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Brothers Creeggan take a break to play together ··=
Ringing in the

New Year with

16,000 people at
The Palace of
Auburn Hills,
the Canadian

pop band the
Barinaked
Ladie.

... announced thi
*0 sold-out show

w. the biggest
of it, carew.

That hasn't stopped their need
to play club..Two members of
the band are returning to small
venues to promote their side
projects

BNL bassist Jim Creeggan
and his brother Andy Cneggan,
the band'a former keyboardist,
are performing Sunday, Jan. 18,
at the Magic Bag in Ferndale in
suAport ofit, aptly titled alburna
"The Brothen Creeggan- and
«The Brothers Creeggan II.-
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Opening for the brothers is
Kevin Hearn, BNL'm key-
boardist, and his band Thin-
buckle.

-We're Dort of in between tour-

ing and (recording) an album
with the Ladies. It's nice to go
out and put it (the music) out
there. We've alway. -ld Broth-
ori Creellan CD, at Barenaked
Ladies shows and we've had a

mail-order Iervice through my
mom. That's how it survived,=

Jim Cr-mian laid with a laugh
Prior to this tour, The Broth-

ers Creeggan released albums
and did a few "odd gip here and
then:

The Toronto-born brothers

began playing mulic together in
high school a, the Backstreet
Band pe#forming songs by
bands ranging Am Elvis te the
Wiather Report. They soon
moved on to experimental jazz
with Tuna Straight.
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In 1987, they formed an a
capella quartet called The Syn-
thetic, and won the National

Rising Star talent contest at the
Canadian National Exhibition

beating out mme fellow Canadi-
an teenager named Alanis
Meri-tte, who wu then 13.

Several projects followed
including a itint with the Tbron-
to Symphony Youth Orch,-a

The brothen got together to
ncold classical jan, Latin, rat
time and pop music as The
Brothers Creeggan "mainly, I
think because there's just a
brother thing that needed to be
explored to the fullest. It's there,
and we just wanted to give it it,
full potential," Jim Creeggan
aid

Most of it is centered around

tunes on the two instruments -

double bus and piano, and then,
on the recordingi, we build stuff
around that. We explore the duo
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possibilities, wherea, the Bare
naked Ladies have more of a

band eet up where it'm five indi-
viduals doing what comes out of
that combo."

They recorded their first
album, l'he Brothers Creeggan»
(Reprise) from 1993 to 1994 dip-
ping into Jim Creeggan'* experi-
ences traveling in Belito and
Guatemala For example, the
-Clown Song" tells the .tor, of
Creeggan'* meeting with a
Belizian tour guide" and other
clown friends to Andy Creeg-
gan'i jazzy piano. The musically
frenetic *Takin' Out the

Garbage- talks about cleaning
and things that are taken for
granted. It also shares BNL'*
trademark sen,e of humor,
Never felt so keen/when I use

Mr. Clean."

In February 1995 Andy Creeg-
gan left the Barenaked Ladies
but continued his work with The

Brothers Creeggan to study
composition at McGill Universi-
ty in Montreal.

=He sort of wanted to explore
his own sort of personal stuff
and muaic all tied into one,» Jim

Creeggan explain,d.
9ie's fooling around trying

new things. He was the earliest
one to join the band. He had
never really got to try university
and he's sort of doing that right
now.»

He took time out from hi.

studies to record -The Brothers

Creeggan IP Two mnp - Fuite
for Sarah» and «Squiggly Line» -
were recorded u part of a eollec-
tion of lullabiel they were writ-
ing. The Latin-like tows, Chick-
ens and Peas» continues the

theme of Andy Creeggan's fasci-
nation with farm animals.

It seems like whenever the

brothers have free time, theyre

working on music. Andy Creet
gan took the surplu, of his
material and released 'Andi-
work " Jim Creeggan played
bass on four songs on Sarah
McLachlan's latest album Sur-

facing,' and on one tune on
Meryn Cadell's debut album
-Angel Food for Thought.0

The brothers accompanied
Jane Siberry on 'My Mother ia
Not the White Dove- on the
"Honor the Earth» tribute CD.

Jim Creeggan explained that
at the Magic Bag he and his
brother will perform a few BNL
songs including 'Spider In My
Room' from its 1996 album

-Born on a Pirate Ship'
(Reprise).

