Voters get a chance
to curtail appeals

By Tim Rjchabd
etaw Wu iu

Michigan voter* will dacida
in November whether to atop
automatic appeale by convict*
who have pleaded guilty to
Crimea.

If voters say yea, it would cut
the state Court of Appeal*’
work by about 25 percent

“You atill could ask leave
(permission) to appeal,” said
Rep. Michael Nye, Republican
co-chair of the House Judiciary
Committee.

The House Tuesday gave 76
to 25 approval to the resolu-
tion, which last year had won
Senate approval. A two-thirds
vote of both chambers was nec-
essary to place the issue on the
ballot.

"l don't think we ought to
mess with the Constitution,”
argued Rep. David Gubow, D-
Huntington Woods, one of the
dissenters. “All we’re doing is
shifting the caseload from the
Court of Appeals to the circuit
(trial) courts. It’s a shell game.
I dont think it will save any
costs.”

Rep. Maxine Berman, D-
Southfield, also was opposed.
“Those who plead guilty are
doing so under advice of an at-
torney to plead to a lesser
crime,” she said.

But Rep. Alan Cropsey, R-
DeWitt, favored passage, say-
ing the Court of Appeals would
be alerted to grant permission
to appeal where the sentencing
judge had departed from sen-
tencing guidelines.

The Michigan Constitution
(Art 1 Sec. 20) grants *“an ap-
peal as a matter of right.” The
ballot proposal would add the
words: “except that an appeal
by an accused who pleads
guilty or nolo contendere (no
contest) shall be by leave of the
court” of appeals.

Spot checks by this newspa-
per revealed that on many
days, the Court of Appeals is-
sues 15 opinions; 14 are in cas-
es where a prison inmate has
pleaded guilty, 13 convictions

art upheld; and the 14th is re-
manded (sent back) to the cir-
cuit court for resentencing be-
cause the judge has sentenced
too harshly without adequate
explanation. Very rarely has a
convict pleading guilty had his
case reversed.

Proponents say the sentenc-
ing guidelines provide an auto-
matic red flag for the Court of
Appeals to grant leave to ap-
peal. They say an automatic
right of appeal is unnecessary.

Prosecutors support the
amendment because of the ex-
pense they incur in writing 36-
page reply briefs to convicts’
appeals.

Each appeal is heard by a
panel of three judges paid
about $110,000 a year apiece.

Michigan has 24 judges on
the Court of Appeals. The
court says it has work for more
than twice that many judges,
and that Michigan has the
most overworked appellate
court in the United States.

Backers of the amendment
say it would eliminate 25 per-
cent of the appellate caseload
and the need for many new
appeals judges.

The ballot proposal, known
now as Senate Joint Resolu-
tion D, was sponsored by Sen-
ate Judiciary chair William
Van Regenmorte, R-Jenison,
and co-sponsored by Sens. Mi-
chael Bouchard, R-Birming-
ham, and Robert Geake, R-
Northville.

SJR D next goes to the state
Elections Commission to draft
ballot language.

Here is how area representa-
tives voted Tuesday:

OBSERVER area:

Yes — Republicans Lyn
Bankes of Redford, Jan Dolan
of Farmington Hills, Jerry Vor-
va of Plymouth, Deborah Why-
man of Canton and Democrat
Richard Young of Dearborn
Heights.

No — Democrat Justine
Barns of Westland.

Absent — Democrat Wil-
liam Keith of Garden City.

Help us help you, SM ART says

Officials of SMART are asking
business persons how the bus
system can better serve their em-
ployees.

Western Wayne County busi-

- ness folk are invited to meet with
Michael Duggan, executive direc-
tor of Suburban Mobility Author-
ity Regional Transportation, 8:30
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a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 9, at West-
land’s Bailey Recreation Center.

The idea is to get input from
business owners and managers as
to how SMART can best schedule
its bus routes to serve people who
have no other way to reach work.

Call 223-2308 to register for the
meeting.

For many women control 1
during childbirth is very
important. Of course, some-
things are out of your J
control, but many of the
options surrounding

childbirth don't have to lie

At St. Mary Hospital we
encourage you to make

choices. To ask questions 't
To learn. To he in control

More realchoices

7b controlyourposition
during labor. You're in
charge of the electronic

I'controls on our state-of-the-

art birthing beds. So you
can select the position that's

1 most comfortable fix you.

Or, you can si in your locker

your birthing room window

7b control whenfamily and,,
friends are with you. During
and after the birth On your
schedule, not ours.

