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He injects life into his words
ly L-y Ot•-9
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va,iety 01 ble-In,Illd emotioe
and ren,ctive timber Smither'I 0-
* thoe* 11* 10 01 -emiVI, d-
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tar

HAB 1,ric; ari 14 jecld with life
amid the jaunty Innect.. =p,U,d
by Bitar Thi wor to hb =00 at-
mo,¢ m to bounce whee hitler
performs

"I do like to think the two (guitar
Ind lyrics) •re mell mized," aid
Smither, who performs Saturdly,
Oct- 12, at Birmingham Unitarian
Church u part of the La Cana Folk
Mmic Serle, "Guitar com,8 -er
to me. I Ii,<adly have theguitar or-
chestration down well before the lyr-
ics I •goni= over the lyrics for
the moit part

In a way, the guitar b a smooth
way to lure you into that lort of a
way to slip you into the Ing. In a
way, the long, -nd similar in the
beginning . . lt's a ieduction."

IN ADDITION to folk audiences
around the country, Smither'; mulic
has,educed people like Bonnie Raitt
who recorded both "Inve You Like a

ma•cl -Ircm./.n
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r.cor'.0 car.- th•t - 0,4 1-
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H. 18- LP, "Amother Way to
Flad Yoz" (Flying FW) •u r=rd,
ed kathe itedlo with a live audi-ce

Th' Ill'. Itfort N"'81• allthe
ballmarks 01 3mithits ability to
comvey coetradkUon middlotation
10 eboquently "A Soo, for *-0" li
00• 01 the molt w,vqht with emB
tion, dedicated to hl comm-law
wife Su- Met:ler who died two
yean 40

knither po out hu -1 in the
tender Bc-tic number, chronicting
all of its confusioe and disillusion-
ment The fint few ver- of the
number were written whem he fint
mether The latter part wu penned
six months after her death

The coocluding lyrics leave a
lump In a per,on': th:oat

I beUeve in plenty Of nothing/
Nothing i: alwayli this room, but I
doo't need nothing/I've got nothing
here without you."

Many of Smither's numbers are
from personal experiences Early in
his career, be moved from New Or-
leans to the brimming folk Kene on
the East Coast.
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live,an New Orle- m-e a•d
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'Ve,h, that'; the way to do It "

00Nl.# album. Smier uld

he'd Uke to wort with rhythm -c-
tioe in order to develop a billar
Iound -1 would like to do an ace-
tic album that .111 make me ...
10 feet tall."

Also, like many singer/

Ingwriters, Smither vouldn't mind
a little more in the way 04 commer-
cial lucce- A major label deal
would help in that pursuit, but he'*
very realistic

*They tend to shy away from molo
guitarists for some rea,ons." he uid
I know the reasoo: Radio won't play

them."

Chru Smither uill Pedorm 8.30
p m Saturday, Oct. 12, at Bir-
mingham Unitarlan Church, 631
N Woodward. Tickets are $10
For w*nnation, call 540-9031
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Chri. Smithor'* lit- LP. "Another Way to
Find You," reve- all the hallmarks ol hle

ability to convey contradiction and desoli-
tion 80 eloquintlv.

i House of Freaks add 2 occupants

t Bokl

-

Bryan Harvey Ind Johnn,
Freaks ve yearl •go, d•CM
thiy and bas-1 Bob Rupe k

IN CONCERT

I JOHNNY WITH AN EVE
Moiday, Oct. 7 - Johnny with an E

will perform at Rick's Cafe, 611 Chun
Ann Arbor For information, call 91
2747

I KENNY NEAL

Tee,day, Oct. 8 - Kenny Neal I
perform at Rick's Cafe. 611 Church, A
Arbor For information. call 996-2747

I THE WONDERUFF

Wed,esday, Oct, - The Wonderst:
will perform with guest# The Millto,
Brothers, at St Andrew': Hall, 431
Co,)414 Detroit. For information, ci
94 1-MELT

0 "LO.D.
Wed.esday, Oct. S - MOD will pe

form at Rick's Cafe. 611 Churd. Ann A
bor For information, call D*2747

I THE CYNICS

Wed..day, Oct D - The C,nic• w
perform with guests, Gone in 80 Second
atthe Blind Pig, 208 S First, Ann Arbc
For information, call 0-8553

I TN-OAD TRIPOU STEEL BAND
auday, Oet. 10 - Trialdid Trip€

Steel Band will perform at Rick'I Cafe,
011 Church, Ana Arbor For information.
call --2747