A, for the Barenaked Ladies,
singer/guitarist Ed Robertson
and singer Steven Page are
working on new songs, some of
which the band debuted at The
Palace show.

9 love them 80 that'8 great,"
he said laughing.

The Brothers Creeggan and
Hearn aren't the only ones
working outaide BNL. Besides
his own album, Hearn has been
recording with the Rheostatics.
Drummer Tyler Stewart has
been playing around Tbronto in
a band called Aned with a for-

mer publicist for BNL and fellow
Tbronto musicians.

It'a kind of like the Cars

meets Oasis, or Oasis meets .38

Special,» Stewart said giggling.
Side projects, he explains,

makes BNL looser.»

'I learn how to make the

music more fun,» Stewart said.
"The Ladies are pretty fun. It
doesn't look like we're that seri-

ous, but we take the music very
seriously. That's very uncool to
admit, but it's true. I learn a oer-

' tain sense of lightness when I

play with anyone else. We play
with a diN-nt ener,y. The last i
tour w- 21 month, long ind it
wu tiring. It', good to step out
and do •emething different."

The Brother: Cre€ggan and
ninbuc*le pidbrm 8 Bm. Sun.
day, Jan. 18, at the Magic Bag, -
22920 Woodward Aue. En Fern·
dole nch- an $10 in advance L
Nr th, 18 amd older •how. Call r
(248) 644-3030 or visit http: / i
www. magicbag. com for more
in/brmation. 716• Brother, Creeg. 7
gan'• U./.Ul i. http: 1 1 www. t
muoieweot. com I Artiatil Cl
Crreggon/
• Detroit Red Wing and

WKRK-FM DJ Darren McCarty
hai been nominated for an
ESPN ESPY Award for his
game-winning goal against
Philadelphia in the NHL Finals
last season. Fans can vote for

McCarty two ways - by calling
(900) 970-ESPY or by visiting
the unofficial McCarty website
at httpd/ www. darrenmccarty
com beginning Thursday, Jan.
15. The ESPY Awards , which
repre,ent the convergence of the
sports and entertainment com-
munitiee, were created by ESPN
in 1998 and are given for Excel-
lence in Sports Performance in
more than 30 categories. The
.how will be aired live at 8 p.m.
Monday, Eb. 9, from Radio City
Music Hall in New York.

Ifyou have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco write
her at The Obaerver & Eccentric

Newipapers, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Liuonia, MI 48150, or via
e-mail at cfnoco@aol.com, or
leave a mes,age at (734) 953-
2045, ext. 2130. Christina Fuoco
reports on pop music during the
K-Rock report kidays at 5 pm.
with Millen.
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Pan from page El

is ageless, too.
She got the role in a national

tour, then went on to play Bielke
and Grandma Tzeitel, the
youngest daughter and oldest
character in "Fiddler on the
Roof

Landing back in LA, Sagar(lia,
29, spent a couple years of film-
ing commercials for Kmart,
Wammo hula hoops, Coca-cola
and Mattel. Then she figured it
might be time to pull out her
fall-back" plan and pursue a
career as a psychologist.

Then she heard Rigby was
putting together another tour of
IPeter Pan.»

"From that moment, I knew
that the role of Wendy was for
me,» she said.

While others who auditioned

tended to overplay Wendy,
Sagardia didn't fall into that
trap.

-rhe producers liked my inno-
cence in the role,- she said.
iendy is all about'wonder.-

And besides, Sagardia and
Rigby are about the Dame aise,
and look like a natural match.
Since opening in Sacramento in
November, they've developed an
on-*tage chemistry.

Cathy doe: different thingo
each night - ge,tures, move-
menti," Mid Sagardia. 'She'll
Way and ad lib. I know that each
night I've got to find something
neill.

The play never enda

I confehs to a rather troubling
calculation: I have read, seen,

heard and played the "Peter Pan-
fantasy more than any tiving
adult.

My youngest son is Peter Pan,
just like his brother before him.
Me?

For about the last four years,
I've been assigned the role of the

Flying #om pas

dust.

Ruben has worked the trul,es
and wires for more than 300 dif-

ferent productions of "Peter
Pan,» including about 1,500 per-
formances. His company, ZFX
Flying musions, has al®o handed
the levitation effects for other

popular productiono, including
=Wizard of Oz,- *Ar-els in Ameri-
ca,» -Tommy» and Phantom of
the Opera "

l'hi• is the best 'Peter Pan'

I've been involved with,* he said.
Although he had yet to aee

fir,t-hand the dimensions of the

Detroit Opera House, Ruben
expects that the theater will
allow for the grandeot of flying
ventures - a trip over the audi-
ence.

