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STREET BEATS %

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Chris Smither's craft has always

Church as part of the La Casa Folk
Music Series. “Guitar comes easier
to me. | usually bave the guitar or-
chestration down well before the lyr-
ics . . . I agonize over the lyrics for
the most part.

“In a way, the guitar is a smooth
way to lure you into that, sort of a
way to slip you into the song. In a
way, the songs sound similar in the
beginning . . . It’s a seduction.”

IN ADDITION to folk audiences
around the country, Smither’s music
has seduced people like Bonnie Raitt
who recorded both “Love You Like a

all of its confusion and disillusion-
ment. The first few verses of the
number were written when he first
met her. The latter part was penned
six months after her death.

The concluding lyrics leave a
lump in a person’s throat.

“I believe in plenty of nothing/
Nothing is alwaPs-in-this room, but I
don’t need nothing/I've got nothing
here without you.”

Many of Smither's numbers are
from personal experiences. Early in
his career, he moved from New Or-
leans to the brimming folk scene on
the East Coast.

Bryan Harvey and Johnny Hott, who founded the House

Freaks five years ago, decided to add guitarist Steve McCar-
they and bassist Bob Rupe to their lineup.

IN CONCERT

Also, like many singer/

ters, Smither wouldn't mind

a little more in the way of commer-

cial success. A major label deal

would help in that pursuit, but he’s
very realistic.

“They tend to shy away from solo
guitarists for some reasons,” he said.
“T know the reason: Radio won’t play
them.”

Chris Smither will perform 8.30
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, at Bir-
mingham Unitarian Church, 651
N. Woodward. Tickets are $10.
For information, call 540-9031.

House of

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Then there were four.

Of course, this tried-and-true for-
mula is hardly a milestone in the an-
nals of rock’n’roll. But this is the
House of Freaks we’re talking about
here.

The Richmond, Va., outfit made a
symphony of racket with just a gui-
tarist and a drummer and gathered
a legion of followers along the way.

Those familiar with the band
know guitarist/vocalist Bryan Har-
vey and percussionist Johnny Hott
have mever been too content with
anything for any extended period of
time

And five years of just being a
twosome grew kind of gruelsome.

“It almost bécame a parody,” said
Harvey, who's group rolls into Indus-
try in Pontiac Thursday, Oct. 10, to
sup of their major label release
debut, “Cakewalk” (Giant). “We felt

Find You,” reveals all the halimarks of his

Chris Smither’s latest LP, “Another Way to ability to convey contradiction and desola-

tion so eloquently.

Freaks add 2 occupants

people were making a bigger deal of
that (being a two-man band) than the
music. We'd hear things like, ‘Oh,
youre not bad for a two-man
Rest assured, though, the House of
Freaks didn't add guitarist Steve
McCarthey, formerly of /the Long

Ryders, and bassist Rupe, for-
merly of the Silos, because of a
few off-handed made by

members of the record-buying pub-
lic. This outfit has been more about
sound manipulation than commer-
cial capitulation.

Evidenced by three cracking LPs,
two of which were distributed by
Rhino Records “Monkey on a Chain
Gang” and “Tantilla” And, of
course, the recently released “Cake-
walk” on the Warner Bros. subsidi-
ary Giant.

BOREDOM HAS always been the
catalyst for Harvey and Hott, who
attack all the previously held theo-

® JOHNNY WITH AN EYE

Monday, Oct. 7 — Johnny with an Eye
will perform at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
2747.

® KENNY NEAL

Tuesday, Oct. 8 — Kenny Neal will
perform at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor, For information, call 996-2747.

® THE WONDERSTUFF
Wednesday, Oct. 9 — The Wonderstuff
will perform with guests, The Milltown
Brothers, at St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Detroit. For information, call
961-MELT.

® M.OD.

Wednesday, Oct. 9 — M.O.D. will per-
form at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Ar-
bor. For information, call 996-2747

® THE CYNICS

Wednesday, Oct. § — The Cynics will
perform with guests, Gone in 60 Seconds,
at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
For information, call 996-8555.

® TRINIDAD TRIPOLI STEEL BAND

Thursday, Oct. 10 — Trinidad Tripoli
Steel Band will perform at Rick’s Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For information,
call 996-2747,

® PAMELA WISE QUINTET

Thursday through Semday, Oct. 10-13
— Pamela Wise Quintet will perform at
Baker’s Keyboard Lounge, Livernois and
Eight Mile, Detroit. For information, call
864-1200 or 864-1201.

® SOUTHGOING ZAK

Thursday, Oct. 10 — Southgoing Zak
will perform at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

® FLOORS

Friday, Oct. 11 — Floor 9 will perform
with guests, Chapter, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Caniff, off of 1-75.

@ CHISEL BROTHERS

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 11-12 —
Chisel Brothers will perform at Moby's
Dicks, 5452 Schaefer Road, north of
Michigan Avenuve, Dearborn. For infor-
mation, call 581-3650.

@ BIG DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS

Friday, Oct. 11 — Big Dave and the
Ultrasonics will perform at Rick's Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For information,
call 996-2747.

