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Brothers Creeggan take a break to play together
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New Year with
16,000 people at
The Palace of
Auburn Hills,
the Canadian
p band the
arenaked
Ladies
announced the

Opening for the brothers il
Kevin Hearn, BNL's key-
boardist, and his band Thin-
buckle

“We're sort of in between tour-
ing and (recording) an album
with the Ladies. It’s nice to
o-t put it (tbc muie) out

Dl'd.h-

In 1987, they formed an a
capella quartet called The Syn-
thetics and won the National
Rising Star talent contest at the
Canadian National Exhibition
beating out some fellow Canadi-
an teenager named Alanis

, who was then 13,

Bonral projects followed

possibilities, whereas the Bare-
naked Ladies have more of a
band set up where it's five indi-
viduals doing what comes out of
that combo.”

They recorded their first
album, “The Brothers Creeggan”
(Reprise) from 1993 to 1994 dip-
ping into Jim Creeggan’s experi-
ences traveling in Belize and
Guatemala. For example, the
“Clown Song” tells the story of
Creeggan’s meeting with a
Belizian “tour guide” and other
clown friends to Andy Creeg-
gan’s jazzy piano. The musically
frenetic “Takin’ Out the
Garbage” talks about cleaning
and things that are taken for
granted. It also shares BNL's
trademark sense of humor,
“Never felt so keen/when I use
Mr. Clean.”

In February 1995 Andy Creeg-
gan left the Barenaked Ladies
but continued his work with The
Brothers Creeggan to study
composition at McGill Universi-
ty in Montreal.

“He sort of wanted to explore
his own sort of personal stuff
and music all tied into one,” Jim

explained.

“He’s fooling around trying
new things. He was the earliest
one to join the band. He had
never really got to'try university
and he’s sort of doing that right
now.”

He took time out from his
studies to record “The Brothers
Creeggan I1." Two songs — “Suite
for Sarah” and i Line” -
were recorded as part of a collec-
tion of lullabies they were writ-
ing. The Latin-like “Cows, Chick-
ens and Peas” continues the
theme of Andy Creeggan’s fasci-
nation with farm animals.

It seems like whenever the
brothers have free time, they're
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working on music. Andy Creeg-
gan took the surplus of his
material and released “Andi-
work.” Jim Creeggan played
bass on four songs on Sara
McLachlan’s latest dlbum “Sur-
facing,” and on one tune on
Moryn Cadell’s debut album

Food for Thought.”

The brothers accompanied
Jane Siberry on “My Mother is
Not the W ite Dove” on the
“Honor the Earth” tribute CD.

Jim Creeggan explained that
at the Magic Bag he and his
brother will perform a few BNL
songs including “Spider In My
Room” from its 1996 album
“Born on a Pirate Ship”

(Reprise). . i

As for the Barenaked Ladies,
singer/guitarist Ed Robertson
and singer Steven Page are
working on new songs, some of
which the band debuted at The
Palace show.

“I love them so that’s gmt.

he said laughing.

The Brothers Creeggan nlll
Hearn aren’t the only ones
working outside BNL. Besides
his own album, Hearn has been
recording with the Rheostatics.
Drummer Tyler Stewart has
been playing around Toronto in
a band called Arsed with a for-
mer publicist for BNL and fellow
Toronto musicians.

“It’s kind of like the Cars
meets Oasis, or Oasis meets .38
Special,” Stewart said giggling.

Side projects, he explains,
makes BNL “Tooser.”

“I learn how to make the
music more fun,” Stewart said.
“The Ladies are pretty fun. It
doesn’t look like we're that seri-
ous, but we take the music very
seriously. That's very uncool to
admit, but it’s true. I learn a cer-

"tain sense of lightness when I

with anyone else. We play
m different energy. The last
tour was ”Im lmd it

tiring. It'’s out
mdomthiudimw

The Brothers Creeggan and
Thinbuckle perform 8 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 18, at the Magic Bag,
22920 Woodward Ave. in Fern.
dale. Tickets are $10 in advance
for the 18 and older show. Call
(248) 544-3030 or visit hetp://
www.magicbag.com for more

