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The Rev. John Castelot shares his condominium with Tiger, his
beloved Yorkie dog. Castelot, who serves during weekend
Masses at St. Edith Catholic Church in Livonia, is an authority

on the Scriptures.
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By Artens Punbe
special wiiler

The Rev Joha Castelot is a retired
priest, but hus crowded schedule tells
a different story

Castelot. 73, has spenl his career
studying and leaching on the Scrip-
tures Now, four years after retining
from the faculty at St. John Semu-
nary in Plymouth Township Cas-
telot talks Lo church groups several
umes weekly about biblical topics

“The Scriplures are a commor.
bond for all Chrisuans,’ Castelot
said "l try Lo awaken an interest so
people will read with more under-
standing and will want to follow up
with additional courses

Castelot — Father Jack to those
who know him well — i1s a shght
man with white hair and a dry wit
He shares his Plymouth Township
condominium with his beloved York-
1e dog, Tiger

“I'm so busy, Tiger 1s going to sue
for neglect,” jokes Castelot, tossing a
sofl, worn shoe to the dog

CASTELOT SERVES during the
weekend Masses at St. Edith Catho-
lic Church in Livonia and teaches
one day a week at the Sacred Heart
Seminary in Detroit. He writes two
weekly columns — one for the Mich-
igan Catholic newspaper and anoth-
er for a syndicate based in Washing-
ton, D.C The topics are related to
the Scriptures .

Castelot's speaking engagements
take him all over the metropolitan
Detroit area. He's booked solid for
the next several months. Although
most of his visits are to Catholic
churches, he also speaks at Protes-
tant churches.

“It's an ecumenical venture ' Cas-
telot said The interest in the Scrip
tures is growing That's very graufy

ing

Castelot, a native of Conmecticut.
draws on years of study both s Lhe
United States and abroad An early
professor inspired Castelot o spe-
cialize in the Scriptures

Castelot earned a master of ars
degree in philosophy and a doctorate
in theology He studied at the Ponuf
ical Biblical Institute in Rome and
has learned Hebrew Aramaic and
Greek in urder Lo be able (o read an
cient lexls

Castelot, who 1s certified to teach
Scriptures at the graduate level, has
been to the Holy Land four umes. He
has taken field trips to Israel. Leba-
non, Egypt, Syria and Jordan

CASTELOT CAME to St John
Semunary when it opened in 1949 (']
came with the furniture ) He taught
the seminarians who attended school
there St John closed in the late
1980s

The Rev Ronald Babich of St Hi-
lary Catholic Church in Redford 1s
just one of many former students
who have called on Castelot Babich
recalls his teacher as a popular,
knowledgeable instructor who ° talks
from the heart "

Around two years ago. shortly af-
ter he was assigned to St Hilary. Ba-
bich asked Castelot to speak to the
church’s parish council.

“People were asking all kinds of
questions,” said Babich, 40, who was
ordained in 1977. “He (Castelot) felt
there was a hunger in the parish for
that information.”

Babich booked Castelot to give a
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sik-session overview of the Scrnip
tures

‘We had 0 wail a year. Babich
said ‘He was booked up

Those sessions last fall were well-
attended Babich said And Castelot
has been engaged (o return to St Hi-
lary next Seplember for a series on
the Gospel of Mark

Castelot 1s well-versed 1n both Oid
Testament and New Testament sub-
Jects Does be have a favorite”

Its hard tv decide, Castelot
sald They re all 30 good I'm par
Ul to the Guspel of Luke | Like his
portrayal of Christ's compassion

HE TRIES (0 give his audiences
both historical and religious perspec-
tives, but admits he's always “fight-
ing the Clock and the calendar ™

When he talks about the Old Testa-
ment prophets, he places them
against the backdrop of the period’s
wars, famines and floods The writ-
ings of St Paul give much insight
into the life of early Christians prac-
ticing an vutlawed religion

According to Castelot, Paul was a
well-educated Jew who had a relig-
10us experience around 37 A.D Paul
embraced Jesus' teachings For the
next 30 years, Paul traveled through
what 1s now Turkey and Greece
preaching to early Christians Paul
was [requently imprisoned and was
martyred in Rome around 67 A.D.

