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This grocer has a long history of success
THE BIUY MARTIN of the food in-

dustry may soon be on the move again
as an outgrowth of all theturmoil with-
in the Chatham Supermarket chainrand
if so I'll gamble that he will land on
both feet, scrappy and well paid - just
like his baseball counterpart.

It has been just under 15 months since
golden boy Wendell Smith came back to
his native Michigan as chairman, presi-
dent and co-owner of newly formed
Nu-Trax Inc., announcing purchase of
the then 41-store Chatham empire for a
reported $17 million.

BESET BY unanticipated financial
woes, the once proud empire came
apart at the seams as store after store
had to be closed and sold. Whether any
will remain open after this week is a
matter of day-to-day conjecture.

Smith still is president of Nu-Trax,
but he has no control. That rests entire-

ly with Alex Dandy, the new board
chairman who has an option to buy out
Smith and his partners. Dandy owns the
Hamady Supermarket group based in
Flint, as well as other stores in the Sa-
ginaw area, and well over a year ago
was approached relative to a possible
merger with Chatham. Now he's trying
to save a sinking ship.

I DON'T know any more about the
supermarket business than one can

¢ through bi, 11 Fred
1 Delano
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learn by pushing a grocery cart down
the aisles, and I won't lose any sleep
over whether my neighborhood Chat-
harn store operates under that or sonne
other logo. The angle that has intrigued
me from the start deals with this Smith

fellow; just who is he?

If you're about his same age, 52, you
quite likely know him - or of him -
and definitily you do if you were active
in the Jaycees of your community in the
'60s. Many of you also know his wife,
Margaret.

A small town boy from up Hemlock
way, Wendell found her on the Michigan
State University campus and wooed her
into a marriage that took her from her
beloved Birmingham where her father,
Dwight Ireland, served as superintend-
ent of schools for about 20 years. As
Mrs. Smith, she has moved 17 times.

A Spartan graduate of '55, Smith was
hired by Kroger as a management
trainee and was assigned to a Kroger

focals

store on Forest Avenue in Plymouth. He
bagged groceries, dusted the shelves
and within 13 years wn zone manager
over 11 stores in the Detroit area doing
a weekly sales volume of $500,000.

Not only did the Smiths set up house-
keeping in Plymouth, Wendell also
joined the Plymouth Jaycees. In the
same fast-paced manner that saw him
elected to office in 23 campus organiza-
tions at MSU, it was inevitable that he
would rise to the presidency of that 10-
cal Jaycee unit.

THAT WAS in 1963, but did he stop
there? Of course not. In 1966 he was

chosen president of the Michigan Jay-
cees, and a year later as one of the na-
tional vice presidents.

In the national convention of 1968,
with seven candidates in the contest and

after more than 20 ballots, Wendell
Smith was elected president of the
United States Jaycees and his world
changed. This was a one year's full-
time job, headquartered in Tulsa, Okla.,

and io Weadall quit Kroger and ne¥,r
looked back.

He wu 34 and king 01 the hill Yog

will reomdie Iome of thele namd"
among fellow junior lightninglmis of
that era who helped puthim there: Pat
Nowak, Terry We,t Jack buggan, Roy
Jacob,on, Ray Steele andDon Sharritt.

When he returned to real life in 1969,
Smith went with Colonial Stem Inc.,

working four years out of Cincinnati,
Columbus and St. Petersburg. Then
came three years with P.A. & S. Small
Co. of York, Pa. Next there wu a four-
ye, stint with Louis I.ehrman & Son
Inc., at Shiresmantown, Pa.

A yearonthepayrollof Liberal Mar-
kets Inc. at Dayton was followd 4 four
in Chicago as president and chief exec-
utive officer of Certified Grocers of

Illinois, Inc., with an annual salary well
into six digits.

THESE WERE tough, creative post-
tions. Tough decisions were worth
heavy dollars. Wendell wu a fire-
fighter, brought aboard to boost bust-
ness. He recalls that in a couple of in-
stances he saw it triple, but always he
was an employee. Always there wu a
gnawing in his innards tocome back to
Michigan as the boss.
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that bous** Oath- h Mer 10* lat
*piratio. .=-are.*,/ net•r-
chil*un bon to */BM L.- all
adults by no*=dilia the -HtheD
pariti it'I in an dite Ilme, milor-
hood in Pl,mo•* To...2 I.le. a -
Eorger trainee never codd have al- i.
forded.la b.:boy/1 years."FE -- ---1--

Wendell always has b- a ligetter, 0
oneof thole gu, thocan craMup-
he goe• tbrough a day trying to betio
place' at once - and Iometimel
succeeding. U his houie 01 --
trepremeurial cards com- tumbliN
down, heinsisted to me a fm•days ago, 2
"This thing im't over. I'm not very 00|- 2
mistie, but it im't ovet"

..

