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I THE BEST OF PAUL CHANDLER

Death of a President
(Editor’s Note: This column sppeered in 

Novemb^. 1063. following the assasstoetlon 
oi President John F. Kenne<iy.)

« e •
**Sllcnoe that dreadful bell!** shoutn one of 

Shakeepeere’s chancters in a tragic play.
And that la the mood of this somber ob­

server today . . . silence it if we can. for the 
bell tolls, we fear, for thee and me.

America has been going to Hell for s  long 
time; slowly by tome standards, but surely.

Hate is in the engine room, stoking our 
fires, choming and energizing the aosrlet ship 
e l national scandal.

The plastic ahapes of our people, capable 
of so much elae noble and better, for years 
havs been changing into craven forma, barren 
of humane tboughta. void of love, numbed by 
bats and sensuality and self-indulgence.

America has been losing Its seal, the snly 
ttdng that elevates men toward Heaven and 
away fretn Hell.

• « •
In offering these thburi^ts today. 1 am 

thinking of our own partkulm' subur^n audi­
ence — of Uvoaia. Plymouth. NanJdn, .North- 
vUle. Canton. Bedford. It isn’t some distant 
’’them** who are guilty, K is us: die problem 
Isn’t  abstract, it is pencsui to thee and me.

There is Hate la the saburhs. mere la- 
tease in seme ways than H can be feead 
anywhere else in America.

*niere is debauchery in our suburban towna. 
more pronounced in some ways than an3nvhere 
else In Michigan.

There are strange and broken, snarling and 
snapping, horror-fllled homes in our suburban 
areas. Jn greeter oumbers possibly than any 
oompsrable geographic place in our SUte.

Our suburban homes are Jammed with chil­
dren—half die popolatloa in sebool, or younger 
—growing up with no better goal or objective 
dun the futile attempt to accumulate the 
maximum amount of material goods, and then 
to spend these **rlcbes’'  in sensual pennis- 
slvfsess.

To an uncommon degree, suburbanites 
particularly live among hate peddlers, get- 
rieh-qulck guys, hedonistB. fascists, aad iatsl- 
lectual chests.

There was a paragraph In Justice Warren's 
remarks over President Kennedy’s bier which 
brought into mind so many local politicians 
and an Infamous local tabloid newspaper.

**ls It toe much hepe.** asked Wsrrca. 
**that the martsrrdem aC aur beloved Presl- 
deat might even softea toe hearts ef these 
wh# would toesBselves recoil from amaasiiu- 
ttoB but who do aot shriak from spresdiag 
toe venom which Uadles thought of It lu 
others?”

Prom oitf experience here, sre sadly would 
have to give Justice Warren an opinioo. ”slas. 
H ia too much to hope . . .  th m  are bard 
people.”

We have among us some who use Hate, 
dividing neUd^bor against neighbor, for no 
greater reaaon than cheap. sb<wt-term political 
admntage. or even less important commercial 
purposes.

Hate killed President Kennedy, and Hate 
compounded the murder two more times with* 
In 48 hours.

Death and murder are the inevitable. ulU*

mate destiny of Hate, for the total objective 
b  to remove one’s subject of hatred.

If there b  resistance, murder b  valid by 
the credo of Hate. And Hate, sufficiently re­
fined. removes all formal fear, even as does 
love.

Hence, murder, assassination, violence.
• • •

In the lifetime of most of us. the gunning- 
down of John F. Kennedy created a sense 
of loss, of void, of confusi9n unequalled here­
tofore.

It b  eur theory that thb  was felt se 
keenly heeaase a# many feel se weak, so 
coBfosed. so guilty and so mbdireeted • • • 
with a sense ef despair aod fear witoin. ws 
have placed nncommou trust In tbe Presi­
dent. toe Tatoer” of our country.

We do not regard it as coincidental that 
the man who was our President and the man 
who b  our Governor each have a strong meas­
ure of philosophy in their make-up. TTioy 
appear mottvoted by ideals, by theology, by a 
sense that man’s destiny can be mapped in 
intangible thought and that the road to peace 
and happiness b  of spirit, rather than material.

A majority of the voters thought they de­
tected these qualities in Kennedy and Romney 
and sent them to high office. America b  
starved for ideaibta; politics produces precious 
few: but the people do sense the need and 
elevate them when ihey can be found.