‘He was an intellectual giant,”
Castelot said 'He had a complex
personality. He was a Jew by birth,
by temperament and by education.

“All the first Christians remained
Jews. even as Christians,” Castelot
said "He saw Judaism in a different
way because of Christ

Castelot. who has been giving

Priest’s an expert on the Scriptures

‘The Scriptures are a
common bond for all
Christians. | try to
awaken an interest so
people will read with
more underslanding
and will want to follow
up with additional
courses.’

The Rev Johrn Castelu!

talks for around 20 years atlributes
much of the interest in the Scrip-
tures o changes which bave oc
curred in Catholicism since the Vat
can Il Council during the early
1960s

More laypeople have become in-
volved as lectors and servers The
Scripture readings were increased
from two to three selections and
placed on a ihree-year rotation

“People are hearing parts of the
Bible they never knew existed. ' Cas
telot said “'People feel much more
involved. They are participants,
rather than spectators. They are in-
terested in their faith and in knowing
about it

“It was slow at first,” Castelot
added. “If I had 15 to 30 people, it
was a crowd. Now it 1sn’t unusual to
draw 100 to 125 people ”

Castelot keeps fresh by staying up-
to-date with his reading. And he has
the challenge of speaking to new au-
diences all the time.

“It’s tiring,” he said. “'I'm not a kid
anymore But I enjoy the teaching "

church
bulletin

The church bulletin is published
vrery Thursday tn The Observer.
Information must be received in
the Livonta office by noon the
Monday prior to publication.

® Fashion show

Saint Helen Philoptochos Society
of Sts. Constantine & Helenic Greek
Orthodox Church in Westland will
have its 32nd annual dinner and
fashion show, “Cruise — ing into the
'90s” at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March
15. Admission price is $30 per per-
son. Proceeds will toward charity,
including the Pontiac Rescue Mis-
sion, shelters for homeless women
and children and Headstart. For res-
ervations, call 937-3392 or 278-3857.

@® Hunger group

Bread for the World, an interde-
nominational hunger issues group,
will have a training session for its
annual “Offering of Letters” cam-
paign 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 15,
at Memorial Christian Church, cor-
ner of Hill and Tappan, Ann Arbor.
The campaign is designed to encour-
age church members to offer letters
to Congress asking legislators to sup-
port hunger-ending legislation. For
information, call 487-9058.

@ Nicaraguan elections

The Rev. John Wallace, pastor of
Lola Valley United Methodist
Church, will show slides and talk
about his recent experience as an ob-
server of the electoral process. The
program will be held 4-6 p.m.Sun-
day, March 18, at Lola Valley
Church, 16175 Delaware, Redford.
For information, call 255-6330.

® Choir concert

The Manchester College A Cappel-
la Choir will perform 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 21, at the Trinity Church
of the Brethren, 27350 W. Chicago,
near Inkster Road, Redford. Includ-
ed on the the program will be sacred
works from the Renaissance through
the 20th century. The 40-voice choir
is conducted by Dr. Patricia
Cahalan. Manchester College is a
four-year liberal arts college in
North Manchester, Ind.

® Radio rally

The radio staff of the “Children’s
Bible Hour" from Grand Rapids will
be in the area for a radio rally 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 17, at Berean Bap-
tist Church, 38303 Eight Mile, Livo-
nia. Everyone who is heard on the
weekly radio broadcast will be on

hand. The program will also include
a dramatized story, presented just as
it is done for radio, and Christian
music Admission is free, but a
freewill offering will be taken. For
information, call 477-6365.

® Dinner concert

Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian
Church, on West Chicago between
Merriman and Farmington Roads,
will present a dinner concert featur-
ing the Schoolcraft College Commu-
nity Choir at 6 p.m. Sunday, March
18.

The Schoolcraft Choir is celebrat-
ing 25 years of musical excellence as
its 70-voice ensemble performs its
seasonal .choral. This performance
at Rosedale Church will be preceed-
ed by a full-course ‘Spaghetti Su-
preme” “dinner sponsored by the
Rosedale Senior Highs.