He'B a realist whostill can laugh e-
ily, who spears u often u he laugh•
and whois booked often aero- the na- :
tion by busine- groupe who want • f
motivational speaker. Even if the Chat-
ham dream goes down th, tube com-
pletely, he says, "I never will retire.,"

Just one bit of advice, Sir Smith: Your
feeling for Michigan and the food ind-
try is great to behold. But u they gay
around race track:, "Don't fall in love
with your horse; you may have to eat
the SOB some day."
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from our readers
Letters must be original copies and contain the signature
and address of the sender. Limit letters to 300 words.

Communism -

danger to freedom
To the editor:

I am appalled at OUB country's atti-
tude toward the friendly nation of South
Africa and can longer remain silent on
this issue.

South Africa is a pro-western, anti-
Communist country. While I,do not sup-
port "apartheid," I believe the danger
to freedom everywhere is international
communism, not South Africa.

If we are so concerned about the

"human rights" of blacks in other coun-
tries, why have the hundreds of thou-
sands of Ethiopians who have been
murdered by their own Marxist govern-
ment been ignored? What about the
more than 1 million Afghans murdered
by the Soviets?

Both our government and gews media
ignore or minimize atrocities commit-
ted by Communists, while working to
turn another pro-western country over
to the Communist' bloc. Does anyone

honestly believe South Africa wi» be
"better off" under communism like the

blacks of Ethiopia?

The majority of blacks killed by vio-
lence in South Africa have been killed

because they did not snpport the Com-
munist "Freedom Fighters" ... mur-
dered by the crimifials our government
and news media now openly support.

I BEUEVE that what is happening in
Washington with regard to South Africa
constitutes giving aid and comfort to
our nation's enemies, which amounts to
treason. South Africa is the only coun-
try in the free world from which certain
rare metals are found. These metals are
vital to American defense. Thus, our
present policy toward this friendly na-
tion is suicidal as well as cowardly and
treasonoul

We have systematically sold out one
friend after another to the Reds (e.g.
Eastern Europe, China, Cuba, Nicara-
gua, etc.). When will this policy of aid-
ing Communists end? Will South Africa
be next?

Gerald N. Wiggins,
Canton

Local teens need

something to do
To the editor:

I would like to make a few comments

regarding the article on the front page
of the July 10 Plymouth Observer about
teens loitering at night in downtown
Plynnouth.

I have two teen-agers who have lived
in Plymouth most of their lives. Thank-
fully, they are both living responsible
lives. However, when they were grow-
ing up, I always lamented the lack of
recreational things for them to do in
Plymouth. (At least I was unaware of
anything that didn't cost something.)

Now that they are te-Bgers, they
have from time to time complained that
there is nothing to do at night in Plym-
outh except "cruise around."

Why can't an alternative to "loiter-
ing" be created for teen-agers? It in a
basic axiom in life; ·you can't take
something away without providing a

substitute. There already exist some
good programs for teens like Growth
Works.

Perhaps some comments from teen-
agers themselves in designing some
kind of reasonable solution €Quld be en-
couraged in your newspaper and ways
of funding such a thing investigated.

Does anyone care about the kids
themselves?

Susann Crawley,
Cantom

Aug. 5 primary is
an important one
To the editor:

The upcoming A 0 primary elee
tion is an important 000 for Ill voun
In thi election, candidate, are elected
to reprelent the major parti- 00 thi
November ballot for governor, U.t
reprelentative, state Senate, state rep-
resentative, Wayne County executive

and Wayne County commillioner.
You will also be electing precinct

delegates to the major party conve-
tions who in turn will determine who

th,undidates for president will be in
1988.

This year, Canton Town•hip 111 be
using the punch-card voting system
Please take time toundentand thil new

system. Inorder for your vote to count,
you may only vote for one party from
governor to precinct delegater

If you crog oxer, the complete parti-
san part of the ballot 011 be void when
itistabulated by the computet. There
will be an election worker at each poll-
ing location to completely explain the
ly:tein and you may eveo practice ona
sample ballot. Adde from thep=than
part of the balloL thor• ax• ah• mi
pattlman candiare, md the Canton
Public I.thrary millal,1-4

W. ./.m./4 *t'

Tue,day, A* 0. Ab,mt- bill- are
available at the to•-hip chrk* oulca

ElaimelID€ter,

Cant. n..bile. a.l
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 ™EY'RE AT ™E GATE... THE LAWN...™EDECK...

 .1 THE PATIO ... THE GARDEN... THE WALKWAYI!1
 POST LIGHTS FOR SECURITY AND DECORATIVE

1--vi# tel-I yE LIGHTING. ASSORTED STYLES & SIZES - SOLID
-        BRASS OR DIE-CAST METAL IN VARIOUS

ANISHES. SELECT FLUORESCENT, HIGH-
PRESSURE SODIUM OR MERCURY

VAPOR UGHTS. 7-FOOT STEEL POSTS
• WITH CROSS-ARM OR CONVENIENT

WEA™ERPROOF OUTLET ON POST.

EASY INSTALLAnON. (BROSE
STOCKS UNDERGROUND WIRE,
PHOTO CELLS, TIMERS.)

;

OFF OUR USUAL

GENEROUSLY

DISCOUNTED
PRICES .ill

4  THRU '

CONOTRUCTION. INC.
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