The Brothers Creeg-
gan’s website is  http:! | www.
musicwest. com/ Artuta/ C/
C /

etroit Red Wing and
WKRK-F’M DJ Darren McCarty
has been nominated for an
ESPN ESPY Award for his
gnme-wmmng goal against
in the NHL Finals
last season. Fans can vote for
McCarty two ways — by calling
(900) 976-ESPY or by visiting
the unofficial MeCarty website
nt http// www. il;m:::cc;rty
nning Thursday, Jan
15 ‘l‘hh:iESPY Awards , ::_13:'!1
represent the convergence e
sports and entertainment com-
munities, were created by ESPN
in 1993 and are given for Excel-
lence in Sports Performance in
more than 30 categories. The
show will be aired live at 8 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 9, from Radio City
Music Hall in New York.

If you have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco write
her at The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia, MI 48150, or via
e-mail at cfuoco@aol.com, or
leave a message at (734) 953-
2045, ext. 2130. Christina Fuoco
reports on pop music during the
K-Rock report Fridays at 5 p.m.
with Millen. ]
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is ageless, too.

She got the role in a national
tour, then went on to play Bielke
and Grandma Tzeitel,
youngest daughter and oldest
character in “Fiddler on the
Roof.”

Landing back in LA, Sagardia,
29, spent a couple years of film-
ing commercials for Kmart,
Wammo hula hoops, Coca-cola
and Mattel. Then she figured it
might be time to pull out her
“fall-back” plan and pursue a
career as a psychologist.

Then she heard Rigby was
putting together another tour of
“Peter Pan.”

“From that moment, I knew
that the role of Wendy was for
me,” she said.

While others who auditioned
tended to overplay Wendy,
Sagardia didn’t fall into that
trap.

“The producers liked my inno-
cence in the role,” she said.
“Wendy is all about ‘wonder.”

And besides, Sagardia and
Rigby are about the same size,
and look like a natural match.
Since opening in Sacramento in
November, they've developed an
on-stage chemistry.

“Cathy does different things
each m(ht - gestures, move-
ments,” said Sagardia. “She’ll
piay and ad lib. I know that each

the

I confess to a rather troubling
calculation: I have read, seen,
heard and played the “Peter Pan”
fantasy more than any living
adult,

My youngest son is Peter Pan,
just like his brother before him.
Me?

For about the last four years,
I've been assigned the role of the

humorless, crotchety Captain
Hook - lht mean, old fuddy-
duddy who personifies adults
who've m how toplay.

Every time Peter Pan comes
looking for me, I put on my hook-
hand, and pull out my imaginary
sword. We spar. We taunt. It’s
agreed: The loser will be fed to
the alligators.

Grow up? Forget it
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dust.
Ruben has worked the trusses

and wires for more than 300 dif- |

ferent productions of “Peter
Pan,” including about 1,500 per-
form-ncel His company, ZFX
Flying Illusions, has also handed
the levitation effects for other
popular productions, including
“Wizard of Oz,” “Angels in Ameri-

ca,” “Tommy” lnd “Phantom of
the Opera.”

“This is the best ‘Peter Pan’
I've been involved with,” he said.

Although he had yet to see
first-hand the dimensions of the
Detroit Opera House, Ruben
expects that the theater will
allow for the grandest of flying
ventures — a trip over the audi-
ence.

The exceptional production
begins with John lacovelli’s set
dui!m The four sets in “Peter
Pan” create a bigger-than- ph

fantasy, said Ruben.

The sets advance the story

from the Darlings’ nursery to
Neverland to the Lost Boys’
unde to Captain Hook’s
pirate ship. And finally, back to
the nursery.
A]on. the way, Ruben sets
wings on the of Peter Pan,
the Darlings ~ Wendy, chhael
John - nnanbvorland

The massive set and apecml
flying a tus will be loaded
into the it House in
about an hour-and-a-half, said
Ruben.

“The producers not only expect
the highest standard of safety
and special effects, but expect us
to set up as fast as poulble
We're on a tight

Apparently, even Neverland
m’m‘ to fiscal responsi-

- Frank Provenzano
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