Tickets are $3.50 for adults; $1.50
for children ages 7-12; kids under 7
eat free. All proceeds go to the Sen-
ior Highs' Summer Youth Mission.
For information, call 422-0494.

@® Family concert

Calvary Baptist Church, 43065
Joy, Canton, will host The Jon Case
Family in concert at 8 p.m. Sunday,

March 18. Admission is free. but a
freewill offering will be taken A
nursery will be provided. For infor-
mation, call 455-0022.

@® Gueslt speaker

Aldersgate United Methodist
Church, 10000 Beech Daly, Redford,
will feature the Rev. Bill Wager as
the speaker at the special Lenten
service at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
March 21. There will be a potluck
dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Wager served as pastor at Alders-
gate United Methodist Church for 14
years, from 1966 to 1980. He's since
retired from ministry. He lives in
Port Huron with his wife, Noreen.
The next session of the annual con-
ference will mark the 52nd anniver-
sary of Wager ministry’s in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

® Jazz Ensemble

An evening of contemporary jazz
will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, March 31, at the St. Aidan Ac-
tivity Center, 17500 Farmington
Road, Livonia. Wayne State Univer-
sity Professor Dennis Tini's Jazz En-
semble will perform. He will per-
form at the piano, with George Ben-
son on sax, Don Mayberry on bass
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Wednesday 9:30 A.M. Moty Eucharist
Saturday 500 P.M Holy Eucharist
Sunday 7:45 A.M. Holy Eucharist

§:00 A M. Christian Education for all ages
10:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist
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The Rev. Pobert Clapp
Rector

45801 W Ann Arbor Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48 170
(313)453-1525

Sunday Worship
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| Mark Barres - Senior Pastor
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New Honzons for Children Day Care

455-3196

and Tom Brown on drums. Donation
is $5. and tickets will be available at
the door. The concert will be pre-
sented by the St Aidan Cultural So-
ciety For information, call 471-
5158

@ Oratorio Society

The Plymouth Oratorio Society
will perform J.S. Bach's “The Pas-
sion According to St. John" at 7:30
p-m. Sunday, April 1. The perform-
ance will be in the sanctuary of the
First United Methodist Church of
Plymouth. 45201 N. Territorial. Ad-
mission will be free of charge, and a
freewill offering will be taken. This
1s the fourth season for the Plymouth
Oratorio Society, a group formed to
perform a major choral work each
spring. The ecumenical chorus
draws 80 singers from 14 communi-

ties and 26 churches. The public may
attend the performance.

@ Life Care Ministries

People who have a problem and
need someone to talk to can call a
Christian telephone listening service
operated by Life Care Ministries.
The service is operated noon to 11
p-m. Monday through Saturday. The
phone number is 427-LIFE.

@ Anniversary

Good Hope Lutheran Church,
28680 Cherry Hill, Garden City, will
have special worship services 8:30
am and 11 am. Sunday, March 18,
to celebrate its 35th anniversary.
Services will be followed by a din-
ner-dance 4-10 pm. at Roma’s of
Garden City. Former members can
call the church office, 427-3660, for
information. i

moral perspectives

Rev. Robert Schaden

Violence can’t

be contained

A recent story out of the Middle
East concerned the death of a child
who fell victim to a soldier’'s weap-
on. It seems that the soldier in ques-
tion had acted contrary to a law that
forbids the firing of a weapon
around women or children. Despite
the atrocities that have left women
and children as dead as any comba-
tant, attempts to protect women and
children are almost as old as war it-
self.

1 too pay lip service to the value of
protecting women and children. De-
spite the debate over the role of
women in combat and the use of
children in some of this world’s ar-
mies, [ believe that efforts to protect
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in El Salvador, the woman who kept
house for them was also murdered
along with her daughter. When we
continue to fund El Salvador to the
tune of $1 million a day, one does
wonder whether our talk of being for
the protection of women and chil-
dren is little more than reading our
own lips.

When we were little kids, we
told that we could not play with
matches. The was ;
Fire gets out of control and
would end up burning dowa more