7b control uhenyour baby
Isuitb you. Twenty-four i

hours a day is fine Less
often if you wish. We bring
servfces to you, so youf
haby only goes to the
nursery when you decide

To control what yon need to
learn (Air nurses can teach
you everything from giving
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Pay up

Lawmaker wants to bill convicts for tests

ByTin Rich akd
Staff Warn*

Convicted felons would have to
reimburse the state forenaic labo-
ratory 8160 for helping convict
them under a bill making it* way
through the Michigan Legisla
ture.

“Let's place the burden of the
criminal justice system on those
who create the cost,” said the
bill’s sponsor. Rep. Jerry Vorva,
R-Plymouth.

“When there’s a need for foren-
sic science to come in — either
the state police labor or a large
city’s — and when it’s used in a
conviction, the guilty person will
pay a fee. It's important to send a
message to the criminal element,”
Vorva told the Senate Judiciary
Committee Tuesday.

That panel voted 5-0 to send
the House-passed bill to the Sen-
ate floor for action, though not
without some eyebrow raising.

“Forensic test” means a drug
analysis, toxicology analysis, ex-
amination of latent prints, micro-
chemistry, serology, firearms, tool
marks or questioned documents.

according to a Senate staff analy-
sis. It would not cover blood alco-
hol |

10 percent affected.

“Do you have any idea what
number of cases (indigent*) are
represented by assigned coun-
sel?” asked Sen. Virgil Smith, D
Detroit.

Vorva, a former police officer,
estimated 25 to 30 percent of con-
victs would be able to pay the fo-
rensic lab fee.

Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-Port
Huron, who does defense work,
estimated 90 percent would be
unable to pay. “You might be able
to afford $150 (lab fee) if not
$5,000 (for an attorney),” DeGrow
added.

Janet Welch of the Supreme
Court Administrator’s Office also
estimated 90 percent of convicts
are indigent and unable to pay.

Welch asked that the court sys-
tem by allocated 15 percent of any
fees collected.

That annoyed Smith. “We pay
the court’s budget. Why are you
asking us to do this? We pay for

every judge in the state.”

If enacted, it would be Verve's
first bill to become law. It would
take effect 90 days after the Legis-
lature adjourns (about April 1,
1995) and would “sunset” two
years later.

Vorva’s bill would require a
judge to charge the convict $150
in addition to any fine or prison
term.

Lab overworked

Capt. Richard Lowthian, direc-
tor of the State Police forensic
science division, said his lab per-
forms forensic work on 50,000
criminal cases a year. It also in-
vestigated 472 crime scenes and
made 1,375 court appearances.

Lowthian said a graduate stu-
dent at Central Michigan Univer-
sity surveyed 415 criminal justice
professionals (sheriffs, prosecu-
tors and police chiefs in the 39
largest cities) and found that 62
percent wanted forensic manpow-
er and funding increased; 55 per-
cent think it's inadequate.

“Simply put, the need for
Michigan’s criminal justice sys-

forensic services has out-
distanced my division’s ability to
deliver,” Lowthian said in endors-
ing VVorva’s bill.

are on the

Lowthian added. “One oi our i
lysts had 20 -ubpenaa for 17 dif-
ferent courts in a single day. The
emotional strain on these ana-
lysts is tremendous.

“Our division budget for fiscal
*33 provide* $10.5 million for 163
full-time employee* in laboratory
operation*. . .The division is in
dire need of funding for equip-
ment.”

The Senate analysis said that if
fees were collected in 25 percent

of cases, $650,000 in revenue
could be generated.
Lowthian said Vorva’s bill

“means augmenting or supple-
menting our current funding and
will permit us to secure the per-
sonnel and equipment we so des-
perately need.”

Sixteen states have laws dedi-
cating fines to forensic labs.

Refer to House Bill 4245 when
writing to your state senator.

State Capitol, Lansing 48909.

Schoolcraft prepares Valentine’s Day dinners

Schoolcraft College’s Culinary
Arts Department is selling Valen-
tine's Day dinners to go.

For $29 you get a salad, chicken
with wine sauce, mushroom rice

your haby a hath hi under-
standing your haby's special
ways of communicating
We'll ask what's tops on
your list

It s your baby

At St. Mary Hospital, we
understand that It’s ycxir

pilaf, veggies, cherry tart and truf-
fles. For $39 you get Caesar salad.
Beef Wellington, potato and leek
gratin, veggies, cherry tart and
truffles.

Orders must be received by 3
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 8. Pickups are
available on Friday, Feb. 11, for
those who want to celebrate early,
and for the traditionalist, from

noon to 6:30 p.m. at the Profes-
sor’s Pantry inside the Waterman
Center.

Call 462 4491.
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haby. So if control is
important to ynu. give as a
call Were here to help

For a free brochure,
personal tour, or physician
refenal call 313-391-2082
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