The exceptional production
bogin, with John I=ovelli'§ Iet
designs. The four sete in =Pter

Pan» create a bigger-than-life
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humorle•s crotchety Captain
Hook - tht mean, old fuddy-
duddy who perionifie, adults
who've -gotten how teplay .-8

Every time Peter Pan comes
looking for me, I put on my hook- AMC BE

hand, and pull out my imaginary . 0,

sword. We *par. We taunt. It's
agreed: The loser will be fed to ...
the alligator
Grow up? Forget it. , 1

I .

'e El

fantaa Iaid Ruben.
The set, advance the gtory

from the Darling®' nursery to
Neverland to the Lost Boys'
underground to Captain Hook's
pirate ship. And finally, back to
the nur.4.

Along the way, Ruben sets
winn on the back, of Pbter Pan,
the Darlings - Windy, Michael,
John - and a Neverland bird.

The massive set and special
flying apparatus will be loaded
into the Detroit Opera House in
about an hour-and-a-half, said
Ruben. . li

l'he producer, not only expect
the higheit itandard of safety
and apicial ellectl, but expect us
to let up ae fait am possible
W.'m on. tight budget."

Apparently, even Neverland
live, according to fi-al remponsi-
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York, more poople Bee Sesame
Street Live in Detroit at the F=

than anywhere ee in the coun-
try. Theshow toun SOciti-, and
Detroit ia the-cond mootpopu-
lar.

=It'o wholesome, pod family
fun Mid Gladman. -rhe orch-
tration is absolutely phonom,
nal. Tber/are 17 c//tmemberm,
and 21 characteri,hown. The

c-t ia ver, diver-. The,ran®,
in ap hom 18 to 43 and comi
hm allover the-nt,7.'

B-ide, being entertaining -
and an ®40/abb"bl- hm the
put» - Siume Strict toch-
children that learnihg 10 Aan.

In an effort to promote re
.af.ty, Children'. T.1.vi•ion
Work.hop, th. creator, of
Se,am. St-t, ar. pr-nting
"Stop, Drop and Rol],0 10 ..m.
Tu-day, Jan. 21 bifori thi 11
a.m "dh""1

Childmo *ill le•rn abeut M-

-ht, I 8-me Str-t charic-
tem porkrm toth• 1*•p, Drop
and Rer tam -r aihoil talk
on fire Ialbt, by a local safety
omear

Durin the *intation, chil-
dron will be en/oura,id 00 join
thechineter,in practicing tho
-Stop, Drop and Roll," and will
receiv' I. I.MiSeat,I.

Like ** creatore of 80.*me

St,-t. 1/0 -Holm,ia Enlib
tainmeat, which -n• th• hi
11=*tr* bili-- inom,i: *B
dent, ,»ortuniti high--
tion in "dialidinzi'wA"

Each year, a nember of dIA
count ticket, 0/ **r•d h
ad--*lah.

It offers kid, who •oul/n't
atherni- ha" a din- -ph

0aid Loo. Of all th• •how.
ObmNA .n.0-01,0-
80.0- St-t Lili 1. th• b-

Det.tiv

....ch

valia Olympia Entertainment is
ohring Mve ,chool matinees, at .1-1,

07 pu tickit te .chool. - a •ig-
and

nifleant saving, lince Alll price
ticket. Mt'll hm  to *22.50

C••14[n«ting the alfrival of an
-•rage of 60-60 *cool buses
traniporting children to the
.h- 0. logiltill 0-t

"We've got it down pretty
Ied; •aid 1- 9t, quite amas-
in& iC, vi, will orch-trated
-ent. Occadonally we have •
6,• loit mituniand coati"

The Obe-or & Ecoontric i• h =.

-/0.-ling . book "ap With .
WYCD - Young Country, before -
th, 7 Bm.lbur•04 Jan 22,•r-
formance. Bri*/ . u..d chil-
I.kh//thisinil. condi-
*< ond-Mah.imme
Sw,oe OIWI Book Limit on•
book,•r .hild. Thi boo# •wap
will ¥*lin inlholobbyof th•Fo•
Thootr. ate p.m. Book. will be
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