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LINOA Bachrack

Frame an outfit
with ajaunty hat

aU create amazing possibilities,” writes
H Patricia Underwo”, milliner and author

ofan essay in “The Hat Book.” Under-
wood’s hats are so expressive that they need very
little adornment. She thinks ofthem as simple
portraits, mirrors of a woman’s personality.

“The first element of design is how the hat will
frame the wearer’s face,” continues Underwood.
Pale pink picture hats, for example, have swoop-
ing horsehair brims so sheer you can see through
them. Like a modem veil, they throw a pretty tint
on a woman'’s face, according to the designer. She

says most wom-
en look good in
shapes with
high crowns and
short brims or
upturned
schoolgirl
toppers that
draw the eye to
the brows and
cheekbones. Of course, personal style is every-
thing. Hat lovers know that it’s the jaunty angle at
which the hat sits that creates the look. And the
hat should be a beautiful accessory, never the
main focus ofan ensemble.

Amazingly, | discovered at a Patricia Under-
wood showing at Neiman Marcus in the Somer-
set Collection in 'Troy, that her hand-made hats
are easily worn by everyone. 'They literally con-
form to the shape ofyour head, due to the fact that
they’re made of straw that is neither bleached,
starched nor lacquered. 'They’re so soft and malle-
able that you could forget that you have one on.

This spring’s
collection fea-
tures soft, pastel
colors — cassis,
maize, coral, old
rose and pearl.
"The straws may
be variegated or
ribboned or pan-
eled. Hats are
built braid by braid, weaving in colors and pat-
terns. Five women do all the sewing in Under-
wood’s New York studio.

‘The sophisticated, sculptural shapes are what
makes the hats easily recognizable worldwide.
There are those who buy Patricia Underwood hats
exclusively, adding to their collection each year.
‘The designs are so classic that they remain favor-
ites year after year.

Attention grabbers

Helen Payne of Detroit is one such fan. “Is
there another hat?” she asks, “rhey’re so elegant.
I have people stop me all the time when I’'m wear-
ing my hats.”

Hat lady Anita Alexander, also of Detroit, re-
cently enjoyed a two-hat shopping trip, buying a
gold-trimmed black straw from Saka Fifth Ave-
nue at the Somerset Collection and a neat rayon-
knit cloche. She adored the Patricia Underwood
midnight blue horsehair topper ($364). Under-
wood’s hats range from $113-$40)0.

Just as women feel mysterious or alluring when
wearing a hat, so too do children epjoy the atten-
tion that a pretty hat commands. (Coincidentally, |
ran into little Serita Hehta of Waat Bloomfield
at Kldx Klox on Orchard Lake Road in Sugar
Tree Square (I mentioned Serita in a column last
March).

Serita still loves hats and wears them often, and
her fave shop, Kidz Klox displays some jaunty
numbers for spring, b~luded are a linen bonnet
by Cuzco ($36), a strA» bowler rimmed in pink
roses ($36) and a white knit baby bonnet fes-
tooned with a bright yellow rose ($25). Also spot-
ted were straw sun hats, floppy pink picture hats
and fashion-forward fedoras. A perfect finishing
touch to her Easter finery.

Linda Bachrack it a Birmingham mident. You
can leave her column ideas at 1-810-963-2047,
mailbox 1889orfax them to her at 1-810-644-
1314.
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Ontiwway:
Parisian's
president
Donald Hess
tells the
Livonia re-
tail commu-
nity the
planned new
Laurel Park
Place store
will give
Michigan
shoppers a
feel for what
its like ""To
Be Somebody
Special. ”
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With just AWmonths left to prepare for an August
opening, Donald Hess, president of the Alabama-
based Parisian specialty department store, came to
Laurel Park Place totalk a I t the new Livonia
location, which will bring 300 newjobs to the area.

%ySusan DeMaggio
A>TWRITER

he Motor City is getting

ready to welcome a Southern

Belle to the retail community
— smd, from early indications, the
reception will be warmer than a
porch swingon a hot afternoon in
July.