0 4-LA /182 OL-TET
Thr-y d./4* 8-01 Oct 1013

- Pamela Wl- Quintet -111 perform al
Baker'i Keyboard Imns•, Uver=10 •ad
Eight Mile, Detroit For information. call
064-1200 oll#-1201

I BOUTHGODOG ZAK
Therday, Oct 10 - Southgoing Zak

will perform at the Blind Pg 200 S
Fint. Ane Arbor For iormatio cd

I MENTAL LANDICAPE

hiday, Oct 11 - Mital Landicape
•111 perform 00 -*, M.hroom
Head, at Finney': Pub, INS Woodward,
Detroit For informatioz call *21-8070

I ./ANA

Friday, Oct. 1 1 - Nirvana will per-
form with Z-t# Ur,e Overkill, at St
Andrew'§ Hall, 431 1 Cmelri< Detroit
™kets are W W in advace For infor
matton,calloot-MILT

F,Moy, Oct. 11 - Sen Me•••Ner• 011

By Larry O'Conno,
staff writer

Then there were four.
Of course, this tried-and-true for-

mula is hardly a milestone in the an-
nals of rock'n'roll. But this is the
House of Freaks we're talking about
here.

The Richmond, Va., outfit made a
symphony of racket with just a gui-
tarist and a drummer and gathered
a legion of followers along the way.

Thoee familiar with the band
know guitarist/vocalist Bryan Har-
vey and percussionist Johnny Hott
have never been too content with
anything for any extended period of
time.

And five yean of just being a
twomome grew kind of gruehome.

'It almat Decame a parody," maid
Harvey..ho's group rolls into Ind-
try in Pontiae Thursday, Oct 10, to
support of their major label release
debut, "Cakewalk" (Giant). "We felt

perform at the Blind Pil, 108 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For informatioo, call 99+
8555

O TREMOR WEEKEND

Friday ad Situray, Ort 11-12 -
Tremor Weekend will feature 15 local

bands at Paychecks I=nge. 2937 Caniff,
Hamtramck Ov Friday, 3-D Inviliblel.
Innide Out Happy Accidents, Volebeat:,
Soul Statioo. Cuppa Joe and Chimky
Seed; On Saturday. See Dick Run.
Stringe Bedfellows, Kares Mo-ter,
Cinic,de, Karee M-ter, 84:er Than
Man Shouting Club. Blw Nation and
Weeping Rachel. For mformation. call
074-0254

I THE DOMS

Sat-ay, Oct 12 - The Dope, 011
perform with gueit, Thooe Who Dream.
at the Hamtramck Pub, 204* Caniff, off
of /-75

I IOP HARVEY

Satarday. Oct 12 - Bop Harvey will
perform st Rick': Cafe, Ill Church. Ann

TREASURES

THE HOUSTON MUIELN PRESENTS
REE./8./I

*CRAL COLLECT,ON

people were making a bigger deal of
that (being a two-man band) than the
music. We'd hear thing; like, *Oh,
you're not bad for a two-man
band.' "

Rest assured, though, the Hou,e of
Freaks didn't add guitarist Steve
McCarthey, former'·' -' the Inng
Ryders, and banis iupe, for-

merly of the Silos, :ause of a

few off-handed rc#arks made by
members of the record-buying put>.
lic. This outfit has been more about

sound manipulation than commer-
cial capitulation.

Evidenced by three cracking LP:,
two of which were distributed by
Rhino Records "Monkey on a Chain
Gang" and -Tantilla." And. of
course, the recently released "Cake-
walk" on the Warner Bros. subedi-

ary Giant.
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Hott, who lounded thi Hou- 01 BOREDOM HAS al.

d to add guitarist Stove McCar- cataly,t for Harvey al

1 B.r lineup. attack all the previous

I FLOOR 0
Arbor For information, ca

Frlay. Oet. 11 - Floor 9 will perform
ch. with guests, Chapter, at the Hamtramck

I MARC BALCONERRY

* Pub, 2040 Caniff. off of I-75 S.-day, Oet 12 -MAI
will perform at the Station

I CHIEL MOTHERS Michigan Ave, welt of MI

Friday a-1 Sit,Nay, Oct 11-12 - Wayne. For information. ca

"ill Chisel Brothen will perform at Moby' 1
nn Dicks, 5452 Schaefer Rid. north of . .ONKS OF 01.

