 6

8 4

2 1

5 8 1

3 7

6 3 2

9 7

3 6

2 7 5 3

Here's How It  Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

9 e 9 8 1 , p Z Z 6
2 z 6 9 9 8 1. 8
I. p 8 Z z 6 9 8 9
9 2 8 6 8 Z 1 9
t' 8 L 9 9 1 e 6 Z
6 1 9 e P z 8 9 L
1 6 P 1. Z 9 9 8 e
e 9 1 P 8 z Z
8 9 Z L e 9 6 P 1.

NEW YEAR WORD SEARCH

I j 
V A 
H Y

B U 
F I

R 
V 
J 
T 
I 
A 
T 
U 
A 
R 
E 
S 
0 
L 
U 
T 
I

S 0 U 
0 N Y 
E V I

B B I

N H 
N A

C U

H C 
B A

U B 
X W

C E
Find the words hidden vertically, horiiontoliy & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

WORDS

ADVANCEMĤ r FAMILY
AWIVERSARY FISCAL
ANNUAL FRI0IDS
BALLOONS HOLIDAY
BIRTHDAY JANUARY
CALB4DAR KISS
CELEBRATION LATEST
CHAMPAGNE NEW
CHEERS PARTIES
CONFETTI PHYSICAL
C0NTB1P0RARY PREMIER
COUNTDOWN RESOLUTION
CROWD REVELRY
cuRRurr SINGING
DATE TAXES
DECEMBER VACATION
DECORATIONS YEAR

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
BBBD (QllDCinClB I3DE1B EIBD 
ElBOD □CIDBBnD IlDDB □□□

□GIC1DI!I BBCl 
□liBIili CmaBiaBClIlIi □liBDB

□□BDCIDDIiB □□□ BBEl DIIB 
□ on  BEIDCI EiaBBDClIlQDBDB BBia BIIBEI DIEIQIIBBB □□□□ Bmisi BiJlJB nmniwMfc’aici QQBIQ

M

http://www.rmcreport.com
mailto:smcclellan@michigan.com


B6 (*) 0 & E Media | Thursday, December 29, 2016 CUMifl«d Advertising; 1-80O-579-7355 hom«tpvimllfe.com

“'l i -  j :.ii
.: ii* 4 1 »! r. ’

E N J O Y  C L O G -F R E E  G U T T E R S .. .

G U A R A N T EED
■■'r V; ■

''s•• V’ v'-” •
. \ ■

■ . V •■'■’c'' '■ * i .

1 ■ '

i L e a f G u a r d K

.......

i

IT ' ■/•

m h - H

OF MICHIGAN

'M t
\}

■ f ■?«•>

v;':W

■• ■<- i
; S^; V 11

A t  L e a f G u a r d ®  o f  In d ia n a , w e  a re  d e d ic a te d  to  e n s u r in g  
y o u r  h o m e  is p r o te c te d  y e a r  r o u n d , w h ic h  is w h y  
w e  o ffe r  a n o -c io g  g u a r a n te e .

J Lifetime No-Ciog Warranty J One-Piece Design
V Fuiiy independent of Roof J 30% Thicker Materiai
V Lifetime Paint Finish Warranty J Famiiy Owned & Operated

bT b
iMMttu A +

</’ S.

■ i

2 4 I L 6 8 6 . 2 7 2 5 r,{) •’" ■••