For Ibb reason. Facto and Opinions re- 
firda toe n ^ id e n t's  death with exeeedinx 
alarm. At thb danserous boor, with our 
nattonal morals •« cancerous sad our pur­
pose so confused, we needed Kennedy like 
never before. As s nation, we are operating 
in extremely eloae quarters.

To have hb life taken by a sneering young 
man, still in his 20'b and without a ^ reer; 
and to have in turn a aadbtic Chicago hoodlum, 
good buddy and confidante of the police and 
the JournalbU, get hia gun into the act there­
after; b  all too typical of American society 
as it exists today. And to have the murder 
televised ’’live'* into most living rooms b  in­
credulity.

If God b  aecckittc to warn Americans as 
to where they are beaded, and doing It in 
s way that mortab here could understond. 
be could have chosen no miwe effective com- 
municstion means. It b  almost as if Hb 
hands were upon tbe mUlioot televbion 
diab.

• * •
What now?
There is one course, to scramble back to 

the original national purposes; to serve hu- 
nMnlty everywhere; to correct injustice where 
we find K; to direct our gaze outward rather 
than inward.

In the emergency of the hour, the words 
of President Lincoln serve well, when he 
urges to proceed . . .

“With malice toward none; with charity 
for all; with firmness In the right as God 
gives US to see toe right let us strive on 
to ftnbh the work we are in; to bind up the 
nation’s wounds: to eare for him who shall 
have borne the battle, and for hb  widow and 
hb orphan—to do all whleh may achieve and 
cherish a Just and lasting peace among our­
selves and with all uattons.”
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Can He Meet The ChaUenge?
o / .

R E A D E R S  S P E A K  UP:
^Grateful for Observer*

Dear Myra and Members of 
The Observer Staff:

of journalistic excellence estab- from thb world. As sUted in remain loud and clear.

ih s L  S e m s L . . ,
By M Y R A  C H A N D LE R

Do not pray for etgy Uvm. Pray to be itronger Men!
Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers. Pray for 
powers equal to your taAs.

These words were underlined in one of Paul’s 
favorite and oft-referred-to books.

While down for the count 1 did a lot of reading, 
trying to find an answer to the pain and emptiness that 
comes from losing a loved one in death. There isn't a 
letter written, a pUce marked in a book, a scribbled note 
that doesn’t  indicate that the eye of Paul Chandler was 
on the future of these communities with faith in their 
^owth; that he hoped for accomplishments for educa­
tional legislation, toward assisting the communities 
which he served. I took the above quotation as my own 
private message.

The many, many letters received from all over the 
state of Michigan indicate that people were aware of 
Paul’s dedication to serve, his honesty and personal 
integrity. This is comforting.

There is no doubt, if we listen hard enough, we 
can find those who do not mourn the silence of Paul 
Chandler and his column Facts end Opinions. You know 
them, the politician with more ambition than qualifica­
tions, the character assassin, the business wheeler- 
dealer—against whom Paul stood guard.

After nine years of being pounded over the head 
with the importance and public trust of being a forth­
right and honest journalist, there are several among 
us who are dedicated disciples of Paul’s philosophy. 

The style will not be as effective but the message
lished by Paul Chaudler.

I am deeply saddened by the 
death of Paul Chandler. He was 
a responsible journalist, dedi­
cated to the noble purposes of 
reporting facts in a well-written 
and factually accurate manner

KENNETH E. PRATHER
God rocked the boat, but we ain’t down yet!

Resolution
Thb being the time for resolu-

and analyzing news so that hia
readers could make intelligent reaoluUon for 1965;

Yule Appreciation
Editor:
Please share with your read , , ^  ^

iiiMim i« /lAttth K t* ers our kindest appreciation for isnd County has filed and is considered one of the
ers I feel 1 personal loss at the the responses to our Christmas “young turks’’ or enlightened Republicans—is a Romney 

I I ca ee destined for great- of p,ui chand- appeal in behalf of our forgot- supporter, a liberal — and in one case in the Senate
ler and have been greatly moved ten patients. The interest on the where he previously served, stood up for eight hours to 
by the tasteful reminds of hb part of Individuab In your com- recognized by the opponents of a bill he was sponsor-
ionmaiutir .hiiuv hi. .in- munily c e r t a i n l y  was wide- opposing him claims to be a protest candidate

deebitms concerning bfues, peo­
ple and events.