® REGULAR BOYS

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 11-12 —
Regular Boys will perform with guests,
Crow Bar Hotel, at Sully’s, 4758 Green-
field, north of Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born. For information, call 846-1920

® THE INCURABLES

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 11-12 — The
Incurables will perform at Ashley’s on
the Strip, Telegraph Road, north of Joy
Ro;;i Redford. For information, call 721-
1622.

® MENTAL LANDSCAPE

Friday, Oct. 11 — Mental Landscape
will perform with guests Mushroom
Head, at Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward,
Detroit. For information, call 831-8070.

® NIRVANA

Friday, Oct. 11 — Nirvana will per-
form with guests, Urge Overkill, at St
Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, Detroit.
Tickets are $8.50 in advance. For infor-
mation, call 961-MELT

® SUN MESSENGERS
Friday, Oct. 11 — Sun Messengers will

Nirvana will
perform with
guests, Urge
Overkill, at St
Andrew's Hall
in Detroit Fri-
day, Oct.11.

perform at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
8555.

® TREMOR WEEKEND

Friday and Saturday, Oect. 11-12 —
Tremor Weekend will feature 15 local
bands at Paychecks Lounge, 2937 Caniff,
Hamtramck. On Friday, 3-D Invisibles,
Inside Out, Happy Accidents, Volebeats,
Soul Station, Cuppa Joe and Chunky
Seeds. On Saturday, See Dick Run,

perform with guest, Those Who Dream,
at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff, off
of I-75.

® BOP HARVEY
Satarday, Oct. 12 — Bop Harvey will
perform at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann

Arbor. For information, call $96-2747.

® MARC FALCONBERRY

Saturday, Oct. 12 — Marc Falconberry
will perform at the Station Lounge, 32413
Michigan Ave, west of Merriman Road,
Wayne. For information, call 721-3860.

® MONKS OF DOOM

Saturday, Oct. 12 — Mounks of Doom
will perform at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Aon Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

@ FLYIN' SAUCERS

Satarday, Oct. 12 — Flyin’ Saucers
will perform at Finney’s Pub, 3965 Wood-
ward, Detroit. For information, call 831-
8070.

@ UNCLE JESSIE AND 29TH STREET
BLUES BAND

Saturday, Oct. 12 — Uncle Jessie and
the 29th Street Blues Band will perform
at The Attic, 11667 Jos Campau, Ham-
tramck. For information, call 385-4194.
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ries of what a rock’n’roll band should
be. Using an odd variety of percus-
sion — in this case a gear shift and
garbage can lids — along with quir-
ky rhythms, House of Freaks present
an aural plethora of musical styles
such as rock, folk, blues and country.

As a duo, the House of Freaks
could sound bigger than life. But
“Cakewalk” realizes the full poten-
tial of a musical foundation laid five
years ago when Harvey and Hott
moved to Los Angeles and began
kicking up a ruckus.

New members McCarthey and
Rupe, both from Richmond, have
helped make that possible.

“You definitely sort of fall into the
four-man band cliche,” Harvey said.
“Now we know we can take it down
to the two-man thing. We have a lot
more range this way.”

In the process, House of Freaks
veered away from a growing trend
of two-member bands with Flat Duo
Jets, Chickasaw Mudd Puppies and
Timbuk 3. Though Timbuk 3 has for-
saken their boom box and is touring
as a foursome.

“Oddly enough, all these bands are
different,” Harvey said. “Maybe you
have to be really imaginative when
there's only two of you.”

Such could be said for House of
Freaks. Banter can be heard be-
tween members between cuts on
“Catwalk” and the various noises

alone makes one feel they've acci-
dentally walked into a basement
recording session. :

Even a Richmond telephone direc-
tory was used, creating a sound by
flipping pages (“They have a differ-
ent sound than a New York phone
book. There’s more of a slap than a
thud.”)

THE REINS haven't tightened
with the band signing to Warner
Bros. label. “They just think of us as
a bunch of weird guys,” Harvey said.

The band bypassed any pre-pro-
duction before going into the studio
for its major label debut. Harvey
and Hott selected 14 songs and
picked out what sounded best, using
production talents of Dennis Herring
(Camper Van Beethoven, Timbuk 3
and Throwing Muses).

All of which kept things interest-
ing while recording. Restless energy
inspires the band and Harvey can’t
fathom a day when there won't be
enough of that around.

“When I'm really fed up with it,
I'd probably go back to school and
teach history,” he said. “I think why
we keep going is it's like driving on a
country road and you want to see
what's around the corner.”

House of Freaks will open for
School of Fish Thursday, Oct. 10,
at Industry, 15 S. Saginaw, Ponti-

" ac. For information, call 334-1999

into the red.

to miss our Fall | obster Feast.

‘'12.95

For this low price, you can treat yourself to
20 0z. of whole fresh North Atlantic lobster

along with vegetable, potato and bread.
We've also got great prices on California
wines to complement your lobster meal.
This offer is available from September 7 to
December 30 only. So come in and enjoy a
meal where, unlike the entree, you won't go
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