Michigan Avenue, Dearborn For infor· S-day, Oct- 12 - M

mation, call 511-3650
will perform at the Blin
First, Ann Arbor For laf,

Iff O 100 DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS
99„„S

In Fr·Way, Oct. 11 - Big Dave and the
E. Ultralonies will perform at Flick'm Cafe, I FLYW *AUCERS

Ill 611 Church. Ann Arbor For informatioe, Sit,rday. Oct 12 - P
call 99+2747 mil perform at Finaey'§ Pu

ward, Detroit For informa
I REGULAR IOYS

1- Frday - Satrday, Oct 11-12 -
5- Regular Bo, will perform with guest• e MICLE Ji Ue AND B

Crow Bar Hotel, at Sully'g 4731 Green- Kull ..0
field, north of Michigan Aventle, Dear- 3.-Wy, 0012 - Un,
born. For information, call 846-1920

ill the Bh Street Bleel Band
I. I THE.CURAmLES

at The Attic, 11647 Jo, a
tramck For Wormatio,I. ca

Friday -d Setarday. Oct 11-12 - The
Iocurable, will perform at Aohley'• 00
the Strip, Telegraph Rood, north of Joy
Rold. Redford For inlormation, call 721 of the PAST8 1,22.

ria of what a rock'n'roll band should
be. Using an odd variety of percus-
sion - in this case a gear shift and
garbage can lids - along with quir-
ky rhythms, Houme of Freaks present
an aural plethora of musical styles
such as rock, folk, blues and country.

As a duo, the House of Freaks
could sound bigger than life. But
"Cakewalk" realizes the full poten-
Ual of a musical foundation laid five
years ago when Harvey and Hott
moved to Los Angeles and began
kicking up a ruckus.

New members McCarthey and
Rupe, both from Richmond, have
helped make thal possible.

"You definitely sort of fall into the
four-man band cliche," Harvey said
"Now we know we can take it down
to the two-man thing. We have a lot
more range this way."

In the process, House of Freaks
veered away from a growing trend
of two-member bands with Flat Duo
Jets, Chickasaw Mudd Puppies and
Timbuk 3. Though Timbuk 3 has for-
Baken their boom boI and is touring
u a foursorne

*Oddly enough, all these bands are
different," Harvey said "Maybe you
have to be really imaginative when
there's only two of you."

Such could be said for Houme of
Freaks Banter can be heard be-
tween members between cuts on
"Catwalk" and the various noises

Them are some v
to miss our Fall

'11.

For this low price, you
20 oz. of whole fresh
along with vegetable. po
We've also got great

alone makes one feel they've acci-
dentally walked into a basement
recording session.

Even a Richmond telephone direc-
tory was used. greating a sound by
flipping pages ('They have a differ-
ent sound than a New York phone
book. There's more of a slap than a
thud.")

THE REINS haven't tightened
with the band signing to Warner
Bros. label. "They just think of us as
a bunch of weird guys." Harvey said.

The band bypassed any pre-pro-
duction before going into the studio
for its major label debut. Harvey
and Hott selected 14 Kng: and
picked out what sounded best, using _
production talents of Dennis Herring
(Camper Van Beelhoven, Timbuk 3
and Throwing Muses).

All of which kept things interest-
ing while recording Restle= energy
inspires the band and Harvey can't
fathom a day when there won't be
enough of that around.

"When I'm really fed up with it,
I'd probably go back to school and
teach history," he said "I think why
we keep going is it's like driving on a
country road and you want to Re
what's around the corner"

House of Freaks unll open Jor
School of Fish Thursday, Oct. 10,
at Industrv, 13 S Saginaw, Ponti-
ac For information, call 334- 1999

1,0,40uld prefer
lobster Rast

can treat yourself to
North Atlantic lobster

ato and bread.
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SEE TME FWASTIC

tle€< Nly FROG

SPECVi EJO- FROU

wines to complement your lobster meal.
This offer is available from September 7 to
December 30 only. So come in and enjoy a
meal where, unlike the entree. you won't go
into the red.
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Micbigan Mineralogical Society's
GREATER DETROIT

GEM & MINERAL SHOW
NI,vana Will October 11, 12, 13, 1991
p•,form with
gu..1., U,g. E 1-08 -6FF-Ab-Milsia- Overkill, •, St. with thiR ad
Andrew" H,11

In Delrolt Fri Peind, 1 *Rb¢ 61•ord Armory, 4400 Fast Fight Mile Road
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JR' '"n '01/br•-t#r,• r•// fil f) 19#6691

LM5Uarriott
17100 LA,rel Put Dr., U-4 1:1 48152 · (313) 461-31I

RaMULUSAharrlot
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