In Paul Chandler's political 
career as a State Representa­
tive, he unselfishly committed 
himself to the interests of Bed­
ford Township and made the 
needs of our community known 
to the State Legblature. His 
untimely death cut short

great
ness.

Paul Chandler was a gifted 
and talented person, w h i c h  
was proved by the esteem in 
w h i c h  he was held by his 
fellow newspapermen. Para­
phrasing Doc Greene of The 
Detroit News, Paul Chandler 
would observe a situation 
with another newspaperman 
and then write the story of 
that event In a more descrip­
tive and penetrating manner 
than his fellow newspaper­
man.
I have regularly read The 

Bedford Observer since 1958, 
when 1 became a resident of 
Bedford Township. The Bedford 
Observer, under tbe direction of 
Paul Chandler, established cer

I resolve to continue taking 
the "Bedford Observer” weekly,

the creed of the United States 
Junior Chamber of Commerce 
” . . .  earth’s great treasure lies
in human personaUtyL” Paul The most important event looming in the future 
Ciundler was one of '‘earth's to me is the election to replace Paul Chandler in the 
great treasures'" and we shall 14th Senatorial District.

Edward McNamara, Livonia Councilman, has filed 
as a candidate on the Democratic ticket. This is probably 
the first time in Edward McNamara’s political history 

FOBTOETOTBIE MEMBEB- *1® ^as committed i t s e l f  so decisively This is

all miss him.
Sincerely,

GERALD J. MARKOWICH

JAYCEES.
since I feel that H presents the SHIP OF THE R EM ''O R D  indicated  by his popularity . No public Official, to  be

effective, can be so beloved.
But Ed has the qualifications to become a statesman 

once he learns the importance of commitment. He has 
the background, ability and brains.

On the Republican ticket Farrell Roberts from Oak-

local news in an unbiased way 
and in its editorials is not afraid 
to stand up for high principles; 
that it strives to build up civic 
pride rather than to stir up dis- 
s e n 8 i o n , discrimination and 
hatred. As so many other read-

cere feelings towards his fel- spread and genuine. hpcaiice he recentq “a handful nf m en” nirVintr alow hunun beings Clubs and groups which reg- oecause ne resents a nanotui 01 men picKing a candl-
I editor of the “■'“riy sponsor parties on wards date. Five Republican party leaders from Wayne and

other Township newspaper could of our hospital added the spirit O a k l a n d  County committed themselves-to Robert’s
also make a New Year resolu- decorations of Christmas so election. This is not “a handful of men.’’ They are Re-
tion—that he remove from the effectively into the December publican Party officials, informed, responsible men of
head of hia newspaper the state- srtivity. Carolers, and th< ^  community with an obligation to fulfill. In their
ment conceming his non-affilia- Pjen^ng *1”  opinion he was the most highly qualified person on the

time truly is a season for shar-  ̂  ̂ ^ ^
Ing.

LOUIS J. 8CHULDT Had my husband lived into this new year he would
NorthvUle State Hospital have been Overjoyed by the great athletic triumph of his 

•  , alma mater, the University of Michigan. On New Year’s
KiUer of a Pet football team won the Rose Bowl. On the fol-

Editor; lowing day, the U of M basketball team went to the
V*:.- To the INDIVIDUAL who finals in ttie Holiday Festival Tournament at Madison

lain* standaids Irf^lournlistic ^  beUeve in. shot the uttle, brown dog in the Square Garden, and remained one of the top teams of
excellence. These standards are: “  **??*’* * shotgun the nation.
(D A  style of writing wherein V  thwe daj^) to be anti- on Wednesday, December 30, Paul knew that in sports, ability is what counts —

±  bun?, a ,
paper e n rie , » c h  .  b.nner I aim w ., excellent. The little dog ^  All-American star of Michigan’s football team.

Bob Timberlake, is a candidate for the Presbyterian 
ministry. The All-American star of Michigan’s basketball 
team, Cazzie Russell, is a Negro.

and gambling interests. The per­
son to whom! this was obviously 
pointed is no longer with us. 
But, more important, X prefer to 
know with t ^ a t  and whom a 
man (and a newspaper) is affili­
ated. * It is more important to 
know what a man beUevet than

tinguish between fact and

(2) Prlnttag in The Redford ^  Wednesday a f te r n ^
Observer, the letters and even read it, and I sbaU do my
opinions of reader, who dis-J .____ J ... s a 4 I come m contact to do the

same. There is enough hatred in
the world now—I do not intend
to be a means of spreading it.

COPERNICUS.

sented or disagreed w i t h  
the newspaper coverage or 
opinions of The Redford 
Observer.

(3) An honest attempt to probe 
into and understand the' 
meaning of i s s u e s and 
events.

In short. The Redford Observ-

f i .faycee Tribute
Editor:

Through the years the name

READER

* Protest in Verse
Editor:

AN ODE TO THE TRASH MAN
I’m a little trash can, my owner 

keeps me clean
Until the trash man visits me 

my posture is serene. 
Observing all the city rules I 

sit upon my stand

Y e s t e r d a y ’ s  H e a d l i n e s

20 YEARS AGO
"Destroy Voided Food Stamps” 

was the chief headline of the
er has effectuated a policy of of Paul Chandler has meant And when I’m full I patiently q lain
intellectual honesty in its ap- many things to many people. To await a helping hand. Ltvonlan, re­
proach and means of dissemi­
nating news.

Grief-stricken as you and the 
staff of the Redford Observer

minding readers at wartime ra- 
Then suddenly the scene is tioning while the U.S. was still 

methods very engaged in World War n . n ie
A tru'ek pulls up beside me with “‘h "  •rtide  urged

occupants so rude. citizens to take good care of
Townshio i H s  Z I S  S Z  They "'V ^  and to keep themTownship. It is^wito deep wgret and t h e ^ n d  running tor another year to

the Redford Jaycees it has 
meant a friend who could be 
called upon to support issues 
that needed su ji^rt . . .  a

are by Paul Chandler's death, friend that could be called upon 
I am. together with most citl- to help'when help was needed.
tens of R e d f o r d
grateful that The Redford Ob- sorrow that we paV h o ^ g e  and . irevelit
server shall he continued in respect to one <5 A . leader, in ^.*1 is
accordance with (he (tandarda our community in his passing neighbors to be found. 15 YEARS AGO

Bftftuty Sekan— Second Levd. Phone 476-6300, Lines 35, 36.
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C IT Y .STATE

Headlines from the January 
6, 1930, Uvonlan reported that

They spin and roll me in the dirt. V J tAki..te T wouW soon have a postal

They beat me when Pm emptied 
upon a truck of steel

you’d think I were<a wheel 
And when they tire o l this sport, 

and my face is full of dents
atation. Several articles on tbe 
front page were concentod with 

'Pk-« _____ u p c o m i n g  incorporation
*  eiection for Livonia to held or up against the fence. ^

The way I see it ta my book.
I’m subject to foul play 

When you don’t follow your own 
rules which you so strictly lay 

If my owner keeps me neat azKl 
takes good care of me 

Why don’t you reciprocate and 
we’ll all happy be.
Taxpayer and Trash can buy-

19 TEARS AGO 
The first Livoalan of 1955 told 

of a Chty Council investigation 
into municipal affairs and the 
conduct of all departments, of­
ficers and offices od the city. 
Other front page news included 
a p(^ce report showing traffic 
deaths down and crime up in 
Livonit during 1954. «

5 TEARS AGD**
"Old Aaberoft-Livonia Drain 

Refunds to Start Arriving About 
February 1” was the cheerful 
headline that greeted readers 
of the Jan. 7, 1960, Redford 
Observer. Another front page 
story stated that a Redford man 
claimed his n a m e  had been 
forged to a p e t i t i o n  which 
charged that building inapectof 
John Treves was smrking for 
hia own CMnpeny on Tosmahlp 
time.

er.
KEITO HALL
V

A ^rec ia te  Coverage
Our Nov. 18 East Side Social 

was a huge success. We sincere­
ly appreciate the publicity and 
consideration you have Extend­
ed to the Homs and Dads Club. 

EDWARD 8. LUXE 
Moms and Dads Club 
St. Mary’s Preparatory 
Orchard Lake.
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