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Symphony acclaimed under Dunlap
(Part III)

The man who launched the
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra. and
who is credited with its early success.
decided in 19S1 that it was time to
pick up stakes and move on.

Paul Wagner, whose friend, Helmer
Nelson, was no longer supetintendent
of schools. accepted an offer of a high
school position in Pekin. Ill. He is now
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reported tobeoutof music and in an
administrative position in Montclair,
N.J.

Wagner had a friend at the Univer-
sity oi Michigan whom he recommend
ed as his successor to conduct the or-
chestra. He brought his friend, Wayne
Dunlap. to Plymouth to meet mem·
ben of the group. Agreement was
reached and Dunlap becmne the con-
ductor of the Plymouth Symphony. He
was an excellent choice.

During his 24 years with the orches-
tra, Dunlap developed the group into
one of the finest community orches-
tras in thestate and perhaps inthena-
tion. His enthusiasm, skill as a musi-
cian and conductor, and his personal
charm won him ready acceptance by
the community.

Dunlap made his home in Plymouth
until 1971. He now lives in Grand

Rapids. He is in charge of the music
department at the College of Arts and
Sciences. Grand Valley State Col-
leges, in Allendale.

for Symphony rehearsals and con-
certs.

a.0.- Since Dunlap became its conductor
M.,AND , almost a quarter of a century ago, the

Plymouth Symphony Orchestra has re-
4 ceived wide critical acclaim. Even be-

-9 .... fore he joined it, however, the orches-
tra had been noticed for the excel-
lance of its programs.

As early as December 26, 1948, theA NATIVE OF Cameron, Mo. "Detroit News," in a two-page ro-Wayne Dunlap earned his BA degree togravure picture-story, wrote: al-at Texas Christian University in 1939,
and his master of music 8* the East- though the orchestra has been playing
man School of Music, Rochester, New 'good' music since its inception, it at-
York, in 1941. tained its measure as a symphony or-

During World War n, he directed chestra by playing its first complete
the U.S. Army Air Force Band in symphony, Beethoven's Eighth, as the
Texas and New York, and later concluding selection on the 1947-48 pro·
taught at Army University centers in gram."
France and England. After his dis-

phony has presented many excellent
SINCE THOSE early days, the Sym-

charge, he conducted the University
Orchestra and the Opera Workshop at programs and brought to Plymouth
the University of Michigan from 1946 many well-known artists.
to 1953. During the first decades of the or-

chestra, soloists inclded Roma Rid-
dell, Evelyn Woods, Catherine Fis-

· cher, Charles Fisher, Emily Mutter
Austin, Nathalie Date, William Dop-
pman, Nelson Hauenstein, Norma
Heyde, Joanne Hulce, Josef Lazaroff.
Doughlas Marsh, Richard Miller, Mis
cha Mischakoff, and Millard Taylor.

Composers who have been commis-
sioned to write works for the Sym-
phony include Grant Begla]ian, Will
Gay Bottje, Lee Eitzen, Robert W.
Jones, Bruce Wise and Wynn York.

During the 1955-56 season, the Or-
chestra introduced Opera to Plymouth
with a performance of "Hapsel and
Gretel." The NBC Opera Company,
the Ann Arbor Ballet Company, the
Piccolo Opera Company, 'and the Sev-
ero Ballet Company have appearedIN 1961, Dunlap became Plymouth here under the sponsorship of theHigh School's supervisor of music and
Plymouth Symphony. The NBC corn-director of the community chorus.

Later he became director of fine pany performed 4 'Amahl and the
arts at Schoolcraft Community Col-

1959 Christmas Season performance.
Night Visitors" in Plymouth for the

lege until he moved to Grand Rapids.
He commutes to Plymouth regularly WELL-KNOWN members of the Or-
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chestra include, or have included:
Evelyn Woods, pianist and soloist;

Josef Lazaroff, concertmaster and
soloist, who played with symphony or-
chestras in Toledo, New York, Cleve-
land and Tampa; Emily Mutter Aus-
tin, concertmaster and soloist, and
the first woman to become a member
of the Detroit Symphony; and the late
Nelson Hauenstein, principal flutist
and soloist, who was a member of the
University of Michigan faculty.

Others include John Mohler, clari-
netist and also a member of the U. of
M. faculty. Another member of the
U.-M. faculty, Louis Stout, who plays
the horn in the Plymouth Symphony,
was formerly a member of the Chi-
cago and Kansas City symphonies.

Dr. Merrile Wilson, formerly of the
New York Philharmonic, and Char-
lene Wilson and Marilyn Martin are
also well-known members of the
Plymouth group.
(Part IV, will conclude the story of
the Plymouth Symphony).

Dunlap, a student of Pierre Mon-
teaux, said he developed a feeling for
the French style from the celebrated
conductor.

In 1954-55, Dunlap received a Ful-
bright award to study at the Academy
of Music in Vienna.

In the 19508 and early '609, Dunlap
conducted orchestras in other commu-
nities besides Plymouth. These in-
clude orchestras in Grosse Pointe,
Muskegon, Saginaw, South Oakland
and the Detroit Ballet Theatre. He
has been a guest conductor of many
other orchestras including the Detroit
Symphony. He is a past president of
the Michigan Civic Ordlestra Associ-
ation.
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Baritone Dale Schriemer will be the
soloist for the evening. A graduate of
Michigan State University, Schriemer
has performed several leading roles
with the Opera Association of Western
Michigan.

Tickets, priced at $3 for adults and
$1.50 for students, include refresh-
ments. Tickdbs are available at the

Bands earn

high ratings
PLYMOUTH-Central Middle

School's Intermediate and Advanced
Bands received high ratings at the
State Band and Orchestra Festival. re-
cently held at Columbia Central High
School in Brooklyn, Mich.

The Intermediate Band received a
top division I rating, while the Ad-
vanced Band earned a red ribbon divi-
sion Il rating.

The bands earned the honor of at-
tending the state festival by winning
straight one ratings at the district fes-
tival in March.

Directed by Michael Paul DiCuirci,
120 students participated in tbe state
festival.
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