Birmingham, Ala.-based Parisian
is putting the interior touches on a
two-story, 150,000-square-foot addi-
tion to the Laurel Park Place shop-
ping center in Livonia. 'The retailer
is working hard toward the Aug. 1
opening of its first Michigan speci-
alty department store.

“1 can’t wait until Parisian
opens,” said Sally Herbal of Livonia
and mother of two toddlers. “l un-
derstand Parisian has excellent cus-
tomer service, and they show car-
toon videos in their children’s de-
partment! I’ll finally be able to shop
for the kids while there is something
going on to entertain them.”

Janice Kelsey of Livonia agreed:
“1’'m very curious about the store. |
heard they had lower price points

than Jacobson’s and dedicated cus-
tomer service.”

To bring the surrounding busi-
ness community up-to-date on a re-
tail venture three years in the mak-
ing, Parisian president Donald Hess
flew into town to introduce the
store’s new manager, Elliot Marcus,
and answer questions about the re-'
tailer from Livonia Chamber of
Commerce members.

About 200 local dignitaries, re-
tailers and residents attended the
Parisian reception, where it was an-
nounced that Travel 2000, Ritz
Camera, Easy Spirit Shoes and
Limited, Too, will join Parisian in
opening at Laurel Park Place soon,
‘lilese new stores will occupy 30,000
square feet of expanded mall space
on the way to Parisian’s brant door.
There’s still space left for two more
retailers and a restaurant.

Southern hospitality
Parisian has been called “the
Nordstrom’s of the South” by retail

h ig a n store

analysts — and Parisian officials
love it.

“We certainly share Nordstrom’s
commitment to customer service,”
said Amy McRae ofthe corporate
public relations staff. “Our motto is.
You're Somebody Special In fact,
our personal service is the driving
force behind Parisian’s rapid expan-
sion.”

Parisian operates 30 stores in sev-
en states with plans to open an ad-
ditional 40 stores over the next five
years. 'This year, Parisian will open
seven new stores in 1) Livonia, 2)
Atlanta, Ga., 3) Indianapolis, Ind.,
4) Nashville, Tenn., 5) Knoxuville,
Tenn., 6) Orlando, Ha., 7) Jackson-
ville, Fla.

Parisian is owned by the Hess
and Abroms families of Birming-
ham, Ala. It was bought by Hess’s
grandfather in 1920, when it was
known as 'The Parisian Dry Goods
and Millinery Co. of Birmingham.

Today, Parisian stores offer up-
dated, traditional, upper-moderate
to better-priced apparel, accessories,
shoes and cosmetics for men, wom-
en and children. Parisian does not
carry merchandise for the home or
electronics.

Friendly competition
Hess said he expects Jacobson’s,

the mail’s other major anchor, to be
Pari.-.ian’s competition at Laurel
Park Place. He expects it to be
ftiendly competition because Mark
Rosenfeld, president of Jacobson’s,
is a distant cousin.

Hess said Parisian became inter-
ested in the Detroit market through
contact with Southfield-based
Schostak Brothers A (*. and Jacob-
son’s. Laurel Park Place is a Schos-
tak Brothers property. It was built
in 1989.

Rosenfeld attended the reception,
smiling broadly and saying that he
welcomed the mall’s “other cork
sur.”

“That’s what my father used to
call the mall anchors — cork stars,”
he said. “Jacobson’s is happy to
have Parisian in the mall. They will
expand the market and, hopefully,
increase shopping traffic.”

‘The new Parisian manager, Elliot
Marcus, is a 15-yeor Parisian veter-
an and native of Alabama.

When it was announced he would
head the new Michigan store, he
threw his personal life into fast-for-
ward, proposed to his steady girl, set
the wedding date for March 13 and
arrived in Farmington Hills on
March 14 with his bride to begin a
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detail businesses in suburban malls and on subur-
ban Main Streets are invited to submit announce-
ments of upcoming special events and promotions
for Added Attractions. The deadline to submit
news is the Wednesday before publication on Mon-
day. Send announcements to Malls 3 Mainstreets,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 48150, or fax them to
(313)591